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SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH  THE 


0-^ 
MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE, 

^^         ^  AND   APPENDIX. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
27  March  1838. 


•       .  -    • 


•• .  •• 


C4l>. 


L     ii     ] 


Luna,  2";'  die  Sovembris,  i8;}7. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  mto  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioner* 
nppointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward.  ^ 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Barneby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  Th  at  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee.  ■t/k 


Jovis,  8°  die  Februarii,  1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT ^      -    p.  iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE -    P-   1 

APPENDIX -    p.  18 


[     "i     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  CoMMissiONEKS  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House; — 

HAVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


27  March  J  838, 


270665 


[     iv     ] 


W Ills' liSS. 


Mr.  James  Turner, 


(  1  ) 


MINUTES     OF     EVIDENCE. 


Martis,  27°  die  Murtii,  1838. 


MEMUERS   PRESENT 


Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Barneby. 
Mr.  Boiling. 
Mr.  Estcourt. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
yir  T.  FremuntlQ. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 


Mr.  Hodrres. 
Lord  Howick, 
Mr.  Liddell. 
Lord  J(jhn  Russell. 
Mr.    Scrope. 
Mr.  ^\"akley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  James  Turner^  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

5922.  Chairman.']  I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter,  which  puq)orts  to  be  dated,    Mr.  James  Tmmr. 

"  King's  Arms,  Ampthill, Bedfordshire, December  26th,  1837,"  and  signed  "  James       

Tm-ner"  ?— I  wrote  it.  27  March  1838. 

5923.  In  that  letter  you  state  that  you  have  met  with  only  one  family,  and  that 
family  afflicted  with  the  small  pox,  receiving  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  ? — At 
that  time  it  was  correct ;  I  had  been  there  only  10  days. 

5924.  Do  you  mean  that  it  was  your  impression  at  the  time,  or  that  subsequent 
inquiry  led  you  to  beUeve  that  that  was  a  correct  impression  ? — Not  quite  ;  I 
found  afterwards  some  few  cases,  but  very  few,  of  able-bodied  receiving  any  relief; 
when  I  said  this,  I  did  not  mean  to  apply  it  to  the  aged  or  infirm,  but  to  the  able- 
bodied. 

5925.  And  your  impression  at  tiiat  time  being  that  whicli  vou  have  expressed 
m  this  letter,  that  you  had  only  met  with  one  case,  and  that  a  family  afflicted 
with  the  small  pox,  who  were  receiving  relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  you  found  that, 
upon  subsequent  incjuiry,  not  to  be  correct  I — There  wei-c  vcr}-  few  variations 
after  that,  but  still  we  did  meet  with  some. 

.5926.  What  description  of  cases  did  you  meet  with  ? — We  met  with  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Goodman,  at  a  place  called  Millbrook  ;  this,  to  which  I  was  alluding, 
was  a  man  tliat  was  sick,  who  was  in  a  benefit  club,  and  the  board  ul"  guardians 
believed  him  to  be  a  very  worthy  man,  and  they  agreed  to  give  hira  3s.  a  week 
without  going  to  the  workhouse  ;  we  met  with  another  of  a  similar  nature  at 
Westoning,  of  the  name  of  Bunker,  who  had  3*-.  a  week  while  he  was  sick,  but 
there  were  not  many  cases  that  we  met  with  ;  but  when  this  was  written  there  were 
none  exept  this  which  I  have  mentioned. 

.5927.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  were  none  at  that  time,  or  that  that  was 
your  impression  at  that  time  ? — I  state,  that  hitherto  we  have  not  met  with  any 
other. 

5928.  You  say  that  if  a  man  has  a  sickly  wife  he  has  no  relief  in  the  union  at 
Ampthill  ? — I  do  say  so. 

.■5929.  Do  you  still  say  so  ? — I  do,  that  I  found  many  with  sickly  wives  that 
had  no  reUet'. 

5930.  Did  you  And  any  with  sickly  wives  that  had  relief  ?— Yes  ;  I  think 
only  one. 

,")93i.  On  account  of  the  sickness  of  his  wife  .' — I  do  not  remember  at  the 
present  meeting  with  any,  except  one. 

.")932.  On  the  26th  of  December  you  used  this  expression  :  "  If  a  man  have  a 
large  fainy|'  of  small  children,  it  is  no  matter  ;  if  he  lune  a  sick  wile,  if  the 
children  be  in  bad  health,  if  the  wife  be  confined,  all  this  avails  him  nothing,  he 
is  di-iven  upon  his  own  rescources  ;"  at  that  time  your  impression  was,  that  if  a 

24G.  A  man 
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.Mr.  James  Tamer, 


27  March  1838. 


man  had  a  wife  in  sickness  he  could  receive  no  rehef  out  of  the  workhouse  ?—  I 
am  of  the  same  opinion  still. 

51)33.  Do  you,  from  your  subsequent  inquiries  at  Ampthill,  retain  the  opinion 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  the  able-bodied  man  whose  wife  is  sick  obtains 
relief? — T  have  never  met  with  a  case,  but  many  cases  can  I  bring  forward  of 
people  with   large  families,    and    sickly  wives  and   sickly   children,  having   no 

relief. 

5034.  A  little  further  on  you  say:  "Two-thirds  of  the  working  people  have  no 
constant  employment  ;'"  is  it  your  impression  that  in  the  Ampthill  Union  two- 
thirds  of  the  working  people  are  not  in  employment  ? — I  was  then  alluding  to  the 
parish  of  Ampthill,  not  having  gone  beyond  the  parish  of  Ampthill. 

.503.5.  Your  observation  at  that  time  does  not  apply  to  the  whole  union? 
— ^Not  so  much  as  to  the  pari,sh,  but  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  two-thirds  of  the 
labouring  people  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill  have  not  constant  work. 

50 3(').  You  say  they  have  now  and  then  a  day's  work  ;  do  you  believe  that  that 
expression  of  having  a  day's  work  now  and  then  applies  to  two-thirds  of  the 
labouring  population  even  of  the  parish  of  Amptliill? — I  should  think  not. 

5937.  To  what  does  it  apply? — When  they  tell  us  "now  and  then  a  day's 
work,"  I  consider  it  work  for  about  half  their  time  ;  that  is  what  I  meant. 

5()38.  The  common  interpretation  which  would  be  put  upon  having  now  and 
then  a  day's  work  is,  that  they  rarely  have  a  day's  work  ;  and  to  what  extent  do 
you  mean  that  two-thirds  of  the  labouring  people  have  no  employment? — I  am 
of  opinion  now  that  two-thirds  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill  have 
not  constant  work  ;  that  is,  they  have  work  ordy  occasionally. 

5939.  You  confine  that  to  the  parish  of  Ampthill  ? — I  am  now  confining  myself, 
in  tliis  statement,  to  the  parish  of  AmpthiU. 

5940.  In  what  respect,  confining  yourself  to  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  has  the 
new  Poor  Law  altered  the  condition  of  the  labourers  of  that  parish  ? — Before  the 
new  Poor  Law  was  passed,  those  people,  when  they  had  not  w'ork,  had  some 
relief. 

5941 .  In  the  parish  of  Ampthill  ? — Yes,  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill. 

5942.  Was  not  the  practice  to  refuse  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  ? — That 
had  been  the  practice  for  a  httle  while  before  the  new  Poor  Law  wzis  passed. 

5943.  If  that  had  been  the  practice  before  the  new  Poor  Law  was  passed,  how 
do  you  attribute  this  want  of  employment  to  the  Poor  Law  ? — I  am  not  aware 
that  I  did  attribute  it  to  the  new  Poor  Law ;  I  attribute  their  condition,  having  no 
food  and  no  clotliing,  to  the  new  Poor  Law,  which  refuses  any  relief  to  that  class 
of  people. 

5044.  Wlien  you  say  that  it  refuses  any  relief  to  that  class  of  people,  you  mean 
out-door  relief? — I  mean  out-door  relief. 

.594.5.  Do  you  know  what  the  practice  was  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill  before  the 
new  Poor  Law  was  introduced? — I  do  not;  I  am  not  so  conversant,  that  I  could 
speak  to  it. 

.5946.  If,  then,  you  do  not  know  what  the  practice  was  before  the  new  Poor  Law 
was  introduced,  how  can  you  attribute  the  change  to  the  new  Poor  Law? — At  the 
time  this  was  written,  it  was  from  the  iiiformation  that  I  gathered  from  the  indivi- 
duals themselves  ;  now  their  statement  is,  they  have  no  parish,  whatever  their 
condition  ;  they  have  nobody  to  apply  to  now,  however  distressed  they  are  ;  and 
at  that  time  the  working  people  attributed  all  this  to  the  new  Poor  Law,  for  it  is 
well  kno^\ii  that  there  was  a  gi'eat  inclination  to  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Poor  Law,  before  ever  it  became  the  law  of  the  land.  As  soon  as  ever  it  was 
introduced,  they  began  to  come  nearer  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  law,  even 
before  it  became  law. 

5947.  You  said  that  the  people  were  not  satisfied  vrith  the  operation  of  the  old 
law  ? — They  did  not  like  the  system  of  being  bandied  about  in  the  gravel-pits,  and 
on  the  roads,  assembled  together  ;  they  do  not  approve  of  it,  and  they  do  not  wish 
to  revert  to  that  practice. 

594S.  "^NHien  you  found  the  people  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill  complaining  of 
the  new  Poor  Law,  and  attributing  a  part  of  their  distress  to  the  introduction  of 
the  new  Poor  Law,  did  it  occur  to  you  to  ask  them  what  their  condition  was 
before  the  new  Poor  Law  was  introduced  ? — We  often  asked  that. 

5949.  What  did  they  tell  you  ? — They  always  used  to  tell  us,  "  If  we  were  out 
of  work  before  this  new  Poor  Law  was  passed  we  had  relief;"  but  I  should 

believe 
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believe  that  wliat  they  meant  by  the  new  Poor  Law  being  passed  was,  they  could   Mr.  Jama  Turner. 

not  tell  the  time  exactly  when  it  was  passed,   and   tliat  they  alluded  to  the  time       

when  the  change  took  place.  "  27  March  1838. 

5950.  They  alluded  to  the  change  of  practice  voluntarily  adopted  by  the 
authorities  in  Ampthill,  whatever  they  were,  before  the  new  Poor  Law  was 
introduced,  and  not  to  any  change  in  the  law?— It  was  that  chantre  to 
■which  they  w^ere  alluchng,  when  they  stated  how  their  condition  was  worsethan 
it  was  before. 

.5951.  You  say  also,  that  you  found  numbers  that  had  not  had  one  day's  work 
a  week  since  the  liarv^est,  and  a  good  many  of  them  with  large  families  ;  are  vou 
speaking  still  of  the  parish  of  Ampthill  ? — Yes. 

.5952.  Did  you  find  many  persons  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  and 
living  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  with  large  famiUes,  who  had  not  had  above  one 
day's  work  in  a  week  since  the  hai"vest  ? — We  did. 

59.53.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  some  of  those  persons? — I  have  not  looked 
out  that  list,  not  knowing  that  I  should  be  asked  such  a  question,  but  I  will  at  a 
subsequent  period  give  the  names  of  several  individuals  of  that  description  ;  I 
shall  have  to  go  through  the  books  in  order  to  do  so,  but  I  will  furnish  the 
Conunittee  with  them. 

59.'54.  You  describe  in  your  letter  the  general  appeai-ance  of  the  cottages  ;  you 
jirobably  come  from  the  north  of  England  ? — I  do. 

59.5.5.  In  the  south  of  England  do  you  not  find  that  the  cottages  of  the  poor, 
and  the  mode  of  Uving,  are  greatly  inferior  than  those  in  the  north  ? — T  do. 

5956.  Mr.  Hodges.}  What  do  you  mean  by  the  south  of  England  ? — I  mean  in 
the  agricultural  districts  ;  I  mean  Bedfordshire  and  that  pzirt  of  the  country 
where  I  then  was  ;  we,  in  the  north,  always  consider  that  the  south. 

5957.  Chairman.]  You  use  an  expression  that  I  do  not  understand,  in  describing 
the  great  misery  of  the  cottages  and  their  want  of  furniture ;  vou  say  this  :  "  My 
colleague,  Mr.  Crabtree,  has  often  asked  them  to  show  him  their  beds,  after  they 
have  answered  the  various  questions  which  we  have  put  to  them,  and  we  have 
often  found  that  those  beds  have  no  blankets,  nor  are  they  made  of  feathers, 
excepting  those  of  rather  a  long  description,  on  which  once  grew  that  very 
necessary  article  corn ;"  will  you  explain  in  a  less  figurative  manner  what  yoii 
mean  by  that  ? — Straw. 

5958.  Mattresses  of  straw? — They  lay  on  straw,  there  was  no  mattress  at  all, 
it  is  very  common. 

5959.  Do  they  use  mattresses  in  that  part  of  the  countrj-,  made  of  chaff",  after 
the  threshing? — That  is  done  in  country  places  in  the  north. 

5960.  In  Bedfordshire  did  you  find  that  to  be  the  case  ? — No,  we  never  found 
that ;  we  found  mostly  a  bundle  of  straw  put  together  to  lie  upon,  the  same  as 
for  a  cow  or  a  horse. 

5961.  You  say  "  They  get  for  breakfast  sometimes  bread,  and  they  get  the  tea- 
leaves  from  a  more  fortunate  neighbour,  and  run  hot  water  through ;  I  call  it 
bread  and  water ;  some  people  may  call  it  tea,  but  it  is  destitute  of  two  very 
essentials,  cream  and  sugar  "  ? — That  is  correct. 

5962.  Do  you  find  generally,  in  those  parts  of  England  with  wliich  you  are 
acquauited,  that  the  labouring  population  have  cream  in  their  tea  ? — No ;  but 
they  generally  have  milk. 

59(")3.  The  inference  that  one  would  draw  from  your  expression  is,  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  grievance  with  the  poor  in  Bedfordshire  that  they  have  not  cream  in 
theii-  tea? — I  mean  that  the  tea  was  better  with  the  cream  ;  I  do  not  call  it  a  good 
tiling  without  those  two  things,  cream  and  sugar. 

5964.  Do  you  mean  generally  that  the  labouring  population  of  England,  as  far 
as  you  ai'e  acquainted  with  them,  ;u"e  in  the  habit  of  having  cream  in  their  tea  ? — 
No,  but  very  often  of  having  milk  ;  but  iu  Bedibrdshire  they  do  not  have  that. 

5965.  Y'ou  complain  of  the  dearness  of  fuel ;  "  the  dearncss  of  the  fuel,"  you 
say,  "  aggravates  the  distress  of  the  poor?" — Duruig  this  severe  weather  I  have  seen 
coals  sold  at  'la.  6f/.  a  cwt.,  and  the  earnings  of  the  poor  people,  even  those  that 
are  in  constant  work,  at  8*-.  or  ds.  a  week,  cannot  procure  n\uch  fuel  at  that 
price. 

5966.  Is  wood  dear  in  Bedfordshire  ? — Yes. 

5967.  Is  it  not  a  wooded  country  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  wood. 
596s.  Did  you  find  wood  deai'  there  ? — It  is  dear. 

246.  A    2  5o6q.  You 
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-,     -        rj,  ko6q    You  sav  "  Wood  is  also  verv  dear,  and  if  anv  poor  man  is  found  sathering 

Mr.  J.,«,c,^urncr.  ^  x^  y-.^^_^  ^^^  .J  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^  treadmill  for"his  reward  ?"— That  is  true. 

-7  March  1838  ViT^'-  Tluit  bein-  true,  can  you  give  the  name  of  any  man  who  was  sent  to 

^vo,.j.  „non  the  treadmill  for  gathering  a  few  sticks?— At  the  tmie  I  wrote  that, 
there  was  a  man  being  taken  before  the   magistrates  for  stealing  sticks,  at  the 

verv  time.  •       1    •       1 

50-1.  Wiiat  was  the  result  ?— The  result  was,  that  he  was  convicted  in  the 

penalty  of  Vl.-i.,  and  his  friends  paid  it  ;   but,  if  it  had  not  been'  for  his  friends, 

that  individual  must  have  gone,  as  many  individuals  have  gone,  to  prison. 

-,Q72.  You  say  :  "  And  if  any  poor  man  is  found  gathering  a  few  sticks,  he  is 

sure  to  dance  on  the  treadmill  for  his  reward  ;"  you  having  made  this  statement, 

and  it  having  been  published,  and  you  having  been  some  time  at  Ampthill,   are 

vou  now  in  a  condition  to  bring  before  this  Committee  any  one  instance  of  any 

one  individual  who  has  been  sent  to  the  treadmill  for  gathering  a  few  sticks  ? 

— Yes.  ,         ,        ,       T  1 

5973.  Be  so  good  as  to  give  that? — I  will  attend  to  that,  but  I  cannot  at  the 

moment  state  the  instance. 

'',()74.  \\Tiat  do  you  mean  by  gathering  a  few  sticks  ?- Trespassing ;  it  is 
under  the  Trespass  Act. 

5Q7.')-  What  do  you  mean  by  gathering  a  few  sticks?— I  mean  if  they  went  to 
the  wood  to  pull  a  few  sticks. 

597().  If  they  went  to  cut  branches  off  trees  ? — If  they  went  to  gather  the 
wood  in  the  plantations,  they  were  in  danger  of  being  sent  to  the  treadmill. 

.V)77.  Do  you  mean  picking  up  sticks  from  the  ground  or  puUing  sticks?— -I 
meant  pulling  them  out  of  the  hedges  ;  I  did  not  mean  that  if  the  stick  was  lying 
on  the   road  and  theyltook  it  up,  they  would  be  in  danger  of  being  sent  to  the 

treadmill. 

■5978.  Mr.  LiddelL]  But  if  they  gathered  dead  wood  out  of  plantations,  they 
would  be  in  danger  of  being  sent  to  the  treadmill  ? — Yes. 

5071).  Chairman.]  What  meaning  do  you  attach  to  the  word  "  gathering  a  few- 
sticks"? — That  if  they  went  into  the  plantations  to  gather  any  wood,  or  to  the 
hedges,  they  would  be  in  danger  of  being  sent  to  the  treadmill. 

ViSc').  Do  you  mean,  when  you  say  the  plantation  or  the  hedges,  wood  that  may 
have  fallen  from  the  trees,  or  taking  branches  of  trees  growing  upon  the  trees  or 
part  of  the  hedges,  within  the  hedges  ? — I  mean  taking  the  loose  wood,  not  part  of 
branches  of  the  trees, 

59S1 .  Loose  upon  the  ground  ? — Yes. 

•-,q82.  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  persons  being  punished  for  so  doing? — 
The  case  to  which  1  allude  ;  William  Page  was,  at  the  time  I  w'as  writing,  taken 
before  the  magistrates  and  punished  in  the  penalty  of  I  2a-.;  and  his  offence  was 
"■atherins;  some  sticks,  and  he  had  never  been  off  the  road  side,  he  told  me. 

5983. "Your  statement  goes  much  further  than  that ;  you  say  a  man  gathering 
few  sticks  is  sure  to  be  sent  to  the  treadmill,  and  your  reason  for  making  that 
statement  was,  that  one  man  was  taken  l)efore  the  magistrates,  and  fined  1 2. v.  for 
trespassing? — I  presume  if  any  other  man  had  been  in  the  same  situation,  he 
would  have  been  treated  in  the  same  way. 

51)84.  Can  you  give  an  instance  of  a  person  being  sent  to  the  treadmill  for 
gathering  a  few  sticks  ?— I  think  I  can. 

.5()8,',.  Mr.  Hodyes.]  Having  made  that  statement  in  your  letter,  of  gathering 
a  few  sticks,  was  your  object  to  show  the  unnecessary  severity  of  the  law,  or  to 
illustrate  the  fact  of  the  scarcity  of  fuel  in  that  district? — My  object  was  to  show 
the  scarcity  of  fuel. 

.5986.  Chairman.1  When  you  speak  of  loose  wood  hing  in  the  plantations,  do 
you  mean  wood  that  might  have  been  lying  upon  the  ground,  not  bound  up,  or 
wood  that  had  been  cup  up  by  the  directions  of  the  proprietors  for  the  purpose 
of  faggots,  and  therefore  saleable  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

.5987.  Lord  Howick-I  Do  you  mean  sticks  merely  blown  down  by  the  wind? — 
I  mean  loose  wood  that  lies  in  plantations  ;  they  do  not  allow  the  people  to  go  to 
gather  those,  and  the  reason  is,  if  they  were  to  allow  them  to  do  that,  they  would 
be  taking  the  other  also. 

.")088.  CAffl/nfian.]  If  that  is  the  reason  wliich  governs  the  proprietor,  do  you 
not  think  that  a  justifiable  precaution  for  the  protection  of  his  property  ? — Cer- 
tainly ;  I  wrote  that,  in  order  to  show  the  scarcity  of  fuel. 

5989.  You  say  you  "  went  to  the  workhouse,  and  saw  some  people  at  dinner,  the 

dinner 
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dinner  consisting  of  a  pint  and  a  lialf  of  what  they  called  pea-soup  ;  but  when  my  j^j^.  j„otm  Turner 
mother  used  to  make  pea-soup,  there  were  both  peas  and  meat  in  it ;  but  in  the 
workhouse  soup  I  found  neither  peas  nor  meat,  nor  stars  on  the  top  of  it ;  there  07  March  18.38. 
was  some  bread  in  it,  but  not  enough  "  ;  did  you  inquire  what  was  the  composi- 
tion of  that  soup  ? — I  said  I  found  no  peas,  and  tliere  could  not  be  much  in  ;  for 
I  think  if  you  will  examine  the  table  that  was  put  in,  you  will  find  in  fourteen 
gallons  of  soup  there  were  two  quarts  of  peas. 

/5()qo.  Mr.  Lidd ell. '\  What  is  the  ordinary  proportion  ? — My  mother  used  to 
put  in  more  than  that. 

5()Ui.  C'/iairuum.]  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  proportion  of  meat  that  was 
used  ? — I  think  the  dietary  tables  show  eighteen  pounds  of  meat  to  that  quantity. 

.5992.  Do  you  think  that  insufficient  ? — I  do,  for  there  are  no  bones  in  ;  but 
we  used  to  think  bones  helped  soup  wonderfully  ;  but  there  are  no  bones  in  it,  and 
therefore  it  does  not  make  good  soup. 

5093.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  read  from  the  dietary'  the  recipe  for  making 
soup  in  the  Ampthill  workhouse  ? — "  Fourteen  gallons  of  water,  two  quarts  of 
peas,  half  a  bushel  of  potatoes,  five  pounds  of  flour,  and  18  lbs.  of  beef,  "  to  .56 
quarts  ;  no  bones  in  it. 

.5994.  You  say  that  the  workhouses  that  you  have  seen  are  destitute  of  the 
treadmill  ?— I  never  saw  a  treadmill  in  one. 

599.5.  Are  we  to  infer  from  that,  that  you  ever  heard  of  a  treadmill  in  a  work- 
house?— No,  I  do  not  mean  that. 

5996.  What  was  your  meaning  in  using  those  expressions  ? — The  meaning  is 
followed  up  by  saying,  there  is  another  mill  Avhich  is  a  substitute  for  the 
treadmill. 

.5997.  Are  you  quite  aware  that  no  one  can  be  sentenced  to  work  upon  a 
treadmill,  except  bv  regular  conviction  under  course  of  law  ? — Yes,  I  am  aware 
of  that. 

5998.  Therefore  you  are  aware  that  in  the  workhouses  there  cannot  be  a 
treadmill,  according  to  law'? — Yes,  but  there  is  a  substitute  for  it,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  equally  oppressive. 

,5999.  You  beUeve  the  standing  mill  for  com  is  as  oppressive  as  the  tread- 
mill ?— I  think  it  is  ;  I  never  tried  the  treadmill  yet. 

Ooou.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  able-bodied  persons  in  the  workhouse  should  do 
no  work  there  ? — It  is  not. 

6001 .  How  then  do  you  propose  they  should  ])e  employed? — What  I  complain 
of  is,  that  those  mills  should  be  used  when  there  is  no  corn  to  grind. 

6002.  How  are  they  employed  without  grinding  corn  ? — It  can  be  done  ;  it  is 
made  for  that  purpose,  so  that  they  can  put  a  lever  upon  them,  as  I  state  in  my 
letter. 

6003.  Did  you  ever  see  any  mill  in  actual  use  w^itbout  corn  being  ground  in 
it  ? — I  have  not,  but  I  know  it  is  done. 

6004.  You  say  that  "  if  the  people  of  the  north  suffer  the  introduction  of 
this" — I  will  not  repeat  your  expression—  "  system  amongst  them,  it  will  be 
morally  impossible  to  prevent  wages  from  falhng  ?" — That  is  my  impression. 

Ooo.v  This  system  has  been  in  operation  two  years  at  Ampthill  ;  have  wages 
fallen  at  Ampthill  since  the  system  has  been  in  operation  ? — Tliey  iiavc,  to  an 
alai-ming  extent. 

bO()().  Your  impression  is,  that  wages  have  generally  fallen  at  Ampthill  since 
the  introduction  of  the  Poor  Law^  ? — It  is  ;  I  am  alluding  to  task-work  now,  that 
is,  that  task-work  is  considerably  lower  now  than  it  was  then,  by  at  least  2d. 
out  of  every  shiUing,  taking  the  average. 

6007.  Making  a  difterence  of  2-f.  per  week  ? — Yes. 

liooS.  In  the  former  part  of  your  evidence  you  stated  that  task-work  had  in- 
creased since  the  introduction  of  the  law  ? — It  has. 

0009.  That  farmers  were  more  disposed  to  s,\ve  task-work  than  formerlv  ? 
—Yes. 

Ooio.  And  that  the  men  could  earn  by  task-work  Is.  a  week  more  than 
at  day-wages  ? — Yes,  but  they  have  to  do  so  nmch  more  work  for  it. 

6011.  Before  the  introduction  of  the  law,  could  they  earn  at  task- work  2*. 
more  than  they  now  earn '. — Yes,  that  is  what  the  labourers  tell  me. 

0012.  Have  daily  wages  fallen  since  the  introduction  of  the  law  ? — Not  much  ; 
I  do  iiot  perceive  that  they  have  ;  they  are  about  stationary. 

^4^^-  .\  3  0013.  Your 
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()013.  Your  opinion  is,  that  daily  wages  have  not  fallen  ?— That  is  my  opinion. 

(1014.  How  happens  it  that  in  Ani])thill,  where  the  law  has  been  hi  operation 
two  years,  or  more  than  two  years,  the  daily  wages  should  not  have  fallen  ? — 
That  is  a  (juestion  I  cannot  give  any  opinion  upon,  because  1  do  not  understand 
it ;  all  1  know  is  the  fact  that  the  price  of  j)iece-work  is  less,  and  the  day-wages 
are  about  the  same. 

()ni,5.  But  you  express  in  your  letter  an  oj)inion  that  the  law  must  necessarily 
produce  a  fall  of  wages  ;  that  being  your  o|)inion,  how  do  you  explain  the 
circumstance  of  the  daily  wages  not  having  i'ailen  in  Amj)thill,  where  the  law 
has  been  in  operation  for  two  years  ? — The  time  will  come  when  they  will  give 
less  for  task-work,  and  they  will  give  less  for  day-wages  ;  the  reason  why  I  say 
that  the  wages  will  decrease  is,  that  the  labourers  all  say  they  are  obliged  to 
take  any  money  that  the  employers  offer  them  ;  they  have  no  remedy  now  but  to 
take  any  wages  that  the  employers  offer. 

60 It).  If  the  labourers  are  under  the  necessity  of  taking  any  wages  that 
the  employers  offer,  in  point  of  fact,  have  daily  wages  fallen  ? — I  tliink  not ;  not  yet. 

i]o^  ~-  Mr.  Fieldeu.]  Have  you  known  of  any  cases  in  the  Ampthiil  Union  where 
the  day -wages  have  been  reduced  within  the  last  two  or  three  months  ? — I  have 
known  instances  where  the  wages  have  been  reduced ;  but  when  I  said  that  wages 
had  not  in  general  declined,  I  meant  generally  throughout  that  part  of  the  country ; 
but  there  are  individuals  whom  I  can  name,  if  necessary,  that  have  reduced  their 
w^ages  from  9s.  to  8s.  a  week,  a  week  or  two  before  Christmas. 

6018.  Chairman.]  If  daily  wages  have  not  fallen,  and  the  amount  of  task-work 
has  increased,  though  the  wages  paid  are  lower,  has  the  income  of  the  labourers 
fallen?— Yes. 

6019.  You  mean  that  the  labourer  receives  less  money  than  he  did  before  the 
introduction  of  the  law  ? — Certainly  he  does. 

tio2o.  You  state  an  instance  at  the  end  of  your  letter  "  of  an  individual  whom 
you  found  living  within  100  yards  of  the  house  of  the  curate  of  the  parish,  with  a 
family  consisting  of  eight  persons,  a  man,  his  wife  and  six  children,  the  oldest 
under  13  years  of  age,  and  this  family  had  had  but  a  very  few  days'  work  since 
last  hai-vest"? — I  stated  that. 

(H)2i.  Can  you  give  the  name  of  that  individual  ? — Yes,  his  name  is  William 
Giddens. 

(3o22.  In  what  parish  does  he  reside  ? — In  the  parish  of  Clophill. 

6023.  You  say  that  just  before  Christmas  w^ages  were  reduced  from  9s.  to  8s. ; 
is  it  a  practice  for  farmers  to  reduce  the  wages  just  at  that  period  in  any  part 
of  the  country  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — In  that  parish  there  were  only 
two  who  did  it  at  that  time, 

(io24.  AVith  reference  to  former  periods,  did  you  ascertain  whether  it  was 
generally  the  custom  or  not  ? — I  did  not. 

602.3.  Mr.  Baines.']  Are  you  not  aware  that  a  labouring  man,  who  has  to  work 
by  day-light,  nmst  in  mid-winter  generally  work  much  shorter  hours  than  he  does 
in  the  summer  time  ? — I  am. 

6026.  Are  you  not  also  aware  that  the  practice  prevails,  in  some  parts  of  the 
countiy,  of  reducing  the  wages  for  a  day's  work,  in  some  degree,  according  to  the 
length  of  time  that  the  men  can  work  ? — I  did  not  find  in  Bedfordshire,  though  we 
were  there  in  the  short  days,  any  account  that  they  reduced  them,  with  the 
exception  of  those  two  farmers  in  one  parish  ;  the  other  farmers  in  the  same  parish 
did  not  reduce  their  men  in  the  manner  that  those  two  did. 

6027.  Was  this  peculiar  to  the  state  of  things  under  the  new  Poor  Law,  or 
would  it  have  existed  if  no  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  Poor  Law^  at  all  ?— 
The  impression  w'as  that  it  was  because  the  labourers  were  so  badly  off  that  they 
woidd  work  for  any  tiling  rather  than  leave  it ;  that  was  the  impression  of  the 
working  people. 

6028.  You  have  said  that  the  working  people  have  not  cream  and  sugar  in  their 
tea ;  had  they  before  the  passing  of  the  new  law  cream  and  sugar  in  their  tea  V — 
They  used  a  great  deal  more  sugar  in  their  tea  before  the  new  law  was  passed 
in  that  part  of  Bedfordshire  than  they  do  now ;  I  used  the  word  cream  thinking 
that  it  makes  the  tea  the  better. 

r>o20.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  their  food  was  better  before  the  passmg  of  the 
new  law  than  it  has  been  since  ? — Most  assuredly  it  was  better,  and  they  hved 
'letter  than  they  do  now. 

6030.  How 
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6030.  How  is  that   accounted   for,  the   wages  are  pretty  mucli  the    same ;   Mr.  James  Turner 
is  employment  greater  ? — A  little  more.  

6031.  Is   it  so  as  to  equalize  their  condition  before  the  law  and  at  present?      27  March  1838. 
— Nothing  near  it. 

6032.  With  respect  to  fuel,  has  the  change  in  the  law  in  any  way  diminished 
the  quantity  of  fuel  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — It  has  diminished  the  means  of  the 
people  to  get  it. 

6033.  My  question  is  directed  to  that  fuel  which  is  i)icked  up  by  those  persons 
who,  you  have  said,  arc  liable  to  be  sent  to  the  tread-mill  lor  gathering  a  few  sticks  ; 
would  they  not  have  been  in  precisely  the  same  situation  before  the  passing  of  the 
law  as  they  are  now :  since  that  law  has  passed  has  it  in  any  way  made  them 
more  liable  to  that  punishment  now  than  they  were  before? — Yes,  because  they 
are  in  more  needy  circumstances  now,  and  not  .so  able  to  buy  it  as  they  were 
then,  and  they  are  driven  to  gather  it  more  than  they  were  before. 

6034.  But  if  a  person  was  picking  up  wood  in  the  hedges,  or  in  any  other 
way,  before  the  law,  he  would  have  been  punished  in  the  same  way  that  he  is 
now  ? — Certainly. 

6035.  Tlien  with  respect  to  that  there  is  no  difference  ? — ^There  is  not ;  I 
did  not  make  u.se  of  that  expression  in  the  letter,  intimating  that  there  was 
any  difference  in  that ;  it  was  showing  that  the  poor  people  could  not  get 
much  fuel,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  in  this  cold  weather  they  were  very 
badly  off. 

()03().  That  arising  out  of  the  want  of  fuel  in  the  countr}',  not  from  the  change 
of  the  law  ? — No  ;  but  their  means  of  purchasing  fuel  are  not  so  great  as  they 
were,  and  consequently  they  suffer  more  from  want  of  fuel  than  they  did 
before. 

6037.  The  difference  being,  that  before  the  passing  of  the  new  law  they  got 
assistance  from  the  overseer,  whereas  now  they  do  not  get  that  assistance  ? — 
Certainly. 

6038.  Mr.  Wakley.~\  You  were  asked  whether  tlie  labouring  man  did  not 
work  a  less  number  of  hours  in  the  winter  than  in  the  summer? — It  is  the 
fact ;  they  go  to  work  at  daylight,  and  they  generally  work  as  long  as  they 
can  see  ;  I  am  alluding  to  those  that  are  tlu'eshing ;  but  now  they  work  from  six 
to  six. 

6039.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  he  eats  as  much,  and  that  his  family  eat  as 
much,  in  winter  as  summer  ? — If  he  can  get  it. 

■  6040.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  clothing  and  fuel  are  more  exj^ensive  in 
the  winter  than  in  summer? — Certainly,  it  is. 

O041.  Mr.  Liddel.^  And  much  more  necessarj' ? — Yes. 

6042.  Mr.  Hodges.]  You  have  stated  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  Ampthill 
have  not  constant  employment ;  do  you  mean  that  two-tliirds  have  no  employers 
to  whom  they  look  regularly  for  employment  ?■ — I  do. 

6043.  Did  you  hear  on  that  account  any  expression  of  complaint  or  dissatis- 
faction towards  the  farmers  of  the  parish  ? — I  did. 

6044.  Then,  if  we  have  heard  that  in  other  places  the  new  law  has  had  the 
effect  of  producing  more  kindly  feeUngs  reciprocally  between  the  employers 
and  the  labourers,  this  desirable  effect  has  not  been  produced  in  the  Union  of 
Ampthill  ? — It  has  not,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  country,  but  the  reverse,  to  an 
alarming  extent. 

('104.-).  Lord  John  Bussell.l  Are  you  aware  of  the  feeling  that  prevailed  in 
Ampthill  and  the  neighbourhood  previously  to  the  introduction  of  the  law  ? — I 
am  aware  that  there  was  some  misunderstanding  between  the  farmers  and  labourers 
previously  to  the  introduction  of  the  law  ;  I  know  that,  not  from  my  own  know- 
ledge, but  from  what  I  have  heard. 

6046.  Did  you  ever  happen  to  read  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Hundred  of  Rcdbornstokc,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
year  1829  or  1830?— I  did  not. 

6047.  Mr.  Scrope.]  I  understand  the  facts  you  have  stated,  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  are  in  great  part  such  as  you  have 
collected  yourself  from  personal  observation  at  a  late  period  ? — Yes. 

(1048.  But  the  facts  which  you  have  stated  regarding  their  condition  at  a 
previous  period,  before  the  introduction  of  the  new  law,  you  are  not,  from  your 
own  personid  knowledge,  at  all  acquainted  with  ? — I  am  not ;  my  own  knowledge 
extends  only  to  the  period  I  have  been  down  in  that  county. 

24(3.  A  4  6049.  ^fi"- 
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Mr.  Jaw w  2 urnc;.       6049.  ^^^-  J'^i^lden.]  Did  vou,  on  the   14tli  of  December,  together  with  Mr. 

Crabtrce,  receive  instructions  from  me  to  go  down  to  the  unions  of  Ami)thill, 

27  March  1838.     Woburn  and  Bedford? — We  did. 

('0;-;o-  When  did  you  take  your  departure  ? — We  took  our  departure  on  the  day 
following,  the  ITith. 

()()-. I.  Did  you  receive  instructions,  of  which  you  made  use,  to  show  for  what 
purpose  you  were  going  down  into  that  union  ? — We  did. 

fio'js.  Had  you  any  secrets  as  to  the  object  of  your  mission,  or  as  to  the 
in(iuirie.s  that  you  were  directed  to  make  ?— Not  at  all ;  we  made  it  known  to 
every  intelligent  person  that  we  came  in  company  with  ;  we  told  them  our 
business;  we  told  them  what  we  were  come  for;  we  showed  them  our  instructions, 
and  made  it  known  to  every  intelligent  person  who  and  what  we  were. 

6053.  Did  you  show  your  instnictions  to  ]\Ir.  Adey,  the  Assistant  Poor  Law 
Commissioner  of  that  district  ? — We  did ;  when  we  went  to  Ampthill  the  Hrst 
thing  we  did,  before  ever  we  had  made  it  known  to  any  body  who  and  what  we 
were,  we  went  to  the  workhouse  ;  we  saw  the  clerk  of  the  board  and  the  governor 
of  the  workhouse,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  allow  strangers  to  go  in,  and,  after 
asking  us  some  questions,  he  did,  and  bye-and-bye  he  says  "  Well,  what  are  you?" 
he  said  "  You  seem  plain-deaUng  sort  of  people,"  and  we  showed  him  our  instruc- 
tions, and  told  him  what  we  had  come  for;  that  we  were  come  to  collect  some 
information  as  to  the  working  of  the  new  law  in  that  part  of  the  country,  Mr. 
Adey  having  in  his  report  said  that  he  challenged  inquir}-  among  the  poor 
themselves. 

6054.  Have  you  also,  in  the  papers,  read  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  House,  that  the  poor  in  that  district  have  very  much  improved  in  their 
circumstances,  and  that,  among  other  things,  they  have  a  well-regulated  work- 
house at  Ampthill? — I  have  read  that  and  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
there  was  a  memorial  sent  up,  that  they  ofl'ered  them  a  well-regulated  workhouse. 

605-,.  What  time  have  you  spent  in  making  the  inciuirics  which  you  were 
desired  to  make  in  those  three  unions  ? — About  13  or  14  weeks. 

60.5(1.  Have  you  been  there  all  the  time,  with  the  exception  of  about  10  days, 
for  which  period  you  returned  to  London? — Yes,  from  the  15th  of  December. 

60',-.  Have  you  been  going  about  amongst  the  labourers  and  farmers,  and 
amongst  the  professional  gentlemen  residing  in  those  parishes,  to  ascertain  the 
facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the  labourers  in  those  districts  ? — We  have  gone  both 
to  the  labourers,  the  tradesmen,  the  farmers  and  to  the  clergymen;  in  all  cases  to 
every  one  we  could  get  access  to. 

60.58.  Has  that  been  your  whole  employment  from  the  time  that  I  gave  you 
instructions  to  the  time  that  you  came  uj)  here  on  Friday  last,  with  the  excej)tion 
of  the  10  days  when  you  returned  to  London  ? — It  has,  entirely  so. 

6050.  And  have  vou,  during  this  peregrination,  visited  a  great  many  of  the 
labourers  at  their  cottages  ?— A  great  many. 

6060.  Have  you  asked  them  what  their  condition  was  before  the  new  law 
came  into  operation,  and  what  it  is  now? — I  have. 

6o(u.  You  have  visited  three  parishes  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  and  ascer- 
tained th.e  whole  number  of  the  labourers  that  are  employed  in  those  three 
parishes  ? — We  have  done  so. 

6062.  Can  you  tell  what  proportion  the  labourers  bear  to  the  population,  or 
nearly  so,  in  those  parishes,  and  throughout  the  rest  of  the  union  ■? — About  one 
in  six  ;  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  ascertain,  the  whole  number  of  labourers  in 
the  three  jiarishes,  and  the  population  of  those  parishes,  we  found  the  labourers 
amounted  to  about  one  in  six  of  the  whole  population. 

60(13.  There  is  the  parish  of  Clophill,  which  appears  upon  the  Parliamentary 
Returns  to  have  a  jiopulation  of  978  ;  did  you  in  that  parish  find  186  labourers  ? 
—  We  did;  when  we  say  labourers,  we  mean  men,  and  those  whom  they  call 
boys,  all  those  who  go  to  work  for  the  farmers. 

6064.  You  mean  the  heads  of  families,  the  labourers  themselves,  and,  in 
some  cases,  one  or  more  of  their  sons  ?  — Yes,  I  mean  those  of  1 5  or  1 6  or  1 7 
years  of  age ;  if  they  went  to  work  for  the  farmers,  we  called  them  labourers. 

606.5.  Did  you  count  the  boys  under  16  ? — No,  we  took  those  at  about  1.5  or, 
16,  those  that  went  to  work  for  the  farmers. 

6n()6.  Mr.  Baines.]  You  say  that  there  were  186  labourers  out  of  a  population- 
of  978  ;  those  labourers  would,  a  number  of  them,  have  famiUes  ?— Yes. 

6067.  When  vou  sav  that  one-sLxth  of  the  population  is  employed  in  that  way,. 

it 
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it  would  varv  the  proportion  a  great  deal  from  one-sixth,   if  you  took  those    Mr.  James  Turner 
employed  and  tlio.se  dependent  upon  them  i" — It  would.  — 

()0()S.  How  much  would  that  swell  the  number  of  persons,  either  employed  in      ^^^  March  1838, 
husbandry,  or  dependent  upon  those  .so  employed? — I  do  not  know. 

GoGq.  Ml-.  Fielden.]  Did  you  go  through  the  parish  of  Shitlington  in  the  same 
manner  ? — Yes,  we  did. 

6070.  There  the  j)opulation  is  stated  as  being  1,307  in  1831;  did  you  find 
there  1G5  labourers  employed  in  the  same  manner? — Yes,  we  did. 

6071 .  Did  you  go  through  the  parish  of  Westoning ? — Yes,  we  did. 

6072.  And  there  you  pursued  the  same  plan?- -Yes. 

(•073.  There  the  population  of  1831  is  statfd  at  627,  and  the  number  ot  labourers 
12')?— Yes. 

((074.  Those  three  parishes  present  together  a  population  of  2,912,  and  the 
number  of  labourers  whom  you  have  ascertained  to  be  employed  are  470  r — That 
is  correct. 

607.5.  That  is  nearly  one  in  six  that  are  employed  in  this  description  of  labour? 
— As  nearly  as  we  could  come. 

in)-6.  In  the  parish  of  Westoning,  did  you  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  incomeg 
that  those  labourers  received  weekly  and  annually  before  the  new  law  came  into 
operation? — We  did,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  get  at  the  particulars,  both  from 
them  and  from  the  returns  which  have  been  lately  ordered,  together  ;  we  endea- 
voured, as  far  as  we  could,  to  get  at  those  facts. 

(1077.  And  vou  have  ascertained  what  the  incomes  of  those  labourers  had  been 
for  the  year  1837?— We  have. 

6078!  Are  you  prepared  with  a  tabular  statement,  which  will  show  the  circum- 
stances of  three  of  those  labourers  ? — I  am. 

t)()7i).  Will  you  read  the  cases  of  those  labourers? — I  will.  This  is  a  descrip- 
tion in  1834  of  three  labourei-s  in  the  parish  of  Westoning,  in  the  Union  of 
Ampthill. 

60S0.  This  tabular  statement  is  divided  into  36  columns,  is  it  not? — It  is. 

6081.  Will  you  read  then  the  names  of  the  three  labourers  that  you  are  going 
to  speak  to  in  the  first  instance? — John  Carter,  William  Odell  and  Benjamin 
Cox. 

6082.  What  was  the  age  of  John  Carter  in  1834  ? — Thirtv-five. 

6083.  What  was  the  age  of  William  Odell  in  1834  ?— Thirty-seven. 

6084.  What  was  the  age  of  Benjamin  Cox  in  1834? — Forty-one. 

Oo8,5.  Will  you  read  the  circumstances  in  which  those  men  were,  and  what 
their  employments  were,  and  what  their  earnings  were  ? — Tlie  work  that  they 
were  employed  in  was,  that  they  were  jobbing  labourers,  that  is,  doing  various 
things  for  the  farmere ;  we  call  them  jobbers,  because  they  do  various  kinds  of 
work,  and  are  not  confined  to  one  kind  of  work  ;  they  have  each  of  them  a  wife 
and  children  living  with  their  parents  ;  Carter  has  two  children  ;  William  Odell, 
four ;  Benjamin  Cox  has  five ;  the  age  of  the  oldest  child  of  John  Carter  is  five 
years  ;  William  Odell's  is  12,  and  Benjamin  Cox's  is  16  ;  the  age  of  the  youngest 
of  John  Carter's  is  two  ;  the  age  of  the  youngest  of  William  Odell's  is  one  ;  the 
age  of  the  youngest  of  Benjamin  Cox's  is  one.  The  number  of  weeks  the  labourers 
were  emploved  in  1834  :  John  Carter  was  employed  only  10  weeks,  William  Odell 
was  employed  17  weeks,  Benjamin  Cox  was  employed  12  weeks.  The  rate  of  wiiges 
per  week  :  John  Carter  received  9s.,  William  Odell  received  lO.f.,  Benjamin  Cox 
received  Ss.  The  amount  of  wages  of  labour  for  employment  in  1834  was  :  for 
John  Carter,  4/.  lO.v.,  for  William  Odell,  SI.  lO.s-.,  for  JBenjamin  Cox.  4/.  16*., 
and  additional  for  harvest;  they  always  make  something  more  in  harvest,  and  in 
each  of  those  cases  we  have  allowed  them  2/.  additional  for  hanest.  The  amount 
of  earnings  of  the  labourer's  wife  and  children  :  of  Carter  there  is  no  account 
of  the  amount ;  William  Odell,  10/.  8*.  ;  the  amount  of  Benjamin  Cox,  16/.  2s.  ;. 
additional  for  gleaning,— John  Carter's  wife  we  have  allowed  10*.,  she,  not  being 
at  plaiting,  goes  gleaning. 

6ob6.  Have  you  found  that  the  families  of  many  of  those  labourers  are 
employed  in  straw-plaiting  and  lace-making  ? — A  great  many  of  them  are  engaged 
either  in  the  plait  or  the  making  of  lace. 

6087.  And  from  that  source  of  employment  the}  derive  income  for  their 
families  which  labourers  who  have  not  those  advantages  cannot  derive  ? — Yes, 
this  amount  of  money  from  Cox's  and  from  Odell's  famihes  is  for  making  straw- 
plait. 

246.  B  6088.  William 
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Mr.  James  Turner.      6088.  William  Odell,  having  a  wife  and  four  children,  they  could  earn  10/.  8s. 

in  that  occupation  ? — Yes. 

37  March  1838.        6o8c).  lienjaniin  Cox,  having  a  wife  and  four  children,  you  ascertained  that 
they  could  get  IGZ.  ? — That  was  the  statement  they  made  to  us. 

6090.  Mr.  J^stcourt.]  That  they  did  get  it  in  that  year? — Yes. 

6oqi.  Mr.  Fielden.]  John  Carter  you  give  credit  for  \0s.  at  gleaning,  suppose 
his  wiie  to  be  employed  in  that  way  ? — Certainly,  because  John  Carter's  wife  is 
not  plaiting,  and  we  took  it  for  granted  she  would  go  to  glean. 

()0()2.  Mr.  Barnebi/.]  Are  you  aware  how  much  they  pick  up  in  gleaning? 
— I  have  known  them  pick  up  two  bushels,  and  two  and  a  half ;  that  is  what  they 
have  stated  to  us. 

6()()3.  That  you  consider  to  be  worth  only  10.s-.  ? — Two  bushels  would  be 
worth  \0s.  ;  that  we  consider  it  worth. 

6oq4.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Will  you  proceed  with  the  other  items? — Allowance  from 
the  parish  for  work,  and  relief  for  labourer  and  his  family:  John  Carter  received 
from  the  parish,  in  1834,  13Z.  18s. 

Go()5.  Chairman.]  John  Carter  had  only  two  children  in  1834,  and  he  was 
aged  35  ;  was  he  an  able-bodied  man?— Yes. 

6096.  Did  you  find  that  the  practice  in  that  parish  was  to  give  parish 
relief  to  able-bodied  labourers  when  they  were  in  health  and  had  only  two 
children  ? — Yes. 

6097.  In  what  shape  was  it  given? — It  was  given  in  money;  they  called  it 
going  to  gravel-pits  ;  they  used  to  send  them  to  the  gravel-pits  ;  and,  if  you  will 
examine  the  returns  that  have  come  ia  of  that  parish,  you  will  find  those  men 
with  their  names  receiving  so  much  money  in  this  year ;  it  is  from  that  source 
that  I  derive  the  figures  of  the  amount  of  money  received  :  William  Odell  14/.; 
Benjamin  Cox,  l(j/.  10s.;  total  income  of  family  for  John  Carter,  20/.  18s.; 
total  income  of  William  Odell,  34/.  18s.  ;  total  income  of  Benjamin  Cox, 
39/.  8s. 

6098.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Will  you  state  what  the  outgoings  from  those  three 
families  were,  according  to  the  statements  which  you  have  received  from 
them  ? — The  outgoings  for  rent  and  fuel  and  rates,  were,  for  John  Carter, 
6/.  10s. 

6099.  Chairman.]  Did  you  find  that  those  persons  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  parish  relief,  paid  rates  ?--Not  in  1834,  but  they  do  now. 

Gioo.  But  this  refers  to  1834  ?-— The  word  rates  should  not  have  been  in  that 
head,  because  it  is  not  applicable  to  1834,  but  applicable  to  1837. 

6101.  Mr.  Hodges.']  Will  the  amount  be  affected  by  striking  out  the  word 
rates?— No;  the  amount  of  the  rent  and  fuel  of  Wilharu  Odell,  G/.  18s.; 
Benjamin  Cox,  G/.  18s. 

6102.  Mr.  Fielden.]  What  was  the  rent  ?— One  paid  Is.  a  week,  and  the 
other  two,  3/.  a  year  each. 

6103.  Have  they  any  ground  attached  to  their  cottages?— A  small  garden  ;  it 
may  be  three  or  four  polos. 

6104.  Not  ground  enough  to  grow  potatoes  for  the  consumption  of  the 
family  ?— Not  in  those  instances  ;  and  for  fuel,  we  reckon  it  costs  them,  taking 
winter  and  summer,  about  Is.  6d.  per  week  ;  in  the  winter  it  will  take  them  2s., 
but  in  the  summer  it  will  be  less  ;  the  net  income  applicable  for  food,  clothing, 
soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries,  is,  for  John  Carter,  14/.  8s. ;  WiUiam  Odell, 
21.  8s. ;  Benjamin  Cox,  32/.  IDs. 

6105.  Will  you  give  the  next  item  ? — Number  of  persons  in  the  labourer's 
family :  in  John  Carter's,  four  ;  WiUiam  Odell's,  six  ;  Benjaniin  Cox's,  seven ; 
average  income  per  head,  for  the  year  1834,  3/.  12s.  for  John  Carter; 
4/.  13s.  4c/.  for  WiUiam  Odell ;  4/.  13s.,  for  Benjamin  Cox;  average  income 
per  head,  per  week.  Is.  4c/.  for  John  Carter;  Is.  Ofc/.  for  Wilham  Odell; 
Is.  9\d.  for  Benjamin  Cox. 

61  oG.  Lord  John  Russell.]  1  asked  you  whether  you  had  been  aware  that  a 
petition  was  presented  from  the  Hundred  of  Redbornstoke  in  the  year  1829, 
describmg  the  state  of  that  hundred  before  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  was 
introduced,  and  you  said,  you  were  not  aware  of  it ;  I  wish  to  read  some  part 
of  it,  that  you  may  see  whether  it  agrees  with  what  you  have  heard,  and 
whether  it  agrees  with  what  you  consider  the  present  state  of  that  hundred  ;  it 
was,  "  A  petition  of  the  magistrates  of  the  hundred  of  Redbornstoke,  in  the 
county  of  Bedford,    and  of  the  churchwardens  and    overseers   of  the   several 

parishes 
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parishes  therein,  in  behalf  of   the  agricultural  and  labouring  poor  of   the  said   Mr.  james  Turner 

hundred  ;"   and,   amongst  other  things,    it    is    stated,    "  That    the    hundred  of        

Redbornstoke  comprises  the  small  market  town  of  Ampthill,  and  13  other  27  March  1838. 
parishes ; — that  it  possesses  no  manufacture  of  any  kind,  except  tViose  of  lace 
and  straw-plait,  which  are  in  so  depressed  a  state  as  to  yield  little  benefit  to  the 
poor ;"  after  some  other  statements  with  respect  to  the  number  of  able-bodied 
persons,  and  their  increase,  it  is  stated,  "  that  the  number  of  able-bodied  men 
is  in  consequence  become  so  great,  that  many  farmers  refuse  to  employ  their 
proper  proportion  of  them  upon  their  farms,  and  throw  them,  both  for  work  and 
maintenance,  upon  the  hands  of  the  overseers,  retaining  for  their  own  service 
the  smallest  number  compatible  with  the  management  of  their  business ;  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  injudicious  practice,  the  number  of  labourers  who  are 
now  almost  constantly  on  the  hands  of  the  overseers  is  become  formidably 
great,  varjang  in  the  different  parishes  of  that  hundred  from  10  to  79,  and 
amounting  for  the  whole  hundred,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  to  618  ;  that 
the  present  mode,  to  which  the  overseers  are  in  a  great  measure  driven,  of 
employing  such  considerable  numbers  of  men  in  large  bodies  in  the  repair  of 
the  highways,  and  of  paying  them  out  of  the  poor-rates,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
petitioners,  operated  with  far  greater  efficacy  than  any  other  cause  in  producing 
those  numerous  and  formidable  evils  under  which  argriculturists  now  labour, 
and  must,  if  suffered  to  continue,  lead  to  consequences  most  disastrous  to 
society."  Have  you  heard  that  in  those  times  there  were  a  great  many  la- 
bourers employed  on  the  highways?  — I  have,  and  I  beheve  it  is  true  that  there 
were  a  great  many. 

6107.  The  petition,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  diminution  of  capital,  says 
that  "while  they  cannot  but  regard  the  unprofitable  expenditure  of  so  much 
property  year  after  year,  as  a  great  pecuniary  evil,  both  to  themselves  and  the 
public,  they  look  upon  the  moral  effects,  the  idleness,  insubordination  and  crime, 
which  the  present  system  of  employing  them  has  produced  upon  the  character  of  the 
labourers  themselves,  as  far  more  pernicious  and  deplorable ;  that  such  is  the 
idleness,  such  the  aversion  to  hard  labour,  already  contracted  under  the  present 
mode  of  employment,  by  many  of  the  labourers,  who  have  for  a  considerable 
time  been  accustomed  to  it,  that  they  frequently  refuse  to  encounter  certain  kinds 
of  work,  such  as  threshing,  to  which  men  never  used  to  object,  and  prefer  their 
present  idle  and  unprofitable  occupation  on  the  roads,  with  little  more  than  half 
the  wages,  to  harder  work  and  full  ])ay  ;  that  the  present  system,  if  suffered  to 
continue,  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners,  eventually  infect  the  whole 
body  of  agricultural  labourers,  and  produce  such  universal  and  inveterate  idleness 
as  shall  be  incompatible  with  the  due  cultivation  of  the  soil."  Have  you  heard 
that  the  custom  of  employing  men  on  the  highways  did  produce  the  aversion  to 
harder  and  more  difficult  kinds  of  labour  ? — The  system  of  paying  men  for  not 
working  as  much  as  for  working,  was  an  inducement  lor  them  not  to  work,  and 
it  congregated  them  together  in  a  manner  which,  as  I  stated  before  when  I  w^as 
examined,  was  an  evil  which  was  complained  of,  and  which  did  produce  the  effects 
stated  in  that  petition,  I  am  persuaded  of  it. 

6108.  It  is  further  stated  in  that  petition.  "  that  the  custom  which  the  overseers 
are  compelled  to  adopt,  of  employing  the  surplus  labourers  in  large  bodies  in  the 
repairs  of  the  roads,  by  affi)rding  them  frequent  opportunities  of  discussing, 
brooding  over  and  exaggerating  the  grievances  to  which  they  think  themselves 
unnecessarily  and  unjustly  exi)osed,  has  produced  in  their  minds  a  general  and 
settled  feehng  of  hostility  towards  the  farmers,  whom  they  look  upon  as  their 
oppressors,  which  not  unlrequently  vents  itself  in  violent  personal  reproaches,  or 
in  threats  of  injury  to  the  person  or  property  of  the  overseers,  threats  which  have 
sometimes  been  carried  into  effect,  and  have  driven  the  overseers  to  seek  for 
protection  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  by  an  indictment  in  a  court  of  justice ; 
that  such  is  the  strength  and  prevalence  to  which  this  spirit  of  hostility  on  the 
part  of  the  labourers  has  in  some  places  already  attained  as  almost  to  bid  defiance 
to  control,  and  such  the  mutual  enmity  and  opjiosition  which  it  has  produced 
between  themselves  and  the  farmers  as  to  render  their  intercourse  in  many 
instances  a  source  of  annoyance,  and  tiie  office  of  overseer  almost  intolerable." 
Have  you  heard  that  there  used  to  be  those  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  overseers  were  insulted,  and  the  indisposition  to  undertake  the  office? — I  have 
heard  that  that  was  the  case. 

6109.  The  petition  likewise  says  :  "that  these  evils,  however,  great  as  tliey 
246.  B  2  are 
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Mr.  James  Tvrntr.  are,  are  not  the  worst  consequences  of  the  present  system;  that   it  is,  on  tlie 

contrary,  productive  of  crimes  still  more  formidable   and   injurious   to  society, 

47  March  1838.  and  of  almost  every  dcirrce  of  moral  turpitude  ;  o\'  hedgc-l)rcai<in!^,  cuttinij  down 
live  wood,  and  of  day  poachinir,  in  the  first  instance;  and  in  the  next,  of  ni^ht 
poaching  in  lar{;e  bodies,  of  breakinj;  open  and  robbing  the  prennses  of  farmers, 
of  wantonly  destroying  their  property,  sheej)-stealing,  highway  lobbcry,  &c.  ; 
that  the  detection  of  crimes  of  every  kind  is  become  extremely  difhc:ult,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  numbers  infected  with  this  felonious  sjjirit,  and  the  system  of 
intimidation  which  they  exercise  over  those  who  would  otherwise  give  evidence 
against  the  offenders  ;  that,  under  these  circumstances,  it  has  been  deemed 
necessary,  in  some  places  in  tlie  hundred,  to  appoint  night  watchers  to  protect 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  ;  that  these  are  some  of  those  evils  aiising  chiefly 
from  the  present  mode  of  employing  and  ])aying  the  surplus  labourers,  under 
which  the  petitioners  have  long  suffered,  and  to  the  uninterrupted  progress  of 
which  they  cannot  look  forward  witbout  great  dismay  ;"  have  you  heard  statements 
which  would  induce  you  to  think  that  that  is  a  correct  account  of  the  state,  at 
that  time,  of  the  Hundred  of  Redbornstoke  ? — To  a  very  considerable  extent ;  1 
believe  that  those  statements  were  at  that  time  true. 

6110.  Do  you  believe,  likewise,  that  they  arose,  in  a  great  measure,  as 
those  petitioners  state,  from  the  manner  of  employing  and  paying  the  surplus 
labourers  ? — I  do. 

6111.  Do  you  tliink,  upon  the  whole,  that  that  would  be  a  correct  picture  of 
the  town  of  Ampthill  and  the  Hundred  of  Redbornstoke  at  the  present  time  ? — 
Perhaps  it  may  have  been  rather  coloured  a  little  ;  I  should  think,  taking  it  in 
general,  from  all  the  accounts  I  can  gather,  that  that  was  sometliing  near  the 
truth  ;  I  should  think  that  that  was  the  state  in  which  the  countiy  was  at  that 
time. 

61 12.  Do  you  consider,  or  not,  that  if  it  were  so  stated  at  present  it  would  be 
an  exaggeration  of  the  truth  ? — I  believe  it  would  be  very  little  ;  I  believe  that 
there  is  very  much  of  that  applicahle  now  that  was  applicable  at  that  time  ;  that 
is,  first,  as  regards  poaching,  there  is  not  so  much  of  that,  for  the  best  reason  in 
the  world,,  there  is  very  little  to  poach  ;  as  regards  sheep-stealing,  all  the 
experienced  men  in  that  part  of  the  country  say  there  never  was  so  much  sheep- 
steahng  as  there  has  been  this  last  winter,  in  that  part  of  the  country  ;  and  there 
never  was  so  much  petty  crime  practised  amongst  the  labourers,  those  who  have 
no  constant  work,  as  at  the  present  time  ;  it  does  not  follow  because  they  are  not 
convicted  and  recorded,  that  there  is  no  crime  committed  ;  1  am  quite  certain, 
from  all  the  information  that  I  could  get,  that  the  ill  feehng  between  the  labouring 
people  and  those  above  them  is  very  bad  ;  there  is  a  very  strong  and  ill  feeling 
now,  much  more  than  is  generally  imagined,  much  more  than  I  have  witnessed 
in  the  north  on  any  occasion. 

(tii3.  You  state  that  the  practice  of  employing  those  surplus  labourers  on  the 
highway  has  been  discontinued: — It  has. 

6114.  Has  not  that  made  some  improvement,  both  in  the  state  and  in  the 
feelings  of  the  labourers  with  regard  to  the  employers  ?— A  great  many  now  have 
■nothing  to  do  ;  during  the  last  winter  they  have  had  no  work  at  all,  so  that  their 
condition  has  been  worse  than  it  was  even  when  they  were  on  the  roads ;  then 
they  had  something  to  dej^end  upon  ;  now  they  have  nothing  to  depend  ujion. 

on. 3.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  during  the  whole  winter  they  were  without 
any  employment,  and  without  relief  from  the  poor-rates  ?— A  great  many  were  ; 
on  the  1 7th  of  February  there  were,  in  Ampthill  parish  alone,  50  persons  out  of 
employment. 

find.  From  what  do  they  derive  their  means  of  subsistence  for  themselves  and 
their  families  ? — Tliat  is  a  question  that  they  could  not  even  themselves  answer  ;  I 
have  asked  them  how  they  hved,  they  seemed  puzzled;  the  answer  was,  "  We 
cannot  tell ;"  some  part  of  their  family  would  be  earning  a  trifle  by  plaiting, 
some  by  making  lace  ;  but  those  who  get  a  trifle  by  making  lace,  it  is  very  little 
indeed  ';  and  they  eke  out  a  subsistence  in  that  sort  of  way  ;  and  in  the  hack  end  of 
the  year  they  have  gathered  up  some  potatoes  ;  they  were  living  on  their  ])otatoes  ; 
thai"^  was  the  manner  in  which  they  lived  ;  I  have  frequently  seen  them  have 
potatoes  boiled,  an.d  their  expression  was,  "  if  they  could  get  pepper  it  was  a 
luxur}- :"  they  have  lived  in  that  sort  of  way. 

6117.  Such  having  been  the  condition  of  the  labouring  population,  as  described 
In  this  petition,  and  v^liich  vou  confirm  as  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  do  you 

think 
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tliink  that  it  would  be  at  all   fair  and  just  to  attribute  to  the  new  Poor  l>a\v  the  Mr.  Jamcn  Turner. 

present  condition   of  the  labourers,  which  you   describe  as  ven.'  hard  and  ven,- 

Kuffering  r — But  their  condition  now  is  much  worse  than  it  was  then  ;  and  inas-      ^7  >larcb  1838. 
much  as  they  are  worse  now,  as  far  as  resiards  deficiency  of  necessaries  of  life, 
in  compai-ison  with  what  there  was  at  that  time,  in  .so  far  as  that  I  attribute  to  the 
introduction  of  the  new  l-'oor  Law. 

in  1 8.  Do  not  you  find  that  the  fanners  take  a  greater  number  of  labourers  into 
employment  on  tlieir  farms  than  they  did  before  ? — Not  many  more  ;  some  of  tlie 
farmers  do  not  take  any  n\ore,  some  take  one  more. 

6119.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  village  of  AVestoning  r — Yes,  I  have  made 
some  particular  inquiries  into  that  village. 

O120.  What  did  you  heai-  to  be  the  general  character  of  that  village  ? — There 
the  poor,  I  think,  some  of  the  families  there,  are  as  badly  off  as  in  any  parish  that 
we  visited. 

()\-2\.  But  with  respect  to  their  character  in  past  years,  without  speaking  of 
individuals,  as  to  poaching  and  depredations  s'— That  there  are  in  that  j)arish  now 
a  good  many  poachers,  and  have  been,  and  it  has  borne  the  name  of  harbouring 
poachers,  and  there  have  been  two  or  three  connnitted  to  piison  irom  that  i)arish 
for  poaching.  While  we  were  in  Bedfordshire,  one  man  who  had  buried  his  \vife, 
under  verv  unfortunate  circumstances  (he  had  no  work,  he  has  either  two  or 
three  children,  I  think  three),  went  out  with  another  man,  who  was  an  old  poacher, 
to  seek  for  something  for  victuals  ;  the  family  had  not  tasted  food  for  two  days, 
but  a  bit  of  bread  that  his  sister  had  given  him, — either  he  or  his  children ; 
they  went  out,  I  believe,  with  the  intention  ol"  getting  something  if  they  could  ; 
they  had  a  gun  with  them  ;  they  did  not  use  it,  but  they  were  found  some  yards 
from  the  foot-path,  after  the  sun  had  set  in  the  evenmg,  and  they  now  are  in 
prison  for  poacliing ;  and  no  labourer  in  the  parish  bore  a  better  chaiacter  than 
one  of  them  did ;  if  he  had  had  work  to  do,  he  woidd  have  done  it,  but  having 
no  work,  and  having  been  without  victuals  for  two  days,  with  the  exception  of  a 
little  that  his  sister  had  given  them,  he  went  out  to  seek  somethin;:,  and  all  the 
people  that  knew  him  bore  testimony  that  he  would  not  have  gone  if  he  had  had 
work  to  have  done. 

6122.  Are  there  many  fanners  in  Westoning  who  are  capable  of  employing  a 
good  number  of  labourers,  or  are  they  generally  poor  farmers  ? — I  do  not  know 
whether  the  fanners  are  j)oor  or  not  ,  this  1  know,  that  there  arc  not  four  men 
and  a  boy  to  eveiy  100  acres  of  land  in  the  parish  ;  in  addition  to  that,  there  are 
about  12  or  14  labourers  employed  out  of  the  parish  ;  my  impression  is,  from  all 
the  information  I  could  gather,  that  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  land  to  employ 
the  labourers,  if  they  thought  proper. 

6123.  Is  there  not  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  to  employ  men 
who  are  reckoned  either  bad  or  unsettled  characters  ? — There  certainly  is;  and 
one  of  those  persons  that  is  now  in  prison  for  poaching  from  the  ])arish  ol 
Westoning;  I  saw  a  letter  from  him  the  other  day  ;  it  had  come  to  his  mother 
from  Bedford,  in  which  he  stated  that  if  he  could  only  get  work,  if  the  farmers 
would  only  employ  him,  he  never  would  poach  again,  and  that  because  they  had 
no  work,  they  had  been  driven  into  this  system  of  living. 

6124.  ^It.  Fielden.[  What  were  the  imfortunate  circumstances  of  the  man 
who  has  been  convicted  of  poaching  to  which  you  just  now  alluded? — His  wife 
died ;  she  was  confined  ;  three  days  after  her  confinement,  an  infiammation  took 
place ;  she  was  found  to  be  very  ill  ;  they  iipplied  to  the  overseer ;  the  overseer 
gave  them  a  note  to  come  to  Ampthill,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  to  the  re- 
lieving officer  to  get  a  doctor  for  her  ;  the  relieving  officer  would  not  look  at 
the  note. 

(ii2',.  Chairman.}  What  is  the  name  of  that  individual? — .Mark  Herbert,  in 
the  parish  of  Westoning. 

fii26.  Mr.  Fieldcii.]  What  became  of  the  wife  of  this  poor  man? — Her 
father  went  back  the  same  evening,  and  there  was  no  doctor,  and  she  was 
getting  still  worse ;  they  went  again  the  next  morning,  and  applied  to  the 
relieving  officer  again  ;  he  would  not  grant  them  an  order  ;  the  surgeon  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  village  of  Westoning  at  the  time  ;  they  made  known  the 
vase  to  the  surgeon,  and  he  said,  they  must  go  again  to  Ampthill  and  get  an 
order  from  the  relieving  officer,  so  that  he  could  attend  ;  he  said,  "  I  am  going 
iack  to  Ampthill  ;  you  go  to  the  reUeving  officer,  and  tell  him  1  want  to 
see  him." 

246.  a  3  6127.  [Chairman. 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       6 1 27.   Chciirman.l  What  is  the  name  of  the  surgeon? — Mr.  Chapman. 

(iijS.  Is  he  a  medical  man  employed  by  the  union  ? — He  is  ;  lie  sent  for  the 

27  March  1838.  relievinp;  officer;  the  relieving  oHiccr  said,  "  If  it  is  one  of  your  idle  days,  it  is 
not  one  of  mine ;  I  shall  not  go  ;"  the  surgeon  saw  the  relieving  ofKcer  going  to 
church,  and  called  him  in,  and  thus  got  an  order  to  attend  to  the  woman  ; 
he  attended  on  her  four  times,  but  she  died  of  an  inflanunation  in  two  or 
three  days. 

(Si 20.  How  long  had  s[\e  been  ill  before  she  was  attended  by  the  doctor? — 
She  was  confined  on  the  Thursday,  and  on  the  Saturday  ap])lication  was  made, 
and  she  died  on  the  Wednesday  following. 

6130.  When  did  the  doctor  see  her? — On  the  Simday. 

6131.  At  what  time  was  the  application  made? — On  tiie  Saturday. 

6132.  At  what  time  in  the  day.' — I  think  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  I 
would  not  be  sure  to  an  hour  or  two. 

*  til 33.  Apphcation  was  then  made  to  the  overseer? — Application  was  made  to 

the  overseer  on  Saturday ;  lie  writes  a  note  to  the  relieving  officer  at  Ampthill ; 
that  note  is  not  attended  to. 

(1134.  When  does  the  relieving  officer  get  the  note? — On  the  Saturday  ;  it  was 
carried  by  the  woman's  father  to  the  relieving  officer. 

6135.  At  what  time  did  the  relieving  officer  get  it? — I  should  suppose  in  the 
afternoon,  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  towards  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

6136.  When  did  the  medical  man  see  the  woman? — On  Sunday. 

6i  37.  At  what  time  ?  —  I  believe  in  the  forenoon  of  Sunday  ;  he  came  imme- 
diately after  he  had  got  the  order,  and  the  order  was  given  when  the  relieving 
officer  was  going  to  church. 

6138.  Do  you  say  that  the  relieving  officer,  on  the  first  application,  refused  to 
a;ive  the  order  ? — I  do  sav  so. 

6139.  What  reason  did  he  give  for  refusing? — I  cannot  tell;  he  would  not  look 
at  the  note. 

(")i40.  Do  you  mean  that  the  woman's  father  put  into  the  relieving  officer's 
hands  a  letter  from  the  overseer,  desiring  him  to  give  an  order  for  medical 
attendance  for  this  woman,  and  that  the  relieving  officer  refused  to  op^  the 
note  ? — 1  do,  and  the  woman's  father  will  come  forward  and  state  that  before  the 
Committee,  if  required. 

6141.  This  was  on  the  Saturday  afternoon;  what  did  the  father  of  the  woman 
do  upon  being  refused  by  the  relieving  officer  '. — He  came  back  to  the  parish. 

6142.  What  step  did  he  then  take? — I  am  not  quite  sure  what  step  he  took 
then  [ihe  Witness  re/erred  to  his  papers.]  It  does  not  appear  that  any  steps  were 
taken  that  night,  after  he  got  back;  but  the  doctor  was  in  the  neighbourhood  the 
next  morning,  the  Sunday  morning;  he  was  attending  a  woman  in  that  parish. 

6143.  At  what  time  was  the  doctor  there? — Early  on  the  Sunday  morning. 

6144.  Did  the  man  then  go  to  the  doctor  ? — He  did,  and  stated  his  case,  and  the 
doctor  came  and  examined  the  case,  and  said,  "Go  to  Ampthill,  and  I  will  meet  you 
at  Ampthill  directly,  and  tell  the  relieving  officer  I  want  him." 

{)14.5.  The  woman's  father,  finding  that  the  doctor  was  in  Westoning  parish  on 
the  Sunday  morning,  applied  to  hiin  ? — On  the  Sunday  morning  it  was  the 
husband  who  applied  to  the  doctor,  and  it  was  the  husband  who  came  to  Ampthill 
on  the  Sunday. 

614I).  On  the  Sunday  morning  it  was  the  husband  who,  finding  the  doctor  was 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  sent  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  come  to  the 
house  ? — Yes. 

6147.  Did  he  go  to  the  house? — I  am  informed  that  he  went  and  saw  her 
situation,  and  told  him  that  they  must  go  to  Ampthill  for  something  for  her,  and 
have  some  leeches. 

6148.  The  doctor  came  and  saw  the  woman,  and  examined  her  state  ? — Yes. 

6149.  And  desired  the  husband  to  go  to  Ampthill  immediately? — Yes. 

f)  1 50.  Did  he  desire  him  to  go  to  Ampthill  in  order  to  bring  back  some  leeches, 
or  something  else  that  he  might  want  ? — First  to  get  an  order,  and  then  to  bring 
some  prescription. 

t)i5i.  The  husband,  in  consequence,  went  to  Ampthill? — He  did,  and  he 
went  to  the  relieving  officer,  and  told  him  that  Doctor  Chapman  wanted  to  see 
him;  the  answer  he  gave  was,  "  I  shall  not  go  ;  if  it  is  one  of  your  idle  days,  it 
is  not  one  of  mine." 

6152.  The 
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6152.  The  relieving  officer  made  that  answer  to    the  woman's  husband? —  Mr  james  Turner. 
Yes.  

6153.  How  happened  it  that  the  overseer,  being  appUed  to  in  this  instance,     27  March  1838. 
did  not  himself  give  an  order  for  medical   attendance  upon   the  woman  ? — In 

such    instances    as    these  tiie    doctor  does    not  attend    to    an    order  from   the 
overseer. 

6154.  Do  not  you  know,  that  under  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  and  under 
the  rules  of  the  Commissioners,  the  overseers  have  the  power  of  giving  a  medical 
order  in  any  case  of  emergency  that  may  occur? — I  do. 

61,5.5.  If  this  woman  having  been  recently  confined,  and  being  very  ill,  re([uired 
immediate  assistance,  do  you  not  consider  that  a  case  of  urgent  necessity  ? — 
I  do. 

61 5r).  Do  not  you  know  that  any  magistrate  has  the  power  of  giving  an  order 
in  such  a  case  ? — I  do. 

61.57.  How,  then,  can  you  account  for  it,  that  the  overseer  did  not  give  an  order 
upon  the  medical  man  ? — I  know  that  such  men  can  give  orders,  but  I  know  that 
they  have  been  refused,  and  are  refused. 

61.5S.  Do  you  know  that  such  an  order  given,  would  have  been  refused  by  the 
medical  man  1 — I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  have  been  in  that  instance,  but 
I  do  know  other  cases  where  the  overseers  have  given  orders  to  the  doctor,  and 
he  has  refused  to  go. 

61.59.  ^^  y^"  know  what  he  has  stated  as  the  ground  of  his  refusal  ? — Yes  ; 
that  they  are  not  j^aupers  ;  that  he  contracts  for  the  paupers,  and  does  not  con- 
tract for  all  the  poor. 

6160.  What  is  the  form  of  the  medical  contract  in  Ampthill?— I  do  not 
know. 

6161.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  form  of  the  medical  contract  under  which  the 
medical  men  engage  to  attend  the  poor  in  the  Ampthill  Union  ?  —  I  have  not ;  I 
never  had  the  means  of  seeing  it. 

6162.  I  will  read  to  you  this  part  of  it  ;  this  is  a  contract  between  certain 
guardians  and  Daniel  Bull,  surgeon,  of  Cranlield,inthe  county  of  Bedford  :  "Daniel 
Bull  agrees  to  attend  the  poor  of  that  division  of  the  Union  of  Ampthill  called 
the  Cranficld  district,  consisting  of  the  parishes  of  Crantield,  Marston,  Moretaine 
and  Lidlington,  and  to  furnish  all  medicines  and  other  requisites  in  all  medical, 
surgical  and  midwifery  cases,  and  to  vaccinate  the  paupers  of  the  said  district, 
whether  belonging  to  any  parish  of  the  union  or  not ;  to  attend  any  order  of  a 
relieving  officer,  magistrate,  churchwarden  or  overseer,  without  intjuiring  whether 
the  person  so  directed  to  be  attended  be  a  pauper  or  not,  to  inspect  the  inmates 
of  the  workhouses,"  and  so  on,  in  the  said  district  ;  should  you  not  consider, 
under  this  contract,  that  the  medical  man  would  have  been  bound  to  attend  to  the 
order  of  the  overseer  in  such  a  case  ? — When  I  stated  that  I  had  proof  of  a  medical 
man  not  attending  to  the  order  of  the  overseer,  that  is  the  medical  man  that  I  was 
alluding  to. 

6163.  Then,  if  those  expressions  which  I  have  read  arc  the  terms  of  his  con- 
tract, should  you  not  conceive  that  if  the  medical  man  had  acted  in  the  way  you 
have  described,  he  has  violated  his  contract? — I  am  not  aware  whether  the  order 
that  was  given  by  the  overseer  of  Westoning  (for  I  wish  to  go  back  to  that  now), 
was  such  an  order  as  would  have  induced  the  doctor  to  attend  ;  but  I  believe  the 
note  which  he  gave,  was  a  note  to  the  relieving  officer,  that  Ehzabeth  Herbert  was 
in  a  very  dangerous  state,  and  requesting  him  to  give  a  medical  order. 

6164.  If  the  overseer,  the  case  being  one  of  danger,  gave  an  order  to  the  patient's 
hu.sband  or  father  to  the  relieving  officer,  instead  of  giving  it  directly  to  the 
medical  officer,  should  you  think  tliat  the  overseer  had  done  his  duty? — I  should 
think  not;  if  the  overseer  was  in  possession  of  one  of  the  printed  forms  that  they 
give  to  the  doctor  to  give  to  those  who  apply  to  him ;  if  he  gave  the  order  to  the 
relieving  officer,  instead  of  to  the  doctor  himself,  I  think  he  was  not  doing  his 
duty  :  I  am  not  aware  whether  he  had  a  pi  luted  form  in  his  possession;  and  it  is 
very  likely  that  he  might  have  sent  a  note  to  the  relieving  officer,  instead  of  to 
the  doctor  himself,  as  the  doctor  and  the  relieving  officer  live  near  each 
othei-. 

616,5.  This  is  a  passage  from  a  paper  which,  I  am  told,  is  sent  by  the  board  of 
guardians  to  every  parish  in  the  Ampthill  Union:  "In  cases  of  sudden  and 
urgent  necessity,  such  as  serious  illness,  or  calamitous  accident,  if  there  are  proper 
grounds  for  supposing  that  evil  would  arise  from  the  delay  of  allowing  relief  to 
.    246.  B  4  be 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  be  administered  in  its  usual  course,   tlie  overseer  has  the  power  of  directing 

relief  to  he  t;ivcn  in  medicine,  by  tiic  medical  officer  of  tlie  district  ;"  these  being 

27  March  1838.  the  instructions  of  the  board  of  guardians,  and  the  case  being  such  as  you 
describe,  shoidd  you  not  consider  tliat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  overseer  to  have 
given  an  order  upon  the  medical  ofhcer,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  medical 
officer,  in  compliance  with  tlie  terms  of  his  contract,  to  attend  to  that  order? — I 
think  it  was  ;  and  I  think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to  look  at  the 
note  when  it  was  presented  to  him. 

()i(it).  Mr.  Fk'lden.]  Do  you  know  whether  the  man  who  lost  his  wife  knew 
that  Mr.  Bull  had  contracted  to  attend  the  poor  '? — Mr.  Bull  is  not  the  medical 
officer  of  that  de])artment  of  the  union  ;  that  is  Mr.  Chapman. 

buij.  The  poor  man  made  his  application  to  the  relieving  officer  ? — -He  made 
his  ai)})lication  first  to  the  overseer ;  he  then  received  a  note  from  the  overseer 
to  the  relieving  officer,  stating  that  the  case  was  an  extreme  one,  and  the  result 
proved  that  it  was  ;  and  the  note  was  not  looked  at. 

(iifiS.  Will  you  ])roceed  with  your  tabular  statement  respecting  Carter, 
Odell  and  Cox,  and  show  what  they  had,  and  what  they  were  employed  on  in 
1837.' — This  was  a  contrast  which  1  made  of  two  .separate  years;  I  took 
first  1834,  and  then  followed  out  their  condition  in  1837  ; — work  employed  in 
in  1837:  John  Carter  is  threshing;  William  Odell  is  at  jobbing-labour  again, 
and  Benjamin  Cox  is  jobbing  ;  number  of  weeks'  employment  for  John  Carter 
in  1837,  43;  the  number  of  weeks  which  William  Odell  is  employed  in 
1837,  is  38  weeks;  the  number  of  weeks  which  Benjamin  Cox  is  employed  in 
1837,  is  ")2  weeks  ;  he  is  in  constant  work  ;  the  rate  of  wages  per  week  :  John 
Carter  receives  9*.,  William  Odell  receives  8s.,  and  Benjamin  Cox  receives  9.v.  ; 
the  amount  of  wages  of  labour  at  employment  for  John  Carter,  is  19/.  7s.  ; 
William  Odell  receives  15/.  46'.  ;  Benjamin  Cox  receives  23/.  Hn.  ;  additional  for 
har\'est,  the  same  as  before,  2/.  in  each  case  ;  earnings  of  the  labourer'.s 
wife  and  c-hildren  :  Carter's  wife  is  not  a  jjlaiter,  she  gleans  ;  William  Odell's 
wife  and  children,  10/.  8s.  ;  Benjamin  Cox's  wife  and  family  earned  10/.  8s., 
that  is,  4s.  a  week  they  made  by  plaiting. 

bibg.  Clidirnian.]  Is  not  one  family  more  numerous  than  the  other? — One 
of  Cox's  family  is  a  boy,  and  he  does  not  plait ;  then  for  gleaning  for  Carter, 
10s.;  allowance  from  parish  for  1837,  nothing;  total  income  of  the  family :  of 
John  Carter,  21/.  17s.;  William  Odell,  27/.  12s.;  Benjamin  Cox,  35/.  I6s.  ; 
outtroinirs  for  rent,  fuel  and  rates  :  for  Carter,  ti/.  14,v.  (id.  ;  for  Odell,  71.  2s.  6d. ; 
for  Benjamin  Cox,  7/.  2.v.  6d. 

6170.  Formerly  the  outgoings  consisted  of  rent  and  fuel,  and  the  rates  are 
now  added!' — Since  the  passing  of  this  new  law  poor  people  are  all  rated  ta 
the  pooi-rates,  and  the}'  used  not  before. 

()171.  Are  tho.se  rates  paid  by  them?— Ves. 

til 72.  Are  none  of  them  excused  by  the  magistrates  on  account  of  poverty? 
— I  am  not  sure  of  the  amount  in  this  parish  that  were  excused  in  the  parish 
of  Ampthill  ;  I  think  there  are  only  four  exceptions  in  the  parish,  notwith- 
standing all  their  poverty. 

(1173.  Four  who  do  not  actually  pay  the  rates? — Yes,  the  overseer;  I  happened 
to  be  acquainted  with  him,  for  he  came  to  the  house  that  we  stopped  at  some- 
times in  theeveninsr;  and  he  stated  to  me  that  they  had,  I  think  he  said  four,  that 
were  exce])te(l  ;  but  these  are  families  that  would  not  be  excused  at  all. 

()174.  Sir  T.  Frcmantle.]  How  many  rates  are  there? — Three  eighteen-penny 
rates. 

(ii7.-;.  Do  you  know  at  what  rate  they  are  assessed  in  cottages  ? — No  ;  I  know- 
that  the  rate  was  Is.  6d. 

(h-h.  Mr.  Wdldrj/.]  Have  they  gardens? — Very  small  gardens,  three  or  four 
poles. 

r)i77.  Are  they  not  used  as  potato-ground? — They  have  not  much  i  they  grow 
a  few  potatoes,  but  not  a  sufficiency. 

()i  7S.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Will  you  proceed  with  the  statement  ?— For  medical  clubs 
I  have  no  account. 

(1171).  Have  you  been  informed  that  the  poor  persons  residing  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  are,  many  of  them,  compelled  to  i)ay  to  inedical  clubs,  or  to  have  no 
attendance? — The  doctors  state,  and  I  am  prepared  with  the  names  of  those  who 
state,  that  if  the  families  are  not  in  medical  clubs,  they  will  not  attend  upon  them, 
except  they  are  able  to  put  the  money  down ;  and  I  have  the  rules  of  one  of  the 

medical 
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medical  clubs,  is.sued  by  one  of  tbe    doctors  ;  net  income  applicable  for  food,  Mr.  Ju„.t>  Turner. 

clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries  :  in  John  Carter's  case,  15/,  2s.  Ocl.  ;       

in  William  Odell's   case,  20/.  !)a-.   Gd.  ;  in   IkMijaniin  Cox's  case,  28/.  13a-.  Gd.     27  .March  1838. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  family  of  Carter's  case  is,  five;  in  Odell's,  seven  ;  in 

Cox's,  eight.  Average  income  per  head  for  the  year:  for  Carter,  3/.  0.y.  10(/. ;  Odell, 

21.  18.S.  tir/.;Cox,  3/.  1 1  .v.  Hd.   Income  per  head   per  week  for   1837:    Is.   2d 

for  Carter;  1*-.  2^d.  for  Odell;   1  v.  43^.  for  Cox.      Income  per  head  per  week 

for  1834  :  for  Carter  was  1  .v.  4d.  ;  Odell,  \s.  9^d. ;  Cox,  1a-.  9^d. 

6180.  That  shows  that  Carter  had  2d.  a  head  less  for  his  family  to  live  upon 
in  1837  than  in  1834  ?— Yes. 

6181.  And  Odell  had  8(/.  per  head  less  '.—Yes. 

6182.  And  Cox  ^)d.  per  head  less  ? — That  is  correct. 

6183.  Chairman.]  Cox's  children  have  grown  up,  have  they  not? — Yes,  but 
plaiting  is  considerably  worse,  it  does  not  make  so  much  money ;  the  difference 
between  the  price  paid  for  plait  in  1837  and  1834  is  something  like  25  per  cent. 

6184.  The  price  has  fallen? — Very  considerably  ;  that  which  in  1834  would 
have  fetched  Is.  4d.  a  score  would  not  now  fetch  more  than  Is. 

G11S5.   What  are  Cox's  children? — Girls,  I  think. 

6186.  The  eldest  are  girls? — Yes,  four  are  girls. 

6187.  How  old  is  the  "eldest  girl?— The  eldest  of  Cox's  in  1837  was  19. 

6188.  Was  she  employed  in-doors  at  plaiting? — Yes. 

6189.  Could  she  not  have  got  out  to  service? — I  do  not  know  whether  she 
could  or  not. 

6190.  You  do  not  know  whether  she  tried  to  get  out  to  service  or  not? — No, 
but  the  girls  in  that  part  of  the  country  do  not  go  out  to  service  much  ;  they 
stop  at  home  to  this  plaiting. 

6191 .  Do  not  the  farmers  employ  servants  v* — Yes. 

6192.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Will  you  be  prepared,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days, 
to  put  in  a  statement  showing  every  one  of  those  families  that  you  have  visited 
in  Westoning,  in  the  same  way  that  this  statement  does?— I  will ;  I  will  endea- 
vour to  get  it  ready;  I  had  one  in  the  course  of  preparation,  but  it  was  not 
finished. 

[Mr.  Ckadwick  delivered  in  certain  Papers. —  Vide  Appendix.] 
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APPENDIX  TO  RKPORT  FROM  SKI.FCT  COMMITTHF, 


APPENDIX. 


AMPTHILL     UNION. 


A  RETl'RN  of  the  Number  of  Workhouses  in  Ampthill  Union  ;  in  what  Parish  each  is  situate  ;  the  Dietaries  of  each 
Workhouse;  the  Classification  practised  in  each  Workhouse;  and  stating  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what.  Alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  Dietary  and  Classification  since  the  formation  of  the  Union  ;  and  the  Reason  for  such,  if  any.  Alterations. 


1 

Names  of 

Dietary  of 

Alteration 

Reasons  for 

Alteration  in  the 

Reaiions  for 

Parishes  in 

in  Dictarj- 

Classification  in  each 

ClaNiification 

Alteration  in 

^i 

which  the 

each 

of  each 

Alteration 

Cla^fiilication 

^;a 

Workliouses 

Workhouse 

Workhouse. 

in  each  Workhouse 

of  each 
Workhouhe. 

o 

B.S 

are  situate. 

Workhouse. 

(if  any). 

in  Dietary. 

(if  any). 

' 

Ampthill     - 

See  one  at- 
tached. 

•    none    - 

— 

-  -  The  classification  in  the 
workhouse  is  simply — 

-  -  None  at  pre- 
sent ;  hut  the  guar- 

— 

Wards  and  yards  for  Men. 
.,            >>            Women. 

di,inH  hfivc  in  con- 

templation of  effect- 

Boys. 

n            II             Girls. 

ing  a  more  complete 
classification,  by 
dividing  tht-  yards, 
which  are  now  very 
lar^e,  and  making 
other  ward.5,  and 
day-rooms  for  the 
old  and  infirm  of 
both  sexes. 

• 

The  Returns  for  each  year  are  alike. 


DIETARY  for  able-bodied  Men  and  Women  in  the  Ampthill  Union  Workhouse. 


Breakt.xst. 

Dinner. 

.SurPER. 

Bread. 

Gruel. 

Bread. 

Meat. 

Potatoes. 

Soup. 
pints. 

Pudding. 

Bread. 

Cheese. 

Broth. 

02. 

pints. 

nz. 

oz. 

lbs. 

oz. 

oz. 

oz. 

pints. 

I^unday       .         -         - 

4 

4 

4 

I 

- 

- 

4 

- 

'J 

Monday      -         -         - 

4 

4 

- 

- 

IJ 

- 

li 

' 

- 

Tuesday      - 

4 

4 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

14 

Wednesday  - 

4 

4 

- 

- 

n 

- 

<i 

1 

- 

Thursday    - 

4 

4 

4 

1 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 1 

'a 

Friday 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

6 

1 

- 

Saturday     -         -         - 

4 

'  i 

4 

~ 

n 

- 

6 

1 

~ 

Old  people,  of  60  years  of  age  and  upwards,  may  be  allowed  I  oz.  of  tea,    7  oz.  of  butter  and  8  oz.  of  sugar  per  week,  in    lieu 
of  gruel  for  breakfast,  if  deemed  expedient  to  make  this  change. 

Children  under  nine  years  of  age  to  be  dieted  at  discretion  ;  above  nine,  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantities  as  the  able-bwlicd. 
Sick  to  be  dieted  a.s  directed  by  the  medical  oiTiti-r. 
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WOBURN   UNION.     (Monday.)     Aspley,  Wobum,  Beds. 

7th  February  1838. 
iviJl   receive  herewith  cncIoHcd  the  remainder  of  the  Returns  ordered  by  The  House  of  Commons ;   viz.  Medical  Return  • 
Dietary  of  the  Workmen,  &c.;  Number    of  Workhouse*  built,  &c. ;  Average   Number  of  Inmates  in  Workhouse,  &c. ;  and 
Amount  of  Rates  excused,  &e, 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  (signed)  Wifl"  Cole,  Clerk. 

E.  Chadwick,  Esq.,  Secretary,  &c.  &:c.  &c. 


Sir, 
You  will 


A  RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Workhocses,  &c. 


Number 

of 

Workhouses  in 

Union. 


Name  of 

Parish  in  which 

Workhouse 

is  situated. 


Woburn 


Dietary 

of 

Workhouse. 


As  annexed 


Alteration  in 
Dietary 
(if  any). 


As  annexed 


Reasons  for 
Alteration 

in 
Dietary. 


-  -  On  com- 
plaint of  its 
insufliciency. 


Classification. 


-  -Able-bodied  men 
or  women,  men 
above  60,  women 
do. ,  boys  under  16, 
gills  do. 


Alteration 

in 

Classification 

(if  any). 


No: 


Reasons  for 

Alteration 

in 

Classification. 


(signed)  WiW  Cole,  Clerk. 


DIETARY  for  Able-bodied  Men  and  Women  in  the   Wohm-n   Workhouse,  from  the  12th  February  1836  to  the 

2l9t  January  1837. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

SnrpEB. 

Bread. 

Gruel. 

Cooked 
Meat. 

Potatoes. 

Soup. 

Suet  or 

Rice 
Pudding. 

Bread. 

Cheese  or 
Butter. 

Broth. 

oz. 

pints. 

oz. 

lbs. 

pints. 

or. 

oz. 

oz. 

pitds. 

n 

14 

^      ,              /Men     - 
Sunday      -  |^^^^^ 

6 

•1 

5 

6 

i 

i 

- 

— 

6 

6 

: 

,,      ,              /Men     -          -         - 
Monday     -  |„.„„,,„          .         , 

6 
0 

14 

- 

- 

n 
li 

- 

t\ 

2  01.  of 
cheese,  or 
1  oz.ofbutter 

}: 

T-'-'^y     -  {wrmen-         I         I 

6 
5 

IJ 

5 
5 

i 
i 

— 

- 

6 
5 

_ 

Wednesday   {"™  ,„"         \         .' 

6 
5 

li 

- 

li 
li 

- 

6 
5 

ditto 
ditto 

Twsday.{^^—    :    : 

6 
3 

U 
IJ 

5 
5 

i 
1 

- 

: 

6 

If 

„.,                /Men     - 

Fr.day       -  \y!„^^^         .         . 

6 
5 

li 
li 

: 

u 

12 

5 

ditto 
ditto 

/  - 

^  ^    .            /Men     - 

Saturday  -  |^^^^^         _         . 

6 
0 

li 
11 

- 

- 

li 

14 

- 

6 
6 

ditto 
ditto 

- 

Old  people  of  60  years  of  age  and  upwards  may  be  allowed  I  01.  of  tea,  7  oz.  of  butter,  and  8  oz.  of  sugar  per  wetk,   in  lieu 
of  gruel  for  breakfast,  if  deemed  expedient  to  make  this  change. 

Children  under  nine  years  of  age  to  be  dieted  at  discretion  ;  above  nine  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantities  as  women. 
Sick,  to  be  dieted  as  directed  by  the  medical  officer. 

(signed)  mw  CoU,  Clerk. 


DIETARY  for  Able-bodied  Men  and  Women  in    the  iroburn  Workhouse,  from  the  2Ist  January  1837  to  the  present  time. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Cooked 

Suet 

Bread. 

GrucL 

Cooked 
Meat. 

Potatoes  in 
their  skins. 

Soup. 

or  Rice 
Pudding. 

Bread. 

Cheese  or 
Butter. 

Brotli. 

oz. 

pints. 

oz. 

lbs. 

pints. 

oz. 

oz. 

oz. 

pinlt. 

-.       ,               fMen     -          -          - 
Sunday      -  -^^Vomen         -         - 

6 
3 

4 
4 

I 
1 

: 

— 

6 
3 

I 
1 

Monday      -    {^^.^^^          _"          ] 

6 
5 

_ 

-i 

-i 

li 
li 

- 

6 
5 

I 
1 

- 

Tuesday    -  {^(r™^^;        :         : 

6 
5 

4 
4 

1 

1 

- 

6 
3 

1 
I 

- 

Wedne^i^y    {^^         -         J 

6 
3 

- 

-i 

-i 

li 
li 

- 

6 
5 

1 
1 

- 

T^""*'y:- {wlen-    :    : 

6 
5 

4 
4 

1 
1 

- 

6 
5 

H 

•'""■■y       -{rmen-         ."         : 

6 
3 

: 

- 

- 

16 
14 

6 
3 

1 
1 

s^t-^-^y  -  (woL;    :    : 

6 
5 

- 

-1 

-i 

li 
li 

6 
6 

1 
1 

Old  people  of  60  years  of  age  and  upwards  may  be  aUowcd  on  meat-days,  2  01.  of  biead  in  litu  cf  half  the  quaniitv  of  rota, 
toes;  and  on  soup-da)-B.  4  oz.  of  bread,  instead  of  potatoes,  for  dinner;  as  also  the  able-bodied  women,  when  actually'cn'Dloved 
m  washing.  '       '    • 

Old  people,  as  above,  may  be  allowed  tea  in  the  following  quantities  :  1  oz.  each  per  week  to  a  run  Icr  net  ejccfrfioR  wvcn  • 
7  oz.  to  a  number  exceeding  seven,  and  not  exceeding  nine  j  8  oz.  to  a  number  exceeding  nine,  and  not  excctdiie  1 1  •  ?  oz  of 
butter  and  8  oz.  of  sugar  each  p<'r  week,  instead  of  gruel  for  breakfast.  e        >  •  <» 

Able-bodied  women  employed  in  washing  may  be  allcwod  at  the  rate  of  half  an  n.  of  tea  and  3  oz.  of  sucar  each,  for  crerr 
tlirw  days  actually  so  employed,  m  hou  of  gruel  for  breakfast,  if  so  desired. 

Children  under  nine  years  of  age  to  lie  dieted  at  discretion  ;  above  nine,  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantiticsas  women. 

biek,  to  be  dieted  as  directed  bv  the  medical  officer. 

January  31,  1838.  '  (,ip,^)  ^-../ZiV,™  Cde.  Oart 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPe:>RT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


BEDFORD     UNION. 


Sir, 


Bedford,  Febroary  17,  1838. 


Tur  Return  ordered  by  tbe  Committe*  of  the  House  of  CommoM,  from  thi«  Union,  wm  completed  yesterday,  ud  forw»rd«J 
thii  morning  to  you. 

By  tbis  post  I  send  you  the  Diet»ry  of  the  Workhouse,  ordered  by  the  same  Committw. 

No  time  has  been  lo.t  in  preparing  the  Return,  and  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  ezpre«aing  my  thanks  for  the 
Rtat  asaistanoe  rendered  to  me  by  BIe»si».  PUlin  and  Purdy,  of  whose  attention  and  perseverance  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
term*. 

E.  Chadwick,  Esq. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  

A  RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Wobkhol-ses  in  the  Union  of  Bedford,  in  what  Parish  each  is  situate,  the  Dietaries  of 
euh  Workhouse,  the  Classification  practised  in  each  Workhouse,  and  sUting  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  Dietary  and  Oassification  since  the  formation  of  the  Unions,  and  the  reason  for  such,  if  any,  alteration, 
pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Administration  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 


1  am.  Sir,  your  ol>ediunt  servant, 

(signed)  Sam'  Wing, 

Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Names  of  Parishes 

in  which 

the  Workhouses 

are  situate. 


St.  Peter,  Bedford 


Dietary  of 

each 
Workhouse. 


-  as  set  forth 
below. 


Alteration 

in  Dietary  of 

«ach  Workhouse 

(if  any). 


Reasons 
for  alteration  of 
I       Dietary. 


Classification 

in 
Workhouse. 


Alteration 

in 

CUwification 

(if  any). 


-  -  as  directed  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commiswon- 
ers,  in  their  Rules  for 
the  regulation  of  Work- 
houses. 


Reasons 
for  alteration. 


Bedford,  February  17,  1838. 


^signed ) 


5am'  Ifint/, 

Clerk  of  the  Union. 


GENERAL    DIETARY. 


Bkeaefast. 


Bread. 


Sunday 


(Mta 
\Woroon  - 


Monday     -   ("^  '. 


Tuesday 


(Men 
Women  - 


_  ,       ,         fJIen 
Wednesday    "^^^Vomen  • 

Thursday  -  -^Womcn 


Friday 

Saturday  -  <  y^- 


fMen 
\Women 


.Men 
omen  - 


Cheese 


Butter. 


DlNKEB. 


5> 


16 
10 


M 


CU  5 


OOJ" 


16 
10 


16 
10 


Bread. 


Cheese. 


1  r   ""^ 
J-J  small 


if  ""; 


Supper. 


Bread. 


Butter 


Cheese. 


i{ 


OUIOD. 

one 
small 
oDion. 


if  ""i 

.s   small 


omon. 
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1 

1 
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Otn  PrortE, 

Being  60  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
The  weekly  addition  of  1  oi.  of 
tea  and  milk,  also  an  arlditional 
meat-pudding  dinner  on  Thursday 
in  each  week,  in  lieu  of  bread  and 
cheese  for  those  whose  age  and 
infirmities  it  may  be  deemed  proper 
and  requisite. 

Children. 
Bread  and  milk  for  their  break- 
fast and  sujtper,  or  gruci,  when 
milk  cannot  be  obtained  ;  also  such 
proportion  of  the  dinner  diet  a* 
may  be  requisite  for  their  respec- 
tive ages. 

Sicc. 
Whatever   is  ordered  for   them 
bv  the  medical  officer. 


SUSSEX. 

Lewes,  March  26,  1838. 

1«  ^mphancewith  the  Order  of  the  Committee  on  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act.  I  beg  leave  to  tran«nit  herewith  a  Re. un. 
of  all  the  Inquest,  held  upon  the  bodies  of  illegitimate  infant  children,  and  of  children  whose  n.others  were  unknown,  that  have 
come  under  my  jurisdiction,  in  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  the  verdicts  given  upon  the  «une,  from  the 
1st  January  1830  until  the  present  time. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  dead  bodies  of  infent  chUdren  on  which  no  inquest  was  held. 

I  beg  leave  to  notice,  that   the  Rape  of  Hastings,  within  the  Eastern  Division  of  Sussex,  is  a  franchise  under  the  jur.sd.cUo„ 
of  a  coroner,  appointed  by  the  lord  of  the  honour ;  Mr.  Thomas  Charles  feUingham.  of  Battle,  U  the  present  coroner. 
I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  my  other  information  which  may  be  required  by  the  Committee,  and  am. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  senant, 

F.  H.  Gen. 
H.  B.  Maynf,  Esq.  , 
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A  RETURN  of  aJI  the  Inqiests  held  by  Francii  Harding  GeU,  one  of  the  Coronere  of  the  County  of  Suutx,  upon  the  Bodies  of  Illegitimate 
iiirANT  CuiLDRFW,  and  of  Childbek  whose  Mothers  wire  unknown  within  the  Rapes  of  Leica  and  Pnauey,  in  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  laid 
County,  and  aim  within  a  gmaU  part  of  the  Rape  of  Bramltr,  in  the  Western  Division  of  the  came  County>  and  the  Verdicts  given  upon  the  same,  from 
the  I»t  of  January  IbSO  to  the  25th  of  March  lf3S  ;  both  days  inclusive. 


No. 

DATE. 

SEX. 

Where  held. 

VERDICT, 

REMARKS. 

1830: 

1. 

14  April  1830 

Female  (mother  unknown)  - 

Brighton    - 

-  -  Found  in   a  privy  in  E«ex-place ; 
not  known  whether  born  alive. 

No  marks  of  violence. 

2. 

9  May     1830 
1831: 

Male  (mother  unknown) 

Frant 

-  -  Found  concealed  in   a  privy ;  full 
grown,  but  not   known  whether  bom 
alive. 

No  marks  of  violenct. 

'• 

28  Mar.     1831 

Male  (mother  unknownj 

Brighton    - 

-  -  Found  concealed  in  a  plantation  at 
Patcham  ;  full  grown,  bnt  not  known 
whether  bom  alive. 

No  marks  of  violanc*. 

2. 

5  Sept.    1831 

1832: 

-  -  Male,   the  child  of  Alice  Ash- 
down  ;   ( little  farmer's  daughter). 

Waldron     - 

StiJl-bom. 

•• 

5  July      1832 

-  •  Female    (illegitimate    child     of 
Frances  liarnes,  labourer's  daughter  ). 

Mayfield     - 

Found  concealed  in  a  field ;  still-born. 

2. 

27  Nov.     1832 

-  -  .Male  (illegitimate  child  of  Jane 
Baker,  servant. 

Eastbourne 

-  -  That  the  mother  delivei«d  her»elf 
on  a   night-stool,   in  the  contents   of 
which  the  child  was  accidentally  suffo- 
cated. 

3. 

26  Nov.     1832 

1833: 

1834: 

Female;  (mother  unknown > 
-None. 

Old  Shoreham     - 

I. 

21  April  1834 

Female  (mother  unknown) 

Brighton    - 

-  -   Found    concealed    in    a    rabhit- 
burrow  on  White  Hawk   Hill ;  wilful 
murder  against  some  person  or  persons 
unkooH'n. 

2. 

24  April   1834 

1835: 

-  -  Not   discoverable  (mother    un- 
kuown). 

Brighton    - 

-  -  Found   buried  in  a  coffin  on  the 
Downs;  still-born. 

I. 

4  Sept.    1835 

-  -  Female    (illegitimate    child     of 

Brighton    - 

-  -  Found  in  the  pri\-y  of  the  Caven- 

- -  Emma  Chapman  w&f  after- 
wards tried  for  conceahng  tlw 

Emma  Chapman,  single  woman,  ser- 

dish Arms,    bnt  whether  bora    alive 

vant). 

or  not,  uaknown. 

birth,  and  acquitted. 

2. 

12  Sept.    1835 

-  -  Female ;  aged  one   month  (ille- 

Rotherfield 

Natural  death  from  convulsions. 

gitimate  child    of    Leah    'Wilkena, 

single  woman,  labourer's  daughter). 

3. 

5  Oct.     1835 

Female  (mother  unknown)    - 

Brighton    - 

-  -  Found    in    the 
known  whether  bon 

churchyard;     not 
1  alive. 

4. 

28  Oct.     1 835 

-  -  Male  (the  child  of  Ann  Chat- 

Uckfield     - 

Wilful  murder  by  st 

rangline     - 

-  -  Ann  Chatfield  wa«  aft«r- 

field,  single  woman,  seriant). 

wards   tried  and  acquitted  of 

1836: 

the  murder,  but  found  guilty 

1. 

16  Jan.      1636 

-  -  Female    (illegitimate    child     of 
Frances  Cornwell,  single  woman). 

Brighton    • 

.-  -  Found  in  a  privj- ;  not  discover- 
able whether  born  alive   or  not ;  no 
mark?  of  virlenre. 

of  concealing  the  birth. 

2. 

25  Feb.     1836 

-  -  Male  (illegitimate  child  of  Zil- 
pab  Wickens,  labourer's  daughter). 

Fletchlng  - 

Died  of  congenital  umbilical  heraia.   - 

3. 

29  Nov.    1836 

-  -  Male  (illegitimate  child  of  Ann 

Cckfield     - 

-  -  Concealed  in  a  slop-pail ;  not  known 

-  -  This  party  was  not  prose- 
cuted,   as    no    person    would 

1837: 

Attrell,  single  woman,  servant). 

whether  bom  alive  or  not. 

undertake  the  prosecut.on, 
there  being  t'uen  no  provision 

I. 

4  Jan.      1837 

-  -  Male  (illegitimate  child  of  Sarah 

Brighton    - 

-  -  Found   in     a    water-closet ;    not 

Deacon,  single  woman,  servant). 

knoivn  whether  born  alive. 

for  the  expense  of  doing  so. 

2. 

15  Feb.     1837 

-  -  Female    (illegitimate     child    of 

Cuckfield    - 

Natural  death. 

Charlotte  Packham,  five  weeks  old). 

3. 

17  Aug.    1837 

-  -  Male,  five  weeks  old  (illegitimate 
child  of  Lydia  Reed). 

Berwick 

Natural  death. 

A. 

14  Oct.     1837 
1838: 

Female  (mother  unknown)    - 

Urvelsfield  - 

-  -  Found  in  a  pond ;    not  known  whe- 
ther boro  ali\-e. 

I. 

27  Jan.      1838 

-  -  Male  (illegitimate  child  of  Mary 
DowHen,  widow). 

Brighton    - 

StiB-bom. 

2. 

16  Feb.     1838 

-  -  Male  (illegitimate  child  of  Mary 

Brighton    - 

-  -  Found  in  a  privy;  not  known  whe- 

- -   This   woman    has    since 

Hnlinan,  single  woman,  servant,  out 

ther  bom  alive. 

been  convicted  of  concealing 

of  place). 

the  birth. 

3. 

3  March  1638 

-  -  Female    (illegitimate    child     of 

Ringmer    - 

-  -  Found  in  a  pond  ;  not  known  whe- 

• -  This  woman  has  since  been 

Mar)-  Shepheard,  servant). 

ther  bora  alive. 

tried  for  concealing  the  birth, 
and  acquitted. 

NUMBER    OF    INQUESTS. 


1S30 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 


niegitinute. 

Mother 
unknown.  ! 

Illegitimate. 

Mother 

1835 

1836 

1837             ... 

1638 

unknown. 

- 

None. 

1 

2 
None. 
None. 

2 

1  1 
1 

None.      I 

2  1 

3 
3 
3 
3 

1 
None. 

1 

15 

8 

i'.  Harding  Grll, 

A  Coroner  of  Sussex. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


A  RETl'RN  of  alJ  the  Inquests  held  upon  the  bodies  of  Illecitimati  Infant  Cuilueen  within  the  Rape  of  flatlingt,  Ice 
in  the  County  of  Susaez,  from  the  lat  day  of  January  1830  to  the  23d  day  of  March  1838. 


When  taken. 

ON    WHOM. 

VERDICT. 

1832: 
March  22     - 

1836: 
July  23        - 

1838: 
February  22 

March  9        - 

A  female  bastard  rliild  at  Northiam 

A  femah!  in£uit  unknown,  at  Hastings       -         -          .          -          .          .          - 

A  new-bom  female  child  found  dead  in  Hucksteep  Wood,  in  Mountficld 

A  new-born  male  bastard  child  at  Bexhill           -..--- 

ViMitatioo  of  God. 
Found  dead. 

Ditto. 

f  Not  known  whether  born 
^_       alive  or  not. 

There  have  been  no  cases  where  the  dead  bodies  of  in&nt  children  have  come  under  my  notice,  but  no  inquest  held  thereon. 
Battel,  2  April  1838.  Coroner. 

RETURN  of  an  Inqcest  holdcn  on  the  Boily  of  an  ItLEGiTiM.VTE  Isfakt  Child  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  ancient  Town  of 
Winc/iehea,  and  the  Liberties  thereof,  in  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  County  of  Sussex. 


NAME. 

DATE. 

VERDICT. 

Eliiabeth  Pope  Southerden     - 

24  June  1834    - 

-  -  That   they   (the  jur)-)  believe  the   said    Elizabeth  Pope 
Southerden  accidentally  tell  into  a  certain  well  at  Camber,  in 
the  parish  of  Winchclsea,    and  was  drowned   in   the  waters 
thereof,  and  by  that  means  came  to  her  death. 

^-  3_ jfo  other  inquest  has  been  holden  on  the  body  of  illegimate  children  from  the  1st  of  January  1830  to  the  present  time. 

In  reply  to  a  note  requesting,  by  desire  of  the  Poor  Law  Committee,  that  "  I  will  also  procure,  as  &r  as  practicable,  a  retiirn  of 
those  cases  where  the  drad  bodies  of  infant  children  have  come  under  my  notice,  but  no  inquest  held  thereon,  and  state  in  which  of 
those  cases  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  such  children  were  illegitimate,"  I  beg  to  observe,  that,  being  a  surgeon,  dead  bodies  of 
infant  children  frequently  come  under  my  notice,  but  I  never  make  a  practice  of  inquiring  whether  they  are  illegitimate  or  not, 
and  therefore  I  can  afiford  no  information  on  that  point. 


April  1838. 


John  Beaumont,  Coroner  of  WincheKsea. 


DURHAM, 


In  answer  to  Orders  made  by  the  Committee  for  "  Returns  of  all  the  Inquests  held  upon  the  bodies  of  illegitimate  Infant 
Children  in  the  County  of  Durham,  and  in  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  the  Verdicts  given  upon  the 
same  from  the  1st  of  January  1630  to  the  present  time,  specifying  the  dates  of  such  Inquests,  and  of  the  cases  (if  any)  where 
the  dead  bodies  of  Infant  Children  have  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Coroner,  but  no  Inquest  held  thereon,"  the 
following  answers  have  been  received. 


A  RETURN  of  aU  the  Inqitests  held  upon  the  Bodies  of  Illegitimate  Infant  Children  in  the  County  of  Durham,  and 
the  Verdicts  given  upon  the  same,  from  the  1st  of  January  1830  to  the  present  time,  specifying  the  Dates  of  such  Inquests  ; 
also,  a  Return  of  the  Cases  where  the  Dead  Bodies  of  Infant  Children  have  been  brought  under  the  Notice  of  the 
Coroner,  but  no  Inquest  held  thereon  ;  made  from  the  Returns  transmitted  to  me  by  the  several  Coroners  of  the  County. 


By  whom 
Inquests  held. 


Mr.     Michael     Hall, 
coroner  for  Chester 
ward. 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


On  what  Bodies  Inquests  held, 
and  where ; 
or  where  Bodies  found. 


-  -  New-bom  male,  found  on  the 
banks  of  the  Wansbeck,  parish  of 
Bedlington. 

-  -  New-bora  fem.ile,  found  in  a 
dunghill  at  Brinkbura  House,  town- 
ship of  South  Sliields. 

-  -  New-born  female,  found  in  Ash 
Midden,  at  Hedworth,  parish  of 
Jarrow, 

-  -  New-born  female,  found  buried 
in  a  garden  at  Stella,  parish  of 
Ryton. 

-  -  New-born  male,  found  in  a 
drawer  in  a  house,  parish  of  Gates- 
head. 

-  -  New-born  female,  found  in  a 
house,  township  of  South  Shields. 


VERDICTS. 


Dead  Bodies 

of  Infant  Children 

brought  under 

Notice  of 

Coroner,  but  no 

Inquest 

held  thereon. 


Found  dead. 

Found  dead. 

-  -  (')  Wilful  murder  against 
the  mother. 

(•>)  Found  dead. 
(•>)  Found  dead. 
Born  dead. 


(*)  The  mother  was  afterwards  tried. 

(*■)  The  mother  was  prosecuted  for  the  concealment. 
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A  RzTURN  of  all  the  Inquests  held  upon  the  Bodies  of  Illegitimate  Infant  Children  in  the  Countj-  of  Durham— continued. 


By  whom 
Inquesti  held. 


Mr.     Michael     Hall, 
coroner  for  Chester 
Ward. 
Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 


Dates 

of 

Inquests. 


27  March  1834 

4  Aug.  1834 
22  Dec.     1835 

25  March  1 836 

5  AprU   1836 

2  June  1836 
19  Sept.  1836 
19  Oct.     1836 

7  Nov.  1836 
19  Dec.     1836 

7  AprU  1837 
-March  1838 


Mr.  Thomas  Christo-      13  March  1832 
pher^laynard, coro- 
ner  lor    EaeingtOD 
Ward. 


Ditto 


-  I  23  Feb.      1 835 


Ditto 


DiMo 


Mr.  William  Trotter, 
coroner  for  Darling- 
ton Ward. 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


8  June    1837 


14  Aug.    1837 


30  March  1832 


16  Sept    1832 
9  April    1836 


8  Sept.   1837 


Mr.    Thomas    Henry  '  21  May     1835 
Faber,  (')  coroner  [ 
for  Stockton  Ward.  { 


On  what  Bodies  Inquests  held, 

and  where  \ 

or  nhere  Bodies  found. 


-  -  New-born  female,  found  in  an 
empty  room  at  Svvolwell,  parish  of 
Wickham. 

-  -  New-bom  male,  found  in  a  yard, 
paribh  of  Gateshead. 

-  -  New-born  male,  found  in  the 
river  Wear,  parish  of  Mookwear- 
mouth. 

-  -  New-bom  male,  found  in  the 
churchyard,  parish  of  Gateshead. 

-  -  Nevr-bom  female,  found  on  the 
edge  of  Jarrow  Slake,  parish  of 
Jarrow, 

-  -  New-born  male,  at  Bladon, 
parish  of  Ryton. 

-  -  New-hurn  male,  found  in  a  pail 
or  tub  at  Jelling,  parish  of  Heworth. 
•  -  New-born  male,  found  in  a  pit 
at  Ravensworth  colliery,  parish  of 
Lamesley. 

-  -  New-bom  male,  found  in  a  garret 
at  South  Shields. 

-  New-born  female,  found  in  a 
dwelling-house  at  Hebburn,  parish 
of  Jarrow. 

-  -  New-bom  female,  found  in  Ash 
Midden,  township  of  South  Shields. 

-  Infant  male,  at  the  workhouse 
in  Framwellgate,  in  or  near  the  city 
of  Durham. 

New-born  female,  Bishopwearmouth 


-  -  New-bom  male.  Saint  Nicholas, 
in  the  city  of  Durham, 


-  -  New-bom  female.    Saint  Giles, 
in  or  near  the  city  of  Durham. 


New-bom  female,  Bishopwearmouth 


VERDICTS. 


Dead  Bodies 

of  Infant  Children 

brought  under 

Notice  of  the 

Coroner,  but  DO 

Inquest 

held  thereon. 


Male  child,  Witton-le-Wear 


Female  child,  Blackwell 
Female  child,  Windlestone    - 


Male  infant  child,  Wolsingham 


C^)  Found  dead. 

(•>)  Found  dead, 
Foiud  drowned. 

Found  dead. 
Found  dead, 

C)  Found  dead. 
Found  dead. 
Found  dead. 

(■>)  Found  dead. 
(>>)  Found  dead. 

(")  Found  dead. 

-  -  (e)  Wilful  mnrder  againit 
the  mother. 

-  -  'W'hether  the  child  bora 
alive  or  not,  jurors  could  not 
say,  but  that  Mar)*  Borrow, 
the  mother,  did,  by  throwing 
it  down  a  privy,  endeavour 
to  conceal  its  birth. 

-  -  Found  dead  in  a  garden 
in  the  s.iid  parish ;  that 
there  were  no  marks  of  vio- 
lence upon  the  body  ;  but  of 
whose  body  brought  forth, 
or  how  he  came  to  his  death, 
jurors  could  not  say. 

-  -  Found  dead  by  a  road 
side  in  the  said  parish  ;  but 
from  whose  body  brought 
forth,  or  whether  born  alive 
or  not,  jurors  could  not  say. 

-  -  Found  dead  on  the  bed 
of  the  river  Wear,  below  high- 
water  mark ;  no  marks  of 
violence ;  born  alive ;  but 
from  whose  body  brought 
forth,  or  by  what  means  it 
came  to  its  death,  jurors 
could  not  say. 

-  -  Bridget  Cowen,  the  mo- 
ther, guilty  of  concealing  the 
birth. 

Found  drowned. 

-  -  Ann  Charlton,  the  mo- 
ther, guilty  of  concealing  the 
birth. 

-  -  Jlother  guilty  of  conceal- 
ing the  birth. 

(') 


{')  The  mother  was  taken  before  the  magistrates  for  the  concealment,  but  was  not  committed. 
(^)  The  mother  wns  suffered  by  tlie  parish  offirers  to  go  about  her  business,  without  puuishmciit. 
(*•)  The  mother  was  prosecuted  for  the  concealment. 
(*)  Tlie  mother  committed  for  trial  at  the  next  a(^«^izes. 

(')  Mr.  Faber'ft  return  is  from  the  6th  December  1831,  the  date  of  his  appointment. 

(y)  The  medical  gentleman  examined  on  this  inquest,  stated,  that  the  body  was  an  .at>ortion,  Mid  never  had  life,  and  oo  verdict 
wai  returned  by  the  jury  ;   the  police  being  directed  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  mother,  but  which  discovery  baa  oevcr  bcro  mad*. 


3  AprU  1838. 


John  DnnHf 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Durham. 
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24  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  !^ELECT  COMMITTEE 


Sir,  Borough  of  Rye,  March  2a,  1838. 

In  obedienre  to  the  order  of  "The  Select  Committee  on  tlie  Poor  Luw  Amendment  Act," 
dated  the  23d  of  March  instant,  "  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Committee  a  Return  of  all 
the  inquests  held  upon  the  bodies  of  illegitimate  infant  children,  kc,"  I  beg  to  state  that 
I  have  had  occasion  to  hold  only  one  niquest  since  I  have  ofliciated  as  coroner  in  this 
borough,  and  that  inquest  was  upon  the  body  of*a  married  woman  who  was  accidentally 
driven  over.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  cases  of  premature  deaths  of  children,  as  require 
an  inquest  to  be  holden  upon  their  bodies,  having  occurred  during  the  time  of  my  coronership 
for  this  borough. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 
David  Manser, 
Coroner  for  the  Borough  of  Rye. 


Sir,  Hastings,  March  24,  1888. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  23d  instant,  requesting  a  Return  of  all  the  inquests- 
held  upon  the  bodies  of  illegitimate  infant  children  that  have  come  under  my 
jurisdiction  within  the  Borough  of  Hastings,  &c.,  from  tlie  1st  January  1830 
to  the  present  time  ;  and  also,  a  return  of  those  cases  where  dead  bodies  of 
infant  children  have  come  under  my  notice,  but  no  inquests  have  been  held 
thereon,  &c.,  I  beg  to  return  as  m  the  margin. 


)        JVil. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

John  G.  Shorter, 
The  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  Coroner, 

on  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 


Sir,  Battle,  March  26, 1838. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  and  the  order  of  the  "  Select  Committee  on 
the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,"  which  accompanied  the  same,  desiring  a  "  Return  of  those 
cnses  where  the;  dead  bodies  of  infant  children  have  come  under  my  notice,  but  no  inquest 
held  thereon;  "  and  also  a  "Return  of  all  the  inquests  held  upon  the  bodies  cf  illegitimate 
infant  children  that  have  come  under  my  jurisdiction,  in  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  county 
of  Sussex,  and  the  verdicts  given  upon  the  same,  from  the  1st  of  January  1830  to  the  present 
time,"  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  no  such  dead  bodies  have  come  under  my  notice,  nor  have 
any  such  inquests  been  held  during  the  above  period,  in  the  Hundred  of  Robertsbridge. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
Ja'  Martin, 
Coroner  for  the  Hundred  of  Robertsbridge. 
To  H.  B.  Mayne,  Esq. 


Town  and  Port  of  Seaford,  in  the  County  of  Sussex. 

A  RETURN  of  all  the  Inquests  held  upon  the  bodies  of  Illegitimate  Infant 
Children  and  of  Infant  Children  whose  Mothers  were  unknown,  that  have  come 
imder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bailiff  for  the  time  being  as  Coroner  of  the  said  Town  and 
Port,  and  the  Verdicts  givea  upon  the  same,  from  the  1st  of  January  1830  to  the  present 
time. 

No  Inquest  has  been  held  upon  the  body  of  any  illegitimate  infant  child  in  the  town  and 
port  of  Seaford  within  the  above-mentioned  periods. 

No  cases  of  dead  bodies  of  infant  children  have  come  under  the  notice  of  the  Coroner  for 
the  said  town  and  port  within  the  same  periods. 

Fr.  Harding  Gell. 
Town  Clerk  of  the  said  Town  and  Port. 
Lewes,  27  March  1838. 
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Sir,  Pevensey,  6th  April  18.38. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  I 
have  the  honour  to  state,  that  there  has  not  been  within  the  Liberty  of  Pevensey  any  inquest 
held  upon  the  body  of  an  infant  child,  either  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  between  the  1st 
January  1830  and  the  present  time. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Geo.   Whitanan, 
Town  Clerk  for  the  Coroner  of  the  Liberty  of  Pevensey. 

To  H.  B.  Mayne,  Esq.  Committee  Clerks'  Office, 
House  of  Commons. 
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Ordtrtd,  by  The  House  of  Conimont,  to  be  Printed, 
•i-j  March  1838, 


246. 


T  W  E  \  T  Y-  F  r  R  ST 

REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH    THE 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  he  Frin'rr^, 
28  March  1838. 


[     ii     ] 


Lunce,  2"^"  die  Novemhis,   1S37. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  ViUiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bameby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Fthritarii,   1 838- 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidenc*- 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.    "i 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.     l 


[  iii  ] 


REPORT 


THE  SELECT  COMMIITEE  ai)pointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  tlic  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  P2viDENCE  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 

TT  AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


2«  March  1838. 


il.?S 


JO* 


[      iv     1 


WITNESS. 


The  Reverend  George  Stringer  Bull. 


(  1   ; 
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Mercurii,  28' die  Martii,  1838. 


MEMBERS 

PRESENT. 

Mr.  Baines. 

Mr.  Hodges. 

Mr.  Barnebv. 

Lord  Howick 

Mr.  Boiling^ 

Mr.  Liddell. 

Mr.  Estcourt, 

Mr.  Scrope. 

Mr.  Fielden. 

Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Walker. 

MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  iv  the  Ch.ur. 


The  Reverend  George  Stringer  Bull,  called  in ;  and  E.\amined. 

6193.  Mr.  Fielden^]  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — At  Bradford,  in  Yorkshire.  Rev.G.  S.  Bull. 

6194.  You  are  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  :- — I  am.  

6195.  Have  you  resided  at  Bradford,   or  in   the   neighbourhood,    for  several  118  March  1838. 
years  '? — I  have  resided  in  the  now  borough  of  Bradford  since  October  182G. 

(ii()6.  Your  residence  at  Bradford  has  given  you  an  opportunity  of  knowino- 
what  the  feelings  of  the  people  are  there  generally  relative  to  the  new  Poor  Law, 
has  it  not  ? — It  has. 

6197.  What  are  the  feelings  of  the  people  generally  in  Bradford  and  the  sur- 
rounding towns  as  to  this  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act? — Feelings  of  very  great 
aversion. 

6198.  Are  they  opposed  to  the  principle  as  well  as  to  the  machinery  for  the 
working  out  of  the  Act .? — To  both. 

6i()().  Have  you  the  same  objections  to  the  Act  both  to  its  principle  and  to 
its  machinery  ? — Entirely  so. 

6200.  Have  you  taken  a  part  in  stating  at  public  meetings  your  objections  to 
the  new  Poor  Law  ? — Very  frequently. 

620).  Have  you  met  large  assemblages  of  people  at  different  times,  and  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  the  feelings  of  the  people  were  on  that  subject  ? — 
I  have. 

6202.  Have  you  had  several  meetings  in  the  town  of  Bradford  ? — Several. 

6203.  At  which  meetings  a  strong  manifestation  of  opposition  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  Poor  Law  has  been  made  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

6204.  Is  the  law  now  put  into  operation  in  Bradford? — Only  partially,  1 
believe  ;  but  I  am  not  j^repared  to  say  how  far  it  may  be  put  into  operation, 
having  no  necessary  connexion  with  the  board  of  guardians,  or  the  persons  who 
are  the  agents  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  that  matter. 

6205.  Do  you  know  whether  the  authorities  of  the  town  were  opposed  to  the 
Poor  Law  Act,  and  have  expressed  themselves  strongly  on  that  subject? — I  do. 

62()ti.  Can  you  refer  to  any  speech  or  any  expression  of  disa^>proval  of  it  made 
on  the  occasion  at  public  meetings  ? — I  can  refer  to  a  speech  of  Mr.  Matthew 
Thompson,  one  of  our  magistrates,  at  a  public  meeting  which  I  attended  with  him. 

6207.  What  did  Mr.  Thompson  say  on  that  occasion,  as  far  as  vour  recollection 
serves  you  ? — The  only  part  of  the  Poor  Law  which  he  appeared  to  approve  of 
on  that  occasion  was  that  which  regarded  the  settlement ;  and  with  regard  to  all 
the  rest  of  the  Act,  he  expressed  his  general  and  very  decided  disapprobation. 

6208.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Thompson  is  of  the  same  opinion  still? — I 
understand  that  he  is. 

6209.  Did  he  not  at  the  meeting  in  November  last  express  himself  in  a  manner 
that  led  to  the  conviction  that  his  mind  had  undergone  some  change  on  that  sub- 
ject ?—  It  was  so  represented  by  the  local  paper,  and  by  some  other  papers,  but  it 
was  afterwards  contradicted  by  him  in  a  letter  which  I  saw  in  the  Leeds 
Mercury. 

25S.  A  6210.  What 
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Rev,  a. S.  Bull.         6210.  What  are  the  objections  that  you   have  to  the  principle  of  the  Act? — 

j^^^  h  18  8      ^^^  objections  to  the  principle  of  the  Act  are  very  numerous.      I  chiefly  object  to 

^  ^'     the   principle,   on  the  ground    of  its    being,  in  my  estimation,  altogetlier.unjust; 

regarding  that  principle,  to  be  a  deprivation  of  comfort  and  assistance  to  the  poor 

in  time  of  need. 

C2 1 1 .  Do  you  approve  of  the  vi'orkhouse  system  pro|)oscd  to  be  established 
inidcr  the  operation  of  the  Act  ? — I  entirely  disapprove  of  it ;  more  especially  to 
that  part  of  its  operation  which  allows  of  the  separation  of  the  man  from  his  wife, 
without  any  fault  or  crime  having  been  committed  by  them  to  justify  that  separa- 
tion. 

62\2.  Do  you  consider  that  the  separation  of  man  and  wife  in  the  workhouse 
is  opposed  to  those  principles  which  you  teach  in  the  pulpit  ? — Most  decidedly 
so ;  I  cannot  conceive  with  what  propriety  1  can  perform  the  marriage  ceremony 
in  the  Church  of  England,  wherein  I  challenge  the  whole  world  to  separate  a  man 
from  his  wife,  and  yet  give  my  sanction  to  a  law  which  provides,  by  means  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Commissioners,  for  that  separation ;  I  regard  it  in  a  very  serious 
religious  and  official  light. 

6213.  Do  you  disapprove  of  the  workhouse  being  the  only  test  of  destitution 
for  able-bodied  men  ? — I  do  ;  I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  the  test  of  work  or 
employment  for  able-bodied  men,  but  I  do  altogether  protest  against  the  test  of 
confinement  and  deprivation  of  liberty, 

62 1/1.  Have  you  good  reasons  for  thinking,  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
working  people  of  Bradford  have  conducted  themselves,  that  they  are  deserving 
of  such  treatment,  in  consequence  of  being  overtaken  with  poverty- — With  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  working  people  of  Bradford,  and  their  being  deserving  of  the 
character  of  a  peaceable  and  industrious  community,  I  think  I  need  only  state  the 
fact,  that  in  an  immense  population,  consisting,  I  believe,  of  nearly  30,000  in  the 
town,  to  say  nothing  of  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  we  have  not  found  it  neces- 
sary, during  the  12  years  that  I  have  resided  there,  to  have  a  larger  police  esta- 
blishment than,  I  think,  five  or  six  ;  nor  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  until 
within  the  period  of  the  introduction,  or  the  attempted  introduction,  of  this  law, 
has  the  foot  of  a  soldier  ever  been  set  in  that  borough,  in  a  hostile  manner,  excepting 
I  believe  on  one  occasion,  which  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  it  be  within  the 
compass  of  that  12  years  or  not,  when  a  riot  ensued  regarding  a  power-loom  factory, 
that  of  Mr.  Horsfall;  but  I  am  almost  certain,  that  within  the  period  of  12  years  there 
has  been  no  riot,  no  disturbance,  no  magistrate  insulted,  no  constable  impeded  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  and  no  necessity  whatever  for  a  stronger  police  force  than 
five  or  six  persons,  and  I  do  apprehend  that  that  fact  itself  will  justify  me  in 
reporting  the  community  of  Bradford  to  this  Committee  as  a  peaceable,  loyal 
and  industrious  community. 

021,5.  Have  you,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  said  to  exist  in  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  Poor  Law  at  Bradford,  been  interfered  with  by  force  from  a 
distant  quarter? — We  have. 

6216.  Have  you  read  the  correspondence  that  has  been  published  between  the 
authorities  of  Bradford,  Mr.  Power,  and  the  Home  Secretary? — I  have. 

6217.  Is  there  any  part  of  that  correspondence  that  you  wish  to  refer  to  ? — I 
was  not  particularly  wishing  to  refer  to  that  correspondence ;  but  there  is  one  part 
of  it  which  strikes  me  as  being  declaratory  of  a  most  objectionable  proceeding, 
namely,  that  a  police  force  was  sent  down  to  Bradford,  it  would  seem  at  the  express 
wish  of  Mr.  Power,  in  plain  clothes,  which  I  conceive  is  not  at  all  according  to  the 
general  tenor  of  the  administration  of  the  laws,  inasmuch  as  the  officers  of  justice 
are  generally  supposed  to  be  known  to  the  people,  and  inasmuch  as  the  sending  a 
police  force  into  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  plain  clotlies,  or  in  other  words,  in 
disguise,  is  establishing  the  principle  of  a  spy  system,  if  I  may  so  speak,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  highly  unconstitutional. 

6218.  Was  a  discovery  made,  soon  after  those  men  entered  the  town,  that  there 
were  some  foreigners  in  it? — It  was  generally  reported  that  the  London  police  were 
in  the  town. 

6219.  Did  that  increase  the  dissatisfaction  that  before  prevailed  upon  the 
attempt  to  introduce  the  new  Poor  Law? — I  should  say  very  considerably. 

6220.  Was  that  force  afterwards  followed  by  a  military  force  from  Leeds  ? — 
It  was. 

6221.  Did  you  think  at  the  time,  as  a  resident  in  Bradford,  that  there  was  any 
necessity  whatever  for  the  London  police,  or  for  the  military,  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  town  of  Bradford  ? — I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  either  the  one  or  the 

other 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMEND:\IENT  ACT.  3 

other  were  at  all  required  ;  and  I  would  observe,  that  the  usual  practice  resorted     Rev.  G.  S.  Bull. 

to,  and  the  constitutional  practice  resorted  to,  in  ireneral  cases,  of  obtaining  special        

constables  when  any  outbreak  is  expected,  was  not  adopted  in  this  case.      I  con-     28  March  1838. 
ceive  that  under  such  circumstances  those  who  are  acquainted  with  their  neigh- 
bours, and  who  know  a  great  number  of  the  most  numerous  class  of  the  people, 
are  the  most  proper  persons  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  their  interference  is  most 
likely  to  be  respected,  and  to  be  effectual. 

6222.  Do  you  beli(:ve  that  if  a  number  of  special  constables  had  been  sworn  in 
at  the  meeting  when  the  disturbance  took  place,  the  populace  would  have  been 
quieted  without  the  interference  of  any  foreign  force? — I  have  every  reason  to 
think  so. 

6223.  Chairman.]  In  what  sense  do  you  use  the  word  foreign? — I  understood 
Mr.  Fielden  to  refer  to  the  introduction  of  the  London  police. 

6224.  Mr.  Fick/cn.]  Does  the  same  impression  generally  prevail,  that  the  peace 
of  the  town  might  have  been  preserved  without  having  recourse  to  either  the 
police  from  London  or  the  military  from  Leeds,  had  steps  been  taken  by  the 
magistrates  to  appoint  special  constables  ? — If  the  Chairman  would  allow  me,  I 
would  wish  to  make  some  addition  to  the  previous  answer  in  respect  of  the  foreign 
force.  I  apprehend  that  the  term  has  been  used  in  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire, 
from  the  idea  that  it  is  a  partial  adoption  of  the  French  system  of  police. 

6225.  Chairman.]  Under  a  general  objection  to  the  existence  of  any  police 
force? — No,  we  do  not  object  to  the  existence  of  our  regular  police  force. 

6226.  ]Mr.  Fielden.]  You  have  said  that  the  number  of  constables  you  have  in 
the  town  of  Bradford  does  not  amount  to  more  than  five  or  six  ;  that  is  the  number 
that  has  been  found  sufficient  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  town  for  a  great  many 
years? — For  10  or  12  years. 

6227.  With  the  exception  of  one  riot  respecting  a  power-loom? — Yes,  which 
occurrence,  I  believe,  took  place  previous  to  the  period  to  which  I  refer. 

6228.  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Bradford,  and  is  it  your  opinion,  that 
the  rate-payers  in  that  town  are  capable  of  managing  their  own  parochial  affairs? 
— As  far  as  I  know  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Bradford,  that  is  the  opinion  I 
should  say  of  eight  or  nine-tenths  of  all  the  rate-payers,  and  they  conceive  that 
taking  their  own  affairs  out  of  their  own  hands,  without  any  proof  of  imbecility  or 
mal-appropriation  on  their  part,  is  in  fact  an  act  of  injustice  towards  them,  and  a 
deprivation  of  those  rights  which  they  have  enjoyed  of  dispensing  the  fund  raised 
from  their  own  resources. 

6229.  Has  the  management  of  the  township's  affairs  in  Bradford  relative  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  been  generally  satisfactory  both  to  the  rate-payers  and  to  the 
poor  of  that  township  ? — I  believe  it  has  ;  I  know  of  no  instances  in  which  any 
public  complaints  have  been  made  in  any  way. 

6230.  How  was  the  management  of  parochial  affairs  conducted,  with  regard  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Bradford,  before  the  introduction  of  the  new  law? — I 
believe  the  overseers  were  assisted  by  a  committee ;  but  I  cannot  positively  speak  in 
respect  to  the  exact  machinery  bj^  which  it  was  previously  conducted,  not  having- 
been  loncf  resident  in  the  town  of  Bradford  itself. 

6231.  What  was  the  distance  at  which  you  lived  from  Bradford  before  you 
came  into  the  town  to  reside  ? — About  a  mile  and  a  half. 

6232.  You  were  so  near  to  the  township  of  Bradford,  that  had  any  complaints 
existed,  they  would  at  once  have  been  made  known  to  you  ;  is  that  your  o|)inion  ? 
— I  think  I  sliould  have  known  them. 

6233.  Have  the  orders  that  have  been  sent  down  from  the  Commissioners  at 
Somerset-house,  upon  the  introduction  of  the  new  law,  been  unsatisfactory  to  the 
poor? — Most  decidedly  so. 

6234.  What  were  the  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  that  they  expressed  ? — Those 
grouiuls  were  many,  and  as  it  might  be  inconvenient  to  the  Committee  that  I 
should  refer  to  them  all,  I  will  allude  more  especially  to  those  parts  which  I  have 
heard  have  given  very  great  dissatisfaction,  and  especially  to  the  workhouse  sys- 
tem established  by  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  the  conditions 
of  relief.  The  conditions  of  relief  to  the  poor  are  particularly  given  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  Appendix  (A.)  to  their  Third  Report,  which  is  an  instructional  letter 
addressed  to  various  boards  of  guardians  on  their  formation,  and  we  considered 
that  we  might  fairly  gather  from  this  document  the  actual  intentions  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  the  manner  in  -which  they  purpose  to  work  this  Act  of  Parliament. 
In  No.  Gti  of  that  document,  under  the  head  of  "  Preparatory  Relief,"'  we  are  tuld 
that  "  Where  relief  is  demanded,  and  has  been  accustomed  to  be  given,  on  account 
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Rer,  G.  S.  Bull,  of  the  number  of  the  family,  should  it  be  inexpedient  to  stop  it  suddenly  and 
^S^MarchTs^S  altosfether,  relief  in  the  workhouse  may  be  offered  to  one  or  two  of  the  eldest 
children."  Now,  we  conceive  that  a  man  who  orders  his  family  well,  and  who, 
as  a  workino;  man,  conducts  himself  respectably,  and  who  entertains  as  great  an 
attachment  and  fondness  for  his  children  as  the  richest  man  in  the  land,  would 
feel  exceedingly  excruciated  to  be  obliged  to  part  with  two  of  his  eldest  cliildren, 
as  a  condition  of  his  receiving  relief  in  the  time  of  need.  But  the  next  paragraph, 
No.  G7,  proceeds  to  state,  that  "  Where  the  pauper  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and 
he  declares  that  he  has  no  work,  and  proves  satisfactorily  that  he  can  obtain  none 
either  in  his  own  or  in  any  of  the  parishes  within  a  reasonable  distance,  he  may 
be  otiercd  temporary  relief  within  the  workhouse,  until  he  can  get  some  kind  of 
work ;  relief  wholly  or  chiefly  in  kind  being  given  in  the  interval  to  the  family,  to 
prevent  the  necessitv  of  immediately  selling  oft"  their  goods,  and  breaking  up  the 
cottao-e  establishment.'"  Now,  we  conceived  that  this  was  also  a  still  harder  con- 
dition, that  a  well-ordered  cottager's  family  should  be  deprived  in  this  manner 
not  only  of  its  oldest  children,  but  of  its  head,  of  its  protector;  nor  can  we  con- 
ceive upon  what  principles  such  a  regulation  can  be  justified.  But  it  is  further 
stated  here,  "  The  pauper  should  be  distinctly  told  that  such  an  arrangement  can 
only  be  temporary,  in  order  that  his  wife  and  family  may  seek  work  for  him." 
We  think  that  a  man  is  much  better  able  to  seek  work  for  himself,  than  his  wife 
and  family  are  thus  to  seek  it  for  him.  And  it  further  proceeds  to  say,  "  The 
strict  workhouse  principle  requires  that  all  the  members  of  a  family  claiming 
relief  should  enter  the  house  "  (that  is,  I  suppose,  what  is  called  the  workhouse) 
"  and  give  up  their  property  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish."  This  breaking  up  of  the 
cottage  establishment  must  necessarily,  I  should  think,  tend  to  demoralize  the 
people,  inasmuch  as  the  man  will  become  reckless  whether  he  has  property  or 
not,  if  it  is  to  be  dealt  with  in  this  manner.  I  conceive  that  this  which  I  have  just 
now  read  from  the  Commissioners'  instructional  letter  to  the  guardians  will  consti- 
tute, to  a  very  great  extent,  a  principal  objection  that  is  entertained  towards  the 
new  Poor  Law  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  I  reside. 

6-23;'5.  That  objection  is  to  the  being  placed  under  the  control  of  a  central 
board  in  London,  and  being  divested  of  that  management  of  your  own  parochial 
affairs  which  you  have  hitherto  exercised  ? — My  objection,  I  can  best  answer  for 
myself,  not  onl}^  lies  against  the  manner  in  which  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
exercise  the  authority  which  the  Act  of  Parliament  has  given  them,  but  my 
objection  is  to  the  principle  of  giving  any  such  authority  to  any  such  persons,  as 
I  have  already  stated,  when  speaking  of  the  deprivation  of  the  rate-payers  of 
their  ancient  right  to  dispense  their  own  funds. 

C236.  When  the  people  were  assembled  at  the  meetings  which  you  have 
attended,  did  they  express  their  strong  dislike  of  the  workhouse  system,  and  the 
dread  that  they  had  of  coming  into  it  ? — Certainly  they  did,  more  especially 
upon  the  occasion  referred  to  previously,  when  Mr.  Thompson,  one  of  our 
magistrates,  exhibited  to  a  meeting,  and  a  very  numerous  one,  which  1  attended 
with  him  and  with  Mr.  Paley,  another  of  our  magistrates,  some  of  the  plans  and 
elevations  of  the  workhouses  which  had  been  received  from  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners ;  on  that  occasion,  very  great  detestation  was  expressed  of  the  system 
altogether,  especially  upon  the  explanations  which  Mr.  Thompson  then  gave  of 
the  plans  which  he  exhibited. 

6237.  Do  you  know  that  the  orders  already  sent  down  by  the  Commissioners 
to  the  guardians  of  Bradford  do  not  go  to  the  establishment  of  the  workhouse  in 
that  town,  but  give  a  discretionary  power  to  the  guardians  to  give  out-door 
relief?— So  1  have  understood  ;  but  never  having  seen  those  regulations,  I  cannot 
speak  to  the  fact. 

6238.  Were  any  expressions  made  use  of  at  the  meetings  which  you  attended, 
and  questions  put  to  those  who  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Act,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Bradford  would  be  liable  to  be  interfered  with  after  they  had  once  adopted  the 
system,  and  that  the  workhouse  system  would  be  worked  out? — If  I  understand 
the  question  proposed  to  me,  it  is  this  in  substance,  whether  the  people  of  Brad- 
ford were  apprehensive  that  if  the  system  was  once  introduced,  however  leniently 
at  first,  it  would  be  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  even- 
tually to  carry  the  full  system  out. 

6239.  Chairma7i.']  What  do  you  understand  by  the  full  system  ? — I  mean 
rendering  the  workhouse  the  universal  test  of  relief  for  able-bodied  persons. 

6240.  Mr.  FicldtnJ]  Is  it  the  dread  of  having  that  carried  out,  that  creates  so 
strong  a  feeling  against  the  new  Poor  Law  in  the  north  ? — I  believe  it  is. 

6241.  Mr. 
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6241.  Mr.  Baines.'\  Are  there  not  other  causes  besides  that,  which  create  that    1^^^  q  ^  jj^.ii 
strong  feeling  ? — There  may  be.  

624.2.  Amongst  the  rest,  had  there  not  been  a  very  great  deal  of  pains  taken  to     a8  March  1838. 
excite  the  people  of  those  districts  against  the  Poor  Law,  before  it  was  introduced 
at  all  ? — The  people  of  those  districts  wanted  no  exciting  on  the  subject. 

6243.  I  do  not  ask  whether  they  wanted  it,  but  is  not  that  so  ? — There  have 
been  great  pains  taken,  and  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  explain  to  the  people 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  real  character  and  tendency  of  the  law  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  those  statements  and  those  representations  have  tended  to  excite 
them  against  that  law,  nor  have  I  any  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  feel  it  ray  duty 
to  excite  any  one  to  a  legal  and  constitutional  opposition  to  a  law,  which  I  con- 
ceive to  be  founded  in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  Christianity. 

6244.  But  have  there  not  been  a  great  many  means  taken  that  are  neither  legal 
nor  constitutional  to  excite  the  people  ? — I  have  not  used  such  means  myself,  nor 
do  I  know  of  any  that  have  used  such  means. 

6245.  Mr.  Fielden-]  Have  the  inhabitants  of  Bradford,  and  other  towns  in  the 
north,  who  disapprove  of  this  Poor  Law,  repeatedly  petitioned  the  House  of  Com- 
mons  for  the  repeal  of  it  ? — Repeatedly. 

6246.  Have  they  not  again  and  again  sent  up  petitions  very  numerously  signed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  known  what  their  objections  were  to  this  new  Poor  Law  ? 
— They  have. 

6247.  And  they  have  stated  at  length  in  the  allegations  all  those  objections  r — 
They  have. 

6248.  Was  there  a  very  numerous  meeting  held  at  Hartshead  Moor,  or  Peep 
Green,  last  Whitsuntide? — There  was. 

62411.  Was  that  meeting  called  by  a  requisition  numerously  signed,  or  in  what 
manner  was  it  called  1 — It  was  called  by  a  requisition,  most  numerously  signed,  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  West  Riding. 

6250.  Did  persons  of  all  political  parties  sign  the  requisition  for  that  meeting  ? 
— I  believe  of  all  political  parties,  and  of  all  religious  denominations. 

62.51.  Did  the  requesters  represent  a  great  proportion  of  the  property  of  the 
neighbourhood  where  they  resided  r — As  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  their  names, 
I  believe  they  did. 

62.52.  And  was  that  meeting  convened  for  the  express  purpose  of  getting  up  a 
petition  to  the  Legislature  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  new  Act  ?  —  It  was. 

(12.53.  ^^  that  meeting  were  resolutions  passed,  and  was  a  petition  founded  on 
them,  which  was  sent  up  to  Parliament  for  presentation  ? — Yes. 

62.54.  Were  there  some  individuals  who  attended  that  meeting,  of  whose  con- 
duct you  disapproved,  who  attempted  as  a  diversion  to  mix  up  with  the  question  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Poor  Law  subjects  altogether  foreign  to  it  ? — There  were  ;  there 
were  some  persons  of  strong  radical  politics,  as  they  are  called,  who  were  desi- 
rous to  introduce  the  question  of  universal  suftrage  and  other  matters  at  that  meet- 
ing, to  which,  of  course,  I  must  altogether  object,  not  only  on  account  of  my  utter 
dissent  from  such  views,  but  also  because  I  deem  it  unfair  altogether  to  those 
persons  who  convene  a  meeting,  or  who  request  a  meeting  to  be  convened,  that  any 
other  subject  should  he  introduced  at  that  meeting;  nor  was  I  at  all  disposed  to 
lend  myself  to  the  promulgation  of  principles  which  1  have  always  thought,  and 
still  do  think,  are  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  community,  and  opposed  to 
the  institutions  of  the  country. 

62.5.5.  Then  your  opposition  to  the  new  Poor  Law  does  not  arise  from  your  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  of  universal  suffrage,  annual  parliaments,  and  vote  by 
ballot?— It  does  not;  but  I  shall  leave  it  to  persons  better  versed  in  politics  than 
myself  to  decide  how  those  demands  can  safely  be  refused,  if  the  constitution  of 
the  country  as  now  established  does  not  provide  sufficiently  and  amply  for  the 
protection  and  maintenance  of  the  poor;  for  if  the  present  representation  proceeds 
upon  the  ground  that  a  certain  part  of  the  community  being  enfranchised  are 
bound  to  take  care  of  the  rest,  if  they  do  not  perform  their  duty  there  will  be 
undoubtedly  a  cry  from  the  whole  body  to  have  the  privilege  of  taking  care  of 
themselves,  nor  can  I  conceive  that  the  present  constitution  of  the  country  can  be 
maintained  in  connexion  w  ith  the  present  Poor  Law  Act ;  and  I  would  add,  if  I 
may  be  allowed,  that  a  certain  number  of  persons,  with  whose  character  1  am 
pretty  well  acquainted,  in  my  own  neighbourhood,  and  who  are  most  "  conscien- 
tious" revolutionib.ts  in  principle,  have  been  amongst  the  most  ardent  supporters 
of  the  present  la\\ ,  for  w  hat  purpose  and  with  what  ends  I  do  not  presume  to 
define. 

258.  A  3  6256.  Do 
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RewG.S.BuU.         6256.  Do  you  believe  that  those  people  know  that  the  present  Poor  Law  is 

■ working  very  unsatisfactorily  and  creating  great  discontent  among  the  people  ? — I 

iiS  March  1838.  jj^ve  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  and  I  regret  that  cflect  the  more,  because  1  have  always 
been,  and  still  am,  most  sincerely  attached  to  the  institutions  of  the  country  as 
they  at  present  exist,  and  to  the  constitution  which  has  been  established,  but 
which,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  exceedingly  abused,  so  far  as  the  present  Poor 
Law  Act  is  concerned. 

6-2!]y.  Did  you  attend  the  meeting  on  Hartshead  Moor? — I  did,  but  I  took  no 
part  in  the  proceedings. 

6258.  What  was  the  reason  why  you  did  not  take  a  part  in  the  proceedings, 
having  previously  taken  part  in  calling  that  meeting? — The  reason  was  not  any 
diminution  of  dislike  to  the  Poor  Law  Act  on  my  part;  but  because  I  did  not 
clioose  to  be  mixed  up  with  persons  who  appeared  to  me,  by  the  promulgation  ot 
certain  strong  political  sentiments,  to  be  promoting  views  unfavourable  to  the  per 
inanency  of  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  to  the  general  good. 

6259.  Do  you  know  that  at  that  meeting  the  proceedings  were  confined,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  passing  resolutions  on  which  to  found  a  petition  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Poor  Law  Act? — I  know  that;  but  I  told  the  persons  who  wished  to  intro- 
duce a  subject  or  subjects  foreign  to  the  purpose  and  intention  of  that  meeting, 
that  the  supporters  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  would  undoubtedly  endeavour,  and  I 
believed  would  succeed,  in  weakening  the  effect  of  that  meeting  as  a  public 
demonstration,  by  stating  that  many  persons  had  come  there  only  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  extreme  views  of  the  parties  to  whom  I  now  refer. 

6260.  After  the  Poor  Law  question  had  been  disposed  of,  was  another  chair- 
man appointed,  and  were  resolutions  of  a  different  character  passed  ? — I  left  the 
ground,  having  an  engagement  at  home,  before  (as  I  understood;  that  circumstance 
took  place ;  I  heard  of  the  circumstance,  but  I  was  not  present  to  witness  it. 

6261 .  Was  the  meeting  very  numerously  attended  .'' — 1  believe  there  never  was 
a  meeting  so  numerously  attended  in  the  county  of  York,  and  I  say  this  from  the 
information  I  received  from  persons  of  all  parties  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  general  political  afl^airs  of  that  large  county. 

6262.  Can  you  give  any  estimate  of  the  number,  from  your  own  view,  of  the 
meeting  at  the  time  you  attended  it?— I  went  over  the  whole  ground,  which  was 
very  extensive,  during  the  meeting,  and  I  should  certainly  say,  from  the  best  cal- 
culation I  can  make,  though  it  is  exceedinglj'  difficult  to  come  to  any  very  correct 
calculation,  that  there  could  not  be  less  than  from  150,000  to  200,000  persons 
present. 

6263.  Were  there  a  great  many  very  respectable  gentlemen  at  the  meeting 
resident  in  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York  ? — I  saw  several  whom  I  per- 
sonally knew  from  many  diffferent  parts  of  the  riding. 

6264.  And  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  those  gentlemen  who  assembled 
there  on  that  occasion  felt  the  same  hostile  feelings  towards  the  new  Poor  Law 
which  you  entertain  yourself? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

6265.  Have  a  number  of  families  migrated  from  the  south  from  the  agricul- 
tural districts  to  the  northern  districts,  and  amongst  other  towns  have  some  taken 
up  their  residence  in  Bradford  ? — A  large  number;  some  of  them  have  been  sent 
by  the  migration  agents  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  others  of  them 
have  come  of  their  own  accord,  upon  the  strong  recommendations  and  representa- 
tions of  the  guardians  or  residents  in  their  own  parishes  ;  I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  this  is  the  case,  because  during  the  last  two  months,  or  during 
the  month  of  Januarj'  and  February,  for  seven  or  eight  weeks,  I  was  entrusted  by 
a  committee  of  benevolent  persons  in  Bradford  with  the  administration  of  relief 
to  a  very  considerable  class  of  persons  in  distress,  principally  so  on  account  of 
the  long  frost  that  has  been  suffered  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  during  that 
time  I  should  think  (I  speak,  however,  from  memory  and  not  from  documents, 
for  I  have  brought  no  documents  with  me  on  this  occasion)  that  not  less  than 
upwards  of  3,000  cases  of  persons  in  more  or  less  distress  passed  under  my  own 

.observation  and  investigation,  and  amongst  those  3,000  cases  there  were  a  very 
considerable  number  of  the  class  of  migrants  or  immigrants  from  the  rural  and 
agricultural  districts,  and  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  from 
Devonshire,  from  Norfolk,  and  from  the  north. 

6266.  Was  there  a  scarcity  of  employment  in  Bradford  during  any  part  of  the 
last  year  ? — There  was,  and  I  was  also  considerably  engaged  in  the  relief  of  the 
poor  upon  that  occasion,  having  had  an  extensive  district  confided  to  my 
charge  by  the  general  relief  committee,  and  having  also  undertaken  at  their 

request 
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request  a  rather  difficult  part  of  that  relief,  which  was  the  providing  of  work  as     Rev.  G.  S.BuH. 

the  test  of   destitution  to   able-bodied  persons,    a   test   which    I   most  heartily       

approve.  28  March  1838. 

6267.  Did  you  succeed  in  finding  work  for  some  who  were  out  of  employment 
on  that  occasion  ? — We  sometimes  had  as  many  as  150  persons,  chiefly  labourers, 
employed,  and  certainly  the  test  of  their  destitution  was  rigorous  enough  ;  it 
however  arose  from  our  having  but  small  funds  to  supply  a  very  large  body  of 
destitute  persons ;  they  worked  at  cleaning  out  the  beck  of  the  town  for  the 
sum  of  1  s.  per  day,  and  they  were  very  glad  to  obtain  that  work. 

6268.  At  what  employment  had  those  who  were  then  sufi"ering_  from  distress 
been  engaged  ? — At  various  employments  ;  many,  perhaps  most,  were  labourers, 
some  were  weavers,  some  were  combers,  dyers,  tailors,  shoemakers,  &c. 

6269.  Are  there  a  considerable  number  of  hand-loom  weavers  in  Bradford  aud 
the  surrounding  country  ? — A  very  large  number. 

6270.  Have  they  been  long  working  at  very  inadequate  wages? — Many  of 
them,  most  of  them,  have  been  experiencing  very  considerable  reductions  in  their 
wages  for  several  years  past ;  I  would  say,  whilst  speaking  upon  that  subject, 
that  some  of  them  applied  to  me  a  short  time  ago  for  my  advice  respecting  a 
commission,  which  they  understood  had  been  issued,  to  examine  into  their  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  the  advice  which  I  gave  them  was  that  they  should  make  the  most 
accurate  and  impartial  investigations,  and  the  most  extensive,  into  the  condition 
of  that  class  of  operatives  to  which  they  belonged,  and  that  they  should  give  the 
Commissioners  every  possible  information  upon  the  subject,  and  I  believe  they 
have  prepared  themselves  to  do  so ;  and  I  must  say,  that  the  hand-loom  weavers 
are,  as  far  as  I  know  them,  by  far  the  most  moral  and  respectable  portion 
of  our  community,  and  I  am  therefore  the  more  sorry  to  see  their  circumstances 
thus  deteriorating ;   I  fear  it  will  have  a  very  immoral  tendency. 

6271.  Was  there  any  necessity  for  drawing  on  the  agricultural  population  for 
a  supply  of  hands  for  the  works  that  are  going  on  at  Bradford  ? — I  should  say, 
not  any  whatever.  In  explanation,  I  would  add,  that  although  the  new  works 
(factories)  at  Bradford  occasioned  a  considerable  demand  for  hands,  yet  that 
demand,  in  my  opinion,  was  not  greater  than  might  have  been  supplied  by  the  con- 
tiguous families  of  manufacturers  whom  the  power-looms  and  other  machinery  had 
superseded  and  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  that  no  "  migration  agency "'  was 
required,  at  least  none  such  as  I  conceive  to  be  a  /ofcing  system  ot  migration  ;  I 
give  no  opinion  against  a  natural  or  spontaneous  migration  of  such  as  think  they 
can  better  themselves. 

6272.  Would  the  introduction  of  a  number  of  families  from  the  rural  districts 
into  the  manufacturing  districts  operate  to  reduce  the  wages  of  those  residing 
in  the  manufacturing  districts? — There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  such  must  be 
its  ultimate  tendency. 

6273.  Is  not  that  another  complaint  that  is  urged  against  the  practice  that  is 
adopted  in  working  out  the  new  Poor  Law? — I  would  distinctly  state  to  this 
Committee,  that  if  the  manufacturing  districts  should  be  altogether  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Law,  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  Poor  Law  would 
not  on  that  account  be  removed,  because  there  would  be  the  unnatural  influx  of 
more  labourers  than  were  required  ;  and  the  market  of  labour  being  overstocked 
would  necessarily  operate  in  the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  the  operatives,  and  not 
only  so,  but  would  eventually  settle  upon  the  rate-payers  and  holders  of  property 
a  most  inconvenient  incubus. 

6274.  Would  not  the  operation  of  the  workhouse  system,  if  followed  out,  be 
instrumental  in  reducing  wages,  and  is  not  that  the  opinion  which  prevails  in  the 
north  ? — It  is  my  most  distinct  opinion,  and  that  of  many  persons  with  whom 
I  have  conversed  upon  the  subject  ;  and  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  understand  the 
arguments  of  those  advocates  for  the  present  Poor  Law  Act,  who,  while  they  con- 
tend that  the  operation  in  the  agricultural  districts  is  to  raise  wages,  seem  to  for- 
get that  the  fear  of  the  workhouse  system  will  induce  many  an  honest  and  able- 
bodied  labourer,  and  skilful  labourer,  to  go  and  beg  for  work  at  a  reduced  rate  of 
wages,  aud  to  undersell  his  brother  labourer  in  the  market  of  labour.  I  have 
never  seen  that  argument  met,  and  as  long  as  the  fear  of  incarceration  operates  upon 
a  human  mind,  and  a  British  mind  especially,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  met ; 
I  know  what  would  be  my  own  feelings  in  those  cases  ;  I  would  take  half  a  loaf, 
or  a  quarter  of  a  loaf,  or  almost  nothing,  rather  than  I  would  be  incarcerated  in 
the  most  beautiful  union  workhouse  that  ever  was  built. 

25S-  A  4  6275.  And 
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Rov.  O.  s.Bull.  627.5.  And  that  is,  I  infer  from  what  you  have  said,  the  feeling  amongst  the 
labourinc^  people  of  the  north  ? — Undoubtedly;  and  I  would  say,  that  the  labour- 

q8  March  1838.  j^g  people  of  the  north  (as  honourable  Members  of  this  Committee,  several  of 
them,  are  perfectly  aware  as  well  as  myself)  are  a  reading  people,  and  a  thinking 
people,  and  a  people  who  are  accustomed  to  look  a  little  beyond  the  confines  of 
their  own  districts  ;  they  have  been  taught  to  do  so  ;  they  have  been  taught  to 
take  a  great  interest  in  all  political  matters  ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  upon  such  a 
question  as  this,  they  should  confine  themselves  merely  to  its  operation  in  their 
own  neighbourhood  ;  they  look  at  its  general  tendency ;  they  have  been  taught  to 
look  abroad  upon  all  questions,  and  of  course  they  will  look  abroad  upon  tl  is 
question. 

6276.  And  are  they  not,  too,  an  industrious  people,  when  they  can  obtain 
employment  ? — They  are  industrious  ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  think  that  too  frequently 
their  industry  is  so  little  remunerated. 

6277.  Have  you  known  any  peculiar  cases  of  suffering  in  the  families  of  those 
who  have  migrated  from  the  rural  districts  to  the  manufacturing  districts  of  the 
north  ? — I  have  known  several  of  my  own  knowledge  ;  and  referring  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  relief  wliicli  I  was  entrusted  with  by  a  committee  of  benevolent 
persons,  and  in  which  I  have  expended  about  800/.  under  their  direction, 
I  have  had  occasion  to  relieve,  at  a  very  considerable  charge  to  that  cha- 
ritable fund,  several  very  distressing  cases  of  immigrants  from  the  agricultural 
districts,  and  persons,  as  far  as  can  be  judged,  of  good  character,  who  had  come 

'  in  in  the  most  destitute  condition ;  and  in  fact,  I  may  say,  that   for  two  months 

I  certainly  deserved  as  much  as  any  body  the  name  of  the  relieving  ofiicer  of  that 
district ;  what  the  Poor  Law  relieving  officer  was  doing,  I  am  sure  I  cannot  say. 

6278.  Mr.  JVaJdeyP[  Will  you  describe  two  or  three  of  those  cases  ? — I  decline, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  giving  those  cases  more  than  generally,  as 
I  have  not  the  statistical  information  with  me. 

627().  Will  you  describe  two  or  three  of  those  cases  generally,  and  state  imder 
what  circumstances  they  had  been  induced  to  leave  their  native  places  ? — Tiiey 
informed  me,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  their  information,  that  they  had  come 
from  different  parts  of  the  agricultural  districts,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  work, 
and  that  thevhad  been  induced  to  do  so,  in  most  cases,  but  not  in  all,  from  the  fear 
of  being  obliged  to  submit  to  the  much-lauded  workhouse  test,  and  I  would  say 
with  regard  to  one  particular  family,  or  rather  to  one  tenement  in  which  there  were 
two  families,  out  of  Norfolk,  and  which  has  been  visited  with  the  small-pox  during 
the  seven  or  eight  weeks  to  which  I  have  referred  ;  that  those  families  appeared  to 
me  to  be  particularly  respectable;  and  with  regard  to  the  affliction  which  they 
endured,  the  surgeon,  who  was  employed  by  our  Committee  to  attend  upon  them, 
assured  me,  that  in  his  most  deliberate  judgment,  that  the  disease  for  which  he  had 
visited  them  had  been  superinduced  by  long  privation  of  food  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time  ;  when  I  say  superinduced,  I  mean  as  an  effect  of  the  weakness 
of  their  physical  powers,  in  consequence  of  their  deprivation  of  food. 

O2S0.  Chairman.']  Was  that  want  of  food,  of  which  those  parties  complained, 
experienced  since  they  had  been  in  the  north  of  England  ? — Both  before  and  since. 

6281.  From  what  part  of  England  did  they  come  ? — From  Norfolk. 

G282.  From  what  parish  ? — I  have  already  stated,  in  a  former  answer,  that  till 
I  could  give  statistics  to  this  Committee,  I  would  rather  not  give  any  particulars  ; 
and  that  I  am  not  prepared,  not  having  come  up  with  any  expectation  that  I  should 
be  examined  before  this  Committee,  with  the  documents.  Had  I  known  that  I 
was  likely  to  be  examined  before  this  Committee,  I  would  have  been  prepared 
v/ith  statistical  documents  and  references,  to  the  utmost  extent  that  could  be 
required. 

6283.  Do  you  know  from  what  union  they  came? — I  am  not  certain;  whether 
from  the  Thetford  or  not,  I  cannot  tell. 

6284.  Mr.  Hodge.s.]  Do  you  know,  besides  those  cases,  any  other  cases  from 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ? — I  know  several  cases. 

628.5.  Mr.  Walker.]  Were  those  cases  introduced  through  the  migration  agent? 
— I  am  not  aware  whether  that  was  the  case  or  not,  in  regard  to  the  particular 
family  that  I  have  just  mentioned. 

6286.  Mr.  Liddetl.]  You  have  it  in  your  power,  supposing  you  had  access  to 
your  documents  and  papers,  to  verify  your  statement,  and  give  the  names  of 
parties,  and  the  places  from  which  they  come  ? — I  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  the 
distinct  names  of  the  families  to  which  I  allude,  and  a  certificate,  I  have  no  doubt, 
of  the  medical  jjentleman  to  whom  1  have  referred. 

6287.   Mr. 
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6287.   Mr.  Hoclge.s.']  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  large  number  of  migrants     Rev.  G.  S.  Bud. 
of  your  neighbourhood,  so  as  to  be  able  to  say  whether,  generally  speaking,  they        — — __ 
are  well  off? — I  should  sny  that,  generally  speaking,  they  are  not  so;  there  may     ^8  Marcl    1838. 
be  individual   families  that  have,  as  we  say  in  the  north,  fallen  upon  their  legs; 
but  a  very  considerable  number,  and  the  majority  of  those  that  I  have  .seen,  have 
not  been  the  better  for  the  change. 

(•288.  Cliairina)!.]  Those  migrants  whom  you  have  seen  in  particular 
instances,  or  in  the  majority  of  cases,  do  you  know  whether  they  migrated  from 
the  south  of  England  to  the  north,  under  the  regulation  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, and  have  been  introduced  to  work  in  the  north  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  migration  agent,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, or  whether  they  were  voluntary  migrants,  going  of  their  own  accord  ? 
— I  have  stated  that  some  are  of  one  class,  and  some  of  another. 

6281).  With  regard  to  those  who  have  migrated  under  the  authority  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  who  have  obtained  work  in  the  north,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  migration  agent,  do  you  mean  to  say,  with  reference  to 
those,  that  you  know  of  any  or  of  numerous  cases  of  distress  ? — I  will  supply 
the  Committee  with  one  particular  instance  of  that  description,  from  the  parish 
of  Urchfont,  near  Devizes ;  I  do  not  now  recollect  the  man's  name,  but  Urch- 
font,  near  Devizes,  will  be  sufficient  to  identify  the  man. 

6290.  In  the  Devizes  Union  ? — Yes. 

62()i.  What  is  the  case  of  the  man? — If  you  will  allow  me  to  draw  out  the 
case  at  my  leisure,  I  can  be  more  accurate,  but  I  can  state  the  general  case  with 
pleasure.  The  general  case  of  that  man  was  this,  as  he  gave  it  to  me,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  his  respectability,  because  he  had  a  letter,  highly  recom- 
mendatory, from,  I  think,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  guardians,  a  gentleman 
at  Urchfont;  and  his  children  also  had  the  highest  character  from  a  gentleman  of  . 

the  name  of  Tanner,  at  Devizes,  for  whom  they  had  worked  ;  I  had  reason, 
therefore,  to  believe  that  he  was  a  respectable  person,  and  worthy  of  credit ;  he 
was  sent  down  by  the  migration  machinery  of  the  Poor  Law-  Commissioners;  he 
came  with  his  family,  consisting,  I  think,  altogether  of  12  persons,  to  Hudders- 
field,  by  the  canal,  and  then  came  forward  to  Bradford,  not  knowing  absolutely — 
for  which  I  could  never  [)roperly  account— the  name  of  the  party  to  whom  he  was^ 
consigned. 

6292.  How  did  he  find  his  way  ? — -He  came  to  Bradford  from  Huddersfield  ; 
he  knew  he  had  to  go  to  Bradford,  but  he  did  not  know  how  far  Bradford  was 
from  Huddersfield. 

(i2()J.  Was  any  body  with  him? — Nobody  was  with  him;  he  understood  that 
somebody  was  to  meet  him  at  the  canal  office,  where  he  was  to  be  unshipped. 

6294.  Were  arrangements  made  for  his  passage  by  the  migration  agent  with 
the  boatmen  of  the  canal  ? — There  were. 

629.5.  And  those  men  were  instructed  lo  deposit  the  man  at  Huddersfield  ? — 
Yes;  he  expected  there  to  meet  people  to  inform  him  cf  his  ultimate  desti- 
nation ;  he  walked  over  to  Bradford. 

G29G.   What  is  the  distance  between  the  two  places  ? — Fourteen  miles. 

6297.  He  expected  to  meet  at  Huddersfield  somebody  from  Bradford  r — Y'es  ; 
he  did  not  meet  any  bod)';  he  came  on  to  Bradford,  and  after  a  very  long  search 
he  found  out  a  fellow-townsman  who  had  come  before,  and  from  him  he  at  last 
discovered  the  person  to  whom  he  was  consigned,  or  the  firm,  which,  I  believe, 
was  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Rouse  &  Sons. 

6298.  Consigned  on  a  contract  to  work  for  them  at  specified  wajres,  and  for  a 
certain  timer — Yis,  that  is  what  I  mean.  After  some  time,  with  considerable 
difficulty,  he  obtained  employment  for  which  the  stipulation  had  been  made ;  but 
whether  to  the  full  extent  cf  that  stipulation  or  not,  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  say- 
but  this  I  can  say,  that  I  saw  a  letter  from  Mr.  Compton,  whose  name  I  now  dis- 
tinctly recollect,  of  Urchfont,  in  which  he  complained  most  bitterly  and  feelingly 
of  the  neglect  of  the  migration  agents,  and  of  Mr.  Baker  in  particular,  towards 
this  family,  whom  he  mentioned  as  persons  of  very  great  respectability  in  their 
.station  of  life. 

()299.  What  became  of  the  man;  did  he  obtain  the  employment  for  which  he 
had  contracted? — He  obtained  employment. 

6300.  Did  he  obtain  it  upon  the  terms  contained  in  his  contract .- — I  believe 
not  upon  the  full  terms,  according  to  the  representation  he  made  to  me. 

-58.  B  6301.   Did 
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Rev.  c:.s.  Bull.        6301.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  Rouse  whether  the  representation  of  the  man  himself 
—— — - — —-       <vas  correct? — I  did  not. 
j8  Marc  i  J  38.         (^^02.  You  do  not  know,  therefore,  except  upon  the  statement  of  one  of  the 
parties,  whether  it  was  true  or  false  ? — Yes. 

6303.  "^'ou  have  not  taken  any  pains  to  inquire  of  Mr.  House? — I  did  not 
ascertain  from  the  other  party  the  truth  of  the  statement ;  but  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  from  the  representation  of  Mr.  Compton,  of  the  character  of  the  party, 
that  he  was  worthy  of  credit. 

6304.  Was  Mr.  Rouse  living  at  Bradford  ? — Yes. 

630.5.  Then  would  it  not  have  been  easy  to  ascertain  from  him  whether  the 
man  s  statement  was  true  or  not  ? — It  was  not  my  business  to  do  that. 

6306.  If  you  think  it  right  to  make  a  public  statement  of  a  fact  calculated  to 
convey  a  particular  impression,  should  yoii  not  take  all  reasonable  means  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth  of  that  statement .? — When  I  have  reason  to  believe  any  person  to 
be  worthy  of  credit,  from  his  respectability,  I  conceive  that  I  am  authorized  to 
make  any  statement  after  such  a  person,  referring  to  my  authority. 

()307.  This  was  a  statement  involving  the  character  of  a  manufacturer  of  the 
town  of  Bradford,  because  it  was  a  statement  implying  that  the  manufacturer, 
havinii'  entered  into  a  certain  contract  with  a  labourino;  man,  had  violated  the  con- 
ditions  of  his  contract,  and  given  him  work  upon  worse  terms  than  he  had  pro- 
mised. Do  not  you  think  it  reasonable,  under  such  circumstances,  before  you 
made  a  public  statement  of  the  case,  to  ascertain  from  Mr.  Rouse  whether  the 
statement  made  to  you  by  the  labourer  was  true  or  false  ? — I  have  already  said 
that  I  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  that  statement  was  correct  or  not. 

6308.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  Rouse  whether  it  was  or  not?—  I  did  not. 

6309.  Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Rouse  ? — I  have  not. 

6310.  Does  he  live  in  the  town  of  Bradford  ? — He  does. 

6311.  Would  it  not  have  been  easy  for  you  to  have  ascertained  from  him  the 
truth? — The  man  was  under  the  protection  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ;  and 
the  squire  of  the  place,  I  believe,  from  whence  he  came  was  in  correspondence 
with  them,  and  it  was  not  my  business  to  interfere  between  the  parties. 

6312.  I  do  not  say  that  it  was  your  business  to  interfere  between  the  parties; 
but  before  you  make  a  public  statement  affecting  the  character  of  an  individual, 
do  you  not  think  it  your  duty  to  take  ail  reasonable  means  to  ascertain  whether  it 
is  true  or  false? — I  have  made  those  statements  before  this  Committee  in  answer 
to  the  questions  which  have  been  asked  me,  which  I  conceive  I  am  not  wrong  in 
doing.  If  there  be  any  thing  wrong,  it  is  in  those  who  have  asked  me  the 
questions. 

6313.  Mr.  Ficlden.]  Did  you  give  the  man  any  relief  out  of  the  subscription 
fund  ? — I  am  not  now  referring  to  that  period  ;  it  was  previous  to  that  period. 

6314.  In  what  state  did  you  find  those  men  at  Bradford? — I  understood  that 
they  were  in  considerable  destitution  ;  they  had  parted  with  their  little  goods  and 
furniture  upon  their  leaving,  I  believe,  their  native  place,  or  at  all  events  the 
place  of  their  former  residence,  and  in  consequence  of  having  to  wait  some  short 
time,  or  some  considerable  time,  perhaps,  before  they  got  into  their  employment, 
their  funds  were  very  much  exhausted. 

6315.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  families  who  had 
migrated  to  Bradford  were  short  of  employment  during  the  last  year? — I  believe 
several  have  been. 

6316.  Do  you  know  whether  wages  were  paid  to  them  according  to  the  contract 
during  the  time  that  they  were  so  short  of  employment? — I  believe  not.  But 
with  reference  to  the  case  of  the  man  from  Urchfont,  I  would  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  whole  family  were  sent  back  again.  The  man  informed  me  that 
he  and  his  family  had  been  very  little  expense  at  any  time  to  the  parish  to  which 
they  belonged  ;  not,  I  believe,  more  than  30*.  during  any  winter,  that  he  could 
recollect,  though  a  very  numerous  family  ;  but  I  should  think  that  the  expense  of 
that  family's  removal  to  Bradford,  his  support  there  and  removal  back  again,could 
not  have  cost  that  union  less  than  50/. 

6317.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  the  family  ?  — I  believe  12,  altogether. 

6318.  A  man  and  his  wife  and  10  children? — I  believe  so,  but  I  have  already 
said  that  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  me  to  have  been  able  to  state 
with  greater  accuracy  what  I  have  to  state  ;  and  of  course  the  Committee  must 
not  charge  me  with  inaccuracy  when  I  have  made  that  reserve. 

^319.  Have 
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6319.  Have   you  any  doubt  that  a  great  many  cases  of  hardship  could  be     Rev.  G.  .S.  5Wr. 

produced  before  this  Committee  if  proper  witnesses  were  called  ? — I   have^'no       

doubt.  "  ^8  March  ,838. 

6320.  Mr.  Lidddl.'\  Was  it  at  the  man's  own  request  that  he  and  his  family 
were  removed  back  to  Urchfont  ? — It  was. 

6321.  The  two  removals  took  place  at  the  expense  of  the  union  from  which 
he  came  r — I  am  not  aware  whether  the  expense  of  his  being  removed  again  falls 
upon  the  union  or  not,  but  I  should  suppose  that  it  would  ;  I  am  not  conversant 
with  the  new  system. 

6322.  Mr.  Baincs.]  Is  not  the  character  of  Mr.  Rouse  such  as  to  form  a 
guarantee  against  the  supposition,  that  he  would  make  an  engagement  with  a 
poor  man  at  this  disNnce,  and  then  violate  it  ?— I  must  beg  to  say,  that  I  have 
nothing  whatever  vu  allege  against  Mr.  Rouse  of  my  own  knowledge,  and  if  Mr. 
Rouse's  name  has  been  introduced  to  this  Committee,  it  has  been  necessarily 
introduced  as  a  person  with  whom  a  contract  was  made. 

6323.  Chairman.]  Were  you  aware  of  the  terms  of  the  contract  ? — I  was  not. 

6324.  Did  the  man  state  to  you  the  terms  of  the  contract  ? — He  did  not. 
632.5.   Did  he  state  to  you  that  the  terms  of  the  contract,  whatever  they  were, 

had  not  been  complied  with  ? — Yes. 

6326.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Might  there  not  have  been  a  misunderstanding  between 
the  parties  in  Devizes  and  the  migration  agent?—  There  might. 

6327.  Mr.  JVakley.]  You  did  not  state  that  the  contract  was  made  between 
Mr.  Rouse  and  the  migration  agent  ? — I  did  not ;  I  have  nothing  to  urge  against 
the  respectability  of  that  firm,  or  any  member  of  it. 

6328.  Mr.  F/e/dcn.]  Have  you  visited  several  of  the  migrants  at  their  own 
homes,  and  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  condition  in  which  you  found 
them,  as  regards  their  furniture,  and  their  beddin  gand  their  clothing,  and  such 
things  that  poor  families  want? — I  should  say,  with  regard  to  severaloftho.se 
cases,  that  they  were  cases  of  extreme  destitution  of  every  thing  of  that  sort, 
without  beds,  without  blankets,  in  fact,  without  any  furniture. 

6329.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  contracts  which  have  transferred  those  labourers 
from  the  rural  districts  to  the  north? — I  have  not. 

6330.  Tlie  objections  strongly  urged  against  the  new  Poor  Law  in  the  north 
are,  first,  the  workhouse  test ;  the  central  board  for  the  control  of  it ;  the  migration 
of  labourers,  which  is  practised  under  the  law  from  the  south  to  the  north,  and  an 
apprehension  of  a  reduction  of  wages  arising  to  the  poor  in  the  north  ;  all  these 
four  points  produce  the  great  objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  Poor 
Law  in  the  north  r — Yes;  there  are  also  others,  particularly  the  taking  away  from 
the  rate-payers  the  j)ower  of  managing  their  own  affairs. 

^''33^-  Mr.  LiddclL]  Are  the  bastardy  clauses  objected  to  in  that  country? — 
Most  decidedly. 

6332.  Mr.  Fielde?}.]  Do  you  apprehend  that  there  will  be  imminent  danger  from 
forcing  the  introduction  of  this  law  into  the  manutacturing  districts  in  which  vou 
reside  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

6333.  Does  the  feeling  in  opposition  to  the  law  increase,  or  has  it  latterly 
diminished? — The  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  law  may  sometimes  be  suspended 
and  lie  dormant,  but  I  believe  it  will  never  be  eradicated  until  the  law,  in  all  its 
distinguishing  and  vital  principles,  to  which  you  have  already  referred,  is 
repealed. 

6334.  C/iairman.}  You  have  lived  some  time  at  Bradford  : — I  have. 

6335.  Have  you  resided  for  any  time  in  any  district  of  England  where 
this  new  Poor  Law  has  been  in  operation  r^ — I  have  not;  but  1  am  a  native,  and 
have  been  during  a  considerable  portion  of  my  life  an  inhabitant  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  Essex  and  Suffolk. 

6336.  Have  you  resided  in  those  districts  of  Essex  or  Suffolk  since  the  new 
Poor  Law  has  been  introduced  there? — I  have  not. 

6337.  You  have  never,  therefore,  had  an  opportunity  of  personally  observing 
the  operation  of  the  law? — No. 

6338.  Your  impressions,  therefore,  are  derived  from  others,  or  from  reading  the 
law  ? — My  objections  to  the  law  are  mainly  directed  against  its  principles.  If  its 
practice  for  the  present  were  altogether  different  from  what  I  understand  or  believe 
it  to  be,  I  should  still  object  to  its  principles ;  I  am  aware,  with  regard  to  le<Tis- 
lation,  that  when  once  a  principle  is  established,  it  will  undoubtcdlv,  by  a  course  of 
legislation,  reach  its   results ;  the  time  may   be,   perhaps  distant,  when   it  does 
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Rrv,  G.  S.  Bull,    reach  tliose  results,  but  when  a  princi|)lc  of  legislation  is  once  establislied,  its  ulti- 
■tT^i-    iT  8^  8      '"^*<^  results  must  be  expected  to  follow.    , 

6339.  Do  you  know  what  the  operation  of  the  former  law  was  at  Bradford? — 
I  believe  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

6340.  Do  you  know  or  not  whether  at  Bradford  it  was  the  practice  to  refuse 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  ? —  I  believe  not. 

6341.  If  it  should  have  been  stated  to  the  Committee  that  the  practice  at  Brad- 
ford, prior  to  the  introduction  of  this  new  law,  was  to  refuse  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied,  tliat,  in  your  opinion,  would  not  be  a  correct  statement? — I  have  never 
heard  such  a  statement. 

()342.  And  if  such  a  statement  should  have  been  made,  it  would  not,  in  your 
opinion,  be  correct  ? — It  would  not,  with  regard  to  Bradford. 

6343.  Was  there  a  workhouse  at  Bradford? — There  was. 

6344.  Have  you  been  in  the  workhouse? — I  have  been  in  it  only  once. 

6345.  Do  you  know  what  the  regulations  were  of  that  workhouse  ? — I  know 
them  only  from  having  frequently  heard  the  clergyman  who  regularly  visits  that 
workhouse,  and  goes  there  to  instruct  the  people  weekly,  speak  upon  the  subject, 
I  mean  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  and  in  conversation  with  him  upon  this  subject,  I 
have  always  understood  from  him  that  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  were  very 
well  contented  with  the  system  under  which  they  were  placed. 

6346.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  males  and  females  were  separated  in 
the  workhouse  ? — I  do  not. 

6347.  But  supposing  that  to  have  been  the  case  ;  supposing  the  sexes  to  have 
been  separated  in  the  workhouse  at  Bradford  ;  supposing  them  to  have  been 
separated  in  other  workhouses  long  before  the  establishment  of  this  law ; 
supposing  them  to  have  been  separated  in  the  greater  part  of  the  workhouses  in 
this  town,  and  in  all  large  towns,  and  in  all  large  workhouses,  should  you  think 
it  just  to  ascribe  that  separation  of  the  sexes  to  the  introduction  of  this  law  ? — I 
should  not  think  it  just  to  ascribe  any  thing  to  the  introduction  of  this  law,  which 
exitesd  previously  to  it;  but  we  are  given  to  understand  that  this  is  an  ameiul- 
mettt  of  former  laws.  If  such  practices  iiad  existed  under  former  laws,  I  should 
suppose  that  a  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  ought  to  have  removed  all  those  things. 

6348.  You  think  the  practice  of  the  separation  of  the  sexes  is  an  objectionable 
one  ? — I  do. 

6349.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  where  that  practice  has  not  been  observed, 
the  general  result  has  been  great  indecency  and  immorality  ? — I  have  not. 

6350.  Supposing  it  should  be  proved  by  the  experience  of  many  workhouses, 
that  where  a  separation  of  the  sexes  was  not  enforced,  great  immorality  and 
indecency  and  disorder  should  have  been  found  to  take  place,  would  not  that,  in 
your  mind,  justify,  in  some  degree,  this  separation  ? — It  would  not.  I  should 
say  that  it  would  go,  in  my  mind,  to  show  that  the  gathering  together  of  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  large  workhouses  was  an  evil  to  be  avoided,  and  that  the 
legislature  should  set  itself  to  devise  the  means  of  affording  relief  to  persons  at 
their  own  homes,  applying  to  all  possible  instances  the  test  of  work  for  relief, 
for,  let  it  be  understood,  that  I  am  most  willing  to  agree  to  that  as  the  test  of 
destitution  of  able-bodied  persons. 

(13.51.  But  may  there  not  be  many  persons  in  large  towns,  or  even  in  rural  dis- 
tricts, who  are  without  friends,  and  who  are  without  homes,  and  without  any 
asylum  to  which  they  can  go,  and  to  whom  the  workhouse  is  an  almost  necessary 
resort? —Undoubtedly  there  may  be  such  persons;  but  I  apprehend  that  the 
Legislature  should  set  itself  to  the  great  work  of  prevention,  rather  than  of  cure, 
for  such  cases  as  these,  and  that  if  such  cases  are  proved  to  exist  in  a  country 
abounding  with  wealth,  like  this,  and  professing  the  principles  of  Christianity, 
that  it  should  induce  the  Legislature  to  abate  that  misery  by  every  possible  means, 
ratlicr  than  to  devise  irksome  and  harsh  measures  connected  with  what  is  called 
its  relief  when  it  does  exist. 

6352.  You  say  one  of  your  objections  to  this  law  is,  that  it  is  a  deprivation  of 
relief  to  the  poor  ,•  have  you  ever  heard  that  the  aged  poor  have  been  deprived 
of  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  under  the  present  law  ? — I  have  not  heard  of  any 
particular  instances  of  that  description  (I  am  speaking  of  my  own  district),  and 
for  this  reason,  that  the  law  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  operation  with  us  at  present. 

*'3.53-  But  you  have  expressed  strong  opinions  upon  the  law.  What  is  your 
own  impression  with  reference  to  the  aged  poor  ;  have  you  ever  understood  that 
under  this  law  they  have  been  deprived  of  relief  at  their  own  homes  ? — I  have  read 
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at  least  of  such  instances  ;  I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  particulars  at  this    Rev.  G.  s.  Bull. 
moment,  but  I  have  read  ot  such  instances;  but  I  apprehend  that  the  most  .severe     08^     k    o  « 
effects  of  this  law  are  felt  by  what  are  called  the  able-bodied,  who,  from  no  fault 
of  theirs,  are  destitute  of  the  means  of  subsistence  by  labour. 

O354.  Under  what  regulations  would  you  propose  that  relief  should  be  given 
to  the  able-bodied? — I  would  propose,  that  when  tlic  able-bodied  apply  for  relief, 
who  are  unable  to  obtain  work,  some  work  of  a  remunerating  kind,  and  piece- 
work, if  possible,  should  be  provided  for  them,  and  I  can  see  no  objection  in  the 
agricultural  districts  to  a  quantity  of  land,  whore  spade-husbandry,  for  instance, 
can  be  exercised,  being  taken  for  that  purpose,  and  able-bodied  persons  beino- 
employed  there  in  piece-work.  I  altogether  object  to  the  system  of  employing 
persons  at  labour,  which  is  by  no  means  profitable,  either  to  themselves  or  others, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  saying  that  they  are  employed.  Digging  holes,  and  filling 
them  up,  and  practices  of  that  sort,  I  conceive  have  a  most  demoralizing  tendency. 

6355.  Have  any  means  ever  occurred  to  you,  by  which  you  would  take  security 
that  the  work  which  you  would  propose  to  provide  for  the  able-bodied  who  are 
in  want  of  relief  should  be  of  a  remunerating  kind? — It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
it  would  be  perfectly  consistent  with  a  just  policy  towards  the  labouring  classes 
of  society  if  a  general  minimum  of  wages  were  established  by  law. 

r)3';(i.  V'ou  think  that  would  be  desirable? — I  do.  I  know  it  is  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  political  economy  now  generally  professed. 

6357.  You  say  that  the  operation  of  this  workhouse  test,  as  it  is  called,  is  cal- 
culated to  reduce  wages ;  are  you  aware  that  the  law  lias  been  in  operation 
between  two  and  three  years  in  various  parts  of  England  ? — I  have  heard  so. 

635S.  Have  you  heard,  in  any  of  those  districts,  that  wages  have  been  reduced  ? 
— I  have  heard  that  in  many  of  those  districts  the  wages  have  not  been  amended 
in  amount,  and  I  am  aware  that  provisions  have  risen  also  in  price,  which  will 
amount,  when  taken  into  consideration  together,  to  a  diminution  of  wages.  My 
impression  is,  that  the  ability  to  procure  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  has 
been  reduced  by  this  law. 

6359.  But  have  you  heard  any  instance  in  which,  where  the  law  has  been  for 
some  time  in  operation,  wages  have  been  reduced  ? — Wages  have  not  been  raised, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  and  provisions  have,  which  amounts  to  a  reduction  of  wao"es. 

6360.  You  are  not  aware  of  anv  instance  in  which  wages  have  been  raised 
under  the  operation  of  this  law  ? — I  am  not. 

6361.  You  say  that  you  have  taken  pains  to  state  to  the  people  what  are  the 
real  principles  and  provisions  of  this  law  ;  did  you  attend  a  meeting  convened  on 
the  7th  of  February  1837,  in  Christchurch  school-room,  at  Bradford? — I  did. 

6362.  Did  you  state  that,  "Among  other  instances  of  the  severity  with  which 
this  law  had  operated,  you  would  bring  before  the  meeting  a  poor  cripple,  whom 
you  yesterday  met  with  in  the  town  of  Bradford  ;  and  that  a  friend  of  yours  had 
mercifully  delivered  him  from  sharing  the  guardian  system  of  the  new  union 
workhouse  in  the  south  ?" — 1  did  ;  and  on  that  subject  1  would  say,  that  accordin")- 
to  the  information  which  I  have,  the  case  there  referred  to  having  been  animad- 
verted upon  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  it  having  been  intimated  by  a  noble  Mem- 
ber of  that  House,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  bring  it  before  a  Committee  of  that 
House,  I  should  wish  to  reserve  all  that  I  have  to  sav  upon  that  subject  until  I 
may  be  required  to  make  my  statement  before  a  Committee  of  that  House.  I  should 
wish,  with  the  permi.ssion  of  this  Committee,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  already 
stated,  not  to  enter  upon  that  question  at  all,  inasmuch  as  I  am  likelv  to  be 
required  to  answer  some  inquiries  upon  that  subject. 

()3()3.  Did  you  state  at  that  time,  that  "  the  mother  of  this  cripple  was  a  poor 
widow,  and  that  she  received  for  one  of  her  family  a  single  loaf  as  out-door 
relief;  and  was  it  not  for  fear  of  her  losing  her  single  loaf,  you  would  have  oiven 
names  and  places,  but  that  the  poor  lads  friends  requested  you  not  to  do  so  ' ' — 
Yes,  I  did. 

63()4.  Did  you  also  state  at  that  meeting,  that  "  the  same  boy  told  vou  that  a 
young  woman  in  the  workhouse  where  he  had  been,  had  been  whipped,  flogged 
on  htr  naked  back,  like  a  soldier,  with  a  whip  having  eight  or  ten  lashes?" — ^Yes, 
1  did. 

&Z^').  Did  you,  in  consequence  of  having  made  this  statement,  receive  the 
following  letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  : — "  Poor  Law  Commissioners' 
Office,  Somerset  House.  February  U,  1837.  Reverend  Sir,  —  I  am  directed  by 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  lor  England   and  Wales  to  request  your  attention 
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Kev.  (,.  6'.  Buli.    to  the  following  passages  which  appear  in  the  '  Times'  newspaper,  of  the  8th 
1^  -         instant,  in  a  report  purporting-  to  be  an  extract  fnim  the  '  Bradford  Observer,"  of  a 

'  ■'  '  speech  delivered  by  you  at  a  meeting  held  in  ("hristcliurch  school-room,  to  take 
measures  against  the  introduction  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  into  the 
Bradford  district.  The  passages  to  which  I  allude  arc  as  follow: — 1st.  '  But  I 
will  produce  testimony  of  another  kind.  Here  stands  before  you  a  poor  cripple, 
whom  I  yesterday  met  with  in  this  town.  A  friend  has  mercifully  delivered  him 
from  sharing  the  terrors  of  the  "guardian" — ay,  the  "guardian"  system  of  the 
new  union  workhouse  in  the  south.  His  mother  is  a  poor  widow,  and  receives  for 
one  of  her  family  a  single  loaf  in  "  out-door  relief."  Was  it  not  for  fear  of  her 
losing  that  single  loaf,  I  would  now  give  you  names  and  places  ;  but  the  poor 
lad's  friends  request  me  not  to  do  so.  But,  Sir,  I  will  tell  you  the  names  con- 
fidentially, and  show  you  my  proofs.'  2d.  'The  boy  also  stated,  that  a  young 
woman  in  that  house  had  been  stripped,  flogged  on  her  n;>kcd  back,  like  a  soldier, 
with  a  whip  having  eighf  or  ten  lashes.'  .3d.  '  Mr.  Bull  then  referred  to  the 
suicide  of  William  Minto,  attributed  by  a  Newcastle  paper  to  the  dread  of  being 
removed  to  Bedlington  Union  workhouse.  He  had  been  a  month  missing,  and 
was  found  hanging  on  a  tree  !  The  coroner's  jury,  said  Mr.  Bull,  returned  a 
verdict  of  "  temporary  insanity, "  which  ought  to  have  been  "  wiltul  murder 
against  the  oppressors  of  the  poor." '  Assuming  the  report  in  question  to  be 
correct,  as  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  contradicted  by  you,  the  Poor  Law 
Commi.ssioners  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  institute  inquiries  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  paragraphs  above  set  forth,  with  the  view, 
if  they  be  founded  in  truth,  of  considering  the  proceedings  which  it 
may  be  requisite  to  take  for  the  correction  of  the  offenders,  and  of.  pre- 
venting any  repetition  of  the  offences.  Referring  to  each  paragraph  by 
its  number,  I  have,  therefore,  to  ask,  1st.  What  is  the  name  of  the  cripple 
alluded  to  in  this  paragraph,  and  also  the  name  of  the  friend  who  is  said  to  have 
rescued  him  from  an  union  workhouse  in  the  south  ;  and  where  is  that  work- 
house situated,  and  what  are  the  proofs  to  which  you  allude  ?  2d.  W  hat  is  the 
name  of  the  young  woman  alluded  to  as  having  been  '  stripped,  flogged  over  her 
naked  back,  like  a  soldier,'  with  a  whip  having  eight  or  ten  lashes,  and  in  what 
place,  for  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor,  has  this  treatment  been  inflicted  ? 
3d.  The  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  state  whom  you  designate  as  the 
oppressors  of  the  poor,  of  whom  you  say,  in  Minto's  case,  that  a  verdict  of  '  wilful 
murder'  should  have  been  returned  against  them?  The  Commissioners  have 
desired  these  questions  to  be  directed  to  you,  because  until  the  facts  which  the 
answers  should  disclose,  assuming  the  assertions  to  be  true,  be  ascertained,  jus-- 
tice  cannot  be  enforced.  They  do  not,  of  course,  desire  you  to  give  any  answers, 
or  make  any  admissions,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  yourself.  I  have  to  request 
as  early  a  reply  as  your  convenience  will  allow.  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Reverend  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  E.  Chaduick,  Secretary."  Did  you  receive 
that  letter? — 1  did. 

^■^d^.  Did  you  answer  it? — I  answered  it  in  the  "  Times"  newspaper. 

6367.  Did  you  return  any  answer  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  r^I  did  not. 

6368.  May  I  ask  your  reason,  having  received  this  letter,  which  appears  to 
be  expressed  in  civil  terms,  why  you  did  not  give  an  answer  to  the  parties  who 
wrote  to  you  ? — To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  as  individuals,  I  have  nothing  to 
object;  they  may  be  most  highly  respectable  individuals  ;  but  to  them,  as  Com- 
missioners, I  do  object,  upon  grounds  which  I  am  willing  to  state  to  this  Commit- 
tee, if  required. 

6369.  My  question  w  as,  why,  having  received  a  perfectly  civil  letter  from  per- 
sons who  were  accused  of  mal-administration,  and  who  were  implicated  in  the 
accusation,  you  did  not  return  them  any  answer.' — Because  I  did  not  wish  by  any 
act  of  mine  to  recognize  the  Commission. 

6370.  Do  not  you  recognize  that  Commission  by  accusing  them? — I  do  not 
recognize  their  authority  to  judge  in  such  cases. 

6371.  I  do  not  ask  whether  you  recognize  their  authority  to  judge;  but  still 
the  law  gives  those  persons  certain  powers ;  they  were  charged  by  you  with 
mal-administration  of  relief  to  the  poor  ;  they,  or  their  agents,  were  accused  by 
you  in  this  statement  of  great  mal-administration,  in  consequence  of  which 
great  misery  and  oppression  had  ensued;  they  called  upon  you,  in  perfectly  civil 
terms,  to  state  the  proofs  upon  which  that  accusation  rested,  in  order  that  an 

inquiry 
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inquiry  might  be  instituted  and  a  remedy  be  applied,  and  you  refused  to  ansxver     Rev  G.  S  BvU. 

that  letter?— 1  did.  '—^ 

637:2.  Do  you  think  it  perfectly  consistent  with  justice  that  you  should  be  at  '"^  ^^^^^  '^^*" 
liberty  to  make  a  public  accusation  against  parties,  imputing  to  them  great  acts 
of  seventy,  oppression  and  injustice,  and  when  the  parties  so  accused  by  you 
politely  ask  yon  to  produce  your  proof,  in  order  to  vindicate  themselves,  or  to 
ascertain  their  truth,  that  you  should  decline  to  answer  their  letter? — I  owed  an 
account  to  the  public,  which  account  I  rendered. 

6373.  Does  not  the  accuser  owe  something  to  the  accused  l —  In  this  case, 
although  it  may  be  a  general  rule,  I  consider  it  an  exception  to  the  rule ; 
because,  by  writing  to  tiie  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  I  should  recognize  to  a 
certain  e.vtent  their  power  and  authority,  as  being  a  constitutional  and  a  christian 
power  and  authority,  which  I  do  deny,  and  for  those  reasons  I  did  not  write  to 
them,  not  out  of  any  personal  disrespect  to  them,  but  for  the  reasons  that  I  have 
staled. 

6374.  This  is  not  a  question  of  personal  disrespect ;  you  made  a  public  accu- 
sation ;  you  charged  them,  or  their  agents  acting  under  their  orders,  with  very 
serious  offences ;  they  asked  you  for  the  means  of  enabling  them  to  ascertain 
whether  those  charges  were  true  ;  and  I  ask  you  whether  you  consider  it  con- 
sistent with  your  notions  of  justice  to  refuse  to  them  the  means  of  making  that 
inquiry? — I  consider  that  the  tribunal  before  which  they  were  desirous  to  bring 
that  matter,  was  not  the  tribunal  from  which  justice  could  be  obtained. 

^'375-  That  was  your  reason  for  not  making  any  reply  to  them? — That  was 
one. 

63 7t').  Vou  say  you  owed  nothing  to  the  Commissioners,  though  you  accused 
them,  but  that  you  owed  an  account  to  the  public  ;  what  reply  did  you  make  to 
the  public? — I  replied  to  the  i)ublic  in  the  newspaper  from  which  I  understood 
from  their  letter  they  had  derived  their  information  of  the  statements  I  save. 

6.377-  Is  this  the  letter  which  you  gave  as  an  answer?  [a  tieuspape?-  bdn^ 
handed  to  the  Witness.'\ — It  is. 

[TAe  same  was  read  as  follows  .•] 

"  Now,  sir,  as  it  was  through  your  columns  that  the  Commissioners  obtained,  it  would 
seem,  their  information  of  this  speech,  so  through  your  medium  I  choose,  if  you  will  allow 
me,  to  reply.  I  am  so  sincerely  and  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  constitution  of  this 
board,  and  so  averse  to  the  Act,  as  a  whole,  which  they  are  so  well  paid  for  administering, 
that  1  cannot  now  notice  the  communication  of  Mr.  Chadwick,  without  at  once  entering  my 
most  decided  and  solemn  protest  against  this  un-English  tribunal  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
mission, usurping,  as  it  appears  to  me  to  do,  tlie  greatest  prerogatives  of  the  King,  the 
Parliament,  and  the  courts  of  law.  The  object  of  this  usurpation  is  also  my  abhorrence, 
which  appears  to  be,  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  and  that  oppression  more  hateful  because 
of  the  deceit  with  which  the  whole  system  is  enveloped.  But  to  Mr.  Chadwick  :  I  by  no 
means  regret  a  single  line  I  have  written,  or  a  single  sentence  I  have  spoken,  agamstthis 
unchristian  Act,  as  I  esteem  it,  since  it  was  first  mooted.  I  beg  to  infbnn  hinf,  and  his 
despotic  masters,  the  'Three  Kings,'  as  I  term  them,  that  the  report  quoted  in  the  above 
letter  is  substantially  correct,  and  that,  in  answer  to  the  question  numbered  1,  I  have  to 
say,  that  I  am  prepared  to  disclose  the  names  of  the  cripple,  and  of  his  friend,  and  of  his 
mother,  and  ot  the  workhouse  (from  being  immured  in  which  the  kindness  of  that  friend 
rescued  him)  ;  and  to  prove,  as  1  engaged  to  do  to  the  chairman  of  the  meetins,  that  the 
cripple  whom  1  produced,  and  his  friend,  who  was  present,  were  not  fictitious  characters, 
but  were  the  persons  I  represented  them  to  be,  and  that  they  are  respectable  in  character 
and  worthy  of  credit;  ail  this  I  am  ready  to  do,  and  to  open  the  way  for  the  strictest  inves- 
tigation, upon  condition  that  I  have  a  substantial  security  that  the  loaf,  '  the  single  loaf  of 
the  widow's  child,  shall  not  be  taken  away  until  that  child  is  able  to  provide  for  ifself.  But, 
sir,  I  will  not,  cannot,  accept  any  security  from  these  Conuuissioners,  since  the  Act  which' 
they  administer  gives  them  power  (clause  15)  to  rescind  all  theii-  orders,  and  to  break  all 
their  promises  as  soon  as  made,  and  I  am  not  young  enough  to  be  caught  in  tliat  trap. 
They  shall  invest  the  cost  of  that  weekly  loaf  for  the  next  seven  years  in  the  nearest  savings' 
bank,  in  the  widow's  name,  or  they  shall  get  no  names  from  nic.  I  have  given  uiv  word^to 
the  parties,  and  I  shall  not  '  rescind'  it.'  Those  gentlemen,  with  their  8110/.,  I,"o00/.  and 
2,000/.  a  year,  may  think  this  single  loaf  a  small  affair,  but  when  the  victims  of  the 
'  guardian'  mercy  of  this  Act  are  pinmg  upon  \s.  ;JA<f.  a  week,  in  order  that  these  hi<:h  and 
mighty  lords  may  grow  fat  upon  the  pretended  '  saving.-*,'  the  loss  of  a  single  weeklv~lo«f  is 
a  serious  matter,  though  a  small  one  in  itself;  and  in  this  respect  their  '  economy"  "must  be 
the  guide  of  my  conduct.  To  the  (juestion,  No.  2,  I  have  to  answer,  that  I  have  from  mv 
informants  the  name  of  the  young  womaji  who  was  stripped  and  flossed  '  like  a  soldier  ' 
with  a  whip  having  eight  or  ten  lashes,  and  of  the  union  workhouse  \vhere  this  barbarism 
was  inflicted  ;  and  I  am  prepared  to  disclose  tho.se  names  and  to  open  die  way  for,  not  a 
Poor  Law  Commissioner's  investigation,  nor  a  board  of  guardians'  investigation,  with  clo.<wd 

^."iS.  B  4  doors. 
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Rev.  G.  a.  Bull.      <'oors,  and  to  tlic  oxclusion  of  tlin  reporters  of  the  press  ;    but  I   am   ready  to  promote  a 
Britisli,   a  Ic'ial  investigation  before  tlie  eourts  of  law,  tlie  aiieient  and  venerated  courts 

28  March  1838.  of  linnhind  ;  before  our  revered  and  independent  judges;  before  a  fair  jury  of  lionest 
Englislnnen.  Let  tlieni  give  nic  legal  and  approved  security  tliat  the  perpetrators  c>f  that 
barbarity  shall  bo  ])roseeuted  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  with  a  view  to  all'ord  redress  to 
the  injmed  ])arty,  and  I  am  ready  to  give  up  my  authority  for  my  statement ;  but  as  to  any 
recognition  of  these  gentlemen  as  a  competent  court  to  try  the  cause  of  tiie  poor,  no  power 
on  earth  shall  compel  me  to  it.  Right  or  wronii',  I  regard  the  Poor  Law  Conniiission  as  a 
most  dangerous  usurpation  of  the  constitution,  and,  in  my  own  mind,  I  consider  the  advisers 
and  contrivers  of  that  measure  as  guilty  of  constructive  treason  against  the  crown  and 
dignity  of  my  rightful  sovereign,  and  as  guilty  of  a  conspiracy  against  tlie  liberties  of  my 
country.  But  to  question,  No.  3,  1  am  asked,  '  Whom  I  designate  the  oppressors  of  the 
poor,  and  of  whom  I  say,  in  Minto's  case,  that  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  should  bo 
returned  against  them.''  To  which  I  reply,  that  tliey  are  tlie  iiulividuals,  whether 
under  the  old  Act  or  the  new  Act,  who,  by  a  series  of  hard  and  oppressive  measures 
towards  Minto,  at  length  drove  him  to  despair  ;  and  in  heaven's  righteous  court 
they  shall  answer  it,  though  the  partial  laws  of  tliis  world  may  allow  them  to 
escape.  It  seems  queer,  sir,  that  Mr.  Chadwick  should  be  ordered  to  ask  me  to 
point  out  the  wilful  nmrderers  of  poor  old  Minto,  when,  as  1  am  informed,  the  Assistant- 
commissioner,  Sir  John  Walsham,  has  commanded  the  guartlians  of  the  Morpeth 
Union,  in  which  the  workhouses  referred  to  are  situated,  to  ibrm  a  committee  of  their  own 
body  to  investigate  the  case.  The  result  of  such  an  investigation  will  doubtless  be,  that  the 
guardians  will  acquit  the  guardians  ;  but  why  then  apply  to  me  !  But,  sir,  if  Mr.  Chadwick's 
question — '  Wiiom  do  you  designate  the  oppressors  of  the  poor  .' '  is  to  be  put  in  a  more 
wide  and  general  sense,  I  can  freely  reply,  without  condition  and  without  reserve,  that  I 
regard  all  who  patronize  and  who  administer  this  un-English  law,  in  tlie  spirit  of  its  founders 
and  framers,  as  oppressors  of  the  poor ;  I  regard  the  whole  system  as  one  of  wrong,  as  based 
upon  unchristian  principles  and  inhuman  feelings,  and  as  contrived  in  a  spirit  of  deceit. 
Deceit  and  oppression  are  mentioned  in  many  places  of  Holy  Writ  as  inseparables  com- 
panions ;  and  thus,  in  this  Act,  the  word  '  amendment' really  means  the  retention  of  some 
of  the  worst  parts  of  the  old  system,  with  sundry  hateful  additions  out  of  the  Commissioners' 
own  store.  The  word  '  guardian  '  really  means  a  mere  delegate  of  three  despots ;  the 
word  'relief  means  grief  and  deprivation;  the  term  '  relieving  officer'  is  aj)plied  to 
men  who  are  appointed  to  screw  down  the  poor  to  the  last  point  of  endurance,  whilst  the 
officials  under  this  Act  are  boasting  of  making  *  independent  labourers ;'  their  practice,  in 
many  cases,  is  to  cause  them  to  be  sent  into  these  manufacturing  districts,  and  to  be  bound, 
hand  and  foot,  by  agreement,  for  three  years,  to  certain  avaricious  factory  masters,  at 
reduced  wages  ;  and  this  is  perpetrated  by  certain  subalterns  of  theirs,  called  '  migration 
agents."  Thus,  too,  the  boasted  '  decrease  of  bastardy  '  turns  out  to  be  only  a  decrease 
of  figures  in  the  official  returns,  but,  in  reality,  an  increase  of  cliild-murder  and  of  female 
suicide,  and  no  decrease,  as  is  believed,  of  the  illicit  inteicourse  of  the  sexes.  Jn  the 
same  spirit  of  deceit,  the  rate-payers  of  England  and  Wales  are  amused  by  being 
calletl  upon  to  elect  '  guardians ;'  and  when  this  is  done,  they  have  but  created  so 
many  tools  for  the  three  Connnissioners,  and  given  up  their  own  ancient  and  just 
right  to  the  control  and  disjiensation  of  the  poor  tax,  which  they  themselves  pay; 
and  thus  it  is  come  to  pass,  that  this  expenditure,  lo  the  amount  of  j,()00,000 /. 
or  (j, 000, 000/.  of  our  taxes  (i.  c.  poor-rates)  is  in  the  sole  power  of  the  three  Commissioners  ! 
And  these,  fbrsooih,  are  the  men  who  prate  incessantly  about  taxation  and  representation 
being  equal !  Well,  sir,  I  will  stop  here  for  the  present ;  I  dare  not  prognosticate.  The 
shadows  of  fearful  events  flit  indeed  before  me.  1  hear  the  wheels  of  God's  avenging  car 
groan  heavily  along  the  road.  Pity  me  as  an  enthusiast,  if  you  please.  I  perceive  the 
rising  sun  of  an  immense  mass  of  the  people  of  England,  and  of  the  dense  masses  in  these 
provmces  especially.  I  see  the  barriers  which  the  agricidtural  counties  once  opposed  to  revo- 
lutionaiy  movements  fi'om  hence  broken  down  ;  the  way  is  open  now.  J  behold  the  enemies 
of  monarchy  and  constitutional  government  chuckling  at  the  game  which  these  heartless 
and  brainless  philosophers  are  playing  for  them ;  and  whilst  the  three  Commissioners  are 
fattening  like  swine  for  the  slaughter  upon  their  thousands  twice  told,  and  whilst  they  and 
their  assistants  and  minions  are  praising  their  gods  of  silver  and  of  gold  and  of  lirass,  and 
admiring  their  own  rlevices,  I  hear  the  suppressed  but  powerful  and  heaven-rending  moan 
of  the  widow,  of  the  fatherless  and  of  the  friendless,  saying,  'Lord,  how  long?'  and  I  hear 
the  responsive  sympathy  of  thousands,  who  echo  back  the  cry,  '  Lord,  how  long  ?'  Another 
word,  and  no  more  :  Just  observe  the  very  kind  consideration  of  these  gentlemen  for  me, 
lest  I  should  make  admissions  or  give  any  answers  prejudicial  to  myself.  Sir,  tell  these 
insolent  men  from  me  that  I  am  no  felon  at  the  bar  of  justice,  to  whom  such  advice  and 
caution  is  usually  tendered ;  tell  them  that  I,  as  a  clergyman,  do  not  receive  my  little  pittance 
for  the  purpose  ofdolinsx  out  to  the  unfortunate  i)oor  a  coarser  sort  of  food.  It  is  for  tyrants 
to  tremble;  but  as  for  me,  '  Mmuts  a/tenetis  mens  sibi  conscia  recti.'  Firm  like  a  wall  of 
brass  the  mind  remains,  conscious  of  rectitude.  I  have  read  of  Mabcrly,  the  persecuted 
clergyman,  the  victim  of  Lord  J.  Russell's  malice,  and  of  the  Commissioners'  spite,  because 
he  exposed  and  denounced  this  tyrant  law  ;  but  I  am  not  afraid  ;  I  know  their  power  ; 
I  have  read  the  9Sth  and  99th  clauses  of  the  Act,  which  empower,  them  to  fine  and  to 
imprison  'those  who  treat  the  Commissioners  with  any  contempt;'  I  know  it  all,  but  1  am 
not  afraid  ;  it  is  for  tyrants  to  tremble,  but  not  for  me.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obhged, 
G.  S.  Bull." 

6378.  This 
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6378.  This  is  your  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  r — Yes.  Rev.  G.  S  Bull. 

(3379.   Having  received  a  perfectly  civil  letter,  are  you  still  of  opinion  that  the     38  .March  1838 
proper  way  of  answering  that  letter  was  by  not  answering  the  letter  to  the  person 
who  wrote  it  to  you,  and   whom  you   had  very   much    accu.sed,   but,   instead  of 
doing  so,   publishing  this  flaming  letter  in  the  newspaper? — I  think   it   was  the 
best  plan  tliat  I  could  possibly  adopt. 

6380.  You  are  still  of  opinion  that  that  was  the  proper  course  to  adopt  ? — 
Yes,  I  am. 

6381.  That  being  your  opinion,  allow  me  to  ask  you,  with  respect  to  the 
charge ;  you  were  asked  to  name  the  cripple,  and  you  refused  to  name  him  unless 
the  Conmiissioners  would  undertake  to  lodge  in  a  savings'  bank  seven  years'  value 
of  the  loaf  that  the  widow  received  ;  was  that  so? — Yes. 

6382.  Supposing  that  it  had  been  a  reasonable  proposal,  out  of  what  funds  were 
the  Commissioners  to  lodw  the  value  of  this  loaf?  — I  should  wish  to  refer  once 
more  to  my  expressed  wish,  that,  with  regard  to  all  particulars  of  this  case,  I 
may  reserve  any  answers  that  I  may  have  to  make  when  I  may  be  called  upon  to 
give  them  in  another  place. 

6383.  Will  you  give  either  an  answer  or  a  refusal  ? — I  decline  to  answer,  upon 
the  ground  that  I  expect  to  be  questioned  upon  that  subject  in  another  place. 

6384.  You  having  come  here  u[)on  your  own  application,  and  the  Committee 
having  agreed  to  examine  you  upon  your  own  application  to  be  examined,  you 
now  refuse  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  you  by  the  Committee  ? — In  applying 
for  an  opportunity,  through  my  friend  Mr.  Fielden,  to  be  examined  by  this 
Committee,  I  was  induced  to  do  so  chiefly  on  account  of  having  understood  that 
my  name  had  been  brought  forward  here  in  reference  to  a  meeting  which  was  held 
at  Hartshead  Moor,  and  I  thought,  as  I  was  in  town,  I  might  be  able  to  give 
the  Committee  any  information  upon  that  subject  quite  as  well  as  any  other 
person  could  give  it  for  me ;  but  I  distinctly  stated  to  Mr.  Fielden  since  I  came 
into  this  room,  that  I  wished,  with  reference  to  any  tiling  that  might  be  asked  me 
here,  to  reserve  any  information  I  might  have  to  give,  or  any  answer  I  might  have 
to  give  upon  this  point,  to  another  opportunity,  and  I  do  beg  to  say,  that  I  am 
not  refusing  to  answer  inquiries  upon  that  subject ;  but  I  am  requesting  not  to 
answer  now,  because  I  expect  to  be  examined  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

6385.  I  must  ask  you  the  name  of  the  cripple  whom  you  produced  at  that 
meeting  at  Bradford  ? — I  request  to  be  excused  from  entering  into  particulars, 
because  I  expect  to  be  called  upon  elsewhere. 

6386.  I  ask  you  distinctly  to  give  me  the  name  of  that  cripple  ? — I  request  to 
be  excused  from  giving  the  name,  on  the  account  I  have  already  stated. 

6387.  Do  you  decline  giving  the  name? — For  the  reason  I  have  already  stated. 

6388.  You  decline  it?— Yes. 

6389.  I  ask  you  the  name  of  the  girl,  who  you  say  "  was  flogged  upon  her 
naked  back,  like  a  soldier,  with  a  whip  having  eight  or  ten  lashes  ?"' — I  have  not 
the  name  with  me  at  this  time  ;  I  never  expected  to  be  examined  upon  any  such 
subject,  and  I  decline  giving  it,  if  I  had  it  with  me,  for  the  same  reason  that  I 
have  stated. 

6390.  You  have  not  the  name  with  you,  and  if  you  had  it  with  you,  you 
would  decline  producing  it? — I  would,  for  the  reason  stated  already. 

6391.  Mr.  Ziiddc/L]  Have  these  cases  been  specifically  mentioned  and  alluded 
to  in  the  House  of  Lords  ? — They  have. 

6392.  To  your  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

6393.  Have  you  every  reason  to  believe  that  you  will  be  examined  upon  that 
point?- -I  have. 

6394.  Mr.  Bai/ics.]  By  whom  examined  ? — By  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 

6395.  Has  there  been  any  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  appointed? — It 
has  been  stated  by  a  noble  lord,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  move  a  Committee  for 
that  purpose. 

6^)6.  Chairman.']  You  now  being  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  having  come  here  by  your  own  application,  and  a  question  being  pro- 
posed to  you,  even  supposing  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  be  appointed, 
is  that  a  reason  for  your  refusing  to  answer  a  question  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ? — In  applying  to  be  examined  here,  I  made  the  express 
reservation  of  this  matter  to  Mr.  Fielden,  and  I  did  so  as  lately  as  this  morning, 

258.  C  on 
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Rev.  G.  S.  BuU.  on  coming  into  the  room,  in  conversation  with  him.  As  a  clergyman,  occupying 
_1 a  responsible  situation   in  the  country,  and  as  one  who,  like  every  other  person, 

28  March  1838.  must  stand  or  fall  by  his  character,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance  to  me 
that  I  should  have  an  opportunity,  if  it  is  thouglit  proper  to  give  me  one,  of 
answerin"-  for  myself  before  the  same  public  tribunal,  the  highest  in  the  land,  as 
that  before  vviiich  I  have  been  accused. 

The  Committee-room  was  cleared.  After  some  time,  the  Witness 
was  called  in,  and  directed  by  the  Chairman  to  attend  the  Committee 
on  Friday,  at  Twelve  o'clock. 


TWENTY-FIRST    REPORT 


SF.LIXT  COMMITTEE 
ON  Til  r: 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 

WITH    THE 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Orilcrtd,  by  Tlie  House  of  Coiuiooiis,  to  bt  I'rinliit, 
•i8  March  1838. 


258. 
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POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH  THE 
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Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  PrinUil. 
30  March  1838. 


[     ii     ] 


Luna,  2'"  die  Novembris,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakcrley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Barneby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (De\nzes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Ftbruarii,  1 838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.  iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.    1 


[     iii     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  CoMMissiONEiis  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House; — 

TTAVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
-*■-*•     The  House. 


30  March  1838. 
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WITNESS. 


The  Reverend  George  Stringer  Bull. 


[  1  ] 
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Veneris,  30"  die  Martii,  1838. 


Mr.  B'.iines. 
Mr.  IJolling. 
Mr.  Estcourt. 
M  r.  Fieklen. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Hodges. 
Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Scrope. 
Mr.  VVakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Reverend  George  Stringer  Bull,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

6397.  Chairman.']  YOU  were  asked  some  questions  witli  regard  to  statements 
you  liad  made  at  Jiradford  in  the  course  of  February  1837,  which  you  declined 
answering;  do  you  still  decline  answering  those  questions  ? — Certainly  not,  if  the 
Committee  desire  mc ;  I  was  not  at  all  aware  that  in  making  the  request  that  I 
did  of  the  Committee,  I  should  l)e  considered  by  them  as  having  at  all  refused 
to  answer  the  (|ursti()ns ;  I  merely  ])referred  answering  them  l>efore  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  I  understood  was  to  be  ap])ointed  ;  but  I  by  no  means 
decline  to  answer  the  questions  here,  if  the  Committee  desire  me  to  do  so,  as  far 
as  the  absence  of  my  documents  will  enable  me. 

6398.  Let  me  ask  you  the  name  of  the  cripple  to  whom  you  alluded  at  that 
meeting  ? — I  do  not  remember  the  name,  having  no  document  wliatever  with  me  ; 
I  quite  forget  the  name ;  and  I  cannot  mention  either  names  or  jjlaces  without  my 
documents;  I  shall  be  most  happy,  however,  to  produce  them  all  when  it  may  be 
convenient  to  the  Committee. 

6399-  l^o  you  know  the  union  to  which  that  cripple  belongs? — I  cannot  be 
certain  of  that. 

6400.  Can  you  procure  that  infonnation  and  send  it  to  the  Committee  ? — 
I  can. 

(»40i.  With  regard  to  the  young  woman  whom  you  stated  to  have  been  flogged, 
can  you  give  her  name  ? — I  believe  I  can,  on  reference  to  the  documents,  but  not 
now;  I  Jx'lieve  I  can  give  the  names  and  ])laccs  and  eveiy  thing  which  will  enable 
the  Committee  to  enter  into  the  fullest  investigation  ujion  the  subject ;  I  would 
just  say  that  a  large  number  of  cases  of  that  descrijition  being  frequently  brou^'lit 
before  me,  I  have  not  been  able  to  charge  my  memory  with  individual  cases,  but 
I  have  in  most  instances  made  those  memoranda  which  will  enable  me  at  any  time 
to  refer  to  all  statements  that  may  be  necessary. 

6402.  You  say  that  a  large  nundjer  of  cases  of  this  description  have  been  brought 
before  you ;  can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  with  regard  to  those 
cases  ? — I  cannot  at  present ;  I  mean  to  say,  that  in  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
during  which  I  have  taken  an  interest  in  this  question,  a  very  considerable  number 
of  cases  have  been  from  time  to  time  rejiorted  to  me  as  occurring  in  consequence 
of  the  operation  of  the  new  Poor  Law,  and  tiiat  I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with 
particidar  names  or  places ;  I  generally,  however,  take  care  to  make  those  memo- 
randa which  shall  enable  me,  when  called  upon,  to  refer  to  the  ])laces. 

6403.  Have  you  ever,  in  consequence  of  those  cases  having  been  mentioned  to 
you,  taken  j)ains  to  investigate  the  cases,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  true 
or  not  ? — In  some  I  have. 

6404.  In  those  cases  in  which  you  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the  truth,  can 
you  give  the  Committee  information  respecting  them  ? — Not  at  present. 

()405.  Can  you  put  the  Connnittee  at  any  time  in  possession  of  the  detail  of 
those  cases? — I  shall  be  most  happy  to  do  so. 

6406.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  refer  to  your  memoranda  and  communicate  to 
the  Committee  the  details  of  such  cases? — If  the  Committee  will  induln'e  me  with 

20-\  A  °  sufficient 


Rev.  G.  S.  Bull. 
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Rev.  G.  S.  Bull,    piiflioient    time  to   refer   to   my    memoranda,  I   will   give    the   Committee   tliat 
30  March~i838.     inlbniiation. 

6407.  Mr.  Wakh't/.]  You  vill  preiiare  the  information  from  documents  now  in 
your  ])Osse?sion? — Yes. 

6408.  jNlr.  Scr()]>e.]  In  what  shape  does  j-our  infoniuition  come  ;  is  it  derived  from 
the  ])arties  who  are  themselves  cojjnizant  of  the  facts,  or  is  it  derived  from  pub- 
lished printed  rejiorts? — 1  nin  now  referriuiir  to  hoth  classes  of  cases  ;  to  those 
that  liavebeen  rejiurtcil  to  me  by  parties  tiiemselves  cognizant  of  the  facts,  and  to 
others  that  have  been  reported  in  the  public  papers. 

6409.  Mr.  Bainei>.'\  Did  the  cripple  speak  at  the  meeting? — Tliat  cri])])le  was 
asked  some  (juestions  at  the  meeting;  that  report  which  has  been  read  to  this 
Committee  of  what  took  place  at  that  meeting,  is  an  outline  of  the  facts  which 
occurred,  or  of  the  statements  which  were  made;  and  tlii'  cripjdc  was  asked  ques- 
tions upon  the  subject;  a  certain  statement  which  he  had  made  was  read,  and  he 
Avas  asked  whether  that  statement  was  correct,  and  he  confinned  it. 

6410.  That  was  at  the  meeting? — It  was. 

641 1.  That  does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  report  ? — I  understand  that  it 
does;  that  it  is  clearly  inijtlied  there  ;  it  was  intended  to  be  so,  whether  it  gives 
that  impression  to  your  mind  or  not. 

()4i2.  C/iairman.l  There  appears  in  the  newspaper  of  the  IGth  of  December 
1837,  a  statement  of  a  speech  of  yours  at  a  meeting  at  Bradford,  the  meeting  having 
apjiarently  taken  place  on  the  13th  December  1837  ;  and  in  that  sj)eech  there  is 
reference  to  the  case  of  Mary  and  John  Howes ;  you  are  stated  to  have  said  this, 
in  allusion  to  one  of  the  clauses  in  the  new  Poor  Law,  "  He,"  Mr.  Bull,  "  must 
say  that  it  was  not  in  human  power,  after  a  couj^le  had  been  joined  together,  to 
separate  them ;  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  however  attempted  this ;  he  would 
give  them  an  illustration  of  the  fact  by  reading  to  them  the  case  of  Mary  and  John 
Howes,  who  had  recently  come  to  Bradford  from  Nottingham ;"  the  reverend 
gentleman  then  read  the  following  statement,  "The  case  of  Mary  Howes,  of  Not- 
tingham, Bradford,  Dec.  13,  1837  :  My  husband's  name  is  John  Howies ;  we  were 
both  born  and  brought  u])  in  Nottingham  ;  he  is  by  trade  a  smith  ;  we  have  five 
children;  we  had  seven,  two  are  dead;  whilst  he  had  work  we  had  a  very  com- 
fortable home  ;  my  husband  never  was  a  drunken  man ;  he  was  a  kind  husband  and 
a  good  father;  he  regularly  attended  the  Calvinist  Chapel,  Pilcher-gate,  Notting- 
ham ;  two  years  last  October  he  fell  out  of  work,  from  the  slackness  of  trade  ;  he 
tried  to  get  any  sort  of  work,  and  for  a  time  served  the  bricklayers,  and  in  that 
work  he  fell  and  injured  iiimsclf  considerably ;  at  last,  being  able  to  get  no  work 
of  any  sort,  we  sold  all  we  had  for  food,  and  then  applied  for  relief  to  the  head 
overseer  (Barnett),  upon  which  we  were  offered  relief  in  the  Nottingham  Union 
workhouse ;  we  stayed  out  a  week,  almost  without  food,  and  at  last  we  went  in  ; 
it  is  a  very  large  building;  we  had  nothing  but  what  we  stood  up  in;  we  went  in 
at  the  gate  and  into  the  yard  ;  there  we  met  INIr.  Barnett,  at  the  office,  to  have  our 
names  and  ages  set  doMn  ;  he  then  told  us  that  we  must  be  jiarted;  we  said  it  was  hard 
for  Jis  to  be  jiarted  from  our  children,  as  well  as  from  one  another ;  he  said  he  could 
not  help  it,  it  was  not  his  ordering ;  I  believe  JMr.  Samuel  Fox,  the  quaker,  that 
is  a  guardian,  has  a  deal  to  do  in  the  ordering;  we  were  then  parted,  my  husband 
one  way,  my  children  another,  and  I  and  my  baby  went  to  the  bottom  kitchen ; 
one  of  the  nurses  then  came  and  asked  how  old  my  baby  was ;  I  said  it  was  14 
months,  and  she  told  me  she  must  have  it  to  take  into  the  luirsery  ;  this  I  refused 
for  an  hotir;  I  would  not  give  it  u]i ;  ]Mr.  Baniet  then  threatened  to  put  me  in 
])rison  ;  there  is  a  jjrison  inside  the  workhouse  ;  they  also  sent  to  my  husband  and 
brought  him  to  me,  and  asked  his  leave  to  let  my  child  l)e  taken  away ;  he  would 
not  give  consent,  and  then  they  took  it  away  by  force ;  then  I  sat  and  fret ;  they 
put  me  in  the  wash-house  to  wash  from  seven  to  six,  with  three  half-hours  for 
meals  ;  I  never  saw  my  babe  for  a  fortnight ;  it  was  not  weaned  before  we  parted  ;  I 
was  nearly  off  of  my  head  ;  I  never  took  three  meals  during  the  time ;  on  a  Sunday  I 
Mas  allowed  to  see  the  children  for  one  hour  ;  I  cannot  express  my  feelings  that  hour ; 
mv  husband  was  allowed  to  come  for  that  hour  too  ;  we  were  almost  heart-broken 
when  we  parted  again  ;  my  youngest  but  one,  tAvo  years  and  nine  months,  cried  the 
first  time  when  the  hour  was  up  and  parting  time  come,  and  because  it  cried,  they 
would  not  let  me  see  it  again  for  a  fortnight  ;  we  remained  better  than  a  year;  my 
husband  said  to  Mr.  Barnett,  (when  we  went  in)  that  if  they  would  let  tis  have  3*. 
a  week,  we  would  all  go  out,  but  he  could  not  grant  it.  After  about  a  year  we 
went  out  into  an  empty  house,  got  some  straw  to  lay  on,  and  me  and  my  little  girl 

supported 
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supported  ourselves,  vith  the  help  of  our  relations;   my  linsband  got  any  little     Rev.  G.  s. Bull. 

jol)  ho  could,  but   rouM   not  pet  none  at  Iiis  trade.     After  five  montlis  we  were       

forced  to  go  in   again,  and   tiie  wiuie   parting   took  place   again;    our  reason  for     30  xMaicb  1838. 

going  in  again  was,  that  we  could  get  no  furniture  and  the  weather  was  cold,  and 

we  could  not  bear  it.     We  stop])ed   in  the  second   time  more  than  four  months; 

my  husl>aud  then  said  he  would   go   out  to  seek  work  at  JSIanchester ;    this  is  six 

months  ago  ;  two  months  after  him  I  left,  and  took  all  my  children  out  who  were 

then  living.     I  Lave  two  sisters  at   Nottingham,   Bullipliant  and    Straw  ;   their 

husbands,   John   Bullipliant  and  William   Straw,  are   twist   hands.     Two   of  my 

children  have  a  little  work,  and  get  from  2  *.  to  3  *.  a  week  ;  my  relatives  make 

out  for  the  rest.     Two   of  my  children,  George,  five,  and  William,  seven,  died  in 

the  workhouse ;  they  were  much  aifected  by  our   being  jmrted  ;  they  died  within 

a  fortnight,  of  inflanmiation  in  the  chest ;  the  nursery  was  new  built,  and  I  believe 

that  the  damj)  and  their  fretting  was  the  cause  of  death  ;  I  never  knew  of  George's 

illness  till  the  day  before  he  died;  he   had  been  ill   four   days,  and  the  other  was 

eight  or  nine  days  ill  before  I  saw  him ;  I  was  not  allowed  to  see  him  till   three 

days  before   he  die<l ;  they  were  very  liealthful  children  before  we  went  in.     I 

expect  my  husband  is  at  Leeds.     I  was  brought  uj)  in  Zion  Clia])el  Sunday-school 

at  Nottingham.     I  am  sure   every  word  of  this  is  correct."     Then  follows  the 

mark   of  Mary  Howes,  and  witnessed  by  Elizabeth  Bradley ;  did  you  make  that 

statement? — I  read  that  statement  at  the  meeting. 

6413.  Are  the  expressions  preceding  that  statement,  purporting  to  be  your 
words,  conectiv  ])rinted  ? — T  believe  substantially  so.  1  would  o])ser\e,  that  I 
made  the  statement  after  reading  some  clauses  in  the  Act,  which,  1  believe,  some 
previous  sjieaker  had  referred  to.  On  that  occasion  I  did  no  more  than  read  for 
the  meeting  any  jmblic  document  that  was  retjuired.  I  did  not  take  any  resolu- 
tion distinctly  at  that  meeting,  but  acted  merely  as  the  secretary,  if  1  may  use  the 
expression,  to  the  meeting. 

6414.  But  you  are  rejiorted  to  have  .spoken  at  considerable  length  upon  that 
occasion  ;  is  that  inaccurate  ? — I  did  no  more  than  read  the  documents,  and  this  case 
in  illustration. 

641 5.  ^^  hat  follows  in  the  paper  is,  "  ]\Ir.  Bull  then  proceeded  to  conmient  at 
some  length  and  with  considerable  eloquence,  on  the  iuicjuitous  clauses  of  the  Poor 
Law  Bill,  and  concluded  amid  loud  cheers."  You  made  some  observations? — 
I  made  some  few  remarks. 

641 G.  You  say,  that  "  to  separate  parties  who  have  been  joined  together  is  not 
in  human  power,  and  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  attempted  it,"  and  in 
illustration  of  the  fact  you  read  the  case  of  Mary  and  John  Howes;  are  you 
aware  that  the  whole  of  those  circumstauces  occurred  before  the  Poor  Law  Bill 
was  introduced  into  Nottingham  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  it  at  the  time. 

6417.  Are  you  aware  that  all  this  description,' whether  true  or  false,  is  of  a 
matter,  which,  from  the  dates,  must  uecessarily  have  taken  ])lace  before  the  Poor 
Law  was  introduced  into  Nottingham  ? — I  was  not  aware  that  that  was  the  case 
at  the  time. 

(1418.  Have  you  been  made  aware  of  it  since? — I  heard  a  statement  made  the 
other  day  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  that  eflect. 

C419.  Do  you  consider  yourself  justified  in  making  those  statements  tending  to 
produce  a  considerable  ertect  ujxm  the  imblic  mind,  without  taking  pains  to  a.scer- 
tain  whether  they  were  true  or  false? — I  will  state  the  circumstances  under  which 
that  information  was  placed  before  me.  A  meeting  was  about  to  be  held  in  Brad- 
ford u])on  the  subject  of  the  Poor  Law,  and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  day  in 
the  evening  of  which  the  meeting  was  to  be  held,  I  received  a  note  by  the 
hand  of  Mary  Howes,  or  a  person  ])rofessing  to  call  herself  JNIary  Howes,  from 
IVIr.  Oastler,  who  had  met  with  Mary  Howes,  I  believe,  at  Toothill ;  that  note  was 
addressed  to  me,  and  in  that  note  he  re<]uested  that  I  would  take  down  the  case 
of  Mar}-  Howes,  which,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  localities  and  the  persons  in 
Nottingham,  and  from  all  circumstances,  he  believed  to  be  correct ;  he  requested 
me  to  take  that  case  down,  and  to  read  it  to  the  meeting.  In  compliance  with 
that  request  I  di»l  take  the  ca.se  down,  and  T  read  it  at  the  meeting.  I  would 
also  .say,  that  at  the  time  that  the  woman  called  at  my  house  I  was  not  at  Uberty 
to  attend  to  her ;  I  had  some  other  engagement,  and  I  desired  her  to  go  to  a 
school-room,  which  was  contiguous,  and  to  wait  there  till  I  could  put  Mr.  Oastler  s 
request  into  execution.  She  remained  there  upwards  of  an  hour  before  I  went 
down,  an<l  that  circumstance,  she  being  a  stranger  to  me,  tended  to  confirm  in  my 
mind,  the  probability  of  the  truth  of  her  case,  inasmuch  as  I  conceived  that  if  she 

262.  '  A  -2  had 
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Rev.  G.  S.  Bull,    hail  felt  conscious  that  she  was  about  to  state  what  was  an  imposition,  she  would 

have  boon  alarniod  at  the  dolay  that  took  phice  between  the  time  of  her  eallin^r  upon 

30  March  1838.  inc  and  my  goinp;  down  to  tai<e  the  statement.  I  have  no  (hjubt  that  Mr.  Oastler 
will  bo  able  to  justify  to  the  Committee  the  course  that  he  recommended  to  mc 
upon  that  occasion. 

6420.  You  made  tlie  statement  upon  the  faith  of  the  representation  made  to 
you  by  Mr.  Oastler? — I  did. 

64J1.  Have  you  ever,  since  you  liave  made  this  statement,  taken  any  pains  to 
ascertain  MJiether  there  was  the  least  tnitli  in  it? — 1  believe  Mr.  Oastler  lias. 

6422.  Have  you  youi-self  ? — I  have  written  to  a  friend  in  Nottingham  upon  the 
subject. 

6423.  When  did  you  write  to  him  ? — Some  time  afterwards. 

6424.  This  statement  was  made  on  the  13th  of  i)ecemberl837;some months  have 
elapsed  since  that  occurrence ;  when  did  you  take  any  ])ains  to  ascertain  wluither 
it  was  true  or  false  ? — Soon  after  I  understood  that  the  truth  of  it  was  called  in 
question. 

6425.  What  was  the  result  of  your  incpiiry? — The  result  of  my  inquiry  was, 
that  my  friend  to  whom  I  wrote,  after  consulting  with  those  whom  he  thought 
likely  to  obtain  information  ui)on  the  sul)ject,  was  unable  to  attest  the  truth  of  tiie 
fact;  but,  from  the  circumstances  which  liad  ])assod  under  his  notice,  he  considered 
that  the  facts  themselves  M'crc  extremely  probable,  though  he  could  not  obtain 
evidence  to  confii-m  them. 

6426.  What  facts  are  probable ;  do  you  mean  that  it  was  probal)le  that  this  hap- 
pened under  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Commissioners?— That  it  is  probable 
that  that  hapjiencd  at  Nottingham. 

C427.  But  it  is  stated  to  have  occurred  in  tlie  union  workhouse  of  Nottingham ; 
do  you  know  when  the  Union  of  Nottingham  was  fonned? — I  did  not  know  till  it 
Avas  mentioned,  till  T  came  up  to  London. 

6428.  Since  it  has  been  mentioned  to  you,  have  you  not  been  aware  that,  from 
the  dates,  it  was  impossible  that  this  could  have  occurred  since  the  union  was 
formed  ? — Since  it  has  been  mentioned,  I  have  understood  that  that  is  the  case. 

6429.  Having  made  tliis  statement  to  the  public,  have  you  ever  made  any  con- 
tradiction of  the  statement  ? — No. 

6430.  Have  you,  since  you  have  been  made  aware,  from  the  dates,  that  it  was 
impossible  that  this  could  have  occurred  in  the  union  at  Nottingham,  taken  any 
steps  to  undeceive  the  public  ? — It  was  only  the  other  night,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
that  I  understood  tliat  to  be  the  case. 

6431.  Would  not  the  printed  reports  of  the  Commissioners,  Avliich  are  accessi- 
ble to  every  one,  enable  you  to  ascertain  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the 
union  at  Nottingham?— They  would. 

6432.  Did  you  never  refer  to  them  in  order  to  ascertain  whether,  in  point  of 
fact,  it  was  possible  that  this  could  have  occuiTcd  since  the  formation  of  the  union? 
— I  did  not. 

6433.  Do  not  you  think  that  a  loose  way  of  making  statements  to  the  public  ? — 
I  considered  that  I  was  authorized  in  making  the  statement,  from  the  local  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  Oastler  of  the  circumstances,  or  rather  of  tlie  localities  of  Nottingham, 
where  this  occurred,  and  that  it  was  extremely  pro1)able,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, that  this  had  taken  ])lace ;  and  I  would  observe  that  many  cases  of  very 
great  hardships  wliich  have  been  published  from  most  unexceptionable  quarters 
would  tend  to  produce  a  conviction  upon  my  mind  that  such  cases  as  those  were 
extremely  probable  ;  I  would,  for  instance,  say,  that  when  I  read,  as  I  do  read  in 
the  "Glol)e"  of  May  1837, 1  do  not  know  the  exact  date,  the  case  of  Hastings  before 
a  coroner's  jury,  the  verdict  of  which  jury  was  that,  "  John  Hastings  died  for  want  of 
proper  nutriment  and  medical  assistance,  partly  arising  from  his  having  refused  to 
accept  an  order  to  go  into  the  Islewortli  workhouse  ;"  or  when  I  read  another 
case  from  the  "  jNIorning  Chronicle"  (both  being  papers  which  advocate  the  Poor 
Law)  of  the  27th  of  October  1837,  where  the  chaplain  of  the  Middlesex  House 
of  CoiTOction  reports,  amongst  other  things,  to  the  magistrates  of  Middlesex, 
sitting  in  quarter  sessions,  "  that  crime  was  much  increased  by  the  difficulty  of  the 
]ioor  obtaining  relief,  in  consequence  of  the  Poor  Law  Act " — I  would  just  cite  these 
two  cases  amongst  many  others — when  one  meets  with  such  cases  as  these  from 
unexceptionable  quarters,  and  in  the  columns  of  public  journals  which  generally 
plead  for  the  Poor  Law,  to  refer  to  no  others  which  might  be  mentioned,  it  tends 
to  produce  a  conviction,  at  least  upon  my  mindj  that  such  cases  as  those  are  ex- 
tremely 
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tremeiy  probable,  and,  therefore,  I  felt  no  hesitation  in  believing  the  probability  of     Rev.  G.  S.  Duii. 

the  case,  and  I  did  Ijclieve  the  ease  to  be  correct  at  the  time  when  I  made  the        . 

statement;  and  1  would  add  that,  in  taking  down  the  examination  of  this  woman,  30  March  1838. 
I  not  only  took  down  what  she  stated,  but  after  having  done  so  I  strictly  cross- 
examined  her  upf)n  the  subject,  to  ascertain  whetlier  she  failed  in  any  part  of  her 
statement,  or  whether  she  would  contradict  herself,  and  I  never  heard  clearer 
evidence  in  my  life,  nor  more  consistent;  I  also  mo.st  strictly  charged  her  not  to 
make  any  statements  that  were  not  correct,  and  pointed  out  to  her  what  harm  it 
niiglit  do  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and  of  truth,  and  also  how  very  sinful  it  was 
in  the  sight  of  God  to  make  any  statement  that  she  knew  to  be  false ;  and  I 
did  this  in  the  presence  of  a  highly  resjiectable  person,  the  school-mistress,  at 
whose  table  we  sat  when  the  ca-se  was  taken  down. 

6434.  You  having  given  this  very  proper  admonition  to  the  woman,  of  the 
wnckedness  in  tin-  sight  of  God  if  she  gave  to  you  information  that  was  false,  do 
you  not  tliink  that  you  yourself  incur  some  responsibility,  if,  having  a*>certained 
that  the  statement  was  false,  you  did  not  immediately  give  a  contradiction  as  pub- 
lic as  tlie  assertion  ? — My  experience  in  such  matters  as  these  has  taught  me  that 
it  is  much  easier  to  deny  the  truth  of  a  statement  than  to  support  that  <lenial,  an<l 
before  I  committed  myself  to  the  public  in  expressing  my  belief  in  the  falsehood 
f)f  tlie  statement,  I  was  anxious  that  some  inquiries  should  be  made  upon  the  spot 
with  reference  to  it. 

6435.  But  was  it  necessary,  in  order  to  substantiate  the  truth,  or  to  j>rove  the 
fals(>ho()d  of  this  statement,  to  have  inquiries  instituted  n])on  the  sjiot,  when  it 
appears,  from  ]>ublic  documents,  the  authority  of  Avhich  is  indisputable,  that  the 
union  workhouse  was  established  at  a  date  that  made  it  imj)0&sible  for  those  occur- 
rences to  have  taken  place  in  the  union  workhouse  r — That  circumstance  I  was 
not  aware  of  until  the  other  day. 

6436.  Did  you,  the  moment  you  were  aware  of  it,  take  means  to  make  a  public 
contradiction  of  it  ? — I  did  not,  I  have  not  ha^l  an  op])ortunity. 

6437.  Are  not  tlie  morning  papers  ])ublishcd  every  day? — Yes. 

643S.  Was  not  your  statement,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  Mary  Howes,  made 
in  a  morning  newsjiajier  r — Yes. 

6439.  Y^^^'  became  aware  that,  with  reference  to  the  dates,  it  was  impossible 
that  this  could  have  occurred  since  the  establishment  of  the  union  at  Nottingham? 
— I  became  aware  of  it  the  other  day. 

6440.  Did  you,  when  you  became  aware  of  it,  take  instant  means  to  contradict 
the  statement  ? — 1  had  not  an  opjwrtunity. 

6441.  Had  you  not  an  opportunity  of  inserting  a  paragraph  in  the  same  paper 
the  next  morning,  contradicting  it? — I  did  not  do  so. 

6442.  Why  did  you  not  do  so  ? — I  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  it. 

6443.  You  thought  yourself  justified  in  leaving  the  public  in  complete  error 
when  you  had  ascertained  the  falsehood  of  j'our  statement  ? — I  understood,  at  the 
time  I  received  infonnatiou  in  the  House  of  Lords  of  the  error  of  that  date  to 
wliich  I  refer,  that  the  matter  was  to  be  brought  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  therefore  I  did  not  see  it  to  be  necessary,  inasnnich  as  it  was  likely 
to  undergo  a  jiublic  investigation,  that  I  should  take  any  steps  at  present  witli 
reference  to  it. 

6444.  Are  you  not  aware  that,  not  only  from  the  dates,  it  is  impossible  that  this 
could  have  occurred  under  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  or  under  the  oj^era- 
tion  of  any  of  the  clauses  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  since  (supi)osing  it  to 
be  true  that  it  did  take  jtlace)  it  took  ])lace  before  the  Poor  Law  was  introduced 
into  the  town  Mherethis  is  stated  to  have  occurred,  but  also  that  an  ajiplication 
has  been  made  to  Mr.  Barnett,  then  governor  of  the  workhouse,  to  know  whether 
any  such  persons  have  been  in  the  workhouse,  or  whether  any  such  circumstances 
occurred? — I  am  aware  that  pei-sons  upon  the  spot  have  made  several  inquiries 
up(m  the  subject,  and  of  Mr.  Barnett  among  the  rest. 

6445.  Arc  you  aware  what  IVIr.  Barnett's  answer  has  been  to  those  inquiries  ? 
— That  he  has  denied  the  statement. 

6446.  When  did  you  know  that  ^Ir.  Barnett  had  denied  the  statement  ? — I 
understood  that  he  had  denied  the  statement  some  time  ago. 

(1447.  Do  you  mean  that  till  the  debate  occurred  in  the  House  of  Lords,  you 
were  not  aware,  from  the  dates,  that  this  must  have  occurred  before  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  law  into  Nottingham? — I  was  aware   that  Mr.  Barnett  had 

-0-2.  A3  denied 
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Rev.  G.  S.  Bull,    denied  the    fiicts,    but  I  was  not   aware  of  the  circumstance  of  the  dates  till  the 

~ — r~To      other  evening. 
30  .  arc    13.         5^^«;_  You  never  took  the    pains   to   ascertain  it  ? — I  left  the  investigation  of 
the   matter  to    Mr.  Oastler,  he  having  requested  rae  to  take  down  the  state- 
ment. 

6449.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Barnett  has  stated,  in  reply  to  inquiries  upon 
this  case,  "The  case  of  Mary  Howes,  dated  December  the  13tli,  and  read  at  the 
Poor  Law  meeting,  is  altogether  untrue;  no  such  person  or  family  has  been  in 
this  workhouse ;  no  children  answering  the  description  there  givt  n  liavo  died 
within  the  period  referred  to,  nor  has  the  treatment  said  to  have  been  experienced 
by  JNlary  and  John  Howes  been  experienced  at  any  time,  or  by  any  person  or 
persons,  within  this  house? — I  am  aware  that  Mr.  Barnett  made  a  statement  to 
that  effect. 

64.50.  AVhen  were  you  aware  of  that  ? — I  cannot  precisely  state,  but  not  long 
after  the  circunistance  was  mentioned  at  Bradford. 

6451.  Mr.  Estcourt^  With  reference  to  the  case  which  you  mentioned  of  a 
man  at  Urchfont,  near  Devizes,  you  arc  unable  to  give  the  name  ? — I  will  bu})[)ly 
the  Committee  with  the  particulars  of  the  case  when  I  arrive  at  home. 

64.52.  Mr.  Liddell.]  Do  you  yourself  still  consider  that  there  is  any  shade  of 
probability  in  this  case,  or  do  you  consider  Mr.  Barnett's  refutation  to  be  entirely 
and  absolutely  satisfactory  ? — I  do  not  consider  it  to  be  satisfactory. 

6453.  "WTiy? — Because  I  do  not  think,  from  what  has  been  stated  to  me  l)y 
some  friends  upon  the  spot,  that  it  is  quite  certain  at  present  that  no  such  facts 
ever  took  place ;  and  that  is  my  impression  on  the  subject. 

64,54.  I^  it  that  impression  which  you  entertain  upon  the  subject,  which  has 
prevented  you  from  making  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  incorrectness  of  your 
own  statement  ? — Most  decidedly. 

645.5.  From  the  moment  that  you  convince  yourself,  from  inquiry,  that  that 
statement  was  positively  and  absolutely  incorrect,  from  that  moment  you  will  not 
feel  the  slightest  hesitation  in  giving  a  public  contradiction  to  the  statement?  — 
Certainly  not;  I  conceive,  in  answer  to  the  question' of  the  honourable  member, 
that  any  person  engaged  in  any  cause  of  humanity  may  be,  and  frequently  is, 
imposed  upon ;  but  if  I  discover  that  I  have  been  imjiosed  ui)on,  and  that  I  have 
given  improper  imjiressions  respecting  any  person  or  persons,  I  shall  be  always  most 
ready  to  acknowledge  my  error,  and  to  make  any  reparation  in  my  poMer  ;  all  that 
I  feel  particularly  anxious  about  in  the  jjresent  instance  is,  to  show  to  the  Coiu- 
mittee  that  I  have  not  wilfully  made  any  misstatements. 

64.56.  Mr.  Scroj)e.^  You  have  made  several  statements,  have  you  not,  at  public 
meetings,  with  respect  to  various  cases  of  oppression  and  hardship,  eudured  under 
the  new  Poor  Law  ? — I  have. 

6457.  Have  you  taken  pains,  in  any  instance,  since  you  made  those  statements, 
to  contradict  any  that  you  may  have  found  to  be  falser — I  am  not  aware  that  I 
have  ever  in  any  other  instance  than  that  which  is  before  the  Committee 
made  statements  that  have  not  been  substantiated ;  I  have  always  taken  the  best 
pains  -which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  afforded  to  me  of  ascertaining  the  truth 
of  the  statement,  before  I  made  it. 

6458.  The  case  of  Mary  Howes  was  one  of  those  cases  which  you  have  men- 
tioned as  having  derived  from  parties  cognizant  of  the  facts  ? — The  party  cognizant 
of  the  facts  was  the  woman  who  made  the  statement ;  the  party  believing  this 
statement  to  be  correct,  and  who  recommended  me  to  take  down  the  case,  and 
to  state  it  publicly,  was  Mr.  Oastler. 

6459.  But,  having  told  the  Committee  that  some  of  the  cases  which  have  been 
brought  under  your  knowledge  were  derived  from  parties  cognizant  of  the  facts, 
and  others  from  newsjiapers  and  2)ublic  reports,  this  case  you  would  describe  as 
one  of  the  cases  obtained  from  parties  cognizant  of  the  facts  ? — I  would  describe 
the  other  case  of  the  cripple  as  related  by  jiarties  cognizant  of  the  facts,  and  I 
would  describe  tliis  case  also,  so  far  as  the  relater  herself  is  concerned,  as  being  a 
case  which,  in  my  belief  at  the  time,  was  one  derived  from  a  party  cognizant  of  the 
facts. 

6460.  Was  the  case  which  you  produced  at  the  meeting  of  the  1st  of  February, 
of  whipping  a  young  woman,  also  derived  fi-om  a  party  who  was  cognizant  of  the 
facts? — Sol  understood. 

6461.  Did  you  take  any  pains  afterwards  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  that  fact? — I 

did  not. 

6462.  You 
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6462.  You  tliink  it  one  of  a  very  startling  and  frightful  description,  do  you  not?  Rev.  G.  S-  Bull. 
—I  do.  

C4();3.  And,  if  true,  very  strongly  condemnatory  of  the  practices  under  the  nev?  30  March  j8;58. 
Poor  Law  ? — Certainly. 

6464.  Did  you  happen  to  hear  afterwards  whether  it  was  a  fact  or  not  ? — I  have 
never  heard  any  doubt  exjiressed  aljout  it  by  the  j)arties  themselves ;  I  have  seen 
the  parties  since  the  statement  was  made,  and  they  have  still  adhered  to  it. 

6465.  You  mention  in  the  same  s]jeech  a  case  of  suicide  of  "  William  Minto, 
attril)uted  by  the  Newcastle  pa[»er  to  a  dread  of  being  removed  to  the  Bedlington 
Union  workhouse ;  he  ha<l  been  a  month  missing  and  was  found  hanging  on  a  tree. 
The  coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  temporary  insanity,  which  ought  to  have 
been  wilful  murder  against  the  oppressors  of  the  Poor;"  that  was  your  statement, 
was  it  not? — Yes. 

64GG.  Is  tliat  one  of  the  cases,  the  knowledge  of  which  you  derived  from  the 
perusal  of  a  newspaper  ? — It  is. 

6467.  You  have  no  other  authority  for  it  ?— I  have  no  other  autliority  for  it, 
and  I  have  tlu?  same  authority  for  those  cases  from  the  "  Globe"'  and  the  "  Morning 
Ciironicle,"  which  I  have  stated. 

(')4()S.  The  same  authority,  tlie  newspaper,  upon  which  you  rcl)',  giving  you  the 
information  that  the  coroner's  jury  had  returned  a  verdict  of  temporary  ijisanity, 
vou  vet  thousrht  it  riirht  to  declare  that  that  verdict  ought  to  have  been  one  ot 
wilful  murder,  and  that  the  suicide  of  this  individual  was  owing,  not  to  insanity, 
Init  to  a  dread  of  removal  into  the  workhouse  ? — It  is  my  belief,  supposing  the 
premises  to  be  correct,  that  the  parties  are  morally,  though  not  legally,  implicated 
in  the  death  of  William  INIinto,  sf)  that  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  them 
would  have  been  correct,  rather  than  a  verdict  of  insanity. 

6469.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  premises  being  coirect ;  do  you  mean  the 
evidence  before  the  coroner's  inquest  ? — The  statement  of  his  going  away,  from  his 
dread  of  the  union  workhouse. 

6470.  Have  you  read  the  evidence;  was  that  given  in  the  newspapers? — No,  it 
was  not. 

()47i.  Then  all  you  read  was  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  that  the  death  of  this 
individual  had  been  owing  to  dread  of  the  union  workhouse? — Yes. 

6472.  And  Avith  no  other  authority  than  the  opinion  of  that  %\Titer  in  the  news- 
paper, i)roba1)ly  an  aiuniymous  one,  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
sunnnoned  on  the  coroner's  infjuest  being  that  the  suicide  was  owing  to  insanity, 
you  still  tliought  yourself  justified  in  telliug  a  public  meeting  that  the  verdict 
ought  to  have  been  murder ;  that  the  man  did  die  from  the  dread  of  the  workhouse, 
and  not  from  insanity  ? — I  do  think  so  still. 

6473.  C7utirmnn.]  You  not  having  read  the  evidence  ? — I  say  if  the  premises  are 
correct,  I  consider  the  conclusion  to  be  just. 

G474.  Did  you  make  the  statement  at  the  time  with  that  qualification  ? — I  did, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection  ;  I  stated  the  case  h}iiothetically. 

t)47,5.  A\'hat  you  are  said  to  have  stated  is  this  :  "  Mr.  Bull  then  referred  to 
the  suicide  of  William  Minto,  attributed  by  the  Newcastle  paper  to  a  dread  of 
being  removed  to  the  Boillinn-ton  Union  workhouse;  he  had  been  a  month 
missing,  and  was  found  hunging  on  a  tree.  The  coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
temporary  insanity,  which  ought  to  have  been  wilful  murder  against  the  oppres- 
sors of  the  poor ;"  that  is  re])r(>sented  to  be  your  statemi>nt  ? — Yes,  it  is ;  but 
I  certainly  did  state  the  case  in  the  manner  already  mentioned,  supi>osing  the  j)re- 
niises  to  be  correct. 

6476.  Wliat  do  you  mean  by  the  jiremises  ? — The  statement  made  in  the 
jtajjer. 

6477.  Did  you,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  premises  were  or  were  not  cor- 
rect, apply  for  the  evidence  taken  before  the  coroner's  inquest?  —  T  did  not. 

t)47S.  And  you  tliink  yoursL'lf  justified  in  making  a  statement  charging  parties 
with  wilfid  nuirder,  you  not  liaAing  read  the  evidence  taken  before  the  coroner's 
inquest,  tliouji  the  jury  who  heard  the  evidence  returned  a  verdict  of  insanilv? — 
At  thenuvtiug  I  stated  it  as  my  opinion,  that  if  the  person  had  been  driven  by  the 
dread  of  the  union  workhouse  into  that  state  of  desperation,  they  were  morally 
responsible  for  the  result. 

t)479.  ^^^  •^''*^'  "*'^  reported  to  have  made  the  statement  with  that  qualification  ? 
— No,  nor  are  any  })erson's  statements  reported  very  accurately  upon  subjects 
generally,  unless  they  are  taken  downi  with  great  accuracy  by  some  person  upon 

262.  A  4  the 
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Rev.  G.  .9.  Bull,     the  spot ;  tlioro  ought  to  be  some  allowance  made  on  that  account.     It  is  not  an 

uncommon  tlnnp;  for  even  members  of  the  Leg[islature  to  refer  to  reports  in  the 

30  Marcli  1838.  public  pa]>crs  of  what  thoyhave  said,  and  to  have  those  .statonieiits  corrected  ;  and 
even  before  this  Committee  I  am  allowed,  I  presume,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  offer  any  explanation  to  my  statements,  though  taken  down  with  the 
utmost  accuracy  and  precision. 

(1480.  I)i<l  you  read  the  statement  published  in  the  newspaper,  of  what  you  arc 
reported  to  have  said  on  this  occasion  .' — I  believe  I  did. 

64S1.  Did  you  discover  that  there  was  not  the  qualification  which  you  say  you 
made  at  the  meeting? — I  did  not  ])articularly  notice  it. 

()4.S2.  Did  you  observe  that  without  that  (|ualification,  you  arc  reported  to  have 
said  that,  with  reference  to  the  suicide  of  "  William  Minto,  attributi-d  by  the  New- 
castle ])apert<)  a  dread  of  being  removed  to  the  lieillington  Union  workhouse;  he 
had  been  a  month  missing,  and  was  found  hanging  on  a  tree;  a  coroner's  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  temjiorary  insanity,  which  ought  to  have  l)een  wilful  murder 
against  the  oppressors  of  the  poor ;  followed  by  cheers,  and  hear,  hear,  hear  !"  That 
statement  is  here  inserted  without  the  rpialification  which  you  now  profess  to  have 
used  ? — Yes. 

(5483.  Did  you  read  the  statement  as  it  appeared  in  the  newspaper  ?— I  did. 

6484.  Did  you  observe  that  tlie  qualification  which  you  now  propose  to  in- 
troduce, was  not  introduced  ? — I  did  not  notice  it. 

(")48.5.  Did  you  observe  that  you  had  charged  parties  with  wilful  murder  r — 
I  did  not  particularly  notice  that  in  my  statement  of  the  case,  as  it  appears  in  the 
•  paper ;  I  knew  that  I   had  not  directly   and   without   qualification  charged  those 

persons  with  wilful  murder. 

6486.  Did  you  observe,  having  rca<l  this  statement,  that,  in  ])oint  of  fact,  by 
this  statement,  you  are  made  directly  to  charge  parties  with  wilful  murder? — I 
did  not  observe  it  at  the  time. 

6487.  Was  there  any  obscurity  in  the  language? — I  did  not  observe  it  at  the 
time ;  1  do  observe  that  in  the  statement  as  you  place  it  before  me. 

6488.  You  do  observe  that  you  charge  parties  with  wilful  murder? — I  observe 
that  it  appears  so  in  that  rei)ort ;  but  I  at  the  same  time  beg  to  assert  that  I  did 
not  do  so  in  my  speech. 

6489.  You  think  it  a  serious  matter  to  charge  parties  with  wilful  murder  ? — 
Certainly. 

64QO.  Having  read  this  statement,  in  which  it  appears  that  you  charge  parties 
with  wilful  murder  without  qualification,  did  you  correct  that  statement? — 1  never 
did;  I  would  also  observe,  that  whilst  it  is  serious  to  charge  parties  with  wilful 
murder,  it  is  a  most  serious  circumstance  to  place  parties  in  those  circumstances 
which  drive  them  to  desperation. 

6491.  Mr.  Scrope.]  You  stated  that  you  mentioned  this  case  publicly,  believing 
it  to  be  true ;  have  you  ever  taken  pains  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  trae  ?— No. 

6492.  Have  vou  looked  into  the  evidence  taken  before  the  coroner's  inquest  ? 
—No. 

6493.  Then  you,  having  never  looked  into  the  evidence,  attended  a  public  meet- 
ing, in  which  you  declared  the  falsity  of  the  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury,  and  that 
it  should  have  been  wilful  murder  instead  of  insanity  ? — I  had  no  opportunity  to 
look  into  the  evidence. 

6494.  C/iair?nan.]  Did  you  ever  apply  to  be  permitted  to  look  into  the  evidence  ? 
— I  did  not. 

6495.  Did  you  take  any  pains  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  case  ? — I  did  not. 

6496.  Mr.  Lidddl.l  Was  the  evidence  pul)lished  in  the  paper  in  which  you  saw 
the  statement  ? — I  believe  it  was  not. 

6497.  Mr.  Scrape.]  Did  you  look  through  the  subsequent  Newcastle  papers  to 
see  whether  the  evidence  in  the  case  upon  which  you  grounded  your  charge  was 
given  or  not  ? — I  did  not. 

6498.  May  we  take  that  case  of  AVilliam  Minto  as  a  specimen  of  the  cases 
that  you  have  brought  before  the  puldic,  and  which  have  been  brought  before  you 
upon  the  faith  of  newspaper  reports  ? — Certainly  you  may  not. 

6499.  Why  not  ? — Because  the  greater  number  of  those  cases  which  I  have 
been  accustomed  to  bring  forward  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  investigating 
more  or  less,  myself. 

6500.  How  came  it,  if  the  cases  that  you  had  investigated  yourself  were  within 
your  know  ledge  at  the  time  you  made  this  speech,  you  resorted  to  others  which 

you 
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you  derive  from  newspaper  reports,  and  upon  which  you  had  no  authentic  iufor-     Rev.  G.  S.  Bull. 

niation  ? — It  appeared  to  me  to   be  highly  prol)abIe  in  itself,  just  as  those  cases        

Mliich  I  have  read  to  tlie  Conimitteo  from  the  "  Globe"  and  "  ^lorning  Chronicle."    3o  March  1838. 
I  had  no  means,  and  have  no  means,  just  now,  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  those 
cases  which  are  rejjorted  in  tlie  two  papers  I  have  referred  to. 

6501.  You  think  that  an  impression  upon  your  mind  of  the  probability  of  the 
newspaper  report,  uuauthenticated  by  any  evidence,  though  that  evidence  was 
easily  accessible,  was  sufficient  to  justify  you  in  bringing  forward  a  charge  of 
wilful  murder  against  persons  in  the  situation  of  guardians  of  the  poor  of  a  union  ? 
— My  impression  is,  that  the  fear  of  incarceration  in  the  union  workhouses  ope- 
rates so  strongly  on  the  minds  of  the  working  people  generally,  that  almost  any 
thing  is  probable  to  occur  as  the  result  of  that  fear,  and  that  impression  certainly 
is  very  strongly  made  upon  my  mind,  so  that  there  is  nothing  which  I  might  not 
almost  believe,  with  reference  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  fear  of  confinement 
in  those  workliouses ;  for  instance,  allow  me  to  say,  that  we  find  placed  before 
the  public  very  recently  a  statement,  which  I  certainly  have  not  at  present  an 
opportunity  of  authenticating,  but  which,  I  presume,  is  con-ect,  by  Mr.  Bowen, 
a  gentleman  who  has  certaiuly  given  very  satisfactory  evidence  upon  this  ques- 
tion, that  the  deaths  in  the  hulks  amongst  the  convicts  are  two  and  a  decimal, 
and  that  the  deaths  in  the  Bridgewater  workhouse  were  41  and  a  decimal,  j^er 
cent.  j)er  annum  ;  now,  with  such  a  fact  as  that  before  me,  or  with  such  a  state- 
ment as  that  before  me,  which  I  presume  that  gentleman  would  not  make  without 
having  duly  authenticated  it,  I  am  sure  I  could  believe  almost  any  enonnity  to 
occur,  out  of  the  fear  of  being  confined  in  a  place  where  such  a  mortality  as  that 
has  occuiTed. 

6.502.  Though  your  believing  reports  of  the  kind  you  have  alluded  to,  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  may  be  sufficient  to  ground  your  private  opinion  upon, 
do  you  think  such  evidence  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  promulgation  of  facts,  as 
facts,  at  a  public  meeting,  at  which  you  are  liable  by  such  statements  to  influence 
the  oj»inions  of  large  bodies  of  ])eople,  and  to  excite  them  perhaps  to  violence  ? 
— I  beg  to  say,  that  no  statements  of  mine  have  ever  been  intended  to  excite  any 
one  to  violence ;  I  deprecate  violence  altogether,  but  I  certainly  felt  that  I  was 
justified  in  making  the  statements,  from  the  impression  that  I  had  of  their  truth, 
or  else  I  should  not  have  made  them. 

6.503.  You  stated,  on  the  last  day  of  your  examination,  that  you  had  t^^ken 
gi'eat  pains  to  rejiresent  to  the  ])oor  the  real  character  of  the  law,  and  to  excite 
them  to  a  legal  and  constitutional  opposition  to  a  law  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  justice  and  Christianity? — I  did. 

6.504.  Do  you  not  think  that  you  should  take  pains  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  facts  by  which  you  endeavoured  so  to  excite  the  minds  of  the  i)ublic  ? — With 
regard  to  the  question  that  is  asked  me,  T  would  remark,  that  whatever  may  be 
the  particular  results  of  the  law  in  any  individual  cases,  it  is  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  law  that  I  entertain  the  strongest  objections,  even  if  it  could  be  shown 
that,  under  present  circumstances,  those  effects  were  not  produced. 

6505.  You  say  you  told  Mary  Howes  how  sinful  it  was  to  make  statements 
that  were  false ;  do  you  not  think  it  equally  sinful  to  make  statements  the  truth 
of  which  you  did  not  take  the  pains  to  ascertain  ?  —  I  do  not,  and  for  the  reasons 
that  I  have  before  stated  ;  if  there  be  circumstances  continually  developing  them- 
selves respecting  the  ojieration  of  a  particular  measure,  such  as  this  to  which  I 
have  already  referred,  and  if  any  circumstance  connected  with  the  operation  of 
that  measure  is  stated  to  me  which  appears  to  be  analogous  to  others  that  have 
occurred,  I  do  consider  that  I  am  not  doing  a  sinful  act  in  stating  what  I  believe 
to  be  true,  and  what  I  have  reason  to  think  is  tnie,  from  the  analogy  of  other 
cases  that  have  l)een  proved. 

6506.  You  also  .said,  that  having  heard  that  the  statement  of  Mary  Howes 
had  been  contrailicted  by  Mr.  Barnett,  you  hesitated  before  you  connnitted  your- 
self to  the  pul)lic  in  contradicting  that  statement  which  you  had  made  yourself, 
knowing  how  easy  it  is  to  deny  a  fact,  thougli  that  denial  is  not  easily  susceptible 
of  proof;  do  you  not  think  that  it  would  liavo  been  wise  to  have  hesitated  before 
you  connnitted  yourself  to  the  public  in  making  the  statement  which  was 
afterwards  denied  by  Mr.  Baniett  ? — It  is  for  others  to  judge  of  the  wisdom  of 
my  proceedings. 

()507.  Mr.  Baines.]  Do  you  think  that,  supposing  any  person  were  to  attend  at 

a  public  meeting,    and  to  make  a  declaration  that  was  calculated  to  implicate 

2O2.  B  your 


10        MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

R  G  S  Bull  y^^'"  cli'iractor,  it  would  not  be  the  duty  of  that  person  first  to  ascertain 
'  *    whether  the   statement  which    he  made  was  a  true  statement  or  not ;  I  put  it 

30  March  1838.  to  yourself  individually  ;  if  I  go  to  a  public  meeting,  and  I  think  proper  to  pro- 
pagate a  report  that  I  have  heard  to  your  disadvantage,  would  it  not  have  been 
my  duty  before  I  did  j)ropagate  it  to  have  ascertained  whether  the  fact  was  true 
or  was  false? — Yes,  1  think  it  would,  and  I  would  particularly  refer,  as  an 
illustration  of  that,  to  a  case  that  applied  to  myself  wherein  1  Mas  once  stated 
in  the  "  Leeds  Mercury,"  to  have  been  guilty  of  kicking  persons  at  a  public 
meeting;  and  that  statement  was  made  by  the  editor  of  the  "  Leeds  Mercury," 
without  ever  ascertaining  whether  that  was  the  case,  or  not,  respecting  me ;  and 
I  also  did  aver  that  that  statement  was  AvhoUy  false. 

6508.  I  suppose  then  you  would  think  that  the  editor  of  the  "  Leeds 
Mercury"  in  making  that  statement  misconducted  himself,  and  ought  to  have 
taken  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  facts  before  he  made  the  declaration  ? 
— Yes,  and  I  also  observed  that  the  editor  of  the  "  Leeds  Mercury"  never  made 
me  amends  for  that. 

6509.  In  so  doing  he  neglected  to  perform  his  duty? — Yes. 

6510.  Then,  if  you  have  made  this  declaration  wthout  first  ascertaining  the  fact, 
and  have  not  made  any  reparation  to  the  injured  party,  you  have  neglected  to 
perform  your  duty  ? — I  would  say,  in  answer  to  that  question,  that  if  I  had  been 
known  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  such  practices  previously,  as  were  tlien  attributed 
to  me,  and  if  such  things  had  been  proved  against  me  before,  or  had  appeared  in 
my  general  proceedings,  such  as  kicking  ])ersons  at  public  meetings,  the  editor  of 
the  "  Leeds  Mercury"  would  have  been  authorized  to  have  inferred,  if  such  a  thing 
had  been  reported  to  him,  that  I  had  done  so  at  the  meeting  referred  to, 

6511.  Chairmon.'\  In  reference  to  your  last  answer,  had  the  guardians  of  the 
imion  in  which  William  Minto  resided,  to  your  knowledge,  been  guilty  of  prac- 
tices which  justified  you  in  accusing  them  of  wilful  nuu-der,  upon  the  statement 
that  you  have  before  referred  to  ? — The  system  which  the  guanlians  of  every  such 
union  undertake  to  work  is  one  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  calculated  to  produce 
those  results. 

6512.  What  results? — I  conceive  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  dread  of  being 
confined  and  imprisoned  in  a  workhouse  will  lead  peojile  to  self-murder. 

6513.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  ninnber  of  suicides  has  increased  in 
England  since  the  introduction  of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  happen  to  know  that,  but  I 
think  it  highly  probable. 

65  14.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  administration  of  the  law,  by  experience  f 
• — I  know  the  effect  of  the  administration  of  the  law,  from  the  united  testimony  of 
persons  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

6,515.  From  Mr.  Oasth^r,  and  from  newspapers  ? — From  many  other  sources. 

6516.  Mr.  Baines.]  Will  you  turn  to  question  No.  0,249;  you  M'ere  asked  in 
what  manner  the  meeting  was  held,  last  Whitsuntide,  on  Ileartshead  Moor  in  the 
West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  and  you  informed  the  Committee  that  it  was 
held  on  a  requisition  sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire ; 
did  you  mean  to  convey  the  impressi<m  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  called  the  meeting? — I  did  not. 

65 1 7.  Then  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not  call  the  meeting  ? — The  Lord  Lieute- 
nant declined  to  call  the  meeting. 

6.5 1 8.  Why  did  he  decline  to  call  the  meeting  ? — As  I  was  not  one  of  the 
deputation  who  waited  upon  him,  I  cannot  precisely  state  the  terms  in  which  he 
declined,  but  my  impression  is,  from  what  was  said  to  me,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
assigned  as  his  reason  that  he  did  not  think  it  proper,  in  his  official  capacity  as 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  sanction  a  meeting  which  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
requiring  the  repeal  of  a  law  already  in  existence,  but  that  if  it  had  been  a  Bill 
then  before  Parliament  he  should  not  have  felt  the  same  objection ;  that  was 
what  I  understood  to  have  been  the  answer. 

6.519.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not  call  the  meeting  ? — No, 
the  meeting  was  called  in  the  name  of  the  requisitionists,  which  is  not  unfrequently 
the  case. 

6520.  That  requisition  was,  you  said,  very  numerously  signed,  by  persons  of  all 
political  parties  and  all  religious  denominations,  and,  notwithstanding  that,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  refused  to  call  the  meeting? — Yes. 

6,521.  You  say  that  there  has  existed  in  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  a  very  strong 
oVjcction  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  Poor  Law  ? — Yes. 

6.522.  You 
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6522.  You  attended  that  meeting  u])on  Ilartshead  Moor,  did  you  not  V — I  did,     ^'^^'  ^-  ^-  BuU. 
but  I  took  no  part  in  it. 

fi.523.  But  you  attended  and  heard  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  ? — Some  of     o"  '  arc    13. 
them  only. 

6524.  Do  you  happen  to  have  heard  one  of  the  speakers  at  that  meeting 
say,  a  meeting  as  you  have  stated,  composed  of  from  150,000  to  200,000  persoas, 
that  the  "  new  law  was  a  law  passed  by  a  government  of  blood-stained  tyrants"? — I 
never  heard  the  expression  used. 

652.5.  Then,  if  that  expression  was  used,  you  did  not  hear  it? — I  did  not; 
I  would  say,  that  it  was  only  during  a  very  short  part  of  the  early  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  that  I  was  near  enough  to  hoar  any  thing  that  passed;  tlie 
crowd  was  excessively  great,  and  the  little  that  I  did  hear,  I  heard  by  getting 
underneath  the  hustings,  which  I  found  to  be  a  very  incouveuient  ])08ition;  and 
not  choosing  to  go  upon  the  platform,  I  retired  to  some  little  distance  from  the 
platform,  and  in  fact  heard  very  little  of  what  took  place. 

6526.  Then,  if  language  like  that  was  used  at  a  meeting  consisting  of  from  150,000 
to  200,000  people,  you  would  not  be  surprised  that  there  was  great  hostility  to  a 
law  that  was  so  characterized  ? — No  ;  but  independently  of  the  use  of  such  lan- 
guage, I  conceive  that  there  would  exist  great  hostility  to  the  law. 

6527.  Did  you  hear  another  speaker  declare  that  "  they  wouhl  bring  the  Par- 
liament to  its  knees  before  them"? — I  did  not.  ^ 

6528.  Did  you  hear  another  speaker,  speaking  of  the  House  of  Commons,* say 
that  it  was  "a  base  House"? — No. 

6520.  Did  you  hear  another  of  the  speakers  say  that,  "  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  Fielden,  the  honourable  member  for  Oldham,  there  were  not  more  than  two 
honest  men  in  the  House  of  Commons  "  ? — I  did  not. 

6530.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Supj)osing  such  expressions  to  have  been  used  at  that 
meeting,  are  you  aware  that  those  who  took  a  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing, who  resided  in  the  neighbourhood  where  the  meeting  was  held,  disai)proved 
in  toto  of  those  expressions  ? — I  have  heard  their  disapjirobation  expres.sed. 

6531.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  exj)ressions  alluded  to  were  uttered 
by  individuals  who  had  come  from  London  to  attend  that  meeting  ? — I  am  not 
quite  aware  who  they  were  that  used  them,  in  fact  several  have  been  mentioned 
to  me  just  now  that  I  never  heard  of  before. 

6532.  Do  you  know  that  there  wereatthat  meeting  gentlemen  on  the  hustings  who 
reside  in  London,  and  who  came  down  to  that  meeting? — I  do;  with  regard  to 
all  such  language,  ])erhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  at  public  meetings  in 
the  north  we  are  accustomed  to  meet  wth  a  great  deal  of  violent  language  and 
violent  i)rococdings ;  as  an  illustration  of  what  T  state,  I  may  be  allowed  to  state 
that  during  the  agitation  upon  the  Reform  Bill  there  was  a  meeting  held  at  Leeds, 
at  which  the  Queen  was  dressed  in  breeches,  and  the  King  in  petticoats,  and  the 
exe(;utioner,  with  a  bloody  axe,  was  borne  before  the  procession,  and  three  groans 
were  given  for  the  Queen,  at  the  request  of  a  young  qcrifleman;  I  am  sure,  in  all 
our  poor-law  agitations  we  have  never  arrived  at  that  pitch ;  and  that  was  done  at 
meetings  of  highly  rcspcctabh:  persons,  so  called. 

^')3Z-  ^L-.  BuinesJ]  If  you  were  investigating  the  circumstances  of  excitation, 
you  would  think  that  those  circumstances  would  very  naturally  account  for  the 
agitation ;  and  it  would  b(^  a  part  of  the  inquiry  liow  tliat  agitation  arose,  to  find 
that  such  proooodings  took  phicc? — Yes;  and  in  regard  to  the  measure  just  alluded 
to,  I  have  heard  persons  condemn  those  violent  means  which  were  then  used  to  induce 
them  to  concur  in  passing  the  Reform  Bill,  for  which  they  wore  very  sorry  after- 
wards. I  would  observe,  with  regard  to  all  such  language  as  that  which  has  been 
quoted  to  me,  that  though  I  may  have  been  considered  by  some  persons  violent  in 
some  of  my  ox])rossious,  I  have  always  discountenanced  and  reproved  any  expres- 
sions of  that  kind  whidi  I  have  happened  to  hear  on  any  occasion,  by  whomsoever 
they  might  have  been  stated. 

6534.  Chairman.]  You  have  ])rincipal!y  conrmod  yourself  to  statements  of  facts, 
whether  real  or  supposed? — I  have  not  confined  myself  to  sUitements  of  facta 
which  I  believed  to  be  real ;  but  1  have  gone  into  the  principles  of  the  law. 

6535.  And  you  have  allowed  those  facts,  when  proved  to  be  untrue,  to  remain 
uncontradicted? — I  would  suggest  that  I  ought  not  to  be  required  to  implicate 
myself  in  a  charge  of  that  kind ;  I  have  never  intentionally  stated  what  1  knew 
to  1)0  \vrong. 

6536.  Mr.  Walker.]   You  have  stated  that  you  were  present  when  Mr.  Thomp- 
2G2.  u  2  8on, 
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Uev.  G.  S.  Bull,    son,  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Bradford,  appeared  before   a  meeting? — I  wae 

present. 

30  March  1838.        6537.  Mr.  Thompson,  you  stated,  showed  some  plans  of  the  union  workhouses? 
—lie  did. 

653S.  AVere  those  plans  sent  to  Bradford  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners? — 
I  really  cannot  tell ;  they  were  official  plans,  I  presume  they  were  sent  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

t>.')30.  Were  tliose  sent  by  any  authorized  body,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
workhouses  of  the  same  kind  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bradford  ? — I  am  not  at  all 
aware. 

()540.  Did  Mr.  Thompson  describe  the  plans  to  the  people  ? — He  described  and 
exhibited  them. 

6'y4.i.  Was  he  requested  to  do  so  by  them  ? — No,  he  did  it  voluntarily. 

6542.  Was  any  comparison  drawn  by  liim  between  the  sy.stem  jmrsued  in  the 
union  workhouses  and  the  system  pursued  in  the  workhouses  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bradford? — The  plans  were  evidently  exhibited  for  the  purpose  of  comparison, 
to  show  tliut  the  new  system  was  to  be  a  system  of  confinement ;  and  tliere  was 
one  circumstance  which  Mr.  Tliomjtson,  I  think,  very  properly  alluded  to,  namely, 
that  in  those  ]ilans  lie  did  not  observe  that  there  was  any  provision  made  for  the 
reception  of  the  furniture  of  those  persons,  if  they  had  any,  vlio  were  taken  into 
those  workhouses;  and  he,  I  believe,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  asked  the 
question,  "  Who  is  to  furnish  your  cottages  when  you  come  out  again?" 

6543.  ]\Ir.  Fieldcn.']  Were  the  plans  exhibited  at  that  meeting  ]iul)lished  at  the 
end  of  the  Commissioners'  Report  ? — I  am  not  aware  ;  I  understood  they  were 
plans  official ly  prejiared. 

6544.  Have  you  not  seen  those  plans  which  accompany  the  Reports? — I  have 
seen  them. 

654  ••5.  Mr.  Walker. \  In  the  neigh1)ourliood  of  Bradford,  as  far  as  your  know- 
ledge extends,  are  there  ])laccs  appropriated  in  the  workhouses  for  the  reception 
of  furniture  which  has  been  brought  from  the  cottages  ? — It  is  not  the  practice, 
as  far  as  T  am  aware,  in  oair  neighbourliood.  or  has  not  been,  under  the  old  system, 
to  make  the  entrance  into  the  workhouse  the  test  of  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

6546.  Chairman.']  You  are  not  aware  that  that  is  the  case  at  Bradford  ? — I 
am  not. 

6.547.  If  it  should  be  the  case,  what  would  be  your  opinion  r — It  would  be  my 
opinion  that  it  is  a  very  bad  practice. 

()54S.  If  it  should  be  the  case,  would  it  be  your  opinion  that  tliis  new  law  im- 
posed additional  severity  upon  the  people  ? — I  should  conceive  that  if  such  was  the 
case  we  needed  an  amendment  of  the  former  system. 

6549.  Mr.  Wrtl/icr.]  Have  you  not  known,  in  the  course  of  your  residence  at 
Bverlev,  particular  instances  of  families  where  jirobably  there  has  been  great  mis- 
conduct and  idleness  and  profligacy,  and  where,  in  one  or  two  instances,  the 
family  has  been  broken  up  for  the  purjiose  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  to  such 
families? — I  aui  not  aware  of  any  such  instances;  during  the  time  that  I  resided 
at  Byerley  I  used  occasionaly  to  visit  the  workhouse  of  the  township  in  which  I  re- 
sided, and  I  always  felt  myself  authorized,  under  the  former  Act,  to  do  so,  with  the 
view  of  jiresenting,  if  necessary,  to  the  magistrates,  any  thing  that  might  arise,  or 
of  mentioning  in  a  friendly  manner  to  the  select  vestry  any  circumstances  that 
I  disapproved  of. 

6.550.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  board  of  guardians  would  be  justified,  if  they 
saw  a  case  of  great  profligacy  in  a  family,  and  relief  was  sought  by  that  family  from 
those  guardians,  in  offering  the  test  of  the  workhouse  to  that  family,  and  take  pos- 
session of  their  furniture  for  the  purpose  of  answering  a  different  ol)ject  ?— I  should 
think  it  an  exceedingly  bad  precedent  to  establish ;  I  should  suppose  that  all  the 
purposes  of  preventing  im])osition  might  be  answered  without  any  such  test;  and 
it  would  become  exceedingly  difficult,  if  the  test  was  once  admitted,  which  I  con- 
sider objectionable  altogether,  to  know  to  what  cases  it  ought  or  ought  not  to  be 
applied. 

6551.  What  cure  could  you  administer  for  that  profligacy;  lam  speaking  of 
an  extreme  case  ? — If  profligacy  is  proved  against  any  person,  to  the  neglect  of 
his  family,  and  of  his  duties  as  head  of  a  family,  I  apprehend  the  law  is  suflScient 
to  punish  him  for  that  neglect,  and  I  would  apply  the  law  in  the  strictest  possible 
manner  to  such  cases ;  I  beg  no  mercy  for  such  cases. 

6552.  Would  you  commit  the  man  to  prison? — I  would. 

J5553.  Has 
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65.53.  Has  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Bradford,  changed  his  opinion  upon  this  law? —     Rev.  C.  S.Buil. 
He  has  not,  I  believe.  

6,5.54.  ^Ii*-  Hodges.^  You  have  stated  that  you  have  omitted  giving  any  contra-     30  March  1838. 
diction  or  explanation  in  the  public  paj)ers,  of  statements  that  were  attributed  to 
you,  and  which  you  afterwards  found  to  be  untrue  ? — Yes. 

6.55.5.  When  you  applied  to  be  examined  before  this  Committee,  did  you  men- 
tion to  the  Honourable  Member  who  was  to  bear  your  request  here,  that  you 
wished  to  offer  any  sucli  explanation  here  ? — I  did  not. 

6556.  Was  it  vour  intention  to  offer  any  here  upon  those  particulars  ? — It  was 
not;  I  would  say,  that  I  mentioned  my  wish  to  offer  myself  for  examination  here, 
in  consequence  of  what  I  had  understood  liad  taken  place  in  evidence,  that  my 
name  had  been  mentioned  in  connexion  with  the  West  Riding  meeting;  and  I 
thought,  as  the  Committee  had  interrogated  one  of  the  witnesses,  a  neighbour  of 
mine,  respecting  me,  that  I  should  have  quite  as  good  an  opportunity  of  answering 
for  myself  as  he  to  answer  for  me;  and  it  was  with  reference  to  that  })articularly 
that  I  mentioned  my  willingness,  to  the  Honourable  Member  for  Oldham,  to  be 
examined  before  this  Committee. 

6557.  Having  been  aware  tliat  those  statements  which  you  had  made  were  not 
true,  did  it  not  occur  to  you  that  this  would  have  been  a  very  good  ojjjjortunity, 
though  a  tardy  one,  of  oflering  an  explanation,  which  explanation,  being  printed, 
would  of  course  go  forth  to  the  public? — I  am  not  satisfied,  up  to  this  moment, 
that  those  statements  are  not  substantially  true. 

6558.  C/iairman.']  Are  you  not  satisfied,  with  respect  to  the  dates,  in  the  case 
of  Mary  Howes,  that  it  was  impossible  that  that  statement  could  be  tnie,  with 
reference  to  the  union  workhouse  at  Nottingham  r^ — I  am  satisfied,  from  what  I 
understood,  but  only  from  what  I  have  understood  from  others,  not  from  any  inves- 
tigation that  I  have  myself  made,  that  there  is  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  dates. 

655Q.  Does  not  that  mistake  with  regard  to  the  dates  involve  the  whole  ques- 
tion whether  the  case  could  have  occurred  under  the  new  law  or  not  ? — It  involves 
it  as  to  particular  ])arts  of  the  case. 

6560.  Does  it  not  involve  it  to  this  extent,  that  whereas  both  Mary  Howes  and 
her  husl)and  are  stated  to  have  been  confined  in  the  union  wojkhouse  at  Notting- 
ham, and  that  union  workhouse  was  not  built  till  after  she  had  left  Nottingham, 
the  case  could  not  have  occurred  under  the  new  law  ? — If  the  dates  be  correct  that 
is  so ;  but  my  impression  is,  that  a  part  of  the  case,  supjiosing  the  dates  to  be 
correct,  did  occur  under  the  ojieration  of  the  new  law. 

6561.  Do  you  know  when  the  union  at  Nottingham  was  formed? — I  do  not, 
particularly. 

65(12.  If  it  should  appear  that  the  union  at  Nottingham  was  formed  in  July 
1836,  and  if  the  whole  of  this  time  which  she  states  heri-eif  to  have  passed  in 
the  union  workhouse  at  Nottingham  took  \Ance  before  July  1S3G,  must  not  that 
case  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  this  new  law  ? — ftly  impression  is,  that 
the  whole  of  that  time  they  were  confined  in  the  union  workhouse  extends  into 
the  period  when  the  Nottingham  Union  was  formed. 

6563.  Mr.  LiddcIL]  Do  you  not  consider  it  possible  that  the  woman's  dates 
may  be  incorrect,  and  her  statement  of  facts  substantially  correct  ? — That  is  my 
impression. 

6564.  Mr.  Ficldcn.]  Are  you  aware  that  before  the  union  of  Nottingham  was 
fonned  the  administration  of  the  law  in  some  of  the  parishes,  or  in  one  of  the 
parishes  at  least,  in  Nottingham,  was  managed  in  a  mode  similar  to  the  mode 
under  the  new  laAV  ? — I  have  understood  so. 

6565.  Are  Tou  aware  that  it  has  been  stated  in  evidence  before  this  Committee 
by  an  Assistant-commissioner,  who  had  Nottingham  under  his  charge,  that  that 
was  the  fact  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  that;  but  I  saw  a  letter  which  was  published 
by  a  clergyman  of  Nottingham,  I  think  the  rector  of  St.  Mary's  parish,  his  name  is 
Butler,  in  which  I  believe  a  similar  statement  is  made. 

6566.  The  poor  woman  who  gave  this  information  to  Mr.  Oastler  might  have 
been  speaking  the  whole  truth  as  regarded  the  fact  of  her  suft'ering  and  her  hus- 
band's suffering  in  the  workhouse,  though  not  at  the  time  sufi'ering  under  the 
union  fonned  by  the  neAv  law  ? — That  is  my  impression. 

6567.  You  have  said  that  you  had  correspondence  with  a  friend  at  Nottingham, 
and  that  his  answer  to  you  was  that  it  was  extremely  probable  that  this  might 
have  taken  place  ? — Yes. 

•262.  B  3  6568.  Does 
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•       stated  must  be  strictly  true,  thougli  not  coming  under  tlie  operation  of  the  new 

30  March  1838.    laM'  ?^ — Thr.t  has  been  my  o])inion ;  and  under  these  circumstances,  I  have  withhehl 
from  making  a  public  contradiction. 

6.569.  Is  it  not  equally  deserving  of  condemnation,  in  your  opinion,  whether  it 
was  under  the  old  law  or  under  the  new  ? — Certainly. 

6570.  Chnirmmi.']  Do  you  think  it  just  to  attril)ute  it  to  the  operation  of  the 
new  law  rather  than  of  the  old  ? — No,  certainly  not ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
think  it  just  to  condemn  the  new  law  for  not  being  what  it  professes  to  be,  an 
amendment  of  the  old. 

6.571.  Mv.  Scropc?^  Have  you  ever  read  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Inquiry  as  to  the  management  of  the  poor,  and  the  state  of  the  workhouses,  under 
the  old  law  ? — I  have  read  several  j>arts  of  those  reports,  but  I  have  not  had  time 
to  go  through  them,  as  I  could  certainly  have  wished  to  have  done. 

6572.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  excite  the  people  against  the  old  law,  and  the 
abuses  that  were  practised  under  its  system  ? — I  have  never  had  tliose  abuses 
before  me  in  the  district  where  I  resided;  I  am  not  aware  tliat  any  such  abuses  did 
exist  there. 

6573.  Are  you  aware  that  in  iManchester,  and  many  other  towns  in  the  north, 
it  was  continually  the  practice  to  refuse  relief  to  a  variety  of  classes  of  paupers, 
except  upon  condition  of  their  entering  the  workhou.se  r — I  have  heard  so 
recently. 

6.574.  ^^iid  yet  you  brought  forward  the  severity  of  that  condition  as  a  charge 
against  the  new  law? — I  bring  it  as  a  charge  against  the  new  law,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  being  the  principle  of  the  new  law,  l)ut  because  the  new  law,  pro- 
fessing to  be  an  amendment,  did  not  take  away  those  things  which  I  conceive  to 
be  unjust  in  the  operation  of  the  old. 

6.575.  Do  you  know  that,  under  the  new  law,  for  one  person  relieved  in  the  work- 
house, there  were  nearly  six  relieved  out  of  it  ? — It  may  be  so,  but  I  also  know  that 
it  is  the  expressed  intention  of  the  Commissioners,  and  according  to  the  instructions 
which  they  have  laid  down,  ultimately  to  render  that  test  universal. 

6576.  You  mean  with  respect  to  the  cases  of  able-bodied  paupers  ? — I  do. 

6577.  You  confine  your  remark  to  that  ? — I  do. 

,16578,  You  said  just  now  that  you  always  abstained  from  using  violent  language 
yourself,  and  condemn  it  in  others;  did  you  use  this  language  in  your  S])eech  of  the 
1st  of  February  :  "  The  rate-payers  of  Englanil  have  not  chosen  these  three  despotic 
men  to  manage  their  affairs  ;  we  will  not  have  three  kings  to  reign  over  us.  Sir, 
there  is  in  this  Act  a  spirit  of  malignity  which  distresses  me  exceedingly ;  of 
malignity,  of  malice,  not  only  towards  the  living  paujjcr,  but  even,  I  say,  to  the 
dead.  Surely  they  might  be  content  ^^  hen  they  have  driven  the  wretch  to  his 
coffin,  but  their  rancour  pursues  oflending  poverty  till  the  last  clod  of  earth  falls 
upon  his  grave  ;"  and  then,  after  exhibiting  specimens  of  what  you  believed  to  be  the 
dietary  given  in  the  workhouse,  you  went  on  to  say  "  Now,  Sir,  I  call  this  malignity  ; 
this  is  a  direct  attempt  to  drive  the  poor  out  of  existence ;"  do  you  not  consider 
that  to  be  violent  language  ? — Not  more  so  than  I  think  the  case  requires,  or  else  I 
should  not  have  used  it. 

.  6,579.  ^^f-  Fidden.']  Referring  you  back  again  to  the  Nottingham  case,  what  is 
there  to  contradict  it  but  Mr.  Barnett's  written  statement  ? — I  believe  there  is 
nothing  to  contradict  the  facts  yet,  but  the  statement  of  JNIr.  Barnett. 

6.580.  Is  Mr.  Barnett  the  governor  of  that  workhouse? — I  have  under- 
stood so. 

6581.  Have  you  any  confidence  in  a  wTitten  statement,  coming  from  the  gover- 
nors of  workhouses,  in  such  cases,  where  such  oppressions  have  taken  place? — I  do 
not  feel  confidence  in  the  statement  of  parties  accused. 

6582.  Have  not  many  reports,  equally  as  distressing,  been  published  in  many 
of  the  newspapers,  both  London  and  country  papers,  where  the  new  Poor 
Law  has  been  in  operation  ? — I  conceive  that  one  can  scarcely  take  up  a  paper  to 
read,  for  instance,  cases  before  the  London  Magistrates,  without  meeting  with 
manv  such  cases. 

658,3.  But  is  it  not  notorious  in  every  part  of  the  West  Riding,  and  in  every 
part  of  England,  that  the  columns  of  the  newspapers,  both  whig,  radical  and  tory, 
teem  with  great  abuses  under  the  new  law? — Certainly  it  is. 

6584.  C/iairmaii] 
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6.584.  Chairman.]  Is  it  notorious  that  those  statements  are  true  r— It  is  noto-     I  ev.  G.  S.  linU. 
rious  that  those  statements  are  generally  believed  to  be  true.  March  1&38 

6.58.5.  Have  you  ever  knoMn  instances  where  cases  have  been  investigated,  and 
have  been  proved  to  be  true? — I  have  seen  some,  and  I  have  seen  some  in 
which  they  have  been  proved  to  1)e  otherwise ;  but  the  very  great  majority  of 
those  which  have  been  stated,  as  far  as  I  have  been  informed,  have  never  been 
contradicted ;  and  when  I  say  that,  I  would  remark,  that  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners have  the  advantage  of  every  person  who  may  bring  any  evidence  against 
the  system  which  they  are  working;  tliey  have  the  most  abundant  means  at  their 
command  of  entering  into  their  own  defence,  far  beyond  that  which  individuals 
have ;  they  have  an  opportunity  of  appealing  to  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  and 
of  making  the  most  inquisitorial  investigation  into  every  ca.se  that  is  mentioned ; 
they  also  certainly  have  an  opportunity,  (it  is  not  for  me  to  say  that  they  exercise 
that  opportunity,)  of  either  keeping  back  or  bringing  forward  any  facts  which  they 
may  think  proper. 

6.586.  IVIr.  Fielden.']  Are  they  not  also  armed,  by  votes  of  public  money,  with 
the  power  of  carrying  out  those  inquiries  where  they  think  proper  to  introduce 
them? — 1  understand  they  are. 

6587.  Do  not  you  know  that  in  the  estimates  a  large  sum  is  voted  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  establishment  in  Somerset-house? — I  understand  so. 

6588.  Have  you  seen  the  reports  of  that  ? — Yes. 

6589.  Being  thus  armed,  and  professing  to  act  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
being  supported  by  public  money,  if  discoveries  could  be  made  of  falsehoods,  have 
they  not  the  means  of  doing  it  at  once? — They  have  greater  means,  perhaps,  than 
was  jjossessed  by  any  body  before. 

6590.  Chaiji7ian.'\  You  would  think  the  Commissioners  right  in  endeavouring  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  any  charges  that  were  made,  would  you  not  ? — I  should. 

659 1 .  You  thought  them  so  when  they  addressed  a  letter  to  you,  requesting  you 
to  supply  them  with  the  means  of  instituting  inquiries  ? — ^Tliey  were  right  in  endea- 
vouring to  ascertain  the  truth  of  any  tiling  that  I  or  any  individual  had  stated  ;  but 
I  conceive  that  I  Mas  also  right  in  declining  to  bring  my  case  before  parties  offici- 
ally implicated. 

6592.  If  the  Commissioners  were  right  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  truth, 
and  you  were  right  in  refusing  to  give  them  the  means  of  instituting  an  inquiry, 
how  can  you  reconcile  those  two  propositions  ? — I  can  reconcile  them  very  well ;  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  give  the  Committee  any  information  they  may  require,  because 
I,  and  parties  who  may  give  information,  are  placed  under  the  protection  of  the 
House  of  Conmions  ;  but  I  declined  to  go  before  a  tribunal  of  interested  parties, 
who,  I  conceived,  were  implicated,  officially  at  least,  and,  perhaps,  in  some  cases 
personally,  both  the  board  of  guardians,  and  the  board  of  Commissioners ;  because 
both  the  board  of  Commissioners  and  the  board  of  guardians  are  liable,  I  apprehend, 
in  case  of  any  violation  of  their  public  office,  to  impeachment  or  prosecution,  and 
this  necessarily  implies  their  being  personally  interested  in  the  results  of  the  work- 
ing of  that  system  with  which  tliey  arc  connected. 

6^93.  You  say  that  you  think  the  Commissioners  exercise  their  duty  in 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  any  charges  that  may  be  made  ? — Yes ;  and 
I  think  I  exercise  my  duty  in  declining  to  go  before  a  tribunal  of  interested 
parties. 

6594.  But  if  the  Commissioners  are  right  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  any  charges  tliat  may  be  made,  how  would  you  have  them  proceed  in  instituting 
such  an  inquiry,  if  the  ]>arty  making  the  accusation  refuses  to  give  them  any  means 
of  ascertaining  the  truth  ? — It  was  competent  to  the  Commissioners,  if  they  had 
thought  jiroper,  to  address  themselves  to  this  Committee,  and  it  was  comj)etent  to 
this  Committee  to  have  summoned  mo  before  them  many  months  ago,  if  they  had 
thought  it  necessary,  and  I  should  never  have  declined  for  one  moment  to  have 
obeyed  the  summons ;  the  voluntary  offer  Avhich  I  made  to  appear  before  them  is 
a  proof  that  I  did  not  wish  to  conceal  any  facts  with  which  I  am  connected  I 
have  nothing  to  conceal ;  I  am  willing  to  place  my  conduct,  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  before  any  authorized  tribunal  like  the  one  which  I  now  appear  before. 

6.595-  You  think  the  Connnissioners  right  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the 
truth,  and  you  think  yourself  right  in  refusuig  to  give  them  the  means  of 
ascertaining  it? — I  think  myself  right  in  refusing  to  sul)niit  myself  to  parties 
obviously  interested  ;  this  Committee,  I  should  conceive,  is  not  interested. 

262-  B  4  6596.  If 
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very  uureasouablo  if  he  reftised  to  give  you  the  means  ? — I  should  not  think  it 
unreasonable  if  be  declined  to  commit  himself  to  me  in  any  manner  that  might 
prejudice  his  cause. 

6,597.  Should  you  think  him  justified  in  jnaking  a  charge  against  your  conduct 
or  charact(T,  and  then,  upon  your  applying  to  bim,  refusing  to  state  tlie  grounds 
u])on  which  he  made  the  accusation? — 1  should  consider  any  person  justified  in 
refusing  to  commit  himself  to  any  person  in  any  way  that  might  prejudice  his  own 
cause. 

6598.  INIr.  Bailies.]  You  say  you  did  not  wish  to  go  before  the  Commissioners ; 
did  the  Commissioners  ask  you  to  go  before  them  ? — The  Commissioners  did  not 
ask  me  to  go  before  tlieui,  but  I  conceived  that  the  iiupiiries  they  intended  to  make 
would  be  made  by  means  of  the  board  of  guartlians,  the  persons  interested  in  the 
working  of  that  law. 

65QQ.  But  it  is  no  reason  to  say  that  you  sujiposed  that  persons  woubl  investi- 
gate the  matter  who  were  connected  with  them,  as  an  answer  to  the  iiupiiry  why 
you  speak  of  your  having  to  go  before  the  Conmiissioners,  seeing  that  the  Com- 
missioners never  asked  you  to  go  before  them? — No;  but  the  investigations  of 
the  Commissioners  were  to  be  conducted  by  interested  parties. 

OCoo.  C/muTtian.]  How  do  you  know  that  ? — I  apprehended  that  that  was  the 
case. 

0601.  Mr,  Barnes.]  Were  the  guardians  of  the  poor  interested  parties? — 
Undoubtedly  so ;  in  reference  to  the  character  of  the  law  and  its  working. 

6602.  Eveiy  man  and  every  institution  is  interested  as  to  his  ov,tx  character, 
and  as  to  the  working  of  his  own  affairs  or  his  own  system,  but  they  are  in  no 
other  way  interested  ;  they  are  nf)t  jiaid,  they  are  not  stipendiary  ?— They  may 
not  be  stipendiary,  but  those  under  whose  rules  and  regidations  they  are  obliged 
to  act,  are  stipendiary. 

6(103.  Is  not  the  government  of  the  country  stipendiary,  and  therefore,  if  you 
make  that  an  objection,  you  might  make  it  an  olyection  to  every  proceeding  that 
Government  might  institute ;  tlie  judges  are  stijicndiary ;  but  if  tliey  ask  a  ques- 
tion in  order  to  elicit  a  fact  under  an  accusation,  and  by  possibility  to  redress  a 
grievance,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  any  person  of  whom  that  question  is  asked,  to 
give  to  them  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  fact  and  of  redressing  the  gri(>vance  ? 
— In  my  judgment  it  was  not  my  duty  to  give  them  any  such  means  in  regard  to 
the  cases  stated,  and  especially  that  which  has  been  designated  one  of  wilful 
murder,  but  which  was  undou1>tedly  h)q)othetically  stated  by  me. 

G604.  Chairman.]  But  which  does  not  appear  in  the  report  to  have  been  stated 
hypothetically  ? — It  does  not  ai)pear  in  the  report  to  have  been  stated  hypothcti- 
callv;  but  the  speeches  of  honourable  members  of  both  Houses  are  not  always 
correctly  reported,  and,  therefore,  of  course  the  rei)orts  of  meetings  in  the  country 
may  be  expected  to  be  of  the  same  character. 

()6o5.  Did  you,  when  you  found  that  it  conveyed  a  positive  charge  of  wilful 
murder,  take  any  step  to  contradict  it? — It  probably  did  aj)j)ear,  upon  the  face  of 
the  report,  to  convey  that  charge,  but  it  did  not  strike  me  till  it  was  pointed  out  to 
me  by  this  Committee. 

6606.  Mv.  Fie  I  den.]  You  have  stated  that  the  colunms  of  the  ncwspa])ers  teem 
with  accounts  of  the  numerous  oppressions  practised  on  the  poor  under  the  Poor 
Law  Bill ;  if  those  statements  contained  in  those  newspapers  were  untrue,  could 
not  the  press  be  made  available  to  contradict  those  facts  ? — Certainly. 

6607.  And  not  seeing  contradictions  ai)j)car  in  the  public  prints  to  those  expo- 
sures which  are  made,  have  you  not  the  strongest  reason,  and  have  not  the  people 
of  the  West  Riding,  the  strongest  reason  for  believing  those  fixcts  to  be  true  ? — 
I  conceive  so:  I  have  noticed  some  cases  in  which  facts  have  been  disproved,  and 
in  which  the  disproof  has  been  inserted,  but  the  great  majority  of  instances,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  have  not  been  so  disproved. 

6608.  Has  not  you  refusal  to  communicate  with  the  board  at  Somerset  House, 
or  to  give  them  any  information  whatever,  been  followed  by  General  Johnson,  tlie 
Member  for  Oldham,  so  stated  by  him  in  a  letter,  since  you  were  examined  the 
other  day  ? — I  have  seen  that  letter  in  a  ])ublic  paper.  _ 

6609.  Did 
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G<M)(j.  Dill  ho  7iot  say  tliat  lie  liml  refused,  and  will  rofiisp,  to  givo  any  answer  to     Uev.  G.  S.  Bull. 

tlie  Coniiiiissionersat  Soiiiersit  House,  or  to  tlie  guardians  in  the  union  where  the        

death  that  he  spoke  of  had  taken  place.- — I  have  seen  a  letter  to  that  ettcct.  30  March  1838, 

(i(iio.  And  General  Jf)]ins()n  stated,  to  his  own  knowledge,  the  fact  that  a  man 
hud  died  in  a  ditch  from  the  dread  and  li(jrror  that  he  had  of  going  into  the  work- 
house?— I  understood  so.  ** 

6fii  1.  Can  you,  for  a  moment,  disbelieve  the  testimony  of  General  Johnson  to 
tliat  fact  ? — I  have  no  reason  to  do  so. 

6()t2.  Chamnun.}  Have  you  any  rea.son  to  know  that  the  statement  of  General 
Johnson  was  accurate  ? — -I  iiave  as  inuch  reason  to  believe  General  Johnson  as 
any  lionourablc  member  of  this  Committee. 

6(J13.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  General  Johnson  may  not,  without 
any  intention  to  do  so,  have  committed  the  same  inaccuracy  as  you  committed  in 
the  case  of  Mary  Howes? — General  Jolinson  is  fallible,  as  other  men,  and  1  pre- 
sume the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  are  not  always  infallible. 

Cf)i4.  Mr.  Scrape.]  Suiti)osiiig  the  fact  trt  be  as  General  Johnson  has  .stated  it, 
do  you  not  believe  that  suicides  will  continue  to  occur,  under  the  exaggerated 
iinj)re.s.sion  and  alarm  which  will  be  produced  in  the  mind  of  a  person  whose  mind 
is  not  in  a  sound  state? — Undoubtedly  such  cases  will  occur. 

66 15.  Anil,  supposing  statements  to  be  promulgated  l)y  the  jiublic  press  of 
the  horrors  of  being  in  a  workhouse,  those  statements  coming  to  a  person  whose 
mind  is  not  very  sound,  are  they  not  likely  to  produce  the  effect  you  sjieak  of? — 
jNIy  Jiible  tells  me  that  c>ppression  is  calculated  to  drive  a  wise  man  mad. 

66 16.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  you  know  that  General  Johnson  stated  this  fact  of  his 
own  knowledge,  that  he  knew  the  man,  that  he  knew  that  he  had  been  wanting 
food,  and  that  he  died  of  starvation  from  his  horror  of  the  union  workhouse  ? — 
I  understand  so. 

6617.  Chairman.]  How  do  you  understand  it? — From  the  newspa])ers. 

6618.  Mr.  Scrape.']  You  stated  tliat  you  had  found  many  newspaper  state- 
ments of  this  kind  contradicted  afterwards,  upon  authority  ?  —I  have  seen  some,  not 
many. 

6619.  Have  you,  consetiuently,  continued  to  give  your  belief  to  all  those 
statements  which  are  not  contradicted?  — If  they  appear  to  be  analogous  to  other 
statements  which  have  been  autheiiticated,  I  have  believe<l  them. 

66120.  "What  statements  have  been  authenticated  of  this  kind  ?—  I  conceive 
that  many  statements  have  been  well  authenticated ;  I  cannot  mention  any  in  par- 
ticular ;  1  have  already  read  one  to  this  Committee  this  morning,  given  by  the 
chaplain  of  a  uni(jn  workhouse  ;  I  conceive  that  statement  refers  to  the  fact  that 
crime  was  much  increase<l,  by  the  difficulty  of  the  poor  obtaining  relief,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Poor  Law  Act. 

6621.  That  does  not  refer  to  any  particular  ca'^e  of  hardship? — Although  it  ije 
not  a  jtarticular  statement,  it  undoubtedly  involves  a  system  that  is  naturally  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  individual  cases  of  mischief. 

66-22.  Mr.  Fichlot.]  Do  not  you  think  that  the  editors  of  the  newspapers  have 
acted  a  very  justifiable  part  in  exposing  the  cruelties  practised  under  this  new- 
law,  in  order  to  prevent  greater  evils  which  may  arise  fi-om  the  continuance  of 
the  law  ? — 1  certainly  do,  and  1  felt  nn>elf  justified  in  making  those  statements 
with  the  same  view ;  I  can  have  had  no  private  interest  to  serve  in  the  matter;  it 
has  not  been  for  my  individual  advantage  that  I  have  taken  any  part  against  this 
measure. 

6623.  Have  not  the  public  meetings  that  have  been  held  in  Yorkshire  been 
held  for  the  purjtose  of  getting  up  jietitions  to  the  House,  and  making  repre- 
sentations of  the  feeling  that  prevails  in  the  north,  in  order  to  prevent  the  jjublic 
being  plunged  into  confusion  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  Poor  Law? — I  can 
truly  aflirm  that  one  principal  object  that  1  have  had  in  taking  part  in  this  mat- 
ter has  been  to  prevent  those  evils  which  I  believe  undoubte<liy  will  result  from 
a  perseverance  in  the  system  to  which  I  have  alluded;  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  those  persons  who  have  made 
those  public  manifestations,  or  who  have  assisted  them,  their  view  has  been  pre- 
cisely that  which  has  been  stated  to  induce  the  legislature  by  constitutional 
means  to  alter  its  course. 

()()24.  And  you  have  taken  this  part  in  those  public  moeting.s,  and  in  your 
writing-s  consistently,  as  you  tljink,  with  your  office  as  a  minister  of  the  est<i- 
blished  church  of  England  ? — I  certainly  think  I  am  justified  in  taking  a  part  in 

262.  c  any 
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Rev.  G.S.  Bull,  any  thing  that  has  reference  to  the  good  and  to  tlie  interests  of  the  poor;  I 
recollect  that  when   I  wuh   introduced  into  my  office  l)y  the  ordination  of  the 

30  March  1838.  bislio^,  I  was  commanded  to  take  es|»eeial  care  for  the  poor;  it  is  a  jtart  of  the 
question  ]iro]>osed  to  me  when  I  enter  upon  my  office,  or  it  is  a  ]iart  of  the 
charge  given  to  me,  that  "  where  provision  is  so  made.  I  should  searcli  for 
the  sick,  poor  and  impotent  people  of  the  parish,  to  intimate  their  estates,  names 
and  phices  where  they  dwell,  to  the  curate  or  presiding  minister,  that  l)y  his  ex- 
liortation  they  may  he  relieved  with  the  alms  of  the  parishioners  or  otherwise," 
and  I  hnd  also  that  Avhen  a  bishop  is  consecrated  from  among  the  ranks  of 
the  inferior  clergy,  he  is  asked  tliis  question,  "  Will  you  show  youi-self  gentle, 
and  he  merciful,  for  Christ's  sake,  to  the  ])oor  aiid  needy  people,  and  to  all 
strangers  destitute  of  helj)  ?"  and  he  solemnly  pledges  himself  to  do  so.  I  also 
find  that  I  am  called  upon  in  the  exercise  of  my  office  to  lead  tlie  congregation 
in  praying  "  for  all  that  are  desolate  and  oppressed,""  and  I  am  also  accustomed 
to  pray  for  the  legislature,  "  that  all  things  may  be  so  ordered  and  settled  l)y  their 
endeavours  upon  the  best  and  surest  foundation,  tliat  peace  and  happiness,  truth 
and  jiisticr.  religion  and  piety  may  be  established  among  us  ;"  and  I  should  cer- 
tainly think  that  I  was  not  acting  consistently  if  I  should  take  those  vows  and 
ofler  those  prayers  publicly,  and  yet  neglect  on  suitable  occasions  to  plead  the 
cause  of  the  poor  where  T  think  they  are  oppressed. 

6625.  Would  you  not  have  considered  yourself  guilty  of  a  gross  dereliction  of 
duty,  if  yon  had  not  taken  the  part  you  have  done  in  exjjosing  the  Poor  Law  ? 
— Tt  occurs  to  me  at  this  moment  that  I  should  be  condemned  by  those  very 
Scriptures  which  I  read  to  the  people,  and  which  state,  that  "  he  who  shuttetli 
his  ears  to  the  cry  of  the  poor,  shall  ciy  himself  and  not  be  heard."  -iT'n    -  f 

6626.  You  say  it  is  to  the  workhouse  as  the  test  of  destitution  for  ablc-bodicc! 
persons  you  are  opposed,  that  is,  to  the  princijile  you  are  opposed  ? — I  am. 

6627.  You  have  already  stated  that  you  are  opposed  to  it,  in  consequence  of 
the  classification  that  takes  place  in  the  workhouses,  the  separation  of  children 
from  parents,  and  parents  from  each  other? — I  am  decidedly;  I  liave  stated  that. 

6628.  And  you  still  think  that  you  ought  to  discourage  any  attempts  that  are 
fnade  by  any  law  to  undo  that  wliich  you  are  commanded  to  do,  as  a  minister  of 
the  church  of  England  ? — Undoul)tedly,  it  is  only  consistent  tliat  I  sliould  do  so. 

6629.  You  have  spoken  of  the  guardians;  the  guardians,  you  are  aware,  are 
constituted  by  the  rate-payers,  but  the  rate-payers  have  a  plurality  of  votes,  and 
they  have  the  power  also  of  giving  votes  by  proxy  ;  are  not  you  aware  that  that  is 
a  practice  contrary  to  that  which  prevailed  under  the  old  law,  a  very  objectionable 
practice,  and  thought  to  be  so  in  the  north  ? — I  am  aware  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  practice  under  the  old  law  ;  I  conceive  it  to  l)e  obji'ctional)le,  becausi;  many 
instances  may  occur  in  which  a  few  individuals  may  entirely  sway  the  whole  com- 
munity of  rate-payers  amongst  whom  they  live. 

6630.  Chairman.^  You  say  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  practice  under  the  old 
law ;  are  you  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  what  is  commonly  called  Sturges 
Bonnie's  Select  Vestry  Act } — Under  the  Select  Vestry  Act,  so  far  as  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  knowing,  no  such  practice  existed. 

6631.  Are  you  aware  that  in  that  respect  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  follow  the  provisions  of  the  Select  Vestry  Act,  in  reference  to 
the  plurality  of  votes? — Not  in  reference  to  proxies;  and  I  refer  j)articularly  to 
proxies,  because  by  jdurality  of  votes,  in  connexion  with  proxies,  individuals  may 
be  able  to  sway  a  whole  cf)mmunity. 

6632.  Mr.  Fieldeti.\  Are  jou  aware  whether  at  the  vestry  meetings  held  for 
the  appointment  of  overseers  in  the  north,  the  common  practice  is  for  each  rate- 
paver  to  give  one  vote,  and  no  more  ? — I  am  aware,  or  at  least  my  impression  is, 
respecting  the  Select  Vestry  Act,  that  there  was  a  plurality  of  votes,  Imt  that 
proxies  were  not  admitted. 

6633.  Are  you  aware  that  the  practice  which  prevails  in  the  north,  does  not 
bring  into  exercise  the  plurality  of  votes? — -1  have  never  heard  of  it  being  prac- 
tised, but  I  have  understood  that  the  power  did  exist. 

6634.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  api)ointment  of  overseers  at  Brad- 
ford, when  a  vestry  meeting  takes  place,  every  rate-payer  does  give  one  vote,  and 
no  more? — I  have  never  known  it  otherwise. 

6635.  Had  a  practice  at  variance  with  that  been  adopted,  would  it  have  T)een 
so  notorious  that  it  nmtt  have  come  to  your  knowledge  ? — 1  think  I  should  have 
known  it. 

66^6.  Is 
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f)G^f).  Is  it  not  the  wish  of  persons  in  the  north  that  tlie  practice  of  confininfj     Rev.  G.  S.  Bvll 

the  rate-payers  to  one  vote  should  be  continued  ? — I  have  no  he.sitation  in  saying       

that  I  have  heard  that  wish  very  frequently  expressed.  30  March  1838. 

6637.  Has  not  the  jioor  rate-j)ayer  an  interest  in  keepin"-  down  tlie  rates  as  low 
us  they  ou^dit  to  be,  as  much  as  the  ricli  man  r — 1  conceive  that  every  person  is 
interested  according  to  the  amount  of  his  property. 

6638.  Does  not  tlio  same  feeling  prevail  in  tlie  minds  of  the  j)oor,  to  afTord  that 
assistance  which  they  can,  by  jniying  the  rates,  so  lung  as  they  are  allowed  to  have 
the  management  of  their  own  attairs  in  their  own  hands  r — 1  think  so. 

6639.  Then  the  difference  between  the  constitution  of  a  boanl  of  guardians  and 
the  constitution  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  north  is  this,  that  in  one  case 
a  plurality  of  votes  and  proxies  are  exercised,  and  in  the  other  case  individual 
voting  only  is  resorted  to? — I  believe  that  to  Ije  the  case;  my  answer  refers  to 
my  observaticjns  in  Bradford  jtarticularly. 

6640.  Is  there  not  another  difference  between  those  two  administrators  of  the 
law,  that  the  gTiardians  elected  act  under  the  control  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners of  Somerset  House,  wherea.s  those  who  elect  their  own  churchwardens  act 
under  the  influence  of  the  rate-payers  only  ? — Undoubtedly ;  I  consider  that  to  be 
a  most  objectionable  ])art  of  the  present  Act,  taking  from  the  rate-payers  their 
control  over  the  expenditure. 

6641.  Are  not  the  guardians  liable  at  all  times  to  be  required  to  act  in  con- 
formity with  the  instructions  of  the  Poor  Law  Connnissioners  ? — They  are  not  only 
required  to  do  so,  but,  if  I  understand  the  Act,  they  are  liable  to  punishment  if 
they  do  not;  any  disotedience  or  contempt  of  the  orders  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners may  be  punished  by  fine ;  and  on  that  subject  I  would  observe  that  it 
appears  to  me  to  be,  in  reference  to  its  character  as  a  mulct  upon  offenders,  unpre- 
cedented ;  for  the  third  offence  may  be  punished,  as  I  understand  it,  to  an  inde- 
finite extent. 

G642.  Does  not  the  98th  section  of  the  Act  give  the  power  to  punish  disobe- 
dience to  the  rules,  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Commissioners  of  Somerset 
House? — It  does;  and  for  the  third  offence  it  is  there  stated,  "  that  he  shall,  on 
conviction,  ])ay  such  fine,  not  being  less  than  20/. ;"  how  much  more  is  not  stated  ; 
it  may  lie  the  confiscation  of  a  man's  entire  jiroperty,  "  and  suffer  such  imprisonment, 
with  or  without  hard  labour,  as  may  be  awarded  against  him  by  the  court  bv  or 
before  which  he  shall  Ije  tried  and  convicted  of  disobedience  to  the  orders  and 
regulations  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners." 

(k)43.  Mr.  linines.']  What  sort  of  orders  and  regulations? — "Any  of  the  rules 
orders  or  regulations  of  the  said  Commissioners  or  Assistant-commissioners,  or 
be  guilty  of  any  contempt  of  the  said  Commissioners  sitting  as  a  board."' 

6644.  That  nmst  apjtly  to  somebody  under  their  control  ;  it  would  not  applv  to 
you  or  to  me,  would  it  ?  — I  ap])rehend  it  would  a])plY  to  any  person  ;  it  strikes  me 
that  it  is  a  most  arbitrary  and  swee])ing  clause. 

6445.  Mr.  Ficlden.^  Does  not  that  constitute  one  very  formidable  and  often- 
put-forward  strong  objection  to  give  up  to  those  Commissioners  the  control  of  the 
parochial  affixirs  in  the  district  where  you  reside  ? — It  does,  and  when  we  see  them 
armed  with  sucli  ])owers  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise  tliat  we  in 
the  north  should  call  them  either  kings  or  despots. 

6(i4().  Mr.  Scrope.]  Have  you  known  any  instance  in  which  that  power  has  been 
enforced  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  instaiu-e  in  which  it  has  been  enforced,  but  I 
do  know  that  when  a  law  is  in  existence  it  may  be  enforced  at  any  time  ;  like  the 
loaded  barrel,  it  may  not  go  off"  to-day  or  to-morrow,  but  if  it  be  loaded  and  jnimed 
it  may  go  off' at  any  time  ;  and  I  would  state,  in  illustration  of  this,  that  a  statute 
existed  that  very  few  jjersons  seemed  to  lie  aware  of.  and  which  was  applied  to  the 
trans])ortation  of  certain  labourers  from  the  neighljourhood  of  Dorchester;  and, 
altliougli  they  were  poor  men,  their  liberty  was  as  precious  to  them  as  that  of  any 
rich  man  in  the  land  ;  I  conceive,  therefore,  that  the  existence  of  statutes  like  these, 
whether  they  be  ap[)lied  or  not,  is  a  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  thing. 

t)(»47.  Mr.  Ihiines.]  Do  you  think  if  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  liad  ordered 
you  to  answer  their  questions  as  to  the  persons  whom  you  mentioned  at  the  public 
meeting,  and  you  had  refused  to  answer  their  questions,  that  tliev  would  have 
been  able  to  have  sent  you  to  gaol,  or  to  have  punished  you  by20/.  fine? — For  the  first 
offence  they  could  have  fined  me  0/.  ;  for  the  second  offence,  any  sum  not  exceed- 
ing 20/.,  or  less  than  .^/. ;  and  for  the  third  offence,  and  every  subsequent  offence, 
1  was  "  liable  to  be  indicted  for  the  same,  and  to  pay  such  tine,  not  being  less  than 
262.  c  2  20/., 
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Rev.  G.  S.  Bull.  20/.,  and  suiFcr  siu-h  iniiirisoiiiiiont,  vitli  or  without  lianl  labour,  as  nii^jlit  be 
awarded  airainst  mv  by  the  court  liy  or  before  wliioh"   1  sliould  lie  tried  and  eon- 

30  March  1838.  yictf.,] ;  ;,„,|  jf  tliat  court  Iiad  ba|)j)eiied  to  consist  of  i)ers()ns  greatly  eiianionred 
■with  the  new  I'oor  Law,  and  greatly  embittered  against  its  oi)ponents,  1  should  have 
stood  a  poor  chance. 

(lti4S.  J  lave  you  not  omitted  an  important  ingredient  in  your  answer,  when  you 
say,  tried  and  convicted;  what  could  they  have  tried  and  convicted  y(»u  for;  does 
it  n()t  imply  that  there  nnist  have  been  a  crime,  and  a  crime  known  to  tlie  hnv ; 
woidd  your  refusing  to  answer  an  in([uiry,  as  to  where  you  obtained  your  infor- 
mation with  res])ect  to  the  crij)j)le  at  liradford,  have  been  a  crime  that  you  could 
have  been  tried  and  convicted  for  ? — The  crime  is,  "  wilfully  to  neglect  or  disobey 
any  of  the  rules,  orders  or  regulations  of  the  said  Commissioners,"  and  they  might 
make  rule,  order  or  regulation  that  I  should  answer  such  and  such  inquiries 

6049.  ^^^-  'Scope]  All  this  dejicnds  upon  your  own  construction  of  the  law, 
and  you  have  never  heard  that  that  construction  lias  been  supported  in  any  court 
of  law,  or  i)ractically  acted  upon  by  the  Commissioners? — 1  have  not,  and  I  con- 
ceive if  ever  it  l)e  practically  acted  n])on,  all  England  will  rise  uj)  against  it. 

66.50.  Mr.  Firldcn.'\  You  are  not  avvare,  and  you  do  not  believe,  that  anv  rule, 
order  or  regulation  has  been  made  for  bringing  Mr.  Bull  before  the  Commissioners 
at  Somerset  House  ? — T  do  not. 

66.51.  If  suoli  an  order  had  Iiecn  made,  have  you  any  doubt  that  you  would  have 
been  called  up  ? — Not  the  least;  I  have  shoAvn  the  Commissioners  at  Somerset 
House  no  f|uarter,  and  I  am  sure  they  would  have  shown  me  none. 

66.52.  Clwiniian.]  AVith  regard  to  the  powers  given  by  the  Commissioners, 
they  are  limited  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  they  haAC  no  power  over  any  body  else  ? 
— I  conceive  that,  under  this  clause,  any  person  standinpf  in  the  way  of  their  rules, 
orders  and  regulations,  is  !ial)le  to  the  fines  here  mentioned. 

66.53.  No  person  could  wilfully  disobey  the  orders  or  regulations  of  the  Com- 
missioners unless  he  was  em])loyed  upon  the  business  of  that  regulation;  for 
instance,  in  making  a  speech  at  Bradford,  you  are  not  under  their  orders? — 1  am 
not ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  conceive,  that  if  it  should  be  proved  that  the  construc- 
tion just  |nit  upon  the  clause  be  correct,  it  is  still,  towards  those  who  are  em]>loyed 
ofiicially  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  a  most  arl)itrary  clause. 

6654.  JMr.  Fie/(kn.]  Under  Sturges  Bourne's  Act  owners  of  property  could  not 
vote  at  the  a]i])(jiiitinents  of  church wardi-ns  or  overseers  ;  are  you  aware  of  that  ? — 
I  should  rather  wish  not  to  answer  questions  on  this  subject  further  than  what  has 
passed  immediately  under  my  own  observaticm  ;  I  have  not  attended  regularly 
parish  vestries;  I  have  sometimes  gone  for  the  jmrpose  of  represent  iii.g  tlie  cases  of 
poor  persons,  and  I  have  a  general  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  whicJi  the  Inisiness 
Avas  conducted  in  our  own  neighbourhood  ;  but  as  regards  any  intimate  accjuaint- 
ance  with  Stui-ges  Bourne's  Act  on  tin-  ])oint  alluded  to,  I  cannot  speak. 

66.5.5.  Such  was  the  law  under  Sturges  Bourne's  Act,  that  ovmers  could  not 
vote,  whereas  under  the  new  law  owners  of  property  can  vote  as  well  as  occupiers? 
— Undoubtedly. 

66.56.  And  that  is  another  distinction,  giving  a  poM-er  in  the  aj)pointment  of 
guardians,  which  you  think  is  unfair  ? — I  do;  I  judge  of  the  law  as  I  find  it  in  this 
Act,  u]ion  the  common-sen^p  interj»retation  of  it. 

66.57.  Mr.  Ilodf/rs.]  Do  you  act  as  a  magistrate  ? — No. 

6658.  Did  you  take  any  active  part  in  the  administration  of  the  old  law? — I 
did  not ;  I  attended  occasionally  for  the  i)urpose  of  representing  the  cases  of  the 
jioor  under  my  own  observation. 

66.59.  Have  you  a  general  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  old  law? — Accord- 
ing to  what  I  have  already  experienced  in  my  own  neighbomhood. 

6660.  Are  you  rated  to  the  poor  ? — Yes. 

6661.  In  the  last  day  of  your  examination  you  spoke  of  the  distress  at  Brad- 
ford ;  have  there  been  times  of  particular  distress  at  Bradford  during  the  last  12 
years  prior  to  the  new  law ? — Yes,  there  have;  it  is  not  an  unconnnon  thing  in 
manufacturing  districts  for  such  seasons  of  distress  to  occur ;  the  slack  times,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  are  sadly  too  many. 

6662.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  how  those  times  of  distress  were  met, 
under  the  old  law? — On  a  former  occasion,  when  a  slack  time  of  trade  occurred, 
I  have  understood  that  the  cases  of  distress  were  met  ]iartly  by  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  the  regular  way,  and  i)artly  by  voluntary  subscriptions ;  I  mean  in  refer- 
ence to  the  distress  of  182G. 

666.3.  After 
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CGGi^.  After  tlic   distress  ceased,  did  all   or   tlio  for  p^reater  part   of  those  who     R«v,,G.  S.  Bull. 
had  been  assisted  a^'-ain  maintain  themselves  Ijy  their  wages  r— I  believe  so.  

6G64.  How  did  the  oi)eratives  of  that  district,  with  larofe  families,  maintain     *3  March  iSrjR. 
them  witliout  parochial   assistance  ? — 0|)eratives  with  large  families,  I  apprehend, 
were  freijuently  oldiged  to  ol>tain  j)arocliial  assistance. 

66(i.5.  Chairman.]  At  Bradford? — Yes ;  the  largeness  of  a  family  in  the  manu- 
facturing districts  may  sometimes  l)e  an  advantage  to  a  person;  but  when  children 
are  under  n  certain  age  a  small  I'amily  is  more  burthensome  tlian  a  large  one. 

6666.  ftlr.  Hodges. \  AVas  it  the  custom  for  families,  under  those  circumstances, 
that  were  too  small  to  contribute  to  the  family  fund,  to  be  assisted  l)y  the  parish 
rates  .' — 1  have  known  several  such  instances;  but  I  wish  to  do  the  j>eo])le  of  that 
district  the  justice  to  say,  from  the  very  general  and  intimate  ac(juaintance  wiiich 
I  have  with  their  affairs  in  reg.ird  to  the  economy  of  their  cottages,  that  they  are, 
generally  sj)eaking,  very  unwilling  to  ai>ply  to  the  ]>arochial  rates  ;  and  1  have 
known  many  instances  in  which  they  have  suffered  long  and  severely,  rather  than 
make  any  application  (previous  to  the  introduction  of  this  law)  to  the  poor-rates. 

666~.  Dtu'ing  those  times  of  distress,  did  any  increase  to  the  number  of  your 
police,  which  you  state  to  be  five  or  six,  take  place? — I  Ixdieve  not. 

(ifiliS.  Did  any  disturbances  accompany  those  times  of  distress? — I  have  never 
known,  as  I  stated  before,  any  instances  of  puljlic  di.stur])ance  during  tlie  whole  of 
the  last  12  years,  exce])ting  those  which  recently  occurred. 

6669.  When  you  state  that  if  the  manufacturing  districts  were  exempted 
from  the  new  law,  the  dislike  would  still  continue,  because  from  other  places 
labourers  would  be  flocking  in,  and  thereby  overstock  the  labour  market,  is  it 
your  opinion  that  the  necessary  effect  of  the  new  law  would  be  to  n-duce  instead 
of  increase  the  wages  in  the  manufacturing  districts: — -1  have  no  drmbt  that  that 
will  be  the  necessary  effect ;  if  the  market  of  labour  be  overstocked,  the  price  of 
labour  nuist  necessarily  fall. 

6670.  INIr.  JJaiues.]  Would  not  the  effect  of  that  be,  in  the  districts  from  which 
the  labourers  were  brought,  to  advance  the  wages ;  because  if  luinging  100 
labourers  from  one  neiglibourhood  would  overstock  the  market  of  laljour  in  the 
])lace  to  which  they  came,  would  not  the  taking  them  from  that  neighltourlioo<l 
reduce  the  quantity  of  comjtetition  in  that  market? — I  slumld  be  most  ha|)py  t(i 
learn  that  sucli  had  been  the  ell'ect,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  such  has  been 
the  effect ;  and  1  conceive  that  an  o|)])(jrtunity  is  afforded  Ijy  the  workhouse  test 
of  keeping  down  wages  in  agricultural  districts  to  a  very  great  extent,  inasmuch  as 
the  men  will  accept,  in  many  cases,  of  almost  any  wages  rather  than  submit  to 
that  test. 

GC-i.  C/tnin/ian.]  Have  you  known  an  instance  in  which  that  has  occurred  ? — I 
have  not;  but  I  argue  from  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
consequences. 

6672.  Mr.  Baiiies.]  But  you  speak  upon  the  general  ]irinci])les  of  overstocking 
the  market  of  labour,  and  of  the  consequence  of  that  l)eing  a  depreciation  of 
wages  in  one  district ;  ui)on  your  own  principle,  in  the  district  from  which  you 
withdraw  the  labourers,  would  not  the  consequence  bo  to  advance  wages?  —  In 
the  absence  of  any  other  circumstances  to  ]>revent  it,  undoul)tedly  1  .should  appri'- 
hend  that  that  wi»ild  be  the  effect;  but  1  have  been  a  little  in  ajrricultura  dis- 
tricts  lately,  and  1  have  not  heard  that  wages  have  advanced  ;  but  considered  with 
the  jirice  of  i)rovisions,  I  should  rather  say  that  the  power  of  the  agricultural 
labourers,  as  far  as  I  have  ha<l  an  opportunity  of  asking  the  question,  over  the 
necessaries  of  life  in  those  agricultural  districts  where  the  Poor  Law  is  establisheil, 
has  diminished  and  not  increased. 

66^2-  ^'i-  •*>(•/•(;/;('.]  Are  not  the  manufacturing  districts  of  the  north  of  Lngland 
continually  subject  to  the  influx  of  large  bodies  of  Irish  emigrants,  to  a  degree 
compared  with  which  the  English  migrants,  removed  under  the  regulations  of  tiie 
Poor  Law  ConnnissioiuTs,  would  l)e  but  a  drop  of  wati'r  to  the  ocean,  in  their 
eftect  upon  wages;' — 1  ajiprehend  that  the  effect  of  the  Irish  population  which  flows 
in  uiK)n  us  ujion  wages  is  unhajtpy  ;  it  deteriorates  wages,  but  it  should  be  consi- 
dered that  the  Irish  who  come  in  amongst  us,  in  many  instances,  turn  their  attention, 
and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  turn  their  attention,  to  another  kind  of  laixJur, 
namely  to  that  of  attending  upon  masons,  and  in  fact  some  of  the  lowest  omplov- 
ments  are  assigned  to  the  Irish;  but  there  are  but  few,  com|)arativelv,  of  the  Irish 
who  turn  their  attention  to  mamifacturos. 

(')(574.  You  are  not  aware  thai  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  hand-loom 
2t)2.  C  i  weavers 
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Rev.  G.  S.  Bull,     weavers  in  the  nianufiU'turing  districts  consist  of  Trisli,  and  that  many  of  thorn  are 
enij)h>yed  in   the  factories?— I  do  know  that  many  are  em])h)ve<l  in  the  factories; 

30  iNlarcli  183S.     ■^^^^^  j  ^^^^  speaking  of  the  proportion  ;   I  shouUl  say  the  great  iirojiortion  is  not  so 
employed. 

(i(")7.5.  13ut  the  number  so  employed  bears  a  great  proportion  to  the  number  of 
emigrants  from  the  south  ? — It  has  done,  up  to  the  period  of  the  establishment  of 
the  Poor  Law,  but  I  conceive  that  as  that  law  is  now  introduced  into  the  manufac- 
turing districts  that  proportion  will  considerably  decrease  in  reference  to  the  Irish, 
and  increase  in  reference  to  the  English. 

6676.  jSIr.  Bailies.]  Do  you  know  what  number  of  Trisli  labourers  cmi)loved  in 
the  manufactures  of  Manchester  there  are  in  that  town  ? — I  am  not  acquainted 
with  ]\Iaucliester. 

6677.  Or  in  Leeds ? — I  am  not  acquainted  Mith  Leeds,  but  I  have  understood 
that  there  are  more  at  Leeds  than  there  are  at  Bradford. 

tJ67.S.  Mr.  Fieldeii.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  hands  that  are  required  in  the  north, 
if  there  be  any,  are  children  and  not  adults? — I  am  a  Judge  of  that,  nnd  am  forced 
to  be  a  judge  of  that,  because  the  children  necessarily  come  under  my  superintend- 
ence and  care,  as  a  religious  and  literary  instnictor  of  the  poor.  I  have  consi- 
derable schools  under  my  own  management  and  supervision,  and  therefore  I  nmst 
be  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  children,  of  necessity  ;  and  I  know,  in 
many  cases  that  have  passed  under  my  oato  observation,  that  the  adults  of  those 
families  that  have  come  from  agricultural  districts  have  found  great  ditticulty  in 
obtaining  employment  at  all,  whilst  their  children  have  more  readily  obtained  it ; 
that  is  a  necessary  effect  of  a  large  employment  of  children  in  manufacture,  and 
in  most  of  the  processes  of  the  worsted  manufacture. 

6679.  Is  it  not  very  frequently  the  case,  in  consequence  of  migration  into  the 
manufacturing  districts,  that  the  heads  of  families  may  be  wanting  employ- 
ment, although  their  children  may  for  a  time  obtain  cmplojTnent  ? — Yes  it  is  the 
fact. 

6680.  And  does  not  that  throw  the  maintenance  of  the  parents  upon  the 
children,  instead  of  leaving  the  ]>arents  to  maintain  the  children,  as  ought  to  be 
the  case  ? — It  inverts  the  order  of  society  in  that  respect. 

6681.  During  those  seasons  that  you  have  spoken  of,  of  bad  trade  and  conse- 
quent distress,  does  it  not  often  happen  that  the  children  are  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment as  well  as  the  parents? — It  does. 

668:2.  And  does  not  that  increase  the  suffering  of  both  parents  and  children  to 
a  considerable  extent? — Most  imdoubtedly,  because  it  diminishes  the  means  of 
subsistence. 

6683.  Operating  at  the  same  time,  in  consequence  of  an  increased  number  of 
individuals  being  in  the  labour-market,  to  reduce  the  wages  of  those  among  whom 
they  have  come  to  live  ? — Undoubtedly,  that  is  the  effect  which  I  have  stated. 

6684.  Notwithstanding  this,  have  not  the  operatives  who  have  been  resident  on 
the  spot  in  the  north,  received  the  fomilies  coming  from  the  rural  districts  with  great 
kindness,  on  account  of  their  poverty  ? — They  have  received  them  with  unifonn 
j)itv  and  kind  attention ;  I  have  known  several  instances  in  which  collections 
have  been  made  for  their  relief,  whilst  at  the  time  they  have  blamed,  in  no 
measured  terms,  the  parties  under  whose  act  they  had  been  sent  in  a  state  of  so 
much  destitution. 

668.5.  That  is  another  strong  objection  that  prevails  in  the  north  to  a  conti- 
nuance of  this  new  Poor  Law  under  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? — It  is,  which 
induced  me  to  say,  that  whether  it  be  a])plicd  in  its  j'r^visions  to  manufacturing 
districts  or  not,  it  will  still  be  objectionable,  or,  in  fact,  I  should  say  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  working  people  to  apply  it  at  once  to  those  manufacturing  districts 
than  to  allow  its  indirect  operation  upon  wages  in  the  manner  I  have  stated;  and 
this  leads  to  an  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  it  is  an  Act  intended 
to  promote  the  reduction  of  wages. 

6686.  Mr.  HoUiiif/.]  Do  you  think  it  is  intended  to  promote  the  reduction  of 
wages  ? — It  leads  to  the  impression  on  our  minds  that  it  is  an  Act  intended  to 
])romote  the  reduction  of  wages. 

6687.  Mr.  FicMcn.']ATe  you  not  aware  that  there  have  been  coiTospondcnts  in 
the  north  with  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  who  have  recommended  that 
migrants  should  be  sent  from  the  south,  with  a  view  of  doing  what  they  called 
equalizing  the  wages  ? — I  have  not  known  instances  of  that. 

6ti88.  Such 
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6688.  Such  statements  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis-    pg^.  G.  S.  Bull. 

sioners;  and  on  reference  to  those,  you  will  see  that  such  is  recommended; 

assuming  that   tliis  is  true,  do  not  you,  and  do  not  tlic  inhabitants  of  the  north      30  March  1838. 
strongly  condemn   the  practices  that  prevail  in  sending  labourers  from  the  south 
to  the  north,  as  well  as  strongly  condemn  those  who  recommend  such  a  practice? 
— Un(loul)tedly  they  do  ;  and  if  it  be  in  the  report,  as  has  been  stated,  I  am  not 
surprised  at  it. 

()68o.  Mr.  LiddclLI  You  have  thought  it  your  duty  to  oppose  the  introduction 
of  tliis  law  into  tlic  north,  n<it  merely  from  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances 
which  you  bt^lieve  to  have  occurred  in  other  j>laces,  but  from  an  ai)])rehension  of 
its  effects  and  consequences  in  that  countr)';  will  you  state  shortly  to  the  Com- 
mittee what  you  ni)pnhond  those  effects  and  consequences  likely  to  be? — I  cannot 
at  all  state  what  they  may  be;  my  apprehensions  are  of  the  most  alarming  descrip- 
tion ;  and  allow  me  to  say,  that  no  man  ought  to  desire  the  peace  of  that  district 
more  than  myself;  I  have  the  strongest  personal  reasons  for  wshing  to  live 
among  a  peaceable  people.  I  am  the  father  of  a  large  family,  and  therefore  I 
should  be  committing  an  act  of  suicide,  in  attempting  to  produce  a  state  of  dis- 
turbance which  would  necessarily  recoil  upon  myself;  and  more  especially  as  I 
very  well  know  tiiat  the  madman  always  flies  first  at  his  best  friend. 

6690.  It  was  a  sense  of  what  your  feelings  must  be  with  regard  to  the  neighbour- 
hood in  which  you  reside,  which  induced  me  to  ask  you  the  question;  and  you  have 
stated  that  you  have  the  very  strongest  aj)prehensions  of  the  consequences  of  the 
introduction  of  tlie  law  in  your  neighbourhood? — I  have. 

6691.  Do  you  think  those  apprehensions  are  such  as  are  generally  shared  by  the 
people  at  largo  in  the  north? — I  believe  they  are;  I  have  heard  many  persons 
deprecate  it  on  that  very  ground,  and  1  would  say  that  it  is  scarcely  possible,  in  my 
apprehension,  to  point  out  an  instance  of  greater  peaceableness  and  orderliness  in 
the  population  than  that  which  JJradford  presents ;  in  the  borough  there  are 
30,00U  at  least,  and  in  the  surrounding  district  there  cannot  be  less  than  double 
that  number,  all  using  Bradford  as  a  central  point,  where  they  obtain  all  their 
goods,  and  frequently  visiting  it,  and  yet  we  have  had  no  occasion  for  more  than 
six  persons  as  a  police  establislinient. 

6692.  Having  lived  for  some  time  amongst  so  orderly  and  well-conducted  a 
population,  yon  have  acted  a  good  deal  upon  the  maxim  that  it  is  wise  to  let  well 
alone  i — 1  conceive  to  let  well  alone  will  be  to  leave  the  jjoople  of  the  north  alone 
as  regards  the  Poor  Law. 

6693.  Do  you  think  the  apprehensions  which  you  have  stated  to  exist  among 
the  people  of  your  neiglibouriiood  are  in  any  degree  mitigated,  at  the  jiresent 
moment,  compared  with  what  they  were  some  six  or  nine  months  ago? — I  ilo  not 
believe  they  are  mitigated ;  I  believe  the  people  of  the  north  thoroughly  under- 
staufl  the  tendencies  of  this  Act,  and  are  so  deeply  imjiressed  with  its  arbitrary 
character  and  conseciuences  towards  themselves,  that  I  liave  no  reason  to  Ijelieve 
that  their  dislike  of  it  will  abate,  more  especially  as  if  it  should  not  be  introduced 
in  its  more  severe  form,  for  it  may  assume  many  degrees  of  severity,  if  it  should 
not  be  introduced  in  its  more  severe  form,  it  will  certainly  still  operate  in  the  way 
that  I  have  already  stated ;  and  certainly,  feeling  that  to  be  the  case,  I  have  fre- 
quently made  use  of  very  strong  language  indeed  in  reference  to  my  views  of  it ; 
but  I  aiipreliend  I  have  not  nuule  use  of  stronger  language  than  I  myself  heard 
used  by  the  chairman  of  the  West  Riding  quarter  sessions  a  short  time  since  (my 
Lord  AVharucliffe)  in  which  his  liordship  stated  that  if  the  workhouse  test  was  to  be 
ollereil,  and  out-iloor  relief  was  to  be  denied,  in  the  manner  that  he  stated,  to  able 
bodied  pei-sons,  no  power  on  earth,  should  ever  induce  him  to  take  part  in  putting 
that  law  into  execution ;  and  if  the  chairman  of  the  West  Ridinij  qiiarter  sessions 
uses  such  language,  surely  1  may  receive  some  indulgence  for  the  language  which 
I  have  used. 

()()94.  ^^^len  did  Lord  Wharncliffe  make  use  of  that  language? — T  heard  his 
Lordship  use  that  language  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

6695.  Mr.  Scropc]  Then  the  ai)prehensions  which  you  entertain  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  Poor  Law  into  the  north  of  England  are  grounded  u))on  the 
notion  that  it  will  alter  the  character  of  the  popiilation  of  that  district,  and  change 
them  from  a  contented,  and  jieaceable,  and  Industrious  population,  to  a  discon- 
tented and  turbulent  one  ? — I  believe  so. 

6696.  Are  you  aware  that  strong  evidence  has  been  produced  from  the  south 
202.  "  c  4  of 
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Rev.  C.  S.  Hull,    of  England,  in  wliich  the  new  Poor  Law  lias  been  in  operation  for  two  or  three 

years,  showiiii!;  that  its  eflects  have  been  to  alter  the  character  of  the  population 

30  March  1838.  y^,.^,  ,n;iterially,  and  to  change  tlieni  from  a  turbulent  and  discontented  population 
to  an  industrious,  and  peaceable,  and  contented  one  ? — I  have  read  tiiat  tlu-y  are 
now  very  submissive,  and  lam  not  surprised  at  it;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rural  districts  caiuiot  assemlde  their  5,000  or  10,000  at  half  an  hour's  notice,  as 
the  iidiabitants  of  the  manufacturing  districts  can;  they  cannot  meet,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  niaimfacturing  districts  can,  in  large  nnnd)ers,  producing  a 
great  etlect  upon  the  legislature;  and  I  apprehend  they  are  afraid  to  [letition  Par- 
liament, even  if  they  were  so  disjjosed.  1  am  not  surprised  at  the  statements  that 
are  made,  considering  the  quarters  from  which  those  statements  come. 

C1G07.  Still,  making  allowance  for  the  dillereiit  circumstances  under  which  the 
ditterent  classes  of  the  north  and  south  are  placed,  as  to  their  jwwer  of  exhibiting 
discontent  with  any  state  of  the  law,  you  have  heard,  and  you  have  no  reason  to 
disbelieve  the  fact,  that  the  change  has  ])roduccd  in  the  south,  an  orderly,  and 
contented,  and  peaceable  beliavi<mr  among  the  pojiulation,  instead  of  a  disorderly 
one,  which  it  formerly  was  1- — I  have  heard  what  the  honourable  member  stated  ; 
but  I  think  I  have  also  heanl  and  read  of  the  feeling  amongst  a  large  proportion 
of  them  that  lies  smouldering,  underneath. 

(JfiyS.  Have  you  heard  that  in  some  newspaper  report? — It  was  so  stated  by  a 
witness  before  this  Committee. 

66c)().  Mr.  LiddelL]  Have  you  not  heard  that  the  state  of  that  population  in  the 
south  was,  before  the  introduction  of  the  new  Poor  Law,  a  state  of  great  distress 
and  demoralization? — 1  have;  and  I  have  no  doul)t  tliat  the  administration  of  the 
old  law,  or,  rather,  I  should  say,  the  mal-administration  of  it,  tended  ilirectly  to 
j)roducc  those  eftects. 

(1700.  In  what  respects? — The  mal-administration  that  T  refer  to,  was  the 
neglect  of  the  overseers  and  churchwardens  and  tlie  magistrates  to  perform  their 
duty,  and  their  suiiering  themselves  in  many  cases  to  dej)art  from  tlie  intentions 
of  the  laM- ;  I  conceive  that  very  unfortunate  results  have  occurred  in  con- 
sequence which  required  most  unsjiaring  correction ;  nor  am  I  prepared,  nor  do  I 
wish  in  any  respect,  to  defend  any  abuses  of  the  old  system,  any  more  than  I  will 
defend  the  arbitrary  provisions  of  the  new. 

6701.  Such  abuses  and  such  mal-administration  as  you  allude  to  had  never 
occurred  under  the  old  law  in  your  neighbourhood,  or  in  that  part  of  the  north 
with  which  you  are  cognizant? — Certainly  not,  but  then  I  was  a  native  of  the 
south,  and  did  reside  in  Essex  and  Suttblk  a  considerable  portion  of  my  life,  and 
am  not  unacquainted  with  the  operation  of  the  old  Poor  Law  in  those  districts. 

6702.  As  the  Poor  Law  was  better  administered  in  those  districts  of  tin; 
north  to  which  you  have  alhuled,  the  evil  consequences  which  resulted  in  the 
south  were  not  apparent  in  the  northern  districts  ? — Certainly  not,  and  from 
thence  I  argue,  that,  if  the  same  means  had  been  used  the  same  eftects  would 
have  followed ;  nor  can  I  conceive  that  mal-administration  of  the  law  can  bo 
urged  as  a  reason  for  altering  the  Avhole  ])rinciple  of  the  law. 

6703.  While  you  admit  that  such  evils  resulted  from  the  mal-administration 
of  the  old  law,  in  parts  of  England,  as  recpiired  severe  measures  to  correct  them, 
you  think  that  such  measures  are  not  apjjlicable  to  the  north,  to  which  you  have 
particularly  alluded  ? — Certainly,  and  I  think  that  tlie  evils  in  the  south  might 
Lave  been  remedied  without  the  application  of  those  principles  of  the  new  law 
which  are  now  in  operation. 

6704.  And  you  consider,  therefore,  that  individuals  and  the  people  at  large,  are 
justified  in  expressing  strong  reasons  of  opposition,  and  entertaining  strong  ieelings 
of  resistance  towards  the  law,  which  you  consider  severe  and  somewhat  despotic 
and  arbitrary  in  its  enactments,  unless  the  same  necessity  can  be  made  out  tojirovo 
that  that  law  ought  to  be  introduced  among  them  ? — I  think  so,  certainly. 

G705.  And  it  is  upon  those  grounds  that  you  have  adopted  the  course  of  o])- 
posingthe  law  in  the  manner  that  you  have  done  upon  dirte  rent  occasions?— I  have 
oj)]wsed  the  law  chiefly  upon  these  grounds;  first,  because  I  conceive  that  it  is 
contraiy  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity  ;  secondly,  because  I  conceive  that  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  free  constitution  of  this  country  ;  and,  although  T  may  be 
misunderstood  and  misapprehended  both  by  honorable  members  of  this  Committee, 
and  by  many  other  persons  throughout  this  country,  yet  I  am  convinced  in  my  own 
jnind  of  the  most  satisfactory  motives  for  the  course  which  I  have  ])ursned. 

GloG.  Mr.  Barnes.^  You  say  that  the  same  disposition  to  resist  the  new  law 

exists 
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exists  in  the  north  of  Enn^land  that  existed  some  time  ago? — The  feeling  of  opposi-     R«^-  ^-  ^  S"^- 
tion,  I  believe,  has  not  abated.  ~ 

6707.  Were  there  not,  three  or  four  months  ago,  before  the  new  Poor  Law  was     ^°  March  1838. 
introduced  at  Brad^rd,  large  assemblages  of  persons  which  met  from  time  to  time 
for  tlie  pur|iose  of  resisting  the  introduction   of  the  law  ? — And  for  the  purpose 
of  petitioning  I'arliament  against  its  introduction. 

()7()8.  And  tiiey  met  in  such  bodies  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  constables 
and  military  to  l)e  brought  in  amongst  them,  for  the  puqiose  of  maintaining  the 
j)ul)lic  peace? — Yes,  and  I  would  remark,  as  an  illustration  of  the  statement  I  have 
made,  that  I  believe  the  disposition  to  resist  has  not  abated  ;  that  from  the  time 
of  the  West  Riding  meeting,  which  was  in  Whitsuntide,  up  to  the  time  of  those 
distuHwnces  breaking  out  on  the  first  occasion,  I  think  the  latter  end  of  October, 
when  Mr.  Power  came ;  during  those  months  that  elapsed  I  believe  not  a  single 
meeting  had  ever  been  held,  nor  am  I  aware  that  a  single  paragra])h  had  ever 
aj)peare<l  in  any  way  more  than  in  the  usual  sources  of  public  information,  nor  had 
tliere  ))een  any  stir  made  whatever ;  there  had  been  no  agitation  whatever  from 
that  time  up  to  the  time  when  the  disturbance  broke  out  respecting  JNIr.  Power  ; 
and  I  never  was  more  surprised  myself  than  I  was  on  that  occasion,  for  it  had  been 
stated  by  those  who  were  favourable  to  the  law,  that  the  people  were  acquiescing 
in  it,  and  that  there  would  be  no  further  disposition  to  resist  its  introduction. 

6709.  Then  your  answer  is,  that  there  were  in  the  month  of  November  some 
])roc(!cdings  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Bradford,  by  which  a  considerable 
nuniI)or  of  persons  were  brought  together,  and  the  military  was  called  out  in 
order  to  maintain  the  peace  ? — That  was  in  the  end  of  October,  and  early  in 
November. 

()7io.  That  was  before  the  new  law  came  into  operation;  since  it  has  come  into 
operation  have  there  been  any  manifestations  of  that  sort  ? — Allow  me  to  say  that 
that  was  at  the  time  of  its  being  first  put  into  operation. 

C)j\  I.  Is  there  not  a  manifest  difference  in  the  disposition  of  the  people  towards 
the  law  before  it  came  into  operation,  and  since  it  came  into  operation ;  since  it  has 
come  into  operation  ha.s  there  been  any  popular  assemblage  to  resist  it?  — Since 
the  military  were  there  I  dare  say  there  have  been  none,  and  I  do  not  conceive 
that  any  j)iitriot  has  any  reason  to  exult  in  that.  If  the  people  have  been  quieted, 
sup|tosing  that  to  have  been  the  case,  by  the  demonstration  of  a  large  body  of  mili- 
tary, and  l)y  the  known  fact  that  the  London  police  come  down  to  look  at  us,  in 
plain  clothes,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  man  who  loves  his  country  has  reason 
to  rejoice  in  such  quiescence  as  that. 

6712.  My  question  did  not  turn  upon  whether  it  was  a  thing  that  persons  would 
rejoice  in  or  not,  but  upon  the  fact,  that  whereas  before  the  introduction  of  the 
law,  and  ujion  the  eve  of  its  introduction,  there  had  been  a  great  many  tumultuous 
assemblages  which  required  a  military  force  to  keep  them  in  subjection,  since  the 
time  that  the  law  has  been  in  force  there  has  been  no  assemblage  of  that  sort? — At 
the  time  when  the  military  were  in  Bradford,  occupying  it  as  a  military  ]>ost,  there 
was  a  large  public  meeting,  held  in  tlie  face  of  tlie  military,  to  petition  for  the 
repeal  of  the  law ;  since  that  time,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  have  been 
no  ])ublic  meetings,  except  at  Clayton  and  Shijdey ;  and  T  have  heard  many  persons 
say,  tliat  they  do  not  intend  to  petition  any  more,  not  because  their  feelings  are 
altered  or  conciliated,  but,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say,  because  they  consider  that 
jietitioning  is  of  no  use.  Tthas  been  always  my  wish  to  keep  up  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  the  legislature,  and  to  teach  them  to  ajjpeal  to  them  as  the 
proper  court  or  the  proper  quarter  from  whence  they  might  look  for  redress ;  but 
I  believe  it  is  not  in  my  ])ower,  nor  in  the  power  of  any  man,  to  persuade  them  to 
j)etition  again  ;  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  such  is  the  case. 

6713.  Mr.  Fres/ifeld.]  On  the  subject  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  98th  sec- 
tion, which  y<ni  consider  unprecedented,  are  you  aware  that  the  Court  of  Chancery 
has  power  to  enforce  its  decrees,  or  disobedience  to  its  orders,  by  commitment? — 
I  am. 

6714.  Are  you  aware  that  every  court  of  justice  possesses  the  means  of  enforcing 
its  orders? — Yes. 

6715.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Commissioners  of  Bankniptcy,  an  inferior  juris- 
diction, have  the  power  of  commitment  of  persons  for  not  answering  questions? — 
I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

6716.  Are  you  aware  that  in  all  those  instances,  the  courts  having  the  power  of 
commitment,  also  judge  of  the  facts  upon  Mhich  they  commit? — Probablv  it  is  !>o. 

-'0-\  D  0717.  If 
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Rev.  G.  S.  Bull.  6717.  If  you  refer  to  the  98tli  section,  you  \vill  find  that  no  ])ower  is  given  to 
"~~  '  7"  the  Commissioners  to  decide  ;  but,  "  in  case  any  ])ersou  sliall  wilfully  neglect  or 
disol)ey  any  of  the  niles,  orders  or  regulations  of  the  said  Commissioners  or  Assist- 
ant-commissioners, or  he  guilty  of  any  contemi)t  of  the  said  Commissioners  sitting 
as  a  board,  such  person  shall  ujion  conviction,"  not  by  themselves,  but,  "  before 
any  two  justices ;"  so  that  any  offence  charged,  must  be  charged  before  two  magis- 
trates. P'or  the  first  oflence,  the  magistrates  have  the  jiower  to  imjiose  a  fine  not 
exceeding  5/. ;  for  a  second  offence  they  may  impose  a  fine  not  exceeding  20  /.  or 
less  than  5  /. ;  and  the  third  offence  becomes  a  misdemeanor ;  and  then  that  must 
be  prosecuted  by  indictment ;  and  all  that  follows,  is  the  result  of  conviction  by  a 
jury ;  are  you  aware  of  that  r — I  jjerceive  tliat  it  is  so  ;  but  1  conceive  at  the  same 
time,  that,  constituted  as  the  whole  system  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  is, 
it  is  likely  to  operate  in  a  i)r(;judicial  manner.  It  ap])ears  to  me  that  in  the  cases 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  there  are  legal  precedents  for  the  conduct 
of  the  courts  to  which  he  refers,  and  which  they  act  according  to,  whenever  such 
cases  may  be  brought  before  them  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  same  precedents 
do  not  exist  in  reference  to  the  Act  before  us. 

6718.  Are  you  aware  that  it  would  be  open  to  the  party  to  take  the  objection 
before  the  magistrates,  and  that  he  would  be,  or  not,  convicted,  whether  the  rule  or 
order  was  a  legal  one  or  not  ? — I  conceive  so;  and  under  that  1  conceive,  that  a  man 
Avho  should  resist  a  separation  from  his  wife,  under  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, would  be  able  to  refer  to  precedents  of  law;  jiarticularly  to  aj)peal 
cases  from  quarter  sessions  argued  before  the  Court  of  Queen's  (King's)  Bench, 
by  which,  if  his  appeal  was  duly  considered,  he  would  not  l)e  convicted.  It  is 
my  own  opinion,  though  not  conversant  with  the  law,  from  the  little  that  I  have 
examined  the  sul)ject,  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and  that  the  separation  of  the 
man  from  his  wife  is  most  distinctly  an  illegal  act,  and  that  precedents  may  be 
found  in  the  appeal  cases  argued  before  the  Court  of  Queen's  (King's)  Bench  from 
the  quarter  sessions,  distinctly  affirming  that  opinion  ;  that  is  my  imjiression. 

6719.  Mr.  Bniucs.]  There  cannot  be  many  ])recedcnts  with  regard  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  ;  they  have  ijeen  in  existence  for  only  three  or  four  years  ? — 
But  the  attempt  to  separate  a  man  from  his  wife  existed,  as  the  Conmiittee  have 
already  informed  me,  before  the  Poor  Law  Commission  existed. 

()72o.  ]\Ir.  Ficldcii.l  You  have  been  asked  about  the  munber  assembled  at  the 
Bradford  meeting,  when  the  law  was  being  put  into  ojieration  ;  can  you  state  the 
number  that  were  assembled  at  that  meeting,  when  the  guardians  met  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  the  new  Poor  Law  into  Bradford? — I  cannot,  for  I  was 
never  near  the  place  ;  I  knew  nothing  whatever  of  either  the  intention  of  the 
pcojile  to  meet  or  of  any  of  the  proceedings  that  took  place,  excejjt  from  what 
I  saw  in  the  ])apers  afterwards  ;  I  studiously  avoided,  as  soon  as  I  heard  that  such 
meeting  had  assembled,  having  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 

6721.  You  have  stated,  in  your  fonner  evidence,  that  had  special  constables 
been  appointed  to  strengthen  the  constables  in  the  town,  the  matter  would  have 
passed  off' without  any  disturbance  of  the  public  peace? — I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  it. 

6722.  The  military  were  introduced  upon  that  occasion  ? — Not  on  the  first  occa- 
sion, but  afterwards. 

6723.  You  have  been  asked  about  Irish  families  being  brought  into  the  north 
instead  of  migrants  from  the  rural  districts;  do  you  know  whether  there  were  any 
Irish  families  in  the  town  of  Bradford,  when  the  military  were  there? — A  large 
j)ortion  of  the  jiopulation  of  Bradford  are  Irish. 

67 24.  Were  they  Irish  soldiers  that  were  introduced  there  jjrincipally  ? — We 
understood  that  the  regiment  of  foot,  I  think  the  97th,  that  came  in,  was  an 
Irish  regiment. 

672,5.  Did  that  tend  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  ])cople,  seeing  that  they  were 
to  be  put  down  by  Irish  soldiers  ? — I  heard  that  observation  made,  that  they  had 
sent  the  Irish  to  fight  for  the  Poor  Law,  because  they  knew  the  English  would 
not  fight  for  it. 

6726.  Was  that  military  force  considerably  increased  before  the  next  subse- 
quent meeting  took  place  ? — I  cannot  at  the  moment  charge  myself  with  the  pre- 
cise circumstances,  but  1  believe  that  it  Avas  after  that  second  meeting,  which  was 
in  Noveml)er ;  (the  first  meeting  was  in  October) ;  that  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  of  the  militar)'. 

6727.  Are  you  aware  that  picquets  of  soldiers  were  stationed  on  the  road  between 

Huddersfield 
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Huddersfield  and  Bradford  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  people  cominnf  to  the     Rev.  O.  S.  Bull. 

Bradford  meeting? — Yes,  tliat  I  am  aware  of;  I  saw  the  military  jia.ss  hy  me  on       

the  road  from  my  own  house,  and  I  understood,  from  persons  resident  in  other     3°  March  1838. 
parts,  that  picf[uets  were  placcfl  there. 

6728.  Chainnan.'\  Do  you  know  that  they  did  prevent  any  one  from  coming 
from  Iluddersfield  to  Bradford  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  that  they  did  ;  but  that  the 
picqucts  were  placed  upon  the  road. 

6729.  Do  you  know  the  orders  that  those  picquets  had"? — I  do  not. 

6730.  Do  you  know  that  they  were  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
persons  going  from  IIiiddcTsfield  to  Bradford  ? — Tt  was  understood  so  ;  I  do  not 
know  their  orders ;  and  I  apj)rchend  no  one  knew  their  orders  but  themselves. 

6731.  You  did  not  hear  it  upon  authority  which  led  you  to  believe  that  it  was 
so? — No,  I  heard  it  as  a  niniour,  but  the  intention  was  self-evident. 

6732.  INIr.  Bnincs-I  Did  you  hear  of  any  body  who  was  stopjicd  ? — No. 

6733.  Mr.  FieldenJ]  On  that  occasion  were  there  a  great  number  of  special 
constables  sworn  in  to  preserve  the  ])eace  of  the  town  of  Bradford  ? — On  the  occa- 
sion of  the  third  meeting  there  were. 

6734.  When  the  picquets  were  placed  between  Huddersfield  and  Bradford  ? 
—Yes. 

6735.  Did  that  meeting  pass  off  without  any  disturbance  arising  or  being 
manifested  by  the  populace  ? — Yes ;  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  third  meeting,  for 
the  second  meeting  was  a  disturbed  meeting  as  well  as  the  first,  and  the  third  was 
perfectly  quiet. 

6736.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  had  the  same  means  been  taken  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  town  at  the  second  meeting,  by  the  a])poiiitment  of  a  sufficient  mmiber 
of  special  consta])les,  the  i)eace  of  tlie  town  would  have  been  preserved,  and  no 
necessity  would  have  existed  for  introducing  military  into  the  town  of  Brad- 
ford?—I  most  decidedly  think  so;  and  I  would  remark  to  the  Connnittee,  which 
I  think  important  for  the  Committee  to  know,  that  the  military  first  came  into 
Bradford  between  10  and  11  o'clock  on  the  Saturday  night;  tlie  town  was  full  of 
people  come  to  market,  Saturday-night  being  their  market  night ;  tliey  come  to 
market  toBradford  from  every  part  of  tiie  surrounding  district;  the  military  coming  in 
at  that  late  hour  of  the  night  would  excite  the  attc^ition  of  the  vhole  surrounding 
district ;  such  was  the  eftect  ;  the  Sunday  was  a  very  dissipated  day  ;  ]»eople  came 
down  in  large  nujnbers  to  see  the  soldiers ;  and  I  am  not  at  all  surprisi-d,  consider- 
ing the  hour  of  tlie  night  at  Mliich  they  were  introduced,  and  its  being  Saturday- 
night  also,  that  tliat  assemblage  took  place  which  there  was  on  the  Monday,  and 
which  assemblage,  I  have  no  doul)t,  consisted  of  many  persons  who  came  from 
curiosity  to  see  the  military,  and  the  greater  ])art  of  whom,  or  all,  had  considerable 
irritation  of  mind  against  this  law. 

6737.  Is  it  then  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Bradford,  as  you  believe,  and  is  it 
your  opinion,  that  the  Poor  Law  has  been  iutrodiu-ed  there  bv  the  aid  of  the 
London  jtolice  and  the  military? — Yes,  that  is  the  impression  decidedly. 

6738.  Do  you  believe  that  if  the  peo]de  had  been  left  to  themselves,  and  to 
form  their  own  judgment  upon  the  propriety  of  intntducing  that  law,  it  would  have 
been  in  operation  in  the  town  of  Bradford  ? — I  believe  not. 

6739.  C/inirjnnii.]  Do  you  consider,  in  a  change  of  the  law,  or  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  new  law,  when  a  law  is  made  intended  to  apjilv  generallv  to  the  whole 
country,  whether  it  should  apply  to  a  particular  district  or  not  is  to  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  that  district  ? — Certainly  not ;  it  is  my  principle,  as  a  constitu- 
tional man,  that  no  law  ought  to  be  enacteil  which  ought  not  to  be  and  which  is 
not  generally  applied ;  and  1  would  remark  that  a  considerable  impression  has  been 
produced  in  the  manufacturing  districts  by  a  statement,  understood  to  have  been 
made  by  Lord  Althorp,  now  Earl  Spencer,  in  reference  to  its  non-introduction  into 
the  manufacturing  districts,  which  statement  was  reiterated  by  the  jircss  on  every 
side. 

6740.  Mr.  Fieldcn.]  The  generality  of  the  people  being  now  quiet  in  the  town 
of  Bradford,  under  the  operation  of  the  new  law,  does  not,  to  your  mind,  convev 
any  proof  whatever  that  they  are  at  all  satisfied  with  the  new  law  - — I  have  said 
before  that  it  does  not. 

6741.  As  to  the  system  of  migration,  and  the  operation  of  that  upon  wages,  I 
will  read  a  jnaragraph,  to  which  I  referred  in  a  previous  jiart  of  the  examination; 
In  page  344  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners'  Report  of  1S3.'>,  there  is  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Edmund  Ashworth,  and  it  is  dated  "  Turton.  near  B(dton.  9th  of  t^ixth  month 

-Hij.  t  1834," 
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Rev.  G.  S.  Bait.     1834,"  ami  in  the  last  paratjrapli,  Mr.  Asliwortli  states   this,  "  1  am  most  anxious 
tliat  every  facility  be  given  to  tlie  removal  of  labourers  from  one  country  to  another, 

30  Marcli  1838.  iicconlin^  to  the  demand  for  labour^;  this  would  have  a  tendent-y  to  equalize  wages 
as  well  as  to  prevent,  in  degree,  some  of  the  turn-outs  whicli  have  been,  of  late,  so 
prevalent;"  if  this  was  generally  known  in  the  West  Jtiding  of  Yorkshire  would 
not  the  writer  of  this  letter  be  strongly  condemned  for  having  recommended  to  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  the  migration  of  labourers  from  the  south  to  the  uortli, 
for  the  purpose,  as  here  stated,  of  equalizing  wages  ? — It  would  be  understood 
among  us  that  the  word  "  equalizing"  meant  lowering. 

674^.  And  the  same  impression  prevails  still,  thiit  its  direct  operation  will  be  to 
reduce  the  wages  of  those  in  the  town  of  Jiradford? — Undoul)te(lly. 

6743.  If  the  wages  of  those  in  the  town  of  Bradford  are  reduced,  will  not  that 
affect  the  owners  of  jiroperty  and  the  landlords,  as  the  owners  of  cottages,  in  their 
ability  to  obtain  the  rents  in  the  maimer  in  which  they  have  done  ? — Of  course ;  if 
wages  are  reduced  it  must  necessarily  follow  that  the  ability  to  pay  rents  will  be 

♦reduced. 

6744.  Then  the  owners  of  jiroperty  and  rate-])ayers,  and  the  artisans  in  Bradford 
are  all  interested  in  kee])ing  this  new  Poor  Law  out  of  Bradford,  if  that  is  its  o])e- 
ratiou? — Undoubtedly;  and  all  who  wish  to  live  peaceable  lives  are  interested 
equally  with  the  rest.  " 

6745.  Is  it  your  impression,  that  if  the  law  be  persevered  in  in  the  north,  it  will 
ultimately  lead  to  bloodshed  in  that  district  ? — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  that  is 
my  impression. 

674I).  And  is  that  the  impression  of  those  people  with  whom  you  liave  frequently 
conversed,  and  who  know  well  the  state  of  feeling  of  the  peo))le  in  those  districts  ? 
— It  is;  and  I  would  add,  that  such  efiects  no  man  on  earth  can  deprecate  more 
earnestly  than  I  do. 

6747.  You,  being  a  friend  of  jtcace,  wish  to  ward  off  this  evil  ? — Indeed  that 
has  ijecn  one  principal  object  which  I  have  had  in  view  in  my  opposition  to  the 
new  law. 

6748.  You  think  it  is  your  duty  to  take  this  course,  as  a  Christian  minister  ? 
—Yes. 

6749.  Mr.  Baines.']  Do  you  not  consider  it  very  desirable,  if  there  is  this  in- 
flamatory  spirit  among  the  persons  in  the  district,  that  every  body,  not  apj)lying  it 
to  you  in  particular,  in  discussing  the  subject  in  public  assemblages  or  otherwise, 
should  avoid  the  use  of  any  inflannnatory  language  that  v  ould  be  likely  to  light  up 
that  spirit  that  you  seem  to  ajiprehcnd  may  burst  out  ? — L^ndoubtedly,  and  I  con- 
ceive that  every  expression  that  is  calculated,  and  every  i)roceeding  that  is  calcu- 
lated, to  undermine  feelings  of  loyalty  is  exceedingly  olyectionable,  an<l  therefore 
I  frequently  have  mentioned,  and  always  with  regret,  that  very  shameful  exhibition 
we  once  had  at  Leeds,  which  I  have  referred  to  before,  when  Ave  had  the  Queen 
put  into  breeches  and  the  King  into  ])etticoats ;  and  Ave  once  had  a  noble  lord,  in 
Yorkshire,  whose  name  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  required  to  mention,  Avho  talked  of 
kings'  heads  rolling  in  the  mire ;  and  if  persons  in  such  a  situation  s])cak  in  that 
Avay,  how  can  we  won<ler  at  the  effects  which  the  honourable  member  dejirecates  ;  I 
do  think  that  if  one  person  is  to  be  blamed  for  strong  language  another  ought  to  be. 
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Sir,  Bradford,  April  5,  1838. 

I  last  night  reveived  your  note  of  the  3d  instant,  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Barnett's  letter  to 
you  of  the  31st  ultimo,  for  which  I  am  obliged. 

I  have  no  further  observations  to  make  at  present  upon  the  Nottingham  case,  except  that, 
referring  to  the  expression  used  by  Mary  Howes,  "  two  years  last  October,"  I  did  not 
understand  her  to  state  that  this  was  the  date  of  their  going  into  the  workhouse,  but  only 
of  the  beginning  of  their  troubles,  that  event  appearing  to  have  taken  place  some  time  after 
October  1835. 

I  would  also  note  that  the  same  house,  and  not  a  new  one,  (question  6560)  is  now  used ; 
and  the  change  when  the  union  was  formed  was  scarcely  more  than  nominal  at  Nottingham, 
as  I  have  understood. 

Mr.  Barnett's  letter  to  you  does  not  alter  my  present  impression,  as  stated  in  my  answers 
to  questions  6452-5  and  G5G3. 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  Bull. 
J.  N.  Fazakerley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  &c.&c. 


Nottingham  Union. 

Weekly  Meeting,  Thursday,  8  a.m. 

A.  Darnett,  Clerk. 

Sir,  March  81,  1838. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  respecting  the  case  of  John  and  Mary  Howes,  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  a  denial  appeared  in  the  "  Times"  of  Wednesday  the  20th  December. 

The  statement  itself  is  pure  fiction ;  no  persons  of  the  names  of  John  and  Mary  Howes 
have  at  any  time  been  inmates  of  the  union  workhouse,  or  of  the  workhouses  in  Nottingham 
before  the  union  was  formed  ;  no  family  of  any  other  names,  but  otherwise  answering  to  the 
description,  have  been  in  the  workhouse  during  the  period  over  which  this  statement  runs; 
no  children  answering  to  the  description  there  given,  brothers,  have  died  in  the  workhouse ; 
in  no  instance  has  a  young  child  been  separated  from  the  mother,  unless  with  her  consent, 
and  only  when  the  mother,  through  severe  illness,  has  been  unable  to  take  care  of  it. 
During  all  the  period  referred  to,  parents  might,  if  they  chose,  see  their  children  two  or  three 
times  u  day,  and  although  husband  and  wife  are  separated  during  the  hours  of  labour  and 
sleep,  they  were  then,  and  now  arc,  permitted  every  day  to  see  and  converse  \\'\i\\  each  other; 
in  short,  the  treatment  said  to  have  been  experienced  by  John  and  Mary  Howes  has  not  been 
experienced  at  any  time  or  by  any  person  or  persons  within  this  house. 

The  detail  of  circumstances  connected  with  this  statement,  and  evidently  intended  to  give 
an  appearance  of  genuineness,  are  untrue.  The  datfe  fixed  for  the  first  admission  was  before 
the  union,  when  Mr.  Fox  had  no  connexion  with  the  workhouse,  and  when  my  office  and 
residence  were  at  a  considerable  distance  ;  at  that  time  I  did  not  superintend  the  house. 

We  have  not  erected  any  new  building  for  nursery,  consequently  there  were  no  damp  rooms. 
The  persons  named  as  relations,  Bullipiiant  and  Straw,  are  not  to  be  found  in  or  near 
Nottingham,  and  I  believe  no  such  persons  exist.  Some  parties  connected  with  the  Working 
Men's  Association  have  used  every  means  in  their  power  to  discover  the  parties,  in  order  to 
impart  authenticity  to  the  statement,  but  without  effect. 

Since  the  formation  of  this  union  we  have  admitted  into  the  workhouse  3,365,  and 
discharged  2,610  ;  four-fifths  of  these  are  in  and  about  the  town,  and  if  there  were  any  truth 
in  the  statement  it  would  be  perfectly  practicable  any  day  to  obtain  a  host  of  witnesses  in 
support  of  it. 

I  may  add,  that  Mr.  Fox  wrote  to  Mr.  Bull,  eitlicr  to  support  or  retract  the  charge, 
which  letter  he  has  not  answered. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  Darnett. 

To  J.  N.  Fazakerley,  Esq.,  M.P. 
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LuneB,  2"^' (lie  Novemhris,   1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  tlie  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  tlie  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  tlie  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Barneby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.         ,  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quonim  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8' die  Februarii,   1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


ni 


THE  REPORT .        .    p 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.    1 

APPENDIX      -        -        - p.  26 


[  iii  ] 


R     E     P     O     R     T. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 


TT  AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
Tlie  House. 


3  April  1838. 
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WITNESS. 


Mr.  James  Turner. 


(  1   ) 


MINUTES     OF     EVIDENCE. 


Mar  lis,  3°  die  Aprilis,  1838. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT : 


Mr.  Riiines. 
Mr.  Boiling. 
Sii  T.  Freniantle, 
Mr.  Freslifield. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Hodges. 


Mr.  Liddell. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Mr.  Scrope. 
Mr.  Wakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  James  Turner,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

6750.  Mr.  Fieldoi.]  THE  last  day  you  were  examined  by  tlie  Committee  you  Mr.  James  Turner. 
read  a  tabular  statement   relative  to  three  labourers,  with  large  families,  in  Wes-       — r    7.    ^~r 
toning,   in  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ;  do  you  wish  to  make  some  alterations  in  that 

table? — Yes  ;  I  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  get  at  a  tabular  statement  of  this 
sort,  and  I  wish  to  be  correct ;  I  went  down  on  Saturday,  and  took  the  table  with  ' 

me,  not  only  this  but  a  table  of  all  the  labourers  in  the  parish,  which  I  am  pre- 
paring of  this  description,  and  read  it  over  to  the  parties  whose  names  are  in  it, 
and  any  errors  that  I  found  I  corrected,  so  that  I  might  be  correct.  As  far  as 
regards  rates  since  the  new  law  was  passed,  they  have  to  pay  rates,  but  they  did 
not  pay  rates  in  the  year  1837,  and  consequently  the  whole  of  the  figures  giving 
tlie  rates  for  1837  will  have  to  be  altered;  and  1  would  wish  to  put  the  table  in 
as  amended. 

6751.  Will  you  read  the  statement  you  have  made  at  the  foot  of  the  table 
before  you  put  it  in  ? — I  think  I  need  not  go  through  the  whole  figures  ;  the  fore- 
going tabular  statement  shows  that  in  the  year  1834,  those  three  labourers,  they, 
their  wives  and  children,  numbering  together  17  persons,  were  employed  at 
their  occupations  collectively  39  weeks,  for  which  employment  they  received  the 
sum  of  23/.  IGs.  The  earnings  of  the  wives  and  children  for  the  same  period 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  2G/.  10*.,  making  together  the  sum  of  50/.  Gs.  The 
allowance  from  the  parish  for  those  three  families  for  work  and  relief,  during 
1834,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  44 /.  Ss.,  showing  a  total  income  of  94/.  14*-.  for 
those  17  persons.  The  outgoings  for  rent  and  fuel  amounted  to  20/.  14*.,  leaving 
a  net  income  of  74/.,  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  neces- 
saries, for  those  17  persons  an  average  of  4  /.  7a.  OJ  d.  for  each,  or  1  .v.  Sd.  per  head 
per  week,  the  lowest  family  having  only  1  *.  S^d.,  and  the  highest  1  s.  did.  per  head 
per  week.  In  1837  these  same  three  labourers,  they,  their  wives  and  their  chil- 
dren, numbering  together  21  persons,  were  employed  at  their  occupations  collec- 
tively 142  weeks,  and  received  for  wages  651.  Ss. ;  the  earnings  of  their  wives 
and  children  were  20/.  16*.,  making  together,  all  parish  relief  being  withheld,  a 
total  income  of  80/.  4*.  for  those  21  persons.  The  outgoings  for  rent  and  fuel 
amounted  to  20/.  14^.,  leaving  a  net  income  of  65/.  10*.  applicable  ibr  food, 
clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries,  for  those  21  persons,  an  average  of 
3/.  2*.  45^/.  for  each,  or  an  average  of  1*.  2^^/.  per  head  per  week,  the  lowest 
family  having  only  1*.  \^d.,  and  the  highest  1*.  5d.  per  head  per  week.  Thus 
those  families,  by  being  thrown  on  their  own  resources  by  the  operation  of  the  new 
Poor  Law,  have  had  their  means  of  living  reduced  in  money  from  I  s.  Sd.  per 
head  per  week  in  1834  to  1  *.  2|  d.  per  head  per  week  in  1837,  notwithstanding 
the  work  of  those  three  men  has  been  increased,  as  independent  labourers,  from 
an  aggregate  of  39  weeks  in  1834  to  an  aggregate  of  142  weeks  in  1837.  But, 
take  the  command  that  money  has  over  bread  in  those  two  years,  the  condition  of 
those  labourers  is  shown  to  be  still  more  deteriorated  ;  the  average  price  of  w  heat 
being  in  1834,  46*.  2d.  per  quarter,  and  in  1S37,  55*.  9^.  per  quarter  ;  so  that 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  l^t'  net  income  of  those  three  labourers  and  their  families,  17  persons,  would  buy 

them  32  quarters  of  wheat  in  1834,  being  9G5  pints  for  each  person,  or  1S|  pints 

3  April  1838.  of  wheat  per  head  per  week,  whereas  their  net  income  in  1837,  beino;  then  21 
persons,  would  purchase  them  only  '2'Sl  quarters  of  wheat,  being  573  pints  for 
each  person,  or  11  pints  of  wheat  per  head  per  week  ;  that  is  a  reduction  of  41 
per  cent. 

67,52.  Choirmau.']  What  number  of  persons  do  you  say  were  maintained  in 
1834  in  Odell's  family? — In  1834  there  were  six  in  family,  the  man,  the  wife  and 
four  children. 

f'T.'J.S-  Then  the  number  of  his  family  had  increased  by  one  child  in  1837  ?  — 
Yes,  there  is  an  increase  of  one. 

6754.  What  was  the  age  of  the  eldest  of  Odell's  children  in  1834? — 
Twelve. 

67.5.>  It  is  now,  therefore,  16  ? — Yes. 

67.5(3.  What  was  the  age  of  Cox's  eldest  child  in  1834  ?  —Sixteen. 

67,57.  It  is  now,  therefore,  20  ? — Yes. 

6758.  Then  Cox's  eldest  child  has  been  for  several  years,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  above  the  age  at  which  the  father  is 
answerable  for  its  maintenance  ? — Yes,  but  I  take  them  as  they  are  ;  I  know,  ac- 
cording to  the  law,  the  father  is  not  answerable  for  the  maintenance ;  but  1  took 
the  wliole  family  living  together,  what  they  have  coming  in,  and  the  number  of 
the  family. 

67,59.  ^^^  }'°"  ^""^  aware  if  there  were  distress  in  that  family,  and  they  were 
placed  under  the  necessity  of  asking  for  parish  relief,  that  eldest  child  would  be 
in  a  situation  to  make  a  separate  application  for  herself  ?— Certainly, 
f  6760.  Do  you  know  what  the  earnings  of  that  eldest  child  were,  either  in  1834 

or  1837  ? — Not  distinctly;  when  we  asked  as  to  the  earnings  of  those  families,  we 
got  for  answer  what  they  would  make  a  week,  putting  all  together.  We  generally 
find  that  those  that  are  employed  in  plait,  when  they  have  paid  for  their  straw  and 
all  that,  will  earn  from  \s.  Gd.  to  2.S. 

6761.  You  did  not  ascertain  the  separate  earnings  of  the  children? — No. 

6762.  You  stated  that  the  earnings  of  Odell's  wife  and  family  were  10/.  8a'.  in 
1834  ?— Yes. 

6763.  And  in  1837,  that  their  earnings  were  the  same? — Yes. 

6764.  In  the  course  of  those  three  or  four  years  that  have  elapsed  would  not 
the  children,  having  grown  three  or  four  years  older,  earn  a  good  deal  more? — If 
they  were  as  well  paid  in  1837  for  their  labour  as  in  1834,  they  would  ;  but  the 
work  at  which  these  families  are  employed  is  not  so  well  paid  as  it  was  then. 

676.5.  But  still,  the  children  being  older,  you  state  their  earnings  on  the  whole 
to  be  thesame  in  1837  as  they  were  in  1834  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  impression,  from 
all  the  families  that  I  have  visited. 

6766.  Confine  yourself  to  Odell's  family  ;  you  state  their  earnings  in  1834  as 
in  1837?— Yes. 

6767.  With  regard  to  Cox's  family,  you  say  in  1834  they  earned  16/.  2  s.,  and 
in  1837  they  earned  10/.  Ss.,  look  to  your  amended  statement,  and  see  if  you 
state  the  earnings  of  Odell's  family  to  be  the  same  in  1837  as  in  1834,  and  whe- 
ther in  Cox's  family  the  earnings  are  in  1834,  16/.  2*.,  and  in  1837,  10/.  8  5.  ? — 
I  find  Cox's  family  is  16/.  2*.  in  1834,  and  in  1837,  10/.  8*. 

6768.  You  state  that  the  price  of  straw-plait  has  diminished  ;  you  state  that 
Odell's  family  earned  in  1837  only  the  same  sum  that  they  earned  in  1834,  and 
you  attribute  their  having  earned  no  more,  in  spite  of  the  increased  growth  of  the 
children  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  the  work  which  they  do ;  now,  with  regard  to 
Cox's  family,  you  state  that  they  earned  16  /.  2  s.  in  1834,  and  only  10  /.  8  s.  in 
1837;  how  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  Odell's  family  earned  the  same  in  1837 
as  in  1834,  and  Cox's  family  earned  5/.  14a-.  less? — I  will  explain  it;  the  eldest  of 
Cox's  family  is  a  boy ;  in  1834  he  is  included  with  the  earnings  of  the  family. 

6769.  Making  the  earnings  therefore  amount  to  16  /.  2s-  ? — Yes  ;  then  in  1837 
I  take  him  from  the  family,  and  put  him  into  the  table  of  labourers  as  a  labourer 
himself. 

6770.  Then  the  number  of  Cox's  family  has  not  increased  ? — Yes,  they  had  had 
two  little  children  in  the  time  between  1834  and  1837,  either  two  or  three  ;  but 
the  eldest  boy  of  Cox's  has  gone  out ;  he  is  20  years  of  age,  and  I  put  him  down  in 
my  table  of  labourers  as  a  labourer. 

6771.  Does 
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G77 1 .  Does  he  live  with  the  family  ?— He  does,  but  he  pays  his  mother  so  much    Mr.  James  Tumer. 
a  week.  

6772.  The  eldest  boy  at  Cox's  is  out  at  work  ? — Yes.  3  April  1838. 

6773.  He  was  not  out  at  work  in  1834? — In  1834  he  was  numbered  with  the 
rest  of  the  children,  he  being  IG  years  of  age. 

6774.  And  his  earnings  were  included  in  the  16  I.  2  s.?  —Yes. 

6775.  What  does  he  now  earn? — Seven  shillings  a  week. 

6776.  He  resides  with  his  father? — Yes. 

6777.  Mr.  Fidden.]  In  the  number  of  the  family  that  boy  is  not  counted  ? — Not 
in  the  latter  instance. 

6778.  Chairman.^  Do  you  know  %vhat  he  pays  his  mother .' — I  do  not;  when 
they  used  to  say  to  us,  "Such  an  one  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  ;  they  pay  us  so 
much  ;   we  did  not  often  ask  them  how  much;  but  his  earnings  are  7  *.  a  week." 

(i779.  Mr.  FieUen.]  You  observe  in  that  table  a  great  falling  off  in  the  income 
of  those  three  labourers,  in  their  command  of  the  necessaries  of  life  ? — I  do,  a 
very  great  falling  off. 

("1780.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  other  labourers  in  the  parish  of  Westoning 
will  be  pretty  nearly  on  a  par  with  those  labourers,  whose  circumstances  you  have 
represented  ? — I  believe  those  labourers  were  not  chosen  out  as  being  peculiar  from 
the  other  labourers;  I  believe  they  will  be  a  very  fair  criterion  of  the  labourers  in 
that  parish. 

6781.  Any  trifling  difference  that  may  appear,  will  not,  in  your  opinion,  show 
a  very  diftl-rent  result  ? — 1  do  not  believe  it  will ;  there  may  be  a  trifling  diflerence 
according  to  the  situation  of  families,  but  I  believe  upon  the  whole  the  result  will 
be  somewhere  near  what  these  are. 

O782.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  same  state  of  things  will  be  found  to  exist 
amongst  the  labourers  in  the  Union  of  Anipthill  generally? — A\'ith  the  exception 
of  about  three  or  four  parishes,  I  think  these  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  sample  of  all 
the  rest. 

6783.  There  were  labourers  in  the  parish  of  Westoning,  and  I  suppose  in  other 
parishes  as  Mell,  that  were  constantly  employed  in  1834,  and  constantly  employed  ' 
in  1837? — Th(:rc  were. 

(5784.  But  these  three  labourers,  that  you  have  given  in  a  tabular  statement  of, 
were  only  partially  employed  in  1834,  and  only  partially  employed  in  1837? — 
'J  hey  were. 

(178.5.  -Mr.  Hndges.]  Did  you  find  that,  in  the  parishes  which  you  visited,  the 
condition  cf  ihe  labouring  class  has  been  rendered  worse,  owing  to  the  depressed 
state  of  the  straw-plait  business  ? — They  are  worse  off  on  that  account ;  but  there 
seems  to  be  a  general  decline  in  all  their  circumstances. 

C786.  Did  you  learn  that  it  was  likely  to  be  a  temporary  or  probably,  a  per- 
manent depression  in  their  trade  ? — It  does  not  appear  as  if  it  were  temporary, 
from  all  the  information  that  I  can  gather. 

6787.  Mr.  Fie/(/e/i.]  That  table  applies  to  those  that  were  not  constantly  employed 
in  either  year? — Two  of  those  labourers  had  52"'Weeks'  employment  in  1837,  but 
they  had  not  constant  employment  in  1834. 

6788.  Then,  the  representation  made  in  that  table  will  be,  as  you  believe,  a 
pretty  correct  representation  of  those  who  were  partially  employed  in  1834,  and 
partially  employed  in  1837? — I  believe  it  is,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  for  any  man 
to  get  at  the  truth ;  1  have  taken  great  pains  with  it. 

6-jSg.  Docs  the  number  of  those  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  who  have  not  had  con- 
stant employment,  considerably  exceed  those  who  have  had  constant  employment 
in  both  those  years  ? — It  does  considerably. 

6700.  You  will  hereafter  be  prepared  with  a  statement  of  those  who  had  con- 
stant employment  in  both  years  i — Ves  ;  I  have  a  table  of  those  who  had  constant 
work  in  1834  and  in  1837  ;  I  have  made  them  separately  from  those  casually  em- 
ployed, and  I  shall  be  able  to  lay  both  tables  before  the  Committee. 

6791.  Seeing  this  falling  off  in  their  means  of  procuring  subsistence,  you  are 
not  surprised  that  you  have  found  very  severe  distress  existing  among  those 
families? — Not  at  all. 

0792.  You  gave  an  instance,  in  your  evidence  the  other  day,  of  a  poor  woman 
who  had  died,  owing,  as  it  was  thought,  to  medical  relief  not  being  afforded  her 
in  sufticient  time? — That  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  people  in  the  neio-hbourhood 
where  the  circumstance  happened,  that  if  she  had  had  medical  relief  earlier  it 
would  have  been  better  ;  whether   she  would  have  died  if  she  had  had  medical 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  relief  earlier  I  am  not  prepared  to  say;  but  that  slie  had  not  medical  relief  early, 
_^^ —       and  that  she  did  die,  tliose  two  facts  I  am  prepared  to  prove. 

3  April  1838.  ^793-   C/i(iin/ia//.]   Do  you  know  the  wages  that  tlie  husband  of  that  woman 

was  reccivint^? — I  do;  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  harvest-month  ;  he  had  had  for 
that  harvest-month  31.  \5s.  ;  he  was  not  regularly  employed  ;  he  had  been  out  of 
work  previous  to  harvest  for  a  very  considerable  time,  but  he  had  been  having  the 
harvest-month;  he  was  behind  with  his  rent,  and  his  wife  was  very  anxious  that 
he  should  pay  the  rent,  for  they  were  threatened  to  have  their  little  furniture  taken 
away  for  rent,  if  they  did  not  pay  it;  and  with  his  harvest-money  they  paid  the 
rent  ;  that  happened  a  few  days  before  she  was  confined,  and  the  day  she  was 
confined  she  had  nothing  in  the  house  but  a  bit  of  bread. 

6794.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Have  you  any  more  cases  of  individual  suffering,  which  you 
wish  to  state  to  the  Committee,  that  you  have  been  made  accjuaintcd  with  during 
your  survey  in  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — I  have  ;  and  in  the  letter  which  I  published 
in  the  "  Northern  Star,"  and  which  the  Chairman  read  to  me  the  otlier  day,  I 
mentioned  the  case  of  a  woman  having  lost  her  life  under  very  distressing  circum- 
stances ;  I  published  that  letter  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  fact ;  the  Commissioners  at  Somerset  House  copied  the  letter,  and 
sent  it  down  to  the  boards  of  guardians  of  Aniptliill,  Woburn  and  Bedford,  with  a 
request  that  they  would  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  statements  made  in  that  letter  ; 
to  this  day  the  truth  has  never  been  inquired  into,  for  I  have  never  been  oBicially 
asked  for  the  name  of  that  individual  ;  I  did  not  publish  the  name  in  that  letter. 

6795.  Will  you  give  the  name  of  the  woman  whom  you  are  alluding  to? — I 
will ;  her  name  is  Ruth  Cole. 

6796.  This  is  the  paragraph  to  which  you  allude,  "  One  poor  woman,  near  to 
where  I  am,  was  confined  some  time  ago;  inflammation  ensued  ;  the  officers  of  the 
union  were  applied  to,  but  there  was  such  a  number  of  individuals  to  be  seen 
before  she  could  have  any  medical  relief  that  at  last  a  gentleman  sent  for  a  doctor 
at  his  own  expense,  but  too  late  ;  the  poor  woman  died  a  victim  to  tlie  ill-working 
system  ;  this  fact  I  had  from  the  vicar  of  the  parish  ?"'  — That  is  the  paragraph. 

6797.  Will  you  state  the  facts,  from  the  information  that  you  received,  relative 
to  Ruth  Cole  ? — Ruth  Cole  had  been  in  a  very  poor  way  during  the  time  that 
she  was  with  child  ;  she  was  confined  on  Friday  morning  at  three  o'clock ;  for 
several  hours  after  she  was  confined  she  was  found  to  be  going  on  as  well  or 
better  than  any  of  them  could  have  anticipated,  considering  what  she  had  under- 
gone before  ;  about  1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  she  was  seized  with  very  violent 
pains,  so  much  so,  that  no  one  scarcely  could  bear  to  be  near  her,  her  sufferings  were 
so  great;  this  man,  his  wife  having  been  poorly  so  long,  and  he  having  two  chil- 
dren, though  he  was  in  work,  had  no  money  to  get  a  doctor;  they  applied  to  an 
overseer  whose  name  is  Phillips  (and  in  whose  house  I  was  on  Sunday  last)  for 
a  doctor  ;  he  said  he  could  not  give  one  himself,  but  he  would  go  with  them  to  a 
farmer,  a  very  worthy  man  in  the  parish  (if  it  is  necessary  1  will  give  his  name), 
and  he  gave  him  a  note  to  go  to  the  relieving  officer,  a  distance  of  nearly  three 
miles  ;  it  is  better  than  two  miles  and  a  half  to  Ampthill  from  this  Steppingley 
parish  ;  when  they  got  there  they  had  to  wait  for  the  relieving  officer  about  two 
hours  ;  the  husband  told  him  the  situation  in  which  she  was ;  he  would  not 
order  her  a  doctor  at  all ;  the  husband  went  back  again,  and  her  pain  was  in- 
creasing, and  she  begged  of  them,  her  expression  was,  "  For  God's  sake  do  get 
me  a  doctor,  or  I  shall  die."  They  went  again  to  the  same  gentleman,  and  he 
saw  the  case  was  such  that  he  sent  the  man  to  Ampthill  again  for  the  doctor,  and 
said  that  he  would  pay  him ;  the  doctor  came  that  evening,  about  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  but  she  died  at  three  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

6798.  Air.  Liddcll.'\  At  what  hour  was  the  doctor  first  sent  for? — The  husband 
went  about  12  o'clock  in  tlie  day,  but  he  did  not  see  the  relieving  officer  till  about 
three  in  the  afternoon. 

6790.  C/i(iir?7!a7i.]  Was  this  labourer  in  employment  at  the  time  ? — He  was. 

6800.  Do  you  know  what  wages  he  was  earning  ? — Either  8*.  or  9.S.,  I  am  not 
sure  which. 

6801.  What  family  had  he? — Two  children. 

6802.  The  wife  was  taken  seriously  ill  ?  — She  had  been  very  unwell  during 
the  time  of  her  child-bearing. 

6803.  Would  it  n.it  be  the  practice,  generally,  that  a  man  so  circumstanced 
would  provide  his  own  medical  attendance  ? — Under  the  old  law  this  man  would 
have  had  a  doctor. 

6804.  As 
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C804.  As  you  were  informed  ? — As  I  was  informed,  and  as  I  believe.  Mr.  Jame$  Turner. 

6805.  The  man  applied  to  the  overseer  r — Yes.  

O806.  And  the  overseer  told  Iiim  that  he  could  not  give  him  an  order? — Yes.  3  April  1838. 

6807.  Do  you  know  that  the  overseer  has  positive  instructions  to  give  orders 
in  urgent  cases  which  require  it? — I  do  know  it,  Vjut  the  overseers  do  not  know 
it  themselves. 

6808.  Are  you  aware  that  a  circular  letter  has  been  sent  'to  all  the  over- 
seers in  the  Anipthill  Union,  instructing  them  upon  that  point? — He  told 
me  that  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  the  power ;  but  the  reason  for  his  not 
relieving  was,  that  he  had  relieved  a  person,  under  some  circumstances  which  I 
am  not  in  a  condition  to  speak  to,  a  few  weeks  before,  and  had  the  money  to 
pay  out  of  his  own  pocket;  it,  therefore,  made  him  cautious  about  giving  an 
order. 

fiSoq.  Are  you  aware  that  a  circular  printed  letter  is  sent  to  every  parish  in  the 
Ampthill  Union,  desiring  the  overseers  to  give  medical  orders  in  cases  where 
they  are  required  ? — I  believe  such  orders  have  been  given. 

6810.  Had  this  overseer  received  any  such  order? — I  do  not  know;  but  when 
1  asked  him  about  this,  on  Sunday  last,  this  was  his  explanation. 

681 1.  The  overseer  directed  the  man  to  a  farmer? — He  went  with  him  himself 
to  the  farmer. 

6812.  What  authority  had  the  farmer  ? — He  was  a  man  very  much  respected 
in  that  neighbourhood,  and  a  large  rate-payer,  and  he  thought  if  this  farmer  gave 
an  order  it  would  be  more  attended  to. 

681.3.  Mr.  Scropc.']  You  say,  under  the  old  law  a  doctor  would  have  been 
allowed;  who  would  have  allowed  that  doctor, — the  overseer? — In  most  cases 
they  gave  the  doctor  so  much  to  attend  to  the  poor  cases  in  the  parish,  and  he 
attended  the  cases  that  he  was  ordered  by  the  overseer ;  and  the  overseer  seeing 
this  was  a  case  of  necessity,  would  have  given  an  order,  for  he  went  with  the 
man  to  get  one. 

<)8i4.  Therefore,  under  the  old  law,  it  would  have  been  the  same  person  who 
had  the  power  of  ordering  medical  attendance  who  in  this  case  refused  to  give 
an  order  ?— Because  he  did  not  believe  that  he  had  the  power  to  do  so,  and  he 
was  afraid  of  getting  into  difficulties,  and  in  order  to  escape  that,  he  went  with 
the  man  to  this  farmer,  the  largest  rate-payer  in  the  parish. 

6815.  But  you  know  that  the  overseer  lias  the  same  power,  under  the  new  law, 
of  exercising  a  discretion,  as  he  had  under  the  old? — I  know  that,  but  I  do  not 
believe  he  knows  it. 

(181 6.  Is  it  not  his  duty  to  know  it? — It  is  ;  but  I  am  prepared  with  instances 
in  which  overseers  have  given  orders,  and  they  have  not  been  attended  to ;  not 
in  that  parish,  but  in  that  union. 

C81  7.  This  was  not  a  case  of  that  kind  ? — It  was  not 

()8i8.  I\Ir.  F/dcJeii.]  But  the  overseer  having  before  given  relief,  without  hav- 
ing been  refunded  for  such  relief,  it  made  him  cautious  in  this  instance  of  giving 
any  order? — I  have  a  statement  that  that  was  tlie  reason  why  he  did  not  do  so. 

()8i().  C/iairnian.]  You  state  that  Ruth  Cole's  husband  was  in  work  at  the 
time? — Yes,  he  had  8s.  or  9*.  a  week. 

6820.  Do  you  know  that  he  had  two  or  three  sons  at  work  also? — It  would  be 
rather  curious  if  he  had,  for  he  is  about  27  years  of  age. 

6821.  What  age  was  his  wife? — About  the  same  age  ;  this  washer  second 
child,  and  during  the  time  that  she  had  been  with  child,  she  had  sutfercd  a  great 
deal,  and  it  made  him  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  get  a  doctor  in  this  case 
of  extremity. 

6822.  Mr.  Walilci/.}  How  soon  did  she  die  after  her  delivery  ? — Twenty-four 
hours. 

6823.  She  had  no  medical  man  ? — The  medical  man's  assistant  came  at  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  but  the  rate-payer,  to  whom  I  alluded,  paid  the  doctor;  he  did 
not  come  as  from  the  parish,  nor  is  the  case  entered  in  the  parish  books. 

6824.  So  that  the  assistant  of  the  medical  practitioner  saw  her  for  the  first 
time  si.\  hours  before  she  died  ? — That  is  my  information. 

0825.  Mr.  Fichk'u.]  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  relieving  officer  when  applied 
to  for  medical  relief  for  this  poor  woman,  refused  to  give  it? — I  am  sure  that  he 
refused  it,  at  least,  I  am  sure  that  the  husband  told  me  so,  so  late  as  Sunday  last. 

682(.).  If  the  overseer  could  have  given  relief  to  this  poor  woman,  could  not  the 
relieving  officer  have  done  so  likewise  ? — Certainly  he  could. 

273.  A  3  68^7.   But 
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Mr.  Juiiies  Turver.       oSij.  But  the  relievinfr  officer  neglected  the  application,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear 

• —      to  the  application  both  of  the  farmer  and  the  husband  of  the  woman,  and  tiie  over- 
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'  seerr — He  did. 

6828.  C/niirmat}.]  By  saying  that  he  neglected  the  application,  do  you  mean 
that  the  relieving  officer  took  no  notice,  or  that,  the  case  being  explained  to  him, 
he  said  it  was  not  a  case  in  which  he  would  be  justified  in  giving  relief? — I  mean 
that  when  the  application  was  made  to  him,  when  a  note  was  carried  to  him  from 
this  gentleman,  he  would  not  attend  to  it,  and  he  did  not  attend  to  it;  he  neglected 
or  refused,  if  refused  will  do  better,  to  give  an  order. 

6829.  Are  all  the  labourers  who  are  in  employment,  and  in  receii)t  of  the  ordi- 
nary wages  of  the  district,  in  the  habit  of  having  medical  relief  paid  for  them  or 
not  ? — I  do  not  know. 

6830.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  the  case  in  1834  that  the  labourer,  what- 
ever might  be  his  earnings  and  the  state  of  his  circumstances,  received  medical 
relief? — That  is  my  information,  that  if  they  were  poor,  and  could  not  get  a  doctor 
themselves,  they  had  one  from  the  parish. 

6831.  What  line  was  drawn  in  1S34  between  those  who  were  entitled  to  medical 
relief,  and  tliose  who  were  not? — I  am  not  able  to  answer  that  question  ;  but  it 
was  in  reference  to  that,  and  other  circumstances  that  I  stated,  that,  let  a  man  have 
a  sick  wife  and  sick  children,  he  will  have  no  relief 

6832.  You  cannot  say  what  line  was  drawn  in  1834?— No,  I  cannot;  only 
those  people  say  that  if  it  had  been  before  this  new  law  was  passed,  they  should 
have  had  a  doctor. 

6833.  Mr.  Fieldcn.^  Do  you  know  whether  the  man  was  in  full  employment  at 
the  time,  and  had  been  for  some  time  back  ? — I  believe  he  had  been  some  months, 
but  I  am  not  sure  how  long;  but  that  he  was  in  full  employment,  at  either  8.?.  or 
g,y.,  I  will  not  say  which. 

6834.  You  have  now  made  out  two  cases  of  the  deaths  of  women  in  childbed, 
and  you  believe  that  the  information  you  have  received  relative  to  those  cases  is 
true  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  stated. 

683.5.  Have  you  any  other  cases  of  hardship  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  which  you 
wish  to  hring  before  this  Committee? — I  have  a  great  many.  In  the  same  parish, 
Steppinglcy,  there  is  a  woman  of  the  name  of  Susan  Bunker,  a  widow,  40  years 
of  age  ;  she  had  two  boys,  one  was  aged  15,  the  other  11  ;  this  woman  makes 
lace;  her  eyes  are  very  bad;  and  at  lace-making,  when  the  e3'es  are  bad, 
they  cannot  earn  much  ;  the  eldest  of  those  boys  was  sick,  and  evidently  going  in 
a  dechne  ;  she  applied  to  the  board  for  a  doctor  for  him  ;  she  was  not  allowed  one. 

f)83fi.  Cliairman.']  When  did  she  apply  to  the  board? — One  of  her  applica- 
tions was  in  July  last.  I  find  she  applied  in  July,  and  told  Marshall  that  her 
son  was  dying ;  and  Marshall  would  not  let  her  go  up-stairs. 

6837.  Mr.  Fiddcn.']  Will  you  state  the  case  of  this  family,  at  the  time  you  are 
alluding  to  ? — She  applied  to  the  board  ;  she  took  hun  with  her  ;  they  asked  her 
what  she  wanted;  she  said  she  wanted  some  help,  she  wanted  a  doctor  for  her  son; 
they  told  her  they  could  not  do  any  thing  for  her,  she  must  come  into  the  house  ; 
she  did  not  like  to  do  this,  and  went  away.  She  went  a  second  time  ;  her  son  got 
worse,  but  they  again  refused  her.  In  July  her  son  got  much  worse,  and  was 
near  dying  ;  she  went  a  third  time,  but  on  that  occasion  she  told  Marshall  her 
son  was  dying;  he  would  not  let  her  go  up-stairs  ;  she  went  home,  and  in  August 
the  boy  died. 

6838.  Chairman.^  You  are  quite  sure  that  this  woman  told  you  that  she  had 
made  application  to  the  board  ? — I  am. 

f)839.  You  cannot  state  the  dates  at  which  she  made  application  ?— No;  I  do 
not  remember  particularly  the  day. 

6840.  According  to  your  impression,  what  was  the  time  ? — It  would  appear  to 
be  about  July ;  the  bov  dies  in  August,  and  she  makes  application  a  few  weeks 
previous  ;  that  would  be  in  July. 

6841.  Does  she  state  that  she  made  application  a  few  months  previous  to  his 
death  ? — Yes. 

6S42.  There  is  no  insertion  of  her  name  in  the  application-book  of  the  union, 
for  that  quarter? — Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  refer  to  the  quarter  before  ? 

6843.  I  refer  to  the  previous  quarter  ending  the  24th  June  1S37,  and  I  find  in 
that  quarter  an  application,  "  Bunker,  William,  aged  64  ;"  "  Bunker,  Hannah, 
aged  52;"  and  then  "  Daniel  Henry  and  Rachael  Bunker;"  who  appeared  to  be 

-     •  the 
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the  children  of  William  and  Hannah   Bunker  ;  those  will  be  different  parties? —  Ur.  James  Turner. 

6844.  I  find  "  Bunker  Judith,  aged  28?"— That  is  not  she.  ^  ^''"^  '^^^" 

6845-  Mr.  /lodges.]  You  stated  that  she  made  an  application   to  the  board  ; 

did  she  make  an  application  to  the  relieving  officer? — The  manner  in  which  those 

things  arc  done  is  this:  the  people  come  to  the  workhouse;  there  is  an  ante-room  ; 

their  names  are  taken  down  in  this  ante-room,  and  all  those  people  are  introduced 

to  the  board. 

6846.  Chairman^  That  is,  the  names  are  taken  down  of  all  who  come  to  make 
application? — That  I  do  not  know;  if  the  relieving  officer  says  they  shall  not  go 
up-stairs,  I  presume  he  does  not  put  their  names  down. 

6847.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  that  the  relieving  officer  takes  it  upon  himself 
to  say,  whether  the  parties  shall  be  permitted  to  go  before  the  board  or  not  ? — 
I  am  ;  when  I  make  use  of  that  expression,  I  do  it  guardedly  ;  I  will  give  the 
names  of  individuals  who  have  come  distances  to  the  workhouse,  and  have  never 
been  before  the  board,  and  the  board  have  never  known  that  they  came. 

6848.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  that  in  those  instances,  or  in  any  others 
within  your  knowledge,  the  parties,  having  come  to  the  workhouse  for  the  purpose 
of  making  an  application,  have  been  prevented  from  making  that  application  by 
the  relieving  officer? — I  am  prepared  to  give  you  the  names,  and  every  circum- 
stance connected  witli  it ;  and  that  is  the  statement  I  received  from  them,  and  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  it. 

6840.  That  tliey  have  been  prevented  from  making  their  application  to  the 
board  by  the  interference  of  the  relieving  officer  ? — That  is  my  information. 

()85().  Mr.  Hodges.]  Do  you  mean  prevented  by  him  or  omitted  by  him?  — 
I  said  prevented. 

6851.  Mr.  Scrape.]  Are  you  aware  that  in  those  cases  to  which  you  refer, 
a  previous  application  had  been  made  by  the  parties  to  the  relieving  officer  on  a 
former  day  ?  —  Some  had  not  made  previous  applications. 

6852.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  the  general  rule,  that  applications  for  relief 
must  be  made  to  the  relieving  officer  before  they  arc  made  directly  to  the  board, 
in  order  that  he  may  by  previous  inquiry  ascertain  tlie  facts  of  the  case? — It 
cannot  be  made  to  the  board  without  the  relieving  officer's  consent. 

C853.  C/iainiKDi.]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  no  ap])lication  can  be  made  to 
the  board  without  the  relieving  officer's  consent  ? — I  state  that. 

6854.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Do  you  mean  that  by  the  law  that  cannot  be  done,  or  by 
the  practice  of  this  particular  union? — I  mean  that  the  relieving  officer  takes  the 
names  of  all  parties,  and  hands  them  up  to  the  board,  and  that  the  persons  are 
not  called  before  the  board,  unless  the  relieving  officer  takes  down  their  names 
first. 

GS.55.  Does  he  omit  some  names? — He  does  ;  they  come  a  great  distance, 
and  they  do  not  go  up,  and  he  tells  them  they  had  no  need  to  go  up,  and  they 
may  go  home. 

6856.  Mr.  Hodges.]  When  the  people  told  you  that  the  relieving  officer  pre- 
vented them  from  going  up  to  the  board,  did  they  describe  in  what  way  he  pre- 
vented them? — Yes  ;  he  said,  "  What  do  you  want?"  "  I  want  to  go  before  the 
board  ;"  "  You  may  go  home  ;  nothing  done  for  you  to-day." 

6857.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Are  you  quite  certain  that  the  conduct  of  the  relieving- 
officer  has  been  such  as  you  describe,  to  the  parties  who  had  on  a  previous  day 
made  application  to  him,  and  told  him  that  they  intended  to  appear  before  the 
board  ?  -  I  am  not  ;  I  do  not  know  tiiat  that  is  applied  to  persons  that  have  seen 
him  three  or  four  days  before,  and  given  him  notice;  but  they  came  to  the  board; 
and  this  is  the  point :  they  are  ordered  to  go  to  the  board  by  the  guardians,  and 
when  they  come  there,  they  are  not  allowed  to  go  up-stairs  to  see  the  guardians. 

()8.'-)8.  When  you  say  they  are  ordered  to  go  to  the  board  by  the  guardians, 
what  do  you  mean? — 1  mean  tliut  the  guardian  of  the  parish  will  order  such  a 
person  to  come  there,  and  the  poor  people  think  that  the  guardian  will  represent 
the  case  to  the  board  ;  in  one  instance  a  poor  woman  who  was  in  extreme  dif- 
ficulties, I  believe,  applied  to  the  guardian  of  the  parish  to  which  she  bclon<i-ed, 
and  he  told  her  to  come  to  the  board  on  a  certain  day,  and  she  did  '^0,  and  tra- 
velled six  miles,  and  she  was  not  allowed  to  go  before  the  board. 

0850-  Do  you  believe  that  she  had  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  before  ? — I 
do  not  know. 

273.  A  4  6860.  Do 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       68G0.   Do  not  you  know  that  the  relieving  officer  is  appointed  in  order  to  make 

"  inquiry  into  the  cases  wliich  are  to  come  before  the  board  ? — I  know  that  he  is 

3  April  1838.       instructed  to  do  that, 

0861.  And  it  would  be  in  consequence  of  that  instruction  tliat  applications 
which  had  not  been  previously  made  to  the  relieving  officer  should  not  be  heard 
by  the  board  ? — I  think  that  the  poor  people  tliat  came  so  far  to  tell  their  story,  if 
they  are  not  aware  that  they  should  first  have  made  application  to  the  relieving 
officer,  and  came  there  from  ignorance,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  make  their  statements 
to  the  board. 

7St)2.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Did  any  of  those  persons  tell  you  that  the  relieving  officer 
said  "You  must  mention  your  case  to  me  another  day,  and  I  will  inquire  into  it?" 
—No. 

68C3.  Sir  T.  Fremantle.]  Is  it  not  generally  known  that  the  board  would  not 
entertain  a  personal  application  till  the  parties  have  applied  to  the  relieving  officer? 
— I  do  not  think  it  is. 

6864.  How  long  has  this  district  been  in  union? — Two  years. 

686.5.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Do  not  the  poor  people  imagine  that  the  application  to  the 
guardian  of  their  parish  is  sufficient? — They  do. 

6866.  Mr.  Scrape.']  If  that  imagination  was  to  enter  into  their  heads,  the  fact 
that  two  or  three  parties  had  walked  to  the  board  and  had  been  refused  permission 
to  go  before  the  board,  in  consequence  of  not  having  applied  to  the  relievin<; 
officer,  would  be  enough  to  put  an  end  to  that  imagination  ? — Yes  ;  but  when 
their  neighbour  has  been  treated  so  their  impression  is,  that,  whatever  their  cir- 
cumstances are,  it  is  of  no  use  going  to  the  board. 

6867.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Do  you  not  think  that  the  poor  people  are  excusable  for 
showing  this  ignorance  of  the  law,  when  the  guardians  themselves,  who  sit  at  the 
board  and  administer  the  law,  tell  them  to  come  to  the  board,  and  do  not  state  the 
necessity  of  their  applying  to  the  relieving  officer  r — I  do. 

6868.  Sir  T.  Fremantle.]  Can  you  state  the  name  of  any  guardian  who  mis- 
led the  people  by  telling  them  that  they  could  come  before  the  board  without 
having  made  previous  application  to  the  relieving  officer  ? — I  can  ;  I  will  give 
you  the  particulars,  the  circumstances,  and  all  connected  with  it ;  Sarah  BilJington 
is  a  widow  GO  years  of  age ;  she  lives  iu  the  parish  of  Cranfield,  but  belongs  to  the 
parish  of  Lidington. 

686g.  Chairman.]  Are  both  of  those  parishes  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ? — • 
They  are  :  she  has  very  bad  eyes  ;  she  is  nearly  blind  ;  she  came  from  Cranfield 
on  the  5th  of  January  of  this  year. 

6870.  Sir  T.  Fremantle.]  Had  she  made  previous  application  to  the  relieving 
officer? — I  am  not  aware  ;  she  was  at  that  time  receiving  1  .v.  i')d.  a  week  ;  she  is  a 
widow  of  GG  years  of  age,  with  bad  eyes,  and  not  able  to  make  much  lace ;  if 
she  could  do  it  she  would  not  make  much  by  it ;  she  used  to  have  2*.  a  week, 
but  it  is  now  reduced  to  1  s.  6d.,  and  she  could  not  live  with  this  1  .v.  Gd. ;  she  is 
very  badly  off;  she  applied  to  the  guardian  of  the  parish  of  Lidington,  which  is 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  he  told  her  he  could  not  do  any  thing  for  her,  but  requested 
her  to  come  to  the  board  on  the  Thursday  ;  accordingly  she  went  from  Cranfield 
to  Ampthill,  six  miles,  and  when  she  got  there  she  was  refused  to  go  up-stairs. 

6871.  C/iaii^man]  Did  she  see  the  relieving  officer? — She  did. 

6S72.  Did  she  state  the  circumstance  to  the  relieving  officer?— I  believe  she 
did  ;  her  words  to  me  were,  "  I  wont  to  the  board  yesterday,"  I  saw  her  the  day 
following,  "  but  they  would  not  let  me  go  up-stairs  before  the  gentlemen." 

6873.  What  did  the  relieving  officer  say  to  her  ;  did  he  take  the  particulars  of 
her  case  ? — I  do  not  believe  that  he  did;  the  relieving  officer  saw  her  in  the 
waiting-room  of  the  union-house,  ready  to  make  her  application  to  the  board  ; 
she  had  waited  there  for  some  time  ;  he  asked  her  what  she  wanted;  she  said  she 
wanted  to  go  before  the  board,  she  could  not  live  on  this  Is.  Gd.  a  week  ;  and  he 
would  not  let  her  go  up. 

6874.  Did  he  take  the  particulars  of  her  case? — I  am  not  aware  that  he  did. 

6875.  Did  he  give  her  any  relief  for  that  week?— She  was  receiving  Is.  Gd. 
a  week. 

6876.  She  applied  for  additional  relief,  stating  that  Is.  Gd.  was  not  enough  to 
maintain  her? — Yes. 

6877.  Did  the  relieving  officer,  upon  hearing  that  statement,  give  her  any  addi- 
tional relief  for  the  week? — No,  not  any. 

6878.  Did 
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6878.  Did  he  desire  her  to  state  the  particulars  of  her  case  to  him,  and  make   Mr.  James  Turner. 
a  future  application  to  the  board  ? — He  did  noi ;  she  states  that  to  me.  ; 

6879.  ^•''  ^'*  -FremafUle.]   Do  you  know  whether  she  had  been  before  the  board       3  April  1838. 
on  a  former  occasion? — I  do  not. 

6880.  Mr.  Thomas  advised  her  to  apply  to  the  board.' — He  did;  1  subse- 
quently saw  Mr.  Thomas,  and  mentioned  the  case  to  him,  and  asked  him  about 
it;  he  said,  "I  told  her  to  come  on  such  a  day,  and  1  was  astonished  that  she 
did  not  come  ;"  I  showed  him  that  she  did  attend,  but  was  refused  to  go  before 
the  board  ;  he  said,  "  Will  you  make  a  written  statement  of  that,  and  I  will 
inquire  into  it ;"  I  subsequently  did  make  a  written  statement,  and  left  it  for  him, 
givint»  him  an  exact  account,  from  my  notes,  and  the  date,  and  so  on  ;  but  I  never 
heard  any  thing  more  of  it  from  him. 

6881.  Chairman.]  Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Thomas  afterwards?- — I  did  not,  but 
1  have  seen  Sarah  Biilington,  and  she  receives  only  1  .s.  Gd.  still 

6882.  Sir  T.  Frcmantle.]  Has  she  made  application  to  the  relieving  officer,  so 
as  to  have  her  name  [)laced  in  the  application-book,  and  then  to  make  application 
to  the  board  r^ — -I  saw  her  on  the  17th  of  February,  and  she  had  not  then,  neither 
had  she  been  to  the  board  nor  made  any  other  application  than  she  did  on  the 
2d  of  January ;   I  desired  her  to  do  so  ;   whether  she  did  I  cannot  say. 

6883.  Can  you  state  any  instances  in  which  the  board  have  refu,sed  to  receive 
the  personal  application  of  a  poor  person,  when  the  name  of  the  poor  person  was 
entered  in  the  application-book  as  having  previously  aj)plied  to  the  relieving 
officer? — I  cannot;  I  believe  in  all  instances,  when  the  name  has  gone  up  before 
the  board,  their  cases  have  been  judged  of,  and  they  have  decided  according 
to  their  opinions. 

6884.  Chairman.]  Can  you  state  any  instances  in  which  a  party  has  made  appli- 
cation to  have  his  name  put  in  the  list,  and  the  relieving  officer  has  neglected  or 
refused  to  do  so? — Those  poor  people,  when  they  come  so  far,  are  ignorant  that 
they  should  make  application  to  the  relieving  officer  first ;  and  the  consequence  is, 
when  their  names  are  taken  down  in  the  morning,  on  the  board-day,  and  any  come 
afterwards,  those  do  not  get  admittance  to  the  board. 

688,5.  The  relieving  officer  goes  to  every  j)arish  in  the  union  once  a  week,  does 
he  not? — I  believe  he  docs. 

6886.  Does  he  go  at  a  particular  hour  ? — He  does. 

6887.  Is  it  known  to  the  people  in  the  parish  at  what  time,  and  on  what  day,  he 
will  come  ? — I  believe  it  is. 

6888.  Would  it  not  be  in  the  power  of  those  persons  to  be  in  the  way  when  he 
comes,  in  order  to  make  application  to  him  ? — They  are  ;  and  they  are  told  that 
he  can  do  nothing  for  them. 

688q.  Do  you  mean,  when  the  parties  see  the  relieving  officer  in  their  respective 
parishes,  that,  upon  making  application  to  him,  they  are  told  by  him  that  he 
cannot  receieve  the  application   and  that  nothing  can  be  done? — Yes. 

6890.  \\'ill  you  name  any  in.stance  of  that? — James  Wilson,  in  the  parish  of 
Steppingley,  has  a  wife  and  two  children;  the  one  is  four  years  of  age,  the 
younger  one  is  about  a  year  and  a  half  old,  and  is  an  idiot,  and  gives  as  much 
trouble  as  a  baby ;  I  .state  this  to  show  the  condition  of  the  family  ;  this  man's 
wife  is  evidently  going  in  a  decline  ;  I  think  1  never  saw  a  person  requiring  medical 
aid  much  wor.se  than  she  does. 

6891.  What  are  the  earnings  of  the  hu.sband  ? — He  has  9*.  a  week;  his  wife 
requires  medical  assistance;  she  is  very  ill  indeed  ;  he  is  in  a  benefit  club,  but 
that  does  not  entitle  his  wife  to  any  thing,  only  himself;  he  applied  last  Monday 
but  one. 

6892.  To  whom? — To  Marshall,  the  relieving  officer. 

6893.  Where  did  he  apply?— In  his  own  parish;  when  the  relieving  officer 
came  round,  he  asked  the  relieving  officer  if  he  might  have  a  doctor,  for  his  wife 
was  very  ill,  and  she  has  l)ecn  .so  for  .some  time,  for  1  visited  her  about  three  months 
ago,  and  1  then  found  her  very  poorly,  and  she  is  getting  very  much  worse  ; 
he  applied  for  her  to  have  a  doctor,  but  she  could  not  have  one. 

6894.  What  did  the  relieving  officer  state  when  the  application  was  made? — 
The  husband  applied  on  Monday  to  Marshall  for  a  doctor,  but  he  said  "  No,  I 
cannot  give  you  one  ; '  and  the  poor  man  i>  not  in  a  situation  to  |iay  for  one. 

689/).  Did  the  relieving  officer  take  his  ap|)lication? — He  did  not ;  that  was  all 
that  passed. 

373  B  6896.  Did 
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Mr.  James  Turner.  68()().  Did  Wilson  ask  to  have  liis  nnnio  put  down  in  the  application-book  ? — 
3  April  1838  I  am  not  avvai-f  ;  tlir  poor  pcopli-  living  in  isolated  places  are  not  aware  of  the 
technicalities  of  asking  to  have  their  names  put  down  in  a  book. 

OSqj.  Sir  7'.  Frem(tulk.~\  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  board  are  in 
the  habit  of  receivin<T  personal  applications  from  the  paupers  on  their  weekly 
meetings? — They  do  receive  those  applications. 

68qS.   Do  you  know  what  number,  upon  the  average,  they  receive? — I  do  not. 

68()r).  Have  you  ever  seen  the  room  in  which  the  people  arc  waiting  on  the 
board  days? — I  have  not. 

60DO.  Chairman.^  Do  you  know  how  many  hours  the  board  sit? — Four  or  five 
hours. 

6901.  Sir  T.  Fraiiaulle.]  If  they  receive  personal  applications,  all  those  persons 
so  received  at  the  board  must  have  had  previous  knowledge  of  the  forms  which  it 
is  necessary  to  go  through? — If  they  have  that  knowledge  it  is  couuunnicated  to 
them  by  the  relieving  officer,  who  will  tell  them  what  form  they  must  go  through ; 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  the  relieving  officer  told  this  man  what  course  to 
pursue. 

6902,  C/iairman.]  This  law  has  been  two  years  in  operation  in  the  Union  of 
Ampthill  ?— Yes. 

()()03.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  practice  of  the  board  during  that  time  woidd 
sufficiently  have  informed  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of  the  forms  that  are  required  ? 
— It  has  not  informed  the  guardians  of  the  parish,  and  if  so,  I  apprehcntl  that  it 
would  not  inform  the  working  people. 

6904.  You  say  it  has  not  informed  the  guardians  of  the  parish,  and  you  in- 
stance Mr.  Thomas  ;  are  you  quite  certain  that  Mr.  Thomas  did  not  tell  the  poor 
woman  to  go  to  the  board  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  relieving  officer  ?^Her 
statement  to  me  was,  that  Mr.  Thomas  told  her  to  go  to  the  board  on  Thursday. 

6905.  Might  he  not  tell  her  ahso  to  go  to  a  place  where  she  might  fuid  the 
relicvine:  officer? — lam  not  aware  :  she  did  not  frive  me  that  information. 

C906.  Sir  T.  Fremaut/c]  Might  not  Mr.  Thomas  have  presumed  that  she  was 
aware  of  the  form  that  it  was  requisite  to  go  through  with  respect  to  seeing  the 
relieving  officer  ? — He  might. 

6907.  He  might  hastily  have  said  "  Go  to  the  board  on  Thursday,"  assuming 
that  she  would  ao  first  to  the  relievincr  officer  ? — He  might. 

6908.  Mr.  LiddtlL]  Do  you  know  what  the  forms  are  ? — I  do  not. 

6909.  Have  you  ever  made  inquiries  as  to  the  forms  and  technicalities  of  appli- 
cation to  the  board  ? — I  have  not  i)articularly  ;  I  did  not  know  till  very  lately 
that  the  relieving  officer  had  to  put  their  names  down  at  a  certain  time  in  the 
morning,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  poor  people  themselves  are  not  aware  of  it. 

6910.  Do  you  mean,  simply  from  the  case  of  James  Wilson  having  m.ade  an 
application  to  Marshall,  for  medical  assistance  for  his  wife,  which  was  refu.sed,  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  relieving  officer  to  say,  "  No,"  to  an  application  tliat  is 
made  to  him  ? — He  did  say  "  No." 

(h)\  1.  Mr.  Wakley.']  Is  it  the  sul)ject  of  complaint  by  the  poor  that  they  have  to 
go  so  far  before  they  see  the  board? — It  is  a  subject  of  complaint ;  but  it  is  a 
greater  subject  of  complaint  that  when  they  go  there,  they  are  not  seen  by  the 
board. 
»■  6912.  ^It.  Scropc.']  These  forms  and  technicalities,  that  you  refer  to,  amount 

to  this,  that  the  poor  man  is  required  to  make  application  to  the  relieving  officer 
before  he  applies  to  the  board,  in  sufficient  time  to  give  the  officer  an  opportu- 
nity of  inquiring  into  the  facts  of  the  case? — I  believe,  from  what  I  have  seen  of 
the  instructions  to  the  relieving  officers,  it  is  for  that  purpose. 

6913.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  understanding  the  forms  and  technicalities  to 
that  extent  ? — The  poor  people  do  not  understand  it. 

6914.  You  understand  that  technicality,  and  know  that  it  is  required? — I  did 
not  understand  it  till  lately. 

691,5.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  reasonable  form  to  require? — I  think  it  is.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  proper  steps  being  taken  ;  with  respect  to  the  case  of  every 
person  applying  for  relief,  I  think  it  very  proper  that  the  case  should  be  inves- 
tigated ;  but  if  a  person  makes  a  wrong  application,  I  think  they  should  be  put 
right,  and  it  should  be  explained  to  ihem  that  they  must  make  the  application  in 
such  and  such  a  manner,  and  at  such  a  time. 

(1916.  You  do  not  mean  that  they  should  be  admitted  by  the  board,  that  the 
time  of  the  board  should  be  consumed  in  reading  lectures  to  them  as  to  the  tech- 

liicalilies 
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nicalities  and  forms  to  be  complied  with  ? — No  ;  T  mean  that  if  tlie  relieving  officer  Mr.  Jamcs  Tuner. 

does  not  take  such  steps  with  James  Wilson,  it  is  too  much  power  in  the  hands        — - — 

of  any  person  to  have  the  sole  dictation  of  it.  ^"  *  ^ 

6917.  Mr.  FreshfieUl.]  Did  it  not  appear  to  you  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Thoma.s 
should  have  desired  the  woman  to  attend,  and  she  not  be  admitted  to  the  board.' 
—Yes. 

C918.  Have  you  made  application  to  Mr.  Thomas  respecting  this  case? — I 
have;  I  stated  to  Mr.  Thomas  the  facts,  and  he  remembered  having  seen  her, 
and  he  remembered  her  coming  to  him  and  asking  him  to  assist  her,  to  put  her 
in  the  way  how  to  gel  the  allowance  she  claimed  ;  and  he  said  that  he  was  aston- 
ished that  she  did  not  come  on  such  a  day.  I  told  him  that  she  did  come  and 
was  not  admitted  ;  and  he  desired  me  to  put  the  facts  down  in  writing ;  and  I  did 
so,  and  I  never  heard  from  him  afterwards. 

6919.  This  poor  woman  had  received  an  allowance  of  25.  a  week,  and  it  had 
been  reduced  to  \s.6d ,  and  she  had  received  that  for  one  year  and  a  half  ;  pro- 
bably she  went  to  Mr.  Thomas  to  induce  him  to  raise  her  allowance,  and  he  told 
her  he  could  do  nothing,  she  must  come  to  the  board  ? — Yes. 

6920.  The  mistake  is  in  his  telling  her  to  go  to  the  board,  and  not  to  the 
relievino:  othcer? — The  mistake  lies  in  tlie  board  not  seeintr  her. 

6921.  You  understand  that  many  poor  persons  are  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the 
board  of  guardians,  and  seeing  the  board? — Yes. 

G922.  Do  you  not  think  it  probable  that  a  number  of  persons  being  in  the 
habit  of  seeing  the  board,  would  make  it  notorious  to  their  neighbours  that  they 
might  see  the  board  if  they  took  proper  steps? — I  believe  they  might  see  the 
board,  but  this  is  not  a  solitary  instance  of  people  going  to  the  board  and  not 
being  allowed  to  go  up-stairs. 

6923.  Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  habits  of  the  poor,  do  you  think  any  thing  is 
more  likely  than  this,  that  if  one  person  should  complain  that  he  had  not  been 
permitted  to  see  the  board,  another  would  answer,  "  I  had  no  difficulty ;  I  saw  the 
board  last  Thursday"  ? — That  might  be. 

6924.  Chairman.^  At  what  time  did  this  woman  apply  ? — I  think  she  was  there 
at  the  end  of  the  day. 

6925.  Did  she  come  long  before  the  end  r — She  was  there  several  hours,  she 
stated,  but  how  many  hours  I  cannot  say. 

692(1.  Mr.  Waklei/.]  When  did  you  see  her  last? — The  17th  of  February. 

6927.  What  was  her  state  at  that  time  ? — She  is  living  in  lodgings  ;  she  "has  ^d. 
a  week  to  pay  for  her  lodgings,  and  she  is  trying  to  make  lace,  but  her  eyes  are 
so  bad,  that  she  says.  "  I  cannot  earn  6^.  a  week  at  it,  for  1  cannot  make  it  good, 
and  I  have  difficulty  in  making  any  thing  from  it." 

G92S.  How  did  she  explain  to  you  that  she  was  able  to  live  under  those  cir- 
cumstances ? — That  was  a  question  which  she  could  not  answer ;  but  chiefly 
on  bread. 

6929.  Sir  T.  Fremantlc]  Did  she  buy  her  own  fuel  ? — I  think  not;  she  pays 
3d.  a.  week ;  it  is  a  small  place  ;  I  have  no  account  of  any  fuel  ;  I  am  unable  .say. 
When  I  inquired  how  she  lived,  she  said,  "  I  get  some  bread,  and  burn  the  crust, 
and  pour  some  water  on  it;"  that  is  a  substitute  for  tea  or  cotlee. 

6930.  Mr.  LiddelL]  In  short,  she  was  pretty  nearly  starved? — Yes;  her 
appearance  would  show  it. 

C931.  Mr.  Scrope.]  She  had  the  option  of  going  into  the  workhouse ? — Yes; 
but  the  workhouse  is  what  they  do  not  like. 

6932.  She  would  not  have  been  starved  in  the  workhouse? — No,  but  slie 
would  have  been  shut  up  there. 

6933.  Mr,  Wuklai.]   Hud  she  been  offered  the  workhouse  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

6934.  Mr.  Ficldcn.]  Will  you  explain,  in  the  case  of  Susan  Bunker,  the  result 
of  refusing  medical  relief? — I  find  Susan  Bunker  applied  in  July,  but  she  did  not 
go  before  the  board. 

6935-  Chairman.^  To  whom  did  she  apply  ? — To  the  relieving  officer,  aiwl  she 
did  not  go  up-stairs;  and  in  August,  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  this  boy  of  hers 
died  ;  and  she  then  went  to  ask  for  something  to  bury  him,  something  towards 
the  funeral  expenses. 

6936.  Mr.  Fiddai.]  To  whom  did  she  go  ? — To  Marshall  ;  they  allowed  her  a 
coffin. 

^937-  Chairman.}  Did  you  not  state  in  your  letter,  that  the  poor  were  not 
allowed  coffins  ? — I  did  not  say  any  thing  about  coffins. 

27;v  B  2  693S.  You 
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Mr.  James  Turner.        6938.  You  said  the  poor  must  bury  tlieir  own  dead?— Yes,  and  so  tliey  must 
~T — I    g.  g       in  some  instances  ;    a  coftin  is  not  allowed  in  all  cases  ;  even  in  cases  of  extremity 
it  is  not  always  allowed  ;  but  in  that  case  it  was  allowed. 

6039.  ^^^'  F^<^^^^"-]  ^"  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^''^  ^*^"  died,  and  the  mother  had  not  been 
able"  to  obtain  medical  assistance  for  him  during  his  illness? — No,  she  had  not. 

('iQ40.  What  was  the  age  of  the  son  when  he  died? — Fifteen. 

()Q|i.  Mr.  Scrope.^  What  were  the  wages  of  the  boy  that  was  in  work  ? — One 
shilling  a  week. 

6942.  How  old  was  he  ? — Eleven. 

6943.  The  eldest  was  unable  to  work  ? — The  neighbours  told  mc,  not  the  boy's 
mother  alone  (for  in  cases  of  this  sort  I  took  care  to  inquire  of  other  persons, 
not  confining  my  statements  to  one  individual,  and  they  told  me)  tiiut  the  boy 
worked  longer  than  he  was  able  to  work.     When  he  worked  he  had  2s.  a  week. 

6944.  Up  to  what  period  before  his  death  did  he  work  ? — Up  to  two  months 
before  his  death  ;  he  worked  sometimes,  and  sometimes  was  off  work  ;  but  he 
was  going  into  a  decline  for  six  months,  and  sometimes  was  better  and  some- 
times worse. 

694;5.  Are  you  sure  that  a  lad  of  16,  had  only  2*.  a  week  for  his  work? — I  am 
sure  that  that  was  what  was  stated  to  me  ;  there  are  plenty  at  2s.  a  week  in  that 
part  of  the  country. 

O946.  Mr.  Fiehkn.]  Were  you  told  by  this  woman  that  on  application  being 
•  made  to  Marshall,  for  some  assistance,  for  that   her  son  had  died,  his  answer  was, 

"  We  must  look  after  the  living,  and  never  mind  the  dead?" — That  is  the  account 
I  have  here. 

6947.  That  account  you  had  from  Susan  Bunker? — I  had;  it  was  given  in 
the  presence  of  six  other  persons.  When  she  asked  about  the  cotfin  and  some  other 
expenses  of  the  funeral,  his  answer  was,  "  We  must  look  to  the  livmg,  and  never 
mind  the  dead."  This  the  mother  thought  was  a  very  hard  sentence,  and  said  to 
him,  "  You  never  looked  after  him  when  he  was  alive. " 

6948.  Now  I  will  call  your  attention  to  Catherine  Flint;  she  was  refused  to  see 
the  guardians  ? — Yes  ;  she  is  a  widow,  she  lives  at  Luton,  14  miles  from  Ampt- 
hill ;  she  came  over  from  Luton  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  guardians  ;  she  was 
very  badly  off;  the  age  of  her  children  I  am  not  prepared  to  give. 

(19^9.  Chairman.^  Is  Luton  in  the  Ampthill  Union? — No. 

6950.  Did  she  make  any  application  to  the  relieving  officer  of  her  own  district? 
— She  did  not. 

6951.  Why  did  she  not  do  that? — Because  it  is  not  very  long  since  she  lived 
in  Ampthill,  and  when  she  lived  in  Ampthill  she  received  relief  from  the  parish, 
so  that  the  authorities  of  Ampthill  knew  her,  and  knew  that  she  belonged  to  them; 
she  did  not  feel,  under  those  circumstances,  as  she  was  not  a  stranger,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  make  an  application  to  the  relieving  officer,  but  she  came  over  from 
Luton  to  Ampthill  to  endeavour  to  get  relief. 

6952.  She  made  no  application  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  union  in  which 
she  resided? — No. 

6953.  Or  to  the  guardians  of  that  union  ? — No. 

6954.  But  she  came  to  the  Ampthill  board  of  guardians? — Yes. 

69,55.  Had  she  made  previous  application  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Amp- 
thill Union  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

69,50.  Whom  did  she  see  ? — Marshall,  the  relieving  officer;  he  told  her  she  must 
not  go  up-stairs. 

6957.  Did  he  say  any  thing  more?— She  did  not  tell  me  that  he  had  said  any 

thing  else. 

6958.  Did  you  ask  her  whether  he  did  or  not?— I  did;  but  I  have  no  note  of 
any  answer,  but  that  she  might  not  go  up-stairs  ;  he  told  her  that  she  might  come 
into  the  workhouse  if  she  liked,  but  she  did  not  like  to  do  that. 

6959.  Mr.  IFaklty.]  Did  she  state  reasons  why  she  did  not  like  to  go  into  the 
house  r — No,  she  did  not ;  but  none  will  go  into  the  house  if  they  can  avoid  it ; 
they  will  suffer  any  privations  before  they  will  go  in. 

6960.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Can  you  state  her  age  ? — She  is  45  years  of  age. 

6961.  Sir  T.  Frernant/e.]  How  many  children  has  she?  -I  think  three. 

6962.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Probably  capable  of  earning  something  at  straw-plait? — 
Yfs :  but  my  information  is  from  other  people,  that  but  for  their  help  and  the  help 
of  others,  she  would  be  starved  to  death. 

69O3.  But 
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6963.  But  there  are  many  individuals  who  earn  10/.  a  year  by  straw-plaiting,  jvj,. /„,„„  Turner. 
lire  there  not? — No  individual ;  but  the  family  may  earn  that.  

61)64.  A  family,  under  her  circumstances,  might  earn  that? — Yes;  but  that  is       3  Apnl  1R38. 
very  inadequate. 

6g6,'').  Do  not  you  think  that  it  behoves  the  board  of  guardians  to  withhold 
relief  in  such  cases? — This  is  not  the  board  of  guardians;  the  board  of  guardians 
does  not  receive  the  application,  for  she  is  not  allowed  to  go  upstairs. 

6966.  Sir  T.  Frenumtle.]  If  she  had  been  allowed  to  go  up-stairs,  would  the 
board  of  guardians  have  been  in  a  situation  to  judge  in  her  case,  whether  she  was 
entitled  to  reliefer  not'<' — The  board  of  guardians  knew  her,  for  they  had  relieved 
her  about  two  years  before. 

69G7.  Could  they  tell  under  what  circumstances  she  was  living  in  the  parish 
of  Luton,  without  previous  application  being  made  to  the  relieving  officer? — 
I  am  not  aware, 

6gb8.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  right  for  the  board  of  guardians  to  determine 
those  cases  upon  ex-partc  statements?--!  thhik  not;  1  think  it  is  very  proper  that 
they  should  make  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  people. 

6i)6i}.  Chairmati.]  If  you  think  that,  how  would  it  be  possible  to  make 
inquiries  into  all  the  cases,  difficult  and  intricate  as  some  of  them  are,  unless  the 
relieving  officer  had  the  opportunity  of  previously  examining  into  the  case? — But 
the  l)oard  of  guardians  in  this  case  does  not  know  any  thing  about  it;  what  I 
complain  of  is,  that  the  board  of  guardians  docs  not  know  the  circumstance 
at  all. 

()()70.   Mt.  Scrope.]  If  the  board  of  guardians  think  it  a  prudent  rule,   that  * 

they  will  not  adjudicate  upon  cases  of  which  the  relieving  officer  has  not  an 
opportunity  of  making  pre\ious  inquiry,  is  it  not  in  accordance  with  humanity 
and  propriety  that  they  should  act  upon  the  rule  by  refusing  to  hear  cases  in 
which  they  cannot  adjudicate? — I  think  it  is  too  much  power  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  any  man  ;  I  am  not  speaking  of  one  relieving  officer  more  than  another; 
I  think  it  is  too  much  power  for  any  board  of  guardians  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  relieving  officer,  that  he  shall  have  the  power  of  saying  whether  cases 
shall  come  or  not  before  them. 

6971.  Sir  T.  Fremantle  ]  If  you  think  a  previous  application  to  the  relieving 
officer  is  reasonable  and  desirable,  and  that  the  board  ought  not  to  adjudicate 
«ipon  e.i-parte  statements,  what  advantage  could  accrue  from  allowing  the  party 
to  appear  before  the  board,  under  those  circumstances? — In  this  instance,  if  she 
had  made  application  to  the  board,  and  the  board  had  thought  that  it  was  not 
proper  to  adjudicate  without  further  inquiry,  the  board  would  have  been  able 
to  write  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Luton  Union,  to  request  him  to  make  the 
necessary  inquiries,  without  putting  the  power  into  the  hands  of  one  individual. 

6972.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  power  which  the  relieving  officer  has? — He 
has  it  in  his  power  to  say  who  shall  or  shall   not  come  before  them. 

O973.  Do  you  mean  tliat  there  is  anything  in  the  law,  or  the  regulations  of  the 
Commissioners,  which  authorizes  the  relieving  officer  to  determine  whether  parties 
shall  come  before  the  board  or  not  ? — I  do  not  know  that  the  law  does  authorize  that. 

6974.  Have  you  ever  read  the  instructions  given  to  the  relieving  officers? — 
Some  of  them. 

6775.  Do  you  know  that  this  is  one  of  the  instructions  given  to  relieving 
officers  ;  turn  to  the  second  rule  of  the  duties  of  the  relieving  officer;  do  you  find 
these  words,  "  Secondly,  that  he,"  that  is  the  relieving  officer,  "  receive  all 
applications  for  relief,  and  examine  into  the  merits  and  circumstances  of  each 
case,  and  report  the  same  to  the  board  at  their  next  weekly  meeting?  " — I  find 
that  there. 

t)976.  Do  not  you  find  in  those  words  a  positive  instruction  to  the  relieving 
officer  to  receive  all  applications  for  relief,  and  to  report  all  applications  to  the 
weekly  board  ? — I  do. 

6977.  Therefore,  if  the  relieving  officer,  in  the  cases  which  you  have  alluded 
to,  or  in  any  cases  which  may  arise,  has  not  received  all  applications  for  relief, 
and  has  not  reported  all  applications  to  the  board,  is  it  that  the  regulations  drawn 
up  are  in  fault,  or  that  he  has  neglected  to  obey  them  ? — I  say,  in  the  instances 
that  I  have  mentioned,  he  has  neglected  to  obey  the  regulations. 

6978.  Do  you  find  fault  with  the  instruction  which  I  have  just  read  for  the 
guidance  of  the  relieving  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  duty? — I  do  not ;  I 
think  it  a  very  proper  one. 

■273.  b  3  6979.  Therefore 
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Mi.  Janiet  Turner.        Sq-jq.  Therefore  you  think,  if  the  relievinp;  officer  has  not  done  that  which  you 

^ think  necessary,  the  fault  would  be  with    the   relieving  officer,   and  not  with  the 

3  April  1838,      general  res^ulations  ? — It  is  on  that  account  that  I  brinji^  forward  these  cases. 

tn)So.  Do  you  also  find  that  the  third  rule  is  thus  applical)lo  to  those  cases  in 
which  there  should  not  be  time  to  report  the  case  to  the  board,  and  in  which  relief 
mio;ht  be  necessary  before  the  board  niis^ht  have  an  opportunity  of  adjudicating^. 
"  Thirdly,  in  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  to  give  such  temporary  relief 
as  each  case  shall  require,  either  by  placing  the  pauper  in  the  workhouse,  or 
atlbrding  relief  out  of  the  house,  in  articles  of  absolute  necessity,  but  not  in 
money,  whether  the  applicant  for  relief  be  settled  in  any  parish  or  place  com- 
prised in  the  union  or  not.''  Do  you  not  find  an  instruction  to  the  relieving 
officer  to  give  relief,  under  his  discretion,  during  the  time  that  may  elapse  before 
he  can  lay  the  case  before  the  board? — I  do,  and  I  find,  in  an  extreme  case  where 
an  application  has  been  made  for  medical  relief,  that  application  has  not  been 
attended  to. 

6081.  Your  complaint  is  rather,  therefore,  against  the  neglect  of  the  relieving 
officer,  than  of  the  regulations  under  which  he  acted  r — 1  cannot  complain  of 
those  regulations. 

ti<)8-2.  Mr.  Hodges.}  Supposing  that  all  this  which  is  prescribed  had  been  ful- 
filled, namely,  that  the  relieving  officer  had  taken  down  every  case,  and  had 
reported  upon  every  case,  and  in  some  cases  he  should  return  for  answer  in  his 
next  visit  to  the  ])arish  to  some  of  those  applicants,  that  their  application  has  been 
refused  by  the  board  ;  in  that  case  ought  not  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  before 
the  guardians  to  be  given  to  the  person  whose  application  has  been  refused?  — 
I  think  there  should. 

6qS3.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  persons  who,  upon  having  that  refusal 
regularly  notified  to  them  on  the  following  or  any  otlier  visit  of  the  relieving 
officers,  have  gone  to  the  boards  of  guardians,  and  been  refused  a  hearing? — No, 
I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

6084.  The  cases,  then,  that  you  have  stated,  are  those  of  persons  who  appear 
to  have  been  refused  by  the  authority  of  the  relieving  officer,  and  not  by  the 
board  themselves  ? — That  is  what  I  complain  of,  that  those  refusals  have  been  by 
the  relieving  officer. 

6()8.5.  Sir  T.  FrematUle.']  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  it  is  the  practice  of 
other  unions  to  allow  the  relieving  officer  to  exercise  that  power? — I  am  not  so 
conversant  with  the  other  unions  as  I  am  with  that. 

fi^St).  Mr.  Fielden.]  How  long  does  the  relieving  officer  stop  at  those  places 
which  he  visits,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  applications  ? — He  goes  round  to  each 
of  the  parishes  in  the  union,  and  he  stops  in  those  places  10  or  1.5  minutes,  in 
some  cases ;  he  used  to  do,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  done  it  lately ;  he 
never  got  out  of  his  gig,  and  he  paid  the  people  while  he  was  in  his  gig,  and 
went  away  ;  in  some  places  he  paid  the  people  in  the  village  .school-room,  and  in 
others  in  the  church  porch. 

6987.  Then  the  relieving  officer  comes  and  pays  those  people? — He  comes 
round  and  pays  those  who  are  receiving  relief  in  their  separate  parishes. 

6q88.  During  the  time  that  he  is  there  is  that  opportunity  afforded  which  there 
ought  to  be,  for  poor  persons  to  make  application  to  him  to  have  their  cases 
determined  by  the  board  ? — There  is  not. 

6980.  May  it  not  often  happen  that  poor  persons  may  go  to  the  place  which  he 
attends  and  be  denied  access  to  him,  owing  to  the  pressure  that  there  is  upon 
that  occasion  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  that  is  so,  because  when  he  has  paid  them 
they  will  go  away,  as  each  gets  his  money;  b\it  the  stay  is  so  short  after  he  has 
done  paying,  that  his  time  will  be  very  limited. 

6990.  "\Vill  not  the  difference  in  the  clocks  frequently  make  all  the  difference, 
so  as  to  make  them  either  too  late  or  too  soon  ? — That  might  occur,  but  1  have  no 
data  of  cases  of  that  description. 

6991.  Sir  T.  Fremantte.\  Do  you  know  any  cases  where  they  pay  the  poor  at 
the  church  porch  ? — I  do. 

6992.  Do  they,  on  those  occasions,  ring  the  church  bell  ? — I  am  not  aware. 
C9C)3.  Mr.  Fieldo/.]   Is  it  not  possible  that  the  relieving   officer  may  neglect 

that  important  part  of  his  dutv,  without  its  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  board 
of  guardians  at  all  ? — I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  case  of  James  Wilson 
was  ever  reported  to  the  board,  for  that  is  exactly  in  point  ;  he  did  apply  to  the 
relieving  officer ;  the  case  is  recent,  for  it  was  last  Monday  but  one. 

6994.  Looking 
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6094-  Looking  to  tlie  characters  recommended  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  Mr.  Janes  Turner. 
as  the  most  proper  persons  to  select  relieving  officers  from,  and  the  passage  occurs  —7 — 
in  page  79,  paragraph  19,  "The  most  successful  appointments,  where  candidates  3  -  P"  3  • 
experienced  in  the  administration  of  well-managfcd  parishes  were  not  forthcoming, 
have  been  from  the  superior  non-commissioned  officers  in  the  army ;  the  habits 
gained  in  military  service  have  been  found  peculiarly  to  qualify  them  as  relieving 
officers  and  masters  of  workhouses  ;  in  some  instances  the  services  of  commissioned 
",  officers  have  been  obtained  at  moderate  salaries,  and  efficient  men  have  also  been 
engaged  from  the  metropolitan  police;  the  advantage  of  local  knowledge  pos- 
sessed by  "any  rclievina-  officer,  who  is  a  native,  or  who  has  been  a  resident  in  the 
district,  has  commonly  been  found  to  be  counterbalanced  by  the  undue  influence 
^f  local  connexions;"  supposing  a  relieving  officer  to  have  been  appointed,  either 
out  of  the  metropolitan  police,  or  out  of  those  who  had  been  in  the  army,  having 
no  local  knowledge  whatever  of  (he  poor  residing  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill ;  is  it  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  you  that  they  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  harsh  manner  you 
have  described  in  the  cases  you  have  mentioned  to  the  Committee  r — It  is  not  at 
all  surprising  to  me. 

6995.  Have  you  heard  what  Mr.  IMarshall,  the  gentleman  you  spoke  of,  was 
before  lie  came  into  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ? — The  answer  which  the  people  give 
me  is,  "  an  old  soldier;''  and  they  consider  that  to  be  very  unlikely  to  qualify  him 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  poor. 

6996-  In  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers,  they  are  recommended,  in  the 
Ampthill  Union,  to  give  the  preference  to  those  characters  residing  upon 
the  spot? — The  Commissioners  recommended  that  in  their  report. 

6997.  Chaii'man.]  When  was  this  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  pub- 
lished ? — This  was  published  in  1837;  but  lam  not  aware  whether  similar  in- 
structions had  been  published  previously. 

6998.  Do  you  know  when  Mr.  Marshall  was  appointed  ? — No,  I  do  not ; 
whether  similar  instructions  had  been   published  before  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 

6999.  If  it  should  appear  that  no  similar  instructions  were  published  in  any 
previous  year,  and  Mr.  Marshall  vvas  appointed  previously  to  this,  it  would  follow 
that  he  could  not  have  been  appointed  in  consequence  of  this  recommendation  ? — 
Certainly. 

Mr.  Marshall  stated,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Chairman,  that  he 
had  been  relieving  officer  of  the  union  since  July  1835. 

7000.  Mr.  Fiddcn  (to  Mr.  Turner).']  Does  not  a  strong  feeling  prevail  in  the 
Ampthill  Union  on  this  subject ;  that  is,  that  a  person  should  be  brought  from  a 
distance  to  attend  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  poor,  instead  of  one  being  chosen 
residing  on  the  spot? — A  very  strong  feeling  on  that  subject ;  they  consider  that 
the  persons  resident  upon  the  spot,  who  know  the  condition  of  the  people,  are  much 
more  adapted  than  a  stranger  ;  because  he  will  know  their  wants  and  wishes,  and 
know  which  cases  should  and  which  should  not  be  relieved. 

7001.  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Wilson  ;  you  stated  him  to  have 
a  sick  wife,  two  children,  and  one  an  idiot,  which  makes  four  in  the  family, 
receiving  9  5.  a  week,  and  who  was  refused  a  doctor  by  the  relieving  officer  ;  what 
followed  the  refusal  of  that  relief? — That  she  had  no  doctor  when  I  saw  her. 

7002.  Is  she  in  suffering  circumstances  up  to  this  time,  in  consequence  of  it? — 
She  is  verj'^  much  so  ;  whether  that  application  was  ever  laid  before  the  board  or  not 
1  am  not  aware. 

7003.  Sir  T.  Fremantk.'\  Are  you  aware,  when  Wilson  had  this  conversation 
with  the  relieving  officer,  and  he  said,  "  No,  I  cannot  give  you  an  order  for  the 
doctor,"  whether  he  desired  that  his  name  should  be  put  down,  stating  his  inten- 
tion to  make  application  to  the  board  ? — I  am  not. 

7004.  If  he  had  done  so,  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  go  to  the  board  to 
make  his  application  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  whether  he  did  or  not, 

7005.  Mr.  Fiehlen-I  You  have  given  an  account  of  an  old  man  of  the  name  of 
Enoch  Keep ;  was  your  attention  to  the  case  of  that  man  drawn  by  seeing  a 
paragraph  in  one  of  the  papers  circulating  in  that  union  ? — My  first  attention  to 
this  case  was  drawn  from  some  information  which  I  received,  and  subsequently 
a  newspaper  was  put  into  my  hand  with  an  account  of  it. 

700O.  Will  you  read  the  account  of  the  death  of  that  man  in  the  newspaper? 
— I  will,  and  I  will  relate  \that  I  met  with  afterwards  ;  he  lived  in  the  parish  of 
Marston  :  "  On  Saturday  last,"  it  bears  date  January  19th,  1837,  "a  poor  man, 

273.  B  4  named 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  named  Enos  Keep,"  I  believe  his  name  was  Enoch,  "  aged  about  G8  or  70  years, 
~ — ..  J.  ■  died  suddenly,  under  the  following  distressing  circumstances  :  he  had  in  his 
younger  and  more  prosperous  days  erected  for  his  domicile  a  small  mud  cottage 
by  the  road-side  at  Roxhill-lane,  in  the  parish  of  Marston,  Reds.,  and  from  the 
neat  and  orderly  manner  in  which  he  kept  his  garden,  and  trimmed  the  hedge  (it 
being  far  more  orderly  kept  than  any  of  his  neighbours),  it  at  once  told  the  tra- 
veller that  it  belonged  not  to  an  idle  man;  but  having  no  emijloynient  for  some 
time  past,  he  became  in  great  distress  from  want,  and  on  Thursday,  tlie  I2tli 
inst.,  he  applied  to  the  Ampthill  board  of  guardians  for  relief,  which  was  denied 
him,  because  he  had  '■  estate  of  his  o-wn'  and.  consequently,  was  ^  a  man  of  pro- 
perty \  he  was  also  told  by  the  relieving  officer,  with  a  sneer,  'You  may  sell 
your  house,  and  eat  it.'  I  should  have  said,  that  he  had  applied  about  a  fort- 
night before,  when  he  was  refused  relief  on  the  same  grounds  ;  he  had  out;  son, 
who,  with  his  wife  and  child,  were  in  what  the  '  Champion  '  of  last  week  (to 
which,  by  the  by,  I  would  refer  your  readers  for  an  account  of  a  mutiny  in  that 
abode  of  wretchedness  among  its  inmates,  because  they  had  not  a  sufficiency  of 
food)  calls  a  ba.stile  ;  the  poor  old  man  called  to  see  his  son,  who  actually  begged 
of  his  father  a  piece  of  bread  which  he  had  brought  witli  him  from  home  for  his 
own  dinner,  alleging  that  he  had  not  half  enough  food  allowed  in  the  house  ;  on 
the  day  following  (Friday)  a  farmer  at  Bone  End  gave  the  old  man  a  day's  work 
to  beat  clots  ;  he  was  to  go  again  on  Saturday  ;  he  did  so,  but  starvation  had  made 
such  ravages  on  his  constitution,  that  he  was  obliged  to  return  home  ;  he  told  his 
*  daughter,  who  lived  in  the  adjoining  cottage,  that  he  would  take  one  of  his  old 

shirts  to  a  rag-man,  who  lived  in  another  cottage  about  200  yards  higher  up 
the  road,  that  he  might  sell  it  as  rags  to  get  himself  food  ;  but,  alas,  it  vvas  too 
late,  for  when  within  a  few  yards,  and  nearly  opposite  the  rag-man's  door,  he 
fell  to  the  ground,  and  instantly  expired  ;  a  farmer  on  horseback,  named  Baker, 
saw  him  fall,  but,  like  the  priest  and  Levite  in  the  New  Testament,  he  passed 
on  !  !  Thus,  sir,  in  a  land  of  plenty,  a  Christian  land,  hatii  this  poor  man  been 
allowed  to  starve  to  death  ;  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  on  Tuesday  last ;  but 
what  was  the  verdict  ?  why,  '  natural  death  ;'  and  who  will  wonder  at  it,  when  it 
is  considered  that  some  of  these  very  guardians  were  on  the  jury,  for  so  it  is 
reported."  I  subsequently  found  that  that  was  true.  Before  concluding  this 
already  lengthened  epistle,  I  might  just  say,  that  in  confirmation  of  the  state- 
ment "  that  the  inmates  of  the  new  workhouse  at  Ampthill  have  not  a  sufficiency 
of  food  allowed  them,"  it  was  only  this  day  that  an  aged  man,  apparently  in 
great  distress,  knocked  at  my  door  to  ask  relief;  upon  questioning  him  as  to  who 
he  was,  whence  he  came,  and  the  cause  of  his  distress,  he  told  me  that  he  ye.s- 
terday  escaped  from  that  very  place,  because  he  had  not  food  enough  allowed  him. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your's  truly,  Paul  Pry."  I  had  good  reason  to  believe  who  wrote 
that,  and  I  went  over  to  the  place,  saw  the  daughter-in-law,  and  made  several 
inquiries,  and  I  found  that  that  was  a  correct  statement,  as  near  as  it  was  possi- 
ble for  any  body  to  give  it. 

7007.  What  vvas  the  age  of  this  man? — Sixty-four  years  of  age. 

7008.  Did  you  hear  of  any  thing  disreputable  to  his  character .'' — I  did  not;  he 
had  been  an  industrious  man  all  his  days. 

7009.  What  was  the  property  that  he  vvas  said  to  possess,  and  upon  which 
relief  vvas  refused  him  ? — A  mud  cottage  on  the  road  side,  which  was  built  on  the 
waste  land,  and  which  he  could  not  sell  because  the  owner  of  the  waste  could  not 
or  would  not  give  any  body  a  title  to  it,  and  therefore  it  was  no  use  to  any  body 
but  himself,  or  somebody  that  he  could  put  to  live  in  it;  the  coroner  went  to 
look  at  the  cottage,  and  thought  it  worth  little  or  nothing. 

7010.  Did  you  hear  from  the  daughter-in-law  of  this  man  that  he  had  made 
application  for  relief,  and  been  refused  ? — I  did. 

70 11.  Do  you  know  whether  his  case  vvas  stated  to  the  board  by  the  relieving 
officer  ? — My  information  is,  that  he  applied  three  times,  but  the  third  time  he 
did  not  go  up-stairs. 

701  -2.  You  saw  the  mud  cottage  in  which  this  man  resided ;  do  you  think  that 
there  was  any  thing  in  it  constituting  property  that  ought,  under  any  proper 
administration  of  the  Poor  Law,  to  have  been  available  to  deny  him  relief? — 
Certainly  not ;  he  had  had  a  clock  in  his  house,  but  he  had  sold  that ;  to  use  the 
expression  in  the  letter,  "  he  had  eaten  his  dock  ;"  the  son  had  given  the  old  man 
money  for  it,  but  had  not  taken  it  away,  and  would  not  do  so  while  the  old  man 

lived  ; 
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lived  ;  but  he  had,  to  use  the  expression  in  the  letter,  "  eaten  the  clock,"  and  other  Mr.  James  Turner. 
parts  of  his  furniture.  3  April  1838 

7013.  Was  the  clock  in  his  house  at  the  time  of  his  death? — My  information 
is,  that  it  was  in  the  house,  but  tliat  the  son  had  paid  him  for  it,  and  that  he  had 
made  use  of  the  money. 

7014.  Was  tliere  any  tiling  else  in  this  house,  besides  the  clock,  that  would 
raise  him  money  ? — Very  little;  he  had  parted  with  his  furniture  to  buy  him 
bread. 

7015.  Will  you  now  state  the  particulars  of  his  leaving  the  house,  and  how  he 
was  found  ? — On  the  Saturday  morning  this  man  had  been  attempting  to  go  to 
work  ;  he  had  not  had  much  food  for  several  weeks  before,  but  that  morning  he 
had  had  a  loaf  of  bread  from  his  daughter-in-law,  who  lived  next  door  but  one  ; 
this  dauo-liter-in-law  was  not  in  a  condition  to  do  much  for  him,  for  they  had  five 
children ;  and  every  one  who  was  acquainted  with  him,  believed  that  his  condition 
was  brought  on  from  want  of  food,  and  this  morning  he  was  so  ill  that  he  could 
not  stop  in  the  fields  to  break  those  clots  ;  he  came  into  his  son's  house  ;  he  said 
that  he  was  poorly  ;  he  would  go  and  sell  his  old  shirt,  so  that  he  could  have 
some  nourishment;  he  went  out  of  the  house  and  went  into  his  own  house,  and 
in  a  little  while  after  a  neighbour  woman  came  into  the  daughter-in-law's  house, 
and  said,  "  Here  is  a  person  lymg  on  the  road,  who  is  it?'  and  they  went  out,  and 
found  that  it  was  her  father-in-law;  she  was  alarmed  to  see  him  in  that  situation  ; 
lie  was  dead  ;  and  they  found  he  had  the  shirt  under  his  arm,  evidently  Avith  the 
intention  of  going  with  it  for  the  purpose  before  described. 

70 10.  The  bread  he  had  in  his  house  at  the  time  of  his  death  you  have  reason 
to  believe  was  given  by  a  neighbour? — His  daughter-in-law  had  given  him  the 
loaf  of  bread  either  in  the  morning  or  the  night  before;  that  is  her  statement 
to  me. 

7017.  And  she  believed  that  he  was  going  out  for  the  purpo.se  of  converting 
his  shirt  into  bread  ? — Either  bread  or  some  other  necessary  article. 

7018.  Is  it  the  opinion  amongst  those  that  you  have  made  particular  inquiry 
of  relative  to  the  fate  of  this  man,  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  want,  in  con.se- 
quencc  of  being  refused  relief  by  the  parish? — That  is  the  opinion  of  the  people 
in  the  parish  who  knew  the  man  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  him. 

7019.  This  was  an  old  man,  C4  years  of  age,  who  had  been  of  an  in- 
dustrious, circumspect  character? — So  my  information  goes. 

7q20.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  what  happened  when  this  man  made  appli- 
cation to  the  board  of  guardians  for  relief? — My  information  was  that  they  did 
not  give  him  any  relief. 

7021.  Why  did  they  refuse  ?-  Because  he  was  a  man  of  property. 

7022.  What  was  his  property  ? — This  mud  cottage. 

7023.  Had  the  man  more  than  one  house  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

7024.  If  an  entry  has  been  made  in  the  application-book  of  the  board  of 
guardians,  stating  that  the  ground  of  refusing  this  man  relief  was,  that  he  had  two 
houses,  you  do  not  believe  that  to  be  correct? — I  do  not  believe  it;  there  are 
two  of  those  mud  cottages  standing  where  he  lived  ;  but  my  information  is,  that 
only  one  belonged  to  him. 

702,).  Did  you  find  to  whom  the  other  belonged  ? — I  did  not. 

7026.  Did  you  ask  whether  it  belonged  to  him  or  not? — I  did  not. 

7027.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  this  entry  in  the  application-book 
of  the  board  of  guardians,  which  states  that  he  has  two  cottages,  is  incorrect? — 
I  think  it  is. 

7028.  What  arc  your  reasons  for  supposing  so  ? — In  all  my  inquiries  I  have 
never  heard  any  statement  made  that  he  had  two  cottages,  either  from  the  over- 
seer of  the  parish,  or  from  persons  on  the  jury,  or  from  the  relatives  of  the  indi- 
vidual ;  I  never  heard  any  statement  that  more  than  one  belonged  to  him. 

702().  Did  you  see  the  cottage  ? — 1  did  ;  there  are  two  under  the  same  roof. 

7030.  You  did  not  ask  whether  they  belonged  to  him? — I  did  not. 

7031.  You  did  not  hear  that  they  did  not.' — I  did  not  hear  that  they  did  not, 
or  that  they  did:  but  iiaving  conversed  with  so  many  persons  who  know  the 
circumstances,  I  think  if  he  had  had  two  cottages  I  should  have  heard  of  it  before, 

7032.  Mr.  Lidikll.]    N\'ho  lived  iti  the  other  house  ? — His  son. 

7033.  Mr.  Scrope.]  How  long  hail  the  houses  been  built? — Probably  for  several 
years  ;  there  are  several  houses  in  that  part  of  the  country  built  on  the  waste,  for 
which  they  pay  a  fine  to  the  lord  of  the  manor;  they  cannot  sell  them. 

27j-  c  7034.  Mr. 
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Mr.  Jamef  Turper,       7034.   Mr.  LiJdcll.]   Did  the  son   pay  any  rent   to  the  father  for  the  house  in 

'rT~Q       which  he  lived  ? — I  do  not  know. 

^    P"  '  3  •  703.5.  Mr.  Scrope.]   Do  you  mean  to  say  tiiat  there  are  no  instances  of  liouses 

built  under  those  circumstances  being  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  person  who  built 
them  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  of  that  nature. 

703^).  Chairman.]  Your  attention  has  been  called  to,  and  you  have  made 
.some  remarks  upon  the  paragra])h  in  the  instructional  letter  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  dated  31st  of  January  1837,  where  they  recommend  the  occa- 
sional appointment  of  persons  who  have  been  in  military  service  as  fitting  them 
for  the  situations  of  relieving  officers  and  masters  of  workhouses  ;  will  you  be  so 
good  as  to  read  the  paragraph  which  immediately  precedes  that? — "  The  quali- 
fications especially  requisite  in  relieving  officers,  as  well  as  in  masters  of  work- 
liouses,  are  diligence,  firmness  and  mildness,  together  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  the  indigent  classes.  The  poor  are  far  more  sensitive  to  the  behaviour 
of  persons  in  authority,  and  of  their  superiors  in  rank,  than  is  generally  imagined, 
and  they  feel  the  manner  of  rejecting  their  claims  almost  as  powerfully  as  the 
rejection  itself.  Each  of  the  union  officers  should  therefore  be  especially  cau- 
tioned as  to  his  conduct  towards  the  claimants  of  relief;  he  should  be  reminded 
that  it  his  duty  to  treat  the  sick,  the  aged  and  the  infirm  with  tenderness  and 
care;  that  many  of  the  claims  which  it  will  be  his  duty  to  reject  have  been 
created  by  abuses  heretofore  prevalent ;  and  that  in  rejecting  even  such  claims, 
he  must  not  use  harsh  language  or  show  an  angry  deportment ;  he  must  so  con- 
duct himself  as  to  obtain  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  claimants  of  relief; 
and  he  should  be  warned  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  visit  any  instances 
of  harshness,  severity,  inattention  or  incompetency  with  immediate  dismissal. 
In  case  of  tumult  or  resistance  amongst  the  paupers,  explanation  will  be  required 
from  the  officer  whose  authority  is  resisted;  and  a  repetition  or  continuance  of 
insubordination  or  resistance  to  the  new  regulations  will  be  deemed  to  be  strong 
evidence  of  incompetency  on  the  part  of  the  officer  who  may  thus  have  failed  in 
enforcing  them." 

7037.  Have  you  any  reason  to  complain  of  any  thing  in  that  enumeration  of 
qualifications  given  by  the  Commissioners  with  reference  to  those  officers? — I  do 
not  ;  I  think  it  is  a  very  proper  one. 

7038.  Mr.  Fieldou]  Do  not  you  think  that  the  persons  they  suggest,  namely, 
old  soldiers  and  London  policemen,  not  residing  in  the  parish,  and  altogether 
unknown  to  the  parishioners,  are  the  most  unlikely  characters  to  fill  that  office  in 
the  way  that  has  been  recommended  in  the  paragraph  just  now  read? — I  always 
thought,  when  I  read  those  two  paragraphs,  that  they  looked  very  strange,  for 
that  class  of  persons  which  they  recommend  to  choose  them  out  of  are  the  very 
reverse  of  that  class  of  qualification  which  they  say  they  ought  to  have. 

7039.  Would  not  persons  coming  from  a  distance,  and  altogether  unacquainted 
with  the  habits  and  circumstances  of  the  people,  be  the  best  instruments  for  exer- 
cising oppression  towards  the  poor  that  you  can  suggest  ? — If  I  wished  to  recom- 
mend any  one  to  be  harsh  and  severe  towards  the  poor,  those  are  the  class  whom 
I  should  recommend. 

7040.  Does  not  that  feeling  prevail  amongst  those  with  whom  you  have  con- 
versed in  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — It  does,  to  a  great  extent,  not  only  amongst  the 
poor,  but  a  great  portion  of  the  rate-payers  themselves. 

7041.  Chairman.]  How  do  j'ou  explain  that  prior  to  the  publication  of  this  re- 
commendation, the  individual  in  question,  who  had  been  a  soldier,  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  relieving  officer  ? — I  have  no  answer  to  give  to  that,  because  what 
they  complain  about  is  the  harsh  conduct  of  the  relieving  officer. 

7042.  They  complain  of  the  harsh  conduct  of  this  relieving  officer  ? — They  do. 

7043.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  made  those  comf)laints  to  the  guardians 
of  their  respective  parishes  ? — What  takes  place  at  the  board  of  guardians  I  have 
not  the  means  of  knowing,  but  I  know  that  it  has  been  made  to  the  guardians, 
and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  discussions  of  this  neglect  have  been 
brought  before  the  board  of  guardians. 

7044.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  discussions  with  regard  to  this  relieving 
officer  have  been  brought  before  the  board  of  guardians? — I  have. 

7045.  Marshall  has  been  in  office  for  some  time? — Yes. 

7046.  Upwards  of  two  years  ? — Yes. 

7047.  If  his  conduct  has  been  frequently  brou-rht  under  the  notice  of  the  board, 
and  discussions  have  frequently  taken  place  with  regard  to  his  conduct,   and   he 

.nil! 
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still  continues  to  be  employed  in  the  office  by  them,  is  it  not  to  be  presumed  that  Mr.  Jam,  Tvinrr. 
the  board  of  guardians,  upon  those  discussions,   have  been  satisHed  uith  his  con-       3  ^j,f,i  ig-jS. 
duct? — lam  not  aware  that  I  used  the  word  "  frequently"  but  that  such  a  dis- 
cussion has  taken  place  I  have  every  reason  to  believe ;  what  the  result  was  I  do  not 
know. 

7048.  Is  not  this  result  at  least  apparent,  that  the  man  continues  in  office  ? — 
Certainly. 

7049.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  not  the  number  of  deaths  that  have  taken  place  that 
you  have  now  given  evidence  of,  appear  to  you  to  affiDrd  convincing  proof  that  the 
conduct  of  that  relieving  officer  has  been  harsh  and  unkind  towards  the  poor? — 
I  have  stated  those  cases,  and  I  think  his  conduct  has  been  harsh  ;  and  every 
body  who  knows  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  referred,  has  frequently  com- 
plained of  those  cases  of  hardship. 

7050.  Have  you  heard  shopkeepers,  and  rate-payers,  and  men  of  considerable 
property,  make  complaints  against  the  conduct  of  the  relieving  officer? — Fre- 
quently ;  it  is  nothing  new  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

7051.  Do  you  think  that  this  old  man  who  died  in  the  road  had  tenderness 
and  care  observed  towards  him  on  this  occasion? — It  was  precious  little  tender- 
ness that  was  observed  to  him,  when  he  went  three  times  to  the  board,  and  did  not 
get  relief. 

7052.  Chairman.']  In  this  case  of  Enoch  Keep,  how  was  the  relieving  officer  in 
fault;  his  case  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  board  of  guardians,  and  the 
refusal  was  by  the  board,  and  not  by  the  relieving  officer?' — Enoch  Keep  went  to 
the  board  of  guardians,  and  he  was  at  Ampthill  the  day  but  one  before  he  died, 
and  on  that  occasion  I  think  you  will  not  find  that  his  case  was  represented  to  the 
board. 

70.53.  About  when  was  that? — I  think  he  died  14th  of  January  1837,  the 
application  would  be  on  the  12th  of  January;  that  was  the  day  that  he  was  at 
Ampthill. 

7054.  Here  the  entry  of  the  application  is  in  the  llth  week  of  the  quarter 
ending  on  the  24th  of  December  1836  ;  he  is  stated  to  have  made  an  application  ? 
--He  went  subsequently  to  Ampthill. 

7055.  Did  he  make  a  subsequent  application  to  the  relieving  officer? — He 
made  a  subsequent  application  to  the  board. 

70.)6.  Did  he  make  a  subsequent  application  to  the  relieving  officer  in  the  first 
instance? — I  am  not  aware. 

7057.  Enoch  Keep  seems  to  have  been  heard  by  the  board  personally ;  he  is 
stated  to  be  70  years  of  age,  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Marston,  a  widower  ;  and 
in  the  1  Ith  week  of  the  quarter  ending  the  24th  of  December  1836,  Enoch  Keep 
appears  to  have  been  present  at  the  board,  to  have  had  his  case  considered  by 
them,  and  determined  upon  by  them,  and  he  was  refused  relief,  on  the  ground  of 
having  two  houses  of  his  ov\n;  that  is  the  entry  that  I  find  in  the  application-book 
of  the  board  of  guardians  ;  before  he  made  his  application  to  the  board  of  guar- 
dians, he  must  have  made  an  application  to  the  relieving  officer? — On  that  occa- 
sion he  must. 

7058.  And,  therefore,  he  perfectly  knew  the  course  of  proceeding ;  this  is  not 
a  case  in  which  we  can  presume  ignorance? — That  is  correct. 

7059.  He  made  a  subsequent  application  to  the  board  of  guardians  ? — That  is 
my  information. 

7060.  Do  you  know  whether  between  this  eleventh  week  of  the  last  quarter  of 
December  1836,  and  his  going  to  Ampthill  again,  he  applied  to  the  relieving 
officer?—  I  do  not. 

7061.  But  you  know  that  he  went  on  the  12tli  of  January  to  the  board  of  guar- 
dians?— I  do. 

7062.  But  he  must  have  been  aware  of  what  the  process  was,  as  he  had  gone 
through  it  before  ? — Yes. 

7063.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Enoch  Keep  was  refused  relief  by  the  board  of  guardians 
because  he  was  in  possession  of  two  cottages  ? — So  report  states. 

7064.  You  think  he  was  in  possession  of  one,  but  both  might  have  belonged  to 
him  ? — Yes. 

7065.  If  he  had  sold  them  both,  could  the  purchaser  have  obtained  any  rent 
from  them? — I  do  no  see  that  he  could;  he  could  have  no  title  to  them.  I 
have  no  instance  of  their  being  sold. 

273.  c  2  7066.   Chairman.] 
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Mr.  Jamet  Tamer.        7066.   Chairman^]  Could  tlicy  not  be  let  ? — They  might  be  let,  but  who  would 

like  to   take  charse    of  them,  and    give  money  for  tliem,  when  they  could   not 

3  Apn  1  3  .      \^^^,Q  ^  tjtle  to  them  ;  they  were  built  upon  land,  which  land  belon<i:ed  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor;  they  had  no  title  to  them,  but  tliey  built  them  upon  the  waste. 

7u()7.  Mr.  iS'cTope.]  Your  oj)inion  is,  that  they  have  no  title,  and  therefore  cannot 
sell  them  ;  have  you  had  that  oj)inion  confirmed  by  the  practice  of  that  country  ? 
— Yes,  in  all  of  those  cases  I  could  not  learn  that  they  could  make  any  merchan- 
dize of  them;  for  if  one  of  those  persons  had  a  house  of  that  description,  and  I 
wanted  to  live  in  it  for  myself,  I  miuhtgive  somebody  a  triHe  to  let  me  have  it, 
but  the  owner  of  the  land  could  at  any  tiini-,  as  far  as  I  understand,  prevent  them 
from  giving  any  tith-. 

7068.  Mr.  Wahley.'\  What  was  the  value  of  the  cottages? — Perhaps  they  were 
worth  1  ^.  a  week. 

7069.  Mr.  Scropc.'\  And  your  impression  of  the  hardship  of  the  case  arises 
from  your  opinion  that  these  cottages  could  not  be  sold,  and  the  man  could  not 
have  lived  upon  the  proceeds  ? — Yes,  but  tiiat  he  had  no  relief. 

7070.  Mr.  IFakky.]  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  hardship  of  this  case  con- 
sisted in  the  guardians  witliholding  relief  from  a  man  who  was  so  circumstanced  ? 
— Certainly  ;  the  man  had  no  relief,  and  this  is  the  reason  assigned. 

7071.  Mr.  Scropc]  But  suppose  the  man  could  have  sold  the  cottages,  and 
applied  the  proceeds  to  his  sustenance,  you  do  notthink  that  he  would  have  had  any 
thing  to  complain  of? — If  he  could  have  turned  them  into  money,  there  would  have 
been  no  hardship  ;  but  he  could  not,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  tlie  man  is  suf- 
fering extreme  privations,  and  they  call  him  a  man  of  property. 

7072.  Mr,  Liddcll.]  Under  an  impression  that  he  possesses  property? — Y'es. 

7073.  Which  property  is  valueless  to  him  ? — Yes. 

7074.  Mr.  Fic/ck)i.]  And  you  believe  that  this  man  came  by  his  death  in  con- 
sequence of  starvation,  after  the  guardians  had  refused  him  relief? — That  is  the 
impression  of  every  one  in  that  country  wlio  knows  any  thing  of  the  circumstances, 
and  remains  so  till  this  day. 

7075.  Clnnriiia)!.']  You  say  the  impression  of  every  body  in  the  country  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  circumstances  was,  that  this  man  died  of  starvation  by 
being  refused  relief  by  the  board  of  guardians  ;  a  coroner's  inquest  was  held  on  this 
case,  was  there  not  r — Yes. 

7076.  What  was  the  verdict  of  the  inquest? — Natural  death. 

7077.  Do  you  suppose  that  it  was  the  impression  of  the  jury  who  sat  upon  the 
inquest  that  this  man  died  of  starvation  in  consequence  of  being  refused  relief? — 
It  was  the  impression  of  many  persons  in  that  part  of  the  country  that  what  he 
had  suffered  in  his  health  was  brought  on  because  he  had  no  regular  means  of 
living. 

7078.  Mr.  n'aJilei/.]  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  those  jurymen  were  members 
of  the  board  of  guardians?  —  One  of  them  was. 

707Q.  Mr.  Wal/icr.]  Had  he  any  children? — They  were  grown  up  ;  one  son  at 
that  time  was  in  the  workhouse,  and  another  was  living  in  the  next  cottage. 

7080.  Did  he  receive  any  rent  from  that  son? — I  am  not  aware  that  he  did  ; 
for  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  more  than  one  of  the  two  cotta"es  or  not. 

7081.  Is  not  the  conduct  of  the  relieving  officer  generally  supposed  to  be  harsh 
by  the  greater  portion  of  the  labouring  classes  who  apply  for  relief? — But  in  this 
case  more  harsh  than  any  that  I  have  known. 

7082.  Did  you  hear  a  worse  character  of  the  relieving  officers  of  Bedfordshire 
than  you  had  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing  of  the  overseers  in  the  district  in  which 
you  had  lived  in  Lancashire  ? — Yes,  their  conduct  is  of  a  harsh  and  overbearing 
nature. 

7083.  Do  you  consider  that  that  harsh  and  overbearing, treatment  arises  from 
the  relieving  officer  having  been  brought  up  to  the  military  profession  ? — I  am 
not  aware. 

7084.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  workhouses  of  Lancashire  there  are  many 
instances  of  discharged  non-commissioned  officers  being  appointed  to  fill  those 
offices? — I  am  not. 

7085.  Is  it  not  probable  that  a  discharged  non-commissioned  officer  of  good 
character  is  likely  to  perform  his  functions  with  as  much  good  feeling  as  a  person 
from  any  other  class  of  society  ? — I  think  they  are  not  possessed  of  much  of  the 
milk  of  human  kindness  amongst  ihcm  ;  they  are  generallv  more  hard  hearted. 

7086.  You 
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7086.  You  mean  to  say  that  they  have  been  instructed  in  discipline  which  has  ^i^   j^„,g^  Turner. 
the  appearance  of  harsliness  ? — That  is  my  impression. — — 

7087.  Mr.  Fictdcn.]   Have  you  h;id  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether  it  is  3  April  1838. 
the  practice  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill  to  require  the  poor  people  to  sell  their  f'lr- 

niture  before  %\\\n%  relief? — I  am  not  aware  that  there  has  been  an  order  given 
that  they  shall  .sell  their  furniture;  l)iit  I  know  tli;it  expressions  have  been  used 
that  no  persons  ought  to  have  relief  while  they  had  furniture,  or  even  bed- 
steads. 

708R.  Chairman.]  When  you  say  that  that  expression  ha.s  been  used,  by  whom 
has  it  been  used  r — 15y  the  relieving  officer. 

7089.  Have  you  heard  that  he  has  said  that  no  person  shall  receive  relief  while 
he  has  furniture  left  r — He  did,  in  tlie  case  of  Keep. 

7opo.  Has  he  said  so  generally? — When  this  subject  was  discus.sed,  he  made 
use  of  that  e.vpression,  tliat  that  was  his  opinion. 

7091.  Mr.  Fklde/i.]  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  a  widow  woman,  who  had 
sold  her  furniture,  during  the  time  you  were  there? — I  heard  of  the  c;ise  of  George 
Cox  having  sold  his  furniture. 

7092.  Have  you  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Forsay? — Elizabeth  Forsay  is  a  widow, 
aged  58  ;  she  has  been  a  widow  four  years  ;  she  had  1  s.  a  week  about  a  year  and 
a  halfback;  this  was  taken  away,  and  ever  since  .she  has  not  had  any  ;  she  lives 
by  making  lace,  but  cannot  earn  \s.  Cut.  a  week.  Up  to  last  Michaelmas  she 
kept  her  house  on  ;  btit  she  sold  her  clock,  her  table,  her  chairs,  and  all  her  fur- 
niture. 

7093.  Do  you  know  whether  she  made  any  application  for  relief? — No ;  I 
have  no  account  of  her  having  applied  lately,  but  she  used  to  have  1  s.  a  week 
from  the  parish,  and  this  was  taken  oft  ;  she  is  wor.se  off  than  she  used  to  be, 
because  she  had  a  shilling,  and  now  she  has  not  any  thing;  she  says  she  would 
rather  suffer  any  thing  than  go  into  the  workhouse  ;  she  lives  in  lodgings. 

7094.  Then  this  widow,  aged  58,  has  had  her  relief  withdrawn,  and  been 
obliged  to  sell  her  furniture  in  order  to  subsist  r — Yes. 

7095.  What  are  her  means  now  ? — She  makes  lace,  but  her  eyes  are  very  bad  ; 
and  she  states  that  she  is  nearly  .starved.  However  hard  .she  works,  it  is  impossible 
for  that  woman  to  make  Is.  Gd.  a  week  by  making  lace,  and  that  is  what  she  is 
living  upon  ;  she  is  now  living  in  a  room. 

7096.  Have  you  seen  her  ? — I  have. 

7097.  Does  she  appear  to  be  in  a  state  of  great  destitution? — She  does  ;  I  do 
not  remember  having  seen  many  that  appeared  much  worse;  but  she  is  only  5!^, 
and  is  not  entitled  to  any  relief  out  of  the  house. 

7098.  Mr.  \Va//itT.]  What  does  she  pay  for  lodgings  r^ — She  docs  not  pay  any 
thing  ;  she  lives  with  a  kind  neighbour,  who  takes  her  in  rent-free. 

7099.  Mr.  Fieklen.]  Is  this  woman  considered  an  able-bodied  woman  because 
she  is  only  58  years  of  age? — I  suppose  she  is,  for  they  have  taken  her  relief 
away. 

7100.  Chairman.']   Is  she  able-bodied  ? — She  is  not. 

7001.  \\'hat  reason  have  you  to  suppose  that  they  consider  her  able-bodied  ? — 
Because  they  have  taken  the  relief  away. 

7102.  Did  this  woman  make  an  application  to  the  board  of  guardians  .' — I  have 
no  information  that  she  did. 

7103.  To  what  parish  did  she  belong? — I  do  not  know,  she  lives  in  Ampthill. 

7104.  Has  she  ever  applied  for  parish  relief? — She  does  not  state  that  she  did, 
she  had  a  shilling  a  week,  and  that  is  taken  away. 

7105.  When? — A  year  and  a  half  ago  ;  I  am  notaware  whether  she  made  any 
application  after  this  shilling  was  taken  away. 

7iot).  Did  you  ask  her  whether  she  had  made  application  ?  —  l  am  notaware 
w  hether  I  did  or  not. 

7107.  Mr.  Lidilcll.]  She  has  been  obliged  to  sell  her  furniture? — Yes. 

7108.  Chairman.]   When  did  she  sell  it .' — She  sold  it  a  bit  at  a  time. 

7109.  When  she  had  furniture  was  she  living  in  a  separate  house  of  her  own? 
— Yes. 

7110.  Did  she  sell  her  furniture  when  she  went  to  a  neighbour's?  —  She 
sold  her  furniture  at  different  times,  and  then  left  her  house  when  she  could 
not  keep  it  on  any  longer. 

7111.  Did  she  sell  it  long  before  she  left  the  house  ? — She  sold  it  bit  by  bit. 

7112.  And  then  was  taken  in  by  a  neighbour? — Yes. 

273-  c  3  7113.   Is 
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Mr.  Jumes  Turua.        71 1 3.  Is  shc  sick  at  all  ? — She  is  very  feeble,  and  her  sight  is  bad. 

~~\ — T~R^  7'  '4-  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  thing  in  the  regulations  of  the  Com- 

**         ""  '      missioners  which  «ould  prevent  the   board  of  guardians   from  giving  this  woman 

relief,  if  they  thought   it   requisite? — I   understand   the  instructions   to  say,  that 

persons  are  not   to  be  relieved  out  of  the  workliouse,  except  they  are  60  years  of 

age. 

7115.  Where  did  you  find  that  instruction  ? — I  cannot  easily  refer  to  it ;  but 
if  I  recollect  rightly  it  is  in  the  Commissioners'  report. 

7116.  Can  you  point  out  any  passage  which  says  that? — I  cannot  tell  where 
the  passage  is,  but  there  is  such  a  passage  somewhere  ;  I  will  find  it. 

7117.  llave  you  ever  read  tlie  rules  under  which  the  Ampthill  Union  admi- 
nisters relief? — I  have  not. 

7118.  But,  without  having  read  them,  you  undertake  to  say  they  are  prevented 
from  giving  relief  to  a  widow  under  GO  years  of  age  ? — I  have  seen  it  in  the 
Commissioners'  reports,  but  I  cannot  refer  to  the  passage. 

7119.  Be  so  good  as  to  take  the  report  of  the  year  1835,  and  in  page  85  you 
will  find  the  rules  under  which  the  Ampthill  board  of  guardians  administer 
relief.  Will  you  look  over  them,  and  find  any  passage  which  prohibits  the  board 
of  guardians  from  giving  relief  to  any  persons  out  of  the  workhouse  ? — I  find 
here,  "  Except  in  case  of  accident,  sickness,  or  other  urgent  necessity,  no  relief 
shall  be  afforded  from  the  poor-rates  of  any  parish  or  place  comprised  in  the 
said  union,  to  any  pauper  between  the  ages  of  16  and  60,  belonging  to  any  such 
parish  or  place  comprised  in  the  said  union,  who  shall  not  be  resident  therein ; 
provided  always,  that  this  regulation  shall  not  extend  to  any  person  not  being  an 
able-bodied  male  pauper,  between  the  ages  of  16  and  60,  who  shall,  on  the  day 
herein  appointed  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  guardians,  be  in  the  receipt  of  relief 
from  any  parish  or  place  comprised  in  the  said  union,  although  not  resident  ia 
such  parish  or  place." 

7120.  Does  this  woman  reside  in  her  own  parish  ? — I  believe  she  does  not. 

7 1 21.  Then  that  would  appear  to  apply  to  her;  but  is  there  not  this  pro- 
viso, "  Provided  always,  that  this  regulation  shall  not  extend  to  any  person, 
not  being  an  able-bodied  male  pauper,  between  the  ages  of  16  and  60,  vvho 
shall  on  the  day  herein  appointed  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  guardians,  be 
in  the  receipt  of  relief  from  any  parish  or  place  comprised  in  the  said  union." 
This  woman  had  been  in  the  receipt  of  relief  prior  to  this  appointment  of 
the  board  of  guardians,  though  she  did  not  reside  in  the  parish  ;  it  appears, 
therefore,  that  the  board  would  have  been  entitled  under  this  rule  to  give  her 
relief? — But  shc  does  not  reside  in  the  parish  in  which  she  did  at  the  time 
when  she  had  this  shilling  a  week. 

7122.  But  if  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  relief  before  the  union  was 
formed,  and  had  been  then  a  pauper,  whether  she  resided  in  the  same  parish  or 
not,  the  board  would  have  a  discretion  to  continue  or  discontinue  the  relief?  — 
Then  they  have  discontinued  it. 

7123.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Do  you  undertake  to  point  out  this  rule  or  regulation  to 
which  you  refer  ? — I  will  look  for  it. 

7124.  Mr.  jPieWen.]  Your  impression  has  been  derived  more  from  what  you 
have  heard  of  the  practice  than  of  the  rules  under  which  the  guardians  profess  to 
act  ? — I  am  certain  it  is  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  there  that 
they  must  be  60  years  of  age,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  my  impression,  and  I  think  that  I 
have  seen  such  a  regulation. 

^125.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  cases  in  Ampthill  Union  in  which  persons 
under  60  years  of  age  receive  relief  out  of  the  workhouse? — There  are  some  few. 

7126.  What  description  of  cases  are  those  ? — In  cases  of  sickness  some  of  them 
have  received  relief  under  60. 

7127.  Cases  of  infirmity  ? — Some  cases  of  infirmity. 

7128.  Cases  where  persons  have  not  been  able  to  earn  their  livelihood? 
—Yes. 

7129.  In  those  cases  relief  is  given  though  the  party  is  not  60  years  of  age  ? 
—Yes. 

7130.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Then  is  it  not  clear  that  there  is  no  regulation  of  the 
board  of  guardians  or  of  the  Commissioners  to  prevent  relief  being  given  to  persons 
under  the  age  of  60  ? — I  will  look  for  it. 

7131.  Mr.  Fieldeii.]  But  whether  there  be  such  a  rule  or  not,  what  you  are 
speaking  to  is  the  practice  which  you  are  informed  prevails  r  — It  is. 

7732-  ^V'ill 


.ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.     (1S3&.)  23 

7132.  Will  you  go  to  the  case  of  George  Cox,  which  you  have  mentioned  ? —  ^^^-  J<""f*  Turner. 
"  George  Cox  is  44  years  of  age ;  he  has  a  wife  and  six  children  ;  he  lives  in  Ampt-  \ 

hill,  but  I  believe  he  belongs  to  Flitwick  ;  that  is  in  the  union  ;  the  eldest  of  his  3  •■^P"'  '''38. 
children  is  19  and  the  youngest  12  ;  but  the  eldest,  19,  has  been,  since  this  note 
was  taken,  married,  so  that  that  brings  him  down  to  five  children ;  he  had  not 
very  good  health  ;  last  summer,  about  July,  this  man  had  sold  his  furniture,  and 
he  had  sold  his  wheel-barrow,  his  potato  fork,  and  his  iron  rake  and  other 
things,  and  his  bed  stocks  he  had  burnt  for  fire-wood  ;  this  man  was  under  the 
necessity  of  going  into  the  workhouse  ;  he  went  into  the  workhouse  in  Easter 
week  of  1837,  and  took  five  of  the  children  in  with  him  ;  remained  in  11  weeks; 
during  the  time  they  were  in,  the  rent  accumulated  to  16.y.  2d.,  and  the  landlord 
seized  what  furniture  remained,  they  liaving  left  the  two  eldest  children  in  the 
bouse  ;  when  this  family  came  out,  they  had  nowhere  to  go,  but  the  first  night 
they  slept  in  Abbots  rick-yard  in  Flitwick  ;  they  then  afterwards  lived  in  Mr. 
Osborn's  barn  nine  weeks,  and  then  Osborn  wanted  his  barn,  and  they  removed 
into  John  Chapman's,  and  there  remained  nine  weeks  ;  this  barn  was  wanted, 
and  they  were  turned  out,  but  found  an  empty  house  in  Ampthill ;  in  a  few 
weeks  after  the  husband  had  no  work  and  was  unwell,  and  they  again  went  into 
the  workhouse  and  remained  there  14  weeks,  and  came  out  yesterday  ;  and  now 
they  are  with  their  son  in  a  house,  a  very  small  one,  not  nine  feet  square,  and 
one  room  upstairs,  this  family  together  with  the  son  and  his  wife  and  child  ; 
when  they  came  out  of  the  workhouse  at  that  time,  the  youngest  child  had  no 
clothes,  and  was  brought  out  as  naked  as  when  it  was  born  ;"  that  is  my  in- 
formation. 

7133.  How  old  was  the  child  ? — Two  years  and  four  months. 

7134.  Have  you  any  thing  further  to  state;  what  has  become  of  this  family 
since  ? — I  «ent  to  see  them  the  morning  I  came  up  ;  I  found  them  living  in  a 
house  without  windows;  without  any  floor  only  the  earth  ;  all  the  tiles  taken  up 
and  no  windows  to  the  house,  and  the  husband  not  well;  and  since  that  they  are 
gone  into  the  workhouse  again,  and  they  are  now  in  again. 

7135.  He  with  his  five  children  has  returned  into  the  workhouse? — Either 
four  or  five  ;  I  think  one  of  them  is  left  out. 

71 36.  What  was  the  employment  of  this  man  before  he  went  into  the  house  ? — 
He  is  a  labourer  ;  he  has  lived  in  barns  and  in  this  house  without  windows  ;  and 
such  weather  as  it  hajs  been,  it  has  not  been  pleasant ;  and  now  his  health  is 
such  that  he  cannot  work,  and  he  is  in  the  workhouse  again. 

7137.  What  character  did  this  man  bear  ;  did  you  make  any  inquiry  upon  that 
point? — I  did  make  some  inquiry;  when  I  made  inquiry  into  the  circumstances, 
and  found  them  such  as  they  were,  I  wanted  to  know  what  character  he  bore,  and 
1  sent  him  over  to  get  his  character  from  the  last  employer,  and  I  will  read  what 
they  say  of  him  :  "This  is  to  certify,  that  George  Cox,  the  elder,  has  worked 
with  me,  and  do  not  consider  him  either  a  drunkard  or  a  spendthrift,  and  have 
not  heard  that  he  is  considered  so  by  his  neighbours.  (Signed)  JF.  P.  Sauircs ; 
A.  BroiL-n,  vicar  of  Flitwick  ;  Frederick  Henry  Sharp,  churchwarden." 

7138.  Do  you  know  the  wages  that  he  received  when  he  was  in  the  employ- 
ment of  that  farmer? — I  do  not;  1  should  think  ds.  a  week,  but  I  have  no 
account  of  that. 

7139.  Were  his  family  able  to  earn  any  thing? — Two  girls  could  plait,  but  I 
think  they  are  not  very  expert  at  it;  it  did  not  appear  to  me  as  if  they  were  very 
active  at  it. 

7140.  Do  you  think  that  they  could,   by  any  labour  that  they  could  perform, 

obtain  a  livelihood  such  as   a   labouring  man  and   his  family  ought  to  have? 

Certainly  not;  those  two  that  plait  would  earn  about  1*.  6d.  a  week  each;  this 
man,  on  account  of  living  in  this  sort  of  way,  his  health  is  not  such  that  he  can 
do  a  day's  work  for  a  farmer. 

7141.  This  man  has  been  compelled,  fron)  the  pressure  of  poverty,  to  o-o  into 
the  workhouse  the  various  times  which  you  have  enumerated  ? — He  has  suffered 
very  much. 

7142.  Mr.  LiddelL]  It  was  a  fact  that  his  youngest  child  was  allowed  to  leave 
the  workhouse  in  a  state  of  absolute  nudity  ? — I  am  so  informed  by  various 
individuals. 

7143.  \\hcn  was  it  brought  out  of  the  workhouse  ?— My  note  says,  "  They  all 
came  out  yesterday;"  that  is  three  iveiks  ago. 

-~3-  c  4  714-1.  The 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       7144-  The  man  then  went  out   of  his  own   accord? — He  was  told   tliat  there 

was  work  for  him,  and  he  went  and  got  a  few  days' work  ;  but  his  health  is  such 

3  April  1838.      that  he  cannot  follow  it  up,  and  he  is  again  in  the  workhouse. 

7i4;-5.  But  on  the  5ih  of  March  lie  went  out,  expecting  to  get  employment? 
— Yes. 

7146.  Do  you  know  what  work  it  was  r — Some  little  work  for  a  farmer. 

7147.  At  what  wages  ? — One  shilling  and  sixpence  a  day. 

7148.  Mr.  LidcklL]  Willi  this  child  in  absolute  nakedness  he  took  refuge  in 
the  barn  without  any  Avindows  ? — When  they  came  out  they  went  to  the  son's 
house,  and  subsequently  went  to  a  house  that  has  neither  windows  nor  floor  to  it ; 
the  son's  house  is  within  a  few  100  yards  of  the  workhouse. 

7I4().  Mr.  Fieldcn.]  Have  you  heard  of  this  man  or  his  wife  making  any  com- 
plaints of  the  insufficiency  of  the  food  in  the  workhouse  for  his  maintenance? — 
I  have  ;  they  have  frequently,  as  well  as  others  that  have  come  out,  complained 
that  they  had  not  a  sufficiency  of  food  allowed  them ;  but  in  all  instances,  when 
they  have  complained,  they  have  stated  that  the  master  of  the  workhouse  has 
always  given  them  the  full  quantity  which  he  was  allowed  to  give,  what  the 
dietary  allowed  ;  there  were  scales,  and  they  could  weigh  it,  but  in  no  instance 
have  they  been  cheated  out  of  what  they  were  allowed  to  have. 

~\')().  Then  the  complaint  was,  tliat  the  allowance  of  the  workhouse  was  insuf- 
ficient?— It  was,  and  in  no  in.stance  have  I  heard  a  complaint  of  the  governor  of 
the  workhouse.  I  would  just  wish  to  add,  relative  to  this  case  of  Cox's,  that  the 
clothes  which  the  child  was  wrapped  in  was  an  under  petticoat  taken  from  one  of 
the  eldest  girls ;  and  that  is  my  information  from  the  mother. 

7151.  Have  you  in  your  recollection  the  case  of  Richard  Lack? — I  have. 

7l.'52.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  circumstances  of  his  case? — 
"  Richard  Lack  is  41'  years  of  age,  has  been  in  the  workhouse  four  months ;  he 
has  eight  children,  the  oldest  is  twelve  and  the  youngest  is  nine  months  ;  he 
came  out  on  the  3d  of  February  ;  before  he  went  into  the  workhouse  he  sold  part 
of  his  furniture,  a  dung-fork,  a  spade,  a  pick-axe,  a  new  hoe,  a  cast-iron  pot — all 
this  went  for  food  ;  he  burnt  the  bed-posts  for  iire-wood.  Before  this  family  had 
been  in  the  workhouse  three  weeks  the  youngest  children,  three  of  them,  had 
forgotten  their  father. 

7153.  That  was  in  consequence  of  being  separated  from  him? — Yes. 

7154.  What  were  the  ages  of  the  three  youngest  children  ? — The  youngest  is 
nine  months  old,  and  the  two  next  1  cannot  tell  the  ages,  but  the  oldest  is  12 
years  of  age,  so  that  they  could  not  be  above  three  or  four  years  of  age. 

7155.  Have  you  seen  Richard  Lack  yourself,  or  his  wife? — Yes. 

7156.  Did  you  receive  this  information  from  them? — This  information  came 
from  the  mother. 

71-57.  Did  she  make  any  complaint  of  the  dietary  in  the  Ampthill  workhouse? 

She  did. 

71,58.  What  did  she  state  about  it? — She  made  the  same  statement  that  others 
had  made,  that  the  food  was  not  sufficient,  that  the  bread  was  good,  but  that  there 
was  not  enough  of  it ;  that  the  soup  and  the  gruel  was  not  good,  and  that  there 
was  an  insufficiency  for  them. 

7159.  Is  there  any  thing  further  that  you  wish  to  say  relative  to  Richard  Lack  ? 
He  belonged  to  Cranfield  ;  when  he  went  in  he  gave  up  his  house,  and  broke  up 
his  establishment,  and  he  had  nowhere  to  go. 

7160.  Chairman.]  Does  it  appear  that  Richard  Lack  entered  the  house  on  the 
11th  of  December  1837,  and  left  it  on  the  3d  March  1838?— He  states,  that  he 
liad  been  four  months ;  that  would  be  about  the  time  :  they  are  not  very  correct 
with  dates. 

7161.  Why  did  he  leave  the  house  ;  did  he  leave  it  of  his  own  accord? — Yes, 
with  the  expectation  of  getting  work. 

71G2.  Did  he  leave  it  with  any  assistance? — I  am  notaw^are. 

7163.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  did  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

7164.  Did  you  ask  him  ? — No. 

7165.  If  he  had  a  loan  of  10a.  from  the  parish,  he  did  not  state  that  to  you  ? — 
No ;  he  states  that  when  he  gets  to  Cranfield  he  has  no  house,  and  no  where 
to  go. 

716G.  And  he  did  not  state  that  he  left  the  workhouse  with  a  loan  of  10*.? 
—  No. 

7 1 67.  You 
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7167.  You  say  the  three  youngest  children  had  forgotten  their  parents  in  three  Mt.  James  Turner. 
weeks? — That  is  the  statement.  

7168.  Did  you  ascertain  the  age  of  the  eldest  of  those  three  youngest  chil-       3  April  1838. 
dren  ? — No. 

7169.  The  eldest  of  the  three  youngest  was  born  in  1833 ;  he  must  have  been, 
therefore,  four  years  old  in  1837.  Do  you  think  it  probable  that  a  child  four 
years  old  would  forget  its  parents  in  three  weeks  ? — I  should  think  so ;  they  have 
another  dress  on,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  a  child  might  not  know  its  parents 
with  another  dress. 

7170.  The  second  was  two  years  and  a  half  old  ;  how  old  was  the  youngest? — 
Nine  months. 

7171.  Was  that  child  of  nine  months  able  to  walk?—  I  should  think  not. 

7172.  Was  it  separated  from  its  mother? — I  should  think  not. 

7173.  Then  if  it  was  not  separated  from  its  mother,  how  could  it  forget  its 
mother? — It  was  the  father  to  whom  I  was  alluding. 

7174.  You  said  "  parents?" — The  young  ones  are  with  their  mother. 

71 75.  Then  the  children  are  not  separated  from  their  mother  ? — The  very  young 
ones  are  not,  I  believe. 

7176.  Then  this  could  not  apply  to  the  mother? — I  meant  to  confine  it  to  the 
father. 

7177.  Do  you  know  that  Lack  had  in  his  pocket  13*.  when  he  left  the  work- 
house ? — I  do  not. 

7178.  Do  you  know  that  the  children  of  paupers  regularly  see  their  parents 
twice  a  day  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  they  see  their  fathers. 

7179.  If  they  do,  does  not  that  decrease  the  probability  of  their  forgetting  their 
fathers  at  the  end  of  three  weeks? — Yes. 


Mr.  Chadwick  delivc7-ed  in  certain  Returns. —  Vide  Appendixes  (A.)  &  (13.) 
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APPENDIX. 

Appendix  (A .) — AN  ACCOUNT  showing  the  Popilation,  according  to  the  last  Census,  of  the  following  Unions  under  the 

Oi'T-DOOB  Relief,  in  Maintenancf.  and  Establishment  CriAiiGEs;  together  with  the  Number  of  In-i>oou  and  Out-boob 

per  Cori^f  JDccretise  in  each  Union,  iu>  compared  with  the  Average  Annuat  Expenditure  of  tlic  Three  Years 


UNIONS. 


BEDFORD : 

Ainpthill  - 
Bedford     - 
Biggleswade 
Luton       -        .        - 
A\'obum    -        -        - 

Berks  : 

Abingdon 

(oiikliain 

Eastliampstead  - 

Faring<loii 

Hungerford 

Newl)ury 

Rending    -         -         - 

M'allingford 

Wantage  -         -         - 

AV^indsor   -         -         - 

Wokingham 

Buckingham  : 

Amershain 

Buckingham      - 

Eton 

Winslow  -        -        - 

Cambridge: 

Linton  .  -  - 
Royston    -         -         - 

DonsET : 

Blandford 

Poole         -         -         - 

Shaftesbury 

Essex: 

Billericay 
Chelmsford 
Colchester 

Dunmow  -  -  - 
Halstcad  -  -  - 
Maldon  -  -  - 
Orsctt  .  -  - 
Rochford  -  -  - 
Saffron  Walden 
Tcndring  -         -         - 

Gloicester  : 
Clieltenham 
Gloucester 

Newent    -         -         - 
Tewkesbury 
^^'cstbury-oIl-Scvem 
*Wheatenhurst 

Hebtford  : 

Alban's,  St. 

Barnct      -         -         - 

Bishop's  Stortford 

Hatfield   - 

Hertford  -         -         - 

Hitchia     -         -         - 

M'are 

A\'atford   -         -         - 

M'clwyn  -         -         . 

Kent: 

Ashford,  M'est  - 
Avlcsford,  North 
Biean 

Bridge  -  -  - 
Cranbrook 

,  Dover  (late  River)  - 
Eastry  -  -  . 
Elhani  -  -  - 
Faversham 

Gravesend  and  Milton 
Hollinghournc  - 
Mailing     -         -        - 
Milton 


.a 

e 


10 
44 
2li 
1.5 
16 

38 

7 

5 
31 
20 
18 

3 
28 
33 

G 
IC 

10 
.^O 
U) 
17 

22 
29 

33 

8 

19 

20 
31 
1« 
2.5 
10 
32 
18 
23 
24 
30 

12 
37 
18 
23 
13 
14 

8 
9 

20 

4 

18 

28 

1.5 

0 

4 

10 
15 
10 

6 
22 
2(J 
13 
2.5 

2 

2.3 
22 
18 


Population 


1S31. 


14,.3.57 
28,033 
18,129 
1.5,4a3 
10,033 

10,054 
10,-5 17 
0,980 
14,2.30 
18,.550 
19,0,54 
10,(142 
12,219 
15,917 
15,980 
11,888 

15,.331 

13,129 

18,1.37 

7,847 


11, .587 
1.5,071 


13,0.50 
11,0,52 
12,2.39 

12,.529 
24,212 
10,107 
18,769 
15,901 
18,917 
8,009 
12,953 
17,987 
21,002 

29,801 
22.298 
11,049 
14,193 
8,760 
7,770 

1.5,8A3 

8,970 

18,012 

5,9.33 

12,155 

20,639 

14,654 

15,379 

1,970 

7,0.34 
12,171 
11,1.39 
10,4.39 
12,810 
10,754 
13,518 

8,212 
14,923 

9,445 
1.3,.3fi5 
16,398 
10,6i!9 


Expended  for  the  Relief  and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor 


LADY-DAY. 


In-door. 


£. 
231 
417 
353 
262 
192 

311 
286 
124 
356 

3(!5 
319 
425 
197 
289 
372 
271 

221 
230 
403 
208 

2.33 
192 

1.59 
282 
108 

207 
405 
311 

297 
209 
423 
212 
451 
247 
400 

401 
173 
124 

228 
101 
104 

4.34 
147 
319 
213 
222 
392 
249 
273 
65 

147 

360 
1.53 
275 
543 
254 
334 
253 
256 
261 
447 
292 
278 


Out-door. 


£. 

850 

1,722 

1,181 

926 

694 

1,196 

94 

276 

785 

1,473 

1,047 

020 

1,244 

1..559 

538 

815 

1,045 

1,188 

708 

722 

1,.3,51 
1,049 

1,190 

378 

1,096 

098 
2,949 
1,302 
2,093 
1,952 
1,382 
656 
615 
1.918 
1,634 

598 

708 
557 
594 
426 
499 


405 

.501 

1,605 

99 

716 

1,.348 

1,113 

524 

46 


Establish- 
ment. 

£. 

523 
(iOl 
248 
240 
233 

500 
200 
115 
380 
4.39 
5(X) 
414 
670 
645 
410 
201 

211 
145 
601 
696 

354 
338 

343 

18 

182 

252 
539 
372 
514 
3.30 
311 
221 
3.38 
394 
415 

234 
144 
170 
248 
59 
880 

201 
3.53 
442 
115 
257 
930 
2.38 
197 
71 


5.38 

276 

915 

400 

737 

245 

538 

198 

841 

,315 

476 

133 

608 

268 

684 

233 

917 

5.50 

258 

167 

,101 

277 

,244 

755 

664 

292 

Total. 


£ 

1,004 
2,74»J 
1,782 
1,428 
1,119 

2,013 
040 
515 
1,5-,>1 
2,277 
2,400 
1,405 
2,(11 1 
2,493 
1,320 
1,347 

1,477 
1,5(13 
1,072 
1,526 

1,9.38 
1,579 

1.692 

678 

1,440 

1,157 
3,893 
1,985 
2.904 
2,491 
2,116 
1,089 
1,404 
2,559 
2,515 

1,2.%3 

1,025 
851 

1,070 
.586 

1,483 

1,040 

1,(101 

2.426 

427 

1,195 

2,076 

1,6CJ0 

994 

182 

901 
1,075 
1,1.35 
1,011 
1,099 

863 
1,210 
1,170 
1,723 

686 
1.825 
2,291 
1,134 


MID.SUMMER. 


In-duor. 


£. 

203 
355 
.304 
282 
127 

313 

259 
135 
271 
28(i 
286 
309 
202 
245 
412 
265 

287 
259 
448 
106 

201 
210 


Out-door. 


£. 
818 

1,6.57 

1,1.52 

876 

696 

1,066 

70 

264 

681 

1,347 

1,580 

588 

1,116 

1,289 

622 

749 

1,0.34 

1,090 

010 

642 

1.200 
936 


Establifth- 
mcut. 


£. 

290 
255 
372 
148 
234 

853 
182 
125 
409 
468 
618 
267 
290 
851 
314 
310 

221 
14.3 
675 
420 

207 
216 


1.54         1,022  266         1,442 

Included  in  Michaelmas  Quarter  • 


Total. 


£. 
1,311 

2,267 
1,828 
1..306 
1,057 

2,2.32 
611 
524 
1,.361 
2,101 
2,484 
1,224 
1,014 
2,385 
1,248 
1,324 

1,.542 
1,498 
1,6.33 
1,168 

1,728 
1,362 


180 

217 

374 
.3.34 
268 
191 
353 
203 
411 
208 
477 

437 

175 

85 

214 
124 
102 

452 
164 
344 
221 
258 
343 
245 
219 
86 

194 

261 

89 

202 
4.50 
202 
.304 
224 
240 
279 
396 
266 
234 


911 

219 

719 

218 

2,.501 

620 

1,1.32 

625 

1,967 

356 

1,747 

348 

1,200 

392 

5.58 

192 

428 

.  407 

1,900 

4.34 

1,.383 

414 

565 

20(> 

692 

231 

511 

144 

542 

276 

367 

392 

454 

658 

351 

406 

437 

346 

1,6.52 

3(!3 

114 

112 

63(; 

170 

1,229 

431 

957 

606 

500 

301 

47 

72 

534 

227 

1   837 

314 

097 

178 

435 

119 

741 

329 

495 

237 

547 

511 

631 

262 

869 

318 

210 

1.53 

972 

583 

1,137 

7.50 

535 

221 

1,316 

1.1.54 
3,.3;t5 
2,091 
2,5!)1 
2,286 
1,94.5 
953 
1,240 
2,542 
2,274 

1,268 
1,098 

740 
1 ,032 

883 
1,214 

1,209 

947 

2,-359 

447 

1 .004 

2,003 

1,708 

1,020 

205 

955 
1,412 

964 

816 
1,.520 

934 
1,-302 
1,117 
1,427 

642 
1,951 
2,1.53 

990 


The  whole  cost  of  the  purchase  and  alteration  and  fuinishing  the  workhouse  has  been  paid  out  of  the  poor-rates  hy  most  of 

head  "  Establishment"  is  accounted 
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APPENDIX. 


Poon  Law  Amenhment  Act  in  which  W'orkiioises  have  been  establLshtd  Two  Years  and  upwards;  also  the  Sims  expended  in 
1'alpeks  relieved  during  each  Quarter  of  tlie  Year  ended  2oth  December  1837  respectively  ;  specifying  the  Amount  and  Rate 
preceding  tlie  formation  of  such  Unions,  and  the  per  C'entagc  of  In-door  Paupers  on  the  Population. 


during  each  Quarter  of  the  Year  ended  25  Dec 

ember  1837. 

Total  E 
cnd< 

xpenditui 

id  2.5  Dec 

M1CI1AELM.4.S. 

CHRISTMAS. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Establish- 
nient. 

Total. 

lo-door. 

Out-door. 

Establish- 
ment. 

Total. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£ 

141 

804 

516 

1,461 

212 

775 

109 

1,186 

787 

3,247 

31.5 

1,-.71 

366 

2,252 

378 

1,610 

3.50 

2,.3:38 

1,465 

6,500 

2(;--) 

1,077 

217 

1,5.50 

.337 

1,110 

629 

1,985 

1,2.50 

4,520 

ii;i.i 

a34 

163 

1,222 

330 

964 

280 

1,.5&3 

1,109 

3,6<XJ 

I2:i 

601 

240 

964 

140 

684 

473 

1,197 

682 

2,575 

272 

975 

500 

1,756 

203 

1,026 

476 

1,705 

1,189 

4,2ra 

1!M 

m 

178 

435 

203 

71 

621 

985 

1,020 

.301 

1«7 

21!3 

110 

500 

124 

241 

118 

4a3 

4!K) 

1,064 

IGG 

G2it 

365 

1,150 

240 

733 

3<J6 

1,270 

1,0.33 

2.827 

11!G 

1,20G 

770 

2,162 

310 

1,218 

347 

1,875 

1,147 

.5,244 

2.-.1 

1..518 

470 

2,248 

244 

1,416 

291 

1,051 

1,100 

6,161 

.'U'J 

■A-.i 

226 

1,088 

371 

407 

2<i3 

1,131 

1,514 

2,224 

n;i 

1 ,0.io 

2,30 

1,4.35 

108 

1,120 

370 

1,688 

758 

4,515 

i.-)i; 

1,148 

464 

1,768 

284 

1,264 

3.36 

1,884 

974 

5,260 

r.;!.-! 

480 

218 

1,040 

466 

489 

38.5 

1,.340 

1,.583 

2,038 

240 

G85 

260 

1,104 

277 

701 

201 

1,260 

1,053 

2,950 

2.30 

80.5 

227 

1,.352 

243 

967 

284 

1,404 

981 

.3,041 

244 

1,0.52 

127 

1,423 

201 

1,096 

302 

1,680 

1.024 

4,432 

W7 

.551 

300 

1,2.57 

420 

663 

421 

1,404 

1.638 

2,4.32 

127 

682 

147 

856 

172 

606 

130 

908 

613 

2,552 

100 

1,1G4 

425 

1,788 

199 

1,206 

349 

1,754 

a32 

4,981 

2(HJ 

SKK) 

181 

1,287 

22a 

929 

935 

2,089 

833 

3,814 

1.3B 

1,031 

318 

1,487 

173 

977 

224 

1,374 

624 

4,220 

r,.-,-2 

751 

470 

1,873 

300 

401 

61 

752 

1,2.34 

I, .5.30 

175 

805 

60 

1,130 

101 

930 

244 

1,365 

720 

3,832 

107 

C.50 

222 

1,060 

248 

700 

3.30 

1,287 

869 

2,767 

.'i02 

2,I.3G 

474 

2,012 

452 

2,3  6 

.5.30 

3,288 

1,.5.33 

9,8!)2 

.^•!i) 

87.3 

408 

1,710 

374 

888 

481 

1,743 

1  ,.358 

4,105 

20!) 

],!H)4 

744 

2,857 

360 

1  ,!).30 

705 

.3.013 

1.143 

7,003 

144 

1,423 

346 

1,913 

166 

1..500 

340 

2,1  K)6 

710 

6,622 

2c.y 

1,0.33 

3.38 

1,640 

454 

1,046 

241 

1,741 

1,40!) 

4,661 

170 

523 

184 

877 

182 

543 

229 

054 

767 

2,280 

38;i 

373 

252 

1,008 

.361 

447 

C72 

1,480 

1,606 

l,8r)3 

00 

1,807 

304 

2,210 

101 

1,874 

651 

2,526 

055 

7,409 

382 

i,ia3 

256 

1,821 

308 

1,110 

278 

1,786 

1,723 

5,310 

.320 

485 

313 

1,126 

382 

700 

.340 

1,431 

1,548 

2,-348 

Kw, 

714 

342 

1,221 

215 

721 

320 

1,2.56 

728 

2,&35 

(".2 

45fi 

131 

640 

54 

464 

1.50 

668 

325 

l.Ofia 

]!iO 

5.33 

260 

973 

108 

655 

2fM 

1,0.37 

820 

1(12 

451 

135 

638 

74 

384 

2<10 

6.58 

401 

l.6:;8 

UU 

433 

291 

842 

187 

438 

755 

1,380 

511 

1,824 

410 

302 

101 

903 

394 

310 

244 

948 

1,600 

1,.308 

240 

3G8 

467 

1,075 

174 

307 

367 

9.38 

725 

1,703 

2i!(! 

1,2.32 

2.57 

1,755 

3.53 

1,704 

243 

2,300 

1,282 

6,2.53 

20lt 

G5 

ia3 

456 

2.30 

93 

88 

411 

872 

371 

220 

GOl 

165 

985 

265 

6f»0 

203 

1,058 

!t74 

2,.54^1 

2l!.) 

1,002 

667 

1,924 

4.39 

1,1  ft3 

636 

2,158 

1,4.30 

4,852 

200 

884 

268 

1,.361 

2(!4 

906 

291 

1,461 

!)67 

3.8* K) 

217 

602 

264 

083 

261 

604 

681 

1,.346 

970 

2,a30 

60 

60 

75 

185 

80 

60 

82 

222 

201 

203 

loa 

402 

248 

&48 

173 

620 

461 

1,144 

622 

2.084 

204 

785 

180 

1,178 

316 

845 

623 

l.lUtl 

1,141 

3,;!82 

04 

G17 

314 

905 

1.34 

652 

211 

!H)7 

440 

2,70.3 

200 

400 

128 

737 

272 

44.5 

162 

879 

1,000 

1.827 

.•)(i3 

641 

263 

1,267 

407 

762 

261 

],.520 

1.853 

2,0I« 

17-i 

401 

2118 

864 

210 

437 

244 

9<K1 

a50 

1,809 

240 

478 

251 

060 

279 

402 

368 

1,1.30 

1.1.57 

2,125 

171 

506 

3.32 

1,0!  to 

261 

R36 

607 

1.4(U 

00!t 

2,.547 

204 

825 

280 

1,318 

274 

a3i 

306 

1,411 

074 

3,442 

2.30 

206 

147 

5!i2 

2.-.(! 

18!1 

1.50 

595 

l,o;!.5 

80.3 

;?oo 

877 

1,540 

2,717 

384 

l,o:« 

490 

1,016 

1.527 

3,083 

223 

1,004 

663 

1,!I85 

206 

1,000 

2.50 

1,'45 

1,077 

4.574 

17.-. 

465 

197 

837 

274 

476 

211 

961 

9<5! 

2,040 

^ 

*e  during 

he  Year 

ember  1837. 

E.tabll>h- 

Total. 

menU 

£. 

£. 

1 ,528 

.5,662 

1,-572 

9,597 

l,:w;o 

7,154 

a3o 

6,.539 

1,180 

4,-337 

2,-344 

7,796 

1,241 

2,-571 

477 

2,a31 

1,4W 

6,320 

2,024 

8,415    ■ 

1,888 

9,149 

1,170 

4,908 

1,475 

6,748 

2,206 

8,5-30 

1,333 

4,954 

1,131 

6,134 

943 

6,865 

717 

6,173 

1,896 

6,966 

1,293 

4,458 

1,.305 

7,208 

1,670 

6,317 

1,151 

6,995 

6.39 

3,-303 

714 

5,266 

l,a31 

4,667   \ 

2,063 

1.3,4«8 

1,076 

7,-529 

2.319 

11,-365 

1.-364 

8,(596 

1,282 

7,442 

826 

3,873 

1,669 

5,1.38 

1,683 

9,8.37 

1,:363 

8,396 

1,162 

6,0.58 

1,0.37 

4,600 

595 

2,908 

1,0<« 

4,112 

786 

2,815 

2,584 

4,919 

1,042 

4,100 

1,-5.33 

3,961 

1,-3<15 

8,840 

408 

1,741 

7l« 

4,.302 

2,470 

8,761 

l.-36;l 

(>,190 

1,-343 

4,-343 

300 

794 

1,202 

3.0O8 

1,426 

5,049 

943 

4,0in 

607 

.3,443 

1,168 

6.0(H) 

002 

.3..561 

1,.398 

4,680 

1,.%'U 

4,7!tO 

1,4(13 

5,870 

617 

2,515 

2,8!  to 

8,400 

2,423 

8.074 

021 

3,922 

y 

thi-  parishes  in  tiiis  union  ;  in  some  few  it  lias  been  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  parish  proporty  ;  the  increase  under  the 
for  by  this  circumstance. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


(continued from  pages  '26  and  -'J J. 

Appendix  (A.) — An  Account  showing  the  Popvlation  according  to  the  last  Census  of  the  following  Unions  under  the 


[^fange  Annual 
[Eqienditurc 

1             for 

Amount  of 
Dui-rease 

Decrease 

Number  of  Paupers 

relieved 

V  N  I  O  N  S. 

Tliri'c  Years 
previous 

in  1837, 

compared 

with 

per 

LADY-DAY 

MIDSUMMER. 

to  the  Formation 

Cent. 

of  Unions. 

the  Averages. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Total. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Total. 

Bedfoiid  : 

£. 

£. 

£. 

f. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Amptliill 

14,602 

0,040 

62 

193 

990 

1,183 

i<;8 

954 

1,122 

Bedford    -        -        - 

25,711; 

16,110 

63 

322 

2,4W 

2,786 

202 

2,112 

2,404 

BiM;leswade 

12,(H»(i 

4,852 

40 

264 

2,618 

.  2,882 

2.55 

1,960 

2,215 

Liiiton       -        -        - 

it.OKI 

3,477 

30 

181 

1,760 

1,941 

178 

1,.358 

1,.536 

Wobum 

10,'J35 

6,508 

60 

127 

1,149 

1,276 

121 

950 

1,071 

Berks  : 

Abingdon 

14.467 

6,671 

46 

263' 

1..524 

1,787 

2.39 

1,0.50 

1,289 

Cookham 

.%94t; 

1,375 

35 

171 

101 

272 

167 

70 

2.37 

Ea.slhampstcad 

2,7(10 

6(!0 

25 

68 

366 

4.34 

67 

2.34 

301 

Faringdnn 

13,124 

7,804 

59 

249 

1,022 

1,271 

208 

714 

923 

Hungerford 

16,073 

7.6.58 

48 

257 

1,411 

1.668 

liK) 

1.802 

1,002 

Newbury 

15,756 

6,607 

42 

250 

i;oi6 

2,166 

226 

1,546 

1,773 

Heading    - 

8,170 

3,271 

40 

351 

811 

1,162 

323 

716 

1,039 

Widlingfurd      - 

13,017 

6,260 

48 

2;h 

656 

800 

247 

812 

1,059 

Wantage  -        -        - 

17,120 

8,500 

50 

2.55 

2,034 

2.289 

213 

1,284 

1,407 

Windsor  -         -         - 

8,368 

3,414 

41 

257 

80  i 

],oa3 

2.55 

652 

007 

Wokingham     - 

8,153 

3,010 

37 

150 

1,176 

1,326 

156 

1,019 

1,176 

BVCKINGIIAM  : 

Anii-rshain 

11, .'■.20 

,5,655 

40 

1.50 

1,.303 

1,.543 

147 

1,.387 

1,.5,34 

Buckiiiglinm     - 

13,705 

7,5;)2 

55 

1.54 

1,645 

1,790 

1.56 

1,472 

1,628 

Eton 

12,064 

6,008 

54 

205 

1,0.38 

1..3;!3 

278 

782 

1,060 

Winslow  -        -        - 

11,201 

6,8.33 

61 

103 

1,077 

1,180 

80 

805 

885 

Cambridge  : 

Linton      -        -        - 

10,.547 

3,.339 

32 

137 

1,827 

1,064 

221 

1,.587 

1,808 

Royston   -        -        - 

10,233 

3,016 

38 

178 

926 

1,104 

178 

800 

078 

Dorset  : 

Blandford 

8,387 

2,.302 

29 

1.52 

2.1.56 

2,308 

146 

1,.5.56 

1,702 

I'oole 

5,216 

1.013 

37 

154 

655 

800 

-    In  Michaelmas  Quarter  - 

Shaftesbury 

8,882 

3,616 

41 

129 

1,7.36 

1,865 

120 

1,357 

1,486 

Essex  : 

Billericay 

8,550 

3,802 

45 

1.50 

500 

740 

129 

4a3 

612 

Cliehnsford 

17,246 

3,758 

0.1 

371 

3,ft30 

4,201 

420 

3,383 

3,803 

Colchester 

10.1. 55 

2,626 

26 

235 

1,.551 

1,786 

262 

1,448 

1,710 

Dunmow 

20,100 

8,744 

4.3 

355 

3,129 

3,4iU 

408 

2,746 

3,1.54 

Halstcad  -        -        - 

16,821 

8,125 

48 

252 

2,579 

2,831 

241 

1,424 

l,6r>.5 

Maiden    - 

14,2.36 

6,704 

48 

214 

2,.331 

2,545 

251 

1,860 

2,111 

Orsett       -        -        - 

5,807 

2,024 

34 

180 

1,108 

1.288 

122 

791 

013 

Rochford 

0,485 

4, .347 

46 

273 

474 

747 

231 

.306 

5.37 

Saffi-on  ■^Valdcn 

16,373 

6,5.36 

40 

1.53 

2,664 

2,817 

167 

2,1.39 

2,-306 

Tcndring 

17,8.50 

9,454 

63 

356 

3,200 

3,556 

339 

2,.548 

2,887 

Glouckster  : 

Cheltenham 

5,7.32 

674 

12 

244 

951 

1,195 

276 

7.58 

1,0.34 

Gloucester 

7,2H(> 

2,686 

37 

1.53 

085 

1,1,38 

146 

958 

1,104 

Newcnt    -        -        - 

6,003 

2,185 

43 

81 

001 

082 

74 

776 

849 

Tewkesbury     - 

7,710 

3,598 

47 

152 

857 

1,009 

184 

845 

1,029 

Westbury-on-Sevem 

3,466 

651 

19 

79 

613 

602 

03 

670 

663 

»Wheatenhurst 

3,606 

tl,313 

f36 

70 

774 

844 

85 

677 

762 

Heetpord  : 

Alban's,  St. 

8,488 

4,388 

52 

266 

879 

1,145 

237 

6.53 

800 

Bamct      -         -         . 

5,486 

1,525 

28 

07 

629 

726 

111 

5.54 

665 

Bishop's  Stortford 

17,421 

8,581 

40 

329 

1,065 

2,204 

341 

1,562 

1,893 

Hatfield   - 

3,177 

1,436 

45 

135 

223 

358 

135 

143 

278 

Hertford  - 

8,202 

3,000 

48 

181 

403 

.584 

201 

380 

581 

Hitchen    -        -        - 
Ware 

12,315 
12,131 

3,554 
5,041 

29 
40 

251 
170 

2,045 
1,6  j  2 

2,206 
1,782 

204 
177 

1,511 
1,375 

1,715 
],.552 

M^atford    - 

8,473 

4,130 

40 

1.59 

701 

050 

142 

699 

841 

Welwyn  -         -         - 

1,037 

243 

23 

.30 

92 

122 

32 

78 

110 

Kent: 

Ashford,  A\''est 

10,806 

6,808 

64 

145 

052 

1,007 

1.36 

744 

880 

Avlesford,  North 

8,400 

12,224 

0,808 

2,.541 

30 

204 

1,324 

1,.528 

198 

912 

1,110 

Blean        -         -         . 
Bridge      -        -        - 
Cranbrook 

8,1.33 
6,365 

67 
65 

148 
106 

000 
801 

1,0.57 
007 

90 

202 

857 
678 

056 
780 

1 1 ,881 

5,875 

40 

355 

2,248 

2,603 

303 

1,.371 

1,674 

Dover  (late  River)     - 

7,416 

3,855 

52 

201 

505 

706 

180 

604 

784 

Eastry      - 

16,272 

11, .592 

71 

232 

1,023 

1,2.55 

2.33 

828 

1,061 

Elham      - 

0,.3(I0 

4,510 

49 

188 

1,068 

1,2.56 

105 

882 

1,077 

Faversham 

17,057 

12,078 

67 

220 

1,.3(;2 

1,.582 

226 

1,246 

1,472 

Gravescnd  and  Milton 

.5,518 

3,003 

54 

176 

4.50 

626 

160 

351 

520 

Hollingboume  - 

18,400 

9,991 

54 

322 

2,318 

2,640 

304 

1,.571 

1,875 

Mailing    -        -        - 

15,220 

7,146 

47 

264 

1,026 

2,190 

243 

1,.303 

1,636 

Milton      - 

11.179 

7,2.57 

65 

222 

689 

911 

200 

612 

821 

(continued  on  pagex  .30 

7nrf3l.) 

The  whole  cost  of  the  purchase  and  alteration  and  furnishing  the  workhouse  has  been  paid  out  of  the  poor-rates  by  most 

under  the  head  "  Establishment    is 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT. 


29 


Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  in  which  VVobkiiouses  have  been  established  Two  Years  and  upwards,  ice. — continued. 


during  the 

Quarters  ended  at 

Average  Annual  Nui 

nbcr  of 

d. 

Per  Centtge 

MICHAELMAS.                   I 

CHRISTMAS 

Paupers  relieve 

of 

Inmates  on  ifaa 

In-duor. 

Out-door. 

Total. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Total. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Total. 

Population. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

.. 

£. 

£. 

11.5 

804 

979 

181 

912 

1,093 

104 

9.30 

1,094 

1  &  1-lOth. 

24.3 

1,762 

2,005 

320 

1,840 

2,160 

294 

2,045 

2,339 

1. 

198 

1,790 

1,!I88 

•    2.59 

1,9.36 

2,195 

244 

2,070 

2,320 

1  &  3-lOths. 

156 

1,200 

1,301 

2f»5 

1,435 

1,040 

180 

1,440 

1,620 

1  &  2-Hiths. 

114 

849 

903 

140 

858 

998 

126 

951 

1,077 

1  &  2-lOths. 

22.1 

937 

1,102 

289 

1,1.35 

1,424 

254 

1,102 

1,416 

1  &  .5-10th3. 

141 

.50 

197 

155 

07 

222 

159 

74 

233 

1  &  .5-lOths. 

.54 

20.5 

259 

59 

2.39 

298 

62 

201 

323 

9-lOths. 

i;!2 

008 

!!00 

207 

775 

982 

199 

795 

994 

1  &  4-lOths. 

140 

1,494 

1,043 

240 

1,.304 

1,010 

211 

1,518 

1,729 

1  &  1-lOth. 

1(J!» 

1,323 

1,492 

219 

1,378 

1,597 

223 

1,541 

1,704 

1  &  2-lOths. 

2.5(! 

.598 

854 

280 

6(i8 

848 

303 

673 

976 

1  &  9-lOths. 

211 

611 

722 

210 

578 

788 

226 

039 

(165 

1  &  8-10th3. 

l.-JS 

],27"> 

1,413 

275 

1,205 

1,540 

220 

1,405 

1,685 

1  &  4-lOths. 

2;u 

.530 

770 

278 

(i88 

966 

250 

671 

927 

1  &  6-10th9. 

148 

779 

927 

181 

984 

1,165 

1.59 

989 

1,148 

1  &  3-lOths. 

1.3.5 

1,209 

1,.344 

1.50 

1,.3L5 

1,405 

145 

1,326 

1,471 

9-lOths. 

170 

1,.321 

1,.500 

223 

1,448 

1,671 

178 

1,471 

1,049 

1  &  4-lOths; 

209 

589 

798 

257 

703 

900 

260 

778 

l,a38 

1  &  4-10th9. 

70 

650 

626 

93 

749 

842 

88 

795 

883 

1  &  1-lOth. 

118 

1,180 

1,.304 

o]2 

1,2.32 

1,444 

172 

1,4.58 

1,0.30 

1  &  5-lOtlis. 

129 

824 

953 

188 

819 

1,007 

168 

842 

1,010 

1  &  1-lOth. 

1.34 

1,0.30 

1,764 

209 

1,.3.34 

1,543 

160 

1,669 

1,829 

1  &  2-lOths. 

100 

.540 

700 

102 

721 

883 

119 

479 

598 

1  &  1-lOth. 

119 

1,121 

1,240 

135 

1,233 

1,308 

128 

1,362 

1,490 

1. 

111 

437 

548 

1.55 

409 

624 

1.30 

495 

631 

1  &  1-lOth. 

314 

2,544 

2,858 

319 

2,747 

3,006 

350 

.3,126 

3,482 

1  &  5-lOtlis. 

247 

949 

1,190 

265 

903 

1,108 

252 

1,213 

1,405 

1  &  6-lOths. 

240 

2,2.39 

2,479 

4.59 

2,.514 

2,973 

366 

2,057 

3,023 

2. 

120 

1,922 

2.048 

204 

2,037 

2,241 

206 

1,991 

2,197 

1  &  3-lOths. 

192 

1,575 

1,707 

281 

1,625 

1,900 

235 

1,848 

2,083 

1  &  2-lOths. 

126 

700 

820 

129 

786 

915 

139 

846 

985 

1  &  6-lOths. 

206 

235 

441 

217 

203 

480 

232 

319 

551 

1  &  8-lOths. 

90 

1,910 

2,0()(> 

122 

2,031 

2,1.53 

133 

2,188 

2.321 

8-lOths. 

272 

1,999 

2,271 

319 

1,087 

2,006 

322 

2,359 

2,681 

1  &  6-lOths. 

210 

766 

970 

280 

1,004 

1,284 

252 

870 

1.122 

9-lOths. 

i;!(! 

930 

1.000 

100 

944 

1,104 

149 

!t.54 

1,103 

7-lOths. 

.50 

002 

718 

63 

681 

744 

09 

755 

824 

6-lOths. 

1.31 

7(M> 

921 

148 

802 

1,010 

154 

a38 

992 

1  &  1-lOth. 

80 

010 

090 

70 

608 

678 

81 

602 

oa3 

9-10th9. 

84 

573 

057 

121 

507 

088 

90 

648 

738 

1  &  2-lOths. 

245 

437 

082 

252 

075 

927 

2.50 

661 

911 

1  .<v:  6-lOths. 

111 

545 

050 

121 

002 

723 

110 

582 

0!»2 

1  &  2-lOths. 

2.34 

1,292 

1,.520 

340 

1,370 

1,710 

311 

1,645 

1,8.50 

1  it  7-lOtlis. 

11.3 

Kli! 

221 

120 

152 

272 

126 

156 

282 

2  &  1-lOth. 

187 

.31U 

50!i 

251 

383 

0.34 

205 

387 

592 

1  \-  7-lOtIis. 

178 

1,282 

1,400 

200 

1,3.53 

1.019 

225 

1,.548 

1.773 

i  c"v  1-1 0th. 

14.3 

991 

1,134 

199 

1,306 

1,505 

172 

1,321 

1,493 

1  &  2-lOths. 

137 

071 

808 

100 

6.58 

818 

149 

705 

8.54 

9-lOths. 

30 

54 

84 

39 

JK3 

135 

33 

80 

1J3 

1  &  7-lOths. 

103 

Oil 

714 

186 

703 

889 

142 

753 

895 

1  &  9-lOths. 

1.57 

782 

9.39 

192 

1,0.53 

1,245 

]!i8 

1,018 

1,206 

1  &  6-lOths. 

7-5 

704 

779 

111 

:           715 

826 

108 

790 

904 

1. 

101 

444 

0115 

203 

!          427 

030 

190 

563 

753 

1  &  8-lOths. 

24.5 

1,192 

1.437 

363 

1,400 

1.703 

316 

1,553 

1,869 

2  &  5-lOths. 

1.57 

523 

080 

171 

477 

048 

177 

5.50 

727 

1  &  O-lOths. 

184 

.5!ll 

775 

222 

658 

780 

218 

750 

908 

1  &  6-lOths. 

147 

9.5(i 

1,103 

203 

612 

715 

ia3 

855 

1,03J» 

2  &  2-lOths. 

2.5.5 

1,010 

1.205 

203 

1,031 

1.294 

241 

1,102 

1,4«W 

1  &  6-lOths. 

J  47 

204 

411 

1.50 

257 

413 

102 

330 

492 

1  &  7-lOths. 

223 

1,.309 

1,.532 

320 

1,504 

1.824 

292 

1,676 

1 .908 

2  &:  2-lOths. 

197 

1,385 

1,.582 

295 

1,412 

1,707 

2.50 

1,529 

1,779 

1  &  5-lOths. 

137 

460 

597 

207 

492 

699 

194 

663 

767 

1  &  8-lOths. 

of  the  par 

ishcs  in  this 

union ;  in  s 

onic  fi'W   it 

tias  lu'cn  I) 

lid  from  the 

proceeds  of 

the  sale  of  pa 

irisli  pmiicrtv. 

The  increase 

accounted  for  by  tliis  circumstance.  t  lucrvase. 
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(coiil'muedfrom  pages  2S  and  1Q  ) 

Appendix  (A.) — An  Aooocnt  showing  the  Population  according  to  the  last  Census  of  the  following  Unions  under  the 


•"" 

Population 

. 

Expended  for  the  Relief  and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor 

U  M  0  N  S. 

0. 

s 

3 

ia 
1838. 

LADY-DAY. 

MIDSUMMER. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Establisb- 

Total. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Esublish- 

Total. 

^ 

mcDt. 

mi'nt. 

K  ENT — contin  iteil. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Romiu'j'  Marsh 

10 

4,8.in 

210 

261 

201 

672 

174 

260 

166 

600 

Sheppcy   -         -         - 

7 

9,934 

263 

380 

223 

8(;6 

256 

362 

246 

864 

TentcriJcn 

11 

10,748 

297 

1,033 

541 

1,871 

422 

782 

244 

1,44« 

Tonbridgo 

10 

21,159 

4(;g 

1,347 

676 

2,489 

325 

1,137 

311 

1,773 

Lincoln : 

Bourn       -        -        - 

37 

17,174 

1.50 

743 

310 

1,203 

153 

607 

222 

982 

Spalding   -        -        - 

8 

15,579 

290 

573 

9.30 

1,793 

401 

470 

611 

1,382 

Stamford  -        -        - 

37 

15,411 

107 

715 

223 

1,045 

97 

631 

732 

1,460 

Middlesex  : 

Heudon    -         -         - 

C 

13,1!)1 

3.51 

320 

542 

1,213 

410 

230 

620 

1,178 

Northampton  : 

Northampton    - 

17 

21,701 

265 

1,028 

223 

1,516 

2.59 

1,0.35 

173 

1,467 

Wclluigborough 

27 

18,571 

171 

1,579 

405 

2,155 

144 

1,484 

468 

2,096 

Oxford  : 

Banbury  -         -         - 

41 

23,705 

256 

2,0,-„3 

811 

3,120 

253 

1,945 

411 

2,609 

Henlty     _         -         _ 

21 

14,651 

276 

1,237 

363 

1,876 

2(53 

1,106 

272 

l,fi41 

Southampton: 

Alresford  -         -         - 

18 

G,971 

212 

5C2 

424 

1,198 

1(54 

636 

286 

986 

Alton 

19 

10,.'?42 

232 

807 

251 

1,290 

188 

716 

&31 

1,2.35 

Cathcrington     - 

6 

1,956 

85 

176 

100 

,t;i 

a5 

1.54 

81 

320 

Christchurch     - 

3 

7,089 

142 

605 

1.35 

782 

KM) 

4(56 

77 

703 

Droxford  -         -         - 

11 

9,549 

243 

848 

199 

1,290 

180 

804 

301 

1,285 

Fareham  -        -        - 

9 

12,137 

261 

725 

57 

1,043 

234 

683 

199 

1,116 

Fordingbridge   - 

s> 

6,507 

143 

525 

.TOO 

9(>8 

127 

517 

131 

775 

Hartley  W'intney 

13 

9.!i;!() 

168 

695 

243 

1,006 

134 

682 

236 

951 

Havaiit     -         -         .. 

(5 

6,3;  11! 

155 

381 

181 

717 

139 

370 

14.5 

654 

Hursley    -         -         - 

4 

2,718 

48 

92 

79 

219 

67 

119 

22 

198 

Kiiigsclcrc 

15 

7,885 

62 

a3() 

361 

1,2.';3 

94 

647 

184 

925 

Lymington 

« 

9,:oi 

374 

632 

4.30 

1,436 

227 

615 

357 

l,o;»i) 

New  M'iiichcster 

32 

16.807 

198 

1,434 

307 

1,939 

202 

1,3.36 

281 

1,81 ;) 

Ringwood 

5 

4.907 

126 

326 

107 

5.59 

163 

305 

96 

5(54 

Ronisey    -         -         - 

12 

9,969 

177 

91)0 

207 

1,284 

14.3 

749 

180 

1,072 

South  Stonchain 

9 

9.447 

217 

375 

142 

734 

172 

405 

311 

888 

Wlutchurch      - 

7 

6,175 

87 

478 

144 

709 

105 

423 

163 

691 

Suffolk  : 

Blything  -         -         - 

49 

25,.303 

466 

1,971 

422 

2,859 

295 

1,799 

.382 

2,476 

Bosmore  and  Claydon 

38 

15.957 

39G 

1,1.34 

471 

2,001 

429 

932 

3W 

1,751 

Cosford     -         _         - 

28 

17,900 

349 

1,289 

409 

2,047 

325 

1,051 

355 

1,731 

Hartismere 

32 

17,871 

1-34 

2,167 

285 

2,.586 

123 

1,894 

419 

2,*56 

Hoxne      -         -         - 

24 

15,166 

335 

1,20.'? 

442 

1,980 

274 

970 

415 

1,659 

Iiiswicli    -         -         - 
Plonicpgate 

14 

20.528 

298 

1,783 

417 

2,498 

281 

1,.5.38 

395 

2,214 

40 

20,703 

238 

2,09() 

118 

2,452 

186 

1,899 

706 

2.791 

Risbiidge 

26 

16,192 

177 

1,660 

310 

2,147 

1.54 

1,450 

477 

2,081 

Stow          _         _         . 

31 

16,846 

197 

1,184 

166 

1,547 

162 

1,077 

407 

1,646 

Sudbury  -         -         - 

42 

27,896 

268 

2,701 

5.53 

3,.522 

244 

2,-527 

1,228 

3,999 

Woodbridge      - 

4G 

22,163 

444 

2,185 

075 

3,304 

422 

1,963 

590 

2,975 

Sussex  : 

Battle       -        -        - 

14 

12,068 

335 

668 

580 

l,.5a3 

349 

600 

580 

1,529 

Chailey    -         -         - 

11 

6,977 

361 

623 

434 

1,418 

292 

499 

651 

1,342 

CufkfiLld  -        -        - 

15 

12,017 

275 

1,092 

314 

1,681 

219 

927 

307 

l,45;i 

Eastbourne 

14 

7,823 

267 

696 

252 

1,215 

198 

632 

246 

1,076 

East  Grinstead  - 

7 

11,476 

504 

967 

484 

1.955 

439 

756 

518 

1,713 

Horsham  -        -        - 

10 

12,270 

345 

956 

388 

1,689 

266 

771 

352 

l,:]ii9 

Lewes       _         _         - 

7 

9,297 

281 

471 

225 

977 

237 

415 

245 

897 

Midhurst  -         -         - 

2(5 

12,2.'i9 

217 

809 

1,026 

2,052 

194 

751 

900 

1,845 

Nfwhaven 

IG 

4,400 

120 

193 

281 

594 

111 

175 

232 

518 

Pet  worth  -         -         - 

5 

9,042 

264 

564 

254 

1,082 

242 

626 

228 

996 

Rye 

12 

11,418 

647 

892 

80!) 

2,248 

610 

6f)5 

308 

1,613 

Steyning  -         -         - 

23 

11,071 

210 

674 

276 

1,160 

187 

624 

475 

1,286 

Thakoham 

14 

7,31 1 

192 

342 

205 

739 

225 

349 

186 

760 

Ticcliurst 

8 

13,347 

216 

960 

239 

1,415 

225 

883 

248 

1,3.56 

Urkfield    - 

11 

16,109 

465 

950 

419 

1,8;}4 

579 

831 

349 

1,759 

Wcstboume 

12 

6,.585 

1.50 

294 

197 

641 

1.33 

280 

].30 

543 

Westhanipnett  - 

37 

16,017 

362 

689 

411 

1,362 

267 

682 

649 

1,398 

Wilts: 

Alderbury 

22 

13,227 

225 

1,108 

398 

1,731 

211 

991 

484 

1,686 

Bradford  -         -         . 

8 

12,660 

298 

865 

269 

1,432 

344 

817 

215 

1,376 

Calne        -         -         - 

11 

8,973 

185 

914 

208 

1,307 

146 

827 

209 

1,182 

Highworth  &-  Swindon 

IG 

12,611 

219 

1,143 

3(11 

1,663 

124 

1,029 

276 

1,429 

%Vestbur\-  and  Mlior- 

10 

13,164 

175 

881 

239 

1,295 

201 

835 

340 

1,376 

wells  Down. 

Totals     -     •     - 

2,312 

1 

1,666,150 

32,999      1 

116,256 

42,971 

192,226 

30,505 

104,491 

42,509 

177,505 

Tlio  .\b->tracts  uf  thesf  Uiiiour*  forthc-  Chi istmas  Quarter  have  not  yot  been 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT. 
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Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  in  which  Wobkhovses  have  been  established  Two  Years  and  upwards,  Sic. — continued. 


during  each  Quarter  »f  the  Year,  ended  25  December  1837. 


MICHAELMAS. 


l[l-*Iu 


£. 
^X'■> 

2UH 

■22r, 
370 

:i:,r, 
UD 

.'iOG 

ir,o 
i.ou 

211 

2(m 

107 
U!.'! 

r,2, 

11!» 
14(! 
214 
UK) 
115 
12.1 

41 
101 
28.3 
171 
108 
152 
174 

05 

.%7 
2!tii 
217 
127 
159 
2".:! 
i:!5 
VV.i 
145 
44;$ 
241 

325 

ICC 
li!.-! 
i.V) 
.154 
24(! 
1»7 

nw 

81 

210 
572 
145 
i;!(i 
174 
;i!Mt 
122 
l'J2 

100 
;)(>5 
125 
100 
183 


Out-door. 


£. 

270 

375 

740 

1,127 

5I!0 
424 
002 

200 

J)!t3 
1,418 

1.708 
1,00'J 

4.35 
0.5n 

140 
4.31! 

711 

0.35 
488 
5.50 
.3.33 
85 
617 
50(> 
1,213 
200 
CU 
325 
3.59 

1,0.52 

841 

051 

1.572 

.044 

1,480 

1.0.37 

1,201 

015 

2,201 

1,737 

5.57 
420 
975 
(ilO 
7.32 
(i50 
404 
081 
162 
475 
0.50 
555 
329 
814 
800 
273 
542 

004 
800 
717 
893 
810 


EstablUh- 
ment. 

£. 

230 
200 
.301 
4.34 

180 
354 
652 


489 
272 


.570 
301 

4.30 
355 
118 
114 
335 
151 
125 
20(! 
230 
77 
320 
.377 
2.50 
105 
109 
143 
118 

080 
374 
504 
472 
415 
359 
270 
09(i 
.393 
803 
1,000 

404 
2.58 
271 
303 
378 
278 
201 
342 
109 
221 
302 
235 
189 
204 
308 
201 
754 

320 
340 
104 
195 
223 


20,187 


9G,0C4 


Total. 

£. 

044 

879 

1,272 

1,931 

907 
1,1.%3 
1,243 

974 

1,042 
1,849 

2,555 
1,518 

1,0,32 

1,170 

310 

071 

1,102 

1,000 

713 

940 

002 

203 

044 

1,100 

1,(540 

473 

032 

042 

642 

2,099 
1,513 
1,072 
2,171 
1,518 
2,098 
2,042 
2,120 
1 ,453 
3,(!27 
2,984 

1,.346 

844 

1,429 

1,009 

1,404 

1,180 

792 

1,200 

412 

900 

1,524 

9.35 

054 

1,102 

1,5.58 

().50 

1,488 

1,380 
1.4.57 
1,000 
1.188 
1,221 


CHRISTMAS. 


lo-tlo 


40,043   162,894 


£. 

199 
202 
480 
399 

178 
182 
103 

389 

182 
200 

204 
310 

2.38 
217 

54 
108 
2.38 
240 
100 
101 
143 

84 
172 
294 
191 
109 
170 
229 

95 

297 
386 
252 
192 
239 
304 
229 
203 
171 
420 
300 


491 
227 
255 
201 
4.31 
323 
207 
210 
80 
204 
573 
274 
18.3 
250 
014 
117 
292 


220 
3.33 
102 
213 
239 


Out-door. 


32,269 


£. 

280 

304 

849 

1,150 

609 
449 
037 

2.55 

949 
1,3.57 

1,829 
1,124 

490 
091 
147 
400 

757 
673 
610 
.571 
328 
91 
598 
.551 
1,293 
312 
6.52 
339 
448 

1,094 

935 

1,007 

1,4.50 

924 

1,492 

1.802 

1,423 

931 

2,392 

1,794 

635 
424 
1,012 
649 
721 
7a3 
46:3 
727 
104 
524 
72.5 
696 
303 
947 
701 
283 
543 

■    900 

811 

741 

1,(»49 

887 


Establiah. 
ment. 


100,495 


£. 
282 
215 
4.33 
344 

204 
609 
498 

478 

.342 
377 

443 
940 

255 
157 

82 
116 
362 
377 
123 
240 
184 

87 
221 
380 
230 
1.33 
107 
217 
215 

407 
408 
444 
473 
834 
469 
519 
382 
343 
1,  3.50 
467 

580 
398 
323 
225 
676 
366 
294 
375 
112 
238 
350 
380 
192 
288 
408 
202 
684 

317 
352 
172 
334 
233 


Total. 


£. 

701 

781 

1,702 
1,893 

991 
1,140 
1,2.38 

1,122' 

1,473 
1,940 

2,.5.3G 
2,.380 

983 

1,005 

283 

720 

1,3,57 

1,290 

739 

972 

655 

262 

991 

•1,2.33 

1,714 

554 

989 

785 

758 

2,478 
1,729 
1,703 
2,115 
1,007 
2,205 
2,5.50 
2,008 
1 ,445 
4,102 
2,021 

1,700 
1,049 
1,.590 
1,075 
1,728 
1,472 

904 
1,312 

305 
1,020 
1,048 
1,2.50 

738 
1,405 
1,723 

002 
1,519 

1 ,443 
1,400 
1.076 
1,.590 
l,3o9 


Total  Expenditure  during  the  Year 
ending  25  December  1837. 


lo.door. 


Out-door. 


43,986   176,750 


£. 

718 

929 
1,424 
1,.560 

016 

1,228 

396 

1,.5.55 

000 
680 

984 
1,057 

781 
800 
270 
019 
807 
949 
470 
670 
5(>0 
2.30 
429 
1,170 
702 
.50<; 
042 
792 
352 

1,425 

l,50il 

1,143 

.570 

1,007 

1,1.30 

780 

073 

075 

1,-375 

1,407 

l,.50O 

1,040 
932 
810 

1,728 

1,180 
912 
804 
401 
980 

2,.302 
810 
7.30 
8(i5 

2,048 
522 

1,113 

852 
1,200 
018 
650 
803 


121,SK50 


£. 

1,071 
1,481 
3,410 
4,761 

2,,545 
1,916 
2,685 

1,020 

4,005 
5,8.30 

7,695 
4,476 

2,023 
2,872 

023 
1,815 
.3,120 
2,710 
2.040 
2,.307 
1,412 

387 
2,592 
2,204 
5,276 
1,203 
2,912 
1,444 
1,708 

7,110 
3,842 
4,298 
7,0&3 
4,041 
0,299 
7.434 
5,824 
4,107 
99,11 
70,79 

2,400 
1,900 
4,000 
2,593 
3,170 
3,100 
1,7.53 
2,9()0 
604 
2,089 
2,902 
2,449 
1.30.3 
3,(!04 
3,202 
1,1.30 
2,250 

3.809 
.3,209 
3,199 
4,114 
3,413 


EMtablbb- 
rucQt. 


Total. 


980 
1,619 
1,765 

922 
2,;«J4 
2,005 

1,912 

1,227 
1,522 

2.241 
1,882 

1,.395 

1,094 

381 

442 

1,197 

784 

079 

984 

740 

205 

1  092 

1,552 

1,074 

441 

723 

813 

640 

1,971 
1,043 
1,712 
1,049 
2,100 
1,040 
1,013 
1,805 
1,309 
4,024 
2,738 

2,204 

1,041 

1,215 

1,020 

1,0,50 

1,.384 

905 

2,043 

794 

941 

1,709 

1,.3(!0 

772 

979 

1,544 

7!H) 

2,398 

1,519 
1,102 
753 
1,106 
1,035 


417,306    170,109 


£. 

2,677 
3,.3!X) 
0,353 
8,086 

4,083 
6,448 
4,986 

4,487 

6,098 
8,040 

10,820 
7,415 

4.199 
4,760 
1,280 
2,870 
6,124 
4,449 
3,196 
3,809 
2.718 
882 
4,113 
4,934 
7,112 
2,1.50 
4,277 
3,049 
2,700 

10,512 
6,994 
7,153 
9,.308 
7,154 
9,075 
9,035 
8,302 
0,091 
16,310 
11,884 

6,104 
4,0.53 
6,1.53 
4,4.35 
6,800 
5,73tl 
3,030 
0.415 
1,889 
4.010 
7,0.33 
4,031 
2,891 
5.448 
0,874 
2,442 
6,707 

0,240 
6,701 
4,570 
6,870 
6,251 


r09,.375 


receivi'U;  tile  avtragi.-  of  the  thivi-  pivccdiin;  Quaitoi-t  is  tluivt'ore takon. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


f  roil  tutu  eel  fioiii  pages  30  and  31.  J 

Appendix  (A.) — An  Accoi'sr  allowing  the  Popi'i.ation  •■jccording  to  the  l.ist  Census  of  tlic  following  Unions  under  the 


- 

Average  Annual 
Ex|x.'ndiniie 

Amount 
of  Decrease 

Decrease 

Number  of  Paupers  relieved  during 

UNIONS. 

for 

Three  Years 

previous 

0  the  formation 

in  183", 
compared 
with  the 

per 
Cent. 

LADY-DAY. 

MIDSUMMER. 

of  the  Unions. 

Averages. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

Total. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

TfffAl. 

K  ENT — con  tin  ncd. 

£. 

£. 

Roniney  Marsh 

0,098 

4,.321 

62 

126 

352 

478 

121 

283 

404 

Sjie|ipp"y    -         -         - 
Tcnteraen 

6,(i!l."> 

3,.305 

49 

1.53 

473 

626 

157 

4.53 

610 

12,oJl 

6,1.58 

49 

269 

1,891 

2,160 

216 

1,0.38 

1,254 

Tonliridge 

1B,C23 

K),.5.37 

57 

389 

3,1.57 

3,546 

293 

2,186 

2,479 

Lincoln : 

Hoiini        -         -         - 

R,.50G 

4,423 

52 

113 

1,.394 

1,507 

1,38 

1,059 

1,197 

S]iiililiii?    -         -         - 

10,i»<>7 

.5,519 

.50 

168 

744 

912 

174 

544 

718 

Stamford  -         -         - 

0,599 

1,613 

24 

80 

1,140 

1,220 

91 

698 

789 

Middlesex  : 

Hcndon     -         -         - 

8,668 

4,081 

48 

176 

570 

740 

160 

297 

457 

Northampton: 

Northampfon     - 

8,4.58 

2,.360 

28 

1.32 

1,2.31 

1..363 

144 

1,102 

1,246 

Wellingborough 

14,782 

6,742 

4(! 

113 

2,296 

2,409 

106 

1,921 

2,027 

Oxford: 

Bimliury  -         -         - 

2.'?,(i4G 

12,826 

54 

2.58 

2,194 

2,4.52 

239 

2,1.55 

2,394 

HeiJey     -        -        - 

12,474 

6,059 

41 

223 

1,475 

1,698 

201 

1,092 

1,293 

Southampton: 

Alresford  -         -         - 

o.onr. 

1,887 

31 

144 

794 

!l.38 

124 

624 

748 

Alton 

]  2,(194 

7,928 

62 

1.34 

1,107 

1,301 

148 

1,031 

1,179 

C'atherington      - 

2,79(! 

1,516 

64 

76 

226 

302 

76 

172 

248 

Christeliurch 

i\,iil-l 

746 

21 

103 

912 

1,015 

91 

806 

897 

Dn.xf.ird  - 

9,717 

4,593 

47 

176 

1,494 

1,070 

1.38 

1,410 

1,648 

Fanhani  -         -         - 

10,708 

6,259 

58 

218 

543 

761 

191 

925 

1,116 

Fordiiigliridgc    - 

4,7.54 

1,.559 

33 

147 

635 

782 

119 

654 

773 

Ilaitlcy  Wintncy 

7,4;J9 

3,570 

48 

140 

727 

867 

106 

738 

844 

Ilavant     -         -         - 

4,975 

2,257 

45 

112 

282 

394 

114 

258 

372 

Ilurslcy    -         -         - 
Kingsclere 

2,1.59 

1,277 

59 

33 

131 

164 

32 

162 

1!»4 

(;,.50O 

2,387 

37 

58 

1,314 

1,372 

92 

81(; 

908 

Lvniington 

5,471 

537 

10 

254 

1,278 

1,532 

175 

9(i7 

1,142 

Is'ew  A^'inehcster 

10,.312 

3,200 

31 

195 

9*3 

1,128 

165 

907 

1,072 

Ringwood 

2,n!X» 

840 

28 

96 

413 

.509 

99 

.397 

496 

Ronisey     -         -         - 

8,141 

3,864 

47 

1.56 

1,862 

2,018 

176 

1,318 

1,494 

South  Stoncham 

(i,00.3 

2,954 

49 

124 

574 

(>98 

126 

353 

479 

Wlutchureh 

4,39() 

1,696 

.39 

66 

717 

783 

88 

62G 

614 

Suffolk : 

Blything  -         -         - 

21,979 

11,467 

52 

301 

3,296 

3,597 

315 

2,662 

2,977 

Bofniere  and  Clnydou 

14,.30G 

7,312 

51 

326 

1,9.34 

2,260 

301 

1,251 

1,652 

Cosford     -         -         - 

19,22.3 

12,070 

63 

420 

1,380 

1,806 

446 

1,297 

1,743 

Hartismere 

19,212 

9,904 

52 

180 

2,732 

2,912 

142 

2,148 

2,290 

Hoxnc       -         -         - 

19,904 

12,750 

64 

240 

1,373 

1,613 

268 

1,182 

1,450 

Ipswich     -         -         - 
Ploniesgatc 

].3,fi85 

4,610 

34 

213 

2,.5.54 

2,767 

233 

2,162 

2,385 

19,947 

10,112 

51 

218 

1,626 

1,844 

271 

1,340 

1,617 

Rishridgc  -         -         - 

14,.31,5 

5,9.53 

42 

187 

2,805 

2,992 

213 

1,864 

2,077 

Stow          -         -         - 

].3;(;:32 

7,541 

55 

212 

1,892 

2,104 

139 

1,.541 

l,6it0 

Sudhury    -         -         - 

2(!,48.5 

11,175 

42 

260 

4,319 

4,579 

2.30 

4,275 

4,505 

W'oodhridgc 

18,733 

6,849 

37 

421 

2,719 

3,140 

340 

2,209 

2,549 

Sussex  : 

Battle       - 

14,235 

8,071 

67 

244 

1,086 

],.3.30 

235 

973 

1,208 

t'hailcv     -         -         - 

9,57fi 

4,923 

61 

222 

911 

1,1.33 

196 

611 

807 

Cuikficld  - 

17,139 

10,986 

64 

239 

2,004 

2,243 

199 

1,469 

l,6(i8 

Eastbourne 

11,964 

7,529 

63 

212 

319 

531 

177 

311 

488 

East  Grinstcad  - 

12,053 

5,193 

43 

318 

2,061 

2,379 

260 

&32 

1,092 

Horsham  -         -         - 

14,068 

8,338 

59 

158 

J, 295 

1,453 

1.30 

1,146 

1,276 

Lewes       -         _         - 

6,770 

2,140 

37 

1.33 

745 

878 

1.30 

5.55 

685 

Midhurst  -         -         - 

17,.53G 

11,121 

(i3 

199 

1,474 

1,673 

178 

1,005 

1,24.3 

Ncwhavcn 

3,371 

1,482 

44 

68 

198 

266 

00 

145 

211 

Petworth  -         -         - 

12,224 

8,214 

67 

168 

1,000 

1,1()8 

172 

841 

1,013 

Rye           -         .         - 

n..588 

4,555 

39 

306 

575 

881 

.338 

472 

810 

Steyning  -         _         - 

9,339 

4,708 

.50 

131 

1,3.55 

1,486 

110 

1,129 

1,245 

Tliukenham 

9,796 

6,905 

70 

1.30 

415 

545 

1.39 

423 

562 

Tieehurst 

10,916 

6,467 

50 

174 

1,548 

1,722 

](« 

1,324 

1,487 

Uckfield    -         -         - 

16,643 

9,769 

59 

412 

1,5.57 

1,960 

336 

891 

1,227 

A\'eshoume 

8,095 

5,6.53 

70 

91 

442 

533 

84 

330 

423 

AVesthami>nett  - 

16,457 

10,690 

65 

265 

788 

1,053 

213 

699 

912 

Wilts: 

Alderburj' 

10,672 

4,432 

42 

104 

1,6:30 

1,734 

1.38 

1,417 

1,-555 

Bradford   -         -         - 

10,112 

4,.351 

43 

231 

765 

996 

240 

777 

1,017 

Calne        -         -         - 

9,1.33 

4,563 

50 

174 

1,482 

1,6.56 

1.36 

1,261 

1,397 

High  worth  &  Swindon 

11,387 

6,611 

48 

198 

],.582 

1,780 

142 

1,320 

1,462 

^^'ebtbun•    &   Whor- 
wells  Down. 

9,719 

4,468 

46 

149 

1,253 

1,402 

183 

1,125 

1,308 

Tot  A  us    -    -    - 

1,. 387,503 

1 

679,.501 

4!5 

24,595 

166,1.32 

190,727 

2.3,314 

1.33,528 

150,842 

ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT. 


;« 


Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  in  which  Wobkhouses  have  been  established  Two  Years  and  upwards,  &c. — continued. 


the  Quarter  ending  at 


MICHAELMAS 


la-door. 


87 
130 
194 
223 

120 

1« 

88 

107 

1.31 
110 

215 
148 

84 

111 

Oi) 

83 

114 

180 

71 

92 

97 

28 

87 

155 

158 

84 

13.3 

108 

39 


222 
190 
110 

^r,\ 

203 
170 
117 
112 
245 
215 

210 
110 
145 
109 
222 
114 

lie 

1.50 
57 
138 
298 
101 
102 
1,50 
234 
82 
107 


130 
2.55 
108 
94 
204 


18,922 


Out-door. 


238 

4.50 

904 

1,849 

9.34 
425 
097 

2.37 

1,0.58 
1,729 

1,999 
924 

441 
811 
1 50 
574 

1,051 
907 
(!25 
042 
393 
99 
878 
9(!8 
709 
325 

1,023 
357 
415 

2,300 
1,143 
1,0.57 
l,a39 
1,1.53 
1.798 
],!)00 
1,0.4 
1,190 
3,512 
1,870 

848 
421 

1,.340 
285 
733 

1,000 
.541 
779 
109 
713 
523 
919 
300 

1,220 
851 
308 
681 

1,091 

803 

913 

1.127 

1,088 


Total. 


CHRI.STMAS. 


.325 

580 

1,098 

2,072 

1,000 
508 
78^5 

404 

1,189 
l,a39 

2,214 
1,072 

.525 
922 
219 
057 

1,105 

1,087 
090 
7.34 
490 
127 
905 

1,123 
927 
409 

1,1.50 
405 
454 

2,032 
],.305 
1,2.53 
1.955 
],.304 
2,001 
2,1.30 
1,771 
1,.302 
3,757 
2,091 

1,004 
631 

1,485 
394 
955 

1,180 
057 
929 
100 
851 
821 

1,020 
408 

1,.370 

1,085 
390 
748 


1,058 
1,021 
1,221 
1,292 


110,707   135,629 


In-door. 


1.33 
131 
328 
410 

151 
105 
112 

107 

128 
1.38 

248 
214 

1.38 
145 

59 

91 
170 
174 

84 
121 

84 

67 
15C 
195 
189 

90 
174 
119 

68 

2.50 
208 
208 
202 
227 
270 
104 
190 
104 
315 
280 

397 
178 
215 
147 
377 
HO 
122 
182 

6.3 
100 
328 
115 
120 
210 
374 

82 
2.30 

1.39 
201 
131 
218 
210 


24,597   122,896 


Out-door. 


291 

438 

l,0i{.3 

2,029 

821 
4iir, 
095 

308 

970 
1,807 

1,9.13 
1,111 

489 
894 
103 


1,018 
743 
1,034 
1,420 
1,153 


Total. 


424 

509 

1,411 

2,439 

972 
651 
807 

535  • 

1,104 
1,945 

2,201 
1,.325 

027 
1,0.39 


729 

820 

1,147 

1,323 

873 

1,047 

005 

749 

717 

&38 

385 

409 

106 

173 

698 

854 

1,071 

1,2(!6 

837 

1,026 

.308 

404 

1,105 

1,279 

3(i0 

479 

691 

649 

2,355 

2,005 

1,119 

1,.387 

1,218 

1,426 

1,6.58 

1,800 

1,0.56 

1,283 

1,778 

2,048 

],iKm 

2,070 

1,810 

2,000 

1,199 

1,.3C3 

3,140 

3,401 

1,940 

2,220 

1,014 

1,411 

448 

020 

1,5.33 

1,748 

282 

429 

811 

1,188 

1,170 

1,353 

033 

765 

874 

1,056 

143 

196 

840 

1,012 

007 

935 

857 

972 

.372 

498 

1,:}05 

1,688 

773 

1,147 

3(!3 

445 

010 

840 

1,1.57 
1,004 
1.165 
1,044 
1,369 


147,493 


Average  Annual  Number  of 
Paupers  relieved. 


In-door. 


117 
144 

252 
329 

1.32 

102 

})3 

107 

1.34 

117 

240 
197 

122 

1.34 

70 

92 

151 

191 

105 

115 

102 

40 

98 

195 

177 

94 

100 

119 

03 

284 
279 
319 
100 
221 
2.30 
206 
177 
1.57 
202 
814 

273 
]7(! 
2(X) 
101 
294 
140 
125 
177 
01 
101 
318 
110 
124 
194 
a39 

ai 

219 

129 
247 
137 
103 
188 


Out-door. 


22,866 


291 

4.54 

1,229 

2,.305 

1,0.52 
5.50 
807 

.308 


1,092 
1,938 


2,075 
1,150 

587 
970 
178 
755 

1,275 
812 
646 
706 
.329 
124 
927 

1,071 
801 
370 

1,.327 
411 
.562 

2,008 
1,.362 
1,238 
2,094 
1,191 
2,070 
1,709 
2,0.33 
1,4.55 
.3,813 
2,180 

980 
5!)8 

],.586 
299 

1,109 

1,109 
619 

1,048 
149 
850 
644 

1,065 
394 

],.349 

1,018 
303 
669 

1.289 
772 
1,173 
1,304 
1,165 


134,816 


Total. 


408 

698 

1,481 

2,6;{4 

1,184 
712 

9(HJ 

535 

1,220 
2,055 

2,315 
1,.347 

709 

1,110 

248 

847 

1,420 

1,003 

760 

821 

431 

164 

1,025 

1,206 

1,0.38 

470 

1,487 

630 

625 

2,962 
1,641 
1,667 
2,254 
1,412 
2,300 
1,915 
2,210 
1,012 
4,075 
2,600 

1,253 

774 
1,780 

400 
1.403 
1,315 

744 
1,225 

210 
1,01 1 

802 
1,181 

618 
1..543 
1..3.57 

448 

888 

1.418 
1,019 
1,310 
1,.527 
1,343 


•157,682 


Pct  Ctataft 

of 

InmatM  oo  the 

Population. 


2  &  4-lOths. 

1  &  4-lOths. 

2  &  4-10ths. 
1  &  0-lOths. 


8-lOths. 


1. 


6-10th8. 

1  &  3-10ths. 

0-lOths. 
(;-10th3. 

1. 

1  &  3-lOths. 

1  &  8-lOths. 
1  &  3-IOths. 
3  &  6-lOlhs. 
1  &  3-lOths. 
1  &  6-lOths. 
1  &  6-IOths. 
1  &  9-lOths. 
1  &  2-lOths. 
1  &  0-lOths. 
1  &  5-lOths. 
1  &  2-lOth.s. 
2&  1-lOfh. 
1  &  1-lOth. 
1  &  9-lOths. 
1  &  O-lOths. 
1  &  3-10th3. 
1  &  2-lOtlis. 

1  &  1-lOth. 
1  &  7-lOths. 
1  &  8-lOths. 

9-lOths. 
1  &  5-lOlIis. 
1  &  1-lOth. 
1. 
1  &  1-lOth. 

9-lOtlis. 

9-lOtlis. 

1  &•  4-lOths. 

2  &  2-lOths. 
2  \  9-lOtlis. 

1  &  7-U)t]is. 

2  &  1-1 0th. 
2  &  0-lOths. 
1  &  2-lOths. 
I  \-  3-lOths. 
1  &  4-lOths. 
1  &  4-lOths. 

1  .S:  JVlOths. 

2  &  8-10tli3. 
1. 

1  &  7-lOths. 

1  .5-lOths. 

2  &  1-lOth. 

1  &  3-10ths. 
1  &  5-10ths. 

1. 

I  &  5  lOths. 
I  &  3-lOths. 
1  &  4-lOtlis. 


1  &  4-lOths. 


*   I'lr  C'l'iita^'f  of  TytiU  Numln-r  uf  I'aujicrs  to  tho  IVimlatiou  is  9  o-lUths. 

li 


£.  Chaduick,  Stvretarv. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITrEE,  &c. 


Appendix  (B.) 


STATE    of   THREE    LABOURERS    in  Husbandrj',  in   tlic   Parish  of    Weetoning,    Union   of  Amplhill, 

durins  1834. 


1.  Names  of  labourers         ----- 

John  Carter. 

William  Odell. 

Benjamin  Cox. 

'Z.  Ase  of  ditto   ------- 

2.5 

37 

41 

;?.  Work  employed  on         .        -        -        -        - 

Jobbing 

Jobbing 

Jobbing. 

4.  AV'ife  or  not    ------- 

Wife 

Wifo 

Wife, 

/>.  Children  living  with  parents    -        -        -        - 

2 

4 

5 

it.  Age  of  oldest  child           -         -         .         -         - 

5 

12 

16 

7.  Are  of  youngest  child     -        -        -        -        - 

8.  M'ecks  labourer  was  cniploj"ed          -        -        - 

2 

1 

1 

10 

17 

12 

9.  Rate  of  wages  per  week  -        -        -        -        - 

Ms. 

10*. 

8*. 

10.  Amount  of  wages  of  labourer  at  his  emplojinent 

4/.  10«. 

8/.  10*. 

4/.  16*. 

11.  Additional  for  harvests     -         -         -         -         - 

21. 

2/. 

21. 

12.  Amount  of  earnings  of  labourer's  wife  and  chil- 
dren. 
1.3.  Additional  for  gleaning    -        -        .        -        - 

-         .          - 

10/.  8*. 

16/.  2*. 

10*. 

_ 

14.  Allowance  from  parish  for  work  and  relief  for 

13/.  18*. 

14/. 

IG/.  10*. 

labourer  and  his  family. 

1.5.  Total  income  of  family   -         -         -         -         - 

20/.  8«. 

34/.  18*. 

39/.  8*. 

16.  Out-goings  for  rent  and  fuel    -         -         -         - 

CI.  18*. 

0/.  18*. 

6/.  18*. 

17.  Net  income  anplicablc  i'or  food,  clothing,  soap, 
candles  una  other  necesiarics. 

13/.  10*. 

28/. 

32/.  10*. 

18.  Number  of  persons  in  labourer's  family  - 

Four 

Six 

Seven. 

19.  Average  income  per  head  for  the  3-car 

3/.  7*.  6rf. 

4/.  13*.  4rf. 

4/.  13*. 

20.  Average  income  per  head  per  week  -        -        - 

1«.  31d. 

U.i>id. 

1*.  9.i(/. 

State  of  the  same  Three  Laboubers  during  1837. 

21.  AVork  employed  on         -        -        -        -        - 

Thrasliing 

Jobbing 

Jobbins. 

22.  Number  of  weeks  employed    -        -        -        - 

52 

38 

.52° 

23.  Rate  of  wages  per  week  ----- 

9*. 

8*. 

8.9. 

24.  Amount  of  wages  of  labourer  at  his  emploj-ment 

23/.  8*. 

IS*,  id. 

20/.  16*. 

2.5.  Additional  for  hanest      ----- 

21. 

21. 

2/. 

26.  Earnings  of  labourer's  wife  and  children  - 

-          -          _ 

10/.  8*. 

10/.  8*. 

27.  Additional  for  gleaning    -        -         - 

— 

— 

28.  AUowimce  from  parish     ----- 

— 





29.  Total  income  of  family   -         -         -         -         - 

2.5/.  8*. 

27/.  12*. 

33/.  4*. 

30.  Out-goings  for  rent  and  fuel    -         -         -         - 

G/.  18*. 

C/.  18*. 

6/.  18*. 

31.  Out-goings  for  benefit  clubs     -         -         -         - 

— 



32.  Net  income  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap. 

18/.  10*. 

20/.  14*. 

26/.  6*. 

candles  and  other  necessaries. 

33.  Number  of  persons  in  labourer's  family  - 

.5 

7 

9 

34.  Average  income  per  head  for  the  year 

3/.  14*. 

21.  19*.  IXd. 

21.  18*..5,'rf. 

3.5.  Avei-age  uicome  per  head  per  week  during  1837. 

1*.  .5rf. 

1*.  1J(/. 

1*.  IJrf. 
1*.  9irf. 

30.  Avei-age  income  per  head  per  week  dui-ing  1834. 

1*.3^</. 

1*.  9Jd. 

More  per  head  in  1837  than  in  1834    -    - 

Hd. 

— 

— 

Less  per  head  in  1837  than  in  1834     -    - 

- 

8d. 

8d. 

the  parish  for  these  three  families  for  work  and  relief,  during  1834,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  44/.  8*.,  showing 
a  total  income  of  94/.  14*.  for  these  17  persons.  "The  out-goings  for  rent  and  fuel  amounted  to  20/.  14*. 
leaving  a  net  income  of  74/.  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries  for  these  17 
j)ersons ;  an  average  of  4/.  7*.  OJrf.  for  each,  or  1  *.  Sd.  per  head  per  week  ;  the  lowest  family  havin"  only 
1  *.  3Jrf.  and  the  highest  1*.  9J</.  per  head  per  week.  "  ° 

In  18.37  these  same  three  labourers  (tlicy,  their  wives  and  children  numbering  together  21  persons)  were 
employed  at  their  occupations,  collectively,  142  weeks,  and  received  for  wages  6.5/.  8*.  The  earnings  of 
their  wives  and  children  were  20/.  16*.,  making  together  (all  parish  relief  being  withheld)  a  total  income  of 
86/.  4*.  for  these  21  persons.  The  out-goings  for  rent  and  fuel  amounted  to  20/.  14*.,  leaving  a  net  income 
of  6.5/.  10*.  applicable  for  food,  elotliing,  soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries  for  these  21  persons,  an  average 
of  3/.  2*.  4hd.  for  each,  or  an  average  of  1*.  2ic/.  per  head  per  week;  the  lowest  family  having  only  1*.  1  Jrf. 
and  the  liigliest  1*.  5d.  per  head  per  week. 

Thus  these  families,  by  being  thrown  on  their  oi\ti  resources  by  the  operation  of  the  new  Poor  Law  have 
had  their  means  of  living  reduced,  in  money,  from  1*.  Hd.  per  head  per  week  in  1834,  to  1*.  2^d.  per  head 
per  week  in  1837,  notwithstanding  the  work  of  these  three  men  has  been  increased, as  independent  labourers, 
from  an  aggregate  of  39  weeks  in  1834,  to  an  aggregate  of  142  weeks  in  1837. 

But  take  the  command  that  money  had  over  bread  in  these  two  years,  the  condition  of  these  labourers  is 
shown  to  be  still  more  deteriorated  ;  the  average  price  of  wheat  being  in  1834,  46*.  2d.  per  quarter,  and  in 
1837,  "'•T.v.  9rf.  per  quarter;  so  that  the  net  income  of  these  tlu-ee  laboui-crs  and  their  families,  17  persons, 
would  buy  them  32  quarters  of  wheat  in  1834,  being  965  pints  for  each  jierson,  or  ISJ  pints  of  wheat  per 
liead  per  week ;  whereas  their  net  income  in  1837,  being  then  21  persons,  would  purchase  them  only  2.3^ 
i|iuirters  of  wheat,  being  573  pints  for  each  person,  or  11  pints  of  wheat  per  head  per  week ;  that  is,  a  reduc- 
tion of  41  per  cent 
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REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


POOll  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH  THE 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE, 

AND    APPENDIX. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
4  April  1838. 
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LuncE,  2"]'  die  Noveiubris,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Atlimnistration 
of  the  Relief  of  tiie  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.         ''* '     '       Mr.Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr,  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Frcmantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Barneby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8*  die  Februarii,  1 838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT -    p.  iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.   1 

APPENDIX P-  25 


Ill 


R    E    P    o    R    r. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Pooit  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  CoMMissiONEUS  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  ; — 

TTAV^E  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
-*-  -*■     The  House. 


4  April  1838. 
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WITNESS. 


Mr.  Javies  Tumer. 


(  1  ) 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Mcrcurii,  4°  die  Apr  His,  1838. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT 


Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Boiling. 
Mr.  Chichester. 
Mr.  Estcourt. 
Mr.  Fielden. 


Mr.  Freshfield. 
Mr.  Hodges. 
Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Wakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


f 
Mr.  James  Turner,  again  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

7180.  "Wx.  Fielden. 1  YOU  yesterday   gave  statements,  in  evidence  of  several   Mv.  James  Turner. 
deaths,    and  previous  considerable  suffering,    having   taken  place  in   individual         ' 

families  in  the  Ampthill  Union ;  do  you  think  if  the  Poor  Law  had  been  adminis-  4  -^P"'  *^3^- 
tered  with  that  tenderness  and  care  which  is  recommended  by  the  Commissioners 
in  their  instructional  letter,  that  some  of  that  suffering  might  have  been  obviated, 
and  probably  the  lives  of  some  of  them  might  have  been  spared  ? — It  is  very  pro- 
bable that  the  lives  of  some  might  have  been  spared,  and  very  considerable  suffering 
might  have  been  avoided,  if  that  care  and  tenderness  recommended  by  the  Com- 
missioners had  been  observed  in  the  instances  I  have  named. 

7181.  I  will  now  call  your  attention  to  one  instance,  of  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Joseph  Clark  ? — Joseph  Clark  is  one  of  those  in  which  I  promised  the  Committee 
the  names  of  some  individuals  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  who  had  not  had  one 
day's  work  a  week  since  harvest ;  and  I  will  state  to  the  Committee  the  condition 
in  which  I  found  him ;  Joseph  Clark  is  24  years  of  age  ;  he  has  a  wife  and  one 
child  ;  he  had  two ;  he  states  he  has  had  only  one  week's  work  since  harvest, 
which  would  not  make  more  than  a  day  in  a  week,  that  is,  at  the  time  this  state- 
ment was  made  to  me. 

7182.  C/iainnan.]  At  what  date  was  the  statement  made  to  you? — About 
the  1st  or  2d  of  January  ;  I  am  not  sure  of  the  date  ;  it  will  be  the  first  week  in 
January;  "  the  wife  makes,  by  plaiting,  about  2s.  Gd.  a  week,  has  1*.  a  week  to 
pay  for  rent;  firing,  as  they  can  get  it;"  we  always  knew  what  that  meant. 

7183.  You  mean  that  they  have  great  difhcultj^  in  getting  it? — Yes  "but  if 
caught  gathering  wood,  they  would  be  in  danger  of  being  sent  to  the  treadmill," 
meaning  that  it  was  not  safe  for  them  to  do  it. 

7184.  Mr.  Chicficsier.'\  Gathering  means  stealing  ? — It  may  be  called  stealing ; 
found  trespassing  is  what  they  mean;  they  were  in  great  distress  ;  while  he  had 
been  out  of  work  one  child  died  in  the  night  of  November  the  28th ;  they  had 
no  candle,  and  could  not  afford  one ;  they  could  not  borrow  one  from  their  neigh- 
bours ;  the  child  had  been  very  poorly  for  some  time  ;  they  awoke  in  the  night, 
and  he  said  to  his  wife  "  Where  is  the  baby  ?"  and  she  said  "  It  is  here  ;"  and  she 
turned  to  it  and  felt  that  it  was  dead  ;  that  was  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  ; 
they  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  for  something  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the 
funeral,  to  provide  a  coffin ;  they  said  they  could  not  bury  the  child ;  and 
the  answer  they  received  was,  "  If  you  cannot  bury  it,  it  must  remain  on  the 
ground." 

7185.  Chairman.']  That  was  the  answer  they  received  from  the  relieving  officer? 
— That  was  the  answer  the  father  received  from  the  relieving  officer ;  and  the 
condition  in  which  he  was,  was,  that  he  had  had  but  one  week's  work  since  the 
harvest. 

7186.  Mr.  Fielden.']   Did  you  visit  that  cottage? — I  did. 

7187.  Did  you  find  its  appearance  to  be  that  of  extreme  poverty  and  destitu- 
tion?— I  did ;  it  had  such  an  appearance  as  anyone  might  imagine  it  would 
have,  with  parties  in  the  situation  I  have  named. 

279.  A  71 88.  Chairman.'] 
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y]v.  Jtwics  Tuniei:      7188.   C/iainria)!.']  Does  Joseph  Clark  beloncr  to  the  parish  of  Ampthill  ? — He 

lives  in  it,  but  1  cannot  say  whether  he  belongs  to  it. 

4  April  1838.  7180.  Did  the  man  state  himself  to  be  in  great  distress? — He  did. 

71  Qo.  Did  he  state  that  he  had  been  long  in  distress? — In  consequence  of 
havin''-   only  one  week's  work   from  the  harvest,  he  had  been   in  this  distressed 

state. 

7ic)i.  Was  he  a  man  who  before  the  harvest  had  been  in  regular  employment 
with  a  iarincr? — No,  he  works  for  any  body  he  can  get  a  job  from. 

7192.  Does  he  work  principally  on  task-work? — I  am  not  aware. 

7103.  Did  he  say  what  his  earnings  were  when  he  was  in  work? — The  earnings 
of  most  of  tlicm  arc  about  9. v.  a  week. 

7194.  Did  he  state  to  you  what  his  earnings  were  ? — He  did  not  state  Avhat 
wages  lie  had,  but  he  was  a  labouring  man,  and  they  generally  have  9. v.  a  week. 

7195.  Being  out  of  work,  and  having  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  distress,  did 
he  ever  make  any  application  to  the  board  of  guardians  for  relief? — He  does  not 
state  that  he  did,  till  the  child  was  dead,  and  then  he  applied  to  get  something 
towards  the  expense  of  tlic  funeral. 

7196.  Did  you  ask  him  whether  he  had  made  any  application  to  the  board  of 
guardians? — I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

7197.  ^^'as  it  not  a  very  natural  question,  if  you  found  a  person  in  great  dis- 
tress, and  stating  that  he  had  been  in  astate  almost  approaching  starvation,  to  ask 
him  whether  he  had  applied  to  the  parish  for  relief?— Tlie  answer  in  those 
instances  was,  "  It  is  of  no  use  to  apply  for  relief;  they  give  no  relief  to  persons 
in  my  situation  except  going  into  the  workhouse ;"  and  the  people  understand  it, 
and  that  prevents  them  from  going,  because  they  do  not  want  to  go  into  the  work- 
house ;  and  they  know  what  the  answer  will  be,  and  it  is  no  use  to  apply. 

7198.  You  say  that  he  applied,  when  the  child  died,  to  the  relieving  officer,  and 
that  the  relieving  officer  told  him,  if  he  could  not  bury  the  child  it  must  remain  on 
the  ground  ? — That  is  the  answer  the  man  told  me  more  than  once  or  twice,  and 
the  man  will  prove  it  if  the  Committee  require  it. 

7199.  Mr.  Ilodqcs.']  Will  you  state  whether  the  man  was  married  before  or 
since  the  new  law? — 1  cannot  answer  that  question. 

7200.  Did  he  tell  you  how  long  he  had  been  married  ? — He  did  not ;  he  is  24 
years  of  age  ;  I  should  presume  that  he  was  not  married  then,  but  I  have  no  data. 

7201.  Did  he  describe  his  circumstances  under  the  old  law  ?^He  did  not. 

7202.  In  your  communication  with  the  different  poor  people  of  that  district 
did  you  discover  that  there  was  a  greater  disinclination  to  marry  since  the  new 
law  than  there  was  under  the  old: — I  did  not  perceive  any  difference  in  that 
respect. 

7203.  Mr.  Chichester.']  In  the  first  part  of  your  examination  you  spoke  about 
a  great  many  people  Avho  had  died  through  want  of  tenderness  and  care,  and  you 
say,  also,  that  it  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commissioners  been  attended  to  ? — That  is  my  impression,  that  some  of  their  lives 
might  have  been  spared  if  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  had  been 
attended  to. 

7204.  It  is  then   no  fault  of  the  law,  but  of  the  manner  of  carrying  it  out  ? — If 
•    those  instructions  which  were   read  yesterday,  as  to  kindness  and  good  feeling  to- 
wards the  people  in  relieving  them  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  had  been  attended 
to,  that  part  is  not  the  fault  of  the  law. 

7205.  But  merely  the  fault  of  those  who  are  authorized  to  carry  it  out? — It  is, 
in  those  places  where  they  say  it  is  well  regulated. 

7206.  Mr.  Fiekkii.]  Has  not  the  law  had  a  manifest  tendency  to  bring  about 
this  state  of  things  ? — It  has  taken  the  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  rate-payers 
in  the  parishes  where  they  reside,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  others,  who  execute 
the  law  in  a  harsh  manner,  much  more  than  used  to  be  done  under  the  old 
system. 

7207.  Chairman.']  In  what  sense  do  you  say  that  the  power  is  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  rate-payers?- — Because  the  rate-payers  of  the  district  to  which  I  am 
alluding   have  no  control  over  the  distribution  of  the  rates  at  all. 

7208.  Have  not  the  rate-payers  the  power  of  electing  the  guardians  ? — They 
have,  but  a  great  many  of  them  know  nothing  about  it ;  some  of  the  guardians,  I 
am  prepared  to  say,  elect  themselves. 

7209.  Are  you  not  aware  that  every  rate-payer  has  a  vote  for  the  guardians  r- — 
If  they  looked  after  it,  but  they  pay  so  little  attention  to  it  that  they  do  not  vote. 

7210.  If 
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7210.  If  tliey  were  dissatisfied  with  the  guardians,  do  not  you  think  that  they  Mr.Jmnes  Turner. 

would  talce  an  interest  in  it? — Yes  ;  but  the  guardians  themselves  are  bound  to  act        ■^— 

under  another  power.  4  April  1838. 

721 1.  They  are  bound  by  the  Act  of  Parliament; — Yes,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  Commissioners. 

7212.  Was  not  the  power  of  granting  or  refusing  relief,  under  the  old  system, 
vested  in  the  annual  overseer  ? — 80  it  was  in  the  rate-payers  meeting  in  their 
various  parishes  ;  monthly  meetings,  and  so  on,  in  most  places  ;  they  used  to  hold 
monthly  meetings  to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  each  case  before  them,  and 
they  knew  all  the  circumstances ;  the  power  was  not  so  much  in  the  hands  of 
individuals  then  as  it  is  now. 

7213.  That  is,  the  power  was  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  vestry,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  overseer,  and,  ultimalcly,  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrates,  by  way  of 
appeal ;  the  power  now  is  in  the  hands  of  the  guardians,  elected  by  the  rate- 
payers, and  the  relieving  officer,  and  the  overseer  and  churchwarden  in  cases  of 
emergency  and  necessity,  and  in  the  magistrate? — It  is ;  but  I  will  show  that, 
though  the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  overseers  in  cases  of  emergency,  that 
those  orders  of  the  overseers  are  not  always  attended  to. 

7214.  Mr.  Chichester.]  Is  that  any  fault  of  the  law? — It  is  the  fault  of  taking 
the  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  rate-payers,  and  putting  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners  ;  that  is  my  impression  of  the  law. 

721.5.  But  you  stated  just  now,  in  your  evidence,  that  if  the  rules  of  the  Com- 
missioners had  been  carried  out,  the  fault  would  not  be  in  them  ? — In  those 
instances  to  which  I  referred  my  impression  was,  that  a  diii'erent  result  would  have 
taken  place  if  that  had  been  done. 

72)().  Mr.  Ficldcn.]  Have  you  heard  it  given  in  evidence  that  before  the  Poor 
Law  Amendment  Act  came  into  operation  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  they  had 
reduced  the  rates  to  12 .y.  3d.  per  head  on  the  population,  whereas  they  had  been 
20^.  4- (I.  before  ? — I  did  hear  that  evidence. 

721 7.  There  was  at  that  time  a  power  which  the  rate-payers  could  exercise,  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  can  exercise  now  ? — They  did  exercise  a  power  dift'erent 
from  what  they  can  now. 

7218.  The  plurality  of  voting  and  voting  by  proxy  have  given  a  greater  extent 
of  power  to  rich  men  than  they  had  before  in  electing  guardians? — ^It  has  given 
much  more  power. 

7219.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  any  instance  in  which  a  guardian  has  been 
elected  by  proxy  votes  and  plurality  of  votes,  against  the  single  votes  of 
the  rate-payers  ? — I  am  not  at  present  prepared  with  such  an  instance,  but  I  do 
know  an  instance  where  the  proxy  votes  are  recorded,  for,  if  occasion  serves,  the 
proxy  votes  can  be  used  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  whether  it  has  ever  yet  been  put 
into  practice. 

7220.  Mr.  Wa/c/ei/.]  So  far  as  you  could  ascertain,  does  the  system  of  proxy 
voting  and  of  plurality  of  voting  give  dissatisfaction  to  the  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers?— In  that  part  to  which  I  am  now  alluding  I  have  not  heard  many  com- 
plaints of  that. 

7221.  Have  you  heard  that  there  was  any  contest  in  the  election  of  guardians 
in  Bedfordshire  ? — There  has  been  no  contest  on  this  occasion,  but  there  was  some 
conversation  about  a  contest  in  one  of  the  parishes ;  it  was  privately  agreed  on 
before-hand  that  a  contest  should  take  place,  and  that  certain  parties  should  be 
put  in  nomination  ;  the  answer  of  some  of  the  overseers  and  the  experienced  men 
was,  "  It  will  be  of  no  use  if  you  do,  for  those  persons  who  have  votes  will  not 
vote  against  their  employers  (that  is,  against  the  farmers) ;  and  there  are  proxy 
votes  recorded." 

7222.  Chairman.']  In  point  of  fact,  whatever  may  be  the  feeling  about  the 
votes  by  pro.xy  and  the  plurality  of  votes,  in  large  towns  and  populous  parishes, 
you  do  not  find  much  conversation  on  the  subject  in  agricultural  districts? — No, 
it  more  refers  to  large  towns. 

7223.  Mr.  Fie/den.]  It  is  a  subject  you  have  not  entered  upon,  and  have  not 
taken  up  r — No. 

7224.  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Pearson? — 
Elizabeth  Pearson,  in  the  parish  of  PuUoxhill,  is  a  widow,  aged  tiO  years,  has 
five  children,  the  oldest  is  19,  the  youngest  is  8;  the  oldest  but  two  is  a 
cripple,  not  able  to  do  any  thing. 

^79-  A  2  •         7225.  Mr. 
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'Mr.  James  Turner.       '22fi.  'Mw  Chichester. '\  How  old  is  the  cripple  ? — Fifteen  years  of  age.     Tliis 

— woman  used  to  be  relieved  from  the  parish,  but  for  the  last  12  months  she  has  not 

4  April  1838.  \y^^  jjjjy  .  the  reason  why  the  relief  was  stopped  was,  because  she  refused  to  go 
to  Derby  to  the  factories;  her  family  are  in  a  very  distressed  state;  she  had 
applied  to  the  board,  she  states  to  me,  seven  times.  The  distance  to  which  she 
had  to  go  was  four  miles  each  way  ;  that  would  be  r)6  miles  she  had  travelled  in 
applying  to  the  board  seven  times ;  she  subsequently  went  into  the  workhouse, 
and  when  she  had  been  in  a  few  days  she  had  to  go  out  again,  or  she  must  have 
lost  her  cottage  in  which  she  had  lived. 

722().  Mr.  Fkldat.'\  Was  she  denied  relief  out  of  the  workhouse? — She  stated 
that  she  applied  seven  times,  and  I  take  for  granted  from  that  that  she  was  denied, 
or  she  would  not  have  gone  again. 

7227.  Chuirmatt.]  Elizabeth  Pearson  appears  to  have  made  an  application  in 
the  ninth  week  of  the  quarter  ending  the  24th  of  March  1838;  when  did  you 
see  her  r — It  was  in  February  when  I  saw  her. 

7228.  She  was  then  offered  the  workhouse;  did  she  subsequently  go  into  the 
workhouse  ? — She  did. 

7229.  Her  eldest  son  is  19  years  of  age;  do  you  know  what  he  does? — He 
was  out  of  work  at  the  time  to  which  I  refer,  in  Febraary  ;  that  is  the  statement 
she  made  to  me. 

7230.  Does  he  live  with  her? — He  does. 

7231.  The  second  son  is  17 ;  do  you  know  whether  that  son  lives  with  her? — 
I  believe  that  those  two  live  with  her,  but  my  information  is,  that  they  were  both 
out  of  work  at  the  time  when  I  saw  her,  in  February. 

7232.  Do  you  know  whether  they  had  been  recently  at  work? — I  do  not. 

7233.  Do  \ou  know  what  they  earned  when  they  were  at  work  r— I  do  not,  but 
I  suppose  they  would  earn  the  wages  of  all  the  labourers  in  that  country  ;  the 
one  3i'.  and  the  other  45.  a  week. 

7234.  Here  is  a  third  child,  a  boy,  a  cri[)ple? — She  brought  that  to  us. 
723,5.   Can  that  child  plait? — I  should  think  not,  from  its  appearance. 

7236.  She  has  a  fourth  child,  a  girl,  aged  12;  what  did  that  child  do? — If 
that  child  was  plaiting,  it  would  not  be  able  to  earn  more  than  l.s.  a  week; 
but  the  fact  is,  that  they  %vent  round  soliciting  charity,  for  I  saw  them. 

7237.  Was  there  any  reason  why  that  child  of  12  years  of  age  should  not  be 
employed  in  plaiting? — I  saw  no  reason  why. 

7238.  But,  instead  of  employing  themselves  in  plaiting,  they  went  round 
soliciting  charity  ? — When  I  saw  them  they  had  some  bread,  which  they  had 
brought  home, 

7239.  There  is  another  girl,  aged  10  ;  was  there  any  reason  why  she  should 
not  have  been  employed  in  plaiting? — I  should  think  they  should  have  been  learn- 
ing to  plait ;  that  child  had  been  round  with  the  other  soliciting  charity. 

7240.  How  long  did  they  state  they  remained  in  the  workhouse  1 — I  think  not 
more  than  a  week. 

7241.  Less  than  a  week;  she  seems  to  have  entered  the  workhouse  on  the 
23d  of  February,  and  to  have  left  it  en  the  2Gth  ;  she  is  stated  to  have  conducted 
herself  well  while  she  was  in  the  workhouse,  and  to  have  left  it  of  her  own 
accord;  did  she  enter  the  workhouse  with  all  the  family? — I  believe  with  all 
the  family  that  was  chargeable  ;  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  eldest  boy  was  there 
or  not. 

7242.  The  eldest  boy  appears  to  have  been  in  the  workhouse;  did  she  state 
why  she  went  into  the  workhouse  ? — She  was  reduced  to  great  distress. 

7243.  W  hat  were  her  own  habits  ;  was  she  an  industrious  woman  ? — 1  could 
not  hear  but  that  she  was  an  industrious  woman. 

7244.  The  two  girls  who  might  have  been  employed  in  plaiting  were  employed 
in  begging  ;  how  was  the  mother  employed  ?  — 1  do  not  know;  she  was  60  years 
of  age. 

724,5.  Unless  she  is  diseased  or  infirm  in  any  way,  there  is  nothing  in  the  age 
of  CO  which  would  prevent  them  from  plaiting,  is  there? — There  are  very  few 
of  that  age  that  are  engaged  in  plaiting  ;  it  appeared  to  me  that  plaiting  had  not 
been  introduced  long  enough  into  the  country,  for  I  found  very  few  of  that  age 
who  knew  how  to  plait. 

7246.  She  left  the  workhouse  three  days  after  she  came  in  ;  Avhat  was  her 
reason  for  remaining  so  short  a  time  in  the  workhouse  ? — She  lived  in  a  cottage 

built 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.     (1838.)  5 

built  on  the  waste,  of  the  description  which  I  gave  yesterday  ;  they  paid  no  rent ;  Mr.  James  Turmr. 
if  she  did  not  go  back  to  it  she  was  in  danger  of  losing  it.  \     — 

7247.  To  whom  did  the  cottage  belong? — I  cannot  say  whether  it  belonged        4  April  1838. 
to  the  parish  ;  I  think  it  belonged  to  the  parish,  but  I  am  not  sure  of  it. 

7248.  She  was  allowed  to  reside  in  it  rent-free  ? — Yes. 

7249.  And  she  was  apprehensive  of  losing  the  cottage,  and  therefore  went  out? 
— They  sent  her  word  that  if  she  did  not  come  out  and  take  possession  of  it,  she 
would  lose  it. 

72.50.  The  parish  sent  her  word  r — Yes,  I  think  so. 

7251.  Have  you  seen  her  since  she  left  the  workhouse  ? — I  have  not. 

7252.  You  know  nothing  of  her  present  circumstances? — No,  she  has  left  it  so 
recently  that  I  have  not  seen  her  since. 

7253.  Mr.  Wakki/.]  You  spoke  of  the  wages  being  .3.?.  or  4.5.  a  week;  bow 
long  are  they  considered  boys  in  Ampthill  r— Till  they  get  married. 

7254.  Supposing  they  are  not  married  until  they  are  two  or  three  and  twenty 
years  of  age,  have  they  only  boys'  wages  ? — They  have  Is.  a  day;  that  is  the  wages 
they  have  considered  as  boys'  wages. 

72.55.  Did  you  see  any  person  19  or  20  years  of  age,  who  was  receiving  3*. 
or  4*.  a  week  ?— At  20  years  of  age  I  saw  many  receiving  1  .v.  a  day  ;  but  from 
17  to  18  or  19  years  of  age  they  would  be  receiving  from  Ss.  to  5s.  a  week  ;  but 
when  they  are  one  or  two  and  twenty,  and  are  not  married,  I  seldom,  with  one 
exception,  saw  any  receive  more  than  1*.  a  day. 

7256.  Did  you  find  them  to  be  strong  hale  young  men,  who  were  receiving 
those  wages  ? — I  did  ;  I  will  refer  to  one  young  man  ;  Samuel  Odell  is  a  young 
man  20  years  of  age ;  he  stands  five  feet  ten  inches  high,  and  he  is  a  well-made 
young  man  ;  he  receives  1  5.  a  day  now.  6s.  a  week  ;  he  works  with  another  man 
who  is  five  feet  eight,  and  that  man  receives  75.,  and  they  work  with  another, 
who  has  a  wife  and  family,  and  he  receives  9*.  a  week,  and  he  stands  five  feet  six 
inches  high  ;  they  are  all  doing  the  same  work. 

72.57.  What  work  were  they  doing -^ — Labouring  work  for  the  farmers. 

7258.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  the  Committee  to  infer  that  the  wages  depend 
in  any  degree  upon  the  height  of  the  labourers  ? — No,  I  mean  to  show  that  a  young 
hale  stout  man  had  Gs.  a  week  while  he  was  that  height,  while  the  other  with  a 
family  had  9*.  a  vveek. 

7251).  Do  not  the  wapes  depend  upon  the  nature  and  value  of  the  work  ? — Not 
of  those  doing  day-work  ;  the  married  men  with  families,  when  they  are  working 
by  the  day,  have  almost  invariably  8.y.  or  9*. 

72O0.  The  single  men  have  less? — Yes. 

7261.  Is  that  a  custom  which  has  been  introduced  since  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act? — No,   I  should  think  not. 

7262.  What  was  the  practice  with  regard  to  those  parties  before  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  took  place? — Those  young  men  worked  in  the  gravel-pits  as  it 
is  called,  and  had  generally  2*.  6</.  a  week. 

72f);5.  So  that,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned,  the  condition  of  those  young  men 
has  been  improved  since  the  new  law? — If  they  are  in  work. 

7264.  Are  more  in  work  now  than  there  were  under  the  former  system? — 
I  should  think  some  more. 

72()5.  To  whatever  extent  that  may  be,  the  increase  of  employment,  attended 
with  larger  wages  than  they  received  formerly  from  the  parish,  must  have  bene- 
fited that  class  of  labourers  ? — Yes,  but  if  they  are  only  half  employed  now,  they 
get  notliing  while  they  are  out  of  work,  so  that  if  there  was  a  third  employed 
now,  before  they  would  have  had  something  to  fall  on  when  they  were  not  in 
work. 

72t)(i.  Altogether  the  amount  of  employment  given  generally  to  labourers  has 
increased  ? — It  has  increased  a  little  I  believe,  and  I  have  shown  from  my  table 
that  the  labour  has  increased,  and  how  many  weeks'  employment  there  is. 

72()7.  Does  that  tabic  refer  gent  rally  to  the  union,  or  to  one  parish  .'—It 
refers  to  one  parish  ;  but  I  imagine  that,  from  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  from 
all  I  can  recollect,  to  be  a  fair  sample  of  the  union. 

7268.  It  is  the  parish  of  Westoning? — Yes. 

7269.  Do  you  imagine  the  parish  of  Westoning  to  be  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole 
union?-  It  will  be  rather  underrated  ;  that  is,  I  mean,  that  there  is  scarcely  as 
much  labour  in  the  parish  of  \\'cstoning,  but  there  are  some  labourers  that  live  in 
the  parish  of  Westoning  that  go  into  another  parish  to  work,  12  or   14,  and  in- 

279.  .\  3  eluding 
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Mr.  J-imcs  Turnrr.  eluding  tliosc,  Westoniiig,  I  think,  may  be  considered  as  a  fair  sample  of  the 

rest ;  but  I  would  not   wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  mean  tlie   labour  in  the 

4  -Ni-ril  1838.      parish  of  Wcstoning  to  be  a  fair  sample  of  that  in  the  other  parishes. 

7270.  Do  the  farmers  in  the  parisli  of  Wcstoning  appear  to  be  men  of  as 
much  capital  as  the  farmers  in  the  other  parishes  in  the  union.' — I  should  think 
not,  they  are  not  very  large  farmers ;  but  it  is  a  question  I  could  not  answer. 

7271.  Are  the  farms  smaller  in  the  parish  of  VVestoning,  than  in  the  other 
parishes? — -The  largest  farms  are  about  200  acres. 

7272.  Are  the  farms  in  that  parish  smaller  or  larger  than  in  the  other  parishes 
of  the  Ampthill  Union? — There  are  some  of  the  parishes  in  the  Ampthill  Union, 
where  the  farms  are  larger  than  in  that. 

7273.  But  is  your  impression  that  the  parish  of  Westoning  is  in  that  respect  a 
fair  sample  of  the  others  in  the  union  ? — I  should  think  not ;  but  it  is  a  question 
that  I  do  not  understand. 

7274.  Mr.  Fielden.]  With  those  low  wages  for  young  men,  do  you  consider  it 
possible  for  them  to  make  any  provision  before  marriage? — Not  at  all. 

7275.  Is  it  not  perpetuating  the  old  system  complained  of  before  the  new  law 
was  passed,  that  of  making  young  men  work  together  with  men  who  have  families, 
at  a  reduced  rate  of  wages  for  the  young  men  ? — That  it  is  ;  and  I  have  often  asked 
the  farmers  the  reason  why  tliey  gave  the  young  men,  who  were  as  able,  or  more 
able,  to  do  a  day's  work,  as  the  married  men  with  families,  less  wages ;  and  the 
invariable  answer  I  got  was  this,  "This  man  is  better  off  with  6^.  a  week  than 
the  man  with  a  family  with  9 6'." 

7276.  Could  a  person  surveying  the  work  done  by  a  young  man  and  the  work 
done  by  a  married  man  tell  which  was  the  produce  of  either?— I  cannot  answer 
that  question ;  I  should  think  he  could  not. 

7277.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  work  of  the  young  able-bodied  man  would  be 
as  good  iu  character,  and  as  valuable  to  the  employer,  as  the  work  of  the  married 
man? — Decidedly,  that  he  is  as  able,  or  more  able  to  do  a  day's  work. 

7278.  Does  not  that  tend  to  throw  the  able-bodied  man  receiving  higher  Avages 
out  of  work,  because  the  work  can  be  done  by  young  men  at  lower  wages  r — That 
is  the  natural  tendency  ;  and  I  know  some  farmers  who  employ  young  men  instead 
of  men  with  families,  on  that  account. 

727Q.  And  when,  from  that  cause,  scarcity  of  labour  ensues,  the  able-bodied 
man  who  has  a  wife  and  children  has  nothing  left  to  him  but  to  go  into  the  work- 
house ? — Nothing. 

7280.  You  think  that  a  hard  case  upon  the  married  man? — I  am  sure  it  is  a 
hard  case,  because  he  has  nothing  to  fall  upon  when  he  is  out  of  work. 

7281.  Mr.  Hodges.]  You  have  stated  that  you  think  that  that  state  of  things  is 
calculated  to  produce  distress  and  hardship  upon  the  married  men,  that  is  to  say, 
that  they  should  have  the  alternative  of  the  workhouse,  or  working  for  wages  of  a 
lower  description,  and  equal  to  those  of  the  single  men  ? — I  do. 

72S2.  But  if  it  should  turn  out  that  the  parishes  should  discover  that  by  putting 
the  married  men  with  families  into  the  workhouse,  the  rates  are  increased  upon 
the  parish,  by  maintaining  so  many  more  persons  in  the  house,  do  not  you  imagine 
that  they  will  very  soon  come  to  the  calculation  and  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  will 
be  cheaper  to  employ  the  married  men  at  lower  wages,  and  to  let  the  single  men 
have  the  alternative  of  going  into  the  house  ? — It  may  produce  such  an  effect  by 
and  by,  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  present  time. 

7283.  You  do  not  happen  to  know  whether  that  has  taken  place  in  the  district 
to  which  you  have  alluded? — It  has  not  come  to  that  yet. 

7284.  Then,  if  one  of  the  recommendations  of  the  new  law,  stated  at  the  time  it 
was  passed,  was  that  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  single  man,  by  abolishing 
all  distinction  between  his  labour  and  that  of  the  married  man,  as  far  as  your 
observation  has  gone,  it  has  totally  failed? — It  has  failed  entirely;  I  do  not  know 
a  single  instance,  with  the  exception  of  one,  where  the  young  men  are  paid  at  the 
same  rate  as  the  married  men. 

7285.  Mr.  F)xs/i/ield.]  In  the  parish  you  are  speaking  of,  were  all  the  single 
men  employed  ? — No. 

7286.  Then  it  appears  that  the  farmers  employed  some  of  the  married  men  at 
higher  wages,  though  they  might  have  got  single  men  at  lower? — I  do  not  pre- 
sume that  the  farmers  would  turn  their  old  hands  away,  for  the  married  men  to 
make  room  for  the  single  men  ;  but  if  two  men  were  to  offer  themselves,  one  a 
single  man,  19  or  20  years  of  age,  and  the  other  a  married  man,  my  impression 

is. 
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is,  that  the  farmer  would  prefer  the  single  man,  because  he  could  have  him  for  2s.    ..      j    ^^ .,,  _,, 

or  'is.  a  week  less  than  the  other  with  a  lamily;  1  do  not  suppose  that  a  farmer 

would  turn  away  a  man  with  a  family  to  make  room  for   a  man  at  2s.  or  3s.  a       4  April  1838. 
week  less. 

7287.  You  were  asked  whether,  if  a  man  with  a  family  went  into  the  work- 
house, and  produced  expense  to  the  rate-payers,  that  would  not  lead  to  the  ccn- 
elusion  in  the  minds  of  the  farmers,  that  it  was  better  to  employ  them,  and  to  let  the 
sinp^le  men  go  into  the  workhouse ;  might  not  the  farmers  pay  the  married  men 
higher  wages,  as  a  matter  of  calculation,  rather  than  that  they  should  go  into  the 
workhouse  ? — They  might  pay  them  higher  wages. 

7288.  Chairman.^  As  far  as  you  have  observed,  have  any  of  the  married  men 
with  families  gone  into  the  workhouse  ? — No  ;  they  will  suffer  the  greatest  priva- 
tion before  they  will  go  in. 

728Q.  Have  many  gone  in? — Some  have  gone  in,  not  many. 

7290.  From  what  you  heard,  should  you  say  that  many  married  men  with 
families  have  gone  into  the  workhouse? — Not  many. 

7291.  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  long  they  have  remained  in? — Until  there 
was  a  probability  of  their  getting  work. 

72Q2.   How  long  do  they  remain  in? — I  do  not  know. 

72Q3.  If  it  should  be  found  that  very  few  married  men  with  families  have 
entered,  and  among  those  a  large  proportion  have  remained  a  very  short  time,  would 
not  the  inference  be,  that  they  had  obtained  employment  ? — In  some  instances ;  I 
know  some  who  went  in,  and  came  out,  and  did  not  obtain  employment. 

7294.  If  they  did  not  obtain  employment,  how  did  they  live? — I  have  stated 
before,  that  some  part  of  the  family  are  very  often  engaged  in  making  straw-plait 
or  lace ;  straw-plait  is  a  little  better,  and  if  they  could  make  2^.  or  3*.  a  week  by 
straw-plait,  they  had  contrived  to  live  out  of  that,  in  the  manner  I  have  described, 
chiefly  living  on  bread  and  potatoes. 

729.).  Do  you  know  whether  the  people  around  Ampthill  are  in  the  habit  of 
gathering  what  they  call  sheck,  that  is  fir-apples,  and  what  falls  from  the  trees, 
and  using  it  for  fuel  ?■ — It  is  done  in  some  instances. 

7296.  Are  they  allowed  to  do  it? — In  the  park  they  are  allowed  to  do  that. 

7297.  Is  it  of  material  assistance  to  them? — No;  a  few  will  go  to  gather 
sheck ;  it  is  a  very  poor  fuel  when  it  is  gathered,  and  when  they  state  "  We  get 
the  fuel  as  we  can,"  it  means  that  they  go  to  gather  that. 

7298.  Mr.  Fielden-I  Supposing  a  farmer  to  be  employing  six  men,  four  of 
them  married  men,  and  two  single  men;  the  married  men  receiving  95.,  and  the 
single  men  Gs. ;  in  case  he  docs  not  require  more  than  five  for  some  time  to  come, 
has  he  not  a  strong  inducement  to  dismiss  one  of  the  married  men  and  to  retain 
the  two  young  men  ? — Most  certainly,  as  a  natural  consequence,  he  will  dismiss 
the  dearest. 

7299.  Has  not  that  an  immediate  tendency  to  reduce  the  wages  of  the  labourers 
in  the  Union  of  Ampthill? — It  has  a  tendency  to  do  that,  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  has  done  that  much  ;  but  one  of  the  farmers  stated  to  me,  '*  If  my  con- 
science would  let  me,  I  could  have  as  many  men  as  I  wanted,  to  do  all  my  work 
at  1 5.  a  day,  or  G  5.  a  week. 

7300.  If  that  farmer  were  extremely  distressed  by  a  fall  in  the  price  of  pro- 
duce, would  it  not  naturally  follow  that  he  would  exercise  that  power  which  he 
has  of  reducing  wages  ? — Most  assuredly. 

7301.  A  question  has  before  been  put  to  you,  whether  the  tendency  of  apply- 
ing the  workhouse  test  is  not  to  enhance  the  price  of  wages,  because  of  the 
increased  expense  of  keeping  them  in  the  workhouse  over  what  they  would  cost  at 
their  own  homes.  If  the  rates  applied  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  in  the 
workhouse  were  all  withdrawn,  and  the  farmers  had  none  to  pay,  and  the  wages 
were  reduced  from  9*'.  to  7*,,  do  not  you  think  that  the  farmers  would  be  gainers, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  by  the  reduction  of  wages,  surpassing  that  of  any 
thing  they  now  lose  by  the  payment  of  rates? — They  would. 

7302.  And,  therefore,  the  natural  tendency  is  to  reduce  the  wages  when  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  employment  ? — It  will  come  to  that. 

7303.  Does  dissatisfaction  prevail,  to  any  extent,  amongst  those  single  men, 
in  consequence  of  being  required  to  work  with  married  men  at  3  *\  a  week  less 
than  the  married  men  obtain  ? — It  does  not  give  them  satisfaction,  and  I  have 
often  heard  them  say  that  they  will  get  married,  and  then  they  will  get  the  same 
wages  as  a  married  man. 

279.  A  4  7304.  Has 
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Mi.Jatnes  Turner.       7304.  Has  not  that  a  direct  tendency  to   the  increase  of  hastardy  in  the  Amp- 

hill  Union  ? — I  believe  that  bastardy  has  increased. 

4  April  1838.  730,5.  Does  not  the  low  wages  paid  to  those  young  men  tend  to  prevent  thetn 

marrying,  because  they  cannot  make  any  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  a  family 
or  for  setting  up  house  ? — It  prevents  them  from  making  any  provision,  but  it  is 
an  inducement  for  them  to  get  married,  and  they  liave  often  said  that  they  will 
get  married,  and  have  the  same  wages  as  other  married  men. 

73o(>.  Would  not  a  prudent  young  man,  rather  than  throw  himself  into  that 
state  of  poverty,  adopt  another  course,  that  is,  of  having  connexion  with  females, 
which  would  lead  to  the  increase  of  bastardy  ? — It  is  very  likely  to  lead  to  that. 

7307.  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  that  the  law,  as  it  is  administered,  has  a 
tendency  to  depress  wages,  to  produce  improvident  marriages,  and  to  increase 
bastardy  ;  have  you  any  facts  that  can  substantiate  any  of  those  statements  ;  first, 
have  you  any  facts  proving  a  decrease  of  wages  in  Anipthill  Union  ? — I  have  ;  I 
will  first  state  that  the  farmers  have  said,  many  a  time,  they  could  have  had  their 
work  done  at  less  wages,  if  their  consciences  would  let  them  give  them  ;  I  secondly 
come  to  the  facts  whether  wages  have  been  reduced  ;  I  say  that  two  farmers  have 
reduced  their  wages  from  9*.  to  8*.  a  week. 

7308.  At  the  approach  of  winter  ? — Yes. 

7309.  Had  not  that  reduction  of  wages,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  been  usual 
from  time  immemorial  ? — It  had  not. 

7310.  It  was  a  practice  introduced  now  for  the  first  time? — Yes  ;  and  in  that 
parish  the  wages  were  reduced  in  only  two  instances,  so  that  that  shows  that  it 
was  not  a  general  practice. 

7311.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  find,  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  that  wages 
have  diminished? — Not  in  day-work,  but  in  task-work  they  have  diminished  to  a 
great  extent ;  in  work  wrought  by  the  great  in  every  instance  the  wages  have 
decreased,  that  is,  threshing  used  to  be  2  s.  a  load,  and  now  it  is  done  at  l.y.  8</., 
and  in  some  places  at  1  s.  6d. 

73 1 2.  When  was  the  price  2  s.  ? — Four  years  ago. 

7313.  With  regard  to  improvident  marriages  ;  have  you  any  facts  tending  to 
show  that  marriages  among  the  poor  have  been  more  frequent  than  they  were 
before? — I  will  not  say  that  they  have  been  more  frequent ;  but  this  is  the  ten- 
dency ;  because  they  cannot  have  as  good  wages  as  the  married  men,  they  say, 
"  We  will  get  married." 

7314.  They  feel  a  disposition  to  get  married,  thinking  that  thereby  their  condi- 
tion will  be  improved? — Yes. 

7315.  In  spite  of  their  conviction  that  when  married,  if  they  have  a  family,  they 
will  not  have  any  relief  except  in  the  workhouse? — They  state  that  they  get  less 
wages  now,  and  therefore  they  will  get  married. 

731  G.  Are  they  not  aware  that  if  they  are  married,  and  have  a  famil}-,  they  will 
get  no  relief  except  in  the  workhouse? — Yes. 

7317.  Are  you  aware  that  that  has  produced  any  effect  in  preventing  improvi- 
dent marriages  r— No,  I  am  not  aware  of  facts  either  way;  only  I  have  often  heard 
young  men  state  this. 

7318.  With  regard  to  bastardy,  are  you  aware  of  any  facts  which  would  lead 
the  Committee  to  infer  that  bastardy  has  increased  in  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — I  be- 
lieve it  has. 

7319.  Upon  what  grounds  does  that  belief  rest? — From  conversations  with 
intelligent  persons  in  tlie  parish  of  Ampthill ;  for  instance,  I  will  confine  myself 
to  that  first,  I  got  to  know  from  them,  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  the  number  of 
females  that  had  had  bastard  children  within  these  last  two  or  three  years,  and  I 
found  more  bastards  in  the  last  year,  by  five  or  six,  than  in  former  years.  In  the 
rural  parts  they  generally  know  every  body's  business,  and  a  woman  could  not 
have  a  child  there,  but  they  would  know  it;  I  was  cautious  to  take  down  the  name 
of  every  woman  who  had  a  child,  and  how  old  it  was,  and  whether  it  was  living  or 
was  dead. 

73'iO.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  of  the  clergyman  of  the  parish,  or  examine 
the  register? — -I  did  not. 

7321.  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  rural  parishes,  at  all  events,  bastard  children 
are  regularly  entered  in  the  registers  ? — I  am  aware  that  they  are,  if  they  do  not 
die  before  they  are  baptized. 

7322.  Is  there  not  a  strong  feeling  among  the  poor  of  all  classes,  of  the  neces- 
sity of  having  their  children  baptized  before  death  ? — Y'es. 

7323.  Are 
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7323.  Are  you  not  aware  that  if  the  child  is  seriously  ill,  and  there  is  an  appre-   Mr.  Jan«  Tuner. 
hension  of  its  dying,  application  is  made   to  the  clergyman  to  baptize  the  child        ■ 
immediately? — I  know  that  it  is  generally  done;  not  in  every  instance.  4  ■Apnl  i?38- 

7324.  Did  you  examine  any  of  the  parish  registers,  to  see  whether  the  births  of 
illegitimate  children  had  increased? — I  did  not;  the  way  in  which  I  procured 
my  information  was  by  conversing  with  individuals,  and  I  did  it  in  about  three 
instances  with  persons  that  I  thought  would  know. 

7325.  Be  so  good  as  to  name  the  parishes  in  which  you  held  conversations 
with  persons  on  the  increase  of  the  number  of  bastard  children  ? — I  confine  my 
observations  to  Ampthill  and  Cranfield.  The  opinion  of  nearly  every  one  that 
I  conversed  with  was,  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  last  year,  in  both  of  those 
parishes,  in  the  number  of  bastards,  and  consequently  in  the  union. 

732fi.  Did  vou  make  any  inquiry  with  respect  to  any  other  parishes  in  the 
union  ? — Not  so  particularly  ;  I  speak  of  these  two. 

7327.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Did  you  hear  what  the  number  of  affiliations  had  been  in 
Ampthill  before  the  law  was  passed  ? — I  believe  there  has  been  only  one. 

7328.  Chairman.]  Are  you  an  are  that  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  the 
law,  the  number  of  affiliations  made  is  no  longer  any  indication  of  the  number  of 
bastards? — Yes. 

7329.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Have  you  heard  from  individuals  in  whom  you  place  great 
confidence,  that  bastardy  has  increased  in  those  two  parishes  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

7330.  You  believe  that  there  are  parishioners  there  who  are  able  to  speak 
more  fully  on  that  subject  than  you  are  yourself? — I  do  ;  I  state  how  I  have 
procured  the  information. 

7331.  Did  you  not  say  that  Elizabeth  Pearson  was  refused  relief  because  she 
would  not  go  with  her  family  to  the  factories  in  the  north  ? — I  did  state  that. 

7332.  Do  you  know  where  she  was  asked  to  go  to? — To  Derby. 

7333.  Mr.  Waklei/.]  Did  you  hear  of  any  children  who  had  been  sent  to 
Stockport? — No,  I  do  not  remember,  except  one  family  that  has  gone  to  Stockport. 

7334.  What  was  the  name  of  the  family? — I  have  no  doubt  that  I  shall 
remember  the  name  if  I  hear  it. 

7335.  Did  you  hear  the  name  mentioned  of  Ann  Hostler? — I  remember  the 
name,  but  I  have  no  data  of  the  case. 

733(1.  Did  you  hear  of  two  children  of  that  name,  who  had  been  sent  to  the 
factory  of  Mr.  Robinson,  Springbank,  Stockport? — No,  I  did  not. 

7337.  Mr.  Fie/den.]  And  on  that  ground,  that  she  would  not  go  to  Derby, 
Elizabeth  Pearson  informed  you  she  was  refused  relief? — Yes. 

7338.  Which  you  believe  was  true  ? — Yes,  that  she  could  not  have  any  relief 
out  of  the  workhouse  ;  and  she  went  in  and  remained  there  three  days. 

7339.  There  is  Bernard  Chappel  ;  will  you  state  any  thing  to  the  Committee 
relating  to  his  circumstances  ? — Bernard  (Jhappel  is  46  years  of  age,  and  lives 
in  the  parish  of  Marston  ;  he  has  a  wife  and  four  children  ;  the  oldest  is  11  and 
the  youngest  is  3  ;  he  has  been  sickly  for  some  time  ;  the  consequence  was 
that  he  was  very  badly  off;  when  in  work  he  had  8^'.  a  week  ;  he  was  one  of 
those  labourers  that  had  been  reduced  from  9s.  to  8*.,  working  for  one  of  the 
farmers  to  whom  I  alluded.  On  Sunday,  the  17th  of  February,  she  was  taken 
ill,  very  likely  to  be  a  fever,  as  the  typhus  fever  was  in  the  neighbourhood  at  the 
time ;  the  husband  applied  to  the  overseer  for  a  doctor ;  the  overseer  gave  him  an 
order  for  one;  the  doctor  would  not  attend. 

7340.  Chainmoh]  What  was  the  name  of  the  doctor  ? — Doctor  Bull ;  this  was^ 
the  case  to  which  I  was  referring  the  other  day,  when  I  said  that  the  overseer 
had  given  an  order  for  a  doctor,  and  it  had  not  been  attended  to.  The  reason 
why  he  would  not  attend  was,  because  they  were  not  in  the  doctor's  club. 

7341.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  doctor's  club?— I  will  read  the  statement 
which  I  have  of  Doctor  Bull's  account: — "The  doctor's  club  pays  to  the  doctor 
himself,  8</.  a  quarter  for  a  man,  G  d.  for  a  woman,  and  3</.  for  a  child  ;  when  a 
girl  is  15  she  pays  9^/.  a  quarter;  if  the  family  is  not  in  the  club,  they  must  not 
have  any  relief." 

7342.  Mr.  Chichester.]  Are  those  rules  under  the  fegulatioa  of  tlie  board  of 
guardians? — I  am  not  aware. 

7343.  Mr.  Fielden.]  The  information  you  had  from  this  family  was.  that  relief 
was  denied  them  by  the  doctor,  because  they  were  not  in  the  club? — That  is  what 
they  stated  to  me,  that  the  overseer  had  given  them  an  order,  and  that  the  doctor 
refused  to  attend. 

279-  B  7344.  Then 
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Mr.  Jamrs  TMTntr.       7344-  TluMi  this  is  a  case  where  the  overseer  had  given  an  order,  and  that  order 

•       was  not  obeyed  : — It  is. 

4 April  1838  734')-  What  was  the  consequence  of  tlie  denial  of  relief  in  this  case? — Mr. 

Ilifle,  who  is  the  overseer  of  the  parish  of  Marston,  when  the  doctor  hud  refused, 
went  to  the  relieving  officer  to  get  a  doctor  for  them  ;  he  went  to  the  house ;  the 
relieving  officer  was  going  past  the  doer  where  this  family  lived,  and  he  wanted 
the  relieving  officer  to  go  into  the  house  and  sec  the  condition  of  the  family;  he 
refused  to  go  in  to  see  them  ;  that  is  my  account  of  that. 

7346.  Then  this  is  a  case  where  an  order  had  been  given,  and  relief  was  not 
obtained  ;  and  you  have  before  stated  many  cases  where  relief  was  asked  for,  but 
no  order  could  be  obtained  for  that  relief? — In  this  case  the  order  was  obtained, 
and  he  did  not  attend  to  it. 

7347.  Mr.  Wakley.^  Were  any  families  in  that  parish  receiving  medical 
attendance  at  the  time  this  order  was  given  to  the  medical  officer  ? — I  do  not 
know  that. 

734S.  Mr.  Chichester.']  Was  the  case  reported  to  the  board  ? — I  do  not  know  ; 
I  .should  like  to  know. 

7349.  Does  any  magistrate  reside  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — There  is  one  re.sides 
about  a  mile  from  this  place. 

7350.  Was  any  application  made  to  the  magistrate? — I  am  not  aware. 

73,51.  Are  you  aware  that  the  magistrate  has  power  to  give  an  order  in  such 
cases  r — I  believe  he  has. 

7352.  Is  it  generally  known  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? — I  believe  it  is  not, 
for  I  was  not  aware  of  it  till  I  was  in  this  room. 

73.53-   Is  there  a  guardian  of  that  parish? — There  are  two. 

73,';4.  Was  the  case  represented  to  them  ? — I  believe  it  was,  but  I  am  not 
quite  certain  about  it ;  I  know  that  .some  noise  was  made  about  it,  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  reported  formally  to  the  guardians  or  not. 

735.5-  Was  it  not  generally  known  in  the  parish  that  the  relieving  officer  had 
refused  to  visit  a  poor  person  ? — It  was  generally  known. 

73.56.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  guardian  of  the  parish  took  any  notice 
of  it  at  the  board  ? — I  do  not. 

7357.  Mr.  Fielde/i.}  May  not  very  serious  consequences  ensue  if  a  poor  man, 
having  his  family  in  that  state  of  distress  and  disease  in  his  house,  has  first  to  go 
to  the  overseer,  then  to  the  magistrate,  then  to  the  relieving  officer ;  may  not 
death  ensue  before  medical  relief  can  be  obtained  ? — Certainly  it  may. 

7358.  But  have  you  not  already  proved,  that  for  want  of  medical  relief,  in  cases 
that  came  before  the  Committee  yesterday,  death  had  ensued,  and  that  that  is  the 
impression  in  that  neighbourhood  r — Yes,   it  is. 

73.51)-  Chairman.']  You  say  that  a  man  is  obliged  to  go  first  to  the  overseer, 
then  to  the  magistrate  and  then  to  the  relieving  officer;  what  do  you  mean  by 
that  statement  I — I  mean,  that  if  the  overseers  order  is  not  attended  to,  and  the 
order  of  the  magistrate  should  not  be  attended  to,  then  he  is  compelled  to  go  to 
the  relieving  officer  for  an  order. 

7360.  That  is,  if  the  authorities  provided  by  the  law  do  not  obey  the  order, 
the  man  is  left  without  remedy  ?— Certainly. 

73(11.  Is  not  that  the  case  with  respect  to  all  applications  that  may  be  made 
for  assistance  authorized  by  the  law  ? — Certainly  it  is. 

7362.  If  the  overseer  does  not  give  the  order  in  the  first  instance,  is  he  not 
liable  to  severe  penalty  ? — He  ought  to  be. 

7363.  Is  he  not  by  the  law  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

7364.  I  will  read  to  you  the  words  of  the  statute;  this  is  a  clause  in  the  Act 
of  Parliament  which  provides  that  relief  shall  be  given  generally  by  the  board 
of  guardians;  but  it  .says,  "  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  overseer  of  the  poor 
to  give  any  further  or  other  relief  or  allowance  from  the  poor-rate,  than  such 
as  shall  be  ordered  by  such  guardians  or  select  vestry,  except  in  cases  of  sudden 
and  urgent  necessity,  in  which  cases  he  is  hereby  required  to  give  such  temporary 
relief  as  each  case  shall  require,  in  articles  of  absolute  necessity,  but  not  in 
money ;  and  whether  the  applicant  for  relief  be  settled  in  the  parish  where  he 
shall  apply  for  relief  or  not ;  provided  always,  that  in  case  such  overseer  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  necessary  relief  in  any  such  case  of  necessity  to  poor 
persons  not  settled,  nor  usually  residing  in  the  parish  to  which  such  overseer 
belongs,  it  .shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  to  order  the 
said  overseer,  by  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  give  such  temporary  relief 

in 
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in  articles  of  absolute  necessity,  as  the  case  shall   require,  but  not  in  money;  Mt.  jamn  Tumei. 

and  in  case  such  overseer  shall  disobey  such  order,  he  shall   on  conviction  before        

two  justices  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  which  such  justices  shall  4  April  1838 
order."  I  will  now  read  to  you  the  fourth  rule,  under  which  the  overseers  are  to 
give  orders  in  cases  of  necessity  :  "If  any  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  any  parish  or  place  in  this  union  shall,  in  any  case  of  sudden  and  urgent 
necessity,  deem  it  rijrht  that  temporary  relief  to  any  pauper  iu  articles  of  ne- 
cessity should  be  given  out  of  the  workhouse,  such  churchwarden  or  overseer 
shall,  if  possible,  cause  the  same  to  be  given  by  the  relieving  officer  for  such 
parish  or  place  ;  but  if  such  churchwarden  or  overseer  shall  give  such  relief 
himself,  he  shall  forthwith  report  the  same  in  writing  to  such  relieving  officer." 
Does  it  not  appear  from  that  rule,  that  ihe  churchwardens  and  overseers  have 
the  power  of  giving  relief  in  the  cases  alluded  to? — It  does,  and  he  did  give  the 
relief,   and  the   medical   man  did  not  attend  to  it. 

7365.  The  medical  man  was  under  contract  to  attend  to  the  orders  of  the 
overseers  ? —  Yes. 

7366.  In  that  particular  case,  if  relief  was  not  given,  do  you  ascribe  the  fault 
to  the  rules  of  the  Commissioners,  or  the  contract,  or  to  the  medical  officer? — 
In  that  instance,  I  ascribe  it  to  the  medical  officer. 

73C7.  That  medical  officer  being  under  a  contract  to  give  medical  relief  to  any 
person  for  whom  he  had  received  any  order  from  the  churchwardens  or  overseers, 
without  in([uiring  whether  the  party  was  a  pauper  or  not? — Yes. 

7368.  .\lr.  Fie/dcn.]  You  say  the  relief  was  given  ;  you  mean  an  order  was 
given  by  the  overseer;  but  the  doctor  did  not  obey  the  order  ? — That  is  my  in- 
formation. 

7369.  But  you  have  stated  that  afterwards,  in  this  case,  the  relieving  officer 
refused  to  give  the  order  ? — He  refused  to  see  the  case  ;  I  would  not  state  whether 
the  relieving  oflicer  gave  the  order  subsequently  or  not,  for  1  am  not  clear  in  my 
own  mind  upon  that  point. 

7370.  Mr.  Chichester.']  You  state  that  the  relieving  officer  absolutely  refused 
to  go  into  the  house  at  the  request  of  the  overseer  ? — Yes. 

7371.  Chair'man.l  Do  I  understand  you  correctly  to  have  said,  that  you  can 
prove  that  in  many  instances  death  had  ensued  from  the  want  of  medical  relief 
being  given? — As  far  as  my  information  goes,  and  my  own  opinion,  I  do  believe 
that  death  has  ensued  ;  but  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  prove  whether  the  per- 
sons would  have  died  or  not,  if  they  had  had  timely  relief;  but  that  is  not  only  ray 
impression,  but  the  impression  of  intelligent  persons  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances which  I  have  detailed. 

7372.  Mr.  Freshjicld.]  Have  you  any  facts  beyond  these,  that  there  was  negldct 
and  that  there  was  death? — I  have  named  two  or  three  cases  of  that  description. 

7373.  Mr.  C/iichesler.]  Where  death  has  ensued  from  neglect? — I  have;  I 
have  named  Elizabeth  Herbert  and  Ruth  Cole  ;  there  was  neglect;  whether  they 
would  have  died  if  they  had  had  timely  relief,  I  am  not  iu  a  condition  to  say  ;  but 
my  impression  is,  that  there  was  great  neglect. 

7374.  Mr.  Fkldcn.]  A  question  has  been  put  to  you  as  to  what  is  the  law 
relative  to  the  administration  of  relief;  you  are  only  acquainted  with  what  is  the 
law  from  reading  the  Act  of  Parliament,  or  having  heard  it  read  : — That  is  all. 

7375-  You  speak  to  the  practice  that  prevails,  rather  than  to  what  the  law 
requires  ? — It  is  to  the  practice  that  I  allude. 

737t'.  Have  you  read  in  the  parliamentary  debates  of  the  excellent  administra- 
tion of  the  new  law  in  the  Aniptliill  Union? — I  have. 

7377.  Chairman.']  To  what  are  you  alluding  ? — To  a  speech  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

7378.  Mr.  Fieldcn.]  Have  you,  from  your  inquiries  on  the  spot,  found  the 
practice,  as  far  as  your  observation  has  gone,  to  be  very  different  from  what  you 
read  was  tlie  practice  in  that  speech  ?^ — 1  have. 

7370-  What  was  the  result  of  the  denial  of  medical  relief  to  Bernard  Chappel 
and  his  family? — That  the  overseer  applied  to  the  relieving  officer,  stated  to  him 
the  distressed  state  of  the  case,  and  wished  the  relieving  oflicer  to  go  and  sec  them, 
and  the  relievin<i  officer  was  going  past  and  would  not  call  ;  whether  the 
relieving  officer  subsequently  gave  an  order  upon  the  medical  officer,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say. 

7380.  Do  you  know  whether  the  family  suffered  in  a  way  which  perhaps  might 
have  been  prevented,  in  consequence  of  the  denial  of  this  medical  relief? — 1  believe 

279.  B  2  they 
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Hr.  Juvies  Tiirna.  they  had  no  medical  relief,  and  that   they  were  in  a  very  distressed  state  ;   I  am 

not  aware  that  she  had  any  medical  relief  at  all ;  they  were  in  great  poverty. 

4  April  1838.  738 1 .  You  stated  that  there  was  an  apprehension  that  this  was  typhus  fever  ? — 

She  was  very  poorly,  and  typhus  fever  was  in  the  ncighbourhod  at  the  time  ;  I 
am  not  sure  whether  it  was  typhus  fever  or  not,  but  they  were  afraid  it  was, 
because  other  people  in  the  neighbourhood  had  it. 

7382.  Mr.  Chichester.']  What  was  her  disease? — I  .saw  her  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  after,  and  she  was  in  a  poor  way ;  but  I  am  not  a  doctor,  and  I  cannot  state 
what  her  disease  was. 

7383.  She  had  no  medical  attendance  ? — She  had  not. 

7384.  !Mr.  Fiddai.~\  Is  there  any  other  case  similar  to  that  which  you  have 
detailed,  of  a  denial  of  medical  relief ;  do  you  recollect  ^a  person  of  the  name  of 
Page,  in  Flitwick  parish  ? — I  do,  but  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  that 
case  to  give  an  explanation  of  it  at  present. 

738,5.  The  person  who  accompanied  you  will  be  better  able  to  speak  to  that 
than  you  are  yourself  ?— Yes. 

7386.  You  have  now  stated  the  sufferings  and  distress  of  many  able-bodied 
persons ;  I  wish  now  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  case  of  aged  persons,  widows, 
and  children ;  you  published  a  second  letter ;  you  have  already  given  evidence 
on  the  first;  will  you  take  the  newspaper  containing  your  letter,  copied  from  the 
"  Northern  Star,"  and  read  it? — The  cases  in  the  letter  are,  "  James  Somerville, 
aged  68,  has  no  wife  ;  this  old  man  used  to  have  2.?.  Gr/.  weekly  relief,  before  the 
new  law  was  passed  ;  but  since,  he  has  had  1  s.  taken  ofl,  and  now  he  receives 
1  >"f.  6^. ;  this  old  man  is  very  kindly  dealt  with  ;  he  may  work,  and  earn  a  shilling 
if  he  can  ;  then  if  he  does  not  like  it,  he  can  go  to  prison,  that  is,  to  the  great 
house ;  so  you  see  how  much  this  poor  man  is  benefited  by  the  new  law. 
Thomas  Bunker,  aged  70,  an  old  man  who  used  to  have  2*.  a  week  from  the  parish, 
but  since  the  new  law  was  passed,  has  had  nothing ;  the  reason  assigned  is,  that 
he  is  an  able-bodied  man  ;  but  if  so,  many  young  men  cannot  get  work  ;  how  then 
is  an  old  man  to  get  work  ?  But  how  is  such  a  man  to  live  ?  He  is  not  an  able- 
bodied  man,  but  he  is  told  that  he  may  go  to  the  workhouse,  that  is,  he  may  go 
to  prison  ;  to  this  he  objects,  and  would  sooner  die.  Susan  Deacon,  a  widow, 
aged  49,  has  five  children,  the  eldest  18,  the  youngest  8  ;  when  the  new  law 
was  passed,  this  widow  had  Is.  per  week  ;  it  was  reduced  afterwards  to  5j.  Ctd. ; 
she  applied  to  the  board  of  guardians  to  have  the  1  s.  6d.  put  on  again  ;  the  chair- 
man told  her  she  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  herself,  and  she  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw ;  she  did  so,  and  they  reduced  her  pay  again  to  4*.  3d.,  and  that  she  was  to 
have  in  bread;  not  content  with  this,  they  had  another  go,  and  took  all  off;  she 
must  not  have  any  ;  what  was  she  to  do  then  ?  Wh}',  she  might  go  down  to  Derby, 
into  the  silk  factories,  where  there  was  plenty  of  work  for  her  and  her  children  ; 
it  was  not  far,  about  100  miles ;  to  this  she  objected,  and  must  therefore  have  no 
more  relief,  and  no  more  has  she  had ;  one  of  her  sons  is  out  of  work,  the 
rest  are  plaiters  of  straw,  and  earn  about  6s.  per  week;  she  pays  no  rent, 
for  the  hut  she  lives  in  stands  on  some  waste  ground;  how  she  lives  is 
quite  unaccountable  even  to  herself;  but  she  may  go  to  prison  if  she 
likes.  This  she  objects  to,  and  while  she  and  her  children  can  get  one  bit 
of  bread  and  potato  once  a  day,  she  will  not  go  there.  Sarah  Jellis  is  aunt 
to  four  orphan  children,  whom  she  has  brought  up.  When  she  took  these  chil- 
dren, the  oldest  Mas  13,  the  youngest  was  a  few  days  old,  the  mother  having  died 
of  childbirth.  She  had  with  these  children  9*.  per  week,  up  to  the  building  of  the 
'  great  house,'  after  which  the  board  of  guardians  took  off  l5.,and  then  took  off 
two  more.  Very  soon  after  they  took  the  other  two,  and  this  reduced  the  allow- 
ance to  4  >v.;  they  afterwards  took  all  off.  This  was  all  done  in  less  than  12 
months  ;  and  she  was  ordered  to  the  board.  I  suppose  they  felt  ashamed  at  what 
they  had  done,  for  they  gave  her  2  *.  a  week  afterwards,  one  in  money  and  one  in 
bread.  This  she  continues  to  receive.  In  this  state  she  applied  to  her  brother  to 
take  one  of  her  children  ;  he  did  so.  One  went  to  see  her  grandmother  at  Christ- 
mas, and  has  stopped  there.  The  oldest  of  these  is  a  poor  helpless  creature,  who 
will  never  be  able  to  get  his  own  victuals.  On  asking  this  woman  how  they  lived, 
she  burst  into  tears,  and  said,  '  God  only  knows,  for  I  cannot  tell  you.'  Sarah 
Cox,  a  widow,  aged  43  years,  has  been  a  widow  five  years ;  has  six  children,  the 
oldest  22,  the  youngest  5  ;  the  two  oldest  have  fits.  This  widow  had,  when 
the  new  law  was  passed,  5s.  per  week  from  the  parish ;  ii  was  afterwards  reduced 
to    4  s.,  and  soon  afterwards    again  to    3  s.      They  then  called  her  before  the 

board 
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hoard  of  guardian*,  and   told  her  she  must  go  to  the  factory  in  Lancashire.     To  Mr,  James  Turner. 

this  she  objected  ;  and  they  told  her  they  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  her,  and         — ■ 

she  has  never  had  any  thing  from  them  since.  The  children  plait  straw  ;  but  on  4  April  1838. 
account  of  the  oldest  having  fits,  they  cannot  do  much  in  that  line.  She  has  1*.  per 
week  to  pay  for  rent ;  whether  she  has  any  bread  or  not,  it  will  cost  her  at  the  least 
1  s.  6d.  for  firing ;  their  earnings  will.not  exceed  8  s.  This  is  a  very  distressed  family  ; 
but  because  she  refused  to  go  to  tlie  factories  she  was  not  to  have  any  thing. 
Charlotte  Palmer,  a  widow,  aged  55,  has  five  children;  the  oldest  16,  the 
3'oungest  10.  This  woman  has  been  a  widow  10  years.  At  the  time  of  her  hus- 
band's death  she  was  possessed  of  property  in  the  parish  wliere  she  now 
resides,"  but,  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  she  had  no  control,  she 
was  deprived  of  it,  and  became  chargeable  to  the  parish;  and  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  new  law  she  received  5  s:  per  week.  After  the  passing  of  the  new  law 
it  was  very  soon  reduced  to  1  s. ;  and  by  and  by  that  also  was  taken  off,  and  she 
was  ordered  to  the  board,  a  distance  of  3  miles,  and  3  miles  back."  There  is  an 
error  here,  I  said  13,  but  it  is  three  miles.  "When  she  got  there,  they  told  her 
she  and  her  family  must  go  to  Leeds,  to  the  factories.  To  this  she  objected,  and 
they  told  her  they  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  her.  So  much  for  the  widows 
being  better  ofl'  than  they  used  to  be.  I  will  now  state  another  case  to  you,  which 
will  make  your  blood  run  cold,  if  such  a  thing  is  possible.  John  Huckleby,  aged 
24,  has  a  wife  and  two  children.  Now  mind,  this  man  is  a  man  of  very  respect- 
able character ;  this  man  has  had  very  little  work  since  harvest.  About  three 
weeks  ago  his  wife  was  confined ;  and  owing  to  his  having  no  work,  she  was  ill 
provided  for  such  an  occasion.  When  she  was  confined  she  had  onlv  a  small 
portion  of  bread.  After  having  been  confined  about  a  week,  she  had  no  fire,  no 
food ;  in  fact,  she  had  not  any  thing.  In  this  distressing  situation  her  husband 
applied  to  the  relieving  ofiicer.  This  was  on  Thursday,  and  the  answer  he 
received  was,  he  could  not  do  any  thing  for  them  unless  the  husband  would  go 
to  the  workhouse,  to  which  he  consented ;  and  on  the  Monday  evening  following 
she  was  relieved  with  45.  6d.,  1  s.  Qd.  of  which  she  had  to  pay  for  rent,  leaving  her 
with  3*.  Now  this  woman  was  left  in  a  house  by  herself  (having  been  confined  a 
few  days)  with  two  children,  no  one  to  lift  a  hand  for  her,  and  the  husband  sent 
to  prison,  that  is  to  the  workhouse,  for  being  poor.  Now,  sirs,  what  do  you,  and 
what  do  the  people  of  the  north  think  of  a  law  which  can  inflict  such  unheard-of 
cruelty  on  a  poor  woman  at  this  inclement  season,  when  in  '  natures  sorrow."  I 
Tffill  not  say  any  thing  more  about  it,  for  I  fear  I  should  be  thought  violent." 

73S7.  The  first  case  you  have  read  is  the  case  of  James  Somerville,  aged  68, 
does  he  reside  in  the  parish  of  Westoning? — He  does. 

738S.  Have  you  seen  the  returns  made  by  the  parish  ofiicers  of  the  relief 
which  this  man  was  receiving? — I  have,  I  have  examined  them  this  morning. 

738(^.  Have  you  seen  that  this  man  is  put  down  in  those  parish  returns  as  being 
infirm? — I  have;  he  is  so  reported. 

7390.  Did  you  find  that  till  the  union  was  established  he  had  3  *.  a  week  ? — 
I  did. 

7391.  And  2s.  Gd.  afterwards  until  the  second  week  in  the  year  183G-7? — -.Yes. 

7392.  And  1*.  6d.  since  ? — Yes,  that  is  according  to  the  returns  which  have 
been  ordered  by  this  Committee. 

7393.  Is  that  the  .statement  that  you  received  from  this  poor  man,  or  those 
who  know  what  he  had  before  you  saw  the  returns  at  all? — It  is;  I  had  pub- 
lished the  statement,  and  I  found  this  morning,  on  looking  over  the  returns,  that 
they  had  given  me  a  correct  statement,  and  he  is  now  receiving  Is.  6d,  a  week. 

7394.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  circumstances  of  that  man,  and  any  thing 
you  wish  to  observe  upon  that  case? — I  found  him  an  old  man,  68  years  of  age  ; 
he  lives  in  a  house  belonging  to  the  parish,  and  he  has  \s.  Qd.  to  live  upon  ;  and 
how  he  lives  I  cannot  describe. 

7395.  His  relief  from  the  parish  has  been  reduced  from  3*.  to  1  s.  Qd.  since  the 
passing  of  the  new  law  ? — It  has. 

7396.  Chairman.']  This  man  is  entered  as  65  ;  on  the  7th  of  April  1836,  in  the 
list  of  pauper  applications  I  find  the  name  of  Somerville  receiving  '2s.  Qd.  a  week  ; 
I  find  that  he  lives  rent-free,  and  that  he  suffers  with  pain  in  his  feet ;  and  that 
his  application  was  to  retain  the  allowance,  and  that  the  order  is  that  he  should  be 
allowed  1  s.  Qd.  a  week  ;  do  you  know  whether  this  man  was  in  employment  at  the 
time  ? — I  do  not  consider  him  capable  of  doing  much  work. 

^79-  x^        B  3  7397.  Do 
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Mr.  James  Tiinier.       7397-  Do  vou  know  whether  he  was  in  employment  at  the  time  ? — I   do  not 

know  whether  he  was  at  that  time. 

4  April  1838.  730^-  Do  you  know  that  he  was  not  in  employment  at  that  time  ? — I  do  not. 

73()().  Do  vou   know   whether  he  was  earning  li .v.  a  week   at  that  time  ? — I 

do  not. 

7400.  If  he  were  earning  3  *.  a  week  at  the  time,  would  you  not  have  thought 
it  desirable  to  ascertain  that  fact,  and  .state  that  with  the  other  circumstances  of 
the  case? — At  the  time  I  wrote  my  letter  he  was  not  earning  auy  thing;  that  I 
am  confident  of. 

7401.  When  was  that? — January  1838. 

74(v^.  Here  is  an  entry  of  the  case  of  Somerville,  in  the  year  preceding  the 
formation  of  the  union,  in  which  it  appears  that  at  one  time  he  received  3s.,  at 
onetime  Is.,  at  one  time  2s.  6d.,  at  another  time  2.v.,  at  another  time  3  .y. ;  so 
that  the  relief  in  the  year  preceding  the  formation  of  the  union  appears  to  have 
varied  considerably  ? — In  my  letter,  I  stated  that  he  had  2*.  6d.  before  the  union 
was  formed,   in  which  I  am  borne  out  by  the  returns. 

7403.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  man  is  now  receiving  wages  for  work,  do 
you  ? — He  was  out  of  work  when  I  wrote  this,  and  I  believe  he  is  out  of  work 
now. 

7404.  Did  you  ascertain  from  him  whether  he  had  been  in  work  during  the 
preceding  year  ? — He  had  very  little  work  ;  the  statement  which  he  made  to  me 
was,  "  I  am  allowed  to  get  a  shilling  a  week,  if  I  can,  but  I  cannot  earn  any 
thing  ;  I  can  get  nothing  to  do." 

7405.  Was  he  earning  3  J,  a  week  ?— Not  at  the  time  to  which  I  allude  ;  he 
might  liave  been  earning  that  some  years  before. 

7406.  During  the  year  preceding  January  1838,  did  you  not  hear  that  he  had 
earned  3*.  a  week  ? — No  ;  his  answer  was,  "  I  am  allowed  to  do  a  job,  if  I  can 
get  a  job  to  do,  but  I  cannot." 

7407.  You  say  allow  ;  who  is  to  prevent  him,  if  he  can  get  work,  from  doing 
it  ? — The  board  of  guardians  refuses  to  allow  a  man  to  earn  any  thing,  who  re- 
ceives 2.V.  G(L  a  week  ;  they  are  not  allowed  to  do  a  job  ;  if  they  do,  they  are 
threatened  to  have  their  pay  taken  off. 

7408.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  board  of  guardians  tell  the  people,  that  if 
they  earn  any  thing  their  pay  will  be  taken  off? — I  mean  to  say  that  people  have 
frequently  told  me  so. 

7409.  At  this  time  the  man  was  receiving  only  1*.  6(/.  a  week? — He  was 
receivino-  1  .$.  6d.;  they  would  not  be  so  strict,  therefore,  with  him,  as  if  he  had 
2.f.  6d.. ;  and  that  was  what  the  man  said  he  was  allowed  to  do. 

7410.  Did  that  man  tell  you  that  he  had  made  any  application  to  the  board  ? 

He  said,  as  other  people  did,  they  durst  not  make  application  for  fear  what  they 

bad  should  be  stopped;  that  is  the  general  impression. 

7411.  In  this  particular  case  of  Somerville,  he  received  1*.  6d.  a  week  from 
the  parish,  and  he  described  himself  to  be  in  great  distress;  you  having  pub- 
lished the  case  to  the  world  as  a  case  of  great  distress,  I  ask  you  whether  you 
did  ever  ask  him  w  hether  he  ever  applied  to  the  board  for  additional  assistance  ? 

—I  did. 

7412.  What  was  his  answer  to  you? — His  statement  was,  that  he  durst  not 
apply  for  fear  his  \s.  6d.  should  be  taken  off  too. 

7413.  Did  he  state  any  reason  for  making  that  declaration? — That  he  was 
afraid  ;  the  1 ,«.  being  taken  away,  had  produced  a  fear  on  his  mind  that  that  power 
which  had  taken  1 .«.  might  take  the  1.?.  6d. 

7414.  Do  you  mean  that  if  a  man  is  incapable  of  work,  he  is  deterred  from 
making  application  to  the  board,  from  an  apprehension  of  the  relief  which  he 
receives  being  taken  off? — That  is  the  apprehension  in  his  own  mind;  he  does 
not  make  application  for  fear  it  should  be  taken  off. 

741.5.  Can  you  produce  one  instance  in  which  a  man  of  the  age  you  described, 
by  illness  incapacitated  from  working,  has  had  his  relief  diminished  or  taken 
away  by  the  board  ? — No. 

7416.  Can  you  state  any  thing  to  justify  this  impression?— The  1-act  of  his 
having  1  s.  6d.  now,  when  he  used  to  have  2  *.  6d.,  left  an  impression  upon  his 
mind  that  he  had  better  have  Is.  6d.  than  have  less. 

7417.  The  man  is  three  years  older  than  he  was  when  the  pay  was  reduced 
from  2  5.  Gd.  to  Is.  6d.  ?— Yes. 

7418.  His  infirmities  have  increased? — Yes. 

7419.  He 
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7410.  He  is  more  incapable  of  supporting  himself  than  he  was  then  r — Yes.  Mr.  .lumen  Turner. 

7420.  He  is  in  a  state  of  great  infirmity  and  weakness? — Yes.  

7421.  Have  you  any  facts  which  justify  you  in  saying  that  if  a  man,  with  the        +  April  iS?.i. 
infirmity  which  belongs  to  this  man,  and  of  his  age,  had  applied  to  the  board  they 

would  have  refused  him  assistance  ? — I  have  no  facts  before  me  which  justify  that, 
but  I  stated  that  as  the  impression  upon  his  mind. 

7422.  You  have  no  facts  justifying  your  own  impression  upon  the  subject,  or 
justifying  his  ap|)rehension  ? — I  have  not. 

7423.  Mr.  Fielclen.]  You  have  given  this  statement  to  the  public  as  a  fact,  and 
the  tact  which  is  detailed  in  your  statement  is,  that  he  had  his  allowance  from 
the  parish  reduced  from  2*.  C)d.  to  Is.Gd.  a  week? — He  had. 

7424.  And  in  that  statement  there  is  this  observation,  "  This  old  man  is  very 
kindly  dealt  with  ;"  you  did  not  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  this  was  one  of  the 
harshest  cases  which  you  could  bring  before  the  public? — No;  what  I  meant 
by  being  kindly  dealt  with  was,  that  if  he  earned  a  shilling  they  would  not  stop 
his  pay. 

7425.  You  say,  "  He  may  work  and  earn  a  shilling  if  he  can,  then  if  he  does 
not  like  it  he  may  go  to  prison  ;  that  is  to  the  great  house  :"' — That  is  the  state- 
ment. 

742G.  That  is  the  statement  you  made  in  public  print,  and  that  statement  is 
confirmed  as  to  the  fact  of  his  relief  having  been  reduced,  not  from  2a\  6  J.,  but 
from  3  5.  to  1  a:  Gd.  since  the  formation  of  the  union  ? — He  had  not  Ss.  when  the 
union  was  formed,  but  he  had  previous  to  the  union  ;  but  it  was  brought  to  2  s.  6  d. 
and  then  to  1  a:  G  d. 

7427.  You  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  the  statement  of  this  man,  but  you  find 
it  confirmed  by  the  parish  returns? — Yes. 

7428.  In  the  parish  returns  the  man  is  put  down  as  being  infirm,  in  their  books? 
— He  is. 

7429.  Being  infirm,  do  you  think  he  is  capable  of  supporting  himself  in  the 
way  that  old  men,  like  him,  ought  to  live,  by  having  \  s.  G  d.  only  from  the 
parish  ? — I  think  not ;   I  think  it  is  a  hard  case. 

7430.  Have  you  heard  any  thing  disreputable  to  the  character  of  this  man  ? — 
I  have  not. 

7431.  Mr.  Baines.']  When  the  sum  was  reduced  from  3*.,  or  from  2*.  Gd.  to 
1*.  Gd.,  did  you  ask  the  man  whether  he  was  in  work  or  not  ? — I  did  not. 

7432.  Then,  if  you  find  that  he  was  in  work,  and  that  he  was  earning  3s.  a 
week,  you  would  not  be  surprised  that  the  allowance  should  be  reduced  from 
2^.  Gd.  to  1  .s.  Gd.} — I  should  not  have  been  surprised  at  that,  but  I  should  be 
surprised  at  the  reduction  continuing  when  the  man  was  not  earning  any  thing. 

7433.  Had  he,  in  addition  to  \s.Gd.,  any  other  income  when  tlie  reduction 
took  place  from  2  ,v.  o  d.  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7434.  Do  not  you  think,  in  ascertaining  the  fact  that  there  had  been  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  allowance  from  the  parish,  it  would  have  been  desirable  to  have  ascer- 
tained whetlier  he  had  any  other  income  or  not  ? — I  could  not  imagine  that  he 
could  have  much  for  an  income,  he  being  lame  and  not  capable  of  doing  much 
work,  and  knowing  that  so  many  able-bodied  M'ere  out  of  work. 

743.5.   C/i(tin/ia/i.]  Did  you  ask  him  the  question? — I  did  not. 

7436.  Did  you  take  any  pains  to  ascertain  the  fact  whether  he  was  in  employ- 
ment, and  at  what  wages,  by  inquiring  of  him  or  any  other  person  ? —  I  did  ;  the 
answer  he  gave  me  was,  "  If  I  can  cam  a  shilling  a  week,  1  am  allowed  to  do  it, 
but  I  cannot  get  it." 

7437.  Mr.  Bai/tes.]  At  the  time  when  that  reduction  took  place  in  his  allow- 
ance, had  he  any  other  income  ? — I  am  not  aware  whether  he  had  or  not. 

74  58.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  that  that  fact  should 
have  been  ascertained  ? — I  took  it  for  granted  that  he  had  no  other  income  but 
the  I  A".  6  d.,  from  the  stateuK'nt  which  he  made — "  I  am  not  able  to  do  any 
work."  Whether  he  was  getting  3  s.  a  week  or  not,  I  never  knew  ;  I  never  knew 
it  till  t  heard  it  here  ;  it  may  be  true. 

743p.  If  it  M'as  true,  a  great  deal  of  what  you  consider  the  hardship  of  the 
case  would  be  removed  .-' — If  it  was  true,  and  it  was  a  continuation  of  3a-.  a  week 
in  addition  to  1*.  G  d.,  I  should  never  have  published  it;  but  1  do  not  believe 
that  he  was  constantly  in  the  receipt  of  3. v.  a  week. 

7440.  But  you  say  you  did  not  inquire  into  it,  your  object  being  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  truth;  ought  you  not  to  have  ascertained  whether  he  had  anything 
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Wr.  Javici  Turner,  in  addition  to  his  parish  allowance? — As  I  stated  before,  I  am  not  aware  that  he 

had  3  s.  a  \vci'k ;  and  when  I  asked  him  how  it  was  that  he  was  reduced,  and 

4  April  1838.       what  account  he  could  give  of  the  reduction  having  taken  place,  the  answer  was, 
"  I  might  do  a  day's  vvork,  if  I  could  get  one  to  do." 

7441 .  You  do  not  know  whether  he  had  3  s.  b.  week  or  not  ? — My  impression  is 
that  he  did  not  have  it  constantly. 

7442.  That  is  impression,  not  fact? — I  have  not  fact  to  go  upon. 

7443.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  in  the  employment  of  a  farmer  of  the  name 
of  Parker? — I  do  not. 

7444.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  was  an  inquiry  that  ought  to  have  been 
made  ? — I  know  that  he  was  not  at  the  time  I  wrote  that  letter. 

744.'5.  After  he  was  reduced  from  2s.  6d.  to  l.y.  6d.  a  week,  do  you  know 
that  he  ever  made  a  further  application  to  the  parish  officer  for  relief? — I  do  not 
believe  he  did. 

744O.  And  you  state  as  the  reason  for  that,  that  he  had  an  apprehension  that 
the  l.v.  G(L  might  probably  itself  be  taken  off,  if  he  did? — That  was  his  appre- 
hension. 

7447.  That  does  not  appear  to  be  an  apprehension  founded  upon  any  fact  that 
you  have  deduced? — The  reason  why  he  apprehended  that  was;  I  do  not  mean 
that  I  believe  it  would  have  been  done,  I  do  not  believe  that ;  but  the  reason  why 
he  was  afraid  of  its  being  done  was,  because  they  had  taken  oft'  1  s. 

7445.  Chainna?!.]  You  do  not  believe,  yourself,  that  it  would  have  been  done? 
— 1  do  not ;  but  he  believed  so  himself,  and  he  was  frightened. 

7441).  Mr.  Bai/ies.']  Suppose  at  the  time  when  tlie  reduction  took  place  this  man 
had  an  income  of  4*.  6d.  a  week,  35.  from  one  source  and  Is.  6d.  from  another 
source,  and  he  never  subsequently  applied  to  the  parish  oflicer  to  represent  any 
alteration  in  his  state ;  how  were  the  parish  officers  to  know  that  his  state  did  not 
continue  as  it  was  at  that  time  ? — They  could  soon  have  known,  if  they  had  ascer- 
tained whether  he  was  in  employment  or  not. 

74.50.  The  parish  officers  do  not  go  round  to  know  whether  a  man  is  in  employ- 
ment or  not ;  if  a  man  is  in  distress,  he  applies  to  the  parish  officer  and  makes  a 
representation  of  his  case;  if  he  did  not  do  that,  was  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
parish  officers  would  make  an  application  to  him,  and  ask  him  whether  he  was 
in  the  same  situation  as  he  was  before  or  not? — I  do  not  think  they  would. 

7451.  Was  there  any  fault  in  the  parish  officer  at  all  in  not  making  this  dis- 
covery, supposinc  any  alteration  to  have  taken  place  in  his  circumstances  ? — What 
I  complained  of  was,  that  they  had  reduced  this  old  man  at  this  age  from  2s.  6d. 
to  Is.  6d. 

7452.  You  say,  if  he  had  earned  3s.  a  week  at  the  time,  it  would  have  been  a 
justification  to  the  board  of  guardians  to  reduce  the  amount  from  2s.  6d.  to  1  s.  6d.? 
— If  the  board  of  guardians  reduces  the  pay  from  2s.  6d.  to  1*.  6d.  because  a 
man  is  earning  3.9.  for  two  or  three  weeks,  there  is  no  justification  why  they  should 
continue  this  reduction  if  the  man  was  not  in  constant  work. 

7453.  Have  you  any  evidence  that  it  was  only  for  two  or  three  weeks  that  he 
had  work  ;  miiiht  it  not  have  been  for  two  or  three  months  ? — I  have  no  evidence 
to  the  fact  whether  it  was  or  was  not. 

7454.  From  that  period  up  to  the  period  that  you  made  the  investigation,  had 
this  man  ever  applied  to  the  board  of  guardians  or  to  the  relieving  officer,  stating 
that  his  circumstances  were  altered,  and  that  he  required  further  relief  ?— I  stated 
betbre  that  I  believed  he  had  not  made  any  subsequent  application. 

7455.  Mr.  Fielden.]  This  was  an  aged  man  at  the  time  the  union  was  formed, 
and  you  found  him  entered  on  the  parish  books  as  infirm  ;  have  you  seen  the 
man  ? — I  have. 

7456.  Do  you  think  that  he  is  almost  incapacitated  from  labour  to  any  extent  ? 
• — I  do  think  so  ;  he  is  called  infirm,  and  he  is  infirm. 

74.57.  If  he  had  occasional  employment,  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  it  is 
given  more  for  charity  than  for  the  value  of  the  labour  that  he  performs  ? — If  he 
has  any  work  it  is  merely  breaking  clots ;  I  do  not  think  him  capable  of  doing 
^^ork  more  than  that. 

74.58.  But  the  fact  which  you  wish  the  public  to  be  acquainted  with  is  this  ; 
that  this  man  had  2s.  6d.  before  the  passing  of  the  new  law,  (and,  in  fact,  35.), 
and  he  has  subsequently  been  reduced  to  1  s.  6d.  ? — It  is. 

-459.  And 
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7459.  And  you  leave  the  public  to  jud<^e  as  to  wliether  the  man's  capabilities  Mr.  Jaitm  Tm-per. 

have  increased  or  have  not  increased  ? — That  is  what  I  published  it  for,  that  the        ■ 

public  might  judge  of  the  case  itself.  4  April  1838. 

7460.  At  the  time  you  saw  this  man,  you  took  the  information  from  him  as  he 
gave  it  to  you  ? — I  did. 

7461.  He  told  you  at  that  time  that  he  was  out  of  work  ? — He  did ;  he  was 
out  of  work  at  the  time. 

740i.  And  being  confirmed  in  the  truth  of  his  observation,  from  the  fact  that 
the  pay  that  he  has  received  is  recorded  in  the  parish  books,  have  you  any  reason 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  man's  statement  that  he  was  out  of  work? — I  have  not. 

7463.  Another  case  which  you  have  is  the  case  of  Samuel  Bonner;  will  you 
state  his  case  to  the  Committee? — This  is  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  ;  Samuel 
Bonner  is  77  years  of  age ;  I  stated  that  before  the  new  Poor  Law  was  passed 
he  used  to  have  2s.  (id.  a  week  ;  it  was  afterwards  taken  off,  and  now  he  does 
not  receive  any  thing. 

7464.  Have  you  looked  at  the  returns  for  Westoning? — I  have. 

7465.  Do  you  find  that  he  stands  in  those  returns  as  an  infirm  man  ? — He  is 
called  infirm. 

7466.  Do  you  find  that  he  received  2s.  6^/.  till  the  union  was  formed,  and  for 
the  nine  first  weeks  after  the  union  was  formed,  the  same  sum  ? — He  did  for  several 
weeks  after  the  union  was  formed. 

7467.  Then  his  allowance  of  2s.  6d.  appears  to  be  discontinued,  from  those 
returns  ?— It  does. 

74(18.  The  42d  wTck  in  those  returns  you  find  that  he  has  '2s.  allowed  him 
again  ? — Yes. 

746().  This  was  continued  for  13  weeks  of  the  second  year  of  the  union,  and 
then  withdrawn  ? — Yes  ;  that  was  the  account  which  I  found  on  examining  the 
returns. 

7470.  Do  you  know  •\vhethcr  he  has  since  applied  for  relief,  and  been  refused  ? 
— His  statement  to  me  is,  that  he  applied  to  the  board,  and  they  told  him  that  if 
he  could  not  do,  he  might  go  into  the  house. 

7471.  Chairman.']  How  long  had  this  man  received  relief  from  the  parish  be- 
fore the  union  was  formed  ? — 1  am  not  aware. 

7472.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  relief  for 
some  years? — I  do  not. 

7473.  In  what  house  was  he  living? — In  a  house  for  which  he  states  that  he 
has  !*■.  2d.  a  week  to  pay  for  rent. 

7474.  Is  he  capable  of  doing  work? — All  the  work  that  he  does  is,  that  some 
of  the  fanners  allow  him  to  gather  stones  on  their  land,  and  he  gathers  stones,  and 
sells  them. 

7475.  What  can  he  earn  at  that  ? — Sometimes  he  gets  a  shilling,  and  sometimes 
he  cannot. 

7476.  And  he  pays  for  rent,  Is.  2d.} — If  you  will  allow  me,  I  will  state  the 
vest  of  the  family  that  lives  in  the  house;  he  has  a  daughter  40  years  of  age,  who 
is  a  cripple,  and  lame,  and  not  able  to  help  herself,  nor  is  she  able  to  go  across  the 
floor:  she  receives  2s.  a  week,  and  they  have  a  girl  living  with  them  about  13 
years  of  age,  to  whom  he  is  grandfather  ;  this  girl  cams  about  1  .v.  G</.  a  week,  by 
making  plait;  with  that  and  the  2s.  cllowed  by  the  parish,  which  makes  3s.  firf., 
and  he  now  and  then  makes  1  s.  by  gathering  stones  upon  the  farmers"  land,  they 
live;  they  have  Is.  2d.  I0  pay  for  rent;  and  his  statement  is,  "  I  sometimes  get 
Is.  by  gathering  stones,  and  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  not  even  that." 

7477.  Mr.  Bai?ies.]  That  would  be  4s.  3d.  for  three  persons? — Yes;  the  day 
I  was  in  his  house  he  was  paring  some  potatoes   for  their  dinner,  and   they  were 

just  like  paring  pieces  of  ice,  and  that  was  to  be  their  dinner;  it  shone  just  as 
ice  does  when  it  is  cut. 

7478.  Mr.  Ficldeii.]  The  family  consisted  of  the  old  man  and  the  daughter, 
who  was  incapable  of  doing  any  thing,  and  the  young  girl  who  plaited  straw? 
— Yes. 

7479.  Chainnau.]  If  those  facts  are  true,  if  the  man  is  paying  Is.  2 </.  a  week 
for  his  rent,  and  only  occasionally  earns  1  s.  a  week,  and  receives  no  relief,  and 
his  daughter  is  incapable  of  maintaining  him,  how  do  you  imagine  that  the  man 
continues  to  live  and  pay  his  rent? — That  I  cannot  tell;  but  he  pays  his  rent, 
whether  he  has  any  bread  or  not. 
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Mr.  Jnmes  Turner.       7480.  You  suppose  that  lic  pays  his  rent,  whether  he  has  any  bread  or  not,  and 

his  earnings  are  what  you  describe  them  ;  how  then  do  you  account  for  his  living? 

4  April,  1838.       — I  cannot  tell  how  he  lives  ;  he  cannot  tell  me  himself. 

748 1 .  That  being  upon  the  face  of  it  an  incredible  statement,  do  you  not  sup- 
pose that  there  is  some  mistake  in  itr — I  have  stated  it  to  various  individuals;  I 
did  not  take  this  statement,  before  I  published  it,  on  his  own  account  only;  I  asked 
several  individuals,  and  they  stated  what  they  saw ;  they  all  confirmed  it,  and  that 
how  he  lived  they  could  not  tell. 

7482.  Among  the  inquiries  you  made,  did  you  inquire  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
or  of  the  relieving  officer,  or  of  the  clerk  of  the  union,  or  any  body  who  could 
give  you  information  upon  the  subject,  as  to  what  were  the  reasons  why  the  board 
had  discontinued  relief? — I  am  not  aware  that  I  did  in  that  case;  I  sometimes 
did  ask  the  clerk,  when  I  met  him,  respecting  extreme  cases;  but  I  do  not 
remember  that  I  did  in  that  case. 

7483.  But,  being  puzzled  by  statements  apparently  contradictory  you  did  not 
take  any  steps  to  ascertain  what  were  the  reasons  that  induced  the  board 
to  discontinue  relief? — I  am  not  sure  that  I  did. 

7484.  The  man  had  been  receiving  2^-.  Qd.  a  week  from  the  board? — That  is 
my  statement. 

7485.  He  had  received  that  for  a  considerable  time  ? — Yes. 

74S6.  Did  you  ever  hear  this  reason  assigned  for  the  relief  being  discontinued, 
"  that  at  the  time  he  was  receiving  2s.  Gd.  from  the  board,  and  during  the  whole 
sunnner  that  he  had  received  that  relief,  he  having  stated  that  he  Avas  out  of 
work,  he  had  been  working  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  earning  regularly  9*.  a 
•week"? — I  never  did  hear  that. 

7487.  If  that  statement  should  be  true,  would  not  that  materially  alter  the 
circumstances  of  this  case? — If  that  were  true,  it  would  naturally  make  the 
board  of  guai'dians  more  inquisitive  about  giving  him  relief. 

7488.  Would  it  not  lead  the  board  of  guardians  to  be  extremely  cautious  in 
giving  relief  to  a  man  who  had  deceived  them  in  this  manner  ? — It  certainly 
would  ;  I  was  not  aware  of  it ;  I  took  the  case  as  I  found  it,  and  I  have  ex- 
amined the  returns,  and  found  it  to  be  correct  as  to  the  amount  of  relief. 

7489.  Mr.  Hodges.']  Did  you  ask  whether  he  was  then  in  employment  under 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  ? — He  was  not  in  employment  at  that  time. 

7400.  Have  you  never  heard  of  his  being  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  employ- 
ment ? — No  ;  it  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  it. 

7491.  At  the  time  that  he  stated  that  the  relief  was  discontinued,  did  he  state 
to  you  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  being  employed  by  anybody?  —  He  did  not 
state  what  was  the  reason  of  its  being  discontinued  ;  but  that  before  the  new  law 
was  passed  he  had  the  money,  and  subsequently  it  was  taken  from  him. 

74()2.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  had  not  been  employed  since  the  new  law? — I 
asked  him  how  he  contrived  to  live,  and  he  said  he  earned  now  and  then  a 
shilling  a  week  by  selling-  stones. 

7493.  He  stated  that  that  was  all  the  employment  he  had  ? — Yes, 

7494.  Mr.  Baltics.]  Would  you  not  think  that  it  was  a  merit  in  the  new  law, 
if  the  man,  having  had  9  s.  n  week  for  a  length  of  time,  and  having  suppressed 
the  information  of  his  having  had  the  ds.  a  week,  the  vigilance  of  the  parish 
oflicers,  under  the  new  Poor  Law,  had  discovered  and  put  an  end  to  that  impo- 
sition ? — There  could  not  be  much  merit  in  it,  because,  under  the  old  system, 
the  parish  officers  would  have  known  whether  he  was  working  or  not ;  they 
\\ould  have  known  if  it  had  occurred,  when  they  had  the  management  of  their 
own  affairs. 

749.5.  But  you  do  not  suppose  that  if  the  parish  oflBcers  had  known  that  he 
was  receiving  9*.  a  week,  they  would  have  allowed  him  2s.  Gd.r — I  am 
speaking  now  of  the  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Westoning. 

74(16.  Do  you  mean  that  the  overseers,  under  those  circumstances,  if  they  had 
known  that  he  was  earning  9*.  a  week,  would  have  given  him  2s.  6d.} — I 
should  think  they  would  not,  if  he  had  been  continuing  for  a  long  time  to 
receive  it. 

7497.  Mr,  Fiddcn.]  It  appears  from  the  returns,  that  this  infirm  man  had 
2s.  6d.  till  the  union,  and  for  nine  of  the  first  weeks  after  the  union  was 
formed  ;  at  the  end  of  those  nine  weeks  the  2s.  6d.  was  discontinued,  as  appears 
from  the  parish  relief  books ;  but  at  the  42d  week  in  the  same  year,  2*.  is  again 
given  him  by  the  union,  and  continued  for  13  weeks  of  the  second  year;  so 
that  if  this  man  has  been  practising  a  deception  in  that  time,  have  not  the 


guardians 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.     (1838.)  19 

guardians  been  equally  as  negligent  as  the  overseers  that  preceded  the  guardians  Mr.  James  Tumer. 

were  ? — Yes ;  he  was  for  so  many  weeks  receiving  money,  and  then  employ,  and 

received  it  again.  "'  4  April  1838. 

74()8.  Did  this  old  man  tell  you  that  since  the  2s.  had  been  discontinued,  he 
had  applied  for  relief  but  been  refused  ?— He  did. 

7499.  Was  the  answer  given  to  him,  according  to  his  own  account,  that  he 
miffht  20  into  the  house,  which  he  dreaded? — That  is  the  statement  which  he 
made  to  me. 

7500.  Could  the  man  be  ignorant  of  his  application  for  relief;  and  if  such 
application  was  made  have  not  you  reason  to  think  that  application  must  be 
recorded  in  the  books  of  tlie  union  ? — I  should  think  so. 

7501.  Mr.  Babies.^  The  man  for  a  number  of  weeks  did  not  receive  any  relief 
at  all  from  tlic  parish  ? — According  to  tlie  returns,  he  was. 

7502.  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  the  relief  was  entirely  stopped  ? — I 
do  not. 

7503.  Then,  for  a  number  of  weeks,  he  did  receive  relief;  do  you  know  why 
he  received  relief  again  r — I  do  not. 

7,504.  Cliuirmati.]  Samuel  Bonner  seems  to  have  applied  for  relief  on  the  10th 
week  of  the  quarter  ending  the  24th  December  1837,  and  he  was  then  offered 
the  workhouse  ? — That  was  the  statement  he  made  to  me. 

750.5.  But  if  it  had  appeared  before  that  this  man  had  practised  an  imposition 
upon  the  board  of  guardians  for  a  considerable  time,  and  had  been  receiving  for 
some  time  '2s.  Gd.  a  week,  stating  himself  to  be  out  of  employment,  and  the 
board  of  guardians  had  discovered  that  during  the  period  he  was  receiving  the 
2*.  6d.,  stating  himself  to  be  out  of  employment,  he  was  employed  at  9*.  a  week 
"wages,  would  not  that  have  been  a  reason  with  the  board  of  guardians  to  refuse 
such  a  man  out-door  relief? — Certainly  ;  supposing  that  to  be  true. 

7.506.  Mr.  Fidden.']  You  did  make  inquiry  on  the  spot  among  the  neighbours 
of  this  man  ;  and  has  the  account  which  you  have  received  from  the  man  himself, 
been  corroborated  to  a  considerable  extent? — It  has,  by  various  individuals  whom 

1  have  asked. 

7.507.  Do  you  think  that  he  could  have  practised  such  a  deception  as  has  been 
alluded  to  in  the  questions  which  have  been  put,  without  some  of  the  neighbours 
knowing  it? — It  looks  to  me  extremely  curious  that  I  should  have  made  the 
inquiries  which  I  did,  and  never  discover  that. 

7508.  Did  you  in  your  visits,  see  a  person  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Bunker, 
whom  you  have  given  a  statement  of  in  your  letter  ? — I  published  an  account  of 
Thomas  Bunker's  case. 

7509.  You  state  his  age  to  be  70  ;  will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  you 
have  heard  of  Thomas  Bunker? — I  find  in  the  returns,  that  Thomas  Bunker  is 
entered  as  infirm,  of  the  parish  of  Westoning ;  this  man  used  to  have  2s.  a  week 
from  the  parish,  but  since  the  new  law  was  passed  he  had  nothing.  He  applied 
to  the  board,  but  all  they  say  to  him  is,  "  You  may  go  to  the  house;"  this  man  is 
not  a  very  able  man  to  work  at  70  years  of  age,  if  he  had  w  ork  to  do. 

7510.  Do  you  find  in  the  returns  before  the  union,  that  this  man  is  stated  to 
have  received  4^.  a  week  ? — 1  do  ;     I  find  that,  on  examining  the  returns. 

7511.  Do  you  find  in  the  same  returns,  that  he  has  2*.  8  J.,  4ts.,  3s.  Ad.,  Gd., 
Is.,  Is.  Gd.,  2s.  Gd.,  Is.,  2s.,  3s.,  3s.,  2s.,  2s.  Gd.,  Is.  Gd.,  3s.,  in  all  Gl.  4s.  6d. 
in  tlie  year  preceding  the  union  ? — That  is  what  I  find  in  the  returns. 

751.2.  Then  do  you  further  find  that  ISs.  was  paid  to  him  at  different  periods 
after  the  union,  and  then  partially  discontinued  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  what  1  find  in  the 
returns. 

751.3.  And  2  s.  a  week  for  four  weeks  ? — Yes. 

7514.  Then,  discontinued  for  four  weeks;  4jr.  6rf.  in  two  weeks  ;  discontinued 
three  weeks;  one  week  I*.  ;  one  week  2.*;.  3d. ;  one  week  3s.  4i(/.  ;  one  week 

2  A".  3  d.  making  7  s.  6  d.  for  three  weeks  ;  then  discontinued  ? — That  is  correct. 

7515.  Two  weeks  2*.  Gd.  for  each  week,  making  a  total  of  2/.  0  s.  -id.  ? — Yes, 
that  is  what  I  find. 

7.5 it).  In  the  45th  week  of  the  parochial  year  1835,  this  relief  was  withdrawn, 
and  ho  has  had  nothing  since  ? — That  is  correct,  according  to  the  statement  which 
I  have  published,  and  when  I  referred  to  the  returns  I  found  that  I  was  borne 
out  by  them. 

7517.  Did  you  find,  upon  inquiry,  that  this  man  bore  an  excellent  character ; 
that  he  worked  25  years  at  one  place,  for  one  master? — I  did. 

•279.  c  2  7518.  Do 
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Mr.  ./fl(MC4  Turner.       7.51 8.  Do  you  know  whether  tins  man  made  any  application    to  the  relieving 

• officer,  or  to  the  hoard  of  <j:uardians,  for  relief,  after  it  had  been  discontinued? — 

4  April  i3:33.       i\q  states  that  lie  did,  and  that  he  was  offered  the  workhouse. 

7.519.  Chairman.]  This  man  is  70  years  of  age;  is  he  paying  rent? — He  is 
living  with  his  son  ;  his  son  has  a  large  family  of  seven  or  eight  children  ;  and 
his  son  lets  him  live  with  him,  without  paying  any  rent. 

7520.  What  is  his  son? — A  labourer,  earning  the  ordinary  wages  of  'J  v.  a 
week. 

7)2 1.  The  son  has  a  larire  family,  and  is  incapable  of  assisting  him,  from  the 
size  of  his  family  ? — Exactly. 

7.5-22.  Has  he  any  other  relations  capable  of  a.ssisting  him  ? — I  am  not  aware 
that  he  has. 

7523.  Did  the  man  explain  to  you,  in  any  way,  the  reasons  why  his  relief  was 
discontinued  ? — ^He  did  not ;  he  attributed  it  to  the  new  law  being  passed. 

7524.  Did  he  state  to  you  any  reasons,  by  which  the  board  of  guardians  could 
have  been  governed  in  refusing  relief? — He  did  not ;  I  asked  him  "  Why  was  this 
relief  stopped?"  he  said,  "They  considered  that  I  could  get  work;  and  I  must 
work  and  help  myself.' 

7525.  You  are  aware  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  provisions  of  the  law,  or  the 
rules  of  the  Commissioners,  which  would  have  precluded  tlie  board  of  guardians 
from  giving  relief  to  this  man,  if  they  had  thought  proper? — If  they  had  thought 
proper,  they  could  have  done  it. 

7.526.  Tlien  we  must  presume  tliat  there  was  some  reason  in  the  discretion  of 
the  board  of  guardians,  inducing  them  to  refuse  him  out-door  relief? — Cer- 
tainly. 

7527.  You  do  not  know  what  that  reason  was  ? — I  do  not. 

7,528.  Bunker  appears  to  have  applied  in  the  12th  week  of  the  quarter  ending 
the  24-th  of  December  1836,  and  he  was  offered  the  workhouse  ;  his  age  is  entered 
(!8  in  the  year  1830  ;  what  has  the  man  been  doing  for  the  last  year  and  a  quarter, 
since  the  relief  was  refused  him  out  of  the  workhouse? — He  gets  a  day's  work 
when  he  can,  but  he  cannot  do  much ;  he  is  not  a  stout  man,  but  he  is  not  so 
feeble  as  the  other  man  that  I  named,  but  he  is  not  able  to  do  much  work  ;  he 
lives  with  his  son,  and  gets  a  living  with  him. 

7529.  Did  he  tell  you  what  he  earned? — No  ;  one  gentleman  is  very  kind  to 
him,  "  And  if  it  was  not  for  him,"  he  said,  "  I  should  starve  to  death."  He  goes 
over  to  him  now  and  then. 

7530.  Who  is  that  gentleman? — Mr.  Whitehur.st. 

7531.  The  clergyman  living  in  Ampthill  ? — Yes. 

7,532.  Do  you  know  what  the  man  is  in  the  habit  of  earning  at  Mr.  White- 
hurst's  ? — One  shilling  a  day  when  he  does  go  there. 

7533.  That  would  be  6*.  a  week? — But  he  is  there  only  now  and  then. 

7.534.  Is  he  there  half  his  time  ? — I  asked  him  that  question,  if  he  was  there 
half  his  time,  and  he  said,  "  No." 

7.535.  Do  you  suppose  him  to  earn  from  2s.  to  3*.  every  week? — I  suppose 
that  he  would  get  about  that ;  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  at  the  exact  facts,  but  I 
endeavoured  to  see  how  much  he  could  earn,  and  he  said,  "  I  go  two  or  three  days 
u  week  to  Mr.  A\'hitehurst's,  and  if  it  was  not  for  him  I  should  starve."' 

7.-,36.  Suppose  him  to  earn  2  s.  6d.  a  week,  living,  as  he  does,  rent-free  with 
his  son,  would  he  require  out-door  relief  ? — But  this  is,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
given  to  him  on  account  of  his  good  character,  more  from  charity  than  from  any 
thing  else. 

7537.  But,  supposing  that  this  man  was  earning  from  2*.  to  3s.  a  week  with 
this  gentleman,  whatever  might  be  the  reasons  which  induced  this  gentleman  to 
give  him  employment,  do  you  think  the  board  of  guardians  would  be  justified  in 
crdering  relief  for  a  man  under  those  circumstances? — I  think  they  ought  to  give 
him  a  trifle;  it  is  a  small  allowance  for  a  man  to  live  upon. 

7.538.  You  think  that  a  small  allowance  for  a  man  living  rent-free,  and  living  in 
his  son's  family  ? — It  is  not  too  much. 

7539.  Mr.  Fie/clc/i.']  This  man  did  complain  to  you  of  the  har.sh  treatment  he 
had  received  when  he  had  applied  for  parish  relief? — He  did. 

7540.  You  state  that  he  had  worked  25  years  in  one  place,  was  a  man  of  good 
character,  and  was  70  years  of  age  ? — That  was  so. 

7541.   Do 
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7.141.  Do  you  think  that  the  man  would  have  made  an  application  at  all  to  the  ;\ir.  James  Turner. 

parish  if  he  had  not  been  in  di.stress  ? — I  am  sure  he  would  not;   I  think  so,  how-        

ever.  4  Ajiil  1838. 

7542.  Docs  not  the  fact  which  is  admitted  and  proved,  that  he  had  made 
application  to  the  parish  and  was  refused  relief,  confirm  you  in  the  opinion  that 
this  man  has  been  unkindly  treated  under  the  new  Poor  Law  r — It  does  con- 
firm it. 

7543.  You  have  met  with  a  case  of  Susan  Deacon,  wliose  circumstances  you 
have  published  in  this  letter? — I  have. 

7544.  What  you  have  detailed  in  this  letter  is  the  statement  you  received  from 
her  as  to  her  case? — It  is. 

7545.  Will  you  state  what  the  facts  are  ;  she  resides  in  the  parish  of  Flit- 
wick  ?— Susan  Deacon  is  a  widow,  aged  49  years;  she  has  five  children;  the 
oldest  is  18,  and  the  youngest  eight  years;  when  the  new  law  was  passed,  this 
widow  had  Is.  a  week,  and  then  it  was  reduced  to  5*.  Gd.,  and  then  she  applied 
to  have  her  1a-.  Qd.  restored  to  her  again,  and  the  chairman  told  her  she  ought  to 
be  ashamed  of  herself;  and  then  they  made  another  reduction  down  to  4*.  3(/. ; 
it  was  afterwards  reduced  to  nothing ;  it  was  all  taken  oflT,  and  she  might  go 
down  to  Derby,  if  she  liked,  to  the  factories ;  if  she  would  not  go  there,  she 
must  have  no  relief,  and  none  has  she  had  since. 

7546.  Mr.  Baincs.^  Do  yon  know  tlie  earnings  of  her  children? — About  Qs.  a 
week  ;  the  children  are  plaiting  straw. 

7547.  Chairman.']  What  are  her  own  earnings? — There  is  no  account  of  her 
own  earnings. 

7548.  Is  she  capable  of  plaiting  straw? — I  think  not. 

7549.  Why  not? — t  am  not  aware  that  she  could  plait. 

7550.  Had  she  the  use  of  her  hands  ? — -Yes. 

7551.  If  she  could  not  plait,  she  might  do  some  other  sort  of  work  ? — Yes. 
75512.   Did  you  ask  her  what  her  earnings  were  ? — Her  answer  was,  "  We  can 

make  6  s.  bv  plaiting  straw   when  the  straws  are  all  paid  for ;"  the  oldest  of  her 
children  was  out  of  work  at  the  time  I  published  this  statement, 

7553.  Mr.  Fieldcii.]  Do  you  find,  in  the  returns  of  the  relief  afforded  to  this 
woman,  that  she  had  received  7 s.  a.  week  for  10  weeks  before  the  union? — That 
is  what  I  find  in  the  returns. 

7554.  She  then  had  5  s.  for  two  weeks,  y  s.  for  three  weeks,  12s.;  one  week; 
75.,  27  weeks  ;  7^.,  nine  weeks  ;  that  brings  you  up  to  the  end  of  the  old  law? — 
Yes,  that  is  what  I  found  in  the  returns  when  I  examined  them. 

7555.  The  first  eiglit  weeks  of  the  union  this  woman  had  4*.  Sd. ;  4*.  9d.  the 
next  nine  weeks;  4*.  6d.  the  next  thirteen  weeks;  4 .y., 'seven  weeks;  3*.,  six 
weeks,  to  the  end  of  the  year  ;  3  s.,  two  weeks ;  and  2  s.  one  week,  the  year  after? 
— That  is  what  I  find. 

7556.  In  1837,  in  the  eleventh  week,  this  woman  had  8*.? — That  was 
at  the  time  when  they  had  the  small-pox  in  the  house;  they  were  afflicted  with 
the  small-pox  for  about  a  month  or  five  weeks,  and  some  relief  was  allowed  them 
then. 

7557.  The  next  week  she  had  10  s.  ;  and  the  next  week,  31  s. ;  then  two  weeks, 
10*. ;  one  week,  6s. ;  four  weeks,  2*.,  and  then  your  statement  is,  that  the  work- 
house was  oflered  ? — -The  return  states  that  the  workhouse  was  offered  to  her. 

755S.  Do  you  know  that  this  widow  woman  made  application  for  relief  to  the 
relieving  officer  or  to  the  guardians  ? — -Yes,  and  it  was  relused,  and  she  was  to  go 
to  the  workhouse  ;  I  am  not  aware  that  she  made  any  subsequent  application  at  that 
time  ;  she  states  that  she  will  not  go  into  the  workhouse  under  any  circumstances, 
if  slie  could  get  one  piece  of  bread  and  one  bit  of  potato  once  a  day. 

7559.  During  the  time  that  she  received  this  large  amount  of  relief  tor  the  tln-ee 
weeks,  the  nurse,  it  appears,  from  the  same  returns,  had  '3s  a  week  out  of  it  tor 
seven  weeks  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  the  31  s.  is  for. 

7560.  What  objections  did  you  hear  from  this  woman  ;  or  did  you  hear  any 
objections  urged  by  this  woman  against  removing  into  the  manufacturino-  dis- 
tricts ? — She  stated  that  she  had  done  nothing  amiss,  and  that  she  did  not  wish 
to  be  transported  ;  she  would  rather  stay  in  her  own  countrj'. 

75(11.  Did  you  see  her  children? — I  did. 

7502.  Are  they  such  as  would  be  likely  to  obtain  employment  in  the  manu- 
facturing districts  at  higher  wages  than  they  received  when  they  work  in  Bed- 
-'79-  c  3  fordshire 
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Mi:  Jamei-  Turner,  fordshire  ? — The  voungest  would  not  be  employed  in  the  factories  for  some  years 
~  to  come. 

4  April  1838.  7563.  Do  you  think,  that  had  the  family  gone  into  the  manufacturing  districts 

she  would  have  increased  her  income,  after  she  had  got  there  ? — She  might  have 
increased  her  income  some  little,  if  she  had  gone,  but  she  would  not  have  been 
better  off  if  she  had. 

75(i4.  She  would  not  have  obtained  sucli  an  increase  of  her  income  in  tlie 
manufacturing  districts,  as  to  have  improved  her  circumstances  from  what  they 
now  arc? — If  she  had  she  would  have  been  different  from  many  families  that  I 
have  visited,  that  have  removed  from  the  agricultural  districts  to  the  manufactur- 
ing districts ;   I  have  not  seen  many  that  have  improved  their  condition. 

756.5.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  manufacturing  districts,  should  you  say 
that  this  woman  would  have  suffered  severely,  had  she  gone  into  the  manufac- 
turing districts  r — She  would  ;  many  have  suffered  that  have  gone. 

756(1.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  her  refusal  to  go,  that  she  was  offered  the 
workhouse  ? — Yes. 

7567.  Do  you  believe  that  her  statement  is  confirmed  by  the  accounts  which 
you  have  since  seen  ? — I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  true. 

7568.  Mr.  Baines.]  What  was  the  age  of  the  second  child? — I  am  not  able  to 
anwer  that. 

7569.  Do  you  know  how  many  were  above  13  years  of  age  r — I  do  not. 

7570.  Chairman.^  Did  you  state  what  the  earnings  of  her  daughters  were? — 
She  states  to  me  about  0  .v.,  "hat  she  and  her  children  could  earn,  is  about  6 .y. 
a  week. 

7571.  She  has  a  grown-up  daughter  living  with  her  ? — I  believe  she  has. 

7572.  Do  you  know  the  price  of  straw  plaiting? — It  varies  ;  they  get  the  straws 
from  persons  wh.o  sell  them  ;  and  they  make  their  plait,  and  it  fetches  a  better  price 
at  sometimes  than  at  others. 

7573.  Do  you  know  what  a  grown-up  woman  can  earn  a  day,  or  a  week,  at 
straw  plaiting? — Two  shillings;  there  are  some  individuals  that  can  earn  more. 

7574.  Take  the  generality  of  grown-up  women,  what  can  they  earn? — If  they 
are  plaiting  straw,  they  will  earn  2s.  a  week;  if  they  are  doing  bents,  what  the 
Tuscan  bonnets  are  made  from,  they  will  earn  rather  more ;  those  that  are  doing 
the  bents  will  earn  2*.  6d.  a  week. 

7575.  Was  this  woman  doing  straw,  or  bents  ? — Straw. 

7576.  Do  you  know  that  she  had  two  young  girls  who  were  also  plaiting  straw  ? 
— She  has  three  that  plait,  I  believe. 

7577.  How  much  could  those  earn  a  week  each  ? — We  reckon  them  to  earn  2,9. 
a  week  each. 

7578.  That  makes  Gs. — Yes. 

7.579-  What  were  the  woman's  earnings  r — That  woman  stated,  that  when  she 
had  looked  out  tlie  straws,  and  separated  the  good  ones  from  the  bad  ones,  she 
was  not  rfble  to  do  much  for  them. 

7580.  Do  you  know  that  the  mother  is  a  straw  plaiter,  employed  in  straw  plait- 
ing?— I  do  not ;  she  states  that  after  she  has  looked  out  the  straws  for  the  others, 
she  has  no  time. 

75S1.  Do  you  know  that  she  has  a  son,  who  is  generally  employed  at  piece- 
work, and  that  he  lives  with  her? — He  does,  and  was  then  out  of  work,  when 
I  inquired  into  the  case, 

7582.  Do  you  know  that  this  woman  acts  as  a  midwife? — I  know  that  she  does, 
in  very  few  cases  ;  but  it  is  a  very  few  cases  that  she  attends  to. 

7583.  Do  you  know  that  upon  the  average  she  has  two  midwifery  cases  a  week, 
and  that  for  each  case  she  has  4.y.  ? — She  stated  that  she  had  Ss.  for  a  case  of  that 
sort,  but  often  went  unpaid. 

7584.  If  she  earns  any  thing  like  8*.  a  week,  and  also  earns  something  by 
straw  plaiting,  her  three  children  earning  65.  a  week,  would  not  that  vary  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  ?— She  does  not  earn  that  by  midwifery  ;  slie  says,  "  I  now 
and  then  go,  but  I  often  do  not  get  paid  ;  I  know  that  the  poor  people  are  in  that 
condition  that  they  cannot  pay." 

7585.  If  it  should  appear  that  she  does  act  as  a  midwife,  and,  on  the  average, 
has  two  cases  a  week,  and  for  each  case  receives  4  s.,  your  .statement  would  not 
appear  to  be  accurate  ? — No,  if  that  is  the  case  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  the 
truth  ;  I  know,  from  the  situation  where  she  lives,  and  from  the  condition  of  the 
people,  and  from  what  she  states ;  she  states  that  she  has  3*.  a  case. 

7586.  Admitting 
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j^y^G.  Admitting  her  own  statement,   that  she  has  3.9.  for  each  case  of  mid-  Mt.  James  Turner. 

wit'ery,   and  is  only  occasionally  employed  in  those  cases,   and  sometimes  has  bad        

debts,  and  cannot  recover  the  amount,  still,  stating  that  the  earnings  of  her  three       4  April  i8:j8. 

children  are  6s.  a  week,  we  must  add  something  for  the  amount  of  her  earnings  ? 

—Yes. 

75S7.  Therefore  the  earnings  for  the  whole  family,  according  to  your  statement, 
will  be  something  more  than  Gs.  a  week  ? — Certainly. 

7.588.  And  therefore  the  6*.  does  not  represent  the  earnings  of  the  family? — 
No,  it  represents  the  earnings  of  the  children,  without  taking  into  account  her 
earnings. 

7.589.  Mr.  Waklei/.]   What  is  the  age  of  her  son  r — Eighteen. 

7.590.  Did  the  family  appear  to  be  in  a  state  of  extreme  destitution  when  you 
saw  them  ?— They  did  ;  the  house  that  they  live  in,  if  it  can  be  called  one,  is  one 
of  those  mud  cottages;  it  is  nearly  down;  the  interior  was  destitute  of  furniture, 
and  nearly  destitute  of  fire. 

7,5yi.  C/i(dn/i(iN.~\  When  you  say  "  destitute  of  furniture,"  will  you  describe 
that: — They  had  no  furniture  in  the  house,  with  the  exception  of  an  old  chair 
or  two. 

7.502.  Take  this  particular  house,  what  did  you  find  in  this  house  ? — I  believe 
there  were  only  two  chairs  in  it,  and  a  board  put  together,  a  sort  of  form,  on  which 
they  sat ;  they  had  a  covering,  from  the  bed  hung  up,  to  divide  one  part  of  the 
house,  to  make  it  that  it  should  not  be  so  cold. 

7,593.  Had  they  a  tabic? — They  had  a  table,  but  a  very  poor  one. 

7,504.  They  had  two  chairs,  one  form,  and  a  table  ? — Yes. 

7,50,5.  Had  they  any  kitchen  utensils? — I  do  not  remember  seeing  any  of  those, 
and  my  impression  is,  that  if  they  had  those,  they  had  very  few  indeed. 

7596.  Had  they  beds  ? — In  that  instance,  I  did  not  look  at  their  beds. 

7.597.  You  did  not  ascertain  whether  they  had  beds? — No. 

7598.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  had  beds  ?. — ^I  do  not. 

7,599.  It  appears,  from  your  description,  that  the  furniture  was  scanty  and  not 
good,  but  that  they  were  not  destitute  of  furniture  ? — Very  scanty ;  the  boys  had 
got  sparrows;  they  were  without  bread,  boiling  their  .sparrows  and  eating  them 
for  dinner. 

7600.  Mr.  Fiekkii.]  Did  you  see  any  thing  in  the  house  that  you  thought 
deserving  to  be  called  furniture  ? — I  should  not  have  called  it  furniture. 

7601.  Chairvuin.]  What  do  you  call  chairs,  table  and  bed  ? — Broken  chairs  I 
do  not  call  furniture. 

7(102.  Were  those  broken  ? — Yes. 

7603.  Do  you  call  broken  things  that  have  been  mended,  no  furniture? — My 
impression  is,  that  they  had  not  been  mended. 

7604.  Mr.  Fieiden.]  Those  two  chairs  and  that  table  constituted  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  furniture  in  the  house? — Yes. 

760,5.  Chainnan.l  You,  not  having  seen  the  beds,  and  not  knowing  the  con- 
dition of  the  beds  r — No. 

7606.  Mr.  Fieldeii.]  Have  you  not  learned  that  those  people  lie  upon  straw 
—  Many  do,  the  same  as  in  a  stable. 

7607.  Chairma)!.]  Straw  put  loose  on  the  ground  ? — Yes,  and  some  on  the 
floor  up-stairs  :  and  sometimes  there  is  a  mattress  put  upon  the  bed  and  straw 
put  on  it. 

7608.  Do  you  mean  that  you  found  the  poor  people  generally  in  Bedfordshire 
sleeping  upon  straw,  the  same  as  they  put  down  for  a  horse  or  a  dog  ? — I  did  not 
say  generally,  but  frequently. 

76(^9.  Be  so  good  as  to  describe  a  little  more  accurately  in  what  way  is  that 
straw  used;  do  they  lie  down  upon  the  straw  as  a  horse  would  lie  upon  it? — 
They  do,  in  some  instances. 

76 10.  Without  any  covering  for  the  straw? — Their  own  clothes  is  the  cover- 
ing ;  but  the  person  who  was  with  me  will  give  a  better  description  than  I  can, 
for  when  the  beds  were  looked  at  he  looked  at  them  more  than  I  did,  for  I 
generally  took  down  the  account  that  they  gave. 

7(>ii.  Mr.  Fic/dc)/.]  The  person  who  \xas  with  you  has  been  a  blanket-maker, 
and  would  know  better  the  description  of  bedding,  would  he  not? — He  would. 

7(>i2.  i\Ti.  Bai/ics.]  In  what  we  call  the  north  of  England  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  this  kind  of  distress  there,  is  there  not.- — I  never  saw  so  much  as  I  saw  in 
Bedfordshire. 

279-  C4  7613.  Was 
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^,     ,         ,,.  761  ■?    AV';is  there  not  a  return   presented   to  the    House  of  Commons   by   the 

i\lr.  Jiiiiui   1  timer.        /•.}•'  •         1  ■   1    1  1    1  1  1  ,  r. 

member  for  Oluliam,  in  wlucli  he  stated  tliat   there  were  a  very  large  number  ot 

4Aniili83P.  families  whose  income  did  not  exceed  1  5 r/.  or  24  ^/.  an  individual  per  day  ;  there- 
fore, in  the  north  of  England,  as  M'ell  as  in  the  south,  is  there  not  a  great  deal  of 
this  distress? — There  is. 

7614.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  that  distress  prevailing  under  the  old  law 
as  well  as  under  the  new,  and  is  there  not  among  the  labouring  classes  often  a 
oreat  deal  of  distress  prevailing? — That  return  refers  to  the  hand-loom  weavers, 
and  everybody  knows  that  they  are  very  distressed. 

761. 5.  They  are  a  very  numerous  body  in  the  county  of  Lancashire? — They 
are;  but  that  return  stated  them,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  at  2\  d.  per  head  per 
day. 

7t)i{i.  Tlien  there  is  a  great  deal  of  that  distress  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
not  contined  to  Bedfordshire? — -Amongst  the  hand-loom  weavers  there  is  a  good 
deal ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  it  exists  in  the  other  parts  to  such  an  extent  as  it 
does  amongst  them. 

7t)i7.  M\\Ficlden.~\  Do  you  know  where  this  widow  woman,  Susan  Deacon,  was 
required  to  go  to  the  factories? — To  Derby. 

7618.  Had  she  been  required  to  go  to  Manchester  or  to  Bolton,  as  many  fami- 
lies have  gone,  might  not  she  have  found  plenty  among  the  hand-loom  weavers 
there,  as  distressed  as  herself? — "Vcs. 

7610.  A\'ho  would  have  been  willing  to  have  gone  into  the  factories,  if  they 
could  have  obtained  factory  employment? — Plenty. 

7620.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  have  been  an  improper  interference  to  send 
this  poor  woman  to  the  manufacturing  districts,  where  poverty  exists  to  the  same 
extent,  or  nearly  so,  as  in  Bedfordsliire? — I  think  it  a  very  unwise  course  to 
remove  them  to  the  manufacturing  districts. 

7()2i.  Does  not  it  justify  them,  in  your  opinion,  in  drawing  the  conclusion 
that  the  migration  which  has  been  going  on  from  the  rural  districts  to  the  manu- 
facturing districts  is  ill-judged,  and  calculated  to  inflict  great  oppression  upon 
the  poor  who  are  removed? — I  am  sure  that  it  is  calculated  to  produce  great  suf- 
fering iipon  those  who  are  removed. 

7622.  Did  you  take  pains  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  families  who  had  been 
removed  from  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  to  the  north  ? — I  did. 

7623.  On  a  subsequent  day,  will  you  be  prepared  to  state  the  condition  in 
■which  you  found  those  migrant  families  ? — I  will. 

7624.  Mr.  Baiiies.'j  Do  you  know  that  any  of  those  were  employed  as  liand- 
loom  weavers,  who  went  from  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  any 
have  become  hand-loom  weavers. 

7()2.5.  And  the  distress  to  which  you  alluded,  has  been  among  the  hand-loom 
weavers? — Yes. 

7626.  ]\Ir.  FiehknP\  Has  not  there  been  great  distress  in  Bolton  and  Preston, 
and  in  other  manufacturing  towns,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  employment, 
from  mills  working  a  short  time? — Yes  ;  many  have  not  worked  at  all. 

7627.  And  have  not  the  migrants  suffered  great  distress  from  the  want  ofwoik? 
■ — Yes, 
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APPENDIX. 


BAPTISMS  solemni; 


:cd  in  tlie  Parisli  of  Ampthill,   in  the 
Year  10:iO  to  1838. 


County  bf  Bedford,  from  the 


When 
Ba|>tb!ed. 


1830: 
May    -     2 
No.  734. 


May    -  16 
No.  737. 

July    -     4 
No.  741. 

Sept.  -    5 
No.  748. 


1831: 

April  -   10 

No.  772. 

Aug.  -  28 
No.  799. 


Dec.   -  11 

No.  808. 


1832: 
March    1 1 
No.  818. 

Oct.    -  14 
No.  848. 


1833: 

March    31 

No.  8C3. 

1834: 
Jan.    -     5 
No.  907. 

July  -  29 
No.  920. 

Aug,   -  17 
No.  922. 

1835: 

March    24 

No.  9C0. 

May    -     3 
No.  964. 

June   -     7 
No.  968. 

June   -  14 
No.  975. 

June    -  28 
No.  980. 
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Child's 
Christian  Name. 


arlcs,     ") 
»nof      J 


Charles 
son 


John, 
son  of 

Joseph,      "1 
son  oi      J 

John  Ram-  "( 

sey,  son  of  / 


James,  1 

son  of  J 

Arthur,  "( 

son  of  j 


Fanny,      "| 
daughter  of  J 


Mary,       1 
daughter  of  J 

John,       "I 
son  of      J 


Henry,      "| 
bastard  son  ofj 


Eliza, 

bastard 

daughter  of 

Willi.am,     1 
son  of      J 

Sarah,      "1 
daughter  of  J 


Reuben,  1 
son  of      J 

Louisa      "] 
Bellaniore, 
daughter  of  J 

Ann  Green,  "I 
daughter  of  J 

Susannah, 
daughter  of  _ 

Samuel  "I 
James,  |- 
son  of      J 


PARENT'S  NAME. 


Christian. 


Surname. 


Sarah      -      Farr  - 
reputed  flither 
John  Whiteman. 

Mary       -      Briggs 


ISIary 


Cooper 


Thyrsa    -     Battison 
reputed  father 
John  Ramsey. 


Mary       -    Trovell 

Mary       -     Stonbridge  • 

reputed  father 

John  Line, 


Elizabetli      Dyer 
reputed  father 
John  Roberts. 


Mary       •    Manton 

Susannah  -  Odell 
reputed  father 
John  Roberts. 


Elizabeth  -  Sharp 

Susannah  -  Odell 

Ann         -     Manton 
Eliza       -    Lewis 

Sarah       -     Philips 

Mary       -     Billington   - 

Sarah       -     Pain 
Elizabeth  -  Harding 


Ann 


Upton 


Abode. 


Warden 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  • 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 


Quality. 


spinster  • 

spinster  - 
spinster  - 
spinster  - 


widow  ■  - 

spinster  - 

spinster  - 

spinster  - 

spijister  - 

spinster  - 

spinster  - 

spinster  - 


By  whom 
Ceremony  performed. 


V 


Edm'i  G.  Bayley, 
curate. 


Edm''  G.  Bayley. 
Edm''  G.  Bayley. 
Edm'*  G.  Bayley. 

Edm*"  G.  Bayley. 
Edm-"  G.  Bayley. 

Edm'i  G.  Bayley. 

Edm''  G.  Bayley. 
Edm"  G.  Bayley. 

Edm"  G.  Bayley. 
Edm"  G.  Bayley. 


E.  R.  Butcher, 
offis  minister.' 

E.  R.  Butcher. 


E.  A.  Powell, 
curate. 

E.  A.  Powell. 


E.  A.  Powell. 
R  A.  Powell. 

E.  A.  Powell. 

(continued.) 
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Baptisms  solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  ^m;j//(i7/— continued. 


When 
Baptized. 


183G: 
Jan.    -  31 
No.  1008. 

March      6 
No.  1012. 

April  -     3 
No.  1014. 

April  -  10 
No.  1015. 

May    -     1 
No.  1020. 


June   -  17 
No.  1028. 

June  -  19 

No.  losy. 

June   -  26 
No.  1033. 

Nov.  -   28 
No.  1056. 

1837: 

March    1 2 

No.  1066. 

July     -    9 
No.  lo8o. 

July  -  16 
No.  1083. 

1838: 
Jan.   -    2: 
No.  1104. 

Feb.   -    11 
No.  1108. 

March    26 
No.  1119. 


Child's 
Chrisiion  Nnme. 


Henry      T 

Money,       |. 

son  of      J 

Mary  Ann,  "1 
daughter  of  J 

Mary,      "1 
daughter  of  f 


Elizabeth 
daughter  of 

Francis  John,"! 
bastard  son 
of  J 

Frederick    ") 
lianisey, 
son  of 


PARENT'S  NAME. 


Chrittian. 


r} 


J 

Mary  Ann  1 

Ramsey, 
daughter  of  J 

J"''"'      ll  Elizabeth 
son  ot      J 

James  Red-  "1 1 
man  Smith,  )■  MaryAnne 
son  of 


Kesiali 

Mary 
Jlaiy 
Ann 

Ann 

Tliyrsa   - 
Thyrsa    - 


Sarah,      ") 
daughter  of  J 

George,     "| 
son  of      / 


IMoney 

Gore  - 
Baldock 
Hill   - 

Deverill 

Battison 

Battison 
Manton 
•  Smith 


Abode. 


Quality. 


Elizabeth  -   Roberts 


Mary 


Jane 


Ephraim,    |   jj^^^j^^   ,     Marshall 
son  ot       J 


Joseph,     "I 
son  of      / 

Mary  Anne,  \ 
daughter  of  J 

John,       "1 
son  of      J 


Elizabeth  -   Bottoms 
Lucy       -     Page  - 
Ann        -     Deverill 


AmpthiU  - 

Ampthill  - 

AmpthiU  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Amptliill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 

Ampthill  - 


hy  whom 
Ceremony  pcrforroert. 


I 


spinster  -     E.  A.  Powell. 


spinster  - 
spinster  • 
spinster  • 

widow     . 

now  wife 
of  John 

Greenwood 
Ramsey, 

upholsterer, 

ditto  - 
spinster  - 
spinster  - 

spinster  - 
spinster  - 
spinster  • 


-  -  single 
woman. 

spinster  - 
widow 


E.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 

E.  A.  Powell. 

E.  A.  Powell. 

E.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 

£.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 

E.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Powell. 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  List  of  all  the  Baptismal  Entries  of  illegitimate 
Children  in  the  Register  of  Baptisms  for  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1830  to  the  present  time. 


7  April  1838. 


E.  A.  Powell, 

Curate  of  Ampthill, 


1830  - 

1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 

1834  - 


Number  in  each  separate  Year. 


1835 
1836 

1837 
1838 


TOTAI 


5 
9 
3 

3 
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TWENTY-FOURTH   REPORT 


rnoM 
SELECT    COMMIITEE 

ON    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENt)MENT  ACT; 


WITH    THE 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE, 
AND  APPENDIX. 


Oriltre'I,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  fct  Printed, 

4  /Ipril  1838. 
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T  W  E  N  T  Y  -  F  I  I-  T  1 1 


REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH   THE 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Ordered,  hj  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
6  April\%z^. 


283. 


[     ii     ] 


Lvnce,  ■2'j'' die  Novcmltis,   1S37. 


Ordered,  That  11  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Rcguhitions  issued  \)y  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  tlie  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 


Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  Fazakerley. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope. 

Mr.  Baines. 

Mr.  Boiling. 

Mr.  Lister. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle. 

Mr.  Barneby. 

Mr.  Liddell. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 


Mr.  Ward. 

Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Chichester. 

Mr.  Slaney, 

Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  John  Fielden. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quomm  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Fthruarii,   1 838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  tlie  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT  - 
MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 


p.    ni 
p.     1 


t     "i     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Laav 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 


TJ  AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


6  April  1838. 


[     iv     ] 


WITNESS. 


Mr,  James  Turner. 


(  1   ) 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Veneris,  6'  die  Apr  ills,  1838. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT 


Mr.  Piaincs. 
Mr.  Chichester. 
Mr.  Fi(;l(lon. 
•Sir  T.  Freinantle. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 


Mr.  Hodges. 
Mr.  Scropc. 
Mr.  VVakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY  in  the  Ciiaiu. 


Mr.  James  Turner,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 
762 S.  Mr.  Ficlden.]   THE  next  case  stated  in  your  letter,  I  find  to  be  "  Sarah    Mr.  Jamet  Turner. 

JelUs,"  you   state  "  is  aunt  to  four  orphan  children,  whom  she  has  brought  up  ; \ 

when  she  took  these  children  the  oldest  was  13,  the  youngest  was  a  few  days  6  April  1838. 
old,  the  mother  having  died  of  child-birth ;  she  had  with  these  children  9s.  per 
■week,  up  to  the  building  of  the  '  great  house ;'  after  which  the  board  of  guar- 
dians took  off  Is.  and  then  took  off  2s.  more;  very  soon  after  they  took  the 
other  2s.,  and  this  reduced  the  allowance  to  4s.  ;  they  afterwards  took  all  off; 
this  was  all  done  in  less  than  12  months,  and  she  was  ordered  to  tlie  board?" — 
This  is  the  statement  which  she  made  to  me  ;  and,  upon  examining  the  returns 
which  hav^e  been  made,  I  find  that  her  pay  has  been  reduced  in  the  manner 
which  I  have  stated  ;  and,  judging  from  the  condition  of  the  oldest  of  those 
children,  it  is  not  very  likely  that  he  will  ever  be  able  to  get  his  living. 

7629.  Chairman^]  What  is  the  matter  with  him  ? — He  has  fits  ;  in  consecjuence 
of  this  pay  being  stopped  in  this  way,  she  applied  to  a  brother  to  take  one  of 
them  ;  she  could  not  afford  to  keep  them  ;  another  went  last  Christmas  to  sec  her 
grandmother,  and  did  not  come  back,  so  that  she  is  now  left  with  two,  and  she 
has  2s.  a  week  ;  she  has  this  one  to  keep  of  15  years  of  age,  and  another,  a 
young  one,  out  of  2s.  a  week,  and  she  is  in  great  distress,  as  are  the  others  that 
I  have  named, 

7630.  Is  she  a  widow  ? — Yes,  but  these  children  arc  not  her  own  children  ; 
they  have  neither  father  nor  mother  ;  she  is  aunt  to  the  children. 

7()3i .  Does  she  receive  pay  on  account  of  those  children,  she  being  aunt  to  the 
children? — She  receives  2s.  a  week  on  account  of  her  own  condition,  I  suppose. 

7632.  What  is  her  age? — Forty-five  ;  something  like  that. 

7633.  Is  she  an  able-bodied  woman? — She  does  not  look  to  be  very  able- 
bodied. 

7634.  Does  she  seem  to  be  infirm? — No,  I  am  not  aware  that  she  is  infirm 
herself. 

7635.  Is  there  any  thing  about  her  which  should  prevent  her  from  going 
about  the  usual  avocations  and  pursuits  of  a  woman  of  her  age  ? — No,  1  am  not 
aware  that  there  is. 

7(')36.  To  what  parish  does  she  belong  ? — She  lives  in  Flitwick. 

7637.  Do  you  know  whether  she  pays  any  rent?— I  do  not ;  I  should  almost 
think  not,  from  the  apjjcarance  of  the  hut  in  which  she  lives  ;  I  cannot  call  it  a 
house,  for  it  is  very  ncaily  down  ;  1  thiidv  it  stands  on  the  waste,  but  1  am  not 
certain. 

7638.  Is  it  your  impression  that  it  belongs  to  herself? — My  impression  is  that 
it  belongs  to  the  parish. 

7()3i).  And  that  she  is  allowed  to  live  in  it  without  paying  rent  ? — Yes. 

7640.  Did  this  woman  state  to  you  that  she  made  application  to  the  board? — 
She  states  that  she  had  made  application,  and  they  took  the  whole  money  off  in 
tjie  manner  I  have  described,  tiist   Is.  and   then  2s.,   and  subsequently  they 

'.283.  A  "  took 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  took  it  all  ;  on  referring;  to  the  books,  1  tind  the  place  where  she  said  it  was  4.i., 

but  no  dcriciency  by  taking;  off,  so  that  it  appears  that  they   sent  for  her  to  the 

6  April  1838.       board,  and  subsequently  allowed  her  25.,  and  that  is  what  she  now  receives. 

7641.  What  did  she  receive  before  the  union  was  formed  i" — Nine  shillings, 
and  then  it  was  brought  to  8s. 

7(')42.  When  was  that? — Within  a  very  trifle  after  the  formation  of  the  union  ; 
I  could  not  be  correct  as  to  dates. 

7643.  From  8s.  it  has  been  gradually  reduced  to  2s.  ? — Yes,  that  is  the 
account. 

7t)44.  Mr.  Flelden.]  She  had  9s.  before  the  union,  for  herself,  and  then  7*.  6d. 
for  two  weeks  before  the  formation  of  the  union  ? — Yes. 

7G4',.  And  again  qs.  for  39  weeks  ? — Yes. 

764(3.  And  after  the  formation  of  the  union  8s.  for  nine  weeks,  6s.  for  26 
weeks,  4.1.  for  four  weeks,  2s.  four  weeks  ;  that  finishes  the  year  ;  2s.  a  week  in 
1836  and  1837,  and  2s.  up  to  Christnia.s,  the  end  of  the  return? — Yes. 

7647.  Chairman.']  I  find  one  entry  in  the  book  on  the  3d  of  March  1836; 
Sarah  Jellis,  of  Flitwick,  is  stated  to  have  a  girl  15  years  of  age,  a  boy  14, 
a  bov  11,  and  a  girl  two;  she  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  4s.  a  week  at 
that  time ;  she  wants  to  have  that  allowance  continued  ;  and  the  decision  of 
the  board  of  guardians  is,  that  she  should  be  allowed  2s.  a  week  for  the 
youngest  child  until  the  25th  of  March  1836;  then  I  observe  another  entry 
of  the  14th  of  April  1830,  in  which  the  decision  of  the  board  is  to  continue 
during  the  quarter  the  allowance  of  2s.  on  account  of  the  youngest  child,  the 
youngest  orphan ;  that  is  the  entry ;  then  again  there  is  an  entry  on  the  25th  of 
August  1836,  in  which  it  appears  that  she  applies  for  an  allowance  for  an  orphan 
child,  and  that  the  determination  of  the  board  of  guardians  is,  that  she  should  be 
allowed  2  s.  a  week  from  the  24th  of  June  till  further  orders,  that  being  dated 
back  in  order  to  give  her  the  arrears,  the  former  order  having  gone  only  to  the 
24th  of  June,  and  that  continues  to  the  present  time  ;  from  the  entry  in  the 
book  of  the  board  of  guardians  it  appears  that  Sarah  Jellis  makes  an  apphcation 
for  an  orphan  child  ?— They  are  both  orphan  children  ;  they  are  brother  and 

w     sister. 

7648.  That  appears  to  be  the  application ;  and  the  decision  of  the  board  of 
•          guardians  appears  to  be,  that  the  allowance  should  be  granted  for  the  orphan 

child  ;  I  am  bound  therefore  to  suppose  that  the  impression  upon  the  board  of 
guardians  was,  that  she  could  support  herself,  and  that  the  other  children  could 
support  themselves,  or  that  she  could  support  them ;  do  you  know  that  she  has 
a  daughter  grown  up,  who  lives  with  her  ? — That  is  the  daughter  that  has  left ; 
she  does  not  now  live  with  her. 

7649.  How  long  has  she  left  her? — She  left  at  Christmas  last. 

7650.  Up  to  Christmas  last  this  daughter  lived  with  her  ? — Yes. 

7651.  Do  you  know  what  that  daughter  earned  ?— If  she  w-as  straw  plaiting, 
she  would  earn  from  Is.  6rf.  to  2s.  a  week  ;  she  would  not  earn  more  than  2s. 
if  she  was  a  straw  plaiter,  and  I  presume  she  was,  for  the  rest  of  the  family  are 
straw  plaitcrs. 

7652.  Her  eldest  son  appears  to  be  out  at  service  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  that ; 
it  is  not  her  own  son  that  1  am  alluding  to. 

-  765:5.  There  appears  to  be  a  boy  ;  what  age  is  he?— My  entry  is  15. 

7654.  Kept  at  home  plaiting;  do  you  know  whether  he  earns  2s.  or  3s.  a 
a  week  ? — I  am  quite  certain  that  he  cannot  earn  1  s. ;  if  I  am  any  judge  of  a  boy 
of  that  description  ;  I  state  that  he  is  a  boy  that  appears  to  have  fits. 

7655.  And  2s.  appears  to  be  allowed  for  the  youngest  child,  who  is  four  years 
old  ;  the  woman  is  capable  of  maintaining  herself  ?— It  is  on  account  of  the 
children  that  I  published  that  statement. 

7656.  The  application,  as  it  appears  in  the  book  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
seems  to  be  for  the  youngest  child  only,  under  the  notion,  if  that  entry  is  correct, 
that  the  woman  and  the  other  children  were  able  to  maintain  themselves? — Yes  ; 
but  this  boy  of  15  is  not  able  to  maintain  himself;  and  this  is  one  thing  which 
makes  her  in  the  state  she  is,  having  him  to  keep. 

7657.  What  relation  is  she  to  that  boy?— She  is  aunt,  I  beheve. 

7658.  That  boy  is  now  15  ;  she  not  being  by  law  compellable  to  maintain  that 
boy,  and  as  a  separate  application  might  be  made  on  his  account,  do  you  know 
whether  such  application  was  ever  made  ? — I  do  not,  for  I  do  not  think  the  poor 
people  are  aware  that  application  may  be  made  for  a  separate  pay ;  she  has  made 

application, 
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application,  and  has  received  2s.  ;  and  I  know,  from  the  expression  she  used,  she  Mr.  Jamu  Turner. 

considers  it  to  be  on  account  of  the  two  children.  

7(i.5().  Mr.  Fielden.]  Have  you  reason  to  think  that  the  guardians  and  the      6  April  1838. 
relieving  officer  also  must  have  known  the  case  of  this  woman  well  ? — They  must 
have  known,  for  they  do  relieve  her  with  this  2s.  a  week  ;  and  there  is  a  descrip- 
tion of  her  attending  to  make  application,  that  they  must  have  known  her  con- 
dition, I  am  sure. 

7660.  Have  you  reason  to  think,  from  the  observations  you  have  made  upon 
the  spot,  from  what  has  been  stated  to  you  by  this  female  herself,  and  from  the 
condition  that  you  found  her  in,  that  she  has  been  unkindly  treated  by  the 
relieving  officer  or  the  board  of  guardians,  or  both  ? — She  has  been  unkindly 
treated  by  some  one,  or  by  both. 

7661.  The  reduction  from  9s.  before  the  union,  to  2s.,  so  soon  after  the  union, 
is  proof  to  your  mind  of  that  fact  ? — I  think  a  reduction  of  i)s.  to  2  s.,  all  done  in 
less  than  a  year,  is  a  proof  that  she  was  not  kindly  dealt  with. 

7662.  Chairman.]  Was  the  reduction  from  9s.  to  2s.  done  in  less  than  a  year? 
— Yes,  that  is  her  statement  to  me. 

7663.  Mr.  Chichester.]  You  say  you  think  the  people  are  not  aware  that  after 
a  certain  age  they  may  get  relief  on  their  own  account ;  for  instance  that  that 
child  which  you  spoke  of  might  have  applied  ? — I  do  not  think  people  under- 
stand that  in  country  places,  that  at  16  they  should  make  separate  appUcations  ; 
but  that  child  is  not  16  yet. 

7664.  At  the  time  was  she  not  aware  that  she  was  not  obliged  to  maintain 
her  nephew  or  niece  ? — Yes  ;  but  the  children  have  nobody  else  to  look  to  ;  she 
does  it  from  a  feeling  of  affection. 

7665.  Did  she  apply  to  the  board  of  guardians  ;  was  she  personally  before  the 
board  ? — It  appears  so,  from  the  entries  which  have  been  made  ;  she  states  to  me 
that  she  had  made  application,  and  that  they  reduced  it  from  time  to  time  in  less 
than  12  months  from  9s.  to  2s.,  and  her  condition  could  not  have  been  improved 
at  the  rate  of  from  9s.  to  2s. 

yGOO.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Here  is  the  case  of  this  woman  who  kindly  undertook  to 
take  care  of  these  orphan  children,  and  who  had  her  allowance  reduced  in  the  m 
manner  you  have  stated ;  and  on  asking  this  woman  how  they  lived,  she  burst 
into  tears  and  said,  "  God  only  knows,  for  I  cannot  tell  ?" — That  was  her  answer ; 
after  I  had  made  the  various  inciuiries  into  her  situation,  I  then  asked  her  how 
ehe  contrived  to  live  out  of  that,  and  she  burst  into  tears  and  said,  "  God  only 
knows  ;  I  cannot  tell  you." 

7607.  Will  you  next  go  to  the  case  of  Sarah  Cox,  another  case  stated  in  your 
letter  ? — Sarah  Cox  belongs  to  Maldon  parish  ;  she  has  been  a  widow  five  years, 
and  has  six  children  ;  the  eldest  is  22,  the  youngest  five  ;  the  two  eldest  girls  have 
fits  ;  they  are  straw  plaiters  ;  they  earn  with  the  whole  of  the  faniily  about  8s.  a 
week  ;  there  are  four  of  them  plaiting,  besides  the  mother,  and  altogether  they 
earn  about  8s.  a  week,  including  the  mother;  this  widow  had,  before  the  new  law 
was  passed,  5s.  a  week  ;  her  children  are  girls,  with  the  exception  of  the  oldest ; 
he  is  a  boJ^ 

7668.  Chairman.]  The  children  were  then  four  years  younger  ?  — It  would  be 
four  years.from  the  time  of  its  being  passed,  but  from  the  time  of  its  being  intro- 
duced there  it  would  be  three  years  ;  they  then  reduced  it  to  4s.,  and  afterwards 
to  3s.  ;  and  afterwards  because  they  would  not  go  to  the  factories,  they  would  not 
give  them  any  thing  ;  they  stopped  the  whole  of  it. 

7669.  Mr.  Fielden.]  On  looking  over  the  returns  of  the  money  she  received 
from  the  ])arish,  your  statement  appears  to  be  confirmed  ;  she  received  4s.  6d. 
for  nine  weeks  preceding  the  union,  but  she  had  for  some  time  before  that 
5s.  3d. ;  after  the  union  she  was  reduced  to  3s.,  which  was  continued  for  42 
weeks  and  then  withdrawn  ;  do  you  know  whether  she  has  had  it  renewed  since 
or  not  ? — I  believe  not ;  her  statement  is,  they  told  her  when  she  refused  to  go 
to  the  factories  they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  her,  and  she  has  never 
received  any  relief  since. 

7670.  Mr.  Chichester.]  The  oldest  child  is  22  ? — Yes,  and  he  is  married. 

7671.  Is  he  living  in  the  same  house  with  his  mother  ?--Yes 

7672.  What  is  the  age  of  the  next  ? — I  have  not  an  account  ol  tne  age  of  the 
next ;  the  oldest  is  22  and  the  youngest  five. 

71^73.  Mr.  Fielden.]    Did  you   hear  any   statement  on  what  terms  she   was 

offered  to  go  to  the  factories  in  Lancashire  .' — I  did  not  hear  any  particular 

2Si.  A  2  statement 
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Mr.  Jamts  Turner,  statement  of  her,  any  more  than  tlie  rest  of  the  widows  ;  but  most  of  the  widows 

tluit  had  families  of  this  description,  that  I  met  with  in  the  union,   had  been 

6  /^pril  1838.  offered  employment  in  the  factories,  and  if  they  refused  they  told  them  invariably 
they  had  nothing;  to  do  with  them  ;  if  all  the  persons  must  have  gone  to  the 
factories  that  they  had  offered  the  factory  work  to,  they  would  have  had  to 
build  a  great  many  more  factories  in  Lancashire  than  there  are  now,  many  as 
there  are. 

7(t74.  Chairvmn.']  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  all  the  j)eople  to  whom  they 
ofiered  work  in  the  factories,  confining  yourself  to  the  Ampthill  Union,  had 
gone  there,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  build  new  factories  in  Lanca- 
shire '^ — I  beg  pardon  for  the  statement,  but  I  ought  to  have  (jualified  it  by 
saying,  that  if  all  the  other  unions  in  the  agricultural  districts  had  offered 
factory  labour  at  the  rate  that  the  Ampthill  Union  has,  we  should  not  have  a 
sufficiency  of  factories  by  a  great  deal. 

71175.  Mr.  Fielden.]  You  have  heard  many  cases  where  the  factories  have 
been  offered  to  those  parties? — I  have,  a  great  many  ;  I  think  I  speak  advisedly 
when  I  say  that  I  did  not  meet  with  a  single  case  of  a  widow,  having  children 
that  were  any  thing  near  eligible,  not  having  the  factories  offered  them,  and  if 
they  refused,  "  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  you,"  was  the  general  answer. 

767O.  Cliairma)i.\  That  was  the  general  answer  given  in  the  Ampthill  Union? 
— Yes,  I  do  think  so,  and  my  reason  for  thinking  so  is  the  statement  by  the 
widows  who  had  children  eligible  for  factory  labour. 

7677.  If  those  children  refused,  was  there  any  power  in  the  board  or  in  any 
body  else  to  send  them  ? — No ;  but  there  was  the  power  to  compel  them  by 
starvation. 

7078.  Do  not  you  know  that  the  law  provides  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  makes  it  imperative  upon  boards  of  guardians  or  parish  officers 
to  take  all  care  that  they  do  not  starve  ? — AVhen  I  stated,  compel  them 
by  starvation,  I  did  not  go  far,  I  only  refer  to  the  case  now  lying  before  me, 
that  this  family  have  suffered  great  privations  and  want  of  bread,  and  of  other, — 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  comforts,  but  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  they  would 
^     give  them  no  relief,  because  they  refused  to  go  to  the  factories. 

7679.  Would  they  not  have  given  the  parties  admission  to  the  workhouse? — 
Yes,  but  the  people  do  not  like  to  go. 

7()8o.  When  you  say  the  pcoi)le  are  threatened  wdth  starvation,  are  you  dis- 
posed to  admit  that  at  the  same  time  these  people  might  all  of  them  have  been 
received  into  the  w'orkhouse  ? — Certainly,  but  they  do  not  wish  to  go  into  tlie 
workhouse. 

7G81.  Mr.  Hodges.]  WHiat  you  mean  is  this,  that  if  they  refuse  to  go  to  the 
factories  or  into  the  workhouse,  they  have  no  other  remedy  agiiinst  starvation  ? — 
Either  the  workhouse  or  starvation  ;  and  they  prefer  the  latter  to  the  former,  in 
many  instances. 
^  7682.  Chairmnn.']  When  you  say  they  prefer  the  latter  to  the  former,  have 

you  any  instance  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  besides  those  which  you  have  adduced, 
in  which  parties  have  died  from  want  of  food? — Not  died  from  want  of  food, 
but  suffering  great  privations  ;  they  often  state,  "  If  I  can  get  a  bit  of  bread  once 
a  day,  I  will  not  go  into  the  workhouse;"  I  am  prepared  with  instances  of 
that. 

7683.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Here,  according  to  your  statement,  was  a  widow  ^\■ith  six 
children  subsisting  on  an  income  of  5s.  a  week  ?— But  I  would  wish  to  be  under- 
stood ;  I  think  the  oldest  of  those  six  is  married,  but  lives  in  the  same  house,  so 
that  it  will  be  the  widow  and  five  children  that  will  have  to  be  supported  with  8*. 
a  week  earned  by  the  straw  plaiting. 

7684.  You  state  that  she  will  have  to  pay  at  least  Is.  6d.  for  firing? — She 
states  that  she  will  have  \s.  Gd.  for  firing  and  Is.  for  rent. 

7685.  Did  you  take  notice  of  w^liat  furniture  this  widow  had  left  in  her  house  ? 
— I  do  not  know  where  I  must  find  it ;  I  could  not  find  any  furniture  or  barely 
none,  they  sat  plaiting  in  a  little  place,  it  might  be  about  eight  feet  square. 

7686.  Did  you  look  at  their  bedding  at  all  ? — I  did  not. 

7687.  You  state  that  this  is  a  very  distressed  family,  that  is  j'our  impression 
still  ? — Yes  it  is  very  much  distressed. 

7688.  Chairman.]  Sarah  Cox  is  a  widow  woman  belonging  to  the  parish  of 
Maldon,  and  residing  in  Maldon  ;  she  is  stated  to  be  4G  years  old,  now  48  ? — I 
have  her  hei'e  45,  it  will  be  somewhere  thereabouts. 

7689.  She 
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7689.  She  appears  to  have  a  irirl  atred  20  ;  is  that  daughter  married  ? — No.  .^ir.  ./«ws  Tumtr. 

7690.  That  dauglitcr  is  not  dependent  upon  the  mother  for  assistance  ;  then         

she  has  a  boy  aged  I.*)  on  the  7th  of  April  18.3G  ;  that  boy  is  now  beyond  the  age         "^f"'  *^38. 
at  which  the  mother  is  responsible  for  its  maintenance ;  then  there    are  three 

children  remaining ;  therefore  the  mother  is  responsible  now  for  the  maintenance 
only  of  three  children,  of  which  the  eldest  was  13  on  the  7th  of  April  183G,  and 
is  therefore  now  15  ;  then  she  has  a  boy  and  a  girl  that  are  older  ;  she  therefore  is 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  only  three  children  ? — According  to  the  law, 
she  is  responsible  for  only  three,  but  the  oldest  girl  and  the  third  child,  that  is 
the  two  oldest  girls,  are  both  subject  to  fits,  and  not  capable  of  working  much. 

7691.  Is  the  eldest  girl,  who  was  20  on  the  7th  of  April  183G,  subject  to  fits  ? 
— She  is,  so  her  mother  states,  and  from  her  appearance  I  should  say  she  is. 

7692.  Is  she  rendered  by  those  fits  incapable  of  earning  the  usual  earnings  of 
of  straw  plaiting  ? — I  do  not  think  she  would  be  capable  of  doing  so  much  staw 
plaiting  as  one  that  was  stout  and  hale  and  healthy. 

7693.  The  boy  who  was  15  on  the  7th  of  April  183G,  does  he  live  with  her? 
•—He  had  nothing  to  do,  but  was  plaiting  at  the  time  I  saw  him. 

7694.  \Vhat  does  he  earn  at  plaiting? — Four  are  reckoned  at  2s.  each,  that 
would  make  the  85.,  which  I  reckoned  they  all  earned  by  plaiting. 

7(19.5.  There  is  a  boy  eight  years  old ;  does  he  not  earn  any  thing? — He  is  in- 
cluded in  the  four. 

7t)()6.  What  does  the  mother  earn  ? — This  8*.  is  included  as  what  the  mother 
and  tiie  four  children  earn  ;  the  boy  who  is  eight  years  of  age  can  earn  very  little 
when  they  have  paid  for  the  straws,  but  that  with  the  mother  makes  them  equal 
to  four,  reckoning  the  boy  and  the  mother  as  one ;  between  them  they  will  make 
four,  and  they  earn  2s.  each. 

7697.  On  the  7th  of  April  183G,  she  appears  to  have  made  an  application 
to  the  board  to  be  reinstated  in  her  allowance,  her  allowance  bcimr  3*.  a  week  ; 
she  was  then  told  that  she  might  have  employment  in  the  manufacturing  districts  ; 
did  she  state  what  the  nature  of  the  employment  was  that  was  offered  to  her, 
what  the  terms  were  ? — She  did  not. 

7()98.  Do  you  know  whether  she  was  told  generally,  that  she  might  have  em- 
ployment in  the  manufacturing  districts,  or  whether  a  specific  employment  was 
proposed  to  her,  with  certain  wages  for  herself  and  children  for  a  certain  specified 
time  r — I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  a  general  or  specific  statement. 

7699.  Do  you  know  whether  she  pays  any  rent  ? — A  shilling  a  week,  she 
states. 

7700.  She  has  another  child,  not  enumerated  either  here  or  in  your  letter, 
who  is  married  ;  is  that  a  boy  or  a  girl  ? — A  boy. 

7701 .  What  age  is  he  ? — Two  or  three  and  twenty  ;  and  they  live  in  the  same 
house  with  the  mother. 

7702.  Has  he  any  family? — A  wife  and  one  child,  I  think. 

7703.  Do  you  know  what  his  earnings  are? — I  do  not;  but  he  was  out  of  ^ 
work  at  the  time  that  I  wrote  that  letter. 

7704.  What  is  the  date  of  that  letter  ? — Twenty-sixth  or  27th  of  January  this 
year. 

770.5.  Do  you  know  whether  that  son  pays  the  rent  for  his  mother's  cottage? 
— They  join  in  the  rent  and  the  firing,  1  believe. 

770(1.  Therefore  the  whole  expense  of  the  rent,  1  s.  a  week,  does  not  fall  upon 
the  mother? — No. 

7707.  ]\Ir.  Fielden.]  Do  you  know  what  the  name  of  the  eldest  son  of  Sarali 
Cox  is  ? — I  do  not ;  I  believe  it  is  her  daughter  that  is  married  ;  I  find  James 
Bryant,  2G,  has  a  wife  and  three  children  ;  I  find  it  is  her  son-in-law  ;  this 
daughter  had  been  in  the  workhouse  in  consccjuence  of  the  husband  being  out 
of  work,  and  I  find  his  name  is  Bryant,  so  that  it  would  be  her  daughter. 

7 705.  Do  you  think  that  this  widow  woman  could  have  kept  her  family 
together  at  all  but  for  the  assistance  she  received  from  her  eldest  children  ? — 
Those  two  oldest,  that  plait,  1  do  not  suppose  that  she  could  have  Uved  with- 
out them  ;  though  their  earnings  are  very  small,  it  must  contribute  in  some 
degree  to  her  sui)port. 

7709.  Then  those  whom  the  law  does  not  compel  her  to  maintain  were 
assisting  her  and  maintaining  both  the  mother  and  themselves  ? — Certainly  they 
were,  because  their  whole  earnings  arc  8*. 

2^3-  A3  7710.  Did 
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Mr.  Jamet  Turwr.       -jT^o.  Did  vou  see  the  whole  of  this  family  r— With  the  exception  of  one  who 

— has  gone  out.  ♦ 

6  April  1838.  7711.  From   the  knowledge  you  have  of  factory  emplojTOcnt,  and    of   the 

cliildrcn  cnij)loyed  in  factories,  do  you  think  this  family  a  fit  or  an  unfit  one  for 
the  factories? — A  very  unfit  family  for  a  factory,  for  no  child  witli  fits  ought  to 
be  amongst  machinery  ;  it  is  (juite  work  enough  for  children  to  take  care  of 
tliemselves,  without  being  subject  to  fits. 

7712.  Do  you  think  the  refusal  of  relief  to  her,  because  she  would  not  go  to 
the  factories,  was  very  unkind  treatment  towards  her  and  her  family?  —  I  do, 
because  her  family  was  not  a  proper  family  for  a  factory  at  all. 

7713.  The  next  case  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to,  is  Charlotte  Palmer  ;  she 
resides  in  Clophill  ;  you  describe  her  as  a  widow,  f)')  years  of  age  ? — This  widow 
has  five  children,  the  oldest  is  16  and  the  youngest  10;  this  widow  had  been  in 
very  respectable  circumstances  in  the  parish  in  which  she  now  resides,  but  owing 
to  unforeseen  circumstances,  and  some  law  affairs,  she  got  reduced,  till  she 
became  chargeable  to  the  parish  ;  they  had  relieved  her  with  5s.  a  week,  and  it 
was  subsequently  reduced  to  1  s.  a  week ;  and  then  that  was  taken  off,  they 
telling  her  that  she  might  go  to  the  factories  ;  and  if  she  did  not  go  to  the 
factories  they  would  not  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  her  ;  she  was  to  have 
gone  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Leeds. 

7714.  Was  this  said  to  her  at  the  board  ? — That  is  my  information. 

7715.  The  relief  she  had  been  ha\'ing  was  withdrawn  i*— It  was  withdrawn  at 
the  time  when  she  refused  to  go  to  the  factories. 

7716.  Have  you  compared  the  account  of  the  relief  she  said  she  had  with  the 
returns  which  had  been  made  to  this  Committee  ? — 1  have  ;  and  1  rind  it  very 
nearly  correct,  according  to  the  statement  she  made,  as  nearly  as  could  be 
expected,  she  speaking  from  memory. 

7717.  Were  those  children  of  hers  girls  or  boys?— They  are  both  ;  either  three 
or  four  of  them  are  boys  ;  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  is  three  or  four,  l)ut  three  I 
believe  are  boys ;  and  at  the  time  I  published  that  letter,  the  two  oldest  boys 
were  out  of  work,  and  had  nothing  to  do. 

7718.  Did  you  hear  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  contract  for  this  family  for 
the  employment  of  her  and  her  family  in  any  place  in  the  north  ? — I  have  no 
account  that  the  contract  was  entered  into,  whether  it  was  a  general  offer  that 
she  might  go,  or  a  specific  one,  I  am  not  aware. 

7719.  Have  you  heard  or  seen  contracts  which  have  been  made  for  the  trans- 
ference of  labourers'  families  from  the  rurzd  districts  to  the  manufacturing 
districts? — Frequently;  I  have  one  here  which  I  call  a  biU  of  jjarcels  ;  I  have 
frequently  seen,  in  families  that  have  been  removed  from  the  rural  districts  to  the 
north,  bills  of  parcels  that  have  been  made  out,  and  I  will  read  one  here ;  not  a 
cojjy  of  one,  for  it  is  an  original  one  ;  this  is  "  Mr.  George  Stansfield  Wells,  of 
Soyland,  near  Halifax,  in  the  county  of  York  ;"  this  is  the  consignment  of  a 
family  over  to  Mr.Wells, — Edward  Markwell  Welby,  38  years  of  age,  8s.  for  the 
first  year,  10s.  for  the  second  year,  and  10s.  for  the  third  year  ;  Honor,  his 
wife,  is  to  have  nothing ;  she  is  the  mother  of  the  family,  her  name  is  down,  but 
there  is  nothing  for  her  to  have. 

7720.  What  do  you  mean  by  Honor  having  nothing,  is  it  that  there  is  no  sum 
affixed  to  her  name  ? — That  is  what  I  mean  ;  Mary  is  14  years  of  age,  she  is  to 
have  3s.  the  first  year,  3s.   6d.  the  second  year,  and  3s.  Cd.  the  third  year. 

7721.  Chairman.]  Are  those  weekly  payments? — Yes;  James  is  12  years  of 
age  ;  he  is  to  have  2s.  6d.  the  first  year,  3s.  the  second,  and  3s.  the  third  year  ; 
George  Chinery,  who,  it  appears,  is  not  one  of  the  family,  but  going  with  them, 
is  18  years  of  age;  he  is  to  have  5s.  for  the  first  year,  5s.  6d.  for  the  second 
year,  and  5s.  6d.  for  the  third  year  ;  Caroline  Hazell  is  14  years  of  age  ;  she  is 
to  have  3s.  the  first  year,  3s.  6d.  the  second  year,  and  3s.  6d.  the  third  year  ; 
Robert  Hazell  is  IG  years  of  age;  he  is  to  have  4.v.  the  first  year,  4s.  Gd.  the 
second  year,  and  4  s.  6d.  the  third  year ;  William  Ramsay  is  14  years  of  age  ;  he 
is  to  have  3s.  the  first  year,  3s.  6d.  the  second  year,  and  3s.  6d.  the  third  year  ; 
John  is  nine  years  of  age,  and  Charles  is  one  :  consequently,  they  are  not  eligible 
for  factory  labour;  the  amount  is  28s.  6d.  the  first  year,  33s.  Gd.  the  second 
year,  and  33s.  6d.  the  third  year.  "No  objection  to  advance  21.  on  loan  ;  to 
receive,  when  in  London,  to  board  the  family  by  canal,  21.  ;  to  receive,  when 
arrived  at  Soyland,  3/.  10s."     This  is  the  manner  in  which  those  famiUes  have 

been 
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been  contracted  for  and  sent ;  I  have  frequently  seen  families  that  have  come  in  Mr.  James  Turner. 

this  way  ;  and  I  am  not  aware  whether  Charlotte  Palmer  had  a  contract  of  this        

description,  or  whether  hers  was  general  information  ;  but  this  was   the  contract      ^  •^!"''l  '^S^. 
to  which  I  alluded  when  I  said  I  had  seen  contracts  for  some. 

7722.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  3'ou  find  there  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  family 
went  from,  or  the  name  of  the  party  who  hands  over  the  family  to  Mr.  Wells  ? 
— No,  I  do  not;  but  in  one  I  have  seen  it  put  down,  "  Consigned  from  such 
a  parish,  by  such  and  such  individuals,  to  such  and  such  masters ;"  but  that 
does  not  bear  at  all  the  name  of  the  consigner. 

7723.  Do  you  know  who  it  is,  or  have  you  ever  heard  who  it  is,  that  makes 
out  those  bills  of  parcels,  as  j^ou  call  them  ? — One  that  I  saw  bearing  the  name 
came  from  a  board  of  guardians  ;  I  saw  one  that  came  from  Norfolk  ;  "  The  board 
of  guardians  send  such  a  family  to  such  a  place  ;"  if  it  be  necessary,  I  can  give 
the  name  ;  but  the  board  of  guardians  are  the  parties  who  send  them  down. 

7724.  There  is  another  here  that  will  show  the  contracting  party,  will  you 
read  that? — This  is  dated  "  Rishargles." 

7725.  To  whom  is  that  addressed ?— To  "Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Relieving  Officer, 
Swan  Inn,  Rishargles." 

7726.  Will  you  read  the  contents  of  it  ? — "  Sarah  Banks,  46 ;  Marj'  Ann, 
aged  19,  is  to  have  6.f.  a  week  for  three  years  ;  Ann,  16  ;  she  is  to  have  1^.  6d.  ; 
and  six  meals ;  William  is  15,  and  is  to  have  4.y.,  4.9.  (id.  and  5s.  ;  Joseph  is  14, 
and  is  have  3s.,  3s.  6d.  and  4s. ;  Emmanuel  is  ten,  Rebecca  is  nine,  and  George 
is  seven  ;  these  three  are  too  young  to  work,  but  when  they  are  a  little  older  I 
will  give  them  wages  in  proportion  to  the  above;  the  cottage  is  2s.  a  week,  at 
2s.  3d.  or  2s.  6d  ;  signed  G.  H.  Wells,  Rippenden  Mill,  near  Halifax,  Yorkshire." 

7727.  Mr.  Wells,  it  appears,  made  the  engagement  to  take  that  family;  the 
letter  in  which  he  engaged  to  do  so  is  addressed  to  tiie  relieving  officer,  as  you 
have  described. — It  is. 

7728.  Do  you  notice  in  that  letter  that  there  is  one  child  of  ten  years  of  age 
and  another  of  nine  years  of  age,  whom  Mr.  Wells  does  not  agree  to  take  into 
employment  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

7729.  Do  you  know  that, bylaw,  children  can  be  employed  in  factories  at  nine 
years  of  age  ? — Yes. 

7730.  Do  you  not  think  if  there  had  been  a  scarcity  of  hands  in  the  district  in 
which  Mr.  Wells  resided,  that  he  would  employ  those  hands  ? — I  am  satisfied 
that  there  was  no  scarcity  of  hands  when  those  various  fainiUes  were  sent  down 
into  the  north. 

7731.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  kind  in  factories,  do  you  believe  that 
those  wages  are  below  the  wages  generally  paid  ? — The  wages  contracted  for  are 
about  two-thirds  what  they  give  the  ordinary  hands  of  that  description. 

7732.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  obtaining  children  from  rural  districts,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  employed  in  the  factories  at  those  reduced  wages,  has  an 
immediate  effect  upon  those  who  have  been  employed  there  previously  ? — Cer- 
tainly it  has. 

7733.  In  the  case  of  this  Charlotte  Palmer,  w-ho  had  five  children,  did  you 
take  notice  of  her  children,  whether  they  appeared  to  you  to  be  fit  or  not  for 
factory  employment  ? — They  were  boys,  and  they  might  have  been  suitable  for 
factory  employment,  from  their  ages  ;  they  are  between  16  and  10. 

7734.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  those  children  had  gone  to  the  factory  at 
Leeds,  as  here  described,  they  w'ould  have  been  employed  at  wages  far  below 
what  was  competent  for  their  maintenance  ? — A  great  deal  lower  than  was  com- 
petent ;  I  never  saw  any  of  the  labourers  that  have  gone  from  the  rural  districts, 
that  have  more  wages  than  I  have  stated  ;  thai  is  about  two-thirds  of  what  the 
ordinary  hands  had  in  the  neighbourhood  where  they  went. 

7735.  Have  you  made  many  inquires  into  the  cases  of  migrants  ■who  have 
gone  to  fiictories  in  the  north  ? — I  have. 

7736.  And  you  have  a  great  many  cases  which  you  can  bring  forward  of  great 
distress  and  suffering  on  the  part  of  those  migrants,  owing  to  their  having  left 
tlie  rural  districts  ? — I  can,  if  the  Committee  wish  it,  lay  such  cases  before 
them. 

7737.  Chairman.'\  Charlotte  Palmer  is  about  53  years  old,  is  she  not  ?— Fifty- 
five,  my  accoiuit  states. 

773S.  I  observe  the  entry  of  Charlotte  Palmer  in  the  pauper  application-book ; 

on  the  27th  of  August  1835,  she  applies  to  have  her  allowance  continued,  it 

2 S3.  .\  4  having 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  havinp;  been  recently  taken  off,  and  the  entiy  is,  "  the  son  bcina;  almost  insolvent, 

and  not  being  able  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  mother,  the  allowance  was 

C  April  1838.  restored  ;"  therefore  3s.  a  week  she  appears  to  have  received  from  the  board  of 
guardians  on  the  27th  of  August  1835  ;  did  she  state  that  to  you? — No;  she 
states  that  she  had,  before  the  new  law  was  passed,  .Os.  a  week,  but  it  was  reduced 
at  various  times  to  Is. ;  before  the  union  she  had  5s.  a  week  for  20  weeks,  4s. 
35  Avceks ;  then  after  the  union  she  had  '3s.  for  38  weeks,  then  reduced  to  Is. 
for  two  weeks  ;  next  year,  1  s.  39  weeks,  then  discontinued ;  that  appears  upon 
the  return,  so  that  that  1  s.  that  she  has  there  for  39  weeks  will  be  the  1  s.  they 
allowed  her  upon  that  application,  probably. 

7730.  Chairmnti.']  Then  she  applies  again  on  the  21st  of  April  1836;  she  is 
stated  to  be  50  years  old  ;  her  children  are  stated  to  be  a  boy  of  20  years  of  age; 
was  that  boy  living  with  her? — By  the  statement,  her  oldest  is  IG. 

7740.  She  is  stated  on  the  21st  of  Ajjril  183G,  to  have  come  before  the  board 
of  guardians  to  have  made  an  application  for  increase  of  allowance,  and  the  entry 
is  tliat  she  had  a  boy  of  20 ;  did  she  state  to  you  that  she  had  a  boy  20  years 
old  ? — She  did  not  ;  this  boy  will  not  be  living  with  her,  and  I  shall  be  right 
still ;  I  say  five  children,  so  that  I  took  those  that  lived  with  the  mother. 

7741.  That  boy  is  not  living  with  her? — It  appears  so  from  this  account. 

7742.  The  next  child  stated  there,  is  a  girl  of  18  in  183G,  now  20  years  of 
age ;  is  that  girl  living  with  her  ? — I  believe  she  is,  but  she  states  her  here  to 
be  IG. 

7743.  Do  you  know  whether  that  girl  is  living  with  her? — I  believe  there  is  a 
girl  living  with  her  at  home,  that  plaits ;  I  do  not  know  her  exact  age. 

7744.  Did  she  state  what  the  earnings  of  that  girl  were? — She  states  that  they 
all  earn  about  7s.  6c/.  a  week,  that  is  putting  them  all  together. 

774,5  Did  she  state  what  the  girl  who  is  20  years  of  age  earned? — She  did 
not,  not  individually. 

7746.  Then  there  is  a  boy  of  18  ;  did  she  state  what  he  earned  ? — He  was  out 
of  work  ;  he  was  earning  nothing  at  the  time  to  which  I  allude,  1  think  his  name 
is  Charles. 

7747.  Did  she  state  that  boy  was  a  butcher? — She  did  not ;  she  stated  he  was 
out  of  work,  and  he  was  out  of  work. 

7748.  She  did  not  state  her  boy  was  a  butcher? — No. 

7749.  Then  there  was  another  boy  of  16,  whom  probably  you  saw? — I  saw 
two  boys. 

7750.  You  saw  a  boy  of  16  ? — I  did. 

7751.  Was  that  boy  living  with  her? — Yes,  b\jt  he  was  out  of  work,  doing 
nothing. 

7752.  Then  there  was  another  boy  of  12  ? — He  was  plaiting. 

7753.  There  was  another  boy  of  10  ? — He  was  plaiting. 

77.54.  She  has  a  girl  of  20,  a  boy  of  16,  a  boy  of  12,  and  a  boy  of  10,  making 
four  children,  old  enough  to  earn  money  at  plaiting? — Yes;  the  two  youngest 
earn  veiy  little  money. 

7755.' Will  a  boy  of  12  earn  very  little  money? — The  one  of  10  will  not  earn 
much  ;  the  boy  of  12  might  earn  something. 

7736.  The  girl  of  20,  the  boy  of  16,  and  the  boy  of  12  ;  those  are  three  of 
an  age  old  enough  to  earn  money  at  plaiting  ?■ — Yes. 

7757.  They  ought  to  earn  Is.  6^^.  or  2s.  a  week?— One  shilling  and  sixr 
pence. 

7758.  Then  the  boy  at  10  would  earn  something? — A  shilling  a  Week. 

7759.  What  do  you  reckon  the  woman  herself  ?— She  is  no  plaiter. 

7760.  Is  not  she  a  needle-woman  ;  does  she  not  take  in  needle-work  ?— If  shp 
can  get  any  to  do  ;  she  states  that  she  can  get  none  to  do. 

7761.  Is  not  she  employed  as  a  good  needle-woman? — When  she  can  get  it ; 
she  does  needle-work  sometimes,  when  she  can  get  it  to  do ;  I  was  told  so  when 
I  made  inquiries  into  her  condition. 

7762.  Do  you  know  that  this  woman  has  a  brother  who  has  considerable  pro- 
perty, and  who  is  in  a  situation  to  assist  her  ? — I  have  been  so  informed. 

7763.  Does  he  not  help  her  at  all? — I  believe  not. 

7764.  She  has  a  sister  living  in  independent  circumstances  ;  does  she  derive  no 
assistance  from  those  two  relations  living  in  good  circumstances? — I  do  not 
know 

7765.  You 
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77(15.  You  say  this  is  one  of  tlic  instances  of  a  family  wlio  have  been  refused  Mr.  James  Turner. 
relief,  except  they  would  go  to  a  manufacturing  district  ? — Yes.  

77()6.  Are  you  aware  that  this  woman,  on  the  21st  of  April  1836,  on  making      6  April  1838. 
an  a])p]ication  for  an  increase  of  allowance,  is  told  that  her  allowance  should  be 
continued,  but  that  if  she  wanted  an  increase  she  could  not  have  it ;  and  if  she 
felt  herself  unable  to  maintain  her  family  without  an  increa.se,  she  might  then 
come  into  tlie  workhouse  ;  did  she  tell  you  that  ? — Yes,  I  believe  she  did. 

77(i7.  Did  she  also  state  that  her  allowance  would  be  continued  whether  .she 
went  into  the  workhouse  or  not,  but  what  the  board  of  guardians  objected  to  was 
an  incieascd  allowance  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

7768.  Now  1  will  only  ask  you  one  question  with  regard  to  those  contracts 
about  which  a  good  deal  has  been  said  with  reference  to  the  eniplojnnent  of 
labourers'  families  in  the  manufacturing  districts  ;  have  you  any  facts  with  regard 
to  the  Union  of  Ampthill  connecting  those  contracts,  such  as  you  have  described 
as  bills  of  parcels,--  have  you  any  facts  tending  to  connect  the  existence  of  any 
such  contracts  with  the  board  of  guardians  at  Ampthill,  oi'  any  authority  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Union  of  Amj)thill ''. — J  have  not 
seen  one  of  those  written  contracts  from  the  Union  of  Ampthill,  but  that  many 
families  have  gone  from  the  Union  of  Ampthill,  that  I  know  ;  whether  they  have 
gone  with  contracts  of  this  description  or  not  I  have  no  evidence. 

77()9.  Mr.  Baines.']  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  practice  of  employing  the 
children  of  the  rural  districts  in  the  manufacturing  districts  had  not  prevailed 
some  time  before  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act? — I  am  not  aware 
that  there  was  an  agency  established. 

7770.  I  ask  you  about  the  fact?— I  am  not  aware,  and,  if  I  am  to  believe  the 
Commissioners'  reports,  they  say  that  never  but  one  I'amily  went  from  the  south 
beyond  Derby  before  the  passing  of  the  new  law. 

7771.  Then  you  do  not  know  that  there  used  to  be  sent  from  the  workhouses 
in  the  south  to  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  north,  as  many  as  20,  30,  40, 
50,  and  to  the  amount  of  100  children,  in  draughts,  without  any  person  to  look 
after  them,  or  any  person  at  all  to  watch  over  either  their  interests  or  their 
morals? — I  am  not  aware  that  they  were  sent  in  that  way  ;  I  do  know  that  thev 
were  sent  from  the  London  workhouses,  20  years  ago,  many  apprentices,  at  that 
time  ;  but  within  the  last  20  years,  up  to  the  passing  of  the  new  law,  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  were  any  removals,  or  verj'  few. 

7772.  Mr.  Fielden.]  But  when  those  apprenticeships  were  created,  were  not 
the  overseers  or  churchwardens,  or  those  who  had  the  management  of  the  aflairs 
of  the  parish,  the  ])ersons  who  contracted  with  the  parties  receiving  them  in  the 
manufacturing  districts? — Certainly,  the  parish  authorities  did. 

7773.  And  have  you  never  heard  of  overseers  who  have  apprenticed  children 
to  the  factory  masters,  having  come  and  found  fault  with  those  factory  masters  for 
the  unkind  treatment  of  those  apprentices  ? — Certainly. 

7774.  Mr.  Baines.]  You  say  you  have  heard  of  them  having  come  and  found 
fault  with  the  masters  for  their  ill  treatment ;  at  what  time  was  that,  the  year,  or 
about  what  year  ? — It  will  be  more  than  20  years  ago. 

7775.  You  have  stated  that  several  aged  persons  have  had  their  parish  allow- 
ances reduced  since  the  introduction  of  the  new  Poor  Law  into  Ampthill  Union  ; 
do  you  know  whether  there  have  been  any  cases  in  that  union  where  aged  persons 
have  had  their  allowances  advanced  ? — Yes. 

777().  Do  you  know  what  proportion  the  number  of  those  who  have  had  their 
allowances  advanced  bears  to  the  number  of  those  who  have  had  them  reduced  ? 
— I  have  no  data  to  go  on  ;  but  if  I  nmst  judge  from  my  memory,  and  what  I  met 
with,  and  what  I  could  select  if  I  were  to  look  over  the  whole  papers,  I  should 
say  twenty  to  one  have  been  i-edueed  to  one  being  advanced. 

7777.  Twenty  to  one  you  think  have  been  reduced  to  one  advanced? — Yes  ; 
but  I  have  not  the  exact  number ;  that  is  my  impression. 

7778.  Then,  if  on  looking  at  the  books  and  linding  that  your  impression  upon 
that  head  is  very  erroneous,  would  not  an  inference  in  your 'mind  arise,  as  to  the 
effect  of  this  Poor  Law,  very  different  from  that  which  you  at  present  entertain  ? 
— If  it  was  to  be  the  case,  so  it  would  ;  but  it  is  not  the  case. 

7779.  Ur.  Hodges.]  Did  your  answer  imply  you  took  it  from  the  books,  or 
that  you  confined  yourself  merely  to  the  iucpiiries  you  have  made  from  indi- 
viduals ?— Froui  both  ;  we  have  the  returns  ;  I  have  referred  to  those,  and  1 
think  1  am  not  very  wrong. 

-'^j-  B  7780.  Mr. 
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}tU.  Jatnes  Turner.        77S0.  Mr.  Bai/trs.]  You  liavc  stulod  some  instances  of  aged  persons  having 

7 their  allowance  reduced  ;  do  you   know  whether  any  inhrni   persons  have  had 

()  Apiil  i8;ja.      ^jjejp  allowance  reduced;* — I  do;  they  have. 

7781.  In  the  letters  that  you  have  written  on  this  suhjcct,  vou  have  stated 
tliat  fact  ? — At  the  time  those  letters  were  written,  I  had  not  met  with  instances 
where  they  had  heen  advanced. 

77S2.  But  afterwards  you  did  meet  with  them? — Yes,  afterwards  I  met  with  a 
few  instances  where  the  i)ay  had  heen  raised,  in  one  instance  from  Is  9(/.  to  24-., 
and  in  two  or  three  instances  from  2s.  to  2s.  6d. 

7783.  And  did  you,  after  you  met  with  this  information,  make  any  public 
statement  of  the  fact,  in  the  same  way  as  you  had  of  the  instances  you  had  met 
with  of  a  contrary  kind  ?  — I  did  not. 

7784.  You  have  stated  that  several  widows  with  children  have  had  their  allow- 
ance reduced  since  the  establishment  of  the  new  Poor  Law  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  ? — Yes. 

7785.  Do  you  know  whether  there  have  been  any  widows  with  children  who 
have  had  their  allowance  increased? — I  am  not  aware  of  any,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  at  present  ;  I  do  not  mean  by  that  to  say  that  there  is  not  one. 

77SG,  Did  you  incjuire  for  such  cases  at  the  same  time  you  were  in(|uiring  for 
cases  of  reduction? — 1  did  ;  I  did  not  seek  out  for  cases,  either  better  or  worse, 
but  took  them  just  as  they  came  ;  if  I  found  that  they  had  had  their  pay 
advanced,  I  always  took  an  account  of  that,  as  well  as  when  it  had  been 
reduced. 

7787.  Then  if  it  should  turn  out  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  pay  of 
aged  persons  and  infirm  persons  and  widows,  in  the  pro[)ortion  of  at  least  four  to 
one,  in  this  union,  of  which  you  have  been  speaking,  that  would  very  much 
unsettle  your  impression  as  to  the  hardship  of  the  new  Poor  Law  and  its  opera- 
tion in  that  union?  — If  it  should  prove  that;  but  it  cannot,  according  to  the 
accounts  ;  I  have  examined  the  accounts,  and  I  find  a  reduction  in  verj'  many 
instances  ;  and  I  cannot  think  that  tiiere  can  be  an  increase  at  all,  neither  to  the 
amount  of  four  to  one,  nor  that  there  is  any  increase  at  all  ;  I  judge  both  from 
having  seen  the  parties  themselves  and  the  returns  which  have  been  moved  for 
by  this  Committee. 

7788.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a  parish  in  the  kingdom,  with  a  population 
amounting  to  from  14,UU0  to  15,000  persons,  where,  if  equal  diligence  had  been 
used  for  the  discovery  of  persons  in  distress,  you  would  not  have  found  a  number 
ecpial  to  those  you  have  found  in  the  Ampthill  Lhiion,  and  that  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  old  Poor  Law  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  (picstion  ;  I  do  not  know  what 
might  have  occurred  in  other  places. 

778Q.  You  have  made  a  good  deal  of  intpiiry  relating  to  the  situation  of  the 
labouring  classes,  I  believe,  before  you  commenced  this  inquiry  ?■ — I  have  j)aid 
some  little  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes. 

7790.  And  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  persons  in  those  parishes 
where  you  have  made  those  investigations,  and  as  to  their  condition,  compared 
with  those  that  you  have  inquired  into  in  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — I  never  made 
any  inquiries  in  any  number  of  parishes  that  I  found  as  much  distress  and  as 
great  privations  in,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  as  I  have  done  in  Bedfordshire. 

7791.  Did  you  ever  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  in  those 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  hand-loom  weavers  are  principally  employed  ? — 
I  have  not,  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  the  hand-loom  weavers  are  the 
worst  off,  that  is,  I  am  speaking  now  of  Lancashire,  to  the  north  part  of  Lan- 
cashire ;  with  that  part  I  am  not  so  well  acquainted  as  with  the  other  parts  ; 
that  part  of  Lancashire  with  which  I  am  acquainted  does  not  suffer  as  much 
privation  and  as  much  distress  as  they  do  in  Bedfordshire. 

7792.  Then  you  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  state  of 
Bedfordshire  with  those  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  where  the  hand-loom 
weavers  are  principally  employed  on  the  least  i)rotitable  work  ? — I  have  not. 

7793.  And  therefore  you  cannot  institute  a  comparison  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  one,  the  Bedfordshire  population,  under  the  new  Poor  Law  Act,  and  the 
population  of  Colne,  and  Barnley,  and  other  parts  of  the  country  where  the 
hand-loom  weavers  principally  are  employed  in  the  lower  branches  of  the  cotton 
trade,  so  as  to  contrast  the  one  with  the  other? — ]\Iy  information  does  not  go  to 
the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  towns  to  which  you  allude;  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  the  towns,  but  not  with  the  villages ;  there  is  more  distress  in  the 

villages 
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villages  than  in  the  towns  ;  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  tlie  hand-loom  weaving   nj^.  jamu  Turner. 

districts  of  Lancasliire,  it  is  where  they  have  better  work,  Bolton  and  that  part 

of  Lancashire  ;  tliere  is  not  near  so  much  distress  in  tliat  part  as  there  is  in       6  April  1838. 
Bedfordshire. 

7794.  Mr.  Walker.']  Is  not  ]Jolton  one  of  those  towns  which  is  inhabited  by 
a  very  large  body  of  hand-loom  weavers: — It  is. 

779,5.  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  pojjulation  at  Bolton,  from  your  own  in- 
quiries ? — Not  now  ;  three  or  four  years  back  I  did  ;  I  do  not  know  the  exact 
condition  now. 

7796.  You  did  know  it  three  or  four  years  ago  ;  are  you  able  to  state  whether 
they  are  more  distressed  or  ecjually  distressed  with  the  ])oor  you  have  visited  in 
the  Ampthill  Union  ? — I  should  think  not ;  I  should  think  the  poor  in  the  union  in 
Bedfordshire,  where  I  have  been  are  worse  oft"  than  the  hand-loom  weavers  in 
Bolton  where  I  was  familiar  with  them  ;  I  would  not  like  to  speak  to  the  present 
time. 

7797.  Mr.  Fielden.]  The  poor  people  whom  you  visited,  of  whose  state  you 
have  been  giving  evidence,  did  they  state  to  you,  among  other  things,  the  amount 
of  the  allowance  they  had  received  from  the  parish  ? — They  did. 

7798.  You  have  since  had  access  to  the  returns  of  relief  given  from  the  year 
1834' to  the  year  183G  ?— Yes. 

77g().  Have  you  compared  the  returns  you  have  had  access  to  with  the 
statement  given  by  the  poor  people  whose  cases  vou  have  been  describing  ? 
—  Yes. 

7800.  And  have  you  generally  found  them  to  be  correct  ? — Much  more  so 
than  I  anticipated. 

7801.  Have  you  also  looked  through  the  returns  to  such  a  considerable  extent 
as  to  justify  you  in  your  opinion  in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  there  have 
not  been  one  in  twenty  who  have  had  the  relief  advanced  ? — That  has  been  my 
impression  ;  and  what  I  have  found  in  the  returns,  and  the  statement  made  to 
me,  and  all  other  statements  (I  have  very  good  reason  to  believe  they  told  true), 
and  those  two  comparisons  together  led  me  to  come  to  the  conclusion  which 
I  did. 

7802.  Does  not  the  published  account  of  the  reduction  of  the  rates  in  the 
Union  of  Ampthill  to  the  amount  of  60  per  cent.,  also  prove  to  your  mind 
that  there  mu.st  have  been  a  great  reduction  in  the  relief  to  the  poor  somewhere? 
— There  must  have  been,  to  a  great  extent ;  I  will  just  state,  as  to  those  case? 
which  I  published  ;  I  would  just  observe  that  I  took  the  testimony  of  individuals 
themselves,  and  other  parties  who  knew  them  before  I  published,  and  I  believe 
ihem  to  be  correct  ;  but  this  Committee  may  at  any  time  sec  the  parties  them- 
selves of  whom  I  speak,  who  will  bear  testimony  themselves  to  the  truth  of  what 
I  have  stated. 

7803.  With  regard  to  the  knowledge  you  have  had  of  tlie  hand-loom  weavers, 
Bolton  particularly  you  spoke  of,  have  you  not  found  the  distress  which  you  wit- 
nessed in  Bedfordshire  equal  to  the  distress  Avhich  you  have  witnessed  in  Bolton 
among  the  hand-loom  weavers  ?  — ^ly  impression  is  that  it  is  considerably 
greater. 

7804.  Have  you  a  tabular  statement  of  48  different  families  whose  circum- 
stances you  wish  to  describe  to  this  Committee  by  that  statement: — I  have. 

7805.  These  families  reside  in  the  parish  of  Westoning,  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  ? — Yes. 

7806.  Have  you  taken  great  jiains  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  income  they 
were  receiving,  both  from  work  and  allowance  from  the  parish,  the  year  previous 
to  the  union  being  formed,  that  is  the  year  1834  ? — I  have  ;  I  stated  on  u  former 
occasion,  respecting  the  table  of  three  labourers  I  put  in,  1  had  a  table  in  thp 
course  of  preparation  of  more  labourers.  These  are  not  the  whole  of  the 
labourers  in  the  parish  ;  there  arc  some  as  to  which  I  could  not  arrive  at  the 
proper  data  ;  I  have  been  extremely  careful  only  to  put  in  those  which  I  could 
safely  trust  myself  with  that  they  were  correct ;  and  as  far  as  I  have  the  means 
of  judging,  they  arc  correct.  If,  on  a  subsequent  intpiiry,  other  parties  should 
find  they  are  not  correct,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  be  corrected  in  this  statement. 
As  far  as  I  have  the  means  of  obtaining  information,  both  from  the  retm-ns  that 
have  been  ordered,  and  the  statements  of  the  people  themselves,  I  believe  theni 
to  be  correct. 

283.  B  .'  7Sp7-  It 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       7807.  It  is  your  wisli,  I  understand,  then,  that  this  table  should  be  submitted 

7  to  the  Coniinittce,  in  order  that  inquiry  nii^ht  be  made  as  to  the  truth  of  the 

G  April  1838.  whole  of  this  statement  with  reiraid  to  these  diiferent  labourers  s'—i  have  a 
desire  that  this  should  be  laid  before  the  Committee. 

7S0S.  Will  you  state  the  means  that  you  took  to  s;et  at  the  earninsrs  of  these 
families  in  the  year  1834  ? — There  was  a  little  dilKeulty  in  knowini;  what  wages 
they  had  ;  and  the  way  I  judged  of  the  length  of  time  they  were  employed  was, 
that  I  applied  to  the  returns  which  have  been  moved  for  by  this  Committee  ; 
and  every  week  that  I  did  not  liiul  them  on  the  returns  1  gave  them  credit  for 
being  in  work,  so  that  I  did  not  allow  them  a  single  broken  day  if  they  were 
not  on  the  returns  ;  and  I  put  theiu  all  as  working  at  the  wages  they  had  when 
in  work. 

7800.  Did  you  ask  every  one  of  these  men  how  they  were  employed  in  1834, 
what  number  of  weeks,  and  the  occupations  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and 
what  number  of  weeks  on  tlie  jjarish  ? — I  did  ;  I  asked  them  that ;  but  in  order 
to  be  the  more  correct  as  to  the  number  of  weeks  they  were  on  the  parish  in 
1834,  I  apphed  to  the  returns,  and  took  the  account  from  the  returns  which  I 
found. 

7810.  Did  you  give  them  credit  in  this  return  for  the  number  of  weeks' 
employment  at  the  wages  which  they  stated  they  were  earning,  exclusive  of  the 
weeks  they  were  on  the  parish:* — 1  did. 

781 1.  And  that  is  the  way  in  which  you  arrived  at  the  number  of  weeks  they 
had  employment,  and  the  occupation  in  which  they  were  engaged  ? — Yes,  in 
1834. 

7812.  Mr.  Ilodyes.']  Was  that  before  or  after  the  new  law  ? — Before. 

7813.  Mr.  Ficlden.]  You  have  taken  the  whole  of  the  year  1834,  and  you  have 
also  taken  the  whole  of  the  year  1837,  to  show  the  condition  in  which  these 
labourers  were? — I  have. 

7814.  And  have  you  got  at  the  amount  of  earnings,  and  the  wages,  for  the  year 
1837? — In  that  instance  I  have  had  to  trust  to  the  luen  as  far  as  possible  ;  in 
1837  I  had  no  data  to  go  on  ;  I  could  not  apply  to  the  parish  books  in  1837  in 
the  manner  I  could  in  1834  ;  and  I  was  obliged  to  trust  in  that  instance  to  their 
memory  ;  but,  in  order  to  be  correct,  after  I  had  made  a  rough  draft  of  the 
table,  I  went  down  again,  took  the  table  with  me,  saw  the  labourers  themselves, 
and  read  it  over  to  them,  and  asked  if  it  was  correct,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment. 

781.5.  And  where  you  found  any  thing  incorrect  in  the  table  you  took  down 
with  you,  you  corrected  it  according  to  the  statement  of  these  men? — I  did. 

7816.  Do  vou  find  that  these  labourers,  with  the  exception  of  four  out  of  the 
48,  haA-e,  in  the  year  1837,  been  entirely  thrown  upon  their  own  resources? — I 
do  ;  I  find  four  receiving  parochial  rehef  in  1 837. 

7817.  So  that  44  of  these  labourers  have  had  no  relief  whatever  from  the 
parish  during  the  year  1837? — According  to  my  account;  according  to  the 
statement  they  have  made  to  me. 

7818.  And  having  obtained  the  number  of  weeks  they  have  been  employed, 
and  the  wages  they  received,  and  the  additional  sums  they  received  in  the  harvest 
months,  you  have  been  enabled  to  make  out  a  statement  satisfactoiy  to  yourself, 
provided  they  have  told  you  true,  as  to  what  was  the  income  of  these  different 
families  for  the  year  1837  ? — I  have. 

7819.  Will  you  state  the  number  who  received  relief  from  the  parish  in  1834? 
— Forty-three. 

7820.  Mr.  Baines-I  In  the  year  1834  there  were  43  out  of  that  number  on 
the  parish  rates,  in  the  year  1837  there  were  only  four? — Yes,  that  is  the 
statement. 

782 1 .  Mr.  Ficldev.]  Have  you  made  inquiry  as  to  the  earnings  of  the  families 
of  these  labourers? — I  have. 

7822.  As  well  as  the  earnings  of  the  labourers  themselves? — Yes. 

7823.  And  have  you  put,  in  difierent  colunms,  in  1834  and  1837,  the  whole  of 
the  earnings  of  the  families  ? — I  have. 

7824.  And  have  you  also  made  inquirj'  as  to  what  would  be  the  cost  of  fuel, 
and  the  charge  they  would  have  to  pay  for  rent,  for  those  two  years  ? — I  did  ; 
and  I  found  that  the  cost  of  fuel,  taking  winter  and  summer  together,  would  be, 
at  the  very  least  calculation,    1  s.   6  d.  a  week ;  in  winter  it  would  cost  2  s.  or 

more  : 
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more  ;  fuel  is  very  dear ;  but  when  I  stated  to  them  that  I  had  reckoned  Is.  6d.   Mr.  Jawpt  Turner. 

a  week  for  fuel,  the  statement  among  the  labourers  was  that  they  thought  I  had 

stated  it  low  enough.  6  April  1838. 

7825.  C/uiir?n(iu.]  Tliat  applies  equally  to  1834  and  1837? — The  same  to 
both  years. 

7(S2C.  Mr.  Fieldcn.']  Have  you  subtracted  the  outgoings  for  rent,  fuel  and 
lodging,  where  there  are  young  men,  from  the  gross  income  they  received  in 
wages  and  parish  reUef  in  the  year  1834  ? — Yes. 

7827.  Have  you  done  the  same  in  1837  ? — Yes,  in  the  case  of  young  men,  I 
have  deducted  from  them  1  s.  a  week,  for  washing  and  lodging  put  together, 
which  they  all  stated  was  quite  as  low  as  it  ought  to  be. 

7828.  Mr.  Bainrs.]  That  applies  equally  to  1834  and  1837? — Yes. 

7829.  Chairman.]  Are  the  rents  the  same  ? — Yes. 

78.30.  You  do  not  observe  any  difference  in  rents  ? — No,  they  do  not  leave 
their  houses  often  in  these  country  places. 

7831.  Remaining  in  their  houses,  is  their  any  difference  in  rent  ? — I  do  not 
find  any  as  regards  the  rent,  wuth  the  exception  of  two. 

7832.  In  those  cases  were  the  rents  lowered  or  raised? — In  one  instance,  the 
man  used  to  pay  no  rent,  but  subsequently  commenced  to  pay  rent ;  he  lived  in 
one  of  those  mud  cottages;  he  did  not  pay  rent  in  1834,  but  last  year  he  paid 
rent. 

7833.  Mr.  Fielden.]  By  taking  the  outgoings  for  rent,  fuel  and  lodging  from 
the  gross  wases,  which  you  have  ascertained  in  both  these  years,  you  have 
been  enabled  to  arrive  at  the  net  income  these  families  had,  applicable  lor  food, 
clothing,  and  so  on  ? — That  is  the  way  in  which  I  have  placed  the  amount  which 
they  had  coming  in. 

7834.  You  have  given  the  net  income  and  the  other  prior  items  in  separate 
columns  ? — All  in  separate  columns. 

7835.  And  have  you  made  a  calculation  what  is  the  amount  the  labourers  and 
their  families  had  per  head  per  week  during  the  year  1837  and  during  the  year 
1834  ? — I  have,  and  added  that  in  separate  columns  also. 

7836.  Will  you  read  the  amount  these  different  families  had  per  head  for 
subsistence  in  1834,  as  shown  in  your  table,  and  the  year  1837  at  the  same 
time  ? — I  will  begin  with  1834  ;  the  case  is  Joseph  Lingard,  a  jobbing  labourer, 
1*.  7^d. 

7837.  Now  read  the  items  right  down  the  column,  without  specifying  the 
name? — "  One  shilling  and  three-pence  half-penny,  Is.  G^d.,  2s.  Gf  d.,  ib'^d., 
4s.  l^d.,  ls.3id.,  2s.2'id.,  3s.8^d.,  4s.8rf.,  2*.  Gfrf.,  ls.9^d.,  5s.,  \s.\ld. 
3s.0^d.,  Is.  5d.,  2s.  (id.,  ls.2^d.,  2s.  8f  cZ.,  2s.  Old.,  Is.  9hd.,  Is.  4|rf., 
Is.  3|f/.,  Is.  1|</.,  Is.Sd.,  Is.  3if/.,  \s.3'id.,  2s.7\d.,  2s.  7^  t/.,  2s.  o|rf., 
Is.  9i(/.,  Is.OfJ.,  Is.  llf(/.,  Is.Uhd.,  2s.3frf.,  Is.  4^^.,  4s.  \d.,  2s.3ld., 
Is.  4\d.,  2s.  Ifri.,  2s.  5fd,  Is.  4hd.,  2s.  2|(/.,  2s.  2^d.,  Is.  7 ^d.,  is.  Id., 
2s.  7\d.,  2s.  Sd." 

7838.  Will  vou  begin  with  Joseph  Lingard  again,  and  begin  with  what  he  had 
in  1837  ?— I  wiU  ;  "Is.  Urf.." 

-  7839-  Go  thiough  the  list  in  succession,  in  the  same  manner,  showing  the 
amount  they  had  in  1837? — "One  shilling  and  five-pence,  \s.3hd..  Is.  7d., 
Is.  \hd.,  3s.,  7\d.,  Is.  5</.,  2s.2ld.,  Is.  8rf.,  4s.  2d.,  Is.  \\d.,  Uhd.,  4\d., 
2s.4d.,  Is.lOd.,  \s.5U-,9hd.,  Is.lljrf.,  2s.9j(/.,  Is.U^A,  ls.4|(/.,  lOhd., 
\0d.,  \s.4},d.,  \s.5\d.,  Is.  9i</.,  2s. 5d.,  Is.S^d.,  \s.4d.,  Is.dd.,  \s.2id., 
2s.  G.^(/.,  2s.  O^d.,  dd.,  5d.,2s.6d.,  Is.lld.,  Is.Gd.,  4s.  H}^d.,  Is.j^d.,  2s. Sd., 
ls.4d.,  2s.  2id.,  4s.  3d.,  4s.  3^-,    !«•  Gld.,  2s.  2d. 

7840.  Now  the  jirice  of  wheat  in  the  year  1834,  according  to  the  average 
returns,  was4Gs.  2d.  a  quarter,  and  in  1837  it  was  iios.  9d.  by  the  same  returns  ; 
will  you  state  the  number  of  pints  of  wheat  that  Joseph  Lingard  would  be  able  to 
buy  for  each  member  of  his  family  in  1834? — Joseph  Lingard's  income  in  1834 
would  have  bought  every  individual  of  his  family  18  pints  of  wheat  per  week. 

7841.  Will  jou  now  tell  what  the  others  in  succession  could  buy  with  the 
income  which  they  derived  per  week,  in  jiints  of  wheat,  in  the  same  year? — "  Four- 
teen and  three-tenths,  17,  28/^,  10,  4.j  •',  14/;,,  24/,,,  41  ^^^  52,  28 A,  20,  55 j^, 
21,^,,  33^,  IG,  28,  13^^,,  30,^,  22/,,  20,  15,^,  14,«„  12^.  ISA,  H/,,  14,^  29/,, 
29t1„  23,  19/-,  22,21/,,  25-,.  15^,,  45/,,  25/,.  15^  23a,  25a,  15^,  24^1,, 
24t?„18,34a,  29,5,." 

•283..  B  3  7S42.  Will 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       7842.  Will  you  read  wlmt  ])iiits  of  whciit  Joseph  Ling;ar(l  and  his  family  could 

■ furnish  with  tlie  income  thev  had  weekly  in  the   year  1837,  and  the  same  of  the 

6  April  1838.  labourers  which  follow  in  1837  ?— "  Ten  and  four-tenths,  13,  12,  14/n,  10,',,  27/;,, 
5/„  13,  20A,  15,^  38,^,,  10,^,,  8A,  3tV  '-^l^.  17,  13.-,,  7/,.  18,'„,  26,  10,',,  12,",. 
8,  7,V  12^  13^,  10/,,  22,^,,  16A,  12^,  13,  ll/„  23/,,  18/,,  G^^  3/,.  23, 
l/A,  H,  43/,,  13/,,  24/;,,  12,^,.  20'',  39/,,  39,  14/,,  20." 

7843.  From  the  table  you  have  <;;iven  in,  there  appears  to  he  several  famdies 
that  have  an  income  very  low  indeed  ? — No  doubt. 

7844.  From  the  poverty  that  you  have  witnessed  in  your  visits  to  the  Ampthill 
Union,  could  you  have  thouu;ht  that  persons  could  have  existed  upon  so  small  a 
pittance  as  is  described  in  these  tables? — I  could  not,  and  1  have  frequently  asked 
men  how  they  have  managed  to  live  at  all  under  those  circumstances. 

7S45.  Chnirm(in.'\  "What  have  they  told  you,  in  answer  to  that  question? — That 
they  could  not  tell  themselves,  but  that  they  did  live. 

7846.  Mr.  Fielden.]  The  pittance  on  which  that  table  shows  them  to  be 
retfuired  to  live  is  such,  that  you  are  not  surjjrised  to  hear  of  the  increase  of  crime 
that  you  have  heard  of  during  the  time  you  have  been  down  at  Ampthill?  — I 
am  not. 

7847.  Chairman.]  You  say  you  have  heard  of  the  increase  of  crime  since  you 
have  i)cen  at  Ampthill ;  are  you  aware  that  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  as  compared  with  preceding  years,  there  has  been  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  ofl'enders  committed  to  the  gaol  of  Bedford  to  the  amount  of  24 
])cr  cent.  ? — I  have  heard  it ;  I  have  not  seen  an  account  of  it. 

7848.  If  the  public  returns  should  be  correct,  how  do  you  reconcile  that  with 
the  ."Statement  that  crime  has  very  much  increased? — Because  there  are  a  great 
many  petty  crimes  that  are  never  brought  to  the  quarter  sessions,  nor  to  the 
county  gaol. 

7840.  What  notice  is  taken  of  those  petty  crimes  ? — Tlie  way  I  infer  an 
increase  of  crime  is,  from  the  accounts  I  have  met  with  from  every  intelligent 
person  in  that  part  of  the  country;  all  concur  in  stating,  those  I  have  conversed 
with,  that  there  is  an  increase. 

~S.'}0.  In  s])ite  of  the  public  evidence  of  a  diminution  ? — They  do  ;  that  is  the 
opinion  of  all  intelligent  persons. 

78.51.  Mr.  Babies.]  Are  they  less  subject  to  be  detected  in  the  year  1837  than 
they  were  in  the  year  1834  ? — I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

78.52.  Then,  if  they  are  not  less  subject  to  be  detected  in  one  year  than  the 
other,  is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that,  comparing  the  official  returns  that 
have  been  made,  those  returns  will  not  exhibit  the  fair  contrast  of  the  periods? — 
This  I  know,  that  the  fanners,  and  all  other  people,  are  often  complaining  of 
having  their  property  stolen,  and  they  all  declare  that  there  never  was  so  much 
stealing  of  that  kind  before  as  there  is  now. 

78.53.  Chairman.]  Do  you  undertake  to  say  that  is  the  general  language  of  the 
farmers  ? — I  do  undertake  to  say  that  it  is  the  general  language  of  the  farmers  ; 
I  do  not  say  universally,  but  to  a  gi-eat  extent. 

78.54.  Do  you  or  not  believe  that  the  farmers  residing  in  that  neighbourhood 
generally  sui)pose  that  crime  has  increased  ?  —My  impression  is,  that  they  gene- 
rally do,  not  universally. 

78 .5.5.  Are  you  aware,  long  before  this  law  was  introduced,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  certain  societies  for  the  protection  of  cattle  and  other  property  ? 
— I  am. 

78.56.  Are  those  societies  still  maintained  ? — They  had  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  reviving  that  society  while  I  have  been  at  Ampthill. 

78.57.  Did  you  sec  any  of  the  members  of  that  society? — I  did  not;  but  I 
know  there  was  a  meeting  convened ;  I  saw  the  placard  convening  the 
meeting. 

78.58.  Did  you  hear  any  statement  that  took  place  at  that  meeting? — I 
did  not. 

78,50.  Did  you  hear  whether  it  was  stated  at  that  meeting,  that  being  a  meet- 
ing of  farmers  interested  in  the  preservation  of  this  description  of  jjroperty,  that 
crime  had  increased  ? — I  have  heard  many  a  one  say  so. 

78G0.  Was  that  the  language  held  at" that  meeting? — I  do  not  know  what 
occurred  at  tliat  meeting. 

78G1 .  In  those  tables  which  you  have  produced  with  reference  to  48  labourers 

I  observe 
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I  observe  one  entry  in  1837  which  does  not  occur  in  1834,  among  wliat  you  call  M""-  Joma  Turner. 

outgoings  ;  I  observe  in   1837  an  entry  under  the  head  of  outgoings  for  benefit 

clubs?— Yes.  6  April  1838. 

7862.  I  do  not  observe  any  entry  for  out-goings  for  benefit  clubs  in  1834, 
there  is  no  similar  or  corresjjonding  entry  ?-^I  have  no  entry  for  benefit  clubs 
in  1834;  I  am  not  sure  whether  those  individuals  were  in  in  1834,  but  I  believe 
not;  I  know  that  those  were  in  benefit  clubs  in  1837  ;  they  have  established  a 
benefit  club  in  that  parish  and  those  are  members  of  it. 

78();3.  So  that  it  would  appear  in  1834,  those  parties  were  not  members  of 
benefit  clubs  ? — No. 

7864.  And  in  1837  they  were? — Yes. 

786,).  Do  you  take  these  subscriptions  to  benefit  clubs  as  evidence  of  their  cir- 
cumstances being  altered  for  the  worse  ?  — They  are  compelled;  in  consequence  of 
having  no  relief,  and  no  doctors  to  go  to,  in  the  manner  which  I  have  stated  on  a 
former  occasion,  they  are  driven  to  be  in  a  benefit  club  ;  some  few,  the  more  pru- 
dent of  the  working  people,  have  provided  themselves  with  benefit  clubs. 

78^)6.    Are  those  subscriptions  paid  regularly  ? — Fifteen  pence  a  month. 

7867.  Are  they  paid  regularly  ? — They  must  l)e,  or  they  are  excluded. 

7868.  Are  they  able  to  pay  them,  out  of  their  earnings?  — I  have  instances 
where  they  have  paid  them,  and  the  family  wanting  bread  at  the  same  time  ;  be- 
cause if  they  are  once  in,  and  do  not  keep  up  their  subscriptions,  they  are 
excluded  all  benefit,  and  rather  tlian  be  excluded,  they  will  submit  to  any 
privation. 

7Sr)(;).  Do  you  not  consider  a  subscription  to  a  benefit  club,  or  clothes  club,  or 
societies  of  that  description,  rather  an  evidence  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
labourer  who  subscribes  to  those  societies  are  not  very  bad  ? — I  cannot  take  it  that 
way,  for,  leaving  that  table  now,  there  are  other  instances  which  I  can  speak  more 
particularly  to  on  that  point;  there  was  one  I  know  who  was  in  a  benefit  club  in 
the  parish  of  Ampthill,  where  the  man  if  he  had  not  j)aid  his  subscri]nion  would 
have  been  excluded  ;  at  the  very  time  he  was  out  of  work  he  paid  the  money 
which  should  have  bought  his  children  bread  ;  and  his  goods  were  marked,  as  we 
call  it ;  an  inventory  was  taken  of  his  goods,  and  subsecj^uently  seized  for  rent 
witliin  a  very  few  weeks. 

7870.  Mr.  Ho(I(jrs.]  You  have  been  asked  whether  labourers  subscribing  to 
the  clothing  clubs  is  not  evidence  of  their  being  not  very  badly  off;  is  it  not 
clear  that  a  labouring  man  spends  some  part  of  his  money  in  clothing  ?  — Some 
he  must. 

7871.  If  that  be  so,  is  it  not  also  clear,  if  he  subscribes  to  a  clothing  club,  he 
will  get  more  clothes  for  that  sum  he  so  subscribes,  than  if  he  took  that  particu- 
lar sum,  and  laid  it  out  at  a  shop  ?—  I  should  think  he  would  ;  but  I  have  no 
data. 

7872.  Are  you  not  aware  that  to  those  clothing  clubs,  richer  people,  clergj-men, 
and  many  other  people,  subscribe,  and  the  i)oor  have  the  benefit  of  tlie  subscrip- 
tion of  their  richer  neighbours,  in  addition  to  their  own  little  contributions  ? — 
I  have  no  information  as  to  that  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

7873.  Ai-e  you  aware  that  in  that  part  of  the  country  from  which  you  come 
there  are  no  such  societies  ? — I  have  known  clothing  clubs,  but  I  have  not  met 
with  any  thing  of  that  sort  in  Bedfordshire,  but  there  may  be  such,  but  I  do  not 
know  they  exist. 

7874.  Then  the  fact  of  a  labourer  subscribing  to  a  club  of  that  sort  can  be 
easily  accounted  for,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  obtaining,  for  whatever  he 
subscribed,  a  larger  (jnantity  of  clothes  than  if  he  took  that  money  to  a  shop? 
— Certainly. 

787.5.  Chairmnn.']  Are  these  clothing  clubs  or  benefit  clubs  ?— No,  they  are 
for  provision  in  case  of  sickness. 

7876.  For  the  head  of  the  family  or  all  the  family? — For  the  head  of  the 
family. 

7877.  It  is  paid  during  sickness  ?— Yes,  it  is  ;  (i.v.  or  7^.  a  week  ;  that  does 
not  give  him  any  advantage  of  medical  attcnilance  to  his  family,  only  to  himself. 

7878.  And  a  certain  amount  of  money  ? — Yes,  7s.  a  week,  and  medical  attend- 
ance to  himself. 

787().  Have  you  the  terms  of  those  clubs?  -I  have  at  home  ;  I  know  one  of 
the  parties  subscribing  to  this  club,  who  now  receives  7s.  a  week  and  medical 
attendance. 

-'^.3-  B  4  7880.  It 
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Mr.  Jnmrs  Turiiir.       7S80.  It  must  bc  a  great  assistance  to  the  labourer? — Yes. 

■     7881.  It  tends  very  much  to  increase  the  general   [irovidence  of  their  habits, 

6  April  1833.       if  they  subscribe  to  these  clubs? — Those  who  are  members  are  better  off  in  this 
respect  than  the  rest. 

7882.  They  are  men  of  the  most  regular  character? — Yes,  that  is  what 
I  mean. 

78SJ.  Mr.  Bullies.]  When  was  this  benefit  club  established? — I  do  not  exactly 
know,  but  within  the  last  three  or  lour  years. 

788/j.   Chairman.]  Has  it  been  established  since  the  introduction  of  the  new 
~  Poor  Law  ? — I  do  not  know. 

788-,.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Will  you  state  what  became  of  the  family  to  which  you 
alluded,  which  had  an  inventory  taken  of  their  furniture,  after  having  paid  their 
quarterly  subscription  to  the  benefit  club?— His  name  was  John  Govver,  of 
Anipthill ;  he  had  his  little  furniture,  what  he  had,  taken  for  rent,  and  I  saw 
the  man  coming  to  beg  some  straw  to  make  a  bed  for  himself ;  and  that  was 
within  a  very  short  time  after  he  had  paid  his  contribution  to  his  benefit  club. 
7880.  Did  he  go  to  a  farmer  and  beg  the  straw  ? — Yes,  a  small  farmer. 

7887.  After  this  suffering  you  have  described  in  your  former  evidence,  in  con- 
sctjuence  of  relief  for  the  poor  having  been  withdrawn  from  able-bodied  labourers, 
do  you  not  think  they  will  strain  every  nerve  to  do  something  to  provide  against 
a  time  of  sickness? — Cei'tainly  ;  and  that  is  the  reason  why  they  use  every  exer- 
tion possible  to  be  members  of  the  benefit  societies,  in  consecjuence  of  the  priva- 
tions which  tliey  endure  through  having  no  relief",  in  the  manner  I  have  before 
stated. 

7888.  It  is  no  indication,  in  your  mind,  of  any  increase  of  their  means  ? — Not 
at  all. 

7889.  In  your  table  you  have  shown  the  increase  of  the  means  has  considerably 
diminished  ?  — I  have. 

7890.  Notwithstanding  this  benefit  club  has  been  established,  and  a  few 
having  enrolled  their  names  in  this  club  ? — I  have  shown  that  there  is  a  decrease 
in  their  comforts,  notwithstanding  there  is  an  increase  in  the  benefit  club. 

7891.  In  that  table  that  you  have  put  in,  I  think  there  is  no  mention  of  task- 
work in  it  ? — There  is  not. 

7892.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  you  have  heard  as  to  the  wages 
paid  for  task -work  ? — The  price  of  task-work,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
it,  is,  for  thrashing,  from  l.v.  6d.  to  1*.  8fZ.  per  load  of  five  bushels;  in  1834, 
four  years  ago,  the  price  would  have  been  from  Is.  lOd.  to  2*. 

7S93.  That  is  the  information  you  have  received  relative  to  that  district  as  to 
task-work  ? — Yes. 

7894.  Can  you  tell  the  other  descriptions  of  task -work  in  wdiich  labourers  are 
employed  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ? — Draining  is  usually  done  by  task,  by  the 
score  of  poles. 

7895.  Is  there  any  other?— Hedging  and  ditching  is  done  by  the  pole. 

7896.  W^ill  you  now  state,  as  far  as  information  enables  you,  what  price  is 
paid  for  draining  now,  and  what  price  was  paid  before  the  new  law  came  into 
operation  ? — The  price  is  various,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  work  ;  but  that 
(juality  of  work  for  which  in  1834  they  received  C^s.  a  score  of  poles,  they  now 
for  the  same  sort  receive  45.  for  a  score  of  poles. 

7897.  That  is  for  draining  ? — Yes. 

7898.  Will  you  state  the  price  paid  for  hedging  and  ditching? — That  varies 
according  to  the  quality  and  description  of  the  hedge  and  ditch  that  is  made, 
but  the  ordinary  sort  of  hedging  and  ditching  in  a  common  way,  that  used  to  be 
6d.  a  pole,  is  now  very  often  done  at  4d.,  and  very  few  give  more  than  5d. 

78()9.  Is  there  any  other  description  of  task-work  which  you  have  in  your 
recollection  ?— Mowing  is  generally  done  by  the  acre. 

7900.  Has  that  varied  in  price  ? — That  used  to  be  3.9.  an  acre  ;  it  is  now 
done  for  2s.  Gd. ;  they  have  about  three  or  four  pints  of  beer  an  acre  in  addition, 
but  the  money  price  has  dropped  from  3  s.  to  2s.  6d. ;  the  beer  is  the  same  as 
they  had  before. 

7901.  From  the  information  you  \\ave  received,  I  gather  that  task-work  has 
declined  in  price  ;  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  one-sixth  on  certain  descriptions 
of  task-work,  and  on  other  descriptions  of  task- work  there  has  been  a  reduction 
of  one-fourth  ? — That  is  the  information  I  have  received. 

7902.  Did 
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7902.  Did  you  receive  that  information  from  various  persons,  and  from  persons  Mr.  Jamn  Turner. 
whom  you  thought  hkely  to  know  ? — Both  lahourers  and  farmers.  

7903.  Did  any  of  the  farmers  assign  any  reason  to  you  for  tliis  reduction  in  6  April  1838. 
the  price  of  task-work  r — Thoy  stated,  one  farmer  especially  stated,   that   he 

could  have  his  work  done  at  any  price  he  liked ;  hut  I  did  not  hear  any  par- 
ticular reason  assigned  why,  but  that  there  was  a  general  decUne  in  the  price  of 
task-work. 

7904.  If  the  labour,  either  by  day-work  or  task-work,  had  not  been  very  low, 
do  you  think  that  the  labourers  could  have  been  induced  to  leave  their  own 
district  to  go  into  the  north? — Certainly  not. 

790.5.  And  especially  at  such  sums  as  you  have  reason  to  believe  were  offered 
to  them  ? — I  slaould  think  not,  if  the  remuneration  had  been  in  a  proper 
manner. 

7906.  Chairman.']  You  think  the  remuneration  of  the  labourers  was  better 
under  the  former  law,  including  their  assistance  from  the  parish  ? — Yes. 

7907.  Do  you  know  that,  under  the  former  state  of  the  law,  persons  went 
to  the  manufacturing  districts  in  considerable  numbers  ? — I  am  not  aware  of 
that. 

7908  Mr.  Fielden.]  If,  in  this  statement,  where  the  wages  are  put  down  as 
being  weekly,  any  of  those  are  employed  at  task-work,  what  reason  did  the  men 
assign  for  the  wages  being  put  down  by  the  week  ? — They  state  how  much  they 
can  earn  by  the  week  ;  they  state,  if  they  are  thrashing  for  instance,  that  they 
can  earn  so  much  a  week ;  and  as  much  as  they  state  they  can  earn  a  week,  I 
put  down  in  that  table. 

7909.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  labour  of  some  of  those  emploved 
on  task-work  is  limited  to  what  will  enable  them  to  cam  this  sum,  and  no  more  ? 
— As  far  as  I  could  derive  any  information  upon  that  point,  they  generally  let 
their  work  by  the  great  at  such  a  price  as  the  men  could  make  at  regular  day 
wages,  and  a  trifle  more  ;  but  in  no  instance  that  I  could  tind  did  they  earn  more 
than  I  s.  more  than  those  that  were  employed  at  task-work. 

7910.  Have  you  another  table  which  you  wish  to  submit  to  the  Committee  of 
able-bodied  labourers,  both  before  the  new  law  and  since  the  new  law,  who  have 
not  received  parochial  relief  in  either  1834  or  1837  ? — I  have,  of  that  class  of 
labourers  who  were  in  full  employment  in  1834  and  in  1837  ;  I  am  preparing  a 
table  of  that  description  of  labourers,  but  I  had  not  time  to  get  it  ready. 

7911.  The  number  of  labourers  in  that  class  you  make  out  to  be  30  in  the 
parish  of  Westoning  ? — Yes. 

7912.  And  that  table  will  show  the  state  of  the  labourers  there,  who  are  what 
are  called  independent  labourers,  both  before  and  since  the  law  ? — Yes. 

7913.  Chairman.]  You  seem  to  have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  parish  of 
Westoning  ? — I  was  desirous  of  confining  my  particular  remarks  to  a  single 
parish,  so  that  I  might  be  able  to  draw  out  a  table  of  that  description  for  one 
particular  parish. 

7914.  What  was  your  reason  for  selecting  the  parish  of  Westoning  r — There 
were  two  reasons ;  first,  that  it  was  entirely  a  rural  parish  ;  and  the  second  was, 
that  there  was  an  intelhgent  man  who  lived  in  the  parish,  who  could  give  me 
some  little  assistance,  perhaps  more  than  I  could  have  obtained  in  other  parishes  ; 
those  were  the  reasons  why  I  selected  that  parish  more  than  any  other. 

7915.  Do  you  believe  the  circumstances  of  the  labourers  and  the  farmers  to 
be  the  same  in  Westoning  as  in  the  other  parishes  of  the  Ampthill  Union  ■ — 
I  could  not  see  any  great  deal  of  difference  ;  but  upon  the  whole  I  should  think 
that  the  condition  was  rather  lower  in  that  parish  than  in  some  others. 

79 1 G.  You  do  not  think  the  condition  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  of 
Westoning  will  be  a  fair  criterion  of  the  others  in  the  union  ? — It  would  not  be 
the  best  or  worst. 

7917.  Mr.  Walker.]  Would  it  be  a  fair  criterion? — I  think  it  would,  for  this 
reason  ;  there  are  in  that  i)arish  12  or  13  labourers  who  live  in  the  parish,  but 
who  do  not  work  in  it,  and  they  receive  10 5.  a  week;  so  that,  taking  them  into 
account,  it  will  place  the  labourers  of  that  parish  on  a  footing  with  the  labourers 
of  other  parishes ;  and  taking  the  benefit  that  those  labourers  receive  who  work 
out  of  the  parish  and  receive  10  s.  a  week,  I  can  state  the  average. 

7918.  Mr.  Fielden.]  It  would  not  have  been  possible  for  you,  in  the  time  you 
have  been  down  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  to  take  more  than  one  parish  ? — It 
would  not. 

283.  ■  c  79' 9-  ■Ajid 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       701 0-  And  Westoning  being  a  smaller  parish  than  some  of  the  others,  that 

information  was  sooner  obtained  ?  —Yes  ;  and  that  intelligent  person  being  in  the 

6  April  1838.  plaee,  who  rendered  me  some  little  assistanee,  was  the  reason  why  tliat  was 
chosen  in  preference  to  another. 

79.20.  You  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  you  could,  where  you  made  inquiries, 
to  get  the  best  information  you  could  <" — I  have. 

7921.  Westoning,  from  the  returns  published  by  the  Poor  Law  Commission- 
ers, was  perhaps  paying  heavier  rates  than  any  other  parish  ?— According  to  the 
returns  it  was  ;  but  it  ought  to  have  been  stated  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
land  in  that  parish  that  was  not  rated  ;  so  that,  judging  from  that  part  that  was 
rated,  it  would  appear  as  if  that  was  paying  more  rates  than  another  parish  ; 
there  was  a  portion  of  common  land  that  was  not  rated,  and  the  farmers  holding 
land  there  paid  higher  for  that  which  was  rated. 

7()22.  If  the  rates  w-ere  heavier  and  the  poor  were  more  upon  the  parish  in 
that  parish  than  in  any  other  parish,  is  it  not  fair  to  infer  that  there  should  be  a 
more  manifest  improvement  in  that  parish  than  in  any  other  ?— Certainly,  there 
should  be  ;  the  rates  being  considered  higher  there  than  in  any  other  parish  ;  the 
improvement  ought  to  have  been  greater  there  than  in  other  places,  because  it  was 
supposed  to  be  the  worst. 

7923.  Chairman.'}  The  heaviness  of  the  rates  in  Westoning  parish,  as  compared 
with  other  parishes  in  the  union,  would  be  evidence  of  a  greater  amount  of 
poverty  in  that  parish  than  in  others? — Yes;  but  as  I  stated,  a  part  of  this 
land  was  not  rated,  so  that  the  part  which  was  rated  appeared  to  be  rated  heavier 
than  it  would  have  been  if  the  whole  had  been  rated. 

7924.  Mr.  Hodges.]  When  you  state  that  persons  said  to  you  that  they  could  not 
tell  how  thev  lived,  did  you  observe  whether  the  appearance  of  the  men  or  their 
families  indicated  their  existing  on  insufficient  food  or  food  less  nutritive  than  that 
obtained  by  others  ?— Some  of  them  to  a  great  extent. 

71)25.  With  regard  to  beer,  did  you  discover  whether  beer  was  given  at  other 
times  except  at  mowing  or  harvest  times ; — No  ;  I  could  not  perceive  that 
it  was. 

7926.  Did  you  inquire  about  that? — Not  particularly  ;  1  did  not. 

7()27.  Mr.  Babies.']  In  some  of  the  returns  which  you  have  given  in,  you  state 
that  there  are  persons  living  upon  4:^</.  a  week,  in  one  case? — There  is  one  of 
that  description. 

7928.  Is  that  an  average  for  the  year  ?— Yes. 

7929.  Do  you  believe  that  that  person  could  continue  to  live  through  the  year 
with  an  average  of  ^id.  a  week? — That  is  his  income ;  how  he  lives  I  do  not 
know. 

7930.  Chairman.]  That  is  the  income  he  states  to  you  ? — Yes,  and  I  believe 
that  to  be  the  income  that  he  has ;  it  is  Phillips  who  has  a  wife  and  three 
children. 

7931.  Mr.  Baines.]  There  were  then  four  persons  in  one  family  living  through 
the  year  upon  the  average  of  4^r/.  each  for  the  week  ? — That  is  the  statement  that 
he  riiakes  to  me  of  liis  earnings  ;  and  when  I  had  put  it  down  I  was  more  par- 
ticular about  that  man,  his  sum  being  the  lowest,  than  I  was  with  any  other  ;  he 
had  not  been  married  long  to  a  young  widow,  who  had  either  two  or  three 
children ;  but,  however,  they  now  have  three ;  and  I  })articularly  asked  him 
about  his  income  ;  and  when  I  went  down  the  second  time  on  purpose,  I  saw  him, 
and  he  stated  that  that  was  correct,  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  other 
labourers. 

7932.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  allowance  made  to  an  old  sick  person  for  out- 
door relief?  —  !  have  not  met  with  any  receiving  more  than  2s.  and  2s.  6d. ;  that 
is  the  general  allowance. 

7933-  Upon  that  income  can  they  live  comfortably  ? — I  do  not  know  whether 
they  can  or  not. 

7934.  If  they  cannot  live  comfortably  upon  an  income  of  2s.  6rf.,  how  do  you 
think  it  possible  for  persons  to  live  upon  an  income  of  4;^^  ?— I  do  not  say  they 
can  live  comfortably  upon  4^6?. 

7935.  I  do  not  ask  whether  they  can  live  comfortably;  but  if  persons  cannot 
live  comfortably  upon  2s.  6d.  a  week,  how  can  those  persons  to  whom  you  refer, 
live  upon  4ijrf.  You  have  stated  that  in  this  case  the  income  was  4|d. ;  and 
you  have  also  stated  that  the  allowance  to  persons  who  were  entirely  dependent 
upon  relief,  is  2s.  (Jd. ;  and  that  upon  that  they  cannot  live  comfortably ;  how  do 

the 
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the  families  that  you  allude  to  live  at  all,  when  the  average  income  is  4id? — I  Mr.  James  Tuner. 

cannot  tell ;  but  I  am  quite  certain  tiiat  they  cannot  live  upon  that  ;  they  must        — 

have  some  other  means  eitlier  one  way  or  another.  G  April  1838. 

7936.  Do  not  you  believe  that  when  tliis  income  is  stated  to  you  at  4id., 
you  must  to  a  certain  extent  be  deceived  as  to  the  earnings  of  the  persons  so 
situated? — If  I  was  deceived  it  was  in  the  presence  of  a  certain  number  of  other 
individuals,  and  the  labourers  are  not  that  sort  of  people,  that  they  would  make 
wilful  untruths  in  the  presence  of  other  individuals,  who  know  their  circum- 
stances and  are  connected  with  them. 

7937.  Exercise  your  own  understanding,  and  put  the  case  together ;  here  is 
one  person  receiving  2s.  Gd.  a  week,  ujion  which  you  say  he  cannot  live  com- 
fortably ;  there  is  another  case  of  a  person  living  upon  4id.  a  week  ;  how  can 
you  reconcile  the  two? — I  cannot  reconcile  them,  because  I  cannot  tell  how  they 
live  upon  that. 

7938.  Do  you  believe  that  they  do  live  upon  4id.  ? — I  believe  that  they  must 
have  some  other  means  of  keeping  themselves  ;  but  that  that  is  the  income  that 
they  have  from  wages ;  that  I  do  believe. 

7939.  But  in  those  cases,  it  being,  in  your  opinion,  scarcely  possible  to  main- 
tain hfe  upon  the  average  which  would  result  from  that  statement,  do  not  you 
believe  that  they  must  have  some  means  which  they  did  not  disclose  to  you  ? — 
That  is  my  impression. 

7940.  What  is  the  name  of  the  family  that  is  stated  to  live  upon  4|rf.  per  head 
per  week  ? — His  name  is  William  Phillips. 

7941 .  Mr.  Fichlcn.]  Is  not  his  name  John  Knight  ? — It  is  ;  I  made  a  mistake  ; 
I  can  now  explain  it. 

7942.  Chairma7i.]  The  family  whom  you  describe  to  live  during  the  year  upon 
an  average  of  4f  d.  per  head  per  week,  appears  to  consist  of  an  old  man  and  his 
wife  ;  there  are  no  small  children  ? — No. 

7943.  To  such  parties,  if  they  were  receiving  parochial  relief  out  of  the  house, 
and  were  entirely  dependent  upon  parochial  relief,  the  income  would  be  5*. 
a  week? — Four  or  five  shillings. 

7944.  Upon  that  income  of  4s.  or  5s.  a  week,  which  would  be  2s.  or  2s.  6d. 
a  week  for  each,  could  they,  in  your  opinion,  hve  comfortably? — There  would 
be  no  very  great  luxury ;  it  would  not  be  very  comfortable  Uving,  but  it  would 
be  a  living. 

794.5.  It  would  be  barely  a  li\'ing? — It  would  be  barely  a  living. 

7946.  That  being  what  you  consider  necessary  for  a  bare  living,  how  do  you 
consider  it  possible  that  those  other  parties,  consisting  of  an  old  man  and  his 
wife,  should  be  able  to  live  through  the  year  upon  4|rf.  a  week  each  ? — In  1834 
he  is  stated  to  have  four  children  ;  he  has  now  none  ;  they  are  gone  out 
to  service,  and  they  contribute  a  Uttle  to  their  maintenance ;  that  she  states 
distinctly. 

7947.  Then  they  are,  in  point  of  fact,  not  living  upon  the  incomes  of  4 id. 
each  ? — That  is  their  income  in  wages  which  they  have  coming  in ;  but  what  they 
have  besides, — their  children  give  them  a  trifle. 

7948.  To  what  extent  their  children  contribute  to  their  support  you  perhaps  do 
not  know  ? — No,  I  do  not  know. 

7949.  Mr.  Baiiies.l  Does  not  this  open  a  new  feature  upon  the  whole  of  your 
evidence ;  because  you  now  state  that  those  persons  may  have  other  sources  of 
support ;  but  your  return  states  only  their  wages  ;  therefore  if  this  family  had  other 
means  of  support  there  may  be  other  famihes  in  the  same  situation,  who  are  de- 
riving support  from  their  relations  who  may  be  in  circumstances  to  give  them 
support  ? — Yes  ;  but  there  are  not  any  other  families  who  have  children  out  at 
service  in  the  manner  these  have. 

79,50.  Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say  that  of  those  4G  famihes  there  are 
none  of  them  that  have  children  that  are  contributing  in  any  way  to  their  support  ? 
— I  cannot  attempt  to  say  that. 

7951.  Does  that  return  which  you  have  made  to  this  Committee  include  the 
whole  of  the  income  of  the  families,  or  docs  it  include  only  the  income  that  tliey 
derive  from  wages  ? — As  far  as  I  am  able  to  procure  the  information,  it  gives  the 
whole  that  they  receive  from  wages  or  from  parochial  relief ;  if  they  receive  any 
thing  from  charity  that  I  cannot  take  any  account  of 

70.52.  Or  if  tliey  receive  any  thing  iVom  their  children? — This  instance  of 
Knight's  is  a  peculiar  instance  ;  the  family  are  peculiarly  situated  from  any  of  the 

2S3.  '  c  2  others, 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  others,  bv  having  three  children,  that  had  gone  out  to  service  in  the  last  year.    As 

far  as  that  goes,  I  could  not  pretend  to  arrive  at  any  data  of  what  they  might 

.    6  April  1838.      receive,  either  from  cliarity  or  from  their  children  who  might  be  out  at  service. 

70.53.  Then  the  return  that  you  have  made  does  not  include  any  thing  that 
either  they  or  any  other  persons  may  receive,  either  from  their  families  or  by 
way  of  charity  ? — It  does  not 

7954.  Mr.  Fielden.]  This  was  an  old  man  who  was  on  the  parish  books  in 
1834  ;  you  there  find  him  receiving  relief,  and  when  he  had  a  family  of  four 
children  with  him,  it  appears  ? — Yes. 

7955.  Could  he  not  in  1834  obtain  as  much  assistance  from  his  children  as 
in  1837? — They  were  then  at  home  making  straw  plait,  all  living  with  him, 
and  mv  impression  is  that  he  stood  as  much  in  need  of  parish  relief  in  1837  as 
he  did'in  1834. 

7956.  Do  you  know  his  children  at  all  ? — I  do  not  ;  they  live  at  a  distance. 
I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  children  ;  one  lives  at  Leighton,  I 
believe. 

7957.  In  a  gentleman's  family,  as  a  servant  ? — I  think  not  ;  they  are  living 
as  farm  servants,  I  believe,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

7958.  Mr.  Bdi/ies.]  There  is  another  family  that  is  returned  with  an  average 
income  of  9  d.  per  week,  James  Brinckley  ;  do  you  know  any  thing  particular  of 
that  family? — I  know  that  it  is  a  family  that  have  been  very  badly  ofi'  indeed  ; 
and,  as  a  proof  of  that,  they  have  been  in  the  workhouse  since  the  data  were  col- 
lected to  make  the  table  on,  so  that  one  may  fairly  presume  from  that  that  they 
are  not  in  good  circumstances. 

7959.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  any  other  source  of  income  than  that 
which  you  return,  of  9d.  a  Aveek  per  head? — They  have  not,  that  I  am  aware 
of;  I  do  not  believe  that  they  have. 

7960.  There  is  another  family  with  5  d.  per  head,  William  Lingar ;  do  you 
know  any  thing  of  that  family  ? — Yes. 

7961.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  particulars  you  have  regarding 
it? — He  is  one  of  those  men  whom  I  spoke  of  the  other  day,  when  Lord  John 
Russell  was  asking  nie  about  the  farmers  not  being  Avilling  to  employ  the 
labourers,  because  they  were  inclined  to  go  about  ])oaching,  and  such  like ;  he 
is  one  of  those  that,  because  he  has  no  work,  goes  poaching,  and  because  he 
goes  poaching,  he  has  no  work. 

7962.  Did  he  state  to  you  how  much  he  derived  from  poaching? — No,  I  think 
not ;  I  think  I  could  not  ask  such  a  question  as  that. 

7963.  That  would  be  a  source  of  income  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  a  source  of  income 
that  I  could  not  get  at  any  data  to  put  in  the  table. 

7964.  In  stating  the  annual  income,  or  weekly  income,  it  would  not  be  requisite 
that  he  should  state  what  was  the  particular  source  from  which  it  came  ;  but  he 
could  have  stated,  geneially,  what  was  the  amount  ? — He  states  that  he  was  out 
of  work  eight  months  during  the  year  1837. 

7065.  Did  you  understand  from  that,  that  having  no  work  for  eight  months, 
he  received  no  income  for  eight  months  ? — I  do  not  know  how  he  could  live  ;  it 
was  not  for  me  to  ask  him ;  I  asked  what  quantity  of  work  he  had  in  that  year, 
and  he  states  that  he  had  no  work  for  eight  months. 

796(5.  But  you  are  capable  yourself  of  judging  whether  a  man  could  live  for 
eight  months  without  income  ? — He  could  not  live  for  eight  months  without 
income. 

79(57.  Then,  if  he  stated  that  to  you  which  you  knew  to  be  untrue,  was  it  not 
proper  that  you  should  have  guarded  this  Committee  against  being  misled  by 
this  statement  ? — It  is  not  my  intention  to  mislead  this  Committee  or  any  other 
Committee. 

7968.  Is  not  the  natural  tendency  of  having  made  a  return  of  that  kind, 
without  having  stated  that  fact,  to  mislead  ? — I  state,  in  that  return,  the  amount 
of  wages  that  the  men  receive  ;  I  state  the  amount  extra  that  they  receive  in 
harvest ;  I  state  the  amount  of  earnings  of  their  families  ;  but  I  could  not  bring 
a  statement  of  that  description  to  any  data  ;  nor  did  I  think  that  I  was  mislead- 
ing the  Committee  by  putting  such  a  table  in. 

7969.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Did  you  think  that  you  ought  to  add  to  the  statement  of 
the  income  of  the  labourers  what  they  may  derive,  either  from  poaching,  or  from 
the  commission  of  any  other  crime  ? — I  did  not. 

7970.  Mr.  Baines.]  But  you  did  not  think,  that  in  making  the  return  which 

was 
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was  meant  to  give  instruction  and  information  to  the  Committee,  you  should    Mr--^'"""  Turner. 

have  stated,   in  some  way  or  other,  that  there  were  eight  months  in  the  year  for 

which  there  was  a  return  of  no   income  whatever,  and  that  you  must  therefore  -  pn  1  3  . 

presume  that  the  return  was  not  correct  ? — I  could  not  presume  that  it  was  not 

correct,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  correct. 

7Q71.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Have  you  not  given  the  number  of  weeks  that  William 
Lingar  was  employed  in  the  year  ? — I  have  stated  that  he  was  employed  four 
months  in  the  year,  that  is  16  weeks,  and  that  he  receives  so  much  money 
during  the  time ;  and  when  I  state  that,  I  think  I  am  not  misleading  the  Com- 
mittee, because  I  believe  it  to  be  true. 

7972.  Mr.  Baines.']  But  are  you  not  misleading  the  Committee,  inasmuch  as 
you  do  not  state  that  there  is  a  long  period  during  which  he  is  not  receiving  any 
income  at  all  ?— I  did  not  attempt  to  show  that  he  had  any  other  income,  or 
had  not ;  I  showed  that  he  had  this  amount  of  money  from  wages,  and  so  much 
from  the  earnings  of  his  family ;  and  if  he  had  means  of  procuring  income  in 
some  other  way  which  was  not  authorized  by  law,  I  did  not  think  that  I  was 
misleading  the  Committee  in  not  giving  the  amount  of  it ;  I  show  in  my  table 
the  amount  of  the  earnings  of  every  man  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  get  it ;  I  show 
the  amount  of  his  extra  allowance  for  harvest  ;  I  show  the  amount  that  he  receives 
from  parish  relief,  and  also  the  amount  that  he  receives  from  the  earnings  of  his 
wife  and  children ;  that  is  what  I  show  in  this  table,  and  if  I  tind  him  for  eight 
months  without  any  means  of  living,  every  one  who  sees  that,  may  naturally 
suppose  that  this  has  a  tendency  to  drive  men  to  do  that  which  they  would  not 
otherwise  do. 

7973.  What  I  ask  is,  whether  you  were  not  yourself  convinced,  when  the 
return  was  made,  that  it  was  not  a  correct  return  ? — I  was  not. 

7974.  You  thought  that  he  could  live  for  eight  months  without  any  income  ? — 
I  did  not  think  so,  but  I  thought  it  a  correct  return  according  to  the  heads, 
which  I  have  put  to  every  column  that  I  have  put  in,  I  have  put  down  under 
every  head  what  the  amounts  are,  and  put  them  separate. 

7975.  Mr.  Fielden.^  Have  you  not  taken  every  pains  to  inquire,  and  to  inform 
yourself  correctly  ? — I  have,  and  this  man  I  saw. 

7976.  If  you  have  been  deceived  by  the  representation  of  any  labourer,  would 
you  be  glad  to  have  it  corrected  ? — I  stated  before  that  I  should  be  very  glad,  if 
I  had  been  deceived,  or  had  made  a  wrong  statement,  to  be  corrected. 

7977.  In  the  case  of  this  man,  William  Lingar,  you  state  him  to  be  a  sub- 
scriber to  one  of  those  benetit  clubs  of  15s.;  did  you  receive  that  information 
from  him  ? — I  did. 

7978.  And  therefore  the  fact  of  being  a  subscriber  to  a  benefit  club  does  not 
show  that  a  man  is  either  an  industrious  labourer,  or  a  provident  labourer  ? — It 
does  not. 

7979.  Chairman.]  Have  you  not,  in  answer  to  the  question  which  was  put  to 
you  just  now,  stated  that  those  who  subscribed  to  benetit  societies  were  the  most 
regular  and  industrious  of  the  46  labourers  r — IMost  of  them,  but  not  every  one. 

79811.  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  subscribing  to  those  benetit  societies  is  a 
proof  that  the  man  is  not  in  destitute  circumstances,  and  that  his  conduct  is 
regular  ? — But  I  stated  in  answer  to  that,  that  the  man  was  not  in  good  circum- 
stances, and  yet  had  subscribed. 

7981.  But  generally,  if  you  found  that  in  a  particular  parish  a  certain  number 
of  labourers  were  subscribing  to  those  societies,  and  others  not,  before  you 
entered  into  an  examination  of  their  circumstances,  should  not  you  consider  the 
fact  of  their  subscribing,  an  indication  that  they  were  not  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, and  that  they  were  amongst  the  most  regular  men  in  the  parish? — I 
should  take  that  to  be  the  general  rule,  but  not  always  the  case. 

7982.  Mr.  Fielden.]  This  Lingar,  it  appears,  was  on  the  parish  books  in  1834, 
and  received  in  that  year  3/.  2  s.   (if/,  relief? — That  is  in  the  returns. 

7983.  You  show  hun  in  this  table  to  have  an  income  of  4  .s-.  Id.  per  head  in 
the  year  1834  ;  that  is,  for  himself,  he  being  a  single  man  ? — He  was  not  mamed 
in  1834. 

7984.  In  1837  you  put  him  down  as  being  tliree  in  the  family ;  is  that  himself 
and  wife  and  a  child  ? — It  is. 

7985.  And  all  you  have  been  able  to  collect  from  him  as  to  what  he  receives 
in  wages,  amounts  to  i>d.  per  week  per  head  for  everv  member  of  the  family? 
—Yes. 

283.  c  3  798C.   CJiainnan.] 
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hlr.Jatnes Turner.       7p8<^-  Chairman.]  Do  you  believe  that  the  family  Hves  upon  5d.  a  head? — 

I  do  not. 

6Apnli83S.  TOP*?.  What  other  earnings   do  you  believe  the  man  has? — 1  have  before 

stated  that  he  is  one  of  those  families  to  which  I  referred  wiien  I  stated  to  Lord 
John  Russell,  the  otiier  day,  that  some  of  the  farmers  were  not  willing  to  employ 
labourers,  because  tliey  went  poaching. 

7988.  Mr.  Baine.<i.]  Do  you  think  that  a  man  with  an  income  of  5f/.  a  head 
for  each  member  of  his  family  Jier  week  would  become  a  subscriber  to  a  benefit 
society? — Not  out  of  5^/.  a  head,  lie  would  not. 

7989.  Mr.  Fielden.]  In  the  case  of  James  Brinckley  ;  this  man  appeared  to  be 
upon  the  parish,  and  received  15/.  4  s.  in  the  year  1.s;M? — He  did. 

7990.  In  the  year  1837,  there  is  no  relief  from  the  parish  put  down  to  this 
man  ? — No,  there  is  not. 

7091.  In  the  year  1834  he  had  only  five  in  family,  and  in  the  year  1837,  he 
appears  to  have  six  ?— Yes  ;  he  has  an  additional  child. 

7992.  He  stands  in  the  table  as  having  worked  30  weeks  in  the  year  1837, 
and  notwithstanding  his  30  weeks'  work  at  9s.  per  week,  it  reduces  him  to  9c?. 
per  head  per  week  lor  his  family  as  net  income? — It  does. 

7993.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  believe  that  that  man,  when  he  states  that  he 
subsists  upon  9r/.  a  head  per  week,  must  have  other  resources  upon  which  he 
hves  ? — I  cannot  think  that  he  has. 

7994.  Did  you  observe  this  man's  family  ? — I  did. 

7995.  Were  they  in  ill  health? — I  cannot  answer  that  question  ;  she  is  not  in 
good  health  herself. 

7996.  Did  she  ap|)ear  to  be  suftering  from  want  of  food  ? — I  cannot  give  an 
answer  as  to  that ;  because  I  am  not  a  medical  man,  to  judge  exactly. 

7997.  The  question  has  been  asked  you  before  with  respect  to  other  individuals, 
and  you  have  said  that  in  some  instances  they  appeared  to  be  well,  and  in  others, 
they  appeared  to  be  ill  ? — She  does  not  look  well. 

7998.  Is  tlie  man  ill  ? — He  does  not  appear  to  be  well,  he  looks  thin. 

7999.  Did  the  children  appear  to  be  well  ? — They  ai-e  not  very  well,  they  are 
weak. 

8000.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  a  correct  statement  that  tliey  live  upon  dd  a 
head  per  week  ? — I  do  ;  my  impression  is  that  they  have  no  other  resources. 

8001.  If  they  manage  to  live  upon  9d.  a  week,  why  should  it -be  necessary,  in 
order  to  support  the  poor  who  are  altogether  dependent  upon  the  parish  to  give 
them  2s.  6d.  each  r — Because,  though  they  can  live  upon  9d.  a  week,  I  am  sure 
it  is  not  enongh  ;  and  then  they  have  four  little  children,  so  that,  take  four  chil- 
dren at  9d.  a  head,  the  children  are  small  ones,  and  that  is  the  statement  that  tiiey 
made  that  that  is  their  income  ;  and  as  a  proof  that  they  must  be  in  a  distressed 
state,  they  have  gone,  since  that  table  was  made,  into  the  workhouse. 

8002.  You  state  this  family  to  live  upon  9d.  a  week  per  head? — That  is  the 
information. 

8003.  Do  you  believe  that  information  ? — I  cannot  perceive  what  other  method 
they  have. 

8004.  Do  you  believe  that  information  ? — I  had  no  method  of  seeing  that  they 
had  any  means  but  tliat. 

800,-).  How  is  the  man  cmi)loyed? — He  has  been  out  of  work  a  considerable 
time. 

8006.  How  is  the  man  generally  employed? — He  was  employed  30  weeks  in 
the  year  1837. 

8007.  In  what  way  ? — As  a  farmer's  labourer. 

8008.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  a  buyer  of  hare-skins  ? — I  do  not. 

8009.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  also  a  buyer  of  rags  ? — That  he  has  gone  out 
with  a  basket  to  buy  rags  when  he  w^as  out  of  work  ;  he  did  make  that  statement, 
but  that  he  never  got  1  s.  a  week  when  he  did  so. 

8010.  Did  you,  in  making  the  statement  of  this  man's  income,  include  wdiat 
he  might  be  supposed  to  earn,  besides  his  income  as  a  labourer,  from  the  profits 
of  his  trade  as  a  buyer  of  rags  ? — I  did  not ;  because  he  states  that  he  has  worked 
30  weeks  ;  and  he  said  that  he  got  a  basket,  and  went  out  with  his  basket,  but 
could  not  make  1  s.  a  week. 

801  I.  Did  he  state  to  you  that  he  was  a  buyer  of  hare-skins? — He  did  not; 
he  said  he  went  out  to  buy  rags,  but  that  he  could  make  nothing  of  it. 

801  2.  Did  he  state  that  he  was  a  buyer  of  hare-skins  ? — He  did  not ;  but  when 

thev 
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they  buy  one  they  buy  the  other  ;  I  dare  say  he  might,  while  in  the  occupation  Mr.  James  Turner. 

selling  rags,  have  bought  hare-skins  at  the  same  time.  

8013.  You  represent  his  income  to  be  9d.  a  head  a  week,   for  the  subsistence  6  April  1838. 
of  the  family ;   must  not  the  profits,  whatever  they  may  be,  from  buying  and 

seUing  rags  and  buying  and  selling  hare-skins,  be  added  to  the  income  ?  -  Yes  ; 
but  he  did  not  give  me  the  profits  of  it,  because  he  did  not  try  it  long  enough  to 
make  any  profit  of  it. 

8014.  Do  you  beheve  that  the  man  would  have  continued  to  buy  rags  and 
hare-skins  if  he  had  got  no  profit? — No  ;  but  we  have  no  proof  that  he  did 
continue  that. 

801  5.  How  long  did  he  continue  it? — Not  more  than  two  or  three  months. 

8016.  Did  he  state  that  he  had  not  earned  Is.  a  week  in  that  way  ? — Yes, 
he  did. 

8017.  Mr.  Hodges.]  When  you  asked  this  man,  and  others  similarly  circum- 
stanced, respecting  their  earnings,  did  you  believe  that  they  gave  the  full  amount 
of  their  lawful  earnings  ? — I  did. 

80 1 8.  Did  you  suppose  that  they  believed  that  the  evidence  which  you  were 
collecting  from  them  would  be  given  here,  and  afterwards  printed  and  piublished  ? 
— I  do  not  think  they  did,  but  1  never  made  any  secret  of  it ;  if  persons  asked  me 
any  questions,  I  generally  said  we  were  collecting  this  information  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  it  before  the  public,  so  that  the  public  would  know  how  they  did  live. 

8019.  When  you  went  into  that  country  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  poor, 
did  you  not  suppose  that  you  were  to  confine  your  attention  to  their  lawful  and 
ostensible  earnings  ? — I  did. 

8020.  Did  it  occur  to  your  in  forming  an  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  labourers, 
that  you  were  to  ascertain  what  their  unlawful,  and,  perhaps,  felonious  gains 
might  be  ? — I  should  never  think  it  right  to  make  such  a  statement. 

802 1 .  Though  you  are  not  prepared  to  make  such  a  statement,  do  you  beheve 
your  information  to  be  correct  ?— No. 

8022.  Chairman.]  Do  you  consider  buying  rags  and  hare-skins  as  felonious  and 
unlawiiil  gains  ? — I  do  not. 

8023.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Do  you  not  consider  poaching  and  thieving  to  come  under 
that  description  ? — I  do. 
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Lioice,  2";'  die  Novembris,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 

of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bameby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Februarii,  1S38. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.  iii 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COxMMITTEE p  iv 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.    1 

APPENDIXES p.  22  &  44 


[     "i     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  CoMMissiONEiis  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House; — 

T  TAV^E  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
•*-  -*•     The  House. 


4  May  1838. 
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IV 


PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE    COMMITTEE. 


Mercurii,  2"  dieMaii,  1838. 


THE  Chairman  read  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Bull,  of  Bradford. 

Ordered. — "  That  the  part  of  it  which  related  to  his  former  examination,  be  printed." 

Extract  from  Mr.  Bull's  Letter  :— 

To  J.  Fazakerley,  Esq.,  m.p.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Poor  Laws 

Sir,  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  21  April  1838. 

According  to  the  request  of  the  Committee,  I  have  now  to  state,  with  reference  to  the 
proceedings  in  which  I  was  concerned  at  the  public  meeting  at  Bradford  in  February  1837, 
that  the  cripple  then  mentioned  is  John  Brown,  now  an  apprentice  with  his  brother  (by  the 
same  mother)  Samuel  Pittam,  a  tailor.  Chapel-lane,  Bradford  ;  that  the  place  he  (Brown) 
came  from  is  Litchborough,  Northamptonshire,  in  the  Towcester  Union,  where  his  mother 
still  lives,  whose  name  is  Hannah  Brown,  a  widow,  who  has  received,  up  to  March  29,  1838, 
for  her  daughter,  Martha  Brown,  one  shilling's  worth  of  bread  from  the  union,  which  was 
then  withdrawn,  upon  the  ground,  that  being  12  years  old,  she  was  able  to  provide  for  her- 
self, but  if  not,  she  may  go  into  the  workhouse  at  Towcester. 

The  name  of  the  young  woman  reported  to  have  been  flogged  is  Jane  Adams,  who  lives 
with  her  mother,  Judith  Roberts,  at  Pattishaw,  in  the  same  union.  Mr.  Smales,  a  school- 
master in  this  neighbourhood,  has,  at  my  request,  visited  the  persons  above  mentioned,  and 
has  been  informed  by  Jane  Adams,  that  whilst  in  the  Tovvcester  Union  workhouse,  she  was 
not  flogged;  she  stated  that  she  was  twice  confined  in  the  dark  hole,  or  "  refractory"  cell, 
and  had  been  several  times  beaten  by  her  mistress  with  the  hand,  but  not  w  ith  a  whip :  the 
rest  of  the  statement  of  Brown,  the  cripple,  as  to  himself,  appears  to  be  correct ;  and  it  is 
but  justice  to  him  to  say,  that  the  account  he  gave  to  me,  and  which  he  publicly  re-asserted 
in  answer  to  my  questions  before  the  public  meeting,  as  to  the  flogging  of  Jane  Adams,  was 
at  the  time  current  in  the  neighbourhood  from  whence  he  had  just  come,  and,  from  what 
was  stated  to  my  messenger,  appears  to  have  been  generally  believed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  S.  Bull. 


WITNESS. 


Mr.  Jamei  Turner. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Mercurii,  2"  die  Mali,  1838. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Barneby. 
Mr.  Chichester. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 
Mr.  Hodges. 

MR.  FAZAKERLEY  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Miles. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Mr.    Scrope. 
Mr.  Walker. 


Mr.  James  Turner,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

8024.  Chairman.]  IN  your   former   examination  you   said   that   you  found  Mr.  James  Turner. 

several  persons  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  and  living  in  the  parish  of 

Ampthill,  with  large  families,  who  had  not  had  above  one  day's  work  in  the  week       2  May  1838. 
since  the  harvest? — I  did. 

8025.  You  were  then  asked  to  produce  the  names  of  some  of  those  persons,  and 
you  said,  in  answer  to  question  5953,  that  you  had  not  looked  out  a  hst,  not  knowing 
that  you  should  be  asked  such  a  question,  but  that  at  a  subsequent  period  you 
would  give  the  names  of  several  individuals  of  that  description  ;  you  said,  further, 
that  you  should  have  to  go  through  the  books  in  order  to  do  so,  but  that  you 
would  furnish  the  Committee  with  those  names  ;  have  you  got  those  names  ? — 
I  am  now  ready  to  produce  them. 

8026.  Be  so  good  as  to  produce  them  ? — One  is  a  man  of  the  name  of  William 
Redman,  having  a  wife  and  three  childien  ;  he  was  one  that  stated  to  me  that  he 
had  not  had  more  than  one  day's  work  a  week  since  the  harvest. 

8027.  Docs  he  belong  to  Ampthill  parish  ? — He  does. 

8028.  Does  he  live  in  Ampthill  parish  ? — Yes. 
8o2().  Is  there  any  other? — Henry  Reid. 

8030.  Does  he  live  in  Ampthill  parish  ? — -Yes. 

8031.  What  number  of  children  has  he? — Five  or  six. 

8032.  Are  the  children  young  children  ? — Yes,  some  of  them. 

8033.  Is  there  any  other? — Joseph  Clarke  ;  that  is  the  man  whose  child  died 
in  the  night. 

8034.  Is  he  an  instance  of  a  man  with  a  large  family  ? — He  had  tliree  cliildren, 
but  one  is  since  dead. 

8035.  Confine  yourself  to  the  cases  of  numerous  famihes  ? — At  present  I  am 
not  prepared  to  put  m  more  of  those  who  had  only  one  day's  work  in  a  week ; 
many  had  only  two  or  three  days'  work  in  a  week.  It  was  stated  at  the  time  I 
wrote  the  letter,  that  those  individuals  had  not  had  above  one  day's  work  a  week 
from  harvest. 

8036.  Are  those  able-bodied  men  ? — They  are  ;  Henry  Reid  has  since  been  in 
the  workhouse. 

8037.  You  stated  in  your  letter  that  if  any  man  is  found  gathering  a  few  sticks, 
he  is  sure  to  dance  on  the  tread-mill  for  his  reward  ;  and  then  you  were  asked  to 
produce  instances  of  persons  being  punished  in  that  manner,  and  you  said  you 
thought  you  could  produce  such  instances  ;  have  you  any  instances  ? — I  have. 

8038.  Be  so  good  as  to  give  an  instance  of  what  you  call  gathering  a  few  sticks  ? 
— John  Chapman  was  gathering  sticks  in  what  is  called,  I  think,  tlie  Ring  Fence, 
but  however,  in  a  portion  belonging  to  Lord  Holland's  park,  and  a  month  after 
the  sticks  had  been  gathered  an  information  was  laid,  and  on  the  2 1  st  of  December 
(and  my  letter  bears  date  the  2Gth) ,  he  was  committed  to  Bedford  gaol  for  a 
month  for  stick-stealing. 

8o3().  For  what  offence  was  he  committed  ? — My  informaciou  is  for  gathering 
rotten  wood. 

8040.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  that  information  ? — From  Amos  Wlieeler, 
who  was  present  with  him  at  the  same  tune  ;  he  lives  in  Millbrook  ;  he  was 
committed  to  Bedford  gaol  on  the  21st  of  December  along  with  Jolm  Chapman  ; 
they  were  both  together. 
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Mr.  James  Turner.      8041.  Both  for  tlic  same  offence  ? — Yes. 

8042.  Amos  Wheeler  was  the  other  thief? — Yes. 

8043.  Did  you  apply  to  the  magistrates'  clerk  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  deposi- 
tions in  this  case  ? — The  magistrates'  clerk  was  living  at  Wobum  ;  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  so  doing  ;  I  did  intend  to  do  so. 

8044.  Give  the  date  ?-  My  information  is  that  they  were  committed  on  the 
21st  of  December  1837. 

8045.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  magistrate  before  whom  they  were  taken? 
— I  do  not ;  I  have  another  case,  if  you  require  it,  of  the  same  description  ;  this 
is  the  information  given  me  ;  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  the  date  exactly  in  tliis 
case;  John  Money  was  committed  about  January  1837,  but  the  date  I  have  not 
correctly. 

8046.  What  was  he  committed  for  ?■ — For  gathering  dead  wood  out  of  the 
Ring  Plantation,  belonging  to  Lord  Holland. 

8047.  Is  he  belonging  to  Amptliill  ? — I  believe  he  is  ;  he  lives  in  Ampthill,  and 
I  believe  he  belongs  to  Amptliill. 

8048.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  magistrates  by  whom  he  was  committed? 
— Mr.  Musgrave  and  his  son. 

8049.  Those  parties  state  to  you  that  tliey  are  sent  in  this  way  to  prison  for 
gathering  dead  wood  ;  did  you  ask  them,  when  they  gave  you  that  information, 
whether  that  was  the  truth  ? — I  did,  and  made  particular  inquiry  into  it. 

8050.  Did  you  ask  whether  they  had  cut  live  wood  from  the  trees  ? — I  did  ; 
they  stated  that  there  was  not  a  bit  of  live  wood  about  it ;  and  in  neither  instance 
was  the  wood  jiroduced  before  the  magistrates. 

805 1 .  Did  they  say  that  they  had  not  cut  the  wood  from  the  trees  ? — They  did 
clearly  and  distinctly ;  for  I  was  very  particular  in  making  the  inquiry. 

8052.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Did  they  tell  you  that  they  did  not  cut  any  wood,  dead  or 
alive,  from  the  trees,  or  that  they  had  merely  picked  it  up  from  the  ground  ? — I 
am  not  sure  as  to  that. 

8053.  Chairman.]  You  mentioned  an  instance,  when  you  were  before  the  Com- 
mittee before  the  holidays,  of  John  Page,  as  having  gathered  a  few  sticks  ;  are  you 
prepared  to  give  the  name  of  John  Page  as  an  instance  of  the  same  description  ? 
■ — During  the  hoUdays  I  have  not  seen  John  Page,  and  I  have  not  any  thing  more 
to  say  of  John  Page  than  I  did  before. 

8054.  (To  Mr.  Jl/usgrave.)  Were  you  committing  magistrate  in  the  case  of  Jolm 
Page  ? — I  was. 

8055.  Do  you  produce  the  information  and  complaint  of  Joseph  Reid  against 
John  Page  and  William  Savage  ? — I  do  ;  this  is  the  information  :  "  both  in  the 
parish  of  Ampthill,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  labourers,  for  unlawfully  breaking 
and  damaging,  with  intent  to  steal,  parts  of  certain  fir  trees,  then  and  there 
growing  ;  the  injury  thereby  being  to  the  amount  of  1  s.  at  the  least,  the  property 
of  Lord  Holland  ;  taken  and  sworn  before  me,  Henry  Musgrave."  To  that  infor- 
mation and  complaint  Jolm  Page  and  William  Savage  both  pleaded  guilty. 

805(1.  (To  Mr.  Turner.)  When  you  have  here  the  information  and  com])laint, 
and  the  fact  of  the  parties  pleading  guilty,  do  you  call  that  the  gathering  of  a  few 
sticks  ? — 1  do  not  call  that  gathering  dead  wood  ;  Page  pleaded  guilty  and  i)aid  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  but  the  other  tmee,  to  whom  I  referred,  were  sent  to  prison. 

8057.  Mr.  Liddell.]  Do  you  know  whether  John  Chapman  and  Amos 
Wheeler  were  ever  charged  before  with  an  information  of  that  kind  ? — I  am  not 
aware. 

8058.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  they  w'erc  or  were  not  ? — I  do  not. 
80.59.  Mr.  Liddell.]  At  the  time  they  committed  the  offence  were  they  in  great 

want  and  distress  ? — I  beheve  they  were  out  of  work  at  the  time  ;  I  have  not  seen 
John  Chapman. 

8o(3o.  Do  you  know,  from  your  own  knowledge,  that  in  December  1837  there 
was  a  great  scarcity  of  fuel  in  those  parts  ?— Fuel  was  scarce,  and  that  was  the 
reason  I  mentioned  this  ;  when  I  w'rote  the  letter  it  was  to  show  the  scarcity  of 
fuel  and  the  hardships  the  poor  people  endured  for  want  of  fuel. 

8061.  Chairman.]  In  7116  you  were  asked  to  point  out  an  expression  in  a 
report  of  the  Commissioners,  saying,  "  That  no  person  should  be  rcUeved  out  of 
the  workhouse,  unless  they  are  GO  years  of  age  ?" — I  remember  that. 

8062.  Have  you  been  able  to  discover  that  passage  in  any  rejjort  of  the  Com- 
missioners ? — I  have  not ;  still  the  impression  upon  upon  my  mind  is,  that  there 
is  such  an  expression,  but  I  am  not  able  to  give  the  data. 

8063.  Will 
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80G3.  Will  you  turn  to  the  23d  Report,  Appendix  (B.)  giving  the  earnings  of  Mr.  James  Turner. 

the  men  mentioned  in  that  paper  ;  in  the  case  of  William  Odell,  he  is  said  to  earn 

in  1834  10s.  a  week  ?  —He  is.  2  May  1838. 

8064.  And  in  1837  he  is  said  to  earn  only  8s.  a  week  ? — Yes. 

8065.  Can  you  account  for  his  earning  only  Ss.  a  week  in  1837? — There  are 
some  of  the  farmers  who  in  1837  gave  their  labourers  8s.  a  week;  but  in  1834 
he  was  working  by  task-work,  and  consequently  he  was  able  to  earn  more  money 
in  1834  than  in  1837. 

80G6.  You  say  that  a  man  at  task -work  can  earn  only  Is.  a  week  more  than 
by  day  labour ;  but  tliis  appears  to  be  a  case  in  which  he  earned  2s.  a  week  more? 
— At  that  time  they  would  earn  2s.  a  week  more ;  but  task-work  is  let  at  a  lower 
rate  than  it  was  formerly. 

80(7.  But  how  was  it,  when  task-work  was  more  abundant  in  1837  than  in 
1834,  that  the  men  did  not  earn  more  at  it? — I  cannot  account  for  it. 

806S.  The  other  men  earned  the  same  in  both  years? — Yes. 

8o6y.  With  regard  to  the  earnings  of  those  three  labourers,  Carter,  Odell  and 
Cox,  in  reference  to  (juestion  G77'J,  the  question  is  this,  "  You  obsei-ve  in  that 
table  a  great  falling  off  in  the  income  of  those  three  labourers  in  the  command  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  ;"  and  then  you  answer,  "  I  do,  a  very  great  falling  off." 
Then  if  you  turn  to  this  paper,  you  will  find  in  the  instance  of  Carter  his  income 
was  imjjroved  hi  1837,  as  compared  with  1834,  and  therefore  in  his  case  at  least 
there  could  be  no  falling  off  or  diminution  in  the  means  of  procuring  the  neces- 
saries of  hfe  ? — I  meant  to  average  the  whole  three  together,  and  then  I  found  a 
falling  off;  and  as  regards  the  purchasing  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  price  has 
advanced  very  considerably  between  1834  and  1837. 

8070.  But  in  point  of  fact,  the  total  income  of  Carter  and  his  family  in  1834 
was  stated  by  you  to  be  20/.  8s.;  and  the  total  income  of  Carter  and  his  family 
in  1837  was  stated  to  be  251.  8s.  ? — Yes. 

8071.  Showing  a  considerable  increase  in  the  year  1837;  when  you  di.stributed 
this  income  at  so  much  a  head  to  each  of  the  family,  you  s'ay  that  Carter's  family 
had  Urf.  a  head  a  week  in  1837  more  than  in  1834? — Yes,  that  is  so  ;  but  when 
I  said  the  income  of  all  of  them  had  diminished,  I  meant  to  include  them  to- 
gether. 

8072.  In  answer  to  question  6790,  you  were  asked  to  produce  a  table  of 
labourers  in  constant  employment  in  both  periods,  1834  and  1837;  is  that  ready? 
—  It  is  ready,  but  I  have  not  a  copy  from  it,  only  the  original ;  and  I  would  rather 
have  a  copy  from  it,  for  fear  of  any  accident. 

8073.  Mr.  Fielden.]  On  the  last  day  that  you  were  examined  you  put  in  a 
table  of  48  labourers  who  had  been  referred  to  ? — I  did. 

8074.  Have  you  any  observation  which  you  wish  to  make  with  reference  to 
that  table  ? — I  have  here  a  summary  of  the  table,  which  I  then  put  in,  and  which 
I  would  wish  to  read  to  this  Committee :  "  The  table  I  put  in  on  the  Gth  of 
April,  shows  that  in  1834  the  48  labourers  named  in  it,  together  with  their  wives 
and  children,  numbered  1G3  persons;  and  in  1837,  the  same  48  labourers, 
together  with  their  wives  and  children,  numbered  197  persons.  The  number  ot 
weeks  these  48  labourers  were  employed  at  their  occupations  as  husbandmen  in 
1834,  amounted  collectively  to  1,0G1  weeks,  an  average  of  22  weeks  for  each 
person.  The  wages  they  received  lor  that  cmi)Ioyment  amounted  collectively  to 
the  sum  of  445/.  Gs.  The  wages  of  their  wives  and  children  collectively  amounted, 
in  1834,  to  200/.  4s.  4d.  The  allowance  from  the  parish  for  work  and  relief  in 
1834  amounted  to  404/.  4s. ;  total  income  in  1834,  1,049/.  14s.  4d.  The  out- 
goings for  rent  and  fuel  for  these  1G3  persons  in  1834  amounted  to  25G/.  Gs.  7d., 
leaving  a  net  income  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  neces- 
saries, of  793/.  7s.  9d.,  that  is  an  average  of  4/.  17s.  4f/.  per  head  per  annum, 
or  Is.  lOjrf.  per  head  per  week;  which  Is.  10 Ac/,  would  purchase  20;^  pints  of 
wheat,  at  the  average  jirice  of  wheat  during  1834." 

8075.  Ckainnan.]  SVhat  do  you  call  the  average  price  of  wheat  in  1834? — 
Forty-six  shillings  and  two-pence. 

8()7G.  What  do  yo\i  call  the  price  of  bread  '—I  do  not  know  the  price  of  bread. 
"  The  number  of  weeks  these  48  labourers  were  employed  at  their  occupations  in 
husbandry  or  on  the  railroad  in  1837,  amounted  collectively  to  1,821  weeks,  an 
average  of  38  weeks  for  each  person  ;  the  wages  they  received  for  that  employ- 
ment amounted  collectively  to  the  sum  of  823/.  19s.  G(/.  ;  the  wages  of  their 
wives  and  children  collectively  amounted  in  1837  to  201/.  Gs;  the  allowance 
from  the  parish  as  relief  to  four  of  these  families  only  m  1837  was  34/.  4s.  Sd.  ; 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  total  income  in  1837,  1,059/.  Os.  Ocl. ;  the  out-goinsrs  for  rent  and  fuel  for  these 

197  persons  in  1837,  includini;;  !)/.  \3s.  paid  by  13  of  these  labourers  to  benefit 

3  May  1838.  clubs,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  294/.  IS*'.  7d.  ;  leaving  a  net  income  applicable 
for  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries  of  7641.  1  \s.  2d.,  that  is 
3/.  17 s.  7d.  per  head  per  annum,  or  I*.  6d.  per  head  per  week,  which  Is.  Gr/. 
would  purchase  13f  pints  of  wheat,  at  the  average  price  of  wheat  (hiring  the  year 
1837  ;  thus  these  husbandmen  and  tlieir  wives  and  children,  by  being  thrown  on 
their  own  resources,  under  the  operation  of  the  new  Poor  Law,  have,  notwith- 
standing they  have  done  760  weeks  more  labour  for  their  employers,  sutl'ered  a 
reduction  in  their  net  money  income  per  head  i)er  week  of  from  Is.  \{)hd.  in 
1S34,  to  Is.  Gd  per  head  per  week  in  1837,  or  20  per  cent.,  and  in  the  means 
that  money  gave  them  to  purchase  wheat,  a  reduction  of  from  20|  pints  per 
head  per  week  in  1834,  to  13f,  pints  per  head  per  week  in  1837,  or  34  per 
cent." 

8077.  Lord  J.  Russell.]  With  regard  to  the  total,  does  it  appear  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  first  year,  1834,  the  total  is  1,049/.,  including  404 f.,  the  amount  of 
parish  relief? — Yes. 

807S.  And  that  the  total  in  1837  is  1,059/.,  including  34/.,  the  amount  of 
parish  relief? — Yes. 

8079.  Chairman.]  From  whom  did  you  obtain  this  statement  of  the  income  of 
the  labourers  during  the  two  periods  respectively  ? — For  the  statement  of  the 
amount  of  relief  in  1834  we  have  examined  the  parochial  returns,  and  we  could 
ascertain  from  the  parties  the  amount  of  wages  which  they  received. 

8080.  When  you  say  you  could  ascertain  from  the  parties,  that  is,  you  have  a 
statement  from  the  parties  of  what  they  stated  to  you  to  be  their  wages  ? — Yes, 
of  what  they  had  a  week. 

80S1 .  Did  you  correct  that  statement  by  any  other  information  ? — As  far  as  it 
was  possible,  I  did ;  in  many  instances  I  have  gone  to  the  farmers  and  to  the 
persons  who  employed  them,  and  ascertained  what  were  their  wages  at  that  time. 

8082.  And  you  found  that  statement  confirmed  by  the  statements  of  the  far- 
mers ? — In  many  instances  I  did. 

8083.  As  to  the  times  at  which  they  were  in  work,  upon  what  did  they  found 
that  statement  ? — We  referred  to  the  parish  books,  and  every  week  I  did  not  find 
these  families  upon  the  parish  book  receiving  relief  for  work,  we  have  given  them 
credit  for  being  in  work  at  the  time  ;  on  all  occasions  when  we  have  conversed 
with  intelligent  men,  farmers  and  overeeers,  and  persons  of  that  description, 
they  have  stated  that  that  was  the  case,  for  if  they  had  lost  one  single  day,  they 
W'Ould  have  gone  for  a  day's  wages  to  the  overseer. 

8084.  It  was  the  j)j-actice  for  them,  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of  work,  to  go 
to  the  overseer  for  parish  relief,  and  they  obtained  it  universally  ? — Yes,  and 
when  we  have  not  found  them  on  the  books,  we  have  given  them  credit  for 
being  in  work. 

8085.  Rehef  was  given  without  any  work? — They  were  put  upon  the  gravel- 
pits,  which  could  not  be  called  work,  and  which  was,  no  doubt,  a  bad  practice. 

8oSd.  You  have  stated  the  earnings  of  the  men,  but  what  means  had  you  of 
ascertaining  the  earnings  of  the  members  of  the  family  during  that  time  ? — The 
first  thing  we  did  was  to  ascertain  the  wages  of  the  family,  and  the  work  that 
they  were  employed  on,  and  they  would  tell  us  as  near  as  they  could  what  their 
earnings  would  be  ;  but  having  been  so  much  amongst  them,  and  asked  the 
labourers  the  question  so  often,  I  could  almost  form  an  idea  myself. 

8087.  Mr.  Barneby.]  Are  you  aware  of  tlie  comparative  price  of  clothing  in 
the  years  1834  and  1837? — It  could  not  make  much  difference  to  them;  the 
quantity  of  clothing  they  purchased  in  1837  would  not  make  nmch  difference, 
for  it  is  not  much  they  have  been  able  to  purchase. 

808S.   What  was  the  comparative  price  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

8089.  If  it  was  cheaper  in  1837  than  in  1834,  you  have  not  taken  that  into 
consideration? — I  have  not. 

Sogo.  Mr.  Miles.']  You  have  stated  that  in  the  various  accounts  the  labourers 
have  given  you  of  their  earnings,  those  accountswere  corroborated  by  the  farmers  ; 
'  were  they  in  all  instances  ? — Not  quite  in  all  instances,  but  very  near  it. 

8ogi,  Did  you  find,  upon  your  inquiries  of  the  farmers,  that  in  some  instances 
the  labourers  had  given  you  a  false  return  of  their  earnings? — In  very  few 
instances  indeed. 

8092.  In  those  few  instances,  had  they  stated  that  their  earnings  were  either 
below  or  above  what  the  farmeis  stated  they  had  really  paid  and  the  labourers  had 

really 
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really  earned  ? — At  present  I  am  not  aware  of  more  than  one  instance,  and  in   Mr.  Jamis  Turver. 

that  the  farmer  stated  that  the  man  had  earned  1  s.  a  week  more  than  he  had 

stated  to  us  ;  but  the  farmer  having  no  books,   and  the  man  having  none,  I         ^  ^^"V  '^38- 
should  almost  think  that  the  man  w<is  as  hkely  to  recollect  as  the  farmer. 

8()()3.  Did  you  not  hud  very  great  diHiculty  in  getting  at  the  earnings  of  the 
respective  families  of  the  labourers  you  inquired  into  ? — I  have  just  stated  that 
we  could  ascertain  pretty  accurately  from  ])ersons  who  thoroughly  understood  all 
the  prices  of  lace  and  plait  what  they  could  have  earned  four  years  ago ;  we 
were  then  able  to  take  the  ages  of  the  family,  12  and  14,  and  so  on,  and  we 
could  form  something  like  a  correct  account  in  that  way  ;  but  we  always,  besides 
that,  took  what  the  mothers  said,  and  comjjared  it,  as  well  as  we  were  able, 
witli  what  we  imagined  would  be  the  sum  earned. 

8094.  Is  it  not  the  practice,  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill,  occasionally  to  employ 
women  and  children  in  the  fields  ? — I  believe  not. 

8095.  Not  at  any  time  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  husbandry  ? — I  have  not 
heard  of  it  being  done. 

8096.  Did  you  make  inquiries? — "We  did  often,  and  never  could  ascertain 
that  they  were  so  employed  ;  the  women  and  children  were  emi)loyed  in  making 
lace  and  plait,  and  would  get  more  money  in  that  way  than  in  the  fiekls,  employed 
by  tiie  farmers  ;  and  so  many  boys  and  men  being  out  of  work,  I  should  say  that 
tlic  women  and  children  were  not  employed  in  the  fields. 

8097.  And  you  took  the  prices,  as  they  stated  them  to  you,  of  plaiting  and 
making  lace  ? — Yes. 

8098.  Mr.  Barneh)/.]  You  appear  to  have  commuted  the  weekly  sum  of 
money  which  you  state  the  family  had  received  per  week  by  a  certain  quantity  of 
wheat,  and  you  have  stated  that  in  the  year  1834  that  would  amount  to  20  pints 
j)er  head  per  week  ? — Yes. 

8099.  Do  you  think  that  each  person  would  require  20  pints  of  wheat  per 
week  to  maintain  him  ? — I  do  think  that  some  of  them  would  recjuire  a  great  deal 
more  ;  but  if  it  would  require  20  pints  per  head  per  week  to  maintain  a  number 
of  those  individuals,  from  what  are  they  to  get  all  the  other  things  which  they 
want  ?  When  I  state  this,  I  take  this  as  the  staple  commodity  used  in  the 
house,  and  the  price  of  which  generally  regulates  the  rest  of  the  articles,  and  that 
is  why  I  take  it  in  wheat. 

Si  00.  Do  you  think  that  each  person  in  a  family  would  require  or  use  20  pints 
of  wheat  j)er  week  ? — No. 

8101.  And,  therefore,  by  your  having  commuted  the  earnings  into  wheat,  you 
have  placed  before  this  Conmiittee  the  most  unfavourable  impression  that  vou 
could,  in  consequence  of  the  jjrice  of  wheat  in  those  two  years? — I  am  told  by  the 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissoiner  for  the  Ampthill  Union,  that  wages  are  regu- 
lated by  the  jirice  of  wheat,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  reduced  it  iuto 
wheat. 

8102.  Have  you  not  placed  it  in  the  most  unfavourable  light  that  you  could,  in 
consequence  of  the  rise  in  wheat  between  the  year  1834  and  the  vear  1837? — I 
do  not  consider  that  I  have  placed  it  in  any  other  liglit  than  it  really  is ;  this  is 
the  fact ;  and  as  I  am  told  that  the  price  of  wheat  regulates  the  price  of  labour, 
and  as  Avhcat  is  the  principal  commodity  used  in  that  jiart  of  the  countr)-,  and  it 
rises  and  falls  in  proportion  as  other  necessaries  of  life  I'all,  I  have  taken  that. 

8103.  Supposing  that  it  should  be  necessary  for  a  family  to  have  10  pints  per 
week  per  head  for  their  maintenance,  the  reduction  would  not  be  so  great  from 
10  to  0  as  it  would  be  from  20  to  13  ?— It  would  not,  if  other  things  did  not  rise 
as  well ;  but  the  price  of  other  things  rises  as  wheat  does. 

81 04.  Mr.  Fidden.]  You  have  stated  at  the  foot  of  the  Table  of  three  labourers 
which  you  gave  in  on  a  former  day,  that  the  price  of  wheat  in  1834  was  46s.  2d. 
per  quarter,  and  that  the  price  of  wheat  in  1837  was  55s.  9rf.  per  quarter? — 
That  is  from  the  Gazette. 

8105.  That  shows  that  the  same  money  would  have  a  less  command  over 
wheat  in  1837  than  in  1834? — That  is  what  I  meant  by  reducing  it  into  wheat, 
to  show  how  nmch  less  they  could  buy  in  1837  than  in  1834. 

Slot).  The  question  was  not  whether  they  could  live  upon  the  quantity  of 
wheat  that  they  could  purchase  in  either  one  year  or  the  other,  but  a  (juestion  of 
fact  as  to  the  command  which  money  had  over  wheat  in  those  two  years  ? — 
Certainly,  that  is  what  I  meant  by  tliat. 

8107.  In  the  Table  which  you  put  in  on  the  last  day  of  your  examination,  a 
359-  A3  summary 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  summary  of  which  vou  have  now  read,  you  state  that  the  number  in  the  families 

collectively  were,  in  1834,  10:3  persons,  and  that  in  ]8o7  the  same  labourers,  by 

2  May  1838.  an  increase  of  faniily,  amounted  to  197  persons  ;  had  not  more  workers  come  into 
operation  in  the  latter  year  than  there  were  in  the  former,  in  consequence  of 
tliis  increased  number  in  the  families  ? — Certainly. 

81  oS.  Some  children  who  were  not  able  to  work  in  the  year  1834,  had  become 
able  to  work  in  the  year  1837,  and  ou^ht  to  have  added  to  the  income  of  the 
families? — Certainly  ;  those  children  who  in  1834  were  from  six  to  eight  years  of 
age,  would  not  be  able  to  do  any  thing  in  1834,  but  would  be  able  to  earn  some- 
tiling  in  1837,  consequently  there  has  been  more  work  done  by  the  families  ;  but 
the  straw-plait  and  the  lace  trade  are  a  great  deal  worse  now  than  they  were  then, 
and  though  there  are  more  workers  in  the  family  in  1837  than  in  1834,  that  is 
the  reason  why  there  is  not  more  money  earned  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
work  done. 

81  o().  That  reduces  the  means  per  head  which  those  persons  have  of  living? — 
It  docs,  in  the  manner  I  have  stated. 

8110.  Your  siunmary  shows  areduction  of  from  Is.  lO^d.  to  Is.  Gd.  per  head 
for  those  famUies  to  subsist  upon? — It  does. 

8111.  Mr.  Miles.]  Though  there  are  more  added  to  the  family  now  who  may 
assist  in  the  increase  of  the  wages  of  the  family,  have  not  several  of  those  been 
born  since  1834  ?—  The  increase  from  1G3  to  1!J7  is  by  births  in  every  case. 

8112.  Mr.  Fielden.']  Notwithstanding  this  increase  in  the  number  of  the 
family,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  workers,  the  net  income  in  1834  is 
about  30/.  less  than  it  was  in  1837  ? — It  is. 

1813.  Chairman.]  Though  there  w-as  a  diminution  of  income  in  1837  as  com- 
pared with  1834,  the  income  which  those  men  derived  from  employment  and  from 
work  is  much  increased  in  1837  as  compared  with  1834  ?— Certainly. 

8114.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  increase  01  employment? — The  increase  is 
from  an  average  of  22  weeks  to  an  average  of  38  weeks. 

8115.  As  regards  the  whole  48  labourers? — Yes. 

8116.  Their  employment  is  increased  in  the  proportion  of  38  to  22? — Yes, 
making  a  total  of  760  weeks. 

8117.  Seven  hundred  and  sixty  weeks  more  employment  in  1837  than  in 
1834  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  statement. 

8118.  Therefore  the  income  wliich  they  possessed  in  1834  was  mainly  derived 
from  parochial  assistance  ?— The  amount  which  they  received  from  parochial 
assistance  in  1834  was  404/.  4  s. 

8119.  How  was  that  parochial  assistance  given  ? — It  was  given  as  wages  for 
those  men,  and  they  were  in  the  gravel-pits  and  on  the  roads  doing  very  little,  or 
I  may  almost  say,  doing  nothing,  or  worse  than  nothing,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expression. 

8 1 20.  \Vere  they  placed  together  in  great  numbers  loitering  away  their  time  ? — 

They  w'ere. 

8121.  Was  that  attended  with  great  irregidarity  and  immorahty  ?— I  think  I 
stated  before;  that  that  was  a  practice  which  ])roduced  immense  mischief. 

8122.  What  was  the  description  of  mischief  produced  by  that  practice  ? — 
Whenever  men  are  congregated  together  either  in  this  parish  or  any  other,  and 
paid  money  for  not  working,  I  am  quite  sure,  so  much  do  I  know  of  human 
nature,  that  it  will  tend  to  produce  in  them  idle  habits,  which  otherwise  they 
W'ould  never  incur. 

8)23.  If  those  habits  were  produced  in  the  people  from  having  been  relieved 
in  the  manner  you  describe,  their  families  were  not  likely  to  have  received  the 
same  benefit  from  their  income  that  they  would  have  derived  from  the  same 
amount  of  income  if  they  had  been  in  regular  employment  ?— At  present  a  great 
many  of  them  would  be  "six  or  eight  weeks  having  no  work  ;  formerly  when  they 
had  no  work,  they  had  always  something  to  depend  upon  ;  but  now,  when  they 
have  no  work  for  six  or  eight  weeks,  it  is  then  they  are  suffering  the  privations  I 
have  before  described. 

8124.  But  if  placing  a  number  of  those  pcoi)le  together  in  gravel-pits,  where 

they  did  little  or  no  work,  had  the  effect  of  i)roducing  among  them,  as  you 

describe,  idle  and  disorderly  habits  during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  in  which 

they  seem  to  have  been  occupied   in  this  manner,  must  not  the  effect  of  their 

acquiring  those  habits  have  been  injurious  to  the  interests  of  their  families  ? — It 

must  have  been. 

8125.  Would 
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8125.  "Would  it  have  been  likely  that  those  men,  acquiring  idle  and  disor-  Mi.  Jamet  Turner. 
derly  habits,  would  have  carried  home  to  their  families  the  same  proportion  of 
their  income  that  they  would  carry  home  when  they  were  regular  and  industri-        a  May  1838. 
ous  workmen  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

8i2().  If  idle  and  disorderly  habits  are  produced  by  one  description  of  occu- 
pation, and  regular  and  industrious  habits  are  produced  by  another,  must  it  not 
ibllow  that  that  which  leads  to  bad  habits  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  families  ? — I  admit  that. 

8127.  Then,  describing  as  you  do,  that  the  tendency  of  this  occupation  was 
to  produce  idle  and  disorderly  habits,  to  that  extent  the  families  must  have 
suffered  ? —  So  they  must ;  if  the  men  did  not  bring  their  money  home,  but  spent 
it  in  public-houses,  their  families  must  have  suftered  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  great  deal  of  that,  there  always  will  be  some,  I  admit,  and  under 
any  circumstances  there  will  be  some  of  that  description. 

8128.  No  doubt,  under  any  circumstances  there  will  be  some  idleness  and 
some  disorder  ;  but  if  a  particular  description  of  occupation,  by  the  congregation 
of  vast  numbers  of  people  together  in  gravel-pits,  where  they  loiter  away  their 
time,  has  the  effect  of  producing  habits  of  idleness  and  disorder,  is  it  likely  that 
men  imbued  with  those  habits  will  carry  back  to  their  families  the  same  amount 
of  their  earnings  as  they  would  when  employed  at  steady  work  ? — I  should 
think  not. 

8129.  Mr.  Miles.]  From  the  account  which  you  have  now  put  in  of  the  rela- 
tive wages  of  those  labourers  in  the  year  1834  and  in  the  year  1837,  and  like- 
wise the  amount  of  poor-rates  paid  in  the  year  1834  in  aid  of  wages,  would  it  not 
appear  that  a  great  part  of  that  sum,  which  is  now  saved  to  the  fanners  by  the 
reduction  of  poor-rates,  is  now*  paid  by  them  as  wages  to  independent  labourers? 
— Not  a  great  part  of  it,  not  much  of  that. 

8130.  What  becomes  of  it  then  ? — I  find  in  the  figures  which  have  been  pub- 
Jishetl,  that  they  have  saved  60  per  cent,  in  rates ;  now,  I  find  if  they  have 
saved  60  per  cent,  they  have  not  i)aid  60  per  cent.  more. 

8131.  What  is  the  usual  rate  of  wages? — From  8s.  to  9*.  a  week. 

8132.  Chnlrman.l  What  is  the  additional  quantity  of  employment  in  1837,  as 
compared  with  1834,  of  these  labourers? — Seven  hundred  and  sixty  more  weeks. 

8133.  Mr.  Miles.]  The  diminution  of  rates  being  404/.  4s.,  and  the  sum  now 
paid  extra  in  wages  being  342/.,  does  it  not  appear  that  what  in  the  year  1834 
was  unprofitably  paid  by  farmers,  to  the  demoralization  of  the  labourers,  in 
poor-rates,  is  now  laid  out  by  them  in  the  najTiient  of  wages  to  independent 
labourers,  or  very  nearly  the  whole  of  it? — It  certainly  would  be  so  if  the  whole 
of  that  money  had  been  paid  in  the  parish  to  which  this  referred  ;  but  I  think  the 
Committee  will  remember  that  I  stated  a  number  of  them  were  on  the  railroad, 
and  it  is  on  the  railroad  where  those  men  did  receive  that  money  ;  it  has  not 
been  paid  in  labour  by  the  farmers  of  the  parish  to  which  I  refer,  but  a  great 
portion  on  the  railroad. 

8134.  Chairman.]  What  proportion  of  that  has  been  paid  on  the  railroad? — 
If  I  had  my  table  here,  which  has  been  mislaid,  I  could  state  the  number  of 
weeks'  labour  on  the  railroad. 

8135.  Mr.  Walker.']  Is  not  the  remuneration  for  labour  greater  on  the  rail- 
road than  it  is  for  the  agricultural  labour  in  the  country  ?— Certainly  ;  the 
wages  of  the  labourers  on  the  railroad  are  2s.  (id.  a  day,  but  when  I  made  my 
calculation  they  could  not  give  them  at  las.  per  week,"  for  they  all  stated  that 
they  never  made  more  than  five  days  a  week,  so  that  I  gave  the  men  credit  for 
12s.  Gd.  a  week. 

8136.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Is  this  railroad  employment  going  on  now  ?— Tlie  rail- 
road is  ojjened  now  for  45  n\iles,  which  is  some  10  miles  below  where  those  men 
who  went  from  this  parish  were  working  ;  and  those  men  who  worked  on  the  rail- 
road belonging  to  the  vai-ious  parishes  adjoining  this,  where  this  Table  is  made 
from,  are  most  of  them  now  out  of  employ. 

8137.  Then,  if  that  is  the  case,  there  docs  not  appear  to  be  a  demand  for 
their  labour  in  the  farming  districts  in  which  they  live  ? — There  is  veiy  little 
greater  demand  now,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  from  what  there  used  to  be. 

8138.  You  have  been  describing  a  district  where  the  plaiting  forms  a  resource 
for  the  families  of  the  labourers  ? — I  have. 

8139.  If,  therefore,  that  resource  should  not  prevail  in  other  districts  which 
are  purely  agricultural,  and  nearly  similarly  circumstanced  with  the  district  wliicli 

3^9-  A  4  you 
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Ml.  James  Turner,  you  have  been  describing,  tlie  distress  of  the  labourers  must  be  still  (>^reater  than 

in  those  districts  which  you  are  describing;?  — I  am  sure  it  must,  and  as   a  proof 

3  May  1838.  oj-  tijjjt  ^(,me  p^rts  of  the  district  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  which  I  have 
paid  some  attention,  are  not  occupied  in  i)lait,  but  in  making;  lace ;  those  em- 
ployed in  making  plait  will  earn  double  the  wages  of  those  who  make  lace,  and 
those  distiicts  where  the  lace  is  made  I  find  are  much  worse  off  than  those 
where  the  plait  is  made. 

Si 40.   Do  you  apprehend  that  this  sort  of  domestic  manufacture  of  lace  and 

plait  has   had  any  tendency  to  increase  the  population  uf  tliose  districts? I 

cannot  speak  to  that  point ;  I  do  not  imderstand  it. 

8141.  Mr.  Ficlden.]  The  work  on  the  railroad  is  likelysoontocea.se  in  that 
neighbourhood,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  it  is  very  soon  to  finish  in  that  part  of  the 
line  ;  where  it  is  not  finished,  they  do  not  engage  any  fresh  hands  now. 

814-2.  Clitiinuan.]  You  state  the  wages  of  Ampthill  to  be  about  8s.  or  9 s.  a 
week  "? — That  is  the  i)rice  paid  for  day  labour. 

8143.  I  have  here  a  list  of  19  labourers  employed  by  one  master  in  the  parish 
of  Ampthill,  and  the  wages  are  14s.,  \3s.,  12,v.,  11. v.,  none  below  lis.;  13s., 
12s. ;  13s.  and  so  on  ;  and  you  stated  that  the  single  men  are  generally  paid 
less  than  the  married  men,  and  that  j-ou  know  few  instances  of  single  men  being 
paid  the  same  as  the  married  men  ? — Yes. 

8144.  I  find  among  this  Ust  which  has  been  given  to  me,  two  single  men 
receiving  12s.,  and  one  10s. ;  and  in  another  parish,  Millbrook,  which  is  in  the 
Union  of  Ampthill,  a  list  of  seven  labourers,  emj)loyed  by  one  person,  who  are 
receiving  13s.,  12s.,  lis.  and  10s.,  none  below  10s.;  and  here  is  also  a  parish  in 
the  Ampthill  Union  in  which  labourers  are  receiving  13s.,  13s.,  12s.,  12s.,  13s., 
13s.,   12s.,  none  below  12s.  ? — I  should  very  much  wish  to  see  that  list. 

[Tlie  list  was  handed  to  the  Witness.] 

8145.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  upon  that  list  ? — The  Committee 
will  remember  that  the  first  day  I  came  before  them,  I  stated  the  wages  to  be 
9s.  a  week  in  general,  but  that  there  was  a  Mr.  Morris  who  gave  his  labourers 
12s.  ;  I  find  some  of  these  are  the  very  labourers. 

8146.  You  said  that  Mr.  Morris  had  died,  and  that  the  labourers  ceased  to 
receive  those  wages  ? — I  did  not ;  I  stated  that  Mr.  Morris  was  dead,  and  the 
fear  was  that  they  would  not  receive  the  same  wages  ;  I  find  this  headed, 
"  Labourers  employed  by  Mr.  John  Morris,  in  agricultural  business." 

8147.  Is  that  the  Mr.  John  Morris  that  you  alluded  to  ?— This  will  be  a  member 
of  the  same  family  ;  I  find  in  this  list,  put  into  my  hand  by  the  Chairman,  James 
Bunker  earning  1 1  s.  a  week  ;  I  have  seen  James  Hunker,  and  James  Bunker 
tells  me  that  he  had  9s.  a  week  the  former  part  of  the  year  1837,  and  10s.  the 
other  part  of  the  year. 

8148.  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  difference  between  those  two  statements  is, 
that  the  one  statement  is  the  statement  of  mere  wages,  and  the  other  is  the 
statement  of  what  he  may  earn  by  advantages  of  one  sort  and  another,  faggots 
and  wood,  or  something  of  that  sort  ? — My  information  is  that  he  is  a  thresher. 

8140.  What  do  you  state  to  be  the  price  of  plaiting  straw? — It  varies  almost 
as  much  as  their  appearance  does. 

81. 50.  Will  this  statement,  from  the  information  you  have  received,  appear 
to  you  to  be  correct,  "  An  average  plaiter  can  make  20  yards  a  day  of  the 
common  sort  of  plait,  that  is  to  say  Devon,  old  Dunstable,  Luton  and  pattern 
plait ;"  does  it  agree  with  your  information,  that  an  average  plaiter  can  make 
20  yards  a  day  ? — It  does  not. 

8151.  What  should  you  say  an  average  plaiter  can  make? — About  three 
score  or  three  score  and  a  half  in  the  week  ;  they  call  them  scores. 

8152.  Tliat  would  be  about  half  that? — A  little  more  than  half  that  ;  if  there 
are  plaiters  who  do  a  score  a  day  of  that  description,  there  are  20  who  do  not 
do  more  than  half  that  amount. 

8153.  Should  you  say  this  was  the  average  price,  "  Is.  a  score  may  be  called 
the  average  price?"— A  great  deal  of  that  depends  upon  the  quaUty,  whether  it 
is  good  or  not. 

8 1 ,54.  My  information  goes  on  to  say,  "Is.  may  be  called  the  average  price,  that  , 
is  to  say  Gs.  a  week,  supposing  them  to  do  a  score  a  day,  from  which  Is.  must 
be  deducted  for  the  straws,  leaving  5s.  a  week  as  the  average  earnings  of  an 
average  plaiter;"  do  vou  agree  in  that  statement?—!  do  not,  for  this  reason; 

that, 


o 
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that,  having  been  so  much  amongst  them,   having  asked  the  questions  so  often,    Mr.  Jame-.  Titrver. 

and  received  the  .same  answers  in  so  many  instances,  I  cannot  think  that  they        

could  every  one  be  teUing  an  untruth,  either  at  one  time  or  another  ;  tliat  is  the        2  Ma\  1838. 
reason  why  I  cannot  beheve  that  tiie  statement  can  be  true,  because  I  have  never 
heard  it  made  by  any  of  the  labourers  themselves,  from  beginning  to  end,  that 
ever  they  could  earn  any  thing  like  that  amount  of  money. 

81.5.5.  The  statement  goes  on  to  say  this:    "Girls  and  women  (the  former  . 

statement  was  probably  with  respect  to  men),  average  plaiters,  who  make  Tuscan 
or  Leghorn  plait,  earn  from  2a.  to  3s.  a  week  more  than  the  above,  that  is,  thev 
would  earn  about  7s.  or  Hs.  a  week  ;"  does  that  agree  with  your  information? — 
It  does  not. 

81 56.  What  do  you  think  they  could  earn  at  the  Tuscan  or  Leghorn  ? — Tlie 
best  workers  will  earn  about  5a-.  a  week,  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  very  best  ; 
but  others  do  not  earn  more  than  4*.  a  week ;  the  bent-work  is  considerably 
better  than  the  straw. 

8157.  The  statement  goes  on  to  say  tliis  :  "  Children  are  earning  in  this  district 
from  1*.  Gd.  to  3s.  a  week  at  coloured  plait;  very  small  children  can  earn 
Is.  6d.,"  does  that  agree  with  your  information  ? — It  does  not. 

8158-50.  ^Vhat  should  you  say  children  were  earning  at  coloured  plait  ? — All 
the  accounts  that  I  have  received,  and  I  have  taken  an  exceeding  deal  of  pains 
upon  it,  have  been,  that  children  from  9  years  of  age  would  earn  from  Gc/.,  if  they 
got  up  to  10  years  or  II  years  they  would  begin  to  earn  Is.  a  week. 

8160.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  a  Mr.  Wheeler,  a  merchant,  in  Luton, 
engaged  in  purchasing  this  straw  plaiting  ft-om  the  people? — I  do  not,  but  his 
information  would  not  be  applicable  to  the  Ampthill  Union  ;  there  is  a  market 
for  plait  in  Luton,  and  with  those  people  that  can  take  it  to  market  it  fetches  a 
better  price  than  with  those  who  have  to  sell  it  and  get  bread  for  it  at  once. 

8161.  How  far  is  Luton  from  Ampthill  ? — Fourteen  miles. 

81(12.  Is  not  the  merchant  who  buys  these  things  in  the  habit  of  sending 
people  round  the  country  to  collect  them  ? — He  is  ;  there  are  alwavs  persons  who 
buy  the  plait  from  persons  in  needy  circumstances,  and  in  small  portions,  two  or 
three  days'  work  at  once,  and  those  persons  do  not  get  so  good  a  price  as  if  thev 
could  take  it  to  the  market  at  Luton. 

Si 63.  If  the  difference  is  so  considerable  between  Luton  and  Ampthill,  and 
the  distance  between  the  two  places  is  only  14  miles,  would  it  not  be  worth  the 
while  of  the  plaiters  to  make  an  arrangement  to  take  their  plait  to  Luton  in 
order  to  sell  it  there  ? — There  are  a  great  many  that  cannot  wait,  but  must  sell 
it  beforehand,  and  hence  arises  the  lowness  of  the  price  that  they  get  compared 
with  what  they  would  have  if  they  sold  it  at  Luton. 

8164.  Mr.  Miles.]  Are  the  people  in  such  a  state  that  the  hucksters  will  not 
trust  them  and  allow  them  to  run  up  a  score  ? — They  are,  in  many  instances. 

8165.  Mr.  Fichlen.]  How  do  those  persons  employed  in  plaiting  obtain  their 
work  ? — They  buy  the  straws,  I  am  speaking  of  common  straws  now,  from 
persons  who  draw  them  from  the  wheat-sheaves  ;  they  cut  the  heads  oft',  and  sell 
them  to  them ;  they  sell  the  plait  to  any  body  they  choose  ;  but,  with  respect  to 
the  coloured  straws,  they  are  answerable  to  the  person  who  lets  out  the  coloured 
work,  and,  with  respect  to  the  bents,  they  are  obhged  to  fetch  the  bents  out,  and 
to  take  the  work  back  plaited  to  the  person  from  whom  they  fetched  the  bents. 

Suit).  From  the  information  you  have  been  able  to  obtain,  do  you  think  they 
make  the  best  use  of  the  means  they  have  to  obtain  the  best  prices  for  their 
work  ? — Under  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed,  I  believe  they  do. 

8ir>7.  Would  not  the  poverty  which  you  spoke  of  naturally  induce  them  to  do 
that,  if  there  were  no  other  motive? — It  does;  they  have  frequently  told  me 
when  I  have  said  "  How  do  you  live?"  "  We  get  a  bit  of  plait,  and  we  take  it 
and  get  a  pottle  loaf,  or  two  pottle  loaves,  for  our  plait ;"  carrying  it  on,  as  we 
say  in  the  north,  '•  from  hand  to  mouth." 

8108.  Chairman.]  Are  the  parishes  of  Toddington,  Sheftbrd  and  Clophill 
parishes  in  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — Sheftbrd  is  not,  Toddington  is  not,  Clophill  is. 

8it")9.  Is  there  a  plait-market  in  Clophill?— There  is  a  plait-buyer Uves  on  the 
road  between  Clophill  and  Maldon  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  "anv  market  in 
ClophiU. 

81  70.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  they  sell  this  plait  to  the  dealers  in  bread,  or  do  they 

B  exchange 
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h\T.  Junes  Turner  exchange  it  ? — They  sell  it,  I  beUeve,  in  some  instances  ;  but  I  am  not  very  well 

conversant  with  that  part,  to  whom  they  sell  it ;  I  have  scarcely  had  information 

2  Way  li-i^.       enough  to  be  sure  whether  they  exchange  it  for  bread,  or  whether  they  sell  it. 

8171.  But  you  believe,  from  the  information  you  have  received,  that  such  an 
exchange  does  take  place,  either  of  the  article  for  another,  or  that  they  are  paid 
for  it,  and  that  the  money  is  laid  out  in  bread? — That  such  an  exchange  does 
take  place,  with  or  without  money,  I  am  certain ;  but  whether  it  is  with  or 
without  I  am  not  aware. 

8172.  With  reference  to  some  of  the  labourers,  the  rate  of  whose  wages  has 
been  referred  to,  are  some  of  those  employed  by  a  brewer  who  employs  them  for 
other  purposes  than  agricultural  labour  ? — This  paper  says,  "  Labourers  employed 
by  Mr.  John  Morris  in  agricultural  business ;"  so,  I  presume  from  that,  that  it 
alludes  to  the  labourers  which  he  has  on  liis  farm. 

8173.  But  do  not  those  who  are  employed  in  going  out  with  drays,  and  doing 
the  work  of  a  brewer's  labourer,  receive  better  wages  than  those  employed  in 
agricultural  labour  only  ? — Certainly ;  those  men  that  work  at  this  brewery  have 
their  I0.s\  a  week,  and  their  beer  besides. 

Si 74.  You  have  already  stated  to  the  Committee  that  you  have  taken  gi-eat 
pains  to  ascertain  what  the  labourers  receive,  not  only  from  the  labourers  them- 
selves, but  from  the  larmers  who  employ  them,  in  some  instances  ? — I  have. 

8175.  And  you  have  uniformly,  or  nearly  so,  said  that  you  found  the  state- 
ments made  by  both  parties  to  agree  ? — In  general ;  very  often  I  did. 

8176.  And,  having  been  in  all  the  parishes,  can  you  have  any  doubt  in  your 
own  mind  that  the  information  you  have  received  is  correct  ?—  1  have  not  a  doubt 
on  my  mind. 

Si 77.  Your  object,  you  have  stated  to  the  Committee,  has  been  to  ascertain 
the  truth  in  making  those  inquiries,  and  you  have  also  said  that  you  should  be 
very  glad  to  be  corrected  by  any  one  in  evidence,  if  you  have  committed  any 
error;  that  is  your  feeling  stiU?— It  is;  and  I  have  taken  exceedingly  great 
pains. 

81 78.  Have  you,  since  the  Committee  sat  last,  been  down  again  in  the  Ampt- 
hill  Union,  to  make  incjuiries  ?— I  have  ;  I  went  down  immediately  after  the 
Committee  broke  up,  and  I  remained  there  till  I  was  called  for  on  Monday. 

8179.  Have  you  made  inquiries  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  there 
was  any  foundation  for  the  doubts  respecting  some  cases  which  you  submitted 
to  the  Committee,  which  were  thrown  out  by  some  gentlemen  in  the  room,  as  to 
the  correctness  of  them  ?  —I  have  ;  I  made  particular  inquiries  into  some  of  those 
cases,  upon  which  there  appeared  to  be  doubt  before  this  Committee. 

8 1 80.  One  question  which  was  put  to  you  before,  was,  how  these  people  lived  ? 
— It  was  ;  it  was  often  put. 

8181.  And  your  answer  was,  that  they  stated  to  you,  almost  invariably,  that 
thev  could  not  tell  themselves  ? — It  was  ;  I  made  that  answer. 

81 82.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  unwilUng  to  tell,  if  they  can 
tell?_No,  I  arn  not  ;  I  believe  they  would  tell  if  they  could  ;  but  their  manner 
of  livin"'  is  such,  that  they  themselves  cannot  describe  it.  I  have  often  asked  the 
question,  and  more  especially  wliile  I  have  been  down  this  latter  time,  "  How 
have  you  lived?"  and  the  answer  in  many  instances  has  been,  "  If  you  were  to 
ask  on  the  Saturday  night,  how  I  had  lived  the  three  last  days,  I  could  not  tell 

vou."  "  ,  •  , 

8183.  With  regard  to  men  out  of  work,  is  there  any  thing  which  you  wish  to 
state  on  that  subject,  which  has  turned  up  in  the  inquiries  during  your  recent 
\isit  to  Ampthill?— As  far  as  regards  the  people  out  of  work,  I  am  confirmed  in 
all  that  I  have  said  before  ;  I  believe  I  was  perfectly  correct,  and  I  have  seen  no 
reason,  after  some  pains  that  I  have  taken,  to  make  any  other  statement  than 
what  I  have,  that  there  were  a  great  many  that  were  out  of  work,  and  that  there 
are  a  great  many  now  that  are  out  of  work  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  I  think  I  shall 
be  right  if  I  state,  that  of  the  able-bodied  labourers  that  are  out  of  work,  a  very 
great  many  made  application  to  the  board  last  Thursday,  stating  that  they  were 
out  of  work,  and  had  r\o  means  of  livmg. 

81  84.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  you  have  heard  was  the  result  ol 
that  application  ?— I  am  told  that  in  no  instance  were  the  able-bodied  relieved, 
except  by  an  offer  of  the  workhouse.  Some  cases  were  of  an  exceedingly  distress- 
in"  kind,  but  no  reUef  could  be  given  to  them,  because  the  labourers  were  able- 

^  '  bodied. 
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bodied,  at  least  I  beg  to  correct  myself  when  I  say,  could  not ;  it  could  have  been  Mr.  Jamu  Turner. 
given,  but  there  was  none  given.  

8185.  Is  there  any  information  which  you  wish  to  give  the  Committee  relative        2  Way  1838. 
to  the  case  of  Samuel  Bonner,  mentioned  in  question  7480  ? — Samuel  Bonner  is 

the  person  who  was  alluded  to,  who  it  was  said  was  receiving  9."?.  a  week  from 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  at  the  same  time  was  receiving  2*.  6f/.  from  the  parish  ; 
the  facts  of  the  case  are,  that  Samuel  Bonner  was  receiving  2  s.  6d.  a  week  ;  he 
applied  to  a  steward  belonging  to  the  Duke,  who  gave  him  a  job  of,  I  think 
they  call  it,  burning  turf,  but  however,  burning  it  in  the  fields,  for  which  job  he 
paid  him  6*.  a  week ;  when  Samuel  Bonner  got  this  job  of  work,  he  did  not 
apply  for  his  Is.  Gd.,  and  it  was  left  with  a  shopkeeper  of  the  name  of  Attlee,  in 
Westoning  ;  for  three  weeks  Samuel  Bonner  did  not  know  that  the  money  was 
there  at  all ;  Samuel  Bonner  sent  for  some  articles  out  of  the  shop,  and  the  shop- 
keeper sent  word  back  that  he  had  a  fortune  for  him,  that  he  had  2s.  6d.  a  week 
for  liim  for  three  weeks  ;  he  would  not  have  it ;  he  went  on  the  Monday  and 
told  liim  he  would  not  have  it ;  on  the  Saturday  morning  it  remained  there,  and 
got  to  four  weeks,  and  then  it  was  10s.  ;  a  girl  about  13  years  of  age,  to  whom 
he  is  grandfather,  took  part  of  the  shop  goods  from  AtUee's  on  Saturday  evening 
home,  and  they  were  kept  in  the  end ;  the  fact  was  that  he  kept  those,  he  sent 
them  back  first,  and  they  were  sent  a  second  time,  and  he  kept  them,  and  the 
shopkeeper  sent  the  remainder,  which  amounted  to  the  sum  of  10s.  ;  I  saw  the 
shopkeeper  ;  I  saw  the  mistress  ;  she  made  the  statement  how  it  was  ;  the  farmers 
of  the  parish  did  not  think  that  Samuel  Bonner  was  wrong,  but  it  turned  out  that 
Samuel  Bonner  had  been  receiving  parochial  relief  from  the  Ampthill  Union  for  a 
great  number  of  weeks;  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  when  he  had  finished  his  job 
of  burning,  they  again  placed  him  on  the  parish  books  ;  so  that  if  the  charge  of 
refusing  out-door  relief  to  Samuel  Bonner  had  been  just,  it  was  unjust  in  them 
again  to  give  him  relief,  so  that  they  themselves  gave  him  reUef,  and  then  say 
that  they  refused  it  because  he  was  receiving  2s.  6d.a  week  and  9s.  a  week  from 
the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

8186.  Mr.  Miles.]  Did  you  get  the  dates  of  all  those  different  transactions  ? — It 
would  be  about  two  years  ago  since  this  10s.  was  paid  to  Attlee,  for  it  was  at  the 
time  that  another  relieving  officer  was  on,  different  from  the  one  that  now  is  on, 
and  he  has  been  on  for  verj'  nearly  two  years,  but  I  cannot  say  the  date. 

8187.  In  ascertaining  the  tinith  or  falsehood  of  this  statement,  dates  would  be 
very  necessary  indeed,  would  they  not  ? — The  returns  wliich  we  have  would 
show  the  dates  exactly,  and  the  returns  are  not  here. 

8188.  Chairman.]  Did  Samuel  Bonner  tell  you  at  the  same  time  that  he  was 
employed  with  his  son  Peter,  last  summer,  hoeing  turnijis,  and  earned  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  at  that  ? — He  did  not,  because  I  did  not  inquire  concern- 
ing that  when  I  was  dowm  ;  I  inquired  concerning  the  money  being  stopped,  and 
the  account  which  was  put  in,  and  I  did  not  inquire  about  his  earnings  since. 

8189.  Is  he  now  receiving  relief? — He  is  not. 

8190.  Does  he  complain  of  not  receiving  relief? — He  does. 

8191.  At  the  time  that  he  complained  of  not  receiving  rehef,  did  he  state  that 
he  was  earning  a  considerable  sum  in  hoeing  turnips? — He  did  not ;  he  is  77 
years  of  age  ;  he  cannot  earn  much  money  at  77  years  of  age. 

8192.  Did  he  state  that  last  week  he  and  his  son  were  employed  at  Mr.  Peter's, 
and  earned  a  considerable  sum  of  money  ? — He  did  not. 

8103.  Did  he  state  that  since  then  he  has  been  jobbing  about  and  picking 
and  selling  stones,  and  is  supposed  to  have  earned  at  that  work  .'js.  a  week  ? — He 
states  that  he  did  job  and  sell  stones,  but  that  he  did  not  earn  Is.  a  week ;  and 
that  statement  was  made  to  me  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  other  individuals, 
who,  if  he  had  been  telling  untruths,  would  have  contradicted  him. 

8194.  Mr.  Fieldcii]  Did  Samuel  Bonner  tell  you  that  he  had  refused  to  tJike 
this  2s.  ()d.  a  week  when  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ? — He  did. 

819.5.  Have  you  made  inquiries  to  satisfy  yourself  that  the  money  which  was 
said  to  have  been  paid  to  Samuel  Bonner  never  went  to  Samuel  Bonner  ? — The 
money  did  not  go,  but  Attlee,  the  shopkeeper,  sent  10s.  worth  of  goods  out  of 
his  shop  by  the  girl  to  him. 

8196.  But  after  this  period  Samuel  Bonner  again  made  application  for  reUef 
to  the  board,  and  it  appears,  from  the  returns  at  Ampthill,  that  Samuel  Bonner 
was  reheved  regularly  with  2s.  a  week  for  some  weeks  afterwards? — Yes,  he 
was. 

359-  B  2  8197.  If 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       "^ip"-  I^  Samuel  Bonner  had  practised  any  imposition  on  the  hoard  or  on  the 

relieving  officers,  would  it  not  have  heen  easy  for  them  to  detect  him  in  this 

2  May  1838.       imposition  hefore  they  renewed  his  relief? — Most  assuredly. 

8198.  Does  not  the  circumstance  of  their  not  doing  this,  raise  in  your  mind  a 
confirmation  of  Samuel  Bonner's  statement  heing  true  ? — I  have  no  douht  of 
the  truih  of  it. 

8190.  C/iainnaii.]  With  regard  to  Samuel  Bonner,  I  have  a  bill  here;  the 
statement  is  this — "  Sir,  I  have  a  sent  an  account  of  the  money  which  I  paid 
Bonner  and  son  for  turnip  hoeing;"  it  begins  July  1.5,  1837,  and  ends  the  2r)th 
of  August,  and  the  sum  paid  is  8/.  10*.,  and  there  is  in  a  part  of  the  statement, 
dated  the  29th  of  July,  an  entry  of  4*-.  relief,  which  I  suppose  Samuel  Bonner  must 
have  received  at  that  time ;  then  there  is  another  bill,  also  "  Sanuiel  Bonner  and 
Co.;"  does  he  work  with  his  family? — He  has  a  large  family,  three  or  four  sons. 

8200.  One  month  before  Michaelmas  1837,  and  three  weeks  after,  54  acres 
of  wheat  setting,  at  6a\  an  acre,  about  the  amount  of  liil.  4.«..,  two  men  and  six 
boys  ;  then  I  suppose  Samuel  Bonner  is  in  the  habit  of  engaging  to  undertake  a 
certain  description  of  Avork  ? — I  cannot  think  that  he  is  ;  I  have  no  account  that 
he  is  ;  I  do  not  dispute  that  he  is,  but  I  cannot  tliink  tluit  a  man  of  77  years  of 
age  is  a  man  that  would  engage  in  many  jobs  of  work. 

8-201.  This  is  the  statement  the  man  nuidc  to  the  board  of  guardians  on 
Tlmrsday  last ;  he  appeared  at  the  board  on  the  iiGth  of  April  1838,  and  the 
following  statement  was  elicited  from  him,  "  that  himself  and  son  had  set  50 
acres  of  wheat  for  one  gentleman,  at  (is.  an  acre,  and  the  time  it  took  was  six 
weeks,  and  that  in  dividing  the  money,  his  son  had  12s.  more  than  he;"  so  that 
he  received  a  considerable  part  of  tlie  money,  but  that  might  be  to  be  divided 
among  others,  and  consequently  this  old  man,  who  is  stated  to  be  incapable  of 
work,  earned  24s.  and  his  son  26s.  ? — I  think  it  veiy  improbable  that  a  man  77 
years  of  age,  should  earn  24  s.  a  week. 

8202.  Do  you  not  think  it  probable,  that  if  24.y.  a  week  are  assigned  as  the  share 
of  Samuel  Bonner,  he  would  have  had  to  divide  some  portion  of  that  among  the 
boys  he  employed  ? — He  must  have  a  considerable  portion  to  divide,  if  he  re- 
ceived 24*.  a  week. 

8203.  Mr.  Fielden.]  That  allows  to  Samuel  Bonner  and  his  boys  an  acre  a 
day ;  have  you  been  able  to  ascertain  that  a  man  and  two  boys  had  been  able  to 
do  an  acre  a  day  while  you  have  been  down  to  Ampthill  ? — I  have  not,  nor  have 
I  ascertained  that  they  can  do  it. 

8204.  You  tliink  that  this  story  of  Samuel  Bonner,  at  the  age  of  77  earning 
24s.  a  week,  is  not  worth  notice  ?— I  think  it  is  proving  too  much. 

8205.  Chairman.]  When  you  give  that  opinion  with  regard  to  the  earnings  of 
24s.  a  week,  has  it  ever  been  assumed  that  Samuel  Bonner  received  the  whole 
of  that  24s.  himself? — Certainly  not ;  he  would  have  two  or  three  boys  to  pay. 

8206.  What  would  he  pay  those  two  or  three  boys  ? — At  the  highest  it  would 
be  6  fZ.  a  day,  which  would  be  3s.  a  week,  9s.  to  be  deducted  from  the  24  s., 
leaving  him  15s. 

8207.  Fifteen  shillings  would  be  that  which  would  remain  to  the  share  of 
Samuel  Bonner  ? — Yes. 

8208.  Mr.  Fielden.]  With  respect  to  the  case  of  Susan  Deacon,  on  your  evi- 
dence some  doubts  were  thrown  ;  I  find,  in  7583,  this  question  put  to  you  : 
"  Do  you  know  that,  upon  the  average,  she  has  two  midwifery  cases  a  week, 
and  that  for  each  case  she  has  4s.  ?  and  your  answer  was,  "  She  stated  that  she 
had  3s.  for  a  case  of  that  sort,  but  often  went  unpaid ;"  have  you  made  any 
inquiries,  and  do  you  wish  to  make  any  communication  relative  to  Susan  Deacon  ? 
— I  do  ;  I  have  seen  Susan  Deacon  three  times  ;  I  first  saw  her,  and  related  to 
her  what  had  been  said,  and  begged  of  her  if  she  could  furnish  me  with  the 
number  of  cases  that  .she  had  had'for  the  last  12  months  ;  on  going  again,  sub- 
sequently, she  did  so,  and  stated  that  she  had  had  in  the  year  21  cases,  from 
the  date  of  the  statement  being  made  here,  12  months  back,  18  of  which  she 
had  been  paid  for  at  3s.  each,  and  three  she  had  not  got  paid  for  ;  so  that  the 
104  in  the  year  were  reduced  to  21. 

8209.  And  of  those  21  only  18  were  paid  for?— That  was  what  she  stated. 

8210.  Do  you  think  that  this  woman  would  be  able  to  give  the  names  of  those 
she  attended  in  their  confinement  ?— I  should  think  she  would,  but  I  did  not 
ask  for  the  names. 

8211.  Then 
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821 1.  Then  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  statement  conveyed  in  this  question  is  Mr.  Jumts  Turner. 

totally  untrue  ? — Totally  untrue ;  tliat  was  my  impression  at  the  time  it  was       

made,  and  I  had  it  confirmed  when  I  was  there.  ::  May  18:58. 

8212.  Mr.  Miles.']  Is  the  woman  in  the  habit  of  going  out  as  nurse,  besides 
attending  the  cases  of  midwifery  ? — I  do  not  remember  that  she  is  in  the  habit 
of  being  a  nurse. 

8213.  Did  you  inquire  of  her  ? — I  did. 

8214.  Mr.  Flelden.]  To  question  731 1,  which  was  this,  "  Generally  speaking, 
do  you  find  in  the  Amptliill  Union  that  wages  have  diminished?"  you  answered, 
"  Not  in  day-work,  but  in  task-work  they  have  diminished  to  a  great  extent,  in 
work  wrought  by  the  great,  in  everj-  instance  the  wages  have  decreased,  that  is, 
threshing  used  to  be  '2s.  a  load,  and  now  it  is  done  at  1  s.  He/.,  and  in  some  places 
at  Is.  6rf. ;"  is  there  any  thing  you  wish  to  say  to  the  Committee,  arising  out  of 
that  question  and  answer  ? — A  doubt  being  expressed  of  the  truth  of  such  a  state- 
ment, I  took  some  pains  to  inquire,  in  order  to  set  the  thing  as  clearly  as  possible 
before  the  Committee ;  I  have  taken  the  names  of  a  number  of  labourers,  with 
t!ie  prices  they  used  to  have,  and  the  prices  they  have  now,  and  I  have  done  the 
same  with  farmers  as  well,  and  I  will  put  it  in :  "  John  Heaton,  a  labourer  in 
Westoning  parish,  states,  that  he  has  been  a  bean-setter  for  several  years  ;  five 
years  ago  lie  had  2s.  a  bushel  for  setting  ;  last  year  and  the  present  year  he  set 
them  at  Is.  Gd.  a  bushel  ;  no  farmer  in  the  parish  in  which  he  resided,  which  is 
Westoning,  has  given  more,  only  three,  and  they  have  given  Is.  8d.  this  year  for 
setting  beans  :  Thomas  Russell  is  a  labourer  in  Westoning,  is  now  making  a  ring 
fence,"  a  description  of  fence  which  is  used  verj'  frequently,  "  at  2r/.  a  pole  ; 
four  years  ago,  would  have  had  3c/.  for  the  same  job,  and  states  that  task-work 
has  generally  declined  in  the  same  j)roportion  throughout  his  parish :  Robert 
Hilliard,  a  labourer  in  the  parish  of  Westoning,  states,  he  has  \s.  8d.  a  load  of 
five  bushels  for  threshing  wheat ;  never  had  less  than  2  s.  before  he  went  to  his 
last  place,  about  two  years  ago ;  four  vears  back  had  2s.  for  exactly  the  same 
work." 

821/5.  Mr.  Barnehy.']  Does  not  the  price  of  threshing  vary  very  much  in  differ- 
ent years,  according  to  the  production  and  casting  of  the  wheat  ? — I  beUevc  it 
has  varied  at  different  times  ;  but  it  has  varied  downward,  and  not  upward. 

821 6.  Do  you  know  comparatively  what  the  casting  of  the  wheat  was  at  those 
diflferent  periods  ? — I  do  not ;  but  I  will  show  before  I  have  done  how  much 
m.ore  they  liave  to  do  :  "  Edward  Underv\ood,  a  labourer  in  Millbrook  parish,  is 
digging  gravel  by  the  great,  for  Mr.  SwafFliill,  at  \0d.  a  yard  ;  Mr.  Swaflhill  used 
to  give  William  Gibbs  Is.  a  yard  for  the  same  work." 

8217.  Chairman.]  Did  Edward  Underwood,  when  he  told  you  this,  tell  you 
that  it  was  the  same  description  of  work  ? — He  did. 

8218.  Did  he  tell  you  that  it  was  dug  in  the  same  pit? — Yes. 

8219.  Did  he  not  tell  you  that  it  was  dug  in  a  different  pit,  and  was  work  of  a 
different  description? — He  did  not. 

8220.  Did  lie  not  tcU  you  that  he  could  now  earn  12s.  a  week  at  \0d.  a  yard, 
and  that  he  never  earned  above  10s.  a  week  at  the  old  pit,  when  the  work  was  at 
Is.  a  yard? — He  did  not,  he  made  no  such  statement ;  he  did  state  that  he  had 
never  done  it  at  1  s.  a  yard,  but  William  Gibbs  had. 

8221.  Did  he  state  that  a  man  of  the  name  of  Lancaster  had  done  it  at  1  s.  a 
yard  ? — I  do  not  remember  ;  I  have  no  account  but  of  William  Gibbs. 

8222.  But  he  told  you  that,  at  the  same  work,  and  in  the  same  pit,  WiUiam 
Gibbs  was  paid  1  s.  a  yard  ? — He  did. 

8223.  He  did  not  state  that  the  work  was  of  entirely  a  difl'erent  description 
and  a  different  pit  ^ — He  did  not. 

8224.  And  that  12s.  could  be  earned  at  the  pit  where  the  price  was  \0d.  a 
yard,  and  only  10s.  a  week  where  the  price  was  Is.  a  yard  ? — He  did  not :  "  John 
Parkinson  is  a  thresher,  in  the  parish  ofMaulden  ;  he  has  Is.  a  quarter  of  eight 
bushels  for  threshing  oats  ;  four  years  ago  lie  had  Is.  Ad. ;  Sd.  a  load  of  five 
bushels  for  threshing  beans  ;  had  four  years  back  Is.  ;  Is.  7rf.  a  load  of  five 
bushels  for  threshing  wheat,  had  then  2  s.  ;  used  to  count  nine  trusses  of  straw 
a  day's  work,  now  counts  1 1  ;  is  quite  sure  that  this  system  is  general  in  the 
parish  ofMaulden."  This  statement  was  taken  in  the  presence  of  his  master, 
who  confirmed  it.  "Joseph  Ashby  is  a  labourer,  and  is  tlireshing  at  Is  8d.  a 
load;  he  used  to  have  2  s.  Gd.  four  years  ago;  had  2  s.  for  the  same  work  that 
he  has  now  Is.  8d.  for ;  says  the  men    dare  not  complain  now,  and  then  the 

359.  B  3  masters 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  masters  Say  they  are  more  contented ;  when  he  had  2  s.  a  load  for   threshing, 

he  bought  a  load  of  tail  wheat  at  1/.  fj.s.  ;  now  he  has  Is.  8(/.,  and   must  give 

a  May  1838.       1  /.  i8i-.  for  a  load." 

8225.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Did  he  explain  why  the  labourers  durst  not  complain 
now?— Because  if  they  did  they  would  be  turned  away,  and  would  not  get 
another  job. 

8226.  Chairman.]  Under  any  state  of  things,  if  the  labourers  were  discon- 
tented and  dissatisfied,  and  made  complaints  to  the  masters,  would  it  not  be 
very  natural  that  the  masters  should  try  to  find  other  labourers  ? — U  they  had 
no  just  cause  for  complaint ;  if  the  complaint  was  unjust,  I  think  the  master 
would  be  perfectly  justified  in  so  doing ;  but  when  the  complaints  are  just,  is 
another  thing. 

8227.  Must  not  the  master  be,  in  some  degree,  a  judge  of  whether  the  com- 
plaint is  just  or  not '? — I  think  he  should ;  but  he  is  not  always  perfect. 

8228.  Air.  Fielden.]  Does  the  scarcity  of  work  and  the  dread  of  having  to 
come  to  the  workhouse  operate  to  induce  them  to  accept  lower  wages  than  they 
otherwise  would  do  ? — It  does  ;  and  I  am  prepared  to  give  an  explanation  of 
that ;  six  married  men  were  working  for  Mr  Musgrave  at  1  s.  a  day ;  their 
names  were,  Robert  Cox,  WiUiam  Cox,  William  Harris,  John  Cox,  James  Hyde, 
and  Joseph  Denton  ;  he  told  them  if  they  chose  they  might  come  at  1  *•.  a  day  ; 
they  did  so  ;  they  had  no  other  course  to  take  ;  either  do  that  or  starve. 

8229.  Chairman.]  Had  they  also  an  opportunity  of  going  into  the  workhouse  ? 
— Yes,  but  the  workhouse  is  not  a  place  for  them  to  like  to  go  into. 

8230.  What  meaning  do  you  attach  to  the  word  "  starve  "  ? — Having  no 
victuals. 

823 1 .  If  they  have  no  victuals,  how  do  they  live  ? — That  is  a  question  I  before 
said  they  could  not  answer  themselves  ;  but  they  would  suffer  any  privations. 

8232.  By  star\'ing,  you  mean  suffering  considerable  privations? — I  mean  not  a 
sufficiency  of  provisions  ;  I  do  not  mean  having  nothing  at  all. 

S233.  Mr.  Barnehij.]  If  they  had  been  sent  into  the  workhouse,  would  they 
not  have  had  a  sufficiency  of  ^^ctuals  there  ? — No. 

8234.  How  do  you  mean  that  they  would  not  have  had  a  sufficiency  of  vic- 
tuals ;  you  are  of  opinion  they  have  not  a  sufficiency  of  victuals  in  the  work- 
house ? — I  never  saw  a  person  who  has  been  in  the  workhouse  who  has  said  that 
they  had  a  sufficiency. 

8235.  What  is  your  own  opinion  ? — My  opinion  is  that  they  have  not 
enough. 

8236.  Chairjiian.]  Are  you  aware,  when  you  say  that  they  had  not  a  suffi- 
ciency of  victuals  in  the  workhouse,  what  is  the  dietary  in  one  of  the  largest 
parishes  in  this  town,  which  has  been  tried  many  years,  and  found  perfectly  to 
answer,  namely,  St.  George's,  Hanover-square? — I  am  not. 

8237.  Are  you  aware  that  the  dietary  of  the  Ampthill  workhouse  is  very 
nearly  the  same  as  that  of  St.  George's,  Hanover-square  ? — I  am  not  acquainted 
with  what  St.  George's  is  at  all. 

S23S.  In  what  respect  do  you  think  the  dietary'  insufficient  of  the  Ampthill 
workhouse? — I  think  they  have  not  a  sufficiency  of  bread. 

8239.  That  being  the  case,  what  would  you  say  if  you  found  tliat  the  Ampthill 
dietar}',  as  compared  with  the  dietaiy  which  I  have  just  alluded  to,  and  which  has 
been  tried  successfully  for  many  years  in  the  metropolis,  gives  four  ounces  more 
of  bread  than  St.  George's  ? — I  should  think  the  allowance  in  St.  George's  was 
A'erj-  scanty,  if  it  was  four  ounces  less  than  the  Ampthill. 

8240.  Mr.  Hodges.]  With  regard  to  those  six  men  who  were  employed  by 
Mr.  Musgrave,  at  Is.  a  day,  do  you  happen  to  know  at  what  work  they  were 
employed  ?— Labouring  Avork  on  the  farm,  I  believe  ;  twitching  is  the  term  they 
give  it. 

8241.  Is  that  the  common  sort  of  work  in  that  part  of  the  countr\? — It  is. 

8242.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  were  employed  along  with  other 
men  upon  that  farm  ?— There  were  other  men  employed  upon  the  farm  at  1  s.  6rf. 
a  day  ;  but  whether  employed  in  the  same  field  or  not,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

8243.  1^0  you  know  whether  any  men  were  employed  upon  that  sort  of  work 
at  higher  wages  than  1  s.  a  day  ? — I  do  not  know  at  what  work  they  were  em- 
ployed ;  I  know  other  labourers  beside  those  six  were  receiving  \s.  6d.  a  day; 
but  whether  they  were  employed  on  the  same  sort  of  work,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say. 

8244.  Do 
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8244.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  if  that  work  had  not  been  taken  by   Mr,  James  Turner. 

those  men  at  Is.  a  day,  it  was  so  necessary,  that  labourers  must  have  been  en-       

gaged  to  do  it  at  a  higher  rate  of  wages?— I  should  think  that  it  was  necessary        2  May  1838. 
work  ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  it  would  have  been  neglected  or  would 
have  been  done  if  they  had  refused  to  do  it  at  1  s.  a  day. 

824,5.  Mr.  Fielden.]  There  is  a  question  7892,  relative  to  task-work,  "  Will 
you  state  to  the  Committee  what  you  have  heard  as  to  the  wages  paid  for  task- 
work ?"  and  your  answer  was,  "The  price. of  task-work,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  it,  is,  for  threshing,  from  1  s.  6d.  to  1  s.  8d.  per  load  of  five  bushels, 
in  1834  ;  four  years  ago  the  price  would  have  been  from  Is.  lOd.  to  2.s;"  have 
you  any  additional  observations  to  make  in  answer  to  that  (juestion  ? — I  have  the 
names  of  some  farmers  who  have  confirmed  the  statement  which  I  had  before 
made  :  "  Mr.  Webb  is  a  farmer  in  Marston,  and  is  quite  sure  that  wages  have 
been  much  reduced  in  the  last  four  years  ;  by  task-work  he  used  to  give  2  s.  a 
load  of  five  bushels  for  threshing,  he  now  gives  Is.  8d.,  and  states  that  he  gives 
the  same  as  his  neighbours  ;  he  now  gives  8d.  a.  load  for  threshing  beans  j  he 
used  to  give  1  s.  ;  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Westoning,  says  that  he  employs  some  men  ; 
he  says  work  is  done  for  much  less  than  it  used  to  be  ;  he  can  now  let  his  jobs 
for  less  money,  and  the  men  are  much  more  glad  to  get  it ;  Mr.  Read  says  " 
(it  was  his  statement  which  1  put  in  when  I  said  that  the  statement  of  the 
labourer  had  been  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  master),  but  he  gives  me  some 
more  information  of  draining ;  "  Mr.  Read  is  a  farmer,  and  says  that  he  has 
some  men  draining  for  him  at  the  present  time  at  3s.  6d.  a  score  of  20  poles;" 
that  is  the  manner  they  reckon  it  there  ;  "  four  years  ago  he  must  have  given 
4s.  (jd.  for  the  same  work." 

8246.  That  testimony  comes  from  farmers  who  employ  the  labourers  upon  the 
land  ? — It  does. 

8247.  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  information,  which  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
doubted  upon  your  former  examination,  is  correct  ? — I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is 
correct ;  take  it  in  the  general,  there  may  be  exceptions,  there  may  be  indiNdduals 
who  do  give  rather  more  wages  than  others  ;  but  take  it  in  the  general,  I  am 
quite  sure  that  it  is  correct. 

8248.  Mr.  Freshjield.]  The  inquiry  you  made  was  from  the  farmers ;  did  you 
follow  up  the  inquiry  to  any  particular  labourer  who  had  worked  at  those  lower 
rates  of  task-work  ? — I  did ;  and  in  one  of  those  instances  in  which  I  stated, 
what  he  had,  in  the  instance  of  Parkinson,  he  states  now  that  he  used  to  consider 
a  day's  work  nine  trusses,  now  he  considers  a  days  work  1 1  trusses,  but  he 
could  have  earned  1  s.  a  week  more  than  he  does  now,  though  he  puts  1 1  trusses 
instead  of  nine  as  a  day's  work 

8249.  Did  you  understand  that  the  work  was  overworking  him,  or  that  he 
did  now  a  fair  day's  work  ? — I  am  not  able  to  speak  to  that,  but  all  the  labourers 
whom  I  have  conversed  with  upon  it,  and  in  whom  I  can  place  reliance,  state 
that  they  could  earn  2  s.  a  week  by  task-work  more  than  by  the  day,  but  now 
they  cannot  earn  more  than  1  s.  a  week. 

8250.  Does  that  prove  more  than  that  the  farmer  had  discovered  a  mode  of 
procuring  a  fair  proportion  of  labour  for*  the  money  he  paid  for  it  ?-  -I  cannot 
answer  that. 

8251.  Mr.  Fielden. 1  Is  it  not  possible,  by  placing  the  labourer  in  needy  cir- 
cumstances, to  exact  a  larger  day's  work  than  ought  reasonably  to  be  recjuired? 
— Certainly,  and  those  men  are  compelled,  through  the  situations  in  which  they 
are  placed,  to  do  more  work  for  the  money  than  they  used  to  do ;  I  before 
stated  that  I  do  not  understand  how  much  labour  an  agricultural  labourer  should 
perform,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  answer  (juestions  that  I  do  not  understand. 

82.V2.  The  question  7142  refers  to  George  Cox ;  do  you  wish  to  make  any 
statement  relative  to  George  Cox,  in  consequence  of  yom-  intiuiries  during  the 
Recess  ? — I  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  when  that  family  went  out  of  the  work- 
house, the  youngest  child  was  taken  out  naked,  with  the  exception  of  having  a 
petticoat  of  the  eldest  sister  taken  ofi"  and  put  round  it.  I  was  told  in  the  Com- 
mittee-room that  I  was  most  grossly  deceived  ;  I  have  seen  the  party  ;  the  party 
is  again  in  the  workhouse,  and  1  am  not  deceived,  and  I  have  not  deceived  the 
Committee.  The  truth  was,  that  the  child  was  taken  out,  as  I  have  stated,  not- 
withstanding what  was  said  to  the  contrary  in  the  Committee-room. 

82,53.  George  Cox  was  a  man  who  bore  a  good  character? — I  put  in  a  cha- 
racter which  had  been  given  to  him,  wliich  gave  him  an  excellent  character  ;  and 

359-  2  4  I  liave 
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Mr.Jumes  Turner,   j  j^jj^.g  j^^^^j^  q^Jj^,.  inquiries,  and  I  find  that  that  character  is  borne  out,  that  he 
deser\'es  tlic  character  which  is  there  stated. 
2  May  1838.  82.-,4.  And  notwitlistandiiii;  that  character,   is  he  now,  from  sheer  necessity, 

compelled  to  accept  the  workhouse,  and  now  in  there? — He  is. 

S'j .-,.',.  Mr.  Frcshfield.']  In  this  case  of  Cox's,  have  you  taken  any  means  of  as- 
certaining what  his  situation  was  inunediately  before  his  going  to  the  workhouse  ? — 
I  think  I  stated  at  the  time  that  he  had  been  out  of  work  ;  and  about  the  last 
Easter,  a  year  ago,  lie  went  into  the  workliouse,  and  remained  a  considerable  time. 

S2.'5b.  You  do  not  know  his  state  inunediately  before  his  going  into  the  work- 
house ? — He  was  living  at  the  time,  before  he  went  into  the  workhouse,  in  a  house 
without  any  flooring,  without  any  windows  either  up-stairs  or  down. 

8:2 -,7.  Do  you  know  of  any  means  being  taken  by  him  to  endeavour  to  get  em- 
ployment immediately  before  he  went  into  the  workhouse  ? — After  he  came  out 
of  the  workhouse  the  last  time,  wliich  was  at  the  time  that  he  was  living  in  this 
house  in  the  manner  which  1  describe,  he  did  get  work  ;  but  his  health  is  gone  ; 
he  has  been  living  in  barns  between  four  and  five  months  up  to  November,  in  conse- 
(pience  of  his  house  being  broken  up  through  being  in  the  workhouse,  and  his 
health  is  not  good,  and  he  is  not  able  now  to  do  a  good  day's  work. 

82,58.  Then,  the  state  of  his  health  is  one  of  the  leading  circumstances  which 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  receive  workhouse  relief? — That  and  not  having 
work  ;  he  tried  to  get  work,  and  did  get  work ;  whetiier  he  would  have  been 
able  to  keep  his  work  or  not,  I  am  not  able  to  say,  provided  he  had  been  a  stout 
man  ;  but  having  lived  the  life  wdiich  I  have  stated,  with  a  family,  it  is  not  much 
wonder  if  is  health  is  bad. 

8-259.  ^'^-  Pielden.~\  Have  you  reason  to  think  that  his  health  has  been 
injured  in  consequence  of  his  suffering,  from  want  of  work,  and  from  privations 
consequent  upon  want  of  work  and  of  wages  ? — I  have,  and  do  believe  it. 

8260.  There  was  a  question  put  by  the  Chairman,  71  GO,  "  Does  it  appear 
that  Kichard  Lack  entered  the  house  on  the  11th  of  December  1S37  and  left  it 
on  the  3d  of  March  1838?"  your  answer  was,  "He  states  that  he  had  been 
four  months  ;  that  would  be  about  the  time  ;  they  are  not  very  correct  with  dates." 
Have  you  any  observations  which  you  wish  to  make  on  this  case  of  Thomas 
Lack  ? — I  have  a  word  or  two  that  I  would  say  on  that  subject  ;  in  stating  the 
case  of  Lack  and  Cox,  and  two  or  three  of  that  description,  I  was  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  this,  that  those  people  were  destitute  of  homes 
when  they  had  been  once  in  the  workhouse  ;  it  was  stated,  in  answer  to  my 
observation  of  the  children  not  knowing  their  jjarents,  or  not  being  able  to 
remember  their  father,  that  those  children  met  their  parents  twice  a  day  at  family 
prayers  ;  I  took  very  particular  ])ains  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  that  statement, 
and"  I  found  that  Lack  had  been  in  the  workhouse  three  weeks  at  the  time  they 
were  in  ;  family  prayer  was  not  used  collectively,  together,  that  is,  all  in  one 
room;  that  up  to  a  certain  time,  the  24th  of  Jaimary,  family  prayer  had  been 
performed  in  separate  places,  so  that  the  people  had  not  assembled  together  at 
the  time  to  which  I  alluded. 

8261.  Chairman.]  Did  you  make  that  allusion  to  family  prayer  on  the  former 
occasion? — It  Avas  stated  that  they  met  together  in  family  prayers,  so  that  they 
did  see  one  another  twice  a  day. 

8262.  How  long  was  the  man  in  the  house? — Between  three  and  four  months, 

8263.  During  that  time  you  said  that  the  children  had  forgotten  their  parents, 
and  then  you  ([ualified  that  by  saying  that  they  had  forgotten  their  father,  and 
that  was  afterwards  confined  to  the  two  youngest,  as  the  eldest  was  four  years 
and  a  half  old,  and  the  next  was  two  years  and  a  half  old  ;  do  you  think  a  child 
two  years  and  a  half  old  would  forget  its  father  at  the  end  of  two  months  ? — I  think 
it  is  possible,  with  his  workhouse  dress  on. 

8264.  Do  you  undertake  to  say  that  Lack  did  not  see  his  family  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  being  in  the  workhouse  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  I  mean  to  say, 
that  when  he  saw  them  they  were  in  the  infirmary,  they  were  sick,  but  they  had 
been  in  the  house  three  weeks  before  they  had  been  in  the  infirmary. 

82(),5.  Is  this  true,  that  the  children  had  the  measles  while  they  were  in  the 
workhouse  ? — Yes. 

82(i6.  "Was  not  that  the  reason  for  their  being  kept  separately  from  the  others  ? 
— Certainly. 

8267.  Therefore,  is  there  any  grievance  in  their  being  kept  separately  during 
the  time  they  had  infectious  coinplaints  ?  —Not  if  they  had  infectious  complaints, 

and 
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and  other  children  were  there ;  but  the  grievance  is,  that  they  are   separated,  Mr.  JaniLS  Turner. 

whether  they  have  an  infectious  'complaint  or  not.  

82(iS.  Do  you  undertake  to  say,  that  though   there  is  a  classification  in  the       2  May  1838. 
workhouses,  members  of  the  same   family,  upon   making   application   to  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  may  not  see  each  other  at  proper  times  ? — They  may, 
sometimes. 

8269.  If  that  is  the  case,  and  if  there  is  permission  given  by  the  master  of 
the  workhouse,  and  by  the  regulations  under  which  the  workhouse  is  governed, 
for  members  of  a  family  to  see  each  other  upon  making  an  appUcation  at  pro- 
per times,  the  separation  is  not  such  as  to  lead  members  of  a  family  to  forget 
each  other  ? — But  they  do  not  often  ask  to  see  them  ;  for  this  reason,  while  they 
are  there  they  do  not  wish  to  give  any  unnecessary  trouble,  and  they  are  very 
much  afraid,  a  great  many  of  them,  I  am  speaking  of  those  of  good  character, 
such  as  Lack  ;  those  men  of  good  character  do  not  wish  to  give  unnecessary 
trouble ;  besides,  when  they  do  wish  to  see  each  other,  somebody  stands  over 
them  the  whole  of  the  time,  hke  a  prisoner  in  a  gaol,  so  that  they  can  merely 
look  at  each  other  ;  on  that  account  they  are  not  nearly  so  anxious  to  see  each 
other  as  they  would  othenvise  be  if  they  could  speak  to  each  other. 

8270.  When  you  say  that  somebody  stands  over  them,  so  that  they  can 
merely  look  at  each  other,  you  mean,  that  the  different  members  of  the  family 
see  each  other  in  the  presence  of  some  third  party  ? — I  do. 

8271.  The  presence  of  that  third  party  does  not  interfere  with  their  speaking 
with  each  other,  or  holding  any  private  communication  that  they  might  wish '? 
— Certainly. 

8272.  Would  it  prevent  a  man  who  wished  to  say  any  thing  to  liis  wife  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  overheard  from  saying  it  ? — It  would. 

8273.  Supposing  the  master  of  a  workhouse,  or  any  other  person,  10  be  in 
the  room,  would  it  prevent  the  husband  from  saying  any  thing  to  the  wife  .- — 
My  information  is,  that  they  cannot  speak  to  one  another  without  being  heard 
in  any  thing  they  say ;  that  is  my  information,  and  from  all  the  parties  that  I 
have  asked  upon  that  subject. 

S274.  This  is  the  statement  which  I  have  with  regard  to  Thomas  Lack  :  he 
states,  "That  the  separation  from  his  children  whilst  he  was  in  the  workhouse 
was  not  by  him  felt  as  a  grievance  ;  he  was  never  refused  permission  by  the 
master  or  matron  to  see  his  children  when  he  asked,  but  once,  and  that  was 
when  he  had  two  of  them  ill  of  the  measles,  and  then  the  matron  stated  that 
he  had  better  not  go  to  them,  for  fear  of  spreading  the  infection  to  other  parts  of 
the  family;  he  often  went  to  see  them.  (Signed)  Thomas  Lack."  If  that 
statement,  which  appears  to  be  signed  by  the  man  in  question,  is  a  true  state- 
ment, do  you  think  he  had  any  reasonable  ground  of  complaint  ? — If  that 
statement  is  true,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  and  he  knew  what  he  was  signin"-, 
then  I  say  the  complaints  which  are  made  by  the  wife  to  me  are  not  justly 
founded  ;  I  have  another  word  to  say  concerning  Thomas  Lack  ;  it  was  stated 
that  Tliomas  Lack  had  a  sum  of  money  lent  to  him,  and  that  for  his  good 
conduct  he  had  had  a  shilling  or  two  given  to  him  privately,  and  I  was  very 
happy  to  hear  that  he  had  borne  such  a  character ;  I  took  upon  me  to  call  last 
Tuesday  at  his  house  to  see  him  ;  Tuesday  is  rather  early  in  the  week  ;  I  found 
him  in  not  so  good  a  situation  as  I  should  have  imagined  ;  I  brought  the  whole 
of  the  provisions  that  Thomas  Lack  had  for  his  family  to  live  upon  when  I  went 
into  the  house  on  Tuesday  morning ;  that  was  the  whole  of  the  allowance  they 
had  to  live  upon  for  the  week  ;  [exhibiting  the  same]  four  of  those  children  are 
sick,  and  have  been  since  they  came  out  of  the  workhouse,  and  this  man  can 
have  no  relief  in  this  situation  only  by  going  into  the  workhouse  again. 

S27.5.   Is  Lack  employed ?-  He  is. 

827ti.  What  are  his  wages  ? — Nine  shillings. 

S277.  I*^  liis  wite  doing  any  thing  .'—She  was  not,  with  four  sick  children. 

8278.  Were  any  of  the  children  doing  any  thing? — The  eldest  child,  that  had 
been  making  lace,  was  sick  and  in  bed. 

8279.  Were  the  other  children  doing  any  thing? — They  were  not. 

8280.  Were  all  the  children  incapacitated  from  earning  by  sickness? — I  could 
not  find  that  any  were  earning  any  thing  when  1  was  there. 

8281.  Supposing  that  to  be  the  case,  that  Thomas  Lack  was  able  to  work,  and 
his  wife  unable  to  work,  from  having  to  attend  to  four  children  who  were  ill,  and 
that  those  were  unable  themselves  to  work,  do  you  beheve  that  if  that  statement 

Z59-  c  were 
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Mr.  Jatnes  Turner,  were  made  to  the  board  of  guardians  at  Ampthill,  and  appeared  to  be  true,  they 

would  refuse  to  give  that  man   out-door  relief? — I  do,   for  this  reason,   that  a 

2  May  1838.       case  of  a  similar  nature  to  that  was  taken  before  them   last  Thursday,  and  was 
refused  relief. 

8282.  To  what  case  do  you  allude? — It  is  one  that  I  never  named. 

8j8;^  You  are  aware  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  rules  of  the  Commissioners 
as  applicable  to  the  Ampthill  Union  which  would  preclude  them  from  giving 
relief  in  such  cases  ? — I  am  aware  that  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  Amjithill 
Union  could,  if  they  thought  i)roper,  give  out-door  relief;  that  the  withholding 
of  that  does  not  belong  to  the  Commissioners,  but  to  the  board  itself;  let  us 
not  put  more  upon  the  Commissioners  than  belongs  to  them. 

8284.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  I  understand  by  that,  that  you  are  aware  that  the 
peremptory  rule  has  not  been  issued  by  the  Commissioners  ? — T  mean  by  that, 
that  the  perempton-  ni\e,  withholding  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  has  not 
been  issued  to  the  Ampthill  Union.  This  is  the  ctxse  of  Samuel  Odell ;  this  Samuel 
Odell  is  a  man  that  has  been  a  good  deal  out  of  work,  and  in  consequence  of 
being  out  of  work,  has  gone  poaching,  and  has  been  committed  to  prison,  I  think 
twice,  for  poaching  ;  I  do  not  set  up  this  man  as  being  a  man  of  good  character ; 
I  state  to  the  Committee  what  I  know ;  but  he  is  not  a  man  that  gets  drank, 
and  is  never  known  to  pay  for  a  pint  of  beer ;  this  I  had  in  the  presence  of  two 
farmers.  When  speaking  to  him,  he  said,  "  If  I  had  work,  I  should  never  have 
gone  a  poaching  ;  it  was  want  of  work  that  drove  me  to  it."  He  is  34  years  of 
age,  has  a  wife  and  four  children,  the  oldest  is  nine,  and  the  youngest  was  born 
last  Tuesdav,  yesterday  week.  In  consequence  of  being  out  of  work,  and  having 
been  out  of  work  for  some  time,  he  made  application  last  Thursday  to  the  board. 

828.5.  What  did  he  state  to  the  board  ? — He  stated  that  he  had  no  work,  and 
that  his  vnie  was  confined,  and  that  she  had  nothing  to  take  ;  their  condition 
was,  that  she  had  nothing  but  water-gruel,  with  two  exceptions  ;  she  had  a  half- 
penny worth  of  milk,  and  made  gruel  twice  out  of  it,  but  had  nothing  with  it ; 
when  I  saw"  them  on  the  Thursday,  she  had  no  fire  and  no  food  of  any  description 
in  the  house ;  1  took  great  pains  to  incjuirc,  to  ascertain ;  and  this  man  had  been 
to  the  board  on  that  day  ;  he  was  just  come  back  from  the  board  when  I  saw 
him  ;  and  the  answer  he  received  at  the  board  was,  he  might  come  and  bring  his 
wife  into  the  workhouse  ;  she  had  been  confined  40  hours. 

8286.  The  board  proposed  to  remove  her? — Yes,  and  on  this  he  objected  to  go 
into  the  workhouse,  and  then  he  was  told  he  might  do  as  he  could  ;  that  is  my 
statement ;  if  it  is  wrong  I  give  my  authority,  and  I  state  this  to  show  that  in 
cases  of  emergency,  if  a  man  is  able-bodied,  whatever  the  circumstances  are,  they 
do  not  give  him  out-door  reUef. 

8287"  Chdinnan.]  Are  you  quite  sure  that  that  was  the  answer  given  to  this 
man? — I  am  quite  sure  that  he  made  that  statement  in  the  presence  of  me,  and 
of  a  dozen  other  people,  who  were  all  present  at  the  same  time  ;  I  took  the  words 
as  he  uttered  them. 

8288.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Have  you  any  other  distressing  cases  that  have  come 
within  your  notice  during  the  last  fortnight  while  you  have  been  down  at  Ampt- 
hill ;  do  you  remember  any  person  of  the  name  of  Stevens  ? — I  do  know  a  per- 
son of  the  name  of  Stevens,  but  I  have  nothing  particular  that  I  wish  to  state 
on  that  case  ;  I  saw  on  Thursday  several  applications  that  were  made  to  the 
board,  which  were  cases  of  extreme  distress,  and  so  much  were  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  satisfied  that  they  were  cases  of  distress,  that  I  know  that 
they  relieved  them  out  of  their  own  pockets  sooner  than  they  would  admit  the 
principle  of  giving  them  any  out-door  rehef. 

8289.  Did  you  meet  with  any  case  at  Greenfield? — Yes,  the  case  is  William 
Virgin  ;  this  man  made  appUcation  to  the  boai'd. 

8290.  What  parish  does  this  man  belong  to  ? — PuUoxhill,  one  of  the  parishes 
in  the  union ;  this  man  has  been  out  of  work  a  good  deal,  and  the  wife  has 
worked  veiy  hard  at  plaiting,  and  has  contrived  to  eke  out  a  li\ing  in  that  way ; 
she  is  now  confined  to  her  bed,  and  it  is  said  to  be  an  inflammation  of  the  breast; 
he  appUed  to  the  board,  but  they  would  give  him  no  relief,  and  last  Friday  he 
went  out  to  beg  some  bread  ;  I  saw  him  come  in  w^ith  two  pieces  of  loaf  that  he 
had  been  out  to  beg  of  the  neighbours  ;  he  had  applied  to  the  board,  and  they 
could  not  do  any  thing  for  him  ;  they  ordered  him  a  doctor. 

8201.  Chairmaii.]  What  was  his  appUcation  for? — For  relief  for  his  wdfe  and 
himself,  and  his  family,  so  I  understood. 

8292.  What 
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829 J.  What  does  his  family  consist  of? — A  wife  and  two  children,  the  one  Mr.  James  Turner. 

three  and  the  other  one  year  old.  

8293.  What  was  the  answer? — They  could  not  do  any  thing  for  him  ;  they  2  May  183IJ. 
gave  him  an  order  on  the  Wednesday  for  the  doctor  to  attend  her ;  on  Friday  at 

two  o'clock  he  had  never  been  to  see  her ;  I  was  in  the  house,  and  he  had  never 
been  then. 

8294.  If  the  doctor  had  gone,  and  if  he  had  ordered  any  thing  that  he 
thought  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  woman,  would  that  order  have  been 
complied  with  ? — Certainly ;  I  do  not  find  any  fault  with  their  giving  orders  for 
the  doctor;  the  thing  is,  that  she  is  attacked  with  an  inflammation,  and  the 
doctor  never  attends. 

S29.";.  What  is  the  name  of  the  doctor  ? — Doctor  Hamilton  ;  "  he  applied  to 
the  board  yesterday,  and  was  told  he  might  go  into  the  house  and  bring  the  two 
children  with  him,  and  leave  her  at  home;"  now,  according  as  I  can  judge 
from  seeing  persons  sick,  I  should  think,  witliout  some  help,  she  could  not  hve 
any  great  while. 

8296.  Mr.  FieUhn.]  And  the  answer  to  him,  as  you  have  been  informed,  was, 
that  he  might  go  into  the  house  with  his  children,  and  leave  his  wife  in  that 
state  ? — That  was  what  he  stated  in  the  presence  of  me  and  three  or  four  other 
persons  at  the  time,  his  neighbours. 

8297.  Chairman.]  Was  the  man  unable  to  get  work? — He  was;  he  had 
been  searching  for  work,  and  when  he  could  not  get  work,  he  asked  for  bread. 

8295.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Were  there  females  in  the  house  who  were  in  great  distress, 
in  consequence  of  the  suffering  of  this  woman  ? — There  were,  it  weis  acute  in- 
flammation I  believe  ;  she  was  suffering  acute  pain. 

8299.  And  you  witnessed  it  ? — I  was  in  the  house  at  the  time. 

8300.  Thomas  Lack,  whom  you  have  before  spoken  of,  bears  a  good  charac- 
ter as  well  as  George  Cox  ? — Yes,  he  did. 

8301.  And  Cox  is  now  in  the  workhouse,  and  Lack  is  suffering  in  the  state 
which  you  have  described  ? — Both  of  them ;  they  are  both  of  them  men  with 
families. 

8,302.  In  answer  to  a  question  put  to  Mr.  Gulson,  on  the  second  day  of  his 
examination,  question  442,  "  Suppose  in  a  workhouse  you  have  dissolute  and 
idle  paupers,  men  of  bad  character,  drunkards,  and  supposing  also  you  have  a 
number  of  men  of  good  character  who  are  not  able  to  procure  work,  how  would 
those  men  be  situated  with  respect  to  the  others  ?"  Mr.  Gulson's  answer  was, 
"  I  cannot  suppose  that,  because  men  of  good  character  do  not  come  into  the 
workhouses."'  What  obsen-ation  have  you  to  make  upon  that  answer  ? — I  think 
it  is  not  true,  for  what  I  have  met  with  in  the  Ampthill  Union  contradicts  what 
Mr.  Gulson  says. 

8303.  Your  experience  with  regard  to  George  Cox  and  Thomas  Lack,  whom 
you  have  brought  characters  of  before  this  Committee,  and  who  have  been 
obliged  from  necessity  to  accept  of  the  workhouse,  confirms  you  in  the  opinion 
that  what  Mr.  Gulson  says  is  not  true? — Most  certainly  it  does. 

8;}04.  With  regard  to  Enoch  Keep,  whose  case  is  mentioned  in  question 
7057,  some  doubt  was  thrown,  on  the  occasion  of  your  examination,  as  to  whether 
he  had  one  or  two  cottages  ;  have  you  made  inquiiy,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
fact  as  regards  that?  — I  have. 

830.^.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  result  of  your  inquiry  relative  to 
the  cottage  owned  by  Enoch  Keep? — I  find  that  Enoch  Keep  had  only  one 
cottage,  that  the  other  cottage  adjoining  to  his  was  built  by  his  son  about  eight 
years  after  that  which  the  father  built,  so  that  when  it  was  stated  that  he  had  two 
cottages,  my  information  is  that  tlieir  information  was  incorrect. 

8306.  Chairman.]  You  believe  that  both  those  cottages  did  not  belong  to 
Enoch  Keep  ? — One  belongs  to  liis  son  Dimiel,  wlio  built  it,  and  now  lives 
in  it. 

8307.  What  do  you  consider  the  value  of  Enoch  Keep's  cottage  ? — It  would 
let  for  Is.  z  week. 

8308.  Mr.  Fieldni.]  Was  that  Is.  a  week  totally  inadequate  for  Enoch  Keep's 
maintenance? — Provided  it  could  have  been  let,  he  could  have  let  it  for  \s.  ;  but 
he  had  not  power  to  let  it ;  for  if  he  had  let  it,  he  had  no  where  to  li\e.  and  as 
I  stated,  those  houses  are  built  upon  a  waste,  and  they  cannot  chspose  of  them. 

8309.  Chairman.]  But  they  can  let  them,  can  they  not  ? — I  am  not  aware 
that  they  do. 

359-  c  2  8310.  Are 


20     MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  James  Turner.       83 10.  Are  you  uot  aware  that  in  the  assessment  which  has  been  lately  made 

of  that  parish,  those  cottages  were  one  of  them   rated  at  .'iO*.  a  year,   and  the 

■:  May  1838.       other  at  ^Os.  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

S311.  And  that  both  were  supposed  to  belong  to  Enoch  Keep? — I  am  not 
aware. 

831.2.  What  other  means  had  Enoch  Keep  of  living? — He  had  worked  up  to 
within  some  few  months  of  his  death  ;  but  previous  to  his  death  he  had  been  out 
of  work;  and  I  have  been  told  since,  on  making  more  minute  inquiries,  that  he 
was  a  man  of  very  good  appetite,  more  than  ordinarily  so;  and  when  he  could  not 
get  a  sufficiency  of  victuals,  it  hurt  his  mind  ;  but  he  had  been  a  labouring  man, 
and  working,  but  for  the  last  three  or  four  months  had  had  very  little  work 
to  do. 

8313.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  know  any  instance  of  a  widow  in  the 
Ampthdl  Union  whose  pay  has  been  increased  since  the  alteration  of  the  law  ? 
— I  stated  that  there  had  been  some  whose  pay  had  been  increased. 

8314.  In  77S5,  "  Do  you  know  whether  there  have  been  any  widows  with 
children  who  have  had  their  allowance  increased  ?  I  am  not  aware  of  any,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection  at  present  ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  not 
one. '  And  you  had  before  stated,  that  widows  with  children  had  had  their 
allowances  reduced  ;  are  you  aware  that  there  have  been  many  instances  of 
widows  who  have  had  their  allowances  increased  since  the  alteration  of  the  law  ? 
— I  am  aware  that  the  aged  widows  have  had  their  pay  increased,  a  good  few. 

8315.  I  find  in  the  parish  of  Cranfield  alone  there  are  nine  widows  who  have 
had  their  pay  increased,  and  a  considerable  number  of  other  persons  have  had 
their  pay  increased  ? — Yes,  but  there  are  also  persons  in  Cranfield  who  have  had 
their  pay  decreased. 

8316.  But  the  question  was,  as  to  whether  there  were  any  who  had  had  their 
pay  increased,  and  in  Clophill  parish  four  widows  have  had  their  pay  increased  ; 
in  Gravenhurst,  five  have  had  their  pay  increased ;  and  so  in  Marston,  and  in 
Hawnes,  and  in  Stepi)ingley,  there  are  various  instances  of  increase  of  pay  ? — I 
am  aware  that  there  are  of  the  aged  widows,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  increase 
of  the  allowance  of  widows  with  children  ;  but  of  the  aged  widows  there  has  been 
an  increase,  because  those  widows  that  were  56  years  of  age  and  .O/  years  of  age, 
are  now  getting  three  years  worse,  and  as  a  matter  of  course  there  will  be  an 
increase  of  allowance  to  persons  of  that  description  ;  but  there  is  also  a  decrease 
of  some  of  them  ;  and  I  found,  on  examining  the  returns,  there  were  a  great  many 
who  had  their  pay  decreased ;  those  who  have  had  the  most  decrease  are  widows 
with  children. 

8317.  Mr.  M(7e.s-.]  Would  not  that  be  naturally  the  case  when  the  children 
were  getting  older  ? — That  would  be  one  cause  ;  but  another  cause  was,  that  they 
had  offered  a  great  many  the  factories,  and  if  they  would  not  take  them,  they 
would  give  them  no  relief. 

8318.  Chairman.]  I  observe  the  price  of  bread  is  stated  in  the  books  of  the 
Ampthill  Union  in  the  first  five  months  of  1834,  at  Old.,  and  in  1835  and  1836 
at  5d.  ■  therefore  during  the  first  year  and  a  half  or  two  years  of  the  formation  of 
the  union,  the  price  of  bread  was  considerably  lower  than  it  had  been  before  the 
introduction  of  the  union;  and  the  price  of  bread  in  1837  is  stated  at  Old., 
lower,  therefore,  even  in  1837  than  it  had  been  in  1834? — The  price  of  bread,  as 
stated  in  the  books  of  the  Ampthill  Union,  cannot  be  taken  as  any  criterion.  I 
will  show  you  why, — Woburn  is  seven  miles  from  Ampthill ;  on  the  same  date,  if 
you  will  examine  the  returns  where  the  price  of  bread  is  stated,  you  will  find  a 
variation  of  1  d.  between  the  two. 

8319.  But  as  far  as  the  people  are  concerned  who  live  in  the  Ampthill  Union, 
and  who  have  to  buy  their  bread  there,  the  price  of  bread  which  prevails  in  that 
union  is  what  affects  their  condition  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  understood  you  to  take  the 
price  of  bread  in  the  parish  books,  and  the  price  of  bread  will  vary  1  d.  in  the 
same  date. 

8320.  But  you  gave  an  opinion  that  the  price  of  bread  had  increased  in  1837, 
as  compared  with  1834  ?— The  price  of  corn,  but  the  price  of  bread  in  the  parish 
books  is  no  criterion. 

8321.  But  to  the  people  who  live  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  the  price  of  bread 
which  prevails  in  the  Ampthill  Union  is  what  affects  their  condition  ? — Yes  ;  but 
the  price  which  the  workhouse  pay,  and  the  price  which  the  poor  people  pay  in 

the  towns  is  different. 

8322.  But 
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8322.  But  admitting  it  to  be  different,  if  it  is  lower  in  one  year  in  the  work-  Mr.  James  Turuer. 

house  than  in  another,  it  is  also  lower  in  the  parishes  ? — Yes  ;  but  not  in  the 

same  proportion  ;  it  is  done  by  contract,  and  they  overreach  one  another  ;  I  know        •  May  1838- 
how  it  is  done. 

8323.  You  say,  in  answer  to  (jucstion  78G^),  that  the  people  are  compelled  to  go 
into  benefit  societies  in  conse([uence  of  having  no  relief,  and  no  doctors  to  go 
to  ? — That  is  the  statement  they  make. 

8324.  When  you  say  they  have  no  doctor  to  iro  to,  supposing  a  man  were 
taken  ill,  and  were  by  illness  to  be  incapacitated  from  working,  would  he  not 
receive  medical  assistance  '( — I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  where  he  would,  if  he 
was  not  a  pauper  previously. 

8325.  Supposing  him  to  have  been  a  pauper  previously  ?— Then  he  would. 

8326.  Those  parties  that  you  refer  to  had  all  been  paupers  previously,  had 
they  not  ? — I  mean  paupers  at  the  time  they  are  sick. 

8327.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  a  man  were  taken  ill,  and  were  to  be  by  ill- 
ness rendered  (juite  incajjable  of  supporting  his  family,  that  lie  would  not  receive 
both  out-door  assistance  and  medical  relief  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  at  the 
present  that  will  apply,  either  that  he  would  be  refused  relief;  I  have  not  a  case 
in  hand  of  that  description  ;  at  the  present,  speaking  of  men,  I  do  know  two  or 
three  instances  where  relief  has  been  given  to  him  when  he  has  been  sick,  though 
he  was  in  a  benefit  club  as  well. 

8328.  Under  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners,  that  man,  incapable  of  work, 
from  sickness,  is  entitled  to  relief  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
unless  they  think  that  his  circumstances  are  such  as  to  enable  him  to  provide 
for  medical  assistance  himself? — I  was  not  aware  that  that  was  the  case. 

832().  If  a  man  was  ill,  and  thereby  was  prevented  from  engaging  in  labour, 
and  enlitled  to  relief  on  that  account,  he  has  no  inducement  to  go  into  a  benefit 
club  to  obtain  relief  during  illness,  because  he  could  obtain  it  from  the  union  ? — 
But  the  working  people  are  not  aware  that  it  is  a  regulation  that  they  shall  be  en- 
titled to  relief  if  they  are  sick  ;  the  impression  with  them  is  generally  that  there 
is  no  relief  for  them  under  any  circumstances,  except  the  workhouse  ;  but  speak- 
ing of  the  wives  being  sick,  I  tliink  I  have  stated  several  instances  where  the 
wives  have  been  sick,  and  they  have  ajiplied  for  relief,  and  it  has  not  been  given 
to  them  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  cases  where  the  man  has  been  sick,  and  it  has 
been  refused. 

8330.  The  parish  of  Westoning  was  one  of  those  which  was  in  the  most  dis- 
tressed condition  before  the  formation  of  the  union,  was  it  not  ? — It  was  one  of 
those  in  which  the  rates  were  higher  than  in  any  parish  in  the  union. 

8331.  Are  you  aware  that  that  parish  was  the  only  one  in  Bedfordshire  where 
the  allowance  began  at  the  first  child,  whether  the  man  was  employed  or  not  ? — I 
was  not. 

5332.  If  that  were  the  case,  would  it  not  lead  to  a  greater  amount  of  pauperism 
than  existed  in  any  other  parish  ? — It  would  be  likely  to  do  so. 

5333.  Are  you  aware  that  it  was  stated,  with  regard  to  Westoning  before  the 
Poor  Law  was  introduced,  by  Mr.  Pearcc,  the  vicar  of  the  parish,  that" the  ])ractice 
was  for  the  people  fretpiently  to  change  their  service,  and  that  men  caused  them- 
selves to  be  discharged  from  the  service  of  their  masters  in  order  to  be  tin-own 
upon  the  parish  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  tliat ;  those  are  things  that  occurred  longer 
back  than  I  could  attempt  to  procure  any  information  of ;  I  could  not  be  made 
acquainted  with  those  things. 

8334.  Supposing  that  to  be  the  case,  that  the  allowance  began  in  Westoning 
much  earlier  than  in  the  other  parishes,  and  that  men  were  in  the  habit  of  throw- 
ing themselves  out  of  employment  in  order  to  obtain  jiarish  assistance,  and  that 
every  able-bodied  labourer  received  relief,  whether  out  of  employment  or  in  em- 
ployment, would  not  that  have  indicated  a  bad  state  of  the  law? — If  every  able- 
bodied  labourer  received  relief,  it  would. 

8330.  I  am  reading  extracts  from  the  evidence  given  by  the  vicar  of  the  parish 
long  before  the  Poor  Law  Avas  introduced,  in  which  he  describes  the  state  of  things 
existing  in  that  parish  r — I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  statement ;  I  have 
always  said  that  that  state  of  things  was  a  state  that  ought  not  to  exist  in  any 
country. 

8336.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Were  not  the  labourers  dissatisfied  with  that  state  of 
things  before  the  passing  of  the  new  law  ? — The  labourers,  I  am  not  aware  how 

359-  ^  ^  o  they 
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Mr.  James  Tuner,  they  were  situated  before,  but  they  have  often  told  us  that  there  was  a  great  deal 

of  confusion  and  rioting,  and  dissatisfaction,  and  so  on  ;  but  I  am  quite  certain 

2  May  1838.       ^^r^^  jljg  labourers  themselves  do  not  want  to  revert  back  to  the  old  practices  of 

that  sort. 

8337.  The  practices  under  the  old  law  of  being  dependent  upon  the  parish, 
instead  of  living  upon  the  fruit  of  theii'  labour,  was  unsatisfactory  to  the  labourers 
of  that  part  of  the  country  ? — It  was. 

8338.  And  they  arc  dissatisfied  now  because  they  cannot,  out  of  the  labour 
they  give,  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  food  and  shelter,  which  they  think  they  are 
entitled  to  ? — That  is  so. 

8339.  If  the  wages  were  raised  so  that  they  could  live  by  their  labour,  would 
they  not  be  better  satisfied  under  the  operation  of  the  new  law  than  under  the 
old'? — Certainly;  if  they  had  a  sufficiency  of  wages  to  buy  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life,  I  am  sure  they  would  be  better  satisfied. 

8340.  And  has  the  information  you  have  received  been  this,  that  they  were 
"■etting  worse  in  their  circumstances,  and  more  and  more  steeped  in  poverty 

'    every  year? — That  is  invariably  the  case  ;  I  scarcely  met  with  an  exception. 


APPENDIX. 


FiWf  Twenty-fourth   A  RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Illegitimate  Children,  whose  Baptisms  liave  been 
Report,  p.  9.  registered  in  each  Year  in  the  Parish  of  Crunfield,  from  tlie  1st  of  January  1830  to  the 

Ques.  7329.  present  time  (4th  of  April  1838.) 
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James  Beard,  Rector. 
R<i  Gardner,  Curate. 
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Veneris,  4°  die  Mali,  1838. 
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Mr.  Barneby. 
Mr.  Chichester. 
Mr.  Eastcourt. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Sir  T.  Fremantle. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 


Lord  Howick. 
Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Lister. 
Mr.  Miles. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  James  Turner,  again  called  in  ;  and  fuither  Examined. 

8341 .  Chairman.}  HAVE  you  any  table  to  produce?— I  have,  of  the  48  labourers,    tsu.  James  Turner 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same. — Vide  Appendix  (A.)]  4  May  1838. 

8342.  What   table  is   that  which  you  hold  in  your  hand? — A  table  of  30  la- 
bourers in  constant  work,  both  in  the  year  1834  (the  year  before  the  new  law  was 
introduced  into  the  Ampthill  Union),  and  the  year  1837.     I  put  this  table  in. 
[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.— Vide  Appendix  (B.)]  I  will  read  the  suminaiy 
at  the  bottom.     This  table  shows,  that  in  1834  the  30  husbandmen  named  in  it, 
together  with  their  wives  and  children,  numbered  130  persons  ;  and  that  in  1837, 
the  husbandmen,  together  with  their  wives  and  cliildren,  numbered  149  persons. 
These  men  were  in  constant  work  (with  the  exception  of  one  man  who  lost  four 
weeks'  work  from  sickness  or  some  other  cause),  in  both   years,  and  received  no 
parish  relief  in   either  year.     The  wages  they  received  for  their  work  amounted 
collectively,  in  1834,  to  725/.  6s.     The  wages  of  their  wives  and  children  collec- 
tively amounted,  in  1834,  to  176/.  2s.     Total  income  in   1«34,  901/.  8s.     The 
out-goings  for  rent  and  fuel  for  these  130  persons  in  1834  amounted  to  192/.  4s., 
leaving  a  net  income  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  neces- 
saries, of  709/.  4s.     That   is  an  average  of  5/.  9s.  ]  d.  per  head  per  annum,  or 
2  s.  1  d.  per  head  per  week,  which  2s.  1  d.  would  buy  23^",,  pints  of  wheat  at  the 
average  price  of  wheat,  46s.  2  d.  per  quarter,  in  1834.     The  wages  these  30  men 
received  from  their  work  in  1837  amounted  collectively  to  721  /,  18s.     The  wages 
of  their  wives  and  children  collectively  amounted  in  1837  to  202/.    18  s.     Total 
income  924/.    16s.     The  out-goings  tor   rent,   fuel  and  benefit  clubs  in   1837 
amounted  to  193/.  14  s.,   leavmg  a  net  income  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap, 
candles,  and  other  necessaries  for  these  149  persons,  in  1837,  of  731  /.  2s.     That 
is  41.  18s.  U  (/.  per  head  per  annum,  or  Is.  lOh  d.  per  head  per  week,  wliich  Is. 
lOi  per  head  would  purchase  17,t    pints  of  wheat  at  the  average  price  of  wheat, 
55  s.  9  rf.  per   quarter  during    the    year  1837.     The  average  income  of  these  30 
independent  labourers,  m  full  emi)loynient,  and  of  their  wives  ;uid  cliildren,  has 
been  reduced  from  2s.   \d.  per  head   per  week  in   1834,  to  1  s.  lOi  d.  per  head 
per  week  in  1837,  or  10  per  cent.,  and  in  the  means  their  income  gave    them  to 
purchase  wheat  from  23t?„  pints  in    1834  to  17^^,  pints  per  head  per  week  in  1S37, 
their  condition  has,  therefore,  become  much  worse  while  the  new  Poor  Law  has 
been  in  operation. 

8343.  Is  this  from  the  parish  of  Westoning? — Yes,  and  tliis  table  shows 
further  that  there  are  ten  of  these  labourers  who  with  wives  and  children  num- 
bered 64  persons  in  1834,  and  78  persons  in  1837  (above  one-half  the  number  of 
the  persons  included  in  the  table),  whose  income,  notwithstanding  the  increased 
number  of  workers,  had  fallen  from  an  average  of  2^  (ecjual  to  2/„ths  pints  ot 
wheat)  per  head  per  dav  ;  in  1834  to  21  (equal  to  l,l,ths  pints  of  wheat)  per  head 

359-  "  c  4  per 
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Mr,  JawiCi  Turner,  per  day  in  1837,  a  reduction  in  these  small  means  of  32  per  cent.  ;  in  the  latter 

year  the  lowest  family,  consisting;  of  seven  persons,  had  for  subsistence  only  1|J. 

4  May  1838.  (equal  to  1  ,^,ths  i)ints  of  wheat),  and  the  highest  family,  consisting  of  nine  persons, 
only  2  id.,  equal  to  two  pints  of  wheat  per  head  per  day. 

8344.  You  say  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  means  of 
those  persons  in  the  year  1837  as  compared  with  the  year  1834  ? — The  reduction 
is  from  2s.  1  d.  to  Is.  lOjdI.,  taking  the  whole  number. 

S34.V  Ts  that  in  their  wages? — Not  their  wages  only  ;  the  family  has  increased, 
so  that  the  amount  is  to  be  divided  amongst  a  larger  number  than  it  had  to  be 
before. 

S,54('.  Had  their  wages  diminished  in  1837  as  compared  with  1834?— Not 
much  ;  the  wages  of  the  men,  I  think,  had  not  decreased,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions ;  but  the  earnings  of  the  family  have  in  some  instances  decreased,  because 
the  employment  at  which  the  families  are  engaged,  is  not  so  well  paid  in  1837  as 
it  was  in  1834. 

8347.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  employment? — Chiefly  straw-plaiting,  and 
some  lace-making. 

8348.  Three  years  having  elapsed  between  1834  and  1837,  a  number  of 
children  who  could  not  work  at  straw-plaiting  in  1834  must  have  been  able  to 
work  at  it  in  1 837  '( — Some  of  them  would  be,  but,  upon  the  whole,  not  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  the  reduction  in  the  price. 

8349.  This  is  a  lapse  of  three  years  ;  that  interval  of  time  must  tell  consider- 
ablv  upon  the  power  of  the  family  to  earn  something  more  at  the  straw-plaiting, 
must  it  not  ? — It  would  in  some  families  ;  but  in  respect  to  those  families  in 
which  the  children  were  in  1834  six  or  seven  years  of  age,  where  they  had  three 
children,  when  in  1837  they  had  come  up  to  nine  or  ten,  it  would  make  very 
little  difference  in  them,  because  the  children  of  nine  years  of  age  wdl  not  be  able 
to  earn  any  thing,  after  the  straws  and  schooling  are  paid  for. 

83.'5().  Take  the  child  of  nine  years  of  age  in  1834,  who  would  be  1*2  years  old 
in  1837,  would  not  that  child  be  able  to  earn  much  more  in  1837  than  it  would 
in  1834?— It  would. 

8351.  Must  there  not,  among  the  number  of  children  whom  you  have  enumer- 
ated as  dependent  upon  those  30  labourers,  be  several  children  who  would  be 
able  to  earn  more  in  1837  than  in  1834? — Yes;  but  then  again,  there  must 
be  some  of  that  class  who  would  not  be  able  to  earn  so  much  in  1837  as  in  1834  ; 
those  who  had  arrived  at  something  like  maturity  in  their  work  in  1834,  would 
not  be  able  to  earn  as  much  in  1837  by  a  good  deal,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduction  of  price. 

8352.  With  respect  to  those  who  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  15  or  16  in  1834, 
and  who  in  the  course  of  1834  had  passed  out  of  the  class  of  children  whom 
the  Poor  Law  considers  dependent  upon  their  parents,  would  you  consider  it  just 
to  include  their  earnings  among  the  earnings  of  the  family,  or  do  you  consider 
them  as  separate  cases?— I  have,  in  all  instances,  taken  the  whole  family 
together  ;  I  did  not  ask  the  question  whether  they  were  considered  by  the  law 
capable  of  providing  for  themselves,  because  I  took  the  whole  family  and  the 
number  living  in  the  house,  whether  above  or  below  16  years  of  age. 

8353.  But,  independently  of  the  law,  and  indej)endently  of  the  particular  em- 
])loyment  of  straw-plaiting,  with  reference  to  general  employment  and  the  power 
of  the  children,  should  you  not  say  generally,  whatever  may  be  the  case  with 
reference  to  those  30  labourers,  that  children  of  16  years  of  age  would  be  able 
to  earn  more  than  children  of  13  years  of  age,  and  children  of  nineteen  years  of 
age  more  than  children  of  16,  and  children  of  twelve  years  of  age  more  than 
children  of  nine  years  r — I  cannot  answer  the  whole  question  at  once,  because  in 
some  parts  of  the  question  I  agree,  and  with  another  part  I  do  not. 

83.54.  State  what  you  do  not  agree  inr — Those  that  are  16  years  of  age  I 
consider  capable  of  doing  as  much  at  16  as  at  19. 

83.55.  If  you  vary  their  employment  and  consider  some  of  those  children  a3 
boys  and  capable  of  agricultural  labour,  or  as  girls  capable  of  taking  service, 
would  they  not  be  more  eligible  for  domestic  service,  or  for  agricultural  service, 
at  19  than  at  16  years  of  age  ? — Certainly,  as  far  as  regards  those  who  go  to 
service  or  to  work  for  the  farmer  ;  in  those  instances,  where  they  are  boys,  the 
wages  have  increased,  which  I  have  given  an  account  of  in  those  instances. 

8356.  Must  there  not  be  in  this  table  several  children  in  that  situation? — 
There  must,  which  I  have  given  an  account  of;  but  when  I  say  the  whole  of  the 

wages 
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■wages  have  decreased,  the  wliole  amount  of  the  earnings  of  the  families  has  not  Mr.  Juwes  Turner. 
decreased.  

8357.  But  there  is  a  decrease  in  tlie  sum  which  each  individual  is  entitled  to,       +  ^'"y  ''''J^- 
in  consequence  of  its  being  distributed  amongst  a  greater  number  ? — Certainly. 

SjjS.  Had  those  persons,  in  1834,  all  of  tlicm,  or  any  of  them,  been  in  the 
receipt  of  parochial  assistance:" — I  think,  in  the  year  1834,  the  plan  of  giving 
parochial  assistance  to  those  who  were  in  work  was  almost  entirely  abandoned  ; 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  was  an  extreme  case  where  thev 
gave  relief  to  those  employed  in  1H34;  the  giving  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
men  when  in  emplovment,  that  is,  giving  them  head-monev,  had  ceased  before 
1834. 

8359.  You  consider  that  to  have  ceased  before  the  new  law  wiis  introduced? — 
I  do. 

83(io.  To  wliat  do  you  attribute  the  cessation  of  tlic  custom  of  giving  out-do(jr 
rehef  to  the  able-bodied  ? — -As  far  as  my  opinion  goes,  I  have  no  proper  facts  to 
go  upon,  no  facts  upon  which  I  could  found  an  exact  opinion,  but  the  C'onuuis- 
sioners,  who  collected  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  poor  laws,  had  been 
out  in  the  country  for  some  time  before  the  law  was  introduced,  and  it  was  under- 
stood by  the  parish  officers  that  it  was  intended  that  this.law  should  do  away  with 
giving  head-money  to  families. 

83(Ji.  1  ask  you  what  ground  the  parish  officers,  in  1834,  could  have  had  for 
supposing  that  the  particular  law  called  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  or  any 
of  the  provisions  of  that  law,  would  have  been  carried  through  the  legislature  ? — 
i  cannot  answer  that  question. 

8362.  Do  I  imderstand  you  to  say,  that,  in  1834,  the  practice  of  giving  out- 
door relief  in  the  })arish  of  M'^estoning  to  able-bodied  labourers  in  emplovment 
had  ceased? — As  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  ascertain;  I  have  examined  the 
returns,  and  do  not  find  the  names  of  those  labourers  in  the  returns  relating  to 
Wcstoning.  When  we  liave  inquired  of  the  families  concerning  parochial  relief, 
they  used  to  tell  us  that ;  and  in  no  parish  but  one  have  I  been  able  to  discover 
from  the  returns  the  names  of  able-bodied  men  receiving  relief  at  that  time. 

83t)3.  What  parish  was  that  which  was  an  exception  ? — The  pari.sh  of  Mill- 
brook. 

8364.  The  return  which  is  given  to  the  Connnissioncrs  of  Inquirv  bv  the 
clergyman  of  tlie  parish  of  Wcstoning,  says  that  in  that  pari.sh  "  everv  man 
received  j)ay  when  he  had  one  child,  whether  he  was  in  employment  or  not ;" 
in  1833,  he  states,  "  there  is  scarcely  one  able-bodied  labourer  in  the  emplovment 
of  individuals,  l)ut  what  receives  regular  relief  on  account  of  his  familv  ;  a  mar- 
ried man  and  his  wife,  without  any  child,  receives  5*-.  per  week,  if  he  be  out  of 
employment ;  for  one  child  he  is  allowed  1  s.,  whether  in  or  out  of  emplovment ; 
for  two  children  2  «.,  and  so  on  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  under  10 
years;  above  10  years,  each  boy  out  of  employment  is  allowed  from  1  .>••.  i'ul.  to 
3  s.  Gf/.  ;"  so  that  by  that  statement  it  api)ears  that  in  the  year  1833  the  practice 
v,-as  to  give  almost  universally  in  the  parish  of  Wcstoning  j)arish  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  ?  —1  find  in  the  returns  from  the  parish  of  Wcstoning  the  amount 
which  was  received  confirmed,  as  far  as  regards  those  who  were  out  of  emj)loy- 
ment ;  but  with  regard  to  those  who  were  in  employment,  I  cannot  say  one 
word. 

8365.  In  point  of  fact,  it  appears  that  from  your  impression  in  1S34  the 
amount  of  relief  in  the  parish  of  Wcstoning  to  tiie  able-bodied  labourers  had 
very  nmch  diminished,  and  that  that  diminulion  had  taken  place  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  vestry,  or  whatever  was  the  governing  body  at  that  time  .- — Whatever 
was  the  governing  body,  they  did  withhold  that  relief  to  a  verv  great  extent  to 
those  in  employment. 

8360.  That  had  been  done  without  the  compulsion  of  any  law? — Yes. 
S367.  Of  their  own  accord  ? — Yes. 

83(i8.  Upon  their  own  conviction  of  its  propriety  ? — Yes. 

83()p.  Mr.  FielcJcn.]  Have  the  men,  embraced  in  this  table  of  30  labourers 
which  you  have  put  in,  told  you  that  they  rcceivetl  no  parish  relief  in  cither 
period  ? — They  have. 

8370  Have  you  examined  the  returns  of  Wcstoning  to  ascertain  whether  vou 
could  find  any  one  of  those  30  upon  the  parish  books  ? — Certainly  ;  when  I  em- 
bodied them  in  a  table  I  had  the  returns  with  me,  and  compared  them,  and  did 

3  59-  "  not 
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Mr.Jamt!,  Turner,  not  lincl  tlie  names  of  those  called  able-bodied,  and  from  that  I  presume  that  they 

received  no  relief. 

4MajiS38.  837).   In  the  table  you  have  put  in,   you  state  the   sum  which   the  labourers 

themselves  received  in  1834  to  be,  collectively,  725/.  6s.,  and  in  1837,  to  be 
721  /.  18a-.,  showing  merely  a  reduction  in  the  wages  of  the  labourers  themselves 
of  3/.  8s.  ?— Yes.  ^ 

8372.  You  further  state  that  tlie  whole  income,  including  the  incomes  of  their 
families  with  the  labourers,  was,  in  l8;]4,  901/.  8s.,  and  in  1837,  1)24/.  IGs., 
showing  an  increase  in  their  means  of  23/.  8s.  in  1837,  as  compared  with  1834  ? 
— That  is  derived  from  the  increase  of  the  earnings  of  the  families. 

8373.  So  that,  notwithstanding  tlie  labourers  have  sufiered  a  reduction  of 
3/.  8  a-.,  the  income  of  the  labourers  has  been  increased,  from  additional  workers? 
— Yes,  that  is  so. 

8374.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  statements  contained  in  tliat  table 
are  correct  ? — 1  believe  they  are,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  get  at  them.  I  took  an 
exceeding  deal  of  pains  to  get  at  them  ;  I  made  all  the  inquiries  that  I  could. 

8375.  Have  you  seen  the  men  more  than  once,  and  questioned  them  as  to  the 
particulars  contained  in  those  tables  ? — I  have,  and  I  have  been  very  careful  to 
make  it  as  correct  as  it  is  possible  to  be. 

8376.  And  finding  that  the  account  given  by  them  as  to  the  sums  they  received 
from  the  parish  corresponds  with  the  statements  in  the  parish  books,  you  have  no 
reason  in  your  own  mind  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  those  men  ? — I  have  not  any 
reason  to  doubt  it,  but  if  I  should  be  wrong  in  any  instance  in  the  income  or  the 
expenditure,  1  should  be  most  happy  to  beset  right  at  any  time,  if  any  person  will 
take  the  pains  to  get  at  the  facts  as  I  have  done. 

8377.  I  find  in  the  table  the  name  of  Richard  Pedder,  who  is  stated  to  have 
been  23  years  of  age  in  1834,  and  that  his  income  was  Is.  d^d  per  head  per 
week,  for  his  family  to  subsist  on  in  1834,  and  in  1837  only  Is.  O^d.  ( — You  will 
find,  I  think,  that  Richard  Pedder  has  five  very  small  children,  he  has  had  a  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  his  children,  and  that  accounts  for  the  great  reduction 
of  their  means. 

8378.  His  family  is  stated  in  this  table  to  amount  to  four ;  that  is,  himself,  his 
wife,  and  two  children  in  1884,  and  in  1837  his  family  is  stated  to  amount  to 
seven  ;  that  is  an  increase  of  three  to  his  family  in  those  years  ";• — Yes,  so  that  he 
has  now  himself,  his  wife  and  five  children. 

8379.  What  must  be  the  state  of  that  man  with  those  limited  means  of  living ; 
are  you  able  to  state,  from  any  thing  you  have  seen  of  him  during  your  sojourn  in 
Ampthill '? — I  am  quite  sure,  with  those  means  of  living,  a  weekly  labourer  receiv- 
ing 9s.  a  week,  even  if  he  has  constant  work,  and  never  loses  a  day,  it  must 
be  a  most  scanty  maintenance  for  a  man  and  his  wife  and  five  children  ;  the  me- 
thod of  living  is  chiefly  on  bread  and  potatoes,  they  have  scarcely  ever  any  thing 
with  them  but  salt,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  will  produce  fatal  consequences  on 
the  healtii  of  any  man,  who  has  to  follow  labouring  work  on  a  farm,  and  live  in 
that  way. 

8380.  I  find  that  this  man,  in  the  year  1837,  had  48  weeks'  work ;  have  you 
any  idea  what  that  reduction  of  four  weeks  during  the  year  arises  from  r — I 
believe  it  was  from  sickness,  but  I  am  not  quite  certain ;  I  know  that  I  had 
made  the  table  out  for  52  weeks,  and  showed  it  him  after  it  was  made  out,  before 
I  copied  it,  and  then  he  stated  that  he  had  been  off  or  sick  four  weeks. 

8381.  Supposing  it  to  have  been  from  sickness,  can  you  have  any  surprise 
that  this  man  should  be  sick,  seeing  the  limited  means  he  had  of  procuring 
sustenance  for  himself  and  his  family  ? — I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  at  any 
man  being  sick,  doing  labouring  work  and  living  in  the  manner  that  some  of 
them  do. 

8382.  What,  in  your  opinion,  must  be  the  fate  of  this  man,  if  he  be  left  to 
his  own  resources,  and  continues  to  subsist  upon  the  earnings  which  lie  is  able 
to  procure  for  his  labour  ? — The  fate  of  this  man  must  be  like  that  of  many 
others,  if  he  has  a  family  to  maintain  at  such  low  wages,  that  he  must  go  into 
the  workhouse,  as  he  cannot  support  himself  and  family  upon  the  wages  I  have 
named. 

8383.  You  mentioned  on  a  former  day  a  man  of  the  name  of  Cox,  who  had 
been  driven  to  that  extremity,  and  who  bore  an  excellent  character  ? — No  doubt 
Pedder  will  be  in  the  same  situation  ;  his  health  will  be  destroyed  in  the  same 
way  as  Cox's  has  been ;  no  question  of  it. 

8384.  Are 
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8384.  Are  there  not  many  other  labourers  nearly  similarly  situated  amongst   Mr.  Jamn  Turner. 
those  10  which  you  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  ? — There  are  ;  — 

those   labourers    are  subsisting    upon    a    small    allowance,    with   four    or   five        4  May  1838. 
children,  before  tlie  children  are  able  to  do  any  thing,  their  wages  being  Hn.   or 
9*.  a  week  ;  it  will  produce  the  effect  upon  them  which  I  have  stated. 

838.5.  Those  10  families,  according  to  this  table,  show  a  number  of  iJersons 
amounting  to  more  than  one  half  of  the  number  comprised  in  the  table  ? — 
They  do. 

8386.  And  therefore  one  half,  or  more,  of  those  famihes  included  in  the  table 
are  suffering  severe  distress,  and,  without  assistance,  must  follow  the  fate  which 
you  have  described  of  Cox,  and  which  you  say  is  likely  to  be  the  fate  of  Pedder  r 
• — I  am  sure  that  it  must  come  to  that,  if  men  must  work,  as  they  do,  for  those 
low  wages,  and  have  no  other  method  of  getting  a  living,  that  it  must  be  fatal 
to  them  eventually. 

8387.  Had  the  means  of  obtaining  relief  from  the  parish  been  open  to  those 
labouring  men,  would  many  of  them  before  now  have  made  application,  and  have 
obtained  relief? — Certainly  they  would,  but  they  know  that  it  is  of  no  use  to 
make  .application  while  they  are  in  work  and  able-bodied  ;  they  never  think  of 
doing  that  now,  because  they  know  it  is  of  no  use,  let  their  sufferings  be  ever  so 
great. 

8388.  Then  those  men  have  suffered  most  severely  by  the  operation  of  the 
Poor  Law  Act? — They  have  suffered,  they  do  suffer,  and  they  will  suffer,  if  their 
wages  are  not  advanced  in  proportion  to  the  relief  which  has  been  taken  from 
them,  and  which  formerly  would  have  been  given  to  them  ;  they  have  suffered  in 
the  degree  that  the  wages  have  not  advemced  in  the  proportion  that  that  relief  has 
been  taken  away. 

838{).  There  is  one  case  of  a  person  named  Edward  Armsden,  a  jobber,  in  this 
table ;  and  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether 
there  may  not  be  some  mistake.  You  state  him  to  have  a  wife  and  five  children, 
in  1834,  the  eldest  19  and  the  youngest  one,  and  you  state  the  amount  of  his 
family's  earnings  as  10/.  8*.  in  1834,  and  in  1837  you  state  that  his  family 
amounts  to  nine,  that  is,  an  increase  of  two,  and  that  the  earnintrs  of  his  family 
are  10/.  8s.  still ;  are  you  of  opinion  that  that  man's  family's  earnings  must  have 
been  more  than  is  here  stated,  unless  some  part  of  the  family  has  been  abstracted 
from  him  ? — I  think  there  must  be  an  error  there ;  when  I  looked  over  the  table 
I  stated  that,  for  I  find  that  the  oldest,  the  young  man,  has  been  out  of  work 
for  a  considerable  time  in  the  year  1837,  but  I  find  he  was  for  some  time  on  the 
railway,  and  I  was  the  more  anxious  to  explain  that,  as  I  think  in  that  instance 
there  must  be  an  error  either  on  my  part  or  on  their  part ;  I  think  not  on  mine, 
though  I  am  not  infallible  against  making  an  error. 

8390.  Would  the  error  be,  that  the  family  ought  to  be  stated  as  eight,  in  1837, 
instead  of  nine? — 1  think  this  young  man,  being  on  the  railway,  should  not  be 
numbered  in  1837,  and  that  is  where  the  error  is. 

8391.  But  if  one  is  taken  from  the  family  it  will  not  make  any  material  alter- 
ation in  the  fact  stated  in  this  table? — The  alteration  that  it  would  make  is  that 
it  would  divide  the  income  of  that  family  amongst  eight  instead  of,  as  it  is  now, 
amongst  nine,  that  is  how  I  believe  it  should  be  done. 

8392.  With  the  exception  of  that  one  instance,  arc  you  of  opinion,  after  all 
the  inquiries  you  have  made,  and  all  the  examinations  you  have  had  of  those 
men,  that  this  table  is  correct  ? — As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  or  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  get  at  the  facts. 

8393.  Chairman.^  Have  jou  any  memorandum  of  the  number  of  weeks' em- 
ployment that  Pedder  had  in  1834  ? — Fifty-two  ;  he  was  in  full  employment. 

8394.  And  in  18'37  only  48  weeks  ?-  He  was  sick,  I  beheve. 

839.').  Do  you  know  whether  he  obtained  assistance  from  the  paiish  during 
the  time  of  his  sickness  ? — I  do  not. 

839().  When  was  he  sick  ? — I  do  not  know  the  time  of  the  year. 

8397.  Do  you  know  whether  he  applied  for  assistance: — I  do  not. 

8398.  Do  you  know,  in  fact,  whether  he  was  sick  or  not? — I  do,  from 
this,  that  when  1  made  out  the  table  for  52  weeks,  I  showed  it  to  Pedder,  and  I 
have  put  a  note  ;  I  must  not  call  it  52,  but  48,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  he  was  sick  for  those  four  weeks. 

8399.  You  say  that  in  1834  relief  to  this  description  of  labourer  was  not 
given  ? — As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  was  not. 

359.  D  2  8400.  How 
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yh-.Jriiiit'i  Tamer.       S400.   How  did  they  get  nu  then  in  1S:}4,  il"  relief  was  ecjually  refused  to  them 

as   it   has  since   been  ?— They  did  not  get  on  very  well  then,  hut  this  family 

4  May  1838.       ^yas  not  in  the  situation  in  1834  that  it  was  in  1837,  because  tliere  has  been  an 
increase  of  family  since  that  time. 

8401.  But  there  would  be  families  as  numerous  in  183i  as  in  18'57  ? — But  if 
there  were,  I  do  not  think,  in  such  an  instance  as  that,  they  would  have  given 
relief  in  1834,  but  to  that  I  am  not  able  to  speak  clearly. 

8402.  You  describe  their  condition  to  be  very  miserable? — It  is,  indeed. 

8403.  Do  you  describe  Richard  Peddcr's  sustenance  to  be  principally  bread  and 
potatoes  ? — Yes. 

8404.  Both  in  1834  and  in  1837  ?  — 1  allude  more  to  the  present  time. 
840,5.  Do  you  know  whether  he  keeps  a  pig? — I  do  not  ;  but  allowing  that 

he  does  keep  a  pig,  there  are  some  few  labourers  who  are  not  in  good  circum- 
stances, and  who  do  keep  a  pig;  but  they  do  not  keep  the  pig  for  themselves,  and 
they  do  not  eat  it  ncitlier. 

8406.  But  they  keep  a  pig,  if  they  do  not  keep  it  for  the  puqiose  of  eating  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  it  .' — Yes,  they  buy  the  pig  on  credit,  and  thev  buy  the 
provisions  for  the  pig  on  credit,  and  sell  it  after  they  ha\e  fatted  it. 

8407.  Obtaining  a  profit  ? — Not  much ;  the  profit  is  the  manure  the  pig 
makes  to  assist  in  the  garden,  so  that  they  can  get  a  better  croji  of  potatoes. 

8408.  You  believe  that  they  do  not  eat  the  pigs,  and  do  not  keep  them  for 
any  profit  except  that  which  arises  from  the  manure  which  the  pig  makes,  is  that 
vour  belief? — It  is  ;  T  have  met  with  some  who  keep  i)igs,  but  not  so  many  as 
used  to  do. 

8400.  You  do  not  know  whether  Pedder  keejis  a  pig  or  not?— I  do  not,  he 
may  keep  one,  for  I  have  seen  peojjle  as  badly  oft"  as  he  is  keep  a  pig. 

8410.  Do  you  )iot  consider  that  the  fact  of  their  keeping  a  pig  makes  a  mate- 
rial dirterence  in  their  condition  ? — I  think  many  keep  them  in  the  manner  I  have 
stated  ;  thev  do  not  eat  them  ;  it  cannot  make  much  difference  in  their  condition  ; 
I  have  never  vet  conversed  with  a  labouring  man,  in  the  condition  I  have  spoken 
of,  who  kept  a  pig  and  ate  it. 

8411.  They  must  cat  it  or  sell  it  at  a  profit  ?— They  buy  the  pig  on  credit, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  i)ig  on  credit,  and  when  they  have  paid  these  two  things 
out  of  it,  it  does  not  leave  them  nuich,  hut  it  gives  them  manure  for  their  garden 
to  provide  a  crop  of  potatoes. 

8412.  I  should  like  to  know  more  ])articularly  with  regard  to  the  purchase  of 
the  ])rovisions  for  the  pig  on  credit ;  first  of  all,  on  what  do  they  keep  their  pigs  ? 
- — Barlev  and  barley-meal,  very  ol'ten. 

8413.  Trace  the  pig  from  the  time  that  it  comes  into  the  poor  man's  posses- 
sion ;  upon  what  does  he  kee])  it  ? — That  I  am  not  exactly  able  to  say,  but  in  the 
first  place  those  few  who  do  have  pigs  get  the  jiigs  on  credit. 

8414.  From  whom  does  the  labourer  get  his  pig  on  credit  ? — 1  will  show  you  ; 
I  have  a  note  here  :  "  William  Bright  is  a  dealer  in  i)igs,  lives  in  Anipthill,  and 
has  for  many  years  sold  them  to  the  poor  ])cople  on  credit,  and  they  have  paid 
him  for  them  when  they  have  fatted  them  ;  but  since  the  new  law  was  passed,  he 
has  not  sold  one  in  ten  of  that  description  as  he  used  to  do  before ;  is  satisfied 
that  thev  are  so  nuich  worse  off  tlian  they  used  to  be." 

841 ',.  William  Bright  sells  the  i)igs  on  credit,  the  poor  j)eople  paying  him 
when  they  are  fattened  ;  upon  what  do  they  feed  their  pigs  ? — In  the  former  part 
of  kee])ing  pigs,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  this  pig  having  assisted  to  i)roducc 
manure  i'or  the  potatoes,  the  pig  is  fed  out  of  the  small  ones,  and  the  barley-meal 
is  got  from  the  miller  ;  and  the  miller  makes  the  same  statement  to  me. 

8416.  The  pig  is  fed  upon  the  potatoes  which  the  manure  of  the  last  year  has 
increased  in  amount  ? — Yes. 

8417.  ^Ir.  Freshjicld.]  And  small  quantities  of  wash  from  the  cottages? — 
That  will  not  he  of  much  use  now". 

8418.  C/tninnan.]  Contrasting  the  condition  of  the  man  in  1834  with  his  con- 
dition in  1837,  do  you  believe  that  he  had  more  means  of  keeping  his  pig  in 
1834  than  he  has  now  ? — I  do  ;  and  the  fact  is  here,  as  I  have  stated,  that  Mr. 
Bright  sold  at  that  time  ten  times  more  than  he  does  now. 

8410.  But  I  want  to  know  the  means  of  the  poor  man  to  keep  his  pig?— I 
have  put  in  my  table,  that  the  condition  of  the  labourers,  as  far  as  regards  the 
purchase  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  is  reduced  in  the  rate  of  33  per  cent.  ;  now 
take  the  whole    number  together,  there  may   be  some   better  than  they  were  in 

1834, 
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1834,  and  there  are   a   great  many  much  worse  ;  there  may  be  some  better  than  .vir.  James  Turner. 

they  were  betbre,  but   T  have    not  found    them    yet ;  but  when   they  are  33  per       

cent,  worse  oft'  in  1837  than  they  were  in   1834,   it  proves  that  they  are  not  in       4  May  1S3S. 
so  good  a  condition  to  kccj)  a  i)ig  now. 

8420.  Mr.  Vreshfield.']  Do  you  not  know  that  the  poor  men  consider  the 
keeping  a  pig  a.s  a  good  saving  bank,  they  suffering  very  little  inconvenience  in 
keeping  a  pig? — Those  who  keep  a  pig  do  think  so,  and  I  wish  all  the  labourers 
had  one  and  eat  it  themselves. 

8421.  Lord  Ho?/(c/t.]  I  understood  you  to  give  your  account  of  the  circum- 
stances of  this  man  of  the  name  of  Pedder,  as  a  person  into  whose  situation  vou 
had  intjuircd,  and  with  which  you  were  perfectly  acquainted? — I  have  made  the 
same  inquiry  into  his  situation  as  I  have  into  all  the  other  labourers  of  the 
parish  ;  but  out  of  the  number,  when  I  come  to  look  over  the  table,  it  can  scarcely 
be  expected  that  I  can  have  a  perfect  recollection  of  everj-  circumstance  in  the 
case  of  every  individual  ;  this  is  one  that  I  happened  not  to  be  able  so  thoroughly 
to  describe  as  I  could  a  great  many. 

.S422.  You  described  this  person's  circumstances,  and  what  you  considered  to 
be  his  whole  means  of  living? — I  did. 

8423.  You  say  that  he  kept  a  pig  principally  for  the  sake  of  the  manure  which 
the  pig  aftbrded  ? — If  he  did  keep  one  ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  he  did  keep  one. 

8424.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  any  land  to  put  that  manure  upon  ? — I  do 
not  know. 

{>42.i.  Do  you  know  whether  he  raised  any  potatoes  ? — I  know  that  most  of 
the  poor  people  have  a  garden,  and  I  presume  he  had. 

842(1.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  any  allotment  in  addition? — No. 

8427.  Then  you  know  nothing  whatever  of  what  his  annual  means  of  subsist- 
ence are  ?—  I  think  I  do  know  ;  I  had  the  information  from  him  and  his  wife,  and 
I  think  I  may  fairly  say  that  I  know  something  about  it ;  I  stated  at  first  that  I 
l)ut  in  my  table  upon  the  best  infonuation  1  could  get,  and  that  if  1  were  wrong, 
the  fault  was  not  witli  nie,  but  according  to  the  best  infoiraation  I  had  I  have 
put  it  in. 

8428.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  you  give  a  fair  representation  of  the  working 
man's  means  of  subsistence,  if  you  state  the  wages  he  receives,  and  not  the  means 
which  he  may  possess  of  having  potatoes  and  other  produce  from  ground  which 
may  form  a  very  large  part  of  his  living?— When  I  state  the  amount  of  his  rent, 
I  expect  if  he  has  land  that  he  pays  for  that  land,  and  I  state  the  amount  he  is 
paying  for  that  land. 

8429.  But  though  he  pays  for  the  land,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  if  he  has  land,  • 
he  derives  some  advantage  from  it  ? — Of  course  he  does. 

84  50.  Then,  in  bringing  befbre  the  Committee  an  account  of  the  means  of 
subsistence  of  this  labourer,  was  it  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  give  the 
Committee  any  means  of  judging  what  their  means  of  subsistence  were,  tliat  you 
should  incjuire  what  land  he  had,  and  what  advantages  he  derived  from  that  ?--Li 
those  places  where  allotments  of  land  are  distributed  I  have  been  careful  to  do 
that ;  but  the  parish  of  Westoning  is  not  a  parish  where  there  are  allotments 

8431.  Will  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say  that  this  man,  Pedder,  had  no  allot- 
ment of  land  in  addition  to  his  garden  ? — I  do  not  take  upon  myself  to  say  so. 

8432.  Mr.  Miles.]  This  tabular  form  that  you  put  in  is  drawn  up  upon  the  best 
information  you  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  respective  labourers  ? — It  is. 

8433.  In  your  examination,  of  the  last  day,  you  stated  that  you  endeavoured  to 
check  tiiat  as  nmch  as  possible,  by  making  inquiries  of  their  employers? — I  did 
in  several  instances. 

8434.  In  most  of  those  instances  have  you  made  those  inquiries  ? — In  some 
of  them  I  have,  and  in  others  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity. 

S43/5.  What  was  your  reason  for  not  drawing  out  your  table  similarly  in  1837 
to  that  of  1834.  In  1834  I  find  "  a  number  of  children  living  with  their  parents  ;"' 
•'  the  age  of  the  eldest ;"  "  the  age  of  the  youngest ,"  that  is  omitted  in  1837  ? — 
I  presumed  that  the  child  that  was  nine  years  of  age  in  1834  would  be  in  1837 
twelve  years  of  age ;  and  I  did  not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  putting  the 
ages  of  the  children  in  a  second  time. 

843(1.  I  think  1  have  imderstood  from  you,  likewise,  from  several  questions  put 
by  different  members  of  the  Committee,  that,  from  the  employment  to  which  the 
children  of  the  labourers  in  Bedfordshire  are  subject,  as  they  get  older  the  value 
of  their  work  increases  .' — I  stated  that,  but  I  stated  in  addition  that  the  price  of 

3511-  u  3  the 


30      ^IINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  15EF0RE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  JametTurner.  the  Work  at  wliicli  the  children  were  employed  in  1834  was  much  reduced  in 
—  —  -  value  in  1837  ;  tliat  is,  that  the  lace  or  plait  did  not  fetch  nearly  so  good  a  price 
4  May  1838.       -^  ^j^g  latter  year  as  it  did  in  the  former. 

8437.  I  will  call  your  attention  first  of  all  to  George  King,  who  is  here 
described  as  a  shepherd ;  he  has  a  wife  and  six  children  living,  the  eldest,  in  the 
year  1834,  was  18,  the  youngest  six  ;  I  find  that  the  earnings  of  this  family  in  the 
former  year  were  ISl.  4s.,  in  the  latter  period  only  15/.  12a'.  ;  were  the  whole  of 
the  number  of  children,  who  were  resident  in  1834  with  the  father,  resident  with 
him  in  1837? — It  appears  that  they  are ;  1  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  change  in 
the  number  of  the  family. 

843 S.  Was  the  eldest  a  male  or  female? — I  believe  the  elder  children  are 

843Q.  You  state  that,  from  the  very  best  examination  you  have  been  able  to 
make,  you  find  that  tiie  earnings  have  deteriorated  of  those  children,  they  all 
being  plaiters  or  lace-makers,  from  18/.  4s.  in  the  former  period  to  1.")/.  12.'(.  ? — 
This  is  the  description  of  the  family  that  I  before  named  ;  the  price  of  their  work 
is  deteriorated  so  much  that  they  cannot  get  so  much  money  now  as  they  could 
have  done  four  years  ago. 

8440.  Do  you  know  whether  George  King  has  joined  a  benefit  society  lately  ? 
— I  am  not  aware  ;  I  have  no  account  that  he  has. 

8441 .  Is  Richard  Pedder  in  a  benefit  society  ? — It  does  not  say  whether  he  is 
or  not 

8442.  The  next  person  I  shall  call  your  attention  to  is  William  Hyde,  with  a 
wife  and  five  children,  the  eldest  in  1834,  seventeen  ;  the  youngest  aged  one  ; 
the  earnings  in  1834,  14/.  6*. ;  the  earnings  in  1837,  14/.  6*.  ? — That  is  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  made  to  me  ;  those  girls  are  employed  in  plaiting,  and  they 
make  less  money  now  by  their  work  than  they  did. 

8443.  I  next  call  your  attention  to  Edward  Armsden,  41 ,  a  wife  and  five  children ; 
the  earnings  of  the  wife  and  children  in  1834  are  10/.  8s.;  the  earnings  in  1837, 
10/.  8s.  I  next  call  your  attention  to  Thomas  Brinkley,  a  wife  and  seven 
children;  the  eldest  sixteen,  the  youngest  one;  earnings  in  1834,  15/.  12s.; 
earnings  in  1837,  15/.  12.  I  next  call  your  attention  to  Thomas  Sharpe,  aged 
63,  wife  and  two  children  ;  earnings  of  the  family,  5/.  4s.  in  1834;  the  earn- 
ings of  the  family,  5/.  4s.  in  1837.  Having  given  you  those  five  cases,  must  it 
not  have  appeared  very  extraordinary  to  you  that  the  earnings  of  those  respective 
families  were  precisely  the  same  in  1834,  to  a  fraction,  as  they  were  in  the  year 
1837  ? — My  answer  to  that  is,  that  I  did  ask  them,  "  What  can  you  make  now 
per  w^eek  by  plaiting  ?"  their  answer  was,  "  4s.  or  5s."  They  get  according  to 
the  family;  the  answer  would  be,  "We  cannot  make  more  than  4s.  a  week  or 
5s.  a  week,  but  we  could  have  made  the  same  three  years  ago,  though  we  had 
a  plaiter  less  three  years  hack,  as  we  make  now  ;"  then  I  put  down  4s.  a  week,^ 
as  the  income  of  that  family  from  plaiting,  which  will  amount  to  10/.  8s.  a  year. 

8444.  Though  they  had  a  plaiter  more,  and  though,  as  you  admit,  a  person  16 
years  of  age  could  do  more  plaiting  than  a  person  12  years  of  age  ? — When  I  say 
they  had  an  addition  of  one,  I  am  not  aware  whether  those  families  that  have  been 
named  had  an  addition  of  one  or  not,  but  I  state  that  though  they  are  grown  up 
more  than  they  were  before,  and  though  there  is  an  addition  in  the  number,  they 
could  formerly  make  more  money  than  they  can  now,  because  of  the  better  price. 

844,5.  Is  it  not  a  singidar  thing,  that  with  this  increase  in  the  number  of  plaiters 
and  the  increase  in  the  age,  the  earnings  of  five  large  families  should  come  to  pre- 
cisely the  same  sum  in  the  two  years  ?— Not  at  all,  because  if  they  state  that  they 
could  earn  4s.  a  week  now  by  plaiting,  and  they  state  that  they  could  have  made 
4s.  before,  I  would  have  asked  "  How  many  plaiters  have  you  now,  or  how 
many  used  you  to  have?"  and  if  they  state  that  their  earnings  are  4s.  a  week,  it 
is  upon  their  authority  that  I  put  in  the  earnings  I  have  given. 

841'").  Is  it  then  a  calculation  of  what  they  are  supposed  to  earn,  and  not  a 
statement  of  their  earnings  ? — It  is  a  statement  of  what  they  have  really  earned, 
according  to  the  best  information  I  could  get,  and  I  do  think  that  I  have  stated 
their  earnings  at  a  fair  proportion,  for  if  I  must  take  the  Commissioners'  Re- 
port, they  have  taken  upon  them  to  report  what  the  families  earned,  and  stated 
much  less  than  I  have  put  it  at. 

S447.  But  still,  evidently  you  are  acquainted  with  figures,  and  does  it  not 
strike  you  as  very  extraordinary  that  they  should  amount  to  exactly  the  same 

sum, 
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sum,  with  not  a  fraction  diflerence? — Not  at  all,  because  I  put  it  in  as  what  they  Mr.  Jamet  Turner. 
earn  per  week.  - 

8448.  Lord  Hawick.]   In  the  paper  which   you  have  given  in,   the  cokimn  is       4  May  1838. 
headed  "  earnings  of  labourer's  wife  and  children  ;"  would  not  that  imply,  not  what 

they  may  be  supposed  to  earn  at  a  certain  rate  during  the  year,  but  what  they 
actually  did  earn,  upon  a  calculation  of  their  employment  in  several  weeks  ? — It 
is  impossible  to  get  at  the  actual  earnings  ;  when  they  make  their  straw-plait, 
they  sell  it  once  or  twice  in  the  week,  and  they  make  what  they  can  get  at  the 
year's  end ;  it  is  morally  impossible  to  get  at  the  exact  amount ;  I  stated 
before,  that  I  had  got  at  it,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  as  nearly  as  I  could. 

8449.  Then  the  heading  of  this  column  is  fallacious,  it  is  not  the  actual 
earnings  of  the  wife  and  children,  but  the  estimated  earnings  of  the  wife  and 
children?— If  you  dispute  that  word  I  will  not  contend  it,  but  what  I  say  is,  that 
it  is  as  near  as  I  could  get  at  it. 

8450.  It  is  the  nearest  estimate  you  could  form,  but  not  an  account  of 
receipts  ? — It  is  impossible  for  that  to  be  got  at,  under  any  circumstances. 

8451 .  Therefore  it  will  not  show  whether  there  is  an  increase  of  earnings  in  late 
years,  from  more  constant  employment,  than  formerly? — The  families  have 
constant  work,  those  employed  in  plaiting  or  lace-making. 

8452.  But  it  will  not  show  any  variation  in  their  receipts,  from  a  greater  or  less 
amount  of  industry  in  different  years  ? — It  shows  the  amount  that  they  get,  as 
nearly  as  it  is  possible  to  get  at  it. 

8453.  It  states  what  they  calculate  they  get,  taking  one  week  with  another, 
by  straw-plaiting,  but  it  does  not  show  what  they  have  actually  earned  in  the 
difterent  weeks  in  those  years  ?—  Because  it  is  impossible  to  get  at  that  data,  and 
therefore  I  have  not  given  that. 

84.54.  You  have  found  it  pi'actically  impossible  to  get  that  information  which 
this  paper  professes  to  give ;  you  have  not  been  able  to  get,  from  the  actual 
receipts  of  the  labourers,  what  their  earnings  were  in  those  two  years  ? — ^The 
table  does  not  say  the  actual  amount. 

84.55.  Mr.  Miles.]  I  must  draw  your  attention  to  one  more  labourer,  which  is 
Tliomas  Sharpe,  63;  he  is  stated  to  have  two  children  in  1834,  one  of  those 
children  24  years,  the  other  20  years  of  age  ;  their  earningb  in  1834  were  .'3  /.  4*., 
and  I  see  their  earnings  in  1837  were  the  same;  were  those  children  men  or 
women  ? — Daughters,  one  of  them  deaf  and  dumb,  not  able  to  do  much  work, 
and  they  calculate  that  they  could  earn  about  4  5.  a  week  with  plaiting,  as 
nearly  as  I  could  get  it,  and  I  put  it  in. 

84.5().  Mr.  Chichester.]  Are  they  married  ? — No. 

8457.  Have  they  any  children? — One  of  them  has  a  child. 

84.58.  ]\Ir.  Miles.]  Do  you  know  wdiether  Sharpe  is  receiving  relief? — I  am 
not  aware;  he  has  Ss.  a  week,  earnings. 

84.59.  ^^  y°"  know  whether  his  deaf  and  dumb  daughter  is  receiving  relief? — 
I  am  not  aware. 

84'jo.  Did  you  make  the  inquiry  ? — I  generally  did  make  the  inquiry. 

8461.  But  this  must  have  struck  you  as  rather  an  extraordinary  case  ;  did  you 
in  this  particular  instance  make  the  in(]uiry  ? — It  does  not  strike  my  mind  now, 
but  I  should  almost  be  sure  that  they  were  not  receiving  parochial  relief. 

8462.  Chairman.]  They  do  not  belong  to  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — No. 
84(1.5.  Did  Richard  Pedder  receive  relief  before  the  union  ? — I  am  not  aware. 
841)4.  In  the  statement  that  you  gave  for  1834,  do  you  include  parochial  relief? 

— I  do  not. 

846.5.  Then  you  suppose  that  Richard  Pedder  was  at  work  for  52  weeks  in 
1834  ? — That  is  my  information. 

8466.  And  during  that  time  you  do  not  know  whether  he  received  parochial 
relief? — I  do  not ;  I  stated  they  had  not  received  relief. 

8467.  If  it  should  appear  that  in  1834,  before  the  date  of  the  union,  Richard 
Pedder  received  7  s.  and  (i.s.  Gd.  and  5  s.,  and  then  in  the  sixth  month  7  s.  was 
ordered  till  the  end  of  the  year,  would  that  be  consistent  with  the  statement 
which  he  made  to  you?— It  would  not  ;  my  information  is,  that  he  has  a  wife 
and  five  children,  the  oldest  seven,  the  youngest  under  one  ;  has  constant  work, 
and  has  had  for  live  years  ;  now  it  would  be  an  unusual  thing  to  give  a  man  that 
money  with  constant  work. 

84()8.  But  you  are  aware  that  the  practice  was,  iu  the  parish  of  Westoning,  to 
359-  D  4  give 
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M>.Jimcs  Turner,   give  relief  when  they  liad  constant  work? — Not  at  that  time;  the  practice  had 

— —        become  nearly  abolished  at  tliat  time. 

4  May  1838.  8460.  I  rind  that  by  the  parish  book  of  Westoning,  in  the  year  preceding  the 

I'ormation  of  the  union,  1834-"),  Richard  Pedder  received  the  amount  of  7*-.  to 
the  end  of  the  year  ;  the  next  entry  is,  "  Received  7s.  for  nine  weeks,"  before  the 
formation  of  the  union,  and  upon  the  tbrmation  of  the  union  he  ajjpears  to  have 
received  4  *•.,  till  it  was  discontinued ;  and  that  amount  varies  till  it  comes  to 
7s.  6(f.  in  the  eighth  month,  and  then  it  is  altogether  discontinued? — I  slioiild 
think  it  very  improbal)k'  to  be  the  same  man. 

5470.  Did  Peter  Chance  state  to  you  that  he  received  parish  relief  in  tiie  year 
1834? — No.  he  said  that  he  was  in  constant  work. 

5471.  Should  you  liave  inferred  from  his  statement  to  you  that  he  was  at  the 
time  receiving  parish  relief?— No,  I  should  not. 

8472.  If  I  find  an  entry  in  the  parish  book  of  Westoning  in  the  year  lSo4  and 
1835,  that  Peter  Chance  received  4s.,  G.s-.,  Is.,  iis.,  4s.  and  (i.v.  and  Us.  Gr/.  and 
3s.  3(1.  and  3,v.  3d.  and  2s.  2d.  and  3s.  3d.  and  4  s.  4  d.  and  3*-.  3d.  in  the  year 
1834,  is  the  statement  made  to  you  accurate? — If  I  bad  been  aware  that  Peter 
Chance  had  received  that  money,  he  would  have  been  put  in  the  other  table  of  48 
.abourers  ;  but  believing  that  he  was  in  constant  work,  as  he  stated,  I  put  him  into 
this  table. 

S473.  If  tliis  entry  is  correct,  and  it  applies  to  Peter  Chance,  of  whom  vou 
have  spoken,  is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  that  is  not  a  correct  statement 
of  his  circumstances  ? — It  is  not  correct,  for  he  has  not  been  in  constant  work  as 
long  as  he  has  stated. 

8474.  With  respect  to  George  King,  did  he  state  that  in  the  year  before  the 
formation  of  the  union  he  had  received  relief  from  the  parish  ? — He  did  not ;  he 
stated  that  he  has  been  in  constant  work  for  26  years,  and  did  not  receive  relief  so 
late  as  that. 

847,5.  There  are  two  entries,  one  of  85.  and  the  other  3s.  3d.  with  respect 
to  George  King ;  so  fur  those  sums  of  money  ought  to  have  been  inserted  in  the 
return  of  his  income?  — That  8s.  and  3.s-.  ought  to  have  been  put  into  his  income 
in  1834,  and  would  have  been  if  I  had  been  aware  of  it  ;  in  the  ca>e  of  Pedder 
and  Peter  Chance,  tliose  two,  if  they  had  not  stated  that  they  had  been  in  full 
work,  would  have  been  put  in  the  list  of  48. 

847(1.  So  far  as  the  statement  of  Peter  Chance,  and  of  one  or  two  other  la- 
bourers, do  not  correspond  with  the  entries  in  the  parisli  books,  their  statements 
are  inaccurate  ? — They  are. 

8477.  Mr.  3/ilrs.]  On  the  Committee  pointing  out  these  instances  to  j-ou, 
should  you  not  be  justified  in  looking  witli  suspicion  upon  this  as  an  accurate 
table  ?— I  stated  that  it  was  as  accurate  as  I  could  make  it. 

8478.  But,  from  what  has  come  out,  can  this  be  looked  upon  as  an  accurate 
table  ? — I  admit  that,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  attempt  to  lay  any  thing  be- 
fore this  Committee  that  was  not  correct. 

8479.  Chairman.]  If  those  people,  some  of  them  in  the  year  1834,  and 
others  in  the  year  1837,  are  in  the  state  of  distress  which  you  describe,  how 
would  you  propose  to  improve  their  condition? — By  giving  to  every  labourer 
from  half  an  acre  to  an  acre  of  land. 

8480.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  giving  ? — That  it  should  be  recom- 
mended to  the  land-owners  to  let  every  labourer  have  half  an  acre  or  an  acre  of 
land  upon  reasonable  terms,  such  terms  as  he  lets  his  land  for  genci-ally,  with  a 
fair  addition  for  the  trouble  of  collecting  the  rents,  and  what  expense  it  mav  be. 

8481.  You  think  that  the  effect  of  allowing  labourers  to  have  that  quantitv  of 
land  which  you  have  mentioned  would  be  materially  to  improve  their  condition  ? 
— I  am  certain  it  would. 

8482.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  would  have  the  eft'ect  of  increasing-  the  good 
habits  and  industry  of  the  labourers?  — I  am  certain  of  it. 

8483.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  consequence  of  letting  this  quantity  of  land 
upon  those  terms  has  the  effect  of  preventing  the  families  of  the  labourers 
from  loitering  away  a  great  deal  of  time  in  idleness,  and  accustoms  them  to 
habits  of  industry  ?— 1  am  certain  it  would. 

8484.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  is  a  great  resource  to  the  labourer  if  he  is 
thrown  out  of  work,  or  if,  working  at  task-work,  he  is  able  to  accomplish  his 
work  in  a  limited  number  of  hours,  that  during  the  time  he  is  out  of  work,  or 
unemployed  in  task-work,   he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  employing  himself 

upon 
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upon   land   of  this   description  ? — Yes ;    and   if    he   had   this   land,    it   would  Mr.  jamet  Turner. 

produce  potatoes  and  other  vegetables.     The  kind  of  cultivation  I  should  recom-     

mend    would  be  half  of   the    land    for   potatoes  and  the  other   for   com ;    he       4  May  1838. 
would  then  have  sometliing  to  fall  back  upon  in  severe  weather ;  because  as  to 
talking  of  their  sa\'ing  money,  it  is  out  of  the  question. 

8485.  Do  not  you  think  he  would  be  more  in  a  condition  of  saving  money, 
which  might  be  deposited  in  benefit  societies  or  savings  banks,  if  he  had  the 
advantage  of  this  land  ? — The  saving  of  money  I  would  not  interfere  with  at  all ; 
but  he  would  be  able  to  save  for  himself,  in  times  of  necessity,  a  quantity  of  bread 
and  of  potatoes,  and  would  not  be  driven  to  ask  relief  from  a  parish,  or  in  any 
way. 

8486.  Do  not  you  think  the  possessing  of  land  in  that  way  would  be  likely  to 
give  the  labourers  a  feeling  of  honest  independence  ? — I  am  sure  of  it,  and  I 
have  seen  it  to  be  the  case  in  Bedfordshire  ;  I  held  those  opinions  before  I  went 
down,  but  they  were  confirmed  while  I  was  there. 

8487.  Have  you  seen  in  Bedfordshire  instances  in  which  land  has  been  so 
given  ? — I  have,  and  seen  the  good  effects  of  it,  and  heard  the  people  who  had 
the  land  thank  God,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  they  had  a  bit  of  land,  over 
and  over  again. 

8488.  Have  you  observed  a  great  difference  in  the  situation  of  those  labourers 
who  have  that  advantage  as  compared  with  others  who  have  not  that  advantage  ? 
— I  could  have  told  as  soon  as  I  entered  a  house  that  they  had  land ;  in  the 
parish  of  Flitton,  which  belongs  nearly  all  to  Earl  de  Grey,  whether  the  whole  of 
it  belongs  to  him  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but  eight  years  ago  he  apportioned  out 
some  land,  a  farm,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  this  way  ;  before  that  time  I  am 
informed,  on'  very  good  authority,  that  parish  was  about  as  badly  managed  as 
any  in  the  neighbourhood ;  I  am  told  it  was  as  badly  managed  as  Westoning ; 
eight  years  ago  this  farm  was  divided  amongst  the  labourers  in  small  propor- 
tions, from  half  an  acre  as  far  as  four  acres  ;  and  when  they  did  do  so,  the  rates 
were  reduced  before  the  new  Poor  Law  was  passed,  from  IGs.  to  85.,  without  the 
interference  of  the  law  at  all. 

8489.  Do  you  attribute  that  reduction  to  the  practice  of  giving  lands' — The 
reduction  I  attribute  to  the  giving  of  land  alone. 

8400.  Do  you  think,  under  the  circumstances,  they  were  able  to  make  this 
reduction  of  rates,  accompanied  with  this  advance  of  land,  without  materially 
impairing  the  means  of  the  labourers'  living? — The  labourers  were  better  off ; 
tliey  all  made  that  statement. 

8491.  In  contemplating  any  provision  by  which  the  condition  of  the  labourer 
should  be  improved,  you  would  rather  have  recourse  to  this  practice  of  allotment 
than  to  the  old  practice  of  parish  rehef,  given  as  it  formerly  was  in  that  district  ? 
— Much  rather ;  the  working  people  felt  the  benefit  of  it ;  as  I  stated,  when 
I  v.ent  into  the  houses,  I  could  tell  in  a  moment  which  had  a  portion  of  land  ; 
there  was  a  number  of  faggots  about  their  door,  and  there  would  be  flour  in 
their  house  ;  their  houses  looked  so  different  from  what  the  others  did  ;  and  the 
same  system  had  been  adopted  in  another  parish  or  two  that  I  did  not  visit, 
not  belonging  to  the  Ampthill  Union ;  and  the  steward,  upon  beuig  remonstrated 
with  about  giving  those  people  land  who  had  no  character,  said,  "  I  admit  they 
have  not  a  character,  but  1  intend  to  give  them  one  ;"  so  that  they  took  this  land 
and  divided  it  amongst  them  indiscriminately,  not  asking  whether  they  were  of 
good  character  or  not ;  and  I  am  informed,  on  good  authority,  that  only  one  has 
lost  his  land  through  misconduct,  that  at  the  time  of  the  la.st  audit,  15/.  of  rents 
were  not  owing  amongst  the  whole  of  those  labourers  who  had  those  allotments. 

849-2.  You  are  not  speaking  of  gardens,  hut  of  allotments  of  land  to  the 
extent  of  from  half  an  acre  to  an  acre  ? — Yes,  in  no  instance  would  1  go  beyond 
an  acre,  for  I  would  not  make  those  labourers  into  farmers,  for  I  want  them  to  be 
labourers,  and  good  labourers. 

849.5.  Have  you  ever  found  that  the  labourer  who  possesses  the  advantage 
of  this  allotment  of  land  is  in  any  respect  a  worse  labourer  or  less  disposed  to 
work  for  the  farmers  of  the  neighbourhood  ?— No,  but  the  reverse  ;  there  is  so 
nuich  better  a  feeling  between  them  ;  there  is  that  union  between  the  labourers 
and  the  farmers  which  ought  to  exist,  and  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  does  not  exist, 
and  which,  if  not  changed,  will  produce  fatal  effects  ;  I  have  seen  them  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  more  than  once  or  twice,  thank  God  that  they  had  a  bit  of 
land,  or  they  must  have  been  in  the  workhouse,  had  it  not  been  for  tliis  land. 

;j59-  e  t^494-  Mr. 
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Mr.  JamcA  Turner        ^494-  ^'^''-  ^i'We//.]   Is  this    land  cultivated  with  plouiih  or  with   spade   hus- 

bandi7  ? — This  which    I  allude  to  is  cultivated  with  the  plough,  but  iny  plan 

4  May  iS-^S.       would  be  that  it  should  all  be  cultivated  by  the  spade. 

840.").  Mr.  Estcoitrt.]  In  this  parish  bclonicing  to  Lord  de  Grey,  do  you  know 
the  size  of  the  allotments  ? — From  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  some  few  at  a  quarter  to 
half  an  acre,  but  some  few  have  as  much  as  four  acres. 

84q().  Chairman.']  With  reference  to  this  particular  parish,  independently  of 
those  allotments  which  you  have  spoken  of,  and  which  produced  those  conse- 
quences, w^as  not  Lord  de  Grey  building  a  large  house,  and  thereby  giving  much 
greater  employment  to  the  labourers  than  was  usually  the  case  ? — This  system  of 
allotment  was  introduced  eight  years  ago  ;  the  building  the  house  was  about  three 
years  ago ;  the  effect  of  that  in  FUtton  was  not  so  much  as  in  Selsoe,  for  the 
building  of  the  house  was  in  Selsoe. 

8497.  Mr.  Liddcll.}  Are  you  aware  of  the  amount  of  rent  that  was  paid  for  this 
land  ? — I  think  in  no  instance  more  than  35  s.  ;  from  a  pound  to  35s.  an  acre. 

8408.  Is  that  the  ordinary  price  of  land  of  corresponding  (juality  in  tlie  neigh- 
bourhood ? — The  land  is  let  at  rather  a  higher  price  than  it  is  let  at  to  the  farmers, 
but  not  much  more  than  will  cover  the  extra  expense  of  collecting. 

8409.  Chairman.]  Did  not  you  find  in  those  cases  where  the  land  let  in  those 
allotments  was  a  little  dearer  than  the  same  description  of  land  that  was  let  to 
the  farmers,  that  the  rates  and  tithes  were  paid  by  the  landlord  or  by  the  fanner 
from  whose  farm  the  land  was  taken,  so  as  to  make  the  sum  about  the  same  ? — 
I  am  not  ouite  clear  about  that. 

8500.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Admitting  the  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  the 
labourers  from  such  a  distribution  of  the  land,  on  the  \mri  of  a  benevolent  land- 
lord, would  there  not  be  a  danger,  on  the  part  of  a  gras])ing  landlord,  of  his  asking 
a  greater  amount  of  rent  than  the  labourers  could  pay,  and  of  the  demand  for  land 
on  the  part  of  the  labourers,  enabhng  him  to  do  so  with  success  ? — He  might,  and 
I  admit  that  it  is  a  very  narrow  path ;  because  I  know  instances  where  landlords 
let  at  an  exorbitant  rent. 

8501.  Therefore  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  labourers  must  depend  a 
great  deal  ui)on  the  character  of  the  landlord,  and  upon  the  spirit  in  which  the 
land  is  let,  in  order  to  be  of  essential  advantage  ? — It  must ;  if  it  is  let  with  an 
intention  to  benefit  the  labourers,  and  to  make  them  into  such  labourers  as 
I  could  wish  to  see  them,  then  the  advantages  arc  veiy  great. 

8.502.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  that  land  is  the  property  of  an  oppressive  and 
gi'incling  landlord,  that  very  subdivision  may  be  turned  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
labourers  ? — It  may,  and  in  Ireland  it  has  been  so  done. 

8503.  Mr.  FreshJiekL]  You  say  that  part  of  the  land  should  be  cultivated  in  wheat ; 
do  not  you  think  it  important  that  that  should  be  made  a  sti]nilation  by  which 
some  straw  should  be  made  ? — I  would  j)refer  such  a  stipulation,  that  if  a  man  has 
half  an  acre  or  three-quarters,  he  should  grow  one-half  in  wheat,  and  that  the 
straw  should  be  used  about  the  place  for  the  purjjose  of  manuring  the  land. 

8504.  It  is  very  material  that  he  should  keep  up  the  heart  of  the  land  by 
manure?- -Yes. 

8505.  It  also  leads  to  a  habit  of  care  and  cleanliness  in  the  management  of  his 
wheat  ? — That  is  what  I  recommend. 

8506.  Do  not  you  know  that  w^here  this  allotment  exists,  it  is  the  custom  to 
buy  a  pig  upon  crecUt  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

8.507.  Mr.  Walker.]  Do  you  know  whether  any  stipulation  is  made  as  to  the 
kind  of  produce  to  be  raised? — I  am  not  aware. 

8508.  You  think  the  labourer  may  use  the  land  as  he  pleases  ? — Yes,  I  have 
that  information. 

8509.  Mr.  Estcoiirt.]  In  parishes  where  allotments  are  very  general,  do  you 
think  that  it  would  be  a  safe  test  to  apply  the  peremptory  rule,  that  all  able- 
bodied  labourers  wanting  relief  should  receive  it  in  the  workhouse  ? — I  think  that 
bad,  under  any  circumstances. 

8,5 1 0.  Therefore  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  application  of  the  allotment 
would  make  you  more  friendly  to  the  peremptory  rule  than  you  are  at  present  ? — 
No,  for  this  reason ;  there  may  cases  occur  where  the  people  have  not  land,  and 
while  a  rule  such  as  that  exists, — for  instance,  take  the  case  of  a  woman  confined 
only  40  hours  before  :  there  is  a  rule  saying,  that  she  shall  not  be  relieved  except 
in  the  workhouse  ;  I  think  that  is  bad,  if  it  is  applied  to  only  one  person  in  the 
kingdom. 

8,511.  Mr. 
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8.511.  Mr.  Miles.]  Is  the  allotment  system  tolerably  general  throughout  the  Mr.  Jan.tt  Turner. 

Ampthill  Union  ? — Not  very  general  ;  there  are  some  portions  in  the  parish  of  

Hawnes,  some  in  Flitton,  and  there  are  some  in  Maulden  ;  but  the  surveyor  of  the  4  May  1838. 
union  will  be  before  you,  and  he  will  teU  you  how  many  allotments  there  are 

much  better  than  I  can. 

8.512.  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  there  was  more  contentment  in  the  villages 
in  which  the  allotments  were,  as  compared  with  others  in  which  there  were  no 
allotments'? — The  difference  is  so  great  between  the  ])Iaces  where  the  allotments 
are  and  where  they  are  not,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  in  words  to  describe  the 
difference  ;  it  must  be  seen,  to  be  believed. 

8.513.  Does  the  system  of  allotment  seem  to  be  on  the  increase  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  ? — 1  am  not  aware  that  it  has  increased  much  ;  in  the  parish  of  Cranfield 
there  has  been  a  new  inclosure  lately,  and  they  have  been  letting  out  some  thi.s 
spring. 

8.514.  Chairman.]  Did  you  state  that  there  were  a  considerable  number  ol 
allotments  in  the  parish  of  Maulden  ? — Yes,  there  are  a  good  many,  but  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  them  so  well  as  the  surveyor. 

8.51.5.  Mr.  LiddelL]  It  is  upon  Lord  de  Grey's  property  that  it  is  principally 
carried  into  effect  ? — Yes,  Lord  de  Grey's  and  Lord  Carteret's,  and  I  believe 
some  belonging  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford 

8516.  Mr.  Fielden.]  From  what  you  have  just  now  stated,  I  infer  that  you 
think  that  the  labourers  are  disposed  to  work,  and  work  diligently,  in  the  Ampt- 
hill Union,  provided  they  could  obtain  labour  and  a  sufticient  remuneration  for 
it  ? — That  is  the  determination  of  the  working  people,  taking  them  in  general ; 
there  are  exceptions,  but  not  so  many  as  is  supposed  ;  the  cry  is  for  work,  "  Give 
us  work,  and  we  do  not  care." 

8517.  Those  30  labourers  in  this  table  are  men  of  that  character,  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  have  those  allotments,  and  to  have  their  condition  improved 
in  that  way  ? — Yes,  if  they  had  the  allotments  in  the  manner  I  have  stated,  I  am 
sure  that  it  would  improve  the  condition  of  those  labourers  to  a  very  great 
extent. 

8.518.  There  appear  to  have  been  some  errors  committed  in  this  table  you 
have  put  in,  from  the  returns  from  the  parish  of  Westoning,  as  to  some  of  those 
individuals  having  received  reUef  ? — There  are,  and  I  am  sorry  that  the  two 
names  were  not  placed  on  the  other  list ;  and  it  was  from  misinformation,  not 
from  a  desire  to  mislead  the  Conmiittee,  or  from  a  desire  to  bring  any  thing  that 
was  not  correct  before  them ;  I  wish  the  whole  to  be  investigated  to  see  whether 
they  are  correct  or  not. 

8.519.  Your  table  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment to  any  individual  who  will  take  the  pains  to  do  so  r —Any  one  that  will 
take  the  pains  to  examine  the  tmth  of  the  statement  may  do  so. 

85 20.  Not  only  with  reference  to  the  sum  they  did  receive  in  parish  relief,  but 
as  to  the  amount  of  wages  and  the  earnings  of  their  wives  and  children  ? — Yes, 
I  am  very  anxious  that  they  should  do  so. 

8.521.  Any  errors  that  have  arisen  will  not  make  any  great  alteration  in  the 
result  of  the  table  ? —  It  would  not  make  much  difference,  because  in  those  two 
instances  if  they  were  receiving  this  amount  of  money,  they  were  receiving  it 
when  they  were  not  working ;  I  am  quite  certain  that  they  would  not  be  receiving 
weekly  wages  and  that  amount  from  the  parish  at  tliat  time. 

8.522.  As  to  the  earnings  of  the  wives  and  children  of  those  families,  though 
it  is  put  down  in  the  head  of  the  column  that  those  are  the  eai-nings,  you  do  not 
intend  that  it  should  be  more  than  an  estimate  which  they  have  given  you  ? — 
I  intended  it  as  such,  that  it  should  be  as  nearly  accurate  as  it  was  possible  to 

s^*-^^-         .        .      .      . 

8.523.  Is  it  possible,  in  going  over  the  country  in  order  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  wages  the  people  receive,  that  you  could  do  it  in  any  other  way  than  by  esti- 
mate of  the  week  or  the  year? — Not  at  all;  they  do  not  keep  books;  and  the 
only  way  is  to  get  at  the  estimate  of  their  earnings. 

8.524.  Have  you  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  best  information  of  what  they 
could  earn  in  i)lait  and  lace-making  from  others,  besides  the  husbands  and  wives 
and  children  ? — Yes,  in  every  parish  we  have  visited  we  have  taken  great  pains 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  earnings,  as  far  as  it  was  jiossible  to  get  at  them. 

8.52,5.  From  employers  as  well  as  the  labourers  themselves  ? — From  all  persons 
upon  whom  wc  could  rely  and  get  information. 

35y.  E  2  8526.  Have 
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Mr.  James  Tunicr.        S.-^if).  Have  you  any  doubt  that  others  can  come  up  and  speak  to  the  truth  of 

the  earnings,  as  described  in  your  table  ? — There  are  plenty  that  will  come  ;  if  this 

4  May  1838,  Committee  tliink  proper,  they  may  have  the  parties  before  them;  and  they  would 
make  the  statement  themselves ;  I  would  state  that  the  Commissioners  in  their 
Report,  have  published  an  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  a  family,  and  they  liave 
stated  them  at  lower  figures  than  I  have  done ;  if  the  Committee  is  not  satisfied 
with  my  statement  of  the  earnings,  I  can  give  their  account  of  the  earnings. 

8527.  ^^'^lere  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  family,  and  the  same  sum 
appears  in  the  two  years,  does  it  not  occur  to  you  that  tlie  mother  Jiaving  more 
children,  would  be  able  to  do  less  herself'^ — That  is  what  I  have  stated. 

8528.  Consequently  the  earnings  would  not  be  much  greater  than  they  were 
before  ? — Exactly  ;  a  mother  with  two  children  would  be  more  able  to  do  the 
plaiting  than  with  three  or  four  children. 

8.529.  Your  tabic  docs  show  an  increase  in  the  aggregate  of  this  description  of 
work  ? — Yes,  it  certainly  does. 

8530.  You  have  been  asked  about  one  of  those  30,  whether  he  has  not  a  pig, 
and  you  have  stated,  that  if  he  has  one,  he  will  not  eat  it  himself? — That  is  my 
decided  opinion. 

8.531 .  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  is  notorious  that  pigs  are  kept  by  almost  every 
cottager  in  Ireland,  and  that  those  pigs  are  not  eaten  by  the  peo})le  who  keep  them  ? 
— I  am  aware  that  when  they  have  fattened  the  pig,  they  do  not  eat  it,  but  it  is  sent 
to  some  other  part  ;  and  it  is  the  case  in  Bedfordshire;  pigs  are  sent  to  London. 

8.532.  Do  you  think  that  Bedfordshire  is  approximating  to  the  same  state  that 
Ireland  is  in  ? — Most  certainly  it  is. 

8.533.  Have  you  known  other  instances  where  men,  besides  this  Pedder,  have  had 
a  pig  in  theu-  possession,  since  you  have  gone  down  to  the  Anipthill  Union?  — 
I  have. 

8.534.  Can  you  state  one  ? — I  can  ;  a  labourer  of  the  name  of  John  Sharp, 
who  had  been  a  great  deal  out  of  work ;  he  has  a  wife  and  six  children. 

8535.  In  what  parish  ? — The  parish  of  Anipthill ;  "the  oldest  of  his  children  is 
13,  and  the  youngest  one,  he  has  not  constant  work,  only  a  few  days'  work  now 
and  then  ;  has  had  half  work  since  harvest;"  this  was  taken  in  January,  "and. 
when  at  work,  he  has  9«.  a  week,  and  the  family  make  lace  ;  they  earn  by  making 
lace  about  25.  a  week,  as  nearly  as  they  could  ascertain  ;  they  have  1  s.  a  week  to 
pay  for  rent,  besides  the  fire-wood  which  they  have  to  burn  ;  the  family  lives  on  a 
quartern  loaf  a  day,  half  in  the  morning  and  half  in  the  afternoon,  and  potatoes 
and  salt  for  dinner.  The  man  sold  his  shoes  last  Sunday  to  buy  a  bit  of  bread  for 
his  children  ;"  this  man  has  a  pig  ;  he  is  a  man  of  very  good  character,  and  the 
dealer  had  tmsted  him  with  a  pig,  and  the  miller  had  trusted  him  with  barley-meal 
to  feed  the  pig  with. 

8.5.56.  Then  that  is  another  instance  of  a  poor  man  in  distress  still  sustaining 
a  character  enabling  him  to  obtain  credit  for  a  pig  ? — He  had  ;  the  miller  told  me 
that  he  had  trusted  him  with  meal  for  the  pig  until  he  sold  it. 

8.537.  Does  not  that  circumstance  confirm  you  in  the  opinion  that  the  labourers 
retain  a  character  in  that  district,  notwithstanding  their  extreme  poverty  ? — They 
have  maintained  that  character  in  many  instances,  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
said  often  and  often,  that  none  of  them  need  be  out  of  work  that  will  work  ;  I  am 
quite  persuaded  that  there  are  men  of  good  character,  and  that  they  have  main- 
tained their  character,  though  they  are  sutFering  very  severely. 

8.538.  Another  circumstance  on  which  you  were  asked  a  question  was,  as  to 
whether  some  of  those  men  were  not  in  benefit  clubs  ;  may  not  there  some  have 
come  into  benefit  clubs  this  year,  which  this  table  will  not  include  ? — Certainly, 
that  I  beUeve  ;  but  I  also  beheve  that  some  are  in  benefit  clubs,  and  their  money 
is  paid  into  benefit  clubs,  and  their  famihes  are  wanting  bread  at  the  same  time  ; 
in  fact,  I  have  some  cases  of  that  description. 

8.539.  But  in  your  table,  you  have  given  the  number  in  benefit  clubs,  and  the 
money  which  they  paid  in  the  first  year  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes,  where  they 
stated  they  were  in  benefit  clubs,  I  put  them  down  as  paying  IGs.  or  18.y.  for 
benefit  clubs,  as  the  case  may  be. 

8.540.  You  have  expressed,  and,  as  I  think,  very  properly,  a  strong  desire  on 
your  mind,  that  somethiijg  should  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  labourers,  'and 
you  think  the  allotment  of  land  would  afford  them  relief  ? — I  am  sure  that  it  is 
the  best  and  safest  remedy,  and  at  the  least  expense,  that  can  be  adopted  for  the 
labourers  in  agricultural  districts. 

8541.  Do 
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8.541 .  Do  you  see  any  chance  of  those  poor  men  getting  on  at  all  without  some  Mr.  James  Turner. 

assistance  in  the  mean  while,  till  that  relief  by  allotment  of  land  can  be  afforded       — 

them  ? — No  ;  they  are  now  in  distress,  and  that  would  be,  (begging  pardon  for  using       4  May  1838. 
the  expression,)  Uke  saying,  as  we  say  in  Lancashire,  "  Live  horse,  and  you  shall 
have  grass,"  to  say  they  shall  not  have  relief  till  they  have  allotments  of  land. 

8542.  And  that  is  a  great  hardship  upon  industrious  men  not  having  either 
land  afforded  them,  by  which  they  could  grow  something  for  their  own  support, 
or  parish  allowance? — I  do  think  so  ;  I  have  expressed  myself  so  before  ;  and  I 
am  still  of  that  opinion. 

8.543.  What  is  it,  now,  that  leads  those  men  to  have  this  abhorrence  of  the 
workhouse,  that  they  will  not  accept  of  the  relief  offered  in  that  way  ? — The 
first  thing  is  a  scarcity  of  food ;  every  one  whom  I  have  seen,  who  has  come  out 
of  the  workhouse,  say  they  have  not  enough  ;  it  is  a  general  feeling  among 
them  in  all  parts  ;  those  that  have  come  out  have  not  given  it  the  best  names  in 
the  world,  and  whatever  their  feelings  were  before,  they  are  not  less  strong 
against  it  than  they  used  to  be,  because  they  have  not  a  sufficiency  of  food. 
Another  reason  why  they  object  to  it,  is  the  confinement  ;  as  far  as  the  idle  and 
dissolute  are  concerned  who  are  there,  upon  that  I  would  not  say  one  w'ord ;  but 
I  think  it  very  improper  that  the  aged,  70  or  80  years  of  age,  should  not  be  al- 
lowed even  to  go  out  without  having  to  ask  leave  of  the  board,  which  is  a  thing 
they  are  not  very  partial  to  ;  if  they  ask,  and  give  a  reason  why  they  want  to  go 
and  see  their  friends,  I  believe  in  all  instances  it  would  be  allowed  ;  but  what  I 
would  reconunend  is,  that  the  old  men  and  old  women  should  be  allowed  to  take 
a  walk  out  when  they  wish,  as  they  do  in  some  instances  ;  for  instance,  in 
Biggleswade,  the  old  men  are  allowed  to  go  out  when  they  choose,  keeping 
regular  order,  but  in  the  Ampthill  Union  they  are  not  allowed,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  go  out  without  the  consent  of  the  board  of  guardians  ;  I  think  that  is 
one  of  the  reasons  why  they  do  not  like  to  go  in,  because  of  the  confinement 
which  they  are  subject  to  there  ;  it  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  prison. 

8544.  Mr.  Miles.']  Having  looked  so  critically  into  the  food,  wliich,  at  the  present 
wages,  and  at  the  present  price  of  provisions,  the  labourer  can  afford  himself  in  his 
cottage,  and  being  yourself  cognizant  of  the  food  whicli  he  gets  in  the  workhouse,  do 
you  conceive  that  the  quantity  which  he  gets  at  home  is  very  much  larger  than  the 
quantity  which  he  gets  at  the  w  orkhouse  ? — No,  but  I  consider  that  he  has  not 
enough  at  home,  but  when  he  is  out,  he  is  not  confined ;  he  may  have  more  food 
in  the  workhouse  than  he  has  at  home,  because  no  one  goes  there  till  he  is  driven 
to  the  last  shift ;  but  though  he  may  have  more  food  in  the  workhouse  than  some 
of  those  whom  I  have  named  have  at  home,  notwithstanding  that,  they  have  not 
a  sufficiency  which  people  ought  to  have,  more  especially  men  of  GO  or  70  years 
of  age  ;  old  men  of  that  sort  would  eat  a  great  deal  more  than  they  have,  if  they 
had  it. 

8545.  Then  it  is  on  account  of  the  small  (juantity  of  food  that  the  labourers 
object  to  enter  in  the  workhouse  ? — It  is  that,  and  the  confinement  ;  but  in  no 
instance  have  1  found  that  they  have  so  small  a  quantity  of  solid  food  as  in  the 
Ampthill  Union  Workhouse. 

8,540.  Chairmav.~\  I  find  in  the  Ampthill  workhouse  they  have  four  ounces  of 
bread  more  tiian  in  the  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  workhouse  ? — Yes,  but  tliey 
have  a  scarcity  of  other  things  as  well  as  bread. 

8.547.  ^Ir.  Miles.']  If  the  workhouse  system  is  at  all  necessary,  do  you  not 
think  it  very  necessary  that  the  maintenance  in  the  workhouse  should  not  be 
placed  above  the  maintenance  of  an  independent  man  out  of  doors? — I  think  that 
those  whom  old  age  and  jjoverty  have  brought  to  the  state  that  they  ought  to  be 
in  the  workhouse,  ought  to  have  a  moderate  quantity  of  food. 

8.54S.  Is  there  not  a  difference  in  the  dietary  relative  to  persons  above  60  in 
the  Ampthill  workhouse ;  have  they  not  certtiin  little  articles  of  tea  and  sugar 
allowed  which  the  able-bodied  paupers  are  not  allowed  ? — I  believe  some  of  them 
have  that,  but  it  is  not  very  general,  there  is  not  much  of  that. 

8.540-  Then  it  is  not  according  to  their  option  when  they  are  of  a  certain  age 
whether  they  will  have  it  or  not  ? — I  believe  not. 

8550.  Have  you  inquired? — I  have,  but  I  never  met  with  any  body  who  told 
me  when  he  came  out  tiiat  he  had  tea,  though  above  (JO  years  of  age. 

8551.  Chairman.]  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  is  one  of  the  printed  regulations 
that  they  are  entitled  to  it? — Yes,  I  am  aware  that  they  are  entitled  to  it,  but  I 
am  not  awai'e  that  they  get  it. 

359-  E  .3  8552.  Mr. 
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Mr.  James  Turner.       8,552.  Mr.  Miles.]  Then  if  so,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  system,  hut  of  those 

who  administer  the  system  in  the  workhouse  ? — Whosoever's  fault  it  is,  I  have 

4  May  1838.       not  ascertained  that  they  get  it. 

^553-  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  the  comparison  between  St.  George's, 
Hanover-square,  and  Ainpthill,  you  doubt  whether  the  Ampthill  dietary  provides 
as  much  solid  food  as  that  of  St.  George's  ? — That  was  what  I  stated. 

8554.  Solid  food  would  consist  of  bread,  meat,  cheese  and  potatoes  ? — Yes. 
8,55,'5.  If,  therefore,  you  .should  find  that  of  those  articles  St.  George's,  Ilanover- 

square,  gives  141  ounces  a  week,  and  Anqithill  IGO,  wouldit  not  appear  to  you 
that  the  quantity  of  solid  food  was  greater  in  the  Ampthill  workhouse  than  it 
was  in  St.  George's  ? — It  would,  but  I  should  think  if  they  have  in  St.  George's, 
Hanover-square,  only  141  ounces,  it  was  a  very  small  portion. 

85.56.  Axe  you  aware  that  the  dietary  has  been  tried  for  many  years,  and  been 
found  not  to  interfere  with  the  health  of  the  inmates  under  the  superintendence 
of  competent  surgeons  and  physicians  ? — 1  am  aware  that  a  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  and  that  some  say  it  does  them 
good  ;  I  am  aware  that  some  others  say  that  they  have  a  sufficiency  in  Ampthill  ; 
but,  with  all  due  deference  to  their  opinions,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  do  not 
believe  them. 

8557.  At  least  it  would  appear  from  this  statement,  that  in  the  Ampthill 
workhouse  166  ounces  of  solid  food  are  given,  and  in  St.  George's  141,  giving 
a  considerable  advantage  to  the  Ampthill  dietary.  If  it  should  be  stated  that 
the  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  dietary  has  been  tried  for  several  years,  and 
been  found  not  to  interfere  with  the  health  of  the  inmates,  would  you  not  infer 
that  the  dietary  at  Ampthill,  as  far  as  the  amount  of  solid  food  was  concerned, 
upon  the  experience  of  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  was  sufficient  ? — I  can  never 
believe  that  it  is  sufficient ;  all  the  experience  that  they  can  show  in  St.  George's, 
Hanover-square,  can  never  show  me  that  five  ounces  of  bread  and  an  ounce  of 
cheese  is  sufficient  for  a  man. 

8555.  Do  you  not  think,  upon  the  whole,  that  experience  is  the  safest  guide 
in  determining  what  should  be  the  amount  of  any  diet  ? — Experience  may  go 
a  great  way,  but  the  appetite  goes  a  great  deal  farther. 

S559.  If  a  dietary  should  be  tried  for  a  great  many  years,  should  you  not  think 
that  that  would  be  the  best  criterion  on  which  to  form  an  opinion  r — It  may  be 
a  criterion  for  some  ;  but  it  is  not  a  sufficiency  ;  let  them  have  all  the  experience 
in  the  world,  it  is  not  what  I  should  like  to  live  upon. 

8560.  If  you  do  not  like  to  form  an  opinion  upon  experience,  upon  what 
ground  would  you  form  your  opinion  ? — Upon  practice. 

856 1 .  How  do  you  distinguish  practice  from  experience  ? — If  those  who  recom- 
mend five  ounces  of  bread  and  one  ounce  of  cheese  for  dinner  and  for  supper,  live 
upon  it  for  about  two  or  three  months,  they  will  soon  find  it  insufficient. 

8562.  Do  you  describe  those  to  live  ujjon  five  ounces  of  bread  at  breakfast, 
and  five  ounces  of  bread  at  dinner  ? — They  have  no  bread  and  cheese  dinner. 

8563.  Have  they  not,  besides  five  ounces  of  bread  at  breakfast,  a  pint  and 
a  half  of  gruel  r — Yes,  they  have. 

8564.  Is  there  not  some  nourishment  in  gruel  ? — There  is  not  much  in  some 
of  it ;  then  they  have  for  their  dinner  some  bread  and  some  soup  three  days  in  the 
week. 

8565.  They  have  three  times  a  week  four  ounces  of  meat,  three  times  a  week 
a  pound  of  potatoes,  three  times  a  week  a  pint  and  a  half  of  soup,  and  on  Friday, 
14  ounces  of  suet  pudding? — They  complain  the  most  of  the  suet  pudding;  but 
the  soup  is  a  very  scanty  dinner,  and  they  have  five  omices  of  bread  and  cheese 
for  supper. 

8566.  Mr.  Liddell.]  Why  do  they  complain  the  most  of  the  suet  pudding? — 
Because  it  is  not  enough ;  it  is  the  scantiest  dinner. 

8567.  Wliat  do  they  get? — Fourteen  ounces, 

8568.  Mr.  Fielden.]  As  regards  experience,  do  the  labourers  that  go  into  the 
Ampthill  workhouse  come  out  better  than  they  went  in  ?— As  far  as  that  question 
goes,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  because  they  do  not  go  in  till  they  are  at  the 
farther  end  ;  they  are  bad  enough  when  they  go  in  ;  it  is  hardly  a  fair  question 
to  ask  whether  they  mend  or  not,  because  they  are  at  the  worst  when  they 
go  in. 

8569.  Have  they  not  an  objection  to  go  into  the  workhouse  from  its  breaking 
up  their  habitations? — They  have  in  most  instances;  when  persons  are  driven 

to 
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to  that,  when  they  have  to  go  to  the  workhouse,  they  are  a  little  behind  with  their   Mr.  James  Turner. 

rent,  and  when  they  have  gone  there  it  has  often  happened  that  the  landlord  has        

been  obliged,  in  protection  to  himself,  to  seize  upon  them  for  the  rent,  and  they       4  Maj  1838. 
have  a  dread  of  it,  thinking  that  the  landlord  would  wait  rather  better,  if  there 
was  a  probability  of  their  getting  work,  than  if  they  were  in  the  workhouse. 

8.570.  What  means  have  they  of  coining  out  of  the  workhouse  when  they  have 
once  got  into  it  ? — They  can  come  out  at  any  time  they  choose  by  giving  three 
hours'  notice,  but  they  have  nothing  to  come  to ;  if  they  have  no  work,  they  have 
no  chance  ;  in  some  instances  the  guardians  have  advanced  a  trifle  of  money  to 
set  them  up  with  when  they  come  out,  but  not  a  sutficiency  to  place  them  on 
a  fair  footing. 

8571.  Mr.  Lirfdc//.]  Are  any  steps  taken  by  the  guardians  to  endeavour  to 
get  work  for  labourers  in  the  workhouse? — I  am  not  aware  of  it,  I  have  no  in- 
formation of  that  sort. 

8572.  As  it  is  a  charge  upon  the  union,  it  is  probable  that  the  guardians,  if 
an  opportunity  occur,  would  endeavour  to  relieve  the  union  from  the  charge  ? — 
I  have  known  the  guardians  offer  them  work  when  they  have  appUed  for  relief,  to 
save  them  from  going  into  the  workhouse,  but  I  have  no  instance  where  they  have 
offered  them  work  when  they  have  gone  out. 

8573.  Are  the  men  themselves,  when  in  the  workhouse,  hkely  to  receive  in- 
formation of  work  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  person  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
give  it  ? — Some  of  their  friends  outside  would  let  them  know,  or  if  they  wanted 
to  look  for  work,  they  would  be  allowed  to  go  out  to  look  for  work. 

8574.  Cliainiiun.']  The  man  would  be  allowed  to  leave  the  workhouse  for  a 
few  hours,  or  a  day,  to  look  for  work  ? — Yes,  if  there  was  work  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

8,575.  ^'Tr-  Fielden.]  Is  the  workhouse  offered  to  any  part  of  the  family,  unless 
the  husband  goes  in,  and  takes  his  whole  family  ? — In  some  instances  the  hus- 
band has  gone  in,  and  left  the  family  out. 

8576.  Have  you,  while  you  have  been  at  Ampthill,  endeavoured  to  ascertain        » 
how  the  rate-payers  have  been  affected  by  the  operation  of  the  new  Poor  Law? — 
The  payers  of  rates  have  saved  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  but  to  what  extent 

I  am  not  able  to  say. 

8577.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  of  a  falling  off  in  the  custom  of  those 
who  keep  shops,  in  consequence  of  the  impoverished  means  of  the  labourers  in 
that  union  ? — A  very  great  deal. 

8.578.  Can  you  state  what  has  been  observed  to  j'ou  by  different  persons  with 
whom  you  have  come  in  contact  when  you  have  made  inquiries  on  that  subject  ? 
— In  the  jjarish  of  Ampthill  there  is  a  wholesiile  grocer  who  supplies  the  country 
places  round  about,  and  he  states  that  his  business  has  fidlen  off  verj'  considerably 
since  this  new  law  was  passed ;  so  much  as  40  /.  in  a  quarter  of  a  year  has  liis 
business  fallen  off. 

8.>7().  Chairman.']  What  is  the  name  of  the  grocer  ? — Claridge.  In  that  part 
of  Bedfordshire,  the  principal  part,  I  may  say  the  whole  of  the  groceries,  and  all 
the  things  that  are  not  grown  in  that  part  of  the  countr)-,  such  as  wheat  and 
potatoes  and  so  on,  clothing  and  groceries  and  that,  come  down  from  London  ; 
and  I  was  a.sking  a  carrier  one  day  concerning  his  business  ;  he  is  a  very  respec- 
table man,  and  he  states  that  four  years  ago  he  used  to  bring  as  many  goods  in  a 
week  as  he  and  another  man,  who  follows  the  same  business,  do  in  a  month  now, 
clearly  showing  that  there  is  a  very  great  faUing  off  in  the  consumption  of  those 
articles  in  that  neighbourhood,  that  being  the  way  in  which  the  whole  of  those 
articles  come  into  the  neighbourhood. 

8580.  That  applies  to  the  falling  off  in  the  sale  of  groceries  by  that  indi- 
vidual ? — I  am  speaking,  first,  as  regards  the  grocer  who  supplies  the  neighbouring 
villages  and  towns,  and  then  as  to  the  carriers,  who  are  the  means  of  bringing 
them  into  the  countiy,  to  continn  the  other  statement. 

8581.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Have  the  other  tradesmen,  such  as  tailors,  shoemakers 
and  other  tradesmen,  who  supjjly  the  poor  with  such  things  as  they  want,  also 
complained  r — They  all  complain  ;  the  shoemakers  complain  very  much  that  they 
do  not  get  so  much  work,  that  they  do  not  make  so  many  shoes  for  the  poor 
peo])le  as  they  used  to  do  ;  the  tailors  complain  also  to  a  creat  extent,  and  the 
shopkeepers  in  all  instances  ;  the  bread-bakers  in  every  instance.  We  have 
taken  pains  to  ask  them  whether  the  people  get  more  bread  or  less  bread  than 

359.  E  4  they 
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Mr.  James  Turner,  they  used  to  do,  and  ill  every  instance  the  bread-bakers  declare  that  the  people 

do  not  get  so  much  bread  ;  Ihey  cannot  buy  as  they  used  to  do. 

4  May  1838,  8582.  Then  have  the  means  of  those  tradesmen  and  dealers  in  different  articles 

been  diminished  rather  than  increased  by  the  operation  of  the  new  law,  as  far  as 
your  information  goes  ? — As  far  as  their  statements  are  made  to  me,  and  which 
I  have  reason  to  believe  are  correct,  for  they  all  gave  the  same  reason  or  similar, 
wliich  amounted  to  the  same,  that  their  means  are  considerably  diminished  since 
the  passing  of  the  new  law. 

8583.  Have  they  expressed  satisfaction  or  dissatisfaction  with  the  operation  of 
the  new  law? — Invariably  dissatisfaction. 

8.584.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  begging  in  the  Ampthill  Union 
has  been  on  the  increase,  from  the  reports  which  you  have  heard  while  you  have 
been  down  there  ?  — They  say  it  is  on  the  increase  ;  those  that  are  of  a  benevolent 
feeling  say,  that  what  they  have  saved  in  rates,  goes  in  charity  ;  and  I  saw,  last 
Friday,  two  labourers  who  had  been  round  begging,  having  been  to  the  board 
the  day  before ;  I  saw  them  myself  going  round,  soliciting  bread  for  their 
children. 

8585.  Who  are  they,  then,  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  as  far  as  your  information 
goes,  who  do  approve  of  this  new  law  ? — The  large  farmers,  who  are  ])ocketing  a 
good  deal  of  money  by  it  in  the  saving  of  the  rates  ;  those,  generally,  approve  of 
it  who  have  some  benefit  out  of  it ;  but  I  have  not  met  with  any  body  who  ap- 
proves of  it,  if  they  have  not  some  pecuniary  interest  in  it.  To  my  knowledge 
I  have  not  met  with  a  workmg  man  that  has  ever  approved  of  it,  during  the  whole 
time  I  have  been  there. 

8586.  Those  men  whom  you  have  mentioned,  whom  you  saw  begging,  had 
they  orders  to  go  into  the  w-orkhouse  ? — They  might  go  into  the  workhouse  if 
they  chose. 

8587.  Had  they  orders  ? — One  had  an  order  ;  my  information  is,  that  they 
had  the  order,  but  would  not  go,  but  cried,  and  said,  "  I  will  go  and  see  if  I  can 
go  and  beg  a  bit  of  bread ;  I  will  not  go  in  if  I  can  keep  out." 

8588.  Do  you  know  the  name  ? — The  name  of  that  was  Bowstad. 

8589.  This  man  preferred  commencing  the  life  of  a  beggar  to  entering  the 
workhouse  ? — It  was  the  wife  who  went  begging  ;  but  in  the  other  instance  it 
was  Virgin,  and  he  preferred  begging  to  going  into  the  workhouse  ;  he  asked 
for  work,  and  then  he  asked  to  give  him  bread,  for  his  family  was  starving. 

8590.  Have  you  heard  of  any  rise  of  rents  having  taken  place  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  since  this  law  came  into  operation  ? — I  am  aware  that  in  some  instances 
they  have  received  notice  that  the  rents  will  be  advanced  ;  and  I  also  know  that 
there  were  two  farms— the  day  was  fixed  when  the  farms  should  be  let,  and  I  know 
that  the  steward  who  let  them  applied  to  the  parish  books  to  know  the  amount 
of  parish  rates,  that  he  might  fix  the  price  accordingly ;  the  general  impression 
is,  that  the  rents  will  be  raised  in  consequence  of  having  fewer  rates  to  pay ;  there 
is  no  question  that  that  will  be  the  result. 

8.591.  Did  you  hear  at  all  of  allowances  being  made  out  of  the  rents  at  the 
audit  days,  before  the  law  came  into  operation  ? — That  used  to  be  the  case  some 
time  ago,  I  am  informed,  but  I  cannot  speak  very  clearly  to  that,  and  now  it  is 
not ;  I  do  know  an  instance  in  one  parish,  where  the  minister  used  to  return 
15  per  cent,  out  of  the  tithes  ;  but  he  told  them  now  that  the  poor-rates  were 
reduced,  he  could  not  return  the  15  per  cent.,  he  must  have  his  lull  amount. 

8592.  That  practice,  then,  of  making  those  abatements  on  the  rent  days,  have 
you  reason  to  believe  has  subsided  ? — I  have  heard  no  account  of  that ;  while 
I  have  been  down,  there  has  been  nothing  said  about  that. 

8.593.  And  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  notice  has  been  given  by  some 
parties  that  there  will  be  a  rise  of  rents  ?  —I  know  that  there  has. 

8594.  Tlien,  from  ^\hat  you  state,  the  tradesmen,  the  shopkeepers,  and  the 
labouring  people  themselves,  all  complain  of  the  operation  of  this  law  ? — Uni- 
versally so. 

8595.  And  begging  is  said  to  be  going  on  increasing  in  the  Ampthill  Union? — 
That  is  what  the  benevolent  people  said. 

8^96.  The  benevolent  people  that  you  allude  to,  of  what  description  are  they, 
people  who  live  on  small  means  ? — Yes,  tradesmen,  and  people  who  Uve  on  small 
means. 

8597.  Are  they  likely  to  be  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  poor? — 
J  think  they  are. 

8.598.  Have 
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8.598.  Have  any  of  those  told  you  that   they  have  to  give  more  in  charity  yJr.Jumet  Turnir 

than  any  saving  they  received  from  the  rates  ? — They  have  made  that  statement       - 

to  me.  4  May  1838. 

8599.  ^"  more  than  one  instance  you  have  been  told  this  ? — Yes. 

S600.  AVhile  you  have  been  down  at  Ampthill,  did  there  something  occur 
that  was  called  a  riot  ?  —There  did. 

8601.  Was  there  such  a  thing  as  a  riot  took  place  during  your  stay,  or  any 
thing  deserving  that  name  ? — I  did  not  hear  that  there  was,  but  the  police 
olficers  were  sent  down  ;  I  had  better  state  the  origin  of  it,  and  how  it  occurred. 
Being  in  Bedford  in  January,  we  saw  the  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner, 
who,  among  other  things,  stated  that  no  able-bodied  labourers  who  were  willing 
to  work  were  out  of  work  in  Bedfordshire.  We  made  no  secret  of  that ;  when 
we  saw  10  or  20,  or  30,  out  of  work,  we  told  them  what  he  said;  that  there 
were  a  number  of  men  who  would  not  work,  and  if  they  were  willing  to  work, 
they  might  get  work  ;  they  felt  hurt  at  it.  Tiicre  were  some  clerks  sent  down 
from  London  into  Ampthill,  to  make  out  some  returns  which  have  been  laid 
before  this  Committee  ;  and  they  took  it  upon  them  to  inquire  of  the  labourers, 
when  they  saw  20  or  30  standing  together,  and  had  nothing  to  do,  whether 
they  were  not  better  off  now,  when  this  Poor  Law  was  in  operation,  than  they 
were  before.  In  consecjuence  of  these  men's  statement,  it  was  pretty  well  under- 
stood tin'oughout  the  country,  that  a  great  many  were  out  of  work,  and  my  col- 
league said  to  them,  but  unknown  to  me,  if  he  was  them  he  would  show  them 
whether  they  were  out  of  work  or  not.  In  consequence  of  that  expression,  they 
did,  to  the  amount  of  sometliing  like  200,  I  am  told  from  100  to  300  were  the 
various  reports,  but  I  did  not  see  them,  assemble  together  to  show  that  so  many 
were  out  of  woi'k  ;  but  that  the  men  were  as  peaceable,  and  as  quiet,  and  as 
orderly  as  we  are  in  this  room  now.  But  notwitlistanding  that,  the  police  were 
sent  for  from  London,  to  quell  the  riot,  and  the  policemen  themselves  (one  of 
whom  I  saw  in  Whitehall  the  other  day,  who  may  be  called  before  this  Com- 
mittee if  they  think  proper),  states,  that  there  was  no  more  necessity  for  the  po- 
lice to  be  sent  for  from  London,  when  they  got  there,  than  there  is  for  the  police 
to  be  sent  to  disturb  us  here  ;  that  the  people  were  out  of  work,  that  they  came 
to  show  that  they  were  out  of  work,  and  went  back  as  peaceably  as  they  came. 

J<6o  J.  Chairman.]  Did  you  hear  the  policemen  say  so  ? — I  did,  and  since  I  have 
come  up  to  London  now. 

8603.  Mr.  Flelden.]  Do  you  know  how  long  the  pohcemen  were  down  on  that 
occasion?— I  am  not  sure  whether  they  arrived  there  on  the  Thursday  night  or 
Friday  night ;  Friday  night,  I  believe,  and  remained  till  Wednesday  morning ;  I 
frequently  saw  them  while  they  were  there,  and  they  said  they  came  to  take  us 
up  for  breeding  a  riot. 

8604.  Were  the  inhabitants  with  whom  you  conversed  of  the  same  opinion 
that  you  are,  that  no  necessity  existed  for  the  policemen  to  go  down  to  Ampthill  ? 
— I  never  heard  any  body  express  alarm  ;  the  people  assembled  there  from  two  to 
three  hours  ;  I  did  not  see  them,  and  that  they  then  went  away  as  peaceably  as 

when  they  came. 

8605.  Was  it  merely  that  those  men  were  sent  for  the  purpose  of  making  known 
that  they  were  out  of  work  and  were  suffering  great  distress  ? — I  am  told  that 
that  was  the  only  object  they  had  in  view%  to  show  that  they  really  were  out  of 
work. 

8(i()().  Are  you  aware  that  a  petition  has  been  presented  to  this  House,  and  is 
now  before  this  Committee,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  persons,  whom  thev 
call  spies,  having  made  their  appearance  in  Ampthill  ? — I  am  ;  I  had  a  copy  of 
tliat  petition  put  into  my  hand  immediately  after  its  presentation. 

81)07.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  you  are  one  of  those  who  are  denomi- 
nated in  that  way  in  that  petition  ! — I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  to 
me  and  Mr.  Ci-abtrec  they  alluded  in  calling  us  si)ies. 

8608.  Mr.  A  J  ilei!.]  What  is  your  reason  for  thmking  so  ? — Because  tirst,  the 
petition  went  from  the  board  of  Ampthill,  signed  by  the  chairman,  vice-chair- 
man, and  a  number  of  other  guardians,  stating  that  persons  were  there  breeding 
a  disturbance,  (I  have  not  a  copy  of  it  in  my  hand)  that  persons  were  in  the 
neighbourhood  using  expressions  unfavourable  to  the  new  Poor  Law,  and  were 
disturbing  the  minds  of  the  inhal)itants  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  against  tlie 
parties  who  were  carrying  tlie  law  into  effect.  1  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  I  was  one  of  those  parties  whom  they  meant ;  and  the  petition  stated  that 

359-  f  they 
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bh.  James  Turner,  they  wcvc  practising;  a  system  of  espionage  which  I  think  I  never  deserved.  The 

first  day  1  went  into  Ampthill  I  told  who  and  wliat  I  was  to  tlic  authorities  helbre 

4  May  1838.  1  told  any  body  else  ;  and  the  same  in  Bedford,  and  I  would  have  done  the  same 
in  Wohurn  if  I  had  been  allowed. 

8l>0().  Mr.  Fieklcn.]  During  the  time  you  were  down  tiiere,  had  you  done  any 
thing  calculated  to  alarm  the  neighbourhood  or  disturb  the  peace  of  that  dis- 
trict ?^I  am  not  aware  that  1  had,  but  on  all  occasions  the  conduct  of  the 
great  jiortion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  part  of  the  country  would  prove 
that  they  did  not  think  so. 

Sliio.  Have  you  had  expressions  of  gratitude  made  to  you  for  having  taken 
uj)  this  inquiry,  and  directed  attention  to  the  wants  of  poor  people  who  were 
suffering  severe  distress  r — In  frequent  instances,  in  numberless  instances,  have 
they  cxj)ressed  gratitude  that  some  one  had  come  down  to  in([uire  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor,  both  by  the  ])oor  tiiemselves,  by  the  tradesmen,  and  by  a 
great  many  people  in  that  part,  so  that  they  have  not  used  expressions  as  if  they 
were  alarmed  at  our  being  in  that  ncii^hhourhood. 

861 1.  You  are  well  satisfied  with  the  etlects  of  your  visit  to  Ampthill  having 
been  such  as  you  have  just  now  observed,  and  of  the  gratification  the  people  feel 
that  you  have  made  inquiry?  -I  am,  I  feel  a  degree  of  satisfaction  in  my  own 
mind  that  I  have  made  those  inquiries. 

861.!.  You  think  that  the  aspersions  thrown  upon  yon  by  that  petition  were 
altogether  undeserved? — I  think  so,  but  perhaps  I  am  not  a  fit  judge  in  my  own 
case. 

8613.  In  the  Appendix  to  the  evidence  you  gave  in  the  last  day  you  were 
here,  there  was  a  return  of  the  number  of  illegitimate  children  whose  ba])tisin 
had  been  registered  in  the  parish  of  Cranfield,  from  the  1st  of  January  IH.'JO, 
to  the  4th  of  April  1838,  signed  James  Beard,  Rector,  and  Richard  Gardner, 
Curate,  giving  25  bai)tisms  between  the  years  1830  and  1838,  inclusive;  have 
you  any  observations  to  make  on  that  return? — I  not  only  think,  but  I  am  sure, 
that  that  return  is  a  fallacious  one :  for  if  there  have  been  no  more  baptized  in 
Cranfield,  there  have  been  a  great  deal  more  born  than  that.  Being  in  Cran- 
field, and  inquiring  as  to  the  increase  of  bastardy,  I  got  the  names  of  a  number 
of  those  who  had  children  within  the  last  12  months;  the  number  of  those  born 
and  near  being  born  in  the  i)arish  of  Cranfield  are  14;  none  of  those  is  more 
than  a  year  old,  notwithstanding  the  return  states  that  there  are  only  four,  the 
number  boi'n  are  ten,  and  four  expected  to  be  born. 

6614.  Chairman.]  You  say,  generally,  your  belief  is,  that  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  the  number  of  illegitimate  children  has  increased  since  the  passing  of  the 
law  ? — Yes,  according  to  all  the  information  I  could  collect. 

86 1. "J.  I  hold  in  my  hand  copies  of  returns,  signed  by  the  ministers  of  the 
respective  parishes  of  Flitwick,  Millbrook,  Ampthill,  Cranfield,  Lidlington, 
Upper  Gravenhurst,  Marston,  Moretaine,  Flitton-cum-Silsoe,  Clophill,  Hougliton- 
Conquest,  Maulden,  Higlmm,  Gobion,  Westoning,  Lower  Gravenhurst  and  Shit- 
lington  ;  those  are  copies  of  returns  made  to  the  Home-office,  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  the  House  of  Lords,  of  the  number  of  illegitimate  children  registered  by 
those  clergj'men  of  those  parishes,  for  the  three  years  ending  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber 1834,  and  for  the  three  years  ending  the  31st  of  December  1837  ;  and  upon 
adding  those  together,  I  find  that  the  number  registered  in  the  two  periods  re- 
spectively, is  exactly  the  same  ? — But  if  we  must  judge  of  the  re])ort  of  Cranfield, 
and  compare  it  with  the  other  one,  and  compare  the  statement  of  the  number  and 
names,  that  a])pears  to  be  inaccurate. 

8bi6.  You  say  that  the  number  of  illegitimate  children  born,  or  likely  to  be 
born,  in  the  parish  of  Cranfield  very  much  exceeds  the  return  given  by  the  cler- 
gyman ? — Yes. 

861  7.  If  the  return  had  been  made  in  the  previous  period,  would  there  not  be 
many  children  whose  birth  had  not  been  registered  previous  to  the  law  ? — At  the 
time  before  the  law  it  was  known  when  every  woman  was  near  having  a  cliild ;  the 
parish  officer  knew  almost  before  she  knew  herself,  so  that  there  was  no  conceal- 
ment ;  there  is  now  no  inducement  for  somebody  to  run  to  tell  the  overseer,  be- 
cause the  woman  is  not  likely  to  be  removed,  and  there  is  not  the  facility  now  of 
it  being  known  ;  but  these  inquiries  I  have  made  on  the  spot,  and  these  are  the 
parties,  the  same  as  regards  Ampthill  parish,  though  they  have  given  the  names 
in  those  instances  ;  but  I  have  three  or  four,  four  1  think,  in  the  last  year,  whose 
names  are  not  given  in  the  return  from  Ampthill ;  I  hav«  four  more  from  the 

parish 
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parish  of  Ampthill,  knowing  their  names  and  their  circumstances,  that  are  not  in  Mr.  Jumes  Tun 
that  return.  


8618.  Supposing  an  increase  of  illegitimate  children  to  have  taken  place,  to       4  M.iy  1838. 
what  do  you  attribute  it? — We  have  not  minced  the  matter  in  asking  questions  ;  ^ 

they  have  told  us  that  the  men  have  found  out  that  they  have  nothing  to  pay, 
and  that  they  have  taken  advantage  of  it.  \ 

8^19.  Have  not  the  women  found  out  that  they  have  more  t6  pay  ?— They 
forget  on  those  occasions. 

8620.  Mt.  Miles.]  How  are  those  ten  children  rtiaintained  ? — By  the  mothers. 

SC21.  Without  any  assistance  from  the  fathers? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  as- 
sistance being  given. 

8622.  Did  you  make  the  inquiry? — I  did,  in  most  instances.  I  found  one 
had  contributed  10.s'.  towards  the  expenses. 

8G23.  ^\v.  EstcQurt.]  Can  you  make  any  suggestion  of  any  remedy  for  that  '. 
— My  suggestion  would  be,  that  the  more  guilty  party  should  not  go  free,  and  the 
weaker  sex  have  the  whole  burthen  to  bear  ;  1  think  that  very  improper. 

8()24.   Mr.  Fielden.]   You  think  that  the  return  from  Mr.  is  no 

answer  to  the  observation  you  made,  and  the  question  that  refers  to  it  ?  —No  ; 
when  1  was  asked  the  ([uestion  on  a  former  day,  I  stated  the  number,  and  I  ex- 
pected that  the  return  would  have  been  something  like  corresponding  with  what 
I  had  stated. 

8()2-;.  Is  there  any  other  observation  which  you  wish  to  make  on  any  thing 
which  you  have  seen  or  heard  during  your  stay  in  Ampthill  ? — I  am  not  aware 
that  I  have  any  other  observation  to  make,  more  than  I  have  done. 
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APPENDIX. 


Appendix  (A.) — A  COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT,  showing  the  Condition  of  Forty-eight  Men  belonging  to  the  Parish  of  fVeHonip 


NAME 

ofllie 

LABOURER. 


Joicpb  Lingatd 
John  Carter 
Jacob  Bonner 
Josc|ili  Chew 
Samuel  Bonner    - 
Tliomas  Bunke 
Peier  Bonnet 
WMam  Bonner   • 
John  King  ■ 
IVilliaix  Loweiis  ■ 
John  Short  - 
WilliBiD  ndell       - 
Willioin  Pbillipi- 
John  Knighl 
Jamc*  Wallon 
William  Chance   - 
Joseph  Pliiilipi     • 
Willtum  Marlon  • 
Robert  OHell 
William  AMriilgc- 
Benlamin  Cox      - 
Thomas  Odcll       - 
JahnOdell 
Jame»Nield 
William  Guiilej    - 
William  Peddcr    - 
Willinm  Short       - 
John  Wilsled 
John  SoracrBcld    ■ 
Daniel  Kitiglicm  - 
Gcor^je  Jackson    ■ 
Jainet  Sherman    ■ 
Ricliard  Short       - 
Jam,j»  Bniikley    ■ 
William  Lingard  - 
Jami'S  Lingard 
John  Fan    - 
William  Phillips 
Henrv  Uiljard 
Job  Shenvoud 
John  Hack 
Je55e  Short  - 
Joseph  Lingard 
John  Coi     - 
John  Eatun 
John  Kingham 
Joseph  Hcaloii 
Thomas  Guisleji  - 


Work 
employed 


jobbing  - 

-  dillo    ■ 

-  ditto    - 

-  ditio    - 

-  ditto    - 

•  ditto    - 

•  ditto  - 
thresher - 
jobbing  - 
shepherd 
jobbing   - 

•  dillo  - 
.  ditto     - 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto  - 
thresher  - 
Jobbing  ■ 
thresher  - 


Jobbing 

-  ditto    . 

-  ditto  . 
cripple  • 
Jubbing  ■ 

•  ditto  ' 
thresher  ■ 

•  dillo  ■ 
jobbing  ■ 

-  ditto    • 

-  ditto    - 

-  ditto  ■ 
thresher  ■ 
jobbing    • 

•  ditto     - 

-  ditto 

-  ditto  ■ 
shepherd 
th^c^lle^ 
Jobbing 

-  ditto 

-  dillo 

-  dillo 

-  dillo 

This  man  formed  part  of  his  father' 
jobbin;: 
Ihreihci 
Jobbing 

-  ilillo 


I  si 

E  3- 


family 


Wage» 
per 


Aiaount 
of  Wages 

or  Labourer 
at  his 

Employment 
in  1634. 


(for  a  lodger) 


13i.   IDS.  (pi 


3  6 
3  6 
1834; 


1  16    - 
rish  walcli 
I  12     - 


Amount 
of  Earnings 
of  Labourer's 

Wife 
and  Children. 


Gleaning. 


Allowance 
from  Parish 
for  Work  and 

Relief 
for  Labourer 

and 
tiis  Family. 


but  in  1837,  he  boarded  with  liis  father  and  maintained  himself 


3   10     -      404     4 


Total 
Income 


Family. 


Ootgoings 


Rent,  Fuel, 
Rbles,  &c. 


£.    s. 
35  16 


34  18 
15  12 
36     4 


25   18 
14  10 


27 

_ 

25 

1 

3B 

10 

37 

S 

31 

i.-i 

45 

4 

au 

12 

34 

- 

24 

6- 

13 

4 

37     8 
37  12 


6     3 


Net  Income 

applicable  for 

Food, 

Clolliing, 

Candles  and 

other 
necessaries. 


Number 

of 
Persons 


Labourers' 

Family. 


13  10 

34     ■- 
6   13 


30    19      - 


25     8 
30     2 


256     6     7        793     7     9 


Average 
Income 
per  Head 
for  the 
Year  1834. 


Average 

locome 

per  Head 

pet 

Week 

for 
1834. 


3 

7 

fi 

IS 

il 

14 

3 

6 

13 

4 

■3 

13 

- 

f. 

7 

17 

3 

13 

4  13 
3  n 
3  8 
3  19 


6  17 
4  12 


3  12 
5  16 
5  15 


a  -  6 

6  15    a 


3    -i 


Thus  these  huibandmeo  end  iht 


The  above  Table  shows,  that  in  1B34  the  4B  labourers  named  in  it,  together  with  their  wives  and  children,  numbered 

The  number  of  weeks  that  these  48  labourers  were  employed  at  their  occupations  as  husbandmen  in  1834.  amounted 

The  «ages  they  received  for  llial  employment  amounled  collectively  to  the  snm  of        -         -         .         -         .        - 

The  wDges  of  Ibelr  wives  and  children  collectively  amounted  in  1634  lo     -         -         ,.-.-• 

The  allowance  from  the  parish  for  work  and  reliefin  1B34  amounted  lu--  _..-.- 

Total  income  in  1B34  .._...- 

The  outgoings  for  rent  and  fuel  for  these  163  persons  in  1B34  amounied  to  ....... 

Leaving  a  net  income,  applicable  fur  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles,  &C.&C.  of       -•..--- 
annum,  or  is.  lojif.  per  bead  per  week,  which  11.    10  \d,  would  purchase  30  j  pints  of  wheat  at  the  average 

The  number  of  ^tce]ks  these  48  labourers  were  employed  at  their  occupations  in  hushandrr,  or  on  the  raihoad,  iQ  l837i 
The  wages  they  received  for  that  employment  amounled  collectively  to  the  sum  of  '   ------ 

The  nogcs  of  llicir  wives  and  children  collectively  amounted  in  1837  to      -.--.--■ 
The  allowance  from  the  parish  as  relief  to  four  of  these  fnmilio  only  in  1B37  MBS         ------ 

Total  incoii;e  in  1837         -  ...... 

The  outgoings  for  rent  and  fuel  fur  these  197  persons  in  1837,  including  £.  9  tg.  paid  by   13  of  ibcte  labourers 

Leaving  a  net  income  for  food,  clolhing,  soap,  candles,  &c.  Sec.  of     ■-         -...--- 
per  head  prrweek,  which  11.  6tf.  would  purchase  13^  pints  of  wheat,  at  the  average  price  of  wheat  during  the 

r  wives  and  children,  by  being  thrown  on  their  own  resources  under  the  operation  of   the  new   Poor  Law,  have,   notwithstanding  they  have   done  760   weeks  more  labour  for  their 

to  purchase  wheat,  a  reduclioD  of  fium  30^  pints  per  head  per  week 
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the  Ampthill  Union,  w 

c 

Ainoti 

(Vork 

a> 

,Jd 

of  Eari 

V 

iplojed 

60 

of 

oil 

O 

is 

Laboi 

I  1837. 

«  3; 

at  li 

1^ 

Emplo^i 

».  d. 

£.    .. 

bbing  - 

39 

8    - 

15  •» 

reslier  - 

52 

9     - 

23    8 

ilroad  - 

44 

12     6 

27  10 

d'uto    - 

28 

10     - 

14    - 

firm      - 

52 

1     - 

3    13 

bbing  - 

aG 

6    - 

7  .6 

ditto    - 

'3 

10    - 

6  10 

rtsher  - 

37 

9    - 

16  13 

bbing   - 

37 

9     - 

16  13' 

ditto    . 

13 

8     - 

5    4 

ditto    - 

52 

10     - 

26    - 

ditto    - 

38 

8     - 

15     4 

ditto    - 

39 

8     - 

15   12 

ditto    - 

i6 

7     - 

5  '2 

ditto    - 

52 

8     - 

20  16 

tesher- 

52 

9     - 

23     8 

bbing  - 

39 

8     - 

15    '2 

ditto     - 

35 

8     - 

14   - 

ilriiad  - 

26 

12     6 

21      9 

bbing   - 

52 

10    - 

26  - 

ditto    - 

52 

n  - 

20    16 

ditto    - 

62 

10  - 

26      - 

ipple    - 

52 

2   - 

5     4 

bbing  - 

39 

8    - 

15  12 

firm      - 

. 

- 

- 

neslier  • 

52 

9    - 

23     8 

ditto    - 

52 

9    - 

23     8 

bbii'.g  - 

48 

9    - 

21  ta| 

ditto    - 

52 

9    - 

23    8 

lilroad  ^ 

39 

12    6 

24    7 

tbbins  - 

26 

9    - 

11  14 

hrejliiT  - 

52 

9    - 

23    8 

ditio    - 

39 

9    - 

17  11 

Jbbing  - 

30 

9    - 

13  »o 

ditto    - 

)6 

9    - 

7    4 

ailroad  • 

26 

7    - 

9    2 

leplierd 

52 

5     « 

14    6 

ireslier  - 

26 

6     - 

7  16 

obbing  - 

26 

12     6 

15    '2 

ditto    - 

52 

10     - 

26     - 

ditto    - 

36 

6     - 

10  16 

ditto    - 

>7 

6    - 

5    2 

ailroad  - 

28 

6    - 

8     8 

lairyman 

39 

7    - 

13  13 

ailroad  - 

22 

12    0 

13  "5 

obbing  - 

52 

9    - 

23     8 

ditto    - 

52 

9    - 

23     8 

ditto    - 

50 

8    - 

20     - 

1,631 

— 

767  19 
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,63  pcrsoiij;  and  that  in  1837  tlie 
;ollectively  to  1,061  weeks,  on  aver 


price  of  wheat  during  1834. 
amounted  collectively  to  1,831  ;  an 


to  benefit  clubs,  amounted  to 


year  1837. 

employers,  suffered  a  reduction  in 
in  1834,  to  13  i  pints  per  head  per 

359- 


NAME 

of 

LABOIIREK. 


John  Cook  - 
George  King 
Joseph  Bunker    - 
Thomas  Bunyaii  - 
WiHiam  Bunl;cr  - 
Crawley  Bonner  - 
John  Bass   - 
Richard  Redder  - 
William  Goisley  - 
Jesse  Guisley 
Richard  Gurney  - 
William  Hyde      - 
Jos.  Gurney 
Thoiuas  Gates      - 
William  B*nyan  - 
Henry  Hyde 
Peter  Chance 
Edward  Armsden 
Thomas  Sherwood 
Edward  Hcaton  - 
Thomas  Brink  Icy  - 
Henry  Eyres 
William  Sear 
John  Dale  - 
John  Carr  - 
William  Gurney  - 
Thomas  Sharp 
Rich.  Washington 
Tlioma.s  Harris 
Robert  Hilyard   - 


Work 

employed 

on  in 

1831. 


0  t 


38 
42 
39 
57 
36 
63 
33 
23 
39 
16 
37 
38 
24 

4> 
30 
42 
36 
4" 
18 

63 
40 
42 
40 
34 
23 
33 
63 
38 

67 
39 


a. 


ua. 


thresher  - 
shepherd 
thresher  - 
■  ditto    - 
curler     - 
shepherd 
jobbing    - 
-  ditto     - 
thresher  - 
shepherd 
jobbing    - 
dairyman 
jobbing  - 
thresher  - 
jobbing  - 
carter 
jobbing  - 

-  ditto    - 

-  ditto    - 
ruadraaker 
jobbing   - 

-  ditto    - 

-  ditto    - 
carter 
jiibbing  - 

-  ditto    - 

-  ditto    - 

-  ditto    - 

-  ditto     • 

-  ditto     - 


wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 

wife 
wife 


u 

3 

■D 

0 

■0 

>» 

«» 

.-: 

w* 

so 

< 

< 

wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 

wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 
wife 

wife 

wife 


6 
18 
10 

15 

10 

S 
3 
■5 


»7 


This  Table  shows,  that  in  1834  the  30  husbandmen  ni 

These  men  were  in  constant  work  (nith  the  exception  i 
persons  in  1834  atuounted  to  £.  192.  4. ;  tearing  a  net  inc 

The  wages  these  30  men  received  for  their  work  in  ll 
£  4.  18.  I  J.  per  head  per  ainiuui,  or  is.  10  J  (i.  per  head  [ 

The  average  income  of  these  30  indepei:dent  labourer; 
been  in  operation. 

And  this  Table  shows  further,  that  there  ate   10  of  ih' 
•  reduction  in  these  small  means  of  32  per  cent.     In  the  1st 
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Appendix  (li-)— A  COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT,  showing  iLc  Conditiok  of  Tiiirtv  Men  belonging  to  tlie  Parisb  of  (Ccrfo,,;,,. 


o 


NAME 

uf 

LAUOHRKlt. 

i 

i 

1 

1 

Work 
cmploj.d 

1834. 

i 

s 

J! 

Is 

is 

•1 

i 

< 

i 

& 
< 

li 

ii 

Rite 

of 
Wege. 

per 
Weelc. 

Amoont 
of  Wages  of 

Laboocer 

et  his 

Employment 

in  1GS4. 

Additional 
Harvests. 

Amount 

of 
Earnings 

Lahi.urcr's 

Wife 

and  Children. 

Additional 

for 
Gleaning. 

Allowance 
from 
Parish 
for  Work 
and 
Relief 
for  Lubourer 

and 
his  Family. 

Total 
Income 

of 
Famll,. 

Outgoings 

for 

Rent  nml 

Fuel. 

Net  Income 

B|iplicablc 

fnr 

Food, 

Cluhing, 

Soap, 

Candles  and 

other 
Necessaries, 

Number 

of 
Persons 

Family. 

Average 
Income 

per  Head 
for  the 

Year  1834. 

I 
A,,,.,. 
Income 
P"  Hcsd 

W'e". 

for  the 
Vear 
18)4. 

f.    d. 

£.     1.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.    t.    d. 

£.   t.    d. 

£.    ..    d. 

£.    ».    d. 

£,     *.    d. 

t.    ,.    d. 

John  Cook  - 

38 

Ibnsher  ■ 

wife 

■> 

6 

9 

52 

9     - 

23     fi     - 

2    -    - 

7  16    - 

-    ;    - 

-        •         - 

33    4    - 

6  18     - 

26     6    - 

4 

6  ti     6 

2    61 

George  King 

49 

sbepberd 

trife 

6 

IB 

6 

52 

9    - 

23   a    - 

31   12    - 

6  18     - 

34  14     - 

8 

469 

1  e 

18    4    - 

Joseph  Bunker   - 

39 

Ihreslier  - 

tvire 

4 

10 

1 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2     -     - 

a  12    - 

.        .         - 

28    -    - 

6  18     - 

ai     1     - 

6 

3  10    4 

'    41 

Tboiufis  Bunymi  - 

57 

-  ditto    - 

»ife 

4 

15 

6 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2      -      - 

1  iR     - 

29    6    - 

6  18     - 

22      8      - 

5 

4    9    7 

1    8) 

3  itj    - 

... 

Williftm  Buiil:er  - 

36 

cutter     - 

wife 

5 

10 

1 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2     -     - 

5     4- 

.  .  . 

30  12    - 

6  i8     - 

23    14      - 

7 

3    7    »! 

■    3| 

Crawley  Bonner  - 

63 

shepherd 

«ife 

- 

- 

52 

e    - 

20  16    - 

.         .          . 

-  ,0  - 

-        -        - 

21     6     - 

6   10     - 

14    6    - 

^ 

7    8    - 

2  10} 

Jolin  Bail  - 
Ricliard  Pedder  - 

33 

23 

jobbing   ■ 
-  ditto    - 

oife 
wife 

3 

3 

S 
3 

' 

52 

52 

9    - 
8    - 

23    8    - 
20  16    - 

25  18    - 
25    8    - 

6  10     - 
6  18    - 

19    8    - 
18  10    - 

5 

4 

3  17    7 

4  12    6 

1     « 

2      -      - 

a  12 

>    9i 

Willism  Gnislcy  - 

39 

tbieiher  - 

»ire 

4 

•5 

5 

52 

9    - 

23     8    - 

4      -      - 

-    ,A 

33    4    - 

6  18    - 

26    6    - 

6 

4    7    8 

1    B| 

7   ID     - 

Jesse  Guiilej      - 

16 

shepheid 

-      - 

- 

- 

- 

52 

3    6 

g    2    - 

3  la    - 

6  10    - 

6  10    - 

2    5! 

92- 

Ricliard  Goniey  - 

a? 

jobbing   - 

wife 

- 

- 

- 

52 

10    - 

26     -     - 

1      -      - 

-  10   - 

28  10    - 

6   18     - 

21   ia    - 

4 

10  16    - 

4   ti 

William  H>dc      - 

33 

dairyman 

wife 

5 

■7 

1 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

37  14    - 

7    .8     - 

49  16    - 

7 

4    5    1 

■    7i 

14    0    - 

, 

. 

Jos.  Gurncy 

'i 

jobbing  - 

-     • 

- 

- 

- 

52 

10    - 

26    -    - 

a    -     - 

.       .       - 

28    -    - 

3  18     - 

24     9     - 

' 

24    3    - 

9    3i 

Tboiuai  Gates     - 

4" 

thresher  - 

wife 

3 

9 

> 

52 

12    - 

31     -    - 

4      -      - 

5     4- 

-         -         - 

38    8    - 

6  18     - 

31    10     - 

5 

6    6- 

2    i 

William  Bjnyan  ■ 

30 

jobbing  - 

wife 

3 

6 

■ 

62 

8    - 

20  ]6    - 

2      -      - 

5    4- 

■     -     - 

-        -         - 

28     -     - 

6  18    - 

21    a    - 

5 

4    4    5 

I    71 

Henry  H;de       - 

4a 

carter      - 

wife 

- 

- 

- 

52 

8    - 

20,6    - 

1      -      - 

.        -        . 

-,o-|-       .       . 

23    6    - 

6  10    - 

16  16    - 

3 

3    8- 

3    li 

Peter  Chance 

36 

jobbing  - 

wife 

3 

8 

1 

52 

.0    - 

26    -     - 

H      -      - 

10     B    - 

-         -         - 

38     8    - 

6  18    - 

31  10    - 

6 

6    6- 

2    5 

Edward  Armsdcn 

41 

-  ditto    - 

wife 

5 

■9 

1 

52 

8    - 

23   a   - 

2       -      - 

10   e   - 

.         .        . 

35  16    - 

6  18    - 

28  18    - 

7 

427 

1    7 

Thomas  Slicrwoiid 
Edward  Heaton  - 

18 

ditto 

52 

62 

4  - 

5  - 

10    8    - 
13    -    - 

It     6    - 

0    12      - 

8  16    - 

8  t6    - 

3   41 
1    Bi 

63 

road  maker 

wife 

3 

■4 

10 

a    -    - 

13   -   - 

.    .     . 

. 

26    -    - 

318      - 

22    a    - 

5 

4    8    5 

Thomas  Brinklcy- 

40 

jobbing   - 

wife 

7 

16 

1 

62 

10    - 

26     -     - 

a    -    - 

15  12   - 

-         -         - 

43  '2    - 

7  18    - 

35  14    - 

9 

3  19    4 

1    6| 

Henrj  Eyres 

4a 

-  ditto    - 

wife 

1 

11 

11 

52 

to    - 

a6    -    - 

a    -    - 

.      .      . 

a8     -    - 

7  18    - 

20    a    - 

3 

614    - 

2    7 

William  Siar       - 

40 

-  ditto    - 

wife 

4 

13 

> 

52 

8    - 

20  16    - 

2      -      - 

14    6    - 

■   -   - 

-         ■         - 

37    a    - 

7  18    - 

ap    4    - 

6 

4  17    4 

lto| 

John  Dale  -        - 

34 

cnrlcr 

wife 

- 

- 

- 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2      -      - 

-  .0  - 

as  18    - 

6  10     - 

19   e   - 

3 

9  t4    - 

3    «i 

John  Carr  -         - 

.3 

jobbing  - 

wife 

- 

- 

- 

52 

10    - 

26    -    - 

2      -      - 

B    12       - 

-  to     - 

.         .         . 

31     a    - 

6  10     - 

24  I  a    - 

4 

12    6    - 

4   «( 

William  Gutiiej  - 

33 

-  dillo    - 

wife 

- 

- 

- 

52 

10    - 

26    -    - 

2      -      - 

a  12    - 

-    10      - 

31     2    - 

6  10     - 

24  la    - 

2 

12    6    - 

4   H 

Tbomai  Sharp      • 

63 

-  ditto    - 

3 

»4 

20 

52 

9    - 

23   a  - 

a      -     - 

5    4- 

-  to    - 

.         .        . 

31     «    - 

7  18    - 

43    4    - 

3 

II    t3     - 

4   6i 

Rich,  Washington 

28 

-  ditto    . 

wife 

I 

6 

6 

52 

10    - 

26  -  - 

a    -    - 

.        . 

-  10    - 

.         .         . 

28  10    - 

7  18    - 

20  la    - 

3 

6  17    4 

2    71 

ThomaA  Harris     - 

67 

-  ditto     - 

-     - 

- 

- 

- 

52 

8    - 

20  16  - 

1    -    - 

. 

-    -    . 

.         .         - 

21   16    - 

2    14      - 

19     4     - 

1 

19    4    - 

7   4! 

Robert  Milyard    - 

39    !    .    d-itir,       _ 

wife 

9 

»9 

■ 

52 

9    - 

23     8     - 

2    -    - 

50    2     - 

7    8    - 

42  14     - 

" 

3  17    7 

I    6 

24  14    - 

677    6    - 

48    -    - 

171   12    - 

4   to     - 

- 

goi     8     - 

193    4    - 

709     4     - 

130 

5    9    ' 

3     t 

iher  with  their  wives  and  children,  numhered 

These  men  «cre  in  coniiont  work  (.virh  ilie  exception  of  one  man,  wl.o  lusl  four  wteks"  work,  from  sickness  or  some  other  cause)  in  both  vears,  and  received  no  parish  relief  in 
persons  ni  1834  awouuicd  10^.193.4,;  leaving  a  net  income,  npplicoble  for  food,  cloihii.g,  soup,  candles  oud  other  neccswries,  of  ^£.709.  4.;  that  ii,  an  averape  of  ^.5.  9 

ither  year.  The  wages  they  received  for  theii 
1 .  ptir  hc-ad  per  annum,  or  4  f.  I  d.  per  held 

The  WBges  these  30  men  received  for  ilieir  work  in  1837  nmounted   collectively  to  £.721.  18.  ;  the  waces  of  their  wives  and  children,  collectively  amounted  in  1837  to 
1  4.  18.  1  J.  per  head  per  atinum,  or  i  s.  ioid,  per  head  per  week,  which  it.  lojrf.  per  head  would  purchase  17^0  pints  of  wheat,  at  the  average  price  of  wheat  (55  «.  gd.  per 

£.202.  18.  ;  total  income,  £.994.  16.    The 
quarter)  during  the  year  1837. 

The  average  income  of  theae  30  independent  laboureti   in  full  employment,  and  of  [heir  xvlves  ond  children,  has  been  reduced  from  is.  id.  per  head  per  week  in  183+ 
been  in  oputaiion. 

0  I  (.  10  i  (/.  per  head  per  week  in  i837i  « 

And  this  T 
a  reduction  in  th 

bid 

hows  further 
all  means  uf 

thet  th 
3i  per 

cent. 

e  to 
In 

oft 
he  Is 

ete  iFib 
tlcf  ye 

outeri  wh 
r,  tlie  low 

},  with  wives  n 
est  faiDJIy,  cor 

nd  children,  n 
listing  of  sevt 

robered  64,  persons  in  1834.  and  78  persons  in  1837  (above  one-half  tlie  number  of  the  persons  included  in  the  Tsbje) 
n  persoin,  had  for  subsistence  only  1  J  d.  (equal  tg  1  A  pints  of  wheat),  und  the  highest  family,  consisting  of  mM 

ON  THE  POOU  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.    (1838.) 


APPENDIX. 


e  AuPTHilL  Union,  wbose  Employment  has  been  irregular,  for  the  Years  1834  and  1837.     (Vide  Twenty-liHh  Report,  QueM.  7804.) 
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jobbing  - 
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.  ditto   - 

-  ditto  • 
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jobbing  - 
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railnud  - 
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Jobbing  ■ 
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ibniher  - 
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Amount 

of  Earnings 

of 

Labourer 

at  his 

Em  plowmen  I. 


£.    $.   d. 


33     B     - 


.6a  1       —       767  19    6 
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Earniiigt 

of 

Labourer':! 

Wife 

and  Children. 


7  16 
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Alloirancc 
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5     4- 
I    It     6 
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25     8 
35     6 


28  10 
27  12 
an  4 
8     4 

25   e 

as  18 
>8  1 
21     4 

31     19 


22  14 

17  12 
>3  - 
33  4 
31  18 
a6  16 
29  6 
26  19 

29  6 

30  8 
3a   Ji 

18  3 


<9  4 
15  12 
38  8 
10  16 
6  2 
8  8 
"3  '3 
13  15 


Outgoings 


Outgoing 


Benefit 

Clubs. 


£.   f.  d. 
-  15    - 


Net  Income 

ippiieable  for 

Food, 

Ctothing, 

Soap. 


Caudle 

otbec 
necessari 


14  >5  - 
iB  10  - 
27-5 
12     6     - 


3    6 


30     2     ~ 


Average 


for   the 
Year. 


£.  f.    . 

a  19 

3  '4 

3  7 

4  « 

2  18 

7  16 


4   '5 
3   14 


3  12 
a  5 
2     2  1 


3   13 
3     3 
6  12  1 
5     6 


2623! 
1   II      1     4{ 

1  6  a  if 
4  flS  a  3* 
>     5}   "     4i 

2  a    2   2| 
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8A 
3fii 

17 
13A 

26 

loA 

.A 

7f<, 
12 10 
13A 

16ft 

^H 

13 

"A 

iSft 

3A 
33 

>7^ 
14 
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N  A  M  F, 

of  the 

LABOURER. 


Jnseph  Lingord. 
John  Carter. 
Juccib  Bduhlt. 
Joseph  Ch(w, 
Samuel  Bonner. 
Thumai  Bunker. 
Peter  Buiiner. 


U'jnncr. 


Willia 

J.tliii  Kin 

VVilhnm  Lowenj. 

John  Short. 

William  Oddl. 

William  Pliillips. 

John  Knight. 

James  Wnltoii. 

William  Chance 
eph  Pliillips. 

William  Marlow. 

Hubert  Odtll. 

William  A  Id  ridge. 

Benjamin  Coi. 

nuima)  Odell. 
Odell. 

Jaiuea  Nield. 

William  Guislfy. 

William  Pcdder. 

William  Short. 

John  Wilsletl. 

John  Somerfield. 

Daniel  Kingham. 

George  Jackson. 

James  Shermnn. 

Ritliard  Short. 

James  Brinkley. 

William  Lingard. 

James  Lingatd. 
Farr. 

William  Phillips, 
iry  Ililyard- 
'3A    Jub  Sherwood. 
24ft. John  Hack. 
I2i[,    Jesse  Short. 
2oi^  'Joseph  Lingard. 
3ShJj,    John  Cox. 

John  Eaton. 

John  Kingham. 

Joieph  Heaton. 

ThomoaGuisley. 


13i 


163  penom ;  and  that  in  1837  the  same  48  lubourers,  together  with  iheit  wives  am)  children,  numbered  197  persons- 
col  I  ecliiely  to  1,061  weeks,  on  average  of  23  weeks  for  each  person. 

•  -        -        -         -         .         -         -         -         -      €,445     6     - 

-----         -        -  «oo     4     4 

'        ■        ■ 404     4     - 

£.  1.049  >4     4 

*  ■        -        - 256     6     7 

',*■---         -         -         -  -£.  703     7     q  ;   ihat  is,  nn   ftvcraee  of  £.  4.   17.  4.  per   head    per 

price  of  wheat  during  1834.  ^  ^  1/11  1- 

niDounted  collectively  to  1,831  ;  nn  average  of  38  «eeks  for  each. 

-         -         -         -      £■  833   19  6 

301     6  - 

'        "        "        ' 34     4  3 

to  benefit  clobs,  amounted  to         .         .         -         .       '    '39418     7 

jj„  ,g -      £.  764  1 1     2  ;  Uiot  is,  £.  3  17.  7.  per  h.-ad  per  annum,  or  U.  &/. 

fi^fftV."!! '"^r^?  *  reduction  in  iheir  net  moiiej  income  per  head  per  week,  of  from   1  1.   io|d.  during  1834,  to  11.  Gd.  per  head  per  week  liurine    1837,  .ir  ao  per  cent,     ani,  in  the 
"1 1834,  to  13  J  pinu  pet  hevl  per  week  in  1837,  or  34  per  cent.  ^  •  .  S      *»-  CI  5       J/  H 

359-  G  2 


ley  gave  ihem 


• 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


ENDix  (B.)— A  COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT,  showing  the  Condition  of  Tiiiuty  Men  belonging  to  ilie  Parish  of /rcrfomwg, 
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o   - 

3    O 

Rate 

of 
Wage, 

per 
Week. 

Amount 
0  f  VVngcs  of 

Labourer 

lit  liis 

Eniplojrment 

ill  1834. 

Additional 

f..r 
Harvests. 

Amount 

of 
Earnings 

of 

Labourer's 

Wife 

and  Children. 

Additional 

for 
Gleaning. 

Allowance 

from 

Purl>.li 

for  Work 

and 

R«lie( 

for  Liibourer 

and 
his  Family. 

Total 
Income 

of 
Family, 

Outgoings 

for 

Rent  and 

Fuel. 

Net  Income 

applicublc 

for 

Food, 

Clolhiiig, 

Soap, 

Candles  and 

other 
Necessaries. 

Number 

of 
Persons 

in 
Family. 

Average 
Income 

per  Head 
for  the 

Year  1834. 

.Vverag 

Inconii 

per  Ilea 

per 

Weel- 

for  the 

Year 

1834. 

t.    d. 

£.     ..    d. 

£.    $.    J. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.     s.    d. 

£.    .. 

d. 

£.     8.    d. 
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9    - 
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2     1 

imed  in  it,  together  wiili  ilieir  wives  and  children,  numbered  130  persons;  and  that  in  1837  the  30  hushandmen,  together  with  their  wives  and  children,  nuiuberec 

•f  one  man,  who  htst  four  weeks'  work,  from  sickness  or  some  other  cause)  in  both  years,  and  received  no  parish  relief  in  either  year.   The  wages  they  received  for  theii 
ume,  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries,  of  £.  709.  4. ;  that  is,  an  average  of  ^.5.  9.  1 .  ptr  head  per  annum,  or  2  s.  1  d.  per  head 

^37  amounted   collectively   to  £.721.   18.  ;  the  wages   of  their  wives  and   children,  collectively  amounted   in  1837  to  £.202.  18.  ;  tola!   income,  £.924.  16.     Th« 
icr  week,  which  15.  10  Jd.  per  head  would  purchase  17^5  pints  of  wheat,  at  the  average  price  of  wheat  (55*.  gd.  per  quarter)  during  the  year  1837. 

.    in  full  employment,  and  of  tlieir  wives  and  children,  has  been  reduced   from   2  s.  i  d.  per  head  per  week  in  1834  to  1  s.  10  i  d.  per  head  per  week  in  1837,  01 


?se  hibourers  who,  with  wives  and  children,  numbered  64  persons  in  1834,  and  78  persons  in  1837  (above  one-half  the  number  of  the  persons  includetl  in  the  Table] 
ter  year,  the  lowest  family,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  had  for  subsistence  only  I  id.  (equal  to  I  ^  pints  of  wheat),  irnd  the  highest  family,  consisting  of  nine 


n  Ihe  Ampthill  Union 

wl 

Work 
•mplojed 

on 
in  1837. 

Name  of 

Employer  in 

1837. 

a 

h 

hresher  - 

Mr.  Williamson  - 

52 

heplierd 

Mr.  Sear  - 

52 

hreshcr  - 

Mr.  Bowsted 

52 

ditto    - 

Mr.  Bowsted 

52 

arter     - 

Mr.  Smith 

52 

lepherd 

Mr.  Hawley       - 

52 

Dbbiiig  • 

Mr.  Sear  - 

52 

ditto   - 

Mr.  Martiudttle 

48 

breiber  - 

Mr.  Oliver 

52 

lephcrd 

Mr.  Oliver 

52 

obbing  - 

Miss  Trevors 

52 

airyraan 

Mr.  Sear  - 

52 

obbiiig  - 

Miss  Trevors 

62 

brcsber  - 

Mr.  Sear  - 

62 

jbbing  - 

Mr.  MuckletoD  ■ 

52 

arter 

Mr.  Sole  - 

52 

]bbing  - 

Miss  Trevors 

52 

ditto    - 

Miss  Trevors 

52  . 

ditto    - 

Mr.  Atlee 

52 

)ad-maker 

Surveyors  of  Roads 

52 

ibbiiig  - 

Miss  Trevors      - 

52 

ditto    - 

Miss  Trevors 

52 

ditto    - 

Mr.  Oliver 

5»i 

arter 

Mr.  Martindale  - 

52 

obbing  - 

Miss  Trevors     • 

52 

ditto    - 

Jliss  Trevors 

52 

ditto    - 

Mr.  Gibbons     - 

52 

ditto    ■ 

Miss  Trevors      - 

5» 

ditto    • 

Miss  Trevors 

52 

ditto    - 

Mr.  Smith 

52 

149  poor 

s. 

-      .0^ 

work  nroomited  rollcclively  in   i8j 
per  week,  which  is.  id.  would  bu_< 

outgoings  for  rent,  fuel  and  benefit 
10  per  ceut. ;  and  in  the  means  tb< 


whose  income,  notwithstanding  Ihe 
persons,  only  2  j  </.  (equal  to  two  p 
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h   AMPTHili  Union,  whose  Employment  has  been  regular,  for  the  Years  1834  ami  1837.    ( (Wc  Quest.  8342.) 


Work 

eoiplojed 

in  1837. 

Name  of 

Employer  in 

1837- 

i 

s 
s 

ii 

So. 

1 

i 

1 

Amount 
of 

™r 

Labourer 

at  his 
Employ. 

Additional 

for 
Harvests. 

Earnings 

of 
Labourer's 
Wife  and 
Children. 

Additlunal 
for 

Glcunrng. 

Allowance 
from 

Parish. 

Total 
Income 

of 
Family. 

Outgoings 
for 
lUnt 
and 
Foel. 

Outgoings 

for 

Benefit 

Clubs. 

Wet  Income 
upplicabl. 
for  Food, 
Cloihlng, 

Soap, 
Cudlcs, 
and  other 

Vccessarics. 

8 

Si 

Zl2 

Average 
Income 

per  Head 
for  the 

Year  1837. 

U 

Is 

is 

lllli 

m 

NAME 

of 

LABOURER, 

s.    d. 

£.    1.    d. 

t.    1.  d. 

i.    s.    d. 

f.    ».   d. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.    s.     d. 

£.    ,.    d. 

£.    I.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

s.   d. 

t.    d. 

Ilireslier  - 

Mr.  Williamson - 

5» 

9    - 

23     8    - 

2     -     - 

6  10    - 

-        - 

31  18    - 

6  18    - 

-          - 

25     -     - 

s 

6    -    - 

1  11 

a    61 

38 

'7ft 

Jol.n  Cook. 

shepherd 

Mr.  Sear  -        - 

52 

8    - 

20  16     - 

-     - 

15  12    - 

-        - 

36    B    - 

6  18    - 

-          - 

ag  10    - 

8 

3  13    9 

1     6 

1     8 

■8ft 

■3 

George  King. 

ihrejher  - 

Mr.  Bowsled     - 

52 

9    - 

23  a  - 

a    -    - 

7.6    - 

33    4    - 

6  18    - 

26    6     - 

7 

3  16     1) 

1     51 

'     4! 

15 

■3ft 

Joseph  Bunker. 

-  ditto  - 

Mr.  Bowsted     - 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

a    -    - 

7  16    - 

33    4    - 

6  18    - 

26    6    - 

5 

6    6     aj 

■"    -1 

1     8i 

■98, 

■aft 

rhomasBuD^BB. 

carler     - 

Mr.  Smith 

52 

9    - 

23  e  - 

2    -    - 

10     8    - 

35  16    - 

S  18    - 

-  15     - 

28    3    - 

a 

3  10    4i 

'     4i 

■     3! 

■4tl 

■'A 

William  Bunker. 

thepbcrd 

Mr.Hawley       - 

52 

7    - 

18  4  - 

-        ■ 

-         - 

-  10    - 

18  14    - 

6  10    - 

12    4    - 

3 

63- 

3    4i 

2  loi 

3i;. 

'■ft 

Crawley  Bonner. 

jobbing  • 

Mr.  Sear  -        - 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2    -    - 

-         ■ 

-  10    - 

25  18     - 

6  10    - 

19  a  - 

6 

3    4    3 

1     3 

1     6 

>6ft 

■ift 

Jolin  Bqsi. 

.  diiii  - 

Mr.  Martiudule 

48 

8    - 

19  4  - 

1  10    - 

5    4- 

25  19    - 

6  18    - 

19  -  - 

7 

2  "4     3i 

I     -i 

1     91 

"9ft 

9ft 

Richard  Pedder. 

ihreiber- 

Mr.  Oliver 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2    -    - 

10    8     - 

-        - 

35  16    - 

6  i9     - 

•         - 

28  18   - 

6 

4  16    4 

1    101 

1     81 

■8ft 

■7A 

Wm.  Guisley. 

ikepherd 

Mr.  Oliver 

52 

5    - 

13    -    - 

-        - 

-         - 

13    -    - 

2   12     - 

-          - 

10     8     - 

1 

10    8    - 

4    - 

2     51 

'7ft 

36ft 

Jesse  Guisley. 

jobbing  - 

Miss  Trevors     . 

62 

10    - 

26    -    - 

2    -    - 

-  10    - 

28  10    - 

6  19     - 

31    12     - 

3 

7     4- 

a    9i 

4     li 

46 

'6ft 

Richard  Guraey. 

doirjmiin 

Mr.  Sear  .        - 

5« 

8    - 

20  16     - 

- 

14    6    - 

35    «    - 

7  19    - 

-          - 

27     4     - 

9 

3-5 

I    2 

1     7i 

■9ft 

■oft 

William  Hyde. 

jobbuig  - 

Miss  Trevors     - 

52 

10    - 

26    -    - 

3    -    - 

-         - 

28    -    - 

3  19    - 

■         - 

14     3     - 

a 

la    1    - 

4    7i 

9    31 

■  03 

4'ft 

Jos,  Gumey. 

Ihrcihet  - 

Mr.  Sear  ■        - 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2    -    - 

10    8    - 

3516    - 

6  18    - 

28   18     . 

6 

4  16    4 

I    10) 

3    5 

»6ft 

■7A 

Thomas  Gale.s. 

jobbing  . 

Mr.  Mucklelon  ■ 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

a    -    - 

5    4- 

-         ■ 

30  12     - 

6  18    - 

-          - 

33   14     - 

7 

3    7    81 

■     3i 

■     7! 

18 

■■ft 

William  Bunyan 

cirler     - 

Mr.  Sole  -        - 

5» 

9    - 

23    8    - 

a    -    - 

-         - 

-  10    - 

25  19    . 

C  10    - 

19   a  - 

a 

9  14    - 

3  ej 

3    2i 

35A 

34A 

Henry  Hyde. 

jobbing  - 

Miss  Trevors     - 

52 

10    - 

26    -    - 

a    -    - 

9     3     - 

-        - 

37     3    - 

6  iB    - 

30  4  - 

6 

5    -    a 

1  m 

a    6 

26ft 

■7A 

Peter  Chance. 

-  ditto  - 

Miss  Trevors     - 

5> 

9    - 

03    8    - 

2    -    - 

10    8    - 

35  16    - 

6  18    - 

-  15    - 

28   3  - 

9 

3    a    61 

■  M 

>    7 

■7ft 

■oft 

EdnardArmsden. 

•  ditto  • 

Mr.  Atlee 

52 

7     - 

■  8    4    - 

2    -    - 

-     - 

-        - 

20     4     - 

2   12     - 

-         - 

17   12     - 

• 

17  la    - 

6    91 

3    4i 

37ft 

6'ft 

Tlios.  Sherwood. 

load-tDBkei 

Surveyors  of  Roads 

52 

5    - 

13    -    - 

-        - 

iB    6  10 

31   16    - 

318      - 

27   18     - 

4 

6  19    6 

a    8i 

1    8) 

<9 

'4ft 

Edward  Heaion. 

jatbiDg  . 

Miss  Trevors     . 

52 

10    - 

26    -    - 

a    -    - 

15   12     - 

43  f    - 

7  18    - 

35  14    - 

9 

3  19     4 

1     61 

1    61 

■6ft 

14 

ThoM.  Brinkley. 

-dillo  - 

Miss  Trevor.     - 

52 

10     - 

26    -    - 

3    -    - 

28    -    - 

718    - 

30    a    - 

3 

6  14    - 

a    7 

a    7 

»8ft 

'3ft 

Henry  Eyres. 

-  dim  . 

Mr.  Oliver 

52 

8    - 

20   16     - 

a    -    - 

14    6    - 

37    3    - 

718    - 

39    4    - 

a 

3  13    - 

■    4i 

.  loi 

'Oft 

■'ft 

Williom  Sear. 

cuter    - 

Mr.Martindile. 

52 

9    - 

23    8    - 

2    -    - 

-         - 

-  10    - 

2518    - 

6  10    - 

19    8    - 

a 

9  14    - 

3     8) 

3    9i 

41ft 

34ft 

John  Dale. 

jobbing  . 

MissTrevori     . 

S2 

10    - 

26    -    - 

2    -    - 

2   13      - 

-  10    - 

31     2    - 

6  10    - 

24   13     - 

3 

8    4    - 

3    0 

4    8 

52ft 

'9ft 

John  Carr. 

■  diuo  . 

Miss  Trevors     . 

52 

10    - 

26    -    - 

2    -    - 

2   12     - 

-  10    - 

31     2     - 

6  10    - 

24   12     - 

3 

9    4    - 

3    ^ 

4     8 

S'A 

'9ft 

William  Gumey. 

-diit.  . 

Mr.  Gibbons     - 

52 

8    - 

20   16     - 

1    -    - 

5    4- 

-  10    - 

27  10    - 

7  18    - 

19   12      - 

4 

4  18    - 

1   10 

4    6 

49ft 

■7ft 

Thomas  Sharp. 

.dlllo  . 

filiss  Trevors     . 

52 

10     - 

26     -     - 

3    -    - 

-          - 

-  10    - 

2B   10     - 

7  IB    - 

20   12     - 

3 

6  17     4 

3     7 

a    7 

»9ft 

'4A 

R.  Washington 

-  dins  . 

Miss  Trevors     - 

63 

8    - 

20   16     - 

1    -    - 

21    16     - 

2   13      - 

19    4    - 

1 

19    4    - 

7    4 

7    4 

1 

aift 

68 

Thomas  Harris. 

-  ditto   • 

Mr.  Smith 

6» 

9    - 

23    8     - 

2    -    - 

26    4    - 

-    - 

51    12     - 

78- 

44    4    - 

9 

4    8     5 

1     8 

1     6 

■6ft 

■5ft 

Robert  Hiljard. 

674    8    - 

47  10    - 

198     8     - 

4 10  - 

- 

924   16     - 

192      4      - 

1   10    - 

731    a    - 

l.|9 

4.8     1 

1    10 

t   a    1 

'3ft 

■7ft 

■  49  penunj. 

"ortc  oraoiintrd  collectively  in  1B34  to  £.7a5.  6.  ;  the  wages  of  their  wives   and  children  coilectieely  amounted  in  1834  to  ;£.  176.  a.;  total  income  in  1834.  £.  got.  8.  ;  tlie  outgoings  torrent  and  fuel  for  these  130 
per  week,  which  2 1.  1  d,  would  buy  23  ^  pints  of  wheat,  ot  the  aseroge  price  of  wheat  (46  ».  3  d.  per  quarter)  ini  B34. 

outgoings  for  rent,  fuel  and  benefit  clubs,  in  1B37  amounted  to  £.193.  14.,  leaving  a  net  income,  applicable  for  food,  clothing,  soap,  candles  and  other  necessaries  for  these  149  persons  in  1B37  of  t.  731.2. ;  that  is 

Ibperceut.;  and  in  the  means  their  income  gave  them  to  pnrchatc  wheat,  from  as^pinuiu  1834,  tu  17^  pints  per  head  in  1837.    Their  condition  has,  therefore,  became  much  worse  while  the  new  Poor  Law  lias 

whose  in 
persons. 

come,  notwilbstsod 
0Dly2|<f.  (e^uBlt 

nglh 
two 

e  incre 
pints  0 

ued  number 
wlieu)  pi!r 

of  workers, 
bead  per  day 

liad  fallen  f 

om  an  nvem 

geofaiCe 

quel  to  S  ^  pi 

ts  of  wheat) 

per  head  pe 

day  in  183 

,  to  3 

{   (equal  to 

Ift  pir 

Is  of  w 

eat)  pc 

rhead  per  day  in  1837; 

• 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


Appendi.v 


DiET.uiY  ill  the  WoHKUOUSE  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Geoiigb,  Hanover  Square. 


THE 

GENERAL    DIETARY. 

Breakfast. 

DiNNEU. 

Supper. 

Dietary. 

Pudding, 
Suet. 

Bread. 

Gruel. 

Beef. 

Potatoes. 

Sou(). 

Cheese. 

Brolh. 

OS. 

/n'nfj. 

oz. 

lb. 

pints. 

OS. 

oz. 

pints. 

Sunday 

12 

li 

5 

h 

-        - 

- 

- 

li 

Monday 

12 

1  ', 

- 

\\ 

- 

2 

Tuesday 

12 

'i 

5 

k 

■ 

- 

- 

n 

Wednesday 

12 

H 

- 

- 

li 

- 

2 

Tluirsday    - 

12 

li 

5 

\ 

-      - 

- 

- 

^i 

Friday 

8 

li 

- 

- 

-      - 

14 

2 

Saturday     - 

12 

1.^ 

u 

2 

INFIRM    DIETARY. 


Breakfast. 

DiNNEU. 

Supper. 

Dietary. 

Bread. 

Gruel. 

Mutton. 

Potatoes. 

Soup. 

Bice 

Pudding. 

Clieese. 

Broth. 

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
'  Wednesday 
Thursday    - 
Friday 
Saturday     - 

oz. 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

pints. 

li 

1^> 

OS. 

5 
5 

5 

lb. 
J 

■pnits 

n 
ij 



•          1     1     1     1     1 

2 
o 

o 
2 

pints. 

li 

DIETARY    FOR   CHILDREN, 

from  3  to  10  Years  of  Age. 


Dietary. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Bread. 

Milk. 

Mutton. 

Potatoes. 

Rice  Pudding. 

Alilk. 

Sunday         -         -         - 
Monday       -         -         - 
Tuesday       -        -         - 
Wednesday  -        -         - 
Tluirsday     -         -         - 
Friday          -         -         - 
Satuday       .         -         - 

ot. 

12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

pinli. 

OS. 

2,§ 
2i 

lb. 

i 

oz. 

Suet      -     7 

Rice      -     7 

-         -         _ 

Suet      -     7 
K  ice      -     7 

pin  (J. 
h 

I 

u 

J 
I 
h 

DIETARY    FOR   CHILDREN. 

Between  i  and  3  Years  of  Age. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Dietary. 

Bread. 

Milk. 

„    ...                       Mutton  Broth, 
Pudding.                      „i„,  Kice. 

Milk. 

Sunday  -         -         -         . 

Monday           -         .        _ 

Tuesday           _        _        . 

Wednesday     -         -        - 

Thursday 

Friday     -        -         -         - 

Saturday          ... 

02. 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

pinli. 

h 

h 

I 

i 

k 

i 
1 

03. 

Suet      -     5 
Rice      -    7 
Suet     -    5 

oz. 
12 

12 

-               12            - 

12 

pints, 
h 
i 
i 
h 

k 
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RETURN  of  Depositions,  and  Commitment  of  Amos  Wheeler  and  John  Chapman,            Appendix. 
of  Ampthill,  on  the  21st  December  1837,  and  of  John  Money,  in  January  1838.  . 


(Copy.) 

BEDFORDSniHE  (tO  wit). 

THE  information  and  complaint  of  John  Kingston,  of  Millbrook,  in  the  county  of  Bedford, 
labourer,  made  upon  oath  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  who  saitli,  that  on  the  twenty-eitihth  day  of 
November  last,  at  the  parish  of  Millbrook,  in  the  said  county,  Amos  Wheeler  and  John 
Chapman,  both  of  the  parish  of  Millbrook,  in  the  said  county,  labourers,  did  unlawfully 
steal  parts  of  certain  oak,  ash  and  elm  trees,  then  and  there  growing,  of  the  value  of  one 
shilling,  the  property  of  Henry  Richard  Vassall  Fox,  Lord  Holland,  contrary  to  the  form  of 
the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided  :  and  thereupon  the  said  John  Kingston  prayeth 
judgment  of  me,  the  Justice  aforesaid,  in  the  premises. 


Taken  and  sworn  before  me, 

(signed)         George  Mvsgrave. 


(signed)         John  Kingston. 


(Copy.) 

John  Kingston  v.  John  Chapman  and  Amos  Wheeler,  stealing  parts  of  certain 

Oak,  Ash  and  Elm  Trees. 

John  Kingston,  of  Millbrook,  labourer,  sworn,  says,  "  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
November  last  I  saw  John  Chapman  and  Amos  Wheeler  getting  wood  out  of  some  oak,  ash 
and  elm  trees  in  a  plantation  called  the  Ring  Fence,  in  Millbrook  parish,  the  property  of 
Lord  Holland  ;  I  spoke  to  them.  They  carried  away  with  them  two  large  bundles  of  the 
wood  they  had  cut  of  the  value  of  a  shilling,  at  the  least.  I  knew  them  to  be  John  Chap- 
man and  Amos  Wheeler,  of  Millbrook.  I  saw  them  in  the  plantation  for  half  an  hour. 
I  believe  it  was  a  little  saw  they  had  cutting  out  the  wood." 

(signed)         John  Kingston. 
Taken  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  said 
John  Chapman  and  Amos  Wheeler,  the 
21st  day  of  December  1837,  before  us, 

George  Musgrave,      "I  Two  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  county 
Henri/  M.  Musgrave,^      of  Bedford. 

Defence : — Amos  Wheeler  says,  "  It  was  no  green  wood  ;  it  was  only  a  little  rotten  wood." 
John  Chapman  says,  "  I  had  no  firing,  and  I  had  a  wife  and  child  at  home  ; 
I  am  twenty-two,  and  have  been  married  three  years." 

Wheeler  convicted  :— Penalty  and  damage  and  costs  4/.  lis.,  to  be  paid  immediately,  or 
to  be  committed  to  new  House  of  Correction  two  calendar  months ;  hard  labour.  Committed 
same  day. 

Chapman  convicted  : — Penalty,  damage  and  costs  9s.  6t?. ;  to  be  paid  within  one  month, 
or  to  be  committed  to  new  House  of  Correction  one  calendar  month  ;  hard  labour.  Com- 
mitted first  Februai-y  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

Memoranda  of  Convictions  of  Amos  Wheeler  1833 — 1837. 

1833:  October  10     -  -  -  Stealing  fruit,  growing. 

1834:  March  27       -  -  -  Under  the  Game  Laws. 

September  18  -  -  Under  the  Game  Laws. 

1835:  March  5         _  -  -  Under  the  Game  Laws. 

1836:  March  17       .  -  -  Stealing  part  of  a  tree. 

December  29  -  -  Stealing  parts  of  trees. 

1837:  December  21  -  -  Stealing  parts  of  trees. 

N.B.-  Tlie  before-mentioned  John  Chapman,  who  is  stated  to  be  a  shoemaker,  was  ao^in 
committed  to  prison  on  the  eighteenth  of  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  for  trial,  for  stealing  part  of  a  cart  harness. 


(Copy.) 
Bedfordshire  (to  wit). 

BE  it  Remembered,  That  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  at  Ampthill,  John  Chapman,  of  Millbrook,  ia 
the  county  of  Bedford,  labourer,  is  convicted  before  us,  George  Musorave,  esquire,  and 
Henry  Musgrave  Musgrave,  esquire,  two  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said 

359.  H  county. 
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Appendix.  county,  lor  tli;il  lie  the  said  Joliii  Cimpman  did,  on  the  twenty-ei;^litli  day  of  November  last, 

[  at  tiie  parish  of'Miilbiook,  in  the  said  county,  unlawfully  steal  parts  of  certain  oak,  ash  and 

1  elm  trees,  then  ami  there  <;rowin<;,  of  the  value  of  one  siiilliiifj,  the  property  of  Henry  Richard 

Vassall  Fox,  Lord  Holland,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  sucii  case  made  and  pro- 
vided :  and  we,  the  said  Justices,  adjudi;e  the  said  Joiiii  Chapnum  tor  his  said  offence  (the 
same  heini;'  his  first  oilence)  to  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  shilliii!j;s  and  sixpence  over  and 
above  the  value  of  tlie  article  so  stolen  as  aforesaid,  and  for  the  value  of  the  said  article  so 
stolen  the  further  sum  of  one  shillint;-,  and  also  to  pay  the  sum  of  seven  shillinj^s  for  costs; 
and  in  default  of  payment  of  the  said  sums  within  one  month,  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  new 
House  of  Correction  at  Bedford,  in  and  fdr  the  said  county,  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for  the 
space  of  one  calendar  month,  unless  the  said  sums  shall  be  sooner  paid  ;  and  we  direct  that 
the  said  sum  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  shall  be  immediately  paid  to  one  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  and  in  which  the  said  oflencc  was  committed,  to  be 
by  him  applied  accordini;'  to  the  directions  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided; 
and  that  the  said  sum  of  one  shilling  shall  be  inmiediately  paid  to  the  said  Henry  Richard 
V' assail  Fox,  Lord  Holland,  the  party  aggrieved  by  the  said  offence,  who  has  not  been 
examined  in  juoof  of  the  same  ;  and  we  do  order  that  the  said  sum  of  seven  shillings  for 
costs  shall  be  innnediately  paid  to  John  Kingston,  the  complainant. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  mentioned. 

(signed)  Georyv  Musgrave  (l.s.) 

Henry  31.  Mimgrave  (l.s.) 

I  certify  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  conviction  now  filed  in  my  ofiicc. 

Thos.  Pearsc, 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Bedford. 


(Copy.) 

BuDFORDsniRE  (to  wit). 

BE  it  Remembered,  That  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  at  Ampthill,  Amos  Wheeler,  of  Millbrook,  in 
the  county  of  Bedford,  labourer,  is  convicted  before  us,  George  Musgrave,  esquire,  and  Henry 
Musgrave  Musgrave,  esquire,  two  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county, 
for  that  he  the  said  Amos  Wheeler  did,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  November  last,  at  the 
parish  of  Millbrook,  in  the  said  county,  unlawfully  steal  parts  of  certain  oak,  ash  and  elm 
trees,  then  and  there  growing,  of  the  value  of  one  shilling,  the  property  of  Henry  Richard 
Vassall  Fox,  Lord  Holland,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  ])rovided  : 
and  we,  the  said  Justices,  adjudge  the  said  Amos  Wheeler  for  his  said  offence  (the  same 
being  his  first  offence)  to  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  four  pounds  over  and  above  th(!  value  of 
the  article  so  stolen  as  aforesaid,  and  for  the  value  of  the  said  article  so  stolen  the  further  sum 
of  one  shilling,  and  also  to  pay  the  sum  often  shillings  for  costs ;  and  in  default  of  immediate 
payment  of  the  said  sums,  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  new  House  of  Correction  at  Bedford,  in 
and  for  the  said  county,  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for  the  space  of  two  calendar  months, 
unless  the  said  sums  shall  be  sooner  paid :  and  we  direct  that  the  said  sum  of  four  pounds 
shall  be  immediately  paid  to  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  and  in  which 
the  said  offence  was  committed,  to  be  by  him  applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  statute 
in  that  case  made  and  provided  ;  and  that  the  said  sum  of  one  shilling  shall  be  immediately 
paid  to  the  said  Henry  Uichard  Vassall  Fox,  Lord  Holland,  the  party  aggrieved  by  the  said 
oflencc,  who  has  not  been  examined  in  proof  of  the  same  ;  and  I  do  order  that  the  said  sum 
of  ten  shillings  for  costs,  shall  be  immediately  paid  to  John  Kingston,  the  complainant. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  mentioned. 

(signed)  George  Musgrave. 

Henry  M.  Musgrave. 

I  certify  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  conviction  now  filed  in  my  office. 

Thos.  Pearse, 
Clerk  of  the  I'eace  for  the  county  of  Bedford. 


(Copy.) 

BliDFORDSHIUE  (tO  wit). 

BE  it  Remembered,  That  within  three  calendar  months  after  the  commission  of  the  offence 
hereinafter  mentioned,  [to  wit]  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
tliousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  at  the  parish  of  Shillington,  in  the  said  county  of 
Bedford,  Samuel  Pilgrim,  of  the  parish  of  Houghton  Conquest,  in  the  said  county,  game- 
keeper, in  his  proper  person  cometh  before  me,  Henry  Musgrave  Musgrave,  one  of  the 
J  ustices  of  our  Lady  the  present  Queen,  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  of  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen  in  and  for  the  said  county,  and  also  to  hear  and  determine  divers  felonies,  trespasses 
and  other  misdemeanors  committed  within  the  said  county,  and  now  here  giveth  me,  the  said 
Justice,  to  understand  and  be  informed,  that  John  Money,  of  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  in  the 
said  county,  did,  on  the  thii'tieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eight 
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eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  at  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  in  the  said  county,  unlawfully  take  Appendix. 

game,  not  being  authorized  so  to  do,  for  want  of  a  game  certificate,  contrary  to  the  statute  in  

that  case  made  and  provided  ;  whereby  and  by  force  of  the  said  statute,  he  hath  forfeited  a 
sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  to  be  applied  as  the  statutes  in  that  behalf  made 
and  provided  direct. 

And  thereupon  the  said  Samuel  Pilgrim  prayeth  that  the  said  John  Money  may  be 
summoned  to  appear  before  two  of  the  Justices  aforesaid,  to  answer  the  said  information,  and 
make  his  defence  thereto. 

The  mark  of  x  Samuel  Pilgrim. 
Exhibited  before  me  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written. 

Henry  M.  Musgrave. 


.        (Copy.) 

Bedfordshire  (to  wit). 

THE  deposition  of  James  Summerfield,  of  the  parish  of  Millbrook,  in  the  county  of  Bedford, 
labourer,  taken  upon  oath  this  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  before  me,  Henry  Musgrave  Musgrave,  Esquire,  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Bedford. 

The  said  James  Summerfield,  upon  his  oath,  saith  as  follows  : — "  On  Saturday  morning  last, 
between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  I  was  watching  a  snare  which  was  set  in  a  quick  hedge 
belonging  to  a  garden  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  the  property  of  Lord  Holland  ;  I  saw  John 
Money,  of  Ampthill,  come  through  the  fir  trees  near  the  garden,  and  along  the  side  of  the 
garden  hedge,  and  stop  when  he  got  opposite  the  snare  ;  there  was  a  hare  caught  in  the 
snare,  and  he  went  into  the  ditch,  took  the  hare,  broke  the  piece  of  quick  to  which  the  snare 
was  tied,  and  ran  off  with  the  hare  in  his  hand  :  I  followed  him,  and  he  threw  the  hare  down  ; 
I  ran  after  him  ;  and  when  I  caught  him,  I  told  him  I  had  been  waiting  for  him  ;  he  made 
no  reply. 

The  mark  of  x  James  Summerfield. 
Taken  upon  oath  the  day  and  year 

above  written,  before  me,  * 

Henry  M.  Musgrave. 

The  mark  of  x  James  Summerfield. 

Re-taken  and  re-sworn  before  us,  this  4th  day 
of  January  1838,  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
of  John  Money. 

George  Cardale,    \  Two  of   Her    Majesty's  Justices  of  the    Peace  in    and  for  the 
George  Musgrave.)        county  of  Bedford. 

Defence  : — "  I  have  nothing  to  say  ;  I  know  I  did  it." 

Convicted : — Penalty  and  costs,  5/.  16  s. ;  to  be  paid  forthwith,  or  to  be  committed  to  new 
House  of  Correction  three  calendar  months ;  hard  labour.     Committed  same  day. 

Memoranda  of  Convictions  of  John  Money  1833 — 1838. 
1833 :  March  21       -         -         -     Assault. 

1835  :  January  22    -        -         -     Under  the  Game  Laws. 

1836:  May  5  _         _         -     Stealing  part  of  a  tree. 

September  15         -         -     Stealing  a  tree. 
December  29         -         -     Under  the  Game  Laws. 

1838  :  January  4     -        -        -    Under  the  Game  Laws. 
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Lunce,  2^°  die  Novcmb)is,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
[of  the  Rehef  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fiizakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Ilowick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

•     Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 
Mr.  Boiling.                                          ■    Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Cliichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremautle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bameby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 
Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Februarii,   1 838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  tlie  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  fiom  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


• 


THE  REPORT p.   iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE P-    1 

APPENDIX p.  24 


^ 


[     iii     ] 


# 

REPORT. 


9   # 

THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 


TT  AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 

8  May  1838. 
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[     iv     ] 


» 


w   ;  .        I 


WITNESSES. 


Mr.  James  Turner  and  Mr.  Mark  Crabtrce       -        ^  P-     1 
Mr.  John  Marshall p.  17 


(  1  ) 

MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Martis,  8°  die  Maii,  1838. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT; 


Mr.  Barneby. 
Mr.  Chichester. 
Mr.  Estcourt. 
Mr.  Fieldfn. 
Mr.  Freslifield. 
Lord  Howick. 


Mr.  Langdalc. 
Mr.  Liddcll. 
Mr.  Lister. 
Mr.  Wakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  James  Turner,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

862C.  Chairman.']  WHAT  tables  have  you  to  produce? — I  made  out  the  tables    Mr.  James  Turner. 

to  the  best  of  my  jud^rment,  for  the  parish  of  Westoning,  and  there  seemed  to  be        • • 

some  little  demur  in  thinking  that  we  had  chosen  the  worst  parish  ;  I  have  there-  ^  ^'^y  '^38. 
fore  taken  three  labourers  not  in  constant  work  and  three  in  constant  work  in 
each  of  six  parishes ;  and  in  several  instances  having  been  recommended  by  farmers, 
and,  in  some  instances,  by  the  guardians  of  the  parish,  to  take  them  as  a  fair 
sample  of  the  labourers,  1  wish  to  put  this  table  in  ;  I  will  state  what  parishes 
they  are  from  :  the  parishes  of  Craulield,  Shitlington,  Flitvvick,  Lidlington,  Mil- 
brook  and  IMaulden. 

\Tlie  suine  was  delivered  in  :  Vide  Appendix,  No.  1  &  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Mark  Crabtree,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

8627.  Mr.  iv'eWe/?.]    DID  you  accomjiany  Mr.  Turner  down  to  Ampthill,   in  '^U.  Mark  Crabtree. 

consequence  of  instructions  that  you  and  he  received  from  me  for  tiiat  jiurpose  ?       

^Idid. 

8628.  You  have  been  present  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Turner  has  been 
examined  by  this  Committee? — 1  have. 

8629.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  cases  which  he  has  gone  over, 
and  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  statements  which  he  has  made  are  true, 
as  far  as  you  could  ascertain  the  truth  while  you  have  been  down  at  Ampthill  ? — 
As  far  as  it  is  possible  for  any  human  being  to  ascertain,  I  believe  it  to  be  true. 

8630.  Have  you,  during  your  visit  to  Ampthill,  gone  into  the  cottages  of 
many  of  those  poor  people  ? — We  have,  a  great  many. 

8631.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  how  they  were  living  at  the 
time  you  were  there  ;  what  their  furniture  was,  what  their  bedding  was,  and  had 
an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  that  they  were,  as  has  been  said  by  the  Commis- 
sioner, steeped  in  deep  poverty  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

8632.  Was  there  any  particular  cottage  which  you  visited  of  which  you  could 
give  a  description  of  the  furniture,  of  the  number  of  the  family,  and  of  the  means 
they  had  of  living? — Yes.  "  Description  of  a  cottage  occupied  by  John  Cooper, 
■who  worked  for  Mr.  Overman,  at  Maulden,  and  has  done  for  20  years.  The  out- 
side of  the  cottage,  that  is  the  outer  wall,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  is  nearly  down  ; 
the  floor  is  a  mud  floor,  with  no  tiles  upon  it ;  the  window — there  should  be  32 
diamond  squares  of  glass,  but  there  is  only  half  that  number.  Furniture — there 
is  a  table  of  two  boards  and  a  piece,  put  together  on  four  hedge-stakes ;  one 
chair,  three  stoolsf  and  a  coiier,  which  is  an  old  chest ;  the  bed  is  a  fair  one,  laid 
upon  straw,  without  a  blanket,  without  a  pillow,  without  a  bolster;  that  is  in  the 
first  bed-room  :  the  second  bed  is  a  straw  bed,  part  of  it  covered  and  part  of  it 

374-  A  not ; 
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Jilr.  Murk  Ciuktee.  not  ;  no  blanket,  110  pillow,  no   bolster,  no   covering;"   this   is  a  description  of 

one  of  the  labourer's  cottages. 

8  May  1838.  8()33.   How  many  were  tiicre  in  the  family  of  tiiat  labourer? — Nine. 

8634.  Were  two  beds  the   only  beds   that  those  nine   Ir.ul  to  sleep  upon  1- 
They  were. 

8635.  Have  you  described  the  beds  ? — I  have. 

S6^6.  What  was  one  of  them?  — One  of  them  was  a  iuirdlc,  or  something 
imitating  a  hurdle,  as  it  is  called  in  that  country  ;  it  was  a  rail  put  upon  two 
posts  driven  into  the  ground,  and  the  ends  are  fastened  to  the  wall,  and  the  other 
ends  nailed  to  this  framing. 

8()37.  And  on  this  was  laid  straw  for  the  inmates  of  tliis  cottage  to  sleep  upon? 
— Yes. 

8638.  Without  any  blankets  ? — Yes. 

8639.  Have  you  been  a  blanket  maker  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

8()40.  If  the  poor  people  of  Bedfordshire  could  all  obtain  blankets  that  have 
not  them,  would  it  give  a  great  impetus  to  the  business  you  have  been  engaged 
in,  and  an  increased  demand  ? — It  would  ;  and  I  think  if  the  agricultural  labourers 
could  be  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  they  would  be  able  to  consume  our 
manufacture,  it  would  give  more  employment  for  our  labourers,  and  our  labourers 
would  be  more  able  to  get  their  loaf. 

8641.  Have  you  heard,  while  you  have  been  down  there,  labourers  state  to  yon 
repeatedly,  a  great  number  of  them,  that  their  circumstances  have  been  gradually 
growing  worse  since  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  has  passed? — -Tiiey  have. 

8G42.  Their  means  of  purchasing  blankets,  and  their  means  of  purchasing  the 
necessaries  of  life,  have  been  abridged  in  the  same  proportion  ? — They  have ; 
there  is  a  general  falling  off  in  all  their  circumstances  ;  and  I  am  generally  borne 
out  in  that  by  the  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  who  was  asked,  "  Have  you 
ever  understood  that  persons  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  .selling  their  fur- 
niture, and  stripping  their  cottage  of  its  effects,  before  going  into  the  workhouse?" 
and  who  states,  "  I  have  heard  from  pawnbrokers  that  a  vast  number  of  petty 
articles,  particularly  during  the  last  winter,  upon  the  cessation  of  labour,  were 
brought  to  the  pawn-shops."  "  Do  you  understand  from  the  pawnbrokers  that 
those  articles  were  brought  from  the  agricultural  labourers?"    "  Yes." 

8643.  Those  are  the  words  of  Mr.  Adey  in  answer  to  that  question? — Yes, 

8644.  Do  your  inquiries  and  examination  of  the  .state  of  the  poor  down  in 
Ampthill  confirm  Mr.  Adey's  statement  ? — They  do. 

8t)45.  You  have  mentioned  the  furniture  in  the  cottage  of  one  poor  man;  have 
you  found  a  great  many  other  cases  during  your  peregrinations  there,  similar,  or 
nearly  so,  to  the  one  you  have  described  ? — I  have. 

8646.  Is  there  any  which  you  wish  to  refer  to? — Yes;  in  the  parish  of  Lid- 
lington,  John  Robinson,  has  no  work  ;  in  this  house  there  is  no  tiled  floor,  it  is 
part  pebbled  ;  the  furniture  consi.sts  of  two  chairs,  a  table,  consisting  of  two 
boards  put  together  on  hedge-stakes,  two  saucepans,  one  tea-kettle,  three  plates, 
and  two  broken  ones,  two  basins,  two  broken  knives,  one  fork.  In  the  bed-room 
up-stairs  there  are  two  bedsteads,  two  beds  filled  with  straw,  one  blanket,  two 
coverlets,  two  bolsters  ;  in  the  bed-room  down-stairs  there  are  two  beds  on  the 
ground  floor  filled  with  stravi^,  no  blankets,  two  coverlets  ;  they  have  sold  their 
furniture  to  buy  bread  with  ;  they  have  pawned  tiieir  clothes  while  they  have 
scarcely  any  thing  left;  there  are  14  individuals  live  in  this  cottage,  six  of  thorn 
are  grown-up  persons  ;  there  are  two  families  live  in  the  cottage. 

8647.  C/iuirma?!.]  What  is  the  number  in  John  Robinson's  family? — Nine. 

8648.  Is  that  him.self,  his  wife,  and  seven  children? — Yes. 

8649.  What  ages  are  the  children  ? — I  have  not  taken  account  of  their  ages. 

8650.  Will  you  state  their  ages  as  nearly  as  you  can  ;  how  old  do  you  suppo.se 
the  eldest  to  be? — I  should  think  20. 

8651.  Is  it  a  boy  or  a  girl  ? — A  girl. 

8652.  What  is  the  age  of  the  next  ? — I  did  not  see  the  next. 

8653.  Is  it  a  boy  or  a  girl  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  1  took  the  number  of  the  family, 
but  not  their  ages. 

8G54.  You  cannot  speak  to  the  ages  of  the  other  children  ? — I  cannot. 

8655.  Mr.  Fie/den.']  You  were  describing  this  case  in  order  to  inform  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  furniture  in  this  house  ? — Yes. 

8656.  And  the  number  of  the  family  you  took  from  the  statement  of  those  in 
the  house  ? — Yes. 

8657.  Mr. 
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86.57.  M""-  Miles.']  Did  you  inquire  any  thing  as  to  the  moral  character  of  this  Mr.  Mark  Crabtree. 
Robinson  ? — I  did  not.  

86.58.  Is  not  that  a  little  looked  to  in  administering  relief  to  the  poor,  and  a        ®  ^^^y  '^38. 
very  essential  point  as  to  the  means  of  getting  employment,  likewise? — In  some 

instances  it  is. 

86.59.  Supposing  the  man  had  married  his  present  wife  during  the  life-time  of 
his  former  wife,  should  you  say  that  he  bore  a  very  good  character? — 1  should 
think  not. 

8660.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  this,  which  I  find  in  the  application  and 
report-book  :  "  John  Robinson  applies  for  himself,  his  wife,  his  daughter  Eliza- 
beth, aged  fourteen  ;  Ruth,  ten;  John,  four  and  a  half;  and  Mary,  three  and  a 
half,  and  ap[)lies  because  he  is  out  of  work  ;"  and  there  is  this  entry  against  him, 
"  His  case  having  been  fully  considered,  the  man  having  re-married  during  the 
life-time  of  his  wife,  this  family  is  illegitimate,  and  relief  must  be  applied  for  by 
the  woman  ;"  have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  ? — Not  the  least. 

8661.  And  I  find,  after  the  thing  is  thoroughly  investigated,  he  is  offered  relief 
in  the  workhouse  ;  do  you  conceive  that  the  workhouse  is  a  proper  receptacle, 
such  as  you  would  put  persons  into  of  not  good  moral  character  r — I  think  I 
should  send  them  to  prison,  not  to  a  workhouse. 

8662.  Mr.  Fieldcu.]  Notwithstanding  the  poverty  of  that  man  and  his  family, 
it  appears  that  he  prefers  being  at  large  in  that  miserable  cottage,  with  that 
miserable  fare,  to  going  into  the  workhouse  ? — It  appears  so. 

8663.  Arc  there  not  a  great  number  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill,  who  are  exceed- 
ingly poor,  but  who  have  stated  to  you,  over  and  over  again,  that  they  would  not 
go  into  the  workhouse,  notwithstanding  their  poverty? — They  have. 

8G64.  Will  you  now  mention  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  John  Sissick? 
—  I  will  give  the  description  of  his  cottage  ;  he  has  a  wife  and  three  children,  his 
furniture  consists  of  a  piece  of  a  chair,  that  is  a  broken  one,  a  cradle,  an  old 
table  of  three  boards,  put  together  on  hedge-stakes  ;  a  trough,  as  they  call  it, 
used  for  mixing  up  their  bread  ;  one  saucepan,  one  plate,  one  knife  and  fork,  with 
both  hafts  off. 

86ti.5.  In  what  parish  did  he  reside  ? — In  the  parish  of  Marston  ; — a  tea-pot,  one 
cup  and  a  plate ;  he  will  be  found  to  be  a  man  of  good  character. 

8666.  And  that  is  the  miserable  plight  in  which  you  found  him,  with  regard 
to  furniture? — It  is. 

8667.  Do  you  know  what  the  earnings  of  that  man  are,  from  any  observations 
he  made  to  you  ? — Nine  shillings  a  week. 

8668.  Were  his  rent  and  fuel  much  the  same  as  the  rent  and  fuel  of  the  other 
poor  labourers  in  that  parish  ? — They  were. 

866g.  Tliat  small  income  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  you  that  these  men  cannot 
obtain  either  furniture,  or  that  food  which  is  neces.«ary  for  labourers  who  have  to 
perform  hard  work? — They  cannot. 

8670.  Chairman.]  What  ages  are  the  children  ?— The  eldest  is  five,  and  the 
youngest,  one. 

8671.  Mr.  Miles.']  At  what  does  he  work  r — I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a 
dairy-man  or  a  plougher ;  but  he  is  what  is  called  a  labourer. 

S672.  Did  he  state  what  he  had  extra  for  harvest  r — I  did  not  see  the  man  ;  his 
wife  stated  that  he  had  11.  extra  for  harvest;  the  master  keeps  him  in  his  house 
when  he  is  away,  to  take  care  of  his  master's  property,  and  leaves  his  wife  to  take 
care  of  this  valuable  property  of  theirs. 

8673.  ^^  hat  sort  of  person  is  the  wife  ? — She  seemed  a  decent  sort  of  woman. 

8('>74.  Docs  not  the  comfort  of  the  cottage  very  much  depend  upon  the  wife? — 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  that  respect  among  the  labourers. 

8675.  You  found  that  with  the  same  means,  with  the  good  housewife  and  a  bad 
one,  there  is  all  the  difference  between  comfort  and  discomfort  ? — Yes ;  there  is 
that  difference  in  men  as  well  as  in  women. 

8676.  Mr.  Fielikii.]  With  the  means  this  man  possessed,  as  far  as  your  infor- 
mation goes,  are  you  of  opinion  that  he  could  not  by  possibility  procure  those 
things  which  he  ought  to  have  for  his  furniture,  and  that  food  which  he  ought  to 
have  for  his  family  ? — He  cannot ;  and  his  wife  states  that  they  have  not  half  suffi- 
cient victuals,  and  it  so  happened  that  when  I  was  going  to  take  the  inventory  of 
the  furniture,  there  was  a  farmer  just  saying  to  Mr.  Turner  and  me,  "  Why  I  sup- 
pose you  find  the  people  better  off  than  you  expected  to  do  ;  tell  us  how  you  are 
going  on  in  this  neighbourhood  :"  I  said,  "  If  you  will  go  with  me  to  this  cottage, 

•^74.  A  2  vou 
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MuMarkCrubtm,  you  will  see  how  we  have  found  a  great  many  of  them  : "  he  went  with  me  ;  the 

■       woman  described  to  liim,  as  she  had  done  to  me,  their  condition  ;  and  he  looked  at 

8  May  1838.  (Jjg  ij^d  and  shook  his  head,  for  it  happened  to  be  straw  loose  on  the  bed,  and 
there  was  an  old  sheet  upon  it,  and  she  pulls  it  off,  and  the  straw  was  coloured  by 
the  baby,  the  same  as  in  a  stable  ;  and  he  shook  his  head,  and  said  he  could  not 
have  thought  it,  had  he  not  seen  it  himself;  that  was  on  Friday  ;  and  the  only 
provisions  that  were  to  last  on  till  Saturday  night  were  a  piece  of  a  loaf,  and  that 
of  the  coarsest  sort ;  and  the  woman  cried,  because  she  did  not  know  how  she  was 
to  see  Saturday  night  there. 

8677.  This  was  a  farmer  that  accompanied  you  to  the  spot,  in  order  to  sec  what 
you  had  described  to  him? — It  was. 

8C78.  And  he  said,  if  he  had  not  seen  it,  he  should  not  have  known  that  there 
was  such  distress  as  you  witnessed  ? — He  did  say  so. 

8679.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  farmers  in  that  neighbour- 
hood do  not  know  the  state  in  which  the  poor  of  that  neighbourhood  are  ? — A 
great  many  acknowledged  that  they  did  not  know  that  they  were  in  the  state,  when 
we  represented  the  case  to  them ;  for  when  we  found  a  very  hard  case,  we  repre- 
sented it  to  some  of  the  farmers  or  to  some  of  the  tradespeople,  and  they  said 
they  never  could  have  thought  that  there  had  been  half  the  poverty  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, had  it  not  been  told  to  them  ;  for  we  were  very  careful  not  to  put  a 
case  of  that  sort  down  till  Ave  had  it  corroborated  by  some  of  the  respectable 
inhabitants. 

8680.  If  the  farmers  paid  attention  to  the  cottages  of  the  pooi',  and  their  fur- 
niture and  means  of  living,  do  you  think  that  they  would  suffer  them  to  remain  as 
they  are  without  representing  their  case,  in  order  to  obtain  redress  for  them  ? — 
No  ;  if  they  looked  after  them  as  they  should  look  after  them  ;  their  case  should 
be  represented  somewhere,  I  am  sure. 

8681.  Chairmcui.^  John  Sissick  is  a  labourer;  his  wages  are  9^.,  with 2/.  extra 
for  harvest? — Yes. 

8682.  Does  he  earn  extra  wages  at  any  other  time  of  the  year  besides  harvest; 
for  mowing  grass,  or  at  any  other  season  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

8GS3.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  the  custom  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  mow 
grass  by  measure  ? — I  believe  it  is,  in  some  instances. 

8684.  Do  they  not  in  that  work  earn  more  than  in  their  daily  labour  ? — ■ 
Some  do. 

8C85.  Did  you  say  that,  besides  9  .?.,  he  was  in  the  occasional  habit  of  going  to 
the  farmer's  house  ?■ — He  worked  at  the  fi\rmer"s  house. 

8686.  Does  he  ever  lodge  at  the  farmer's  house  ? — He  does. 

S687.  How  often  in  a  week  do  you  suppose  that  he  does  ? — His  wife  states  that 
he  often  stops  three  or  four  nights  in  a  week. 

8688.  When  he  passes  three  or  four  nights  a  week  at  the  farmer's  house,  does 
he  receive  any  thing  from  the  farmer  besides  his  lodging  ? — The  wife  states  to  us 
that  he  does  not,  when  he  stops  there  ;  there  are  two  cupboards  ;  that  he  takes  his 
proportionate  share  of  victuals  with  him,  and  leaves  the  rest  at  home. 

868g.  Does  he  get  any  victuals  at  the  farmer's  house  ? — She  states  that  he 
does  not. 

8690.  Then  he  merely  lodges  there  ? — Yes. 

8691.  ^yhat  is  the  name  of  the  farmer  for  whom  that  man  works  ? — I  have  not 
got  it  here. 

869'2.  Have  you  any  means  of  giving  the  Committee  the  name  of  the  farmer  ? 
— I  have  not. 

8693.  Did  you  see  the  farmer  yourself? — No. 

8694.  You  made  no  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  man  got  any  victuals  during  the 
four  nights  in  the  week  that  he  stopped  at  the  farmer's  house  ? — No;  after  hearing 
the  statement  of  the  woman,  we  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  so. 

8695.  Did  you  ask  the  man  as  to  the  fact  ? — I  never  saw  the  man. 

8696.  And  you  never  saw  the  farmer  ? — No. 

8697.  And  you  make  this  statement  entirely  upon  what  you  heard  from  the 
woman  r — Yes. 

8698.  Mr.  Milts.]  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  if  the  farmers  knew  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  they  would  probably  take  means  to  better  their  condition  ? — 
I  think  so. 

8699.  Who  generally  constitute  the  board  of  guardians  in  an  agricultural 
district  ? — Some  are  farmers  and  some  are  tradesmen. 

8700.  Do 
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8700.  Do  not  you  think  that  they  are  the  very  persons   vvlio  should   be  put  as  Mr. Mark  Crabiree. 

a  board  of  control  with  a  view  of  determining   the  situation  of  difl'erent  parties        " r~ 

whom  they  have  under  their  control,  and  at  the  same  time  of  determining  the  ^ 

amount  of  relief  that  they  should  receive  r — Yes,  if  the  guardians  do  justice. 

8701.  Did  you  understand  any  thing  of  the  operation  of  the  old  law  in  agri- 
cultural parishes  ? — Not  in  the  agricultural  parishes,  I  did  not. 

8702.  Do  you  think  that  tlie  relief  can  be  better  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
farmers  resident  in  the  parish  in  which  they  are,  than  it  can  be  left  to  the  old 
overseer  under  the  old  law  ? — I  think  it  was  very  likely  that  the  old  overseers,  if 
the  parishes  had  their  adairs  in  their  own  hands,  would  know  their  circumstances 
a  great  deal  better  than  they  are  known  now  ;  for  it  so  happens,  that  cases  have 
been  brought  before  the  board  at  Ampthill  by  some  of  the  guardians  from  the 
very  parish,  representing  the  case  as  a  very  hard  case,  and  the  chairman  has  said 
he  could  not  put  it  to  grant  out-door  relief. 

8703.  Were  you  present  at  the  board  ? — I  heard  one  of  the  guardians  say  so. 

8704.  What  is  the  name  of  that  guardian  ? —  His  name  is  Mossman,  of  Maulden. 
870,5.  So  that,  evidently,  the  cases  of  the  poor  are  not  only  represented  by  the 

guardians,  but  means  are  brought  forward  as  to  particular  modes  of  relief  by  the 
guardians? — The  guardian  said  that  there  were  several  cases  then  before  the 
board ;  that  was  on  the  Friday,  and  the  board  day  had  been  the  day  before  ;  and 
that  he  is  sure  that  if  they  had  been  put  to  the  vote,  there  would  have  been 
a  majority  in  favour  of  granting  out-door  relief  to  them  ;  but  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Overman,  could  not  put  it,  or  did  not  put  it,  as  I  understood  Mr.  Mossman  ; 
and  so  convinced  was  Mr.  Overman  of  the  distress  of  one  family,  that  he  himself 
gave  the  man  2*.  GJ.,  and  said  he  was  sorry  for  him,  but  he  could  not  open  the 
door  to  those  cases. 

8706.  Air.  Fithkn.']  Do  you  think  that  if  this  poor  man  had  been  under  the 
overseer,  as  they  were  before  the  law  was  passed,  he  would  have  obtained  some 
relief  out  of  the  workhouse? — He  vvould. 

8707.  His  children  would  have  entitled  him  to  relief,  according  to  the  system 
that  was  pursued  in  Ampthill  some  years  ago  ? — They  would. 

8708.  You  have  been  asked  about  mowing,  whether  they  do  not  earn  some- 
thing in  the  mowing  harvest;  you  are  aware  that  mowing  is  very  hard  work? 
— Yes. 

8709.  That  men,  to  follow  it  up  with  great  diligence,  require  a  great  deal  more 
nourishment  than  at  other  times? — Yes. 

8710.  Do  you  think  that  any  thing  additional  earned  in  the  mowing  harvest 
would  do  more  than  sustain  nature  in  that  difficult  work?- — I  have  heard  it  said 
to  me  that  it  would  not;  that  the  men  required  more  provisions  during  the  time 
of  mowing,  and  the  extra  wages  given  to  them  they  consumed  in  that  way. 

8711.  Mr.  Barncby.']  Is  it  the  custom  of  the  country  for  the  farmers  to  give 
their  labourers  at  that  time  any  victuals? — I  believe  it  is  in  some  farms. 

8712.  That  would  be  an  addition  to  the  sustenance  they  would  receive  by  their 
wages  alone? — Some  little,  it  would. 

8713.  Mx.  Ficldcn.']  You  said  that  the  wife  of  this  man  stated  that  lie  took 
with  him  his  proportionate  share  of  victuals  ;  did  she  give  yon  any  idea  how  the 
shares  were  allotted  to  the  diflcrent  branches  of  the  family  ?—  She  said  she  could 
not  describe  how  they  managed  to  eke  out  the  week;  it  was  impossible  for  her 
to  describe  how  they  did  live  during  the  week. 

8714.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  as  to  the  food  on  which  those  poor  people 
live  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  in  the  houses  you  have  visited? — \\c  did. 

8715.  Will  you  describe  it,  and  the  quantity  they  have  ? — The  labourers,  par- 
ticularly those  who  have  large  families, — their  living  is  chiefly  on  bread  and 
potatoes. 

87 1  ().  Do  they  have  a  sufficiency  or  not  a  sufficiency  of  that  food  ? — They  said 
that  they  had  not  a  sufiiciency. 

87 1 7.  Have  you  seen  many  of  the  labourers  yourself,  wliile  vou  have  been  down 
in  Anq)thill  ;  and  can  you  speak  to  the  appearance  of  those  labourers,  as  to 
whether  they  appear  to  be  in  health  and  strength,  fit  for  labouring  people  to  be  '^ — 
I  think,  and  I  am  sure,  that  if  they  had  more  support,  they  would  be  able  to  do 
a  better  day's  work  ;  for  some  of  their  wives  have  expressed,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  and  said,  "  If  you  would  wait  till  my  master  comes  home  at  night,  you  would 
almost  fancy  that  he  was  drunk,  for  he  staggers  at  night  when  he  has  been  working 

374-  A   3  hard 
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Mi.MaikCrahtree.  hard  during  the  day,  and  has  not  sufficient  to  support  nature,  just  as  though 

he  was  drunk." 

8  -May  1838.  S71 8.  Many  of  the  wives  of  those  poor  labourers  told  you  this  story  ? — Yes. 

8719.  CJiainfian.]  If  that  were  in  any  degree  true,  how  is  it  possible  that  the 
labourers  should  continue  to  labour  in  the  fields,  and  to  do  an  ordinary  day's  work? 
— It  is  astonishing  to  me  how  they  do  continue. 

8720.  If  labourers  are  so  exhausted  by  their  day's  work,  as,  upon  their  return  at 
night,  to  appear  like  drunken  men,  staggering  from  weakness,  do  you  believe 
that  they  can  continue  for  a  length  of  time  to  do  an  ordinary  day's  Mork  r — I 
think  they  cannot  continue  for  any  length  of  time. 

8721.  How  long  have  they  continued  to  stagger  in  this  way  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  ? — As  for  how  long,  I  cannot  say ;  it  is  so  at  the  present  time,  or  at  all 
events  when  the  statement  was  made  to  us. 

8722.  If  they  are  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  walk  steadily  home  after  their  day's 
labour,  can  they  continue  for  a  week  or  a  month  performing  the  ordinary  labour 
of  husbandry  ? — After  having  a  night's  rest,  and  a  few  more  potatoes,  it  revives 
them  a  little. 

S723.  After  having  a  night's  rest,  and  a  little  food,  they  may  be  revived  ;  but 
if  their  strength  is  so  exhausted  after  a  day's  work  that  they  are  unable  to  walk 
steadily  home,  do  you  believe,  with   the  insufficient   food   you   describe  them   to 
have,  that  they  can  continue  for  a  month  in  such  a  condition  of  health  as  to  do  an  ■ 
ordinary  days  work?— They  have  continued  for  months. 

8724.  If  they  have  continued  for  months  to  do  an  ordinary  day's  work,  do  you 
believe  that  their  strength  is  so  impaired  as  you  have  described  ? — I  do  be- 
lieve it. 

8725.  How  do  you  reconcile  tlie  fact  tliat  their  strength  is  so  impaired  tiiat  at 
the  close  of  the  day  they  are  unable  to  walk  steadily  home,  and  yet  that  they  can 
continue  for  months  to  do  the  ordinary  work  of  labourers? — I  do  not  think  that 
they  can  do  an  ordinary  day's  work  under  those  circumstances. 

8726.  Is  the  general  condition  of  the  labourers  in  the  part  of  Bedfordshire 
which  you  have  visited,  such  as  to  make  them  unable  to  do  an  ordinary  day's 
work  ( — Such  circumstances  as  I  have  described;  no  man  who  does  not  get  his  belly- 
full  of  victuals  can  do  his  work. 

[The  Question  was  read  to  the  IVitness.] 

I  said  before,  I  think,  that,  having  not  sufficient  victuals,  they  cannot  do  a  day's 
work. 

8727.  Do  they  not  do  a  day's  work  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? — A  great  many 
cannot  do  it,  for  they  have  not  sufficient  victuals. 

8728.  Do  you  believe  that  many  of  the  people  in  the  Ampthill  Union  are  pre- 
vented from  doing  an  ordinary  day's  work  by  an  insufficiency  of  food  ? — I  do 
believe  it. 

8729.  Do  you  believe  that  John  Sissiek,  whose  food  and  appearance  you  have 
described,  from  the  report  of  his  wife,  to  be  one  of  those  cases? — I  do. 

8730.  How  happens  it  that  the  farmer  should  continue  to  give  him  9s.  a  week,  and 
give  him  lodging  three  or  four  nights  in  a  week  in  his  own  house,  if  he  is  unable 
to  do  an  ordinary  days  work? — Perhaps  it  might  be  that  he  has  a  little  respect 
for  the  man,  and  that  that  makes  him  keep  him  at  his  house. 

8731.  Do  you  believe  that  the  farmer  would  continue  to  employ  a  labourer  at 
the  usual  wages,  and  give  him  accommodation  three  or  four  nights  in  the  week 
in  his  house,  if  that  man  was  not  in  a  condition  to  do  an  ordinary  days  work? — 
I  cannot  say  what  a  farmer  would  do ;  he  has  kept  him  on  till  now. 

8732.  At  the  usual  wages? — Nine  shillings  a  week. 

8733.  Is  that  the  usual  wages  of  the  country  ? — Generally. 

8734.  How  long  has  he  been  employed  for  this  farmer  ? — That  I  cannot 
speak  to. 

873,3.  Do  you  believe  that  the  farmer  would  have  continued  to  employ  this 
man  in  the  way  you  have  described,  if  he  could  not  do  an  ordinary  day "s  work  ? — 
I  cannot  tell  \\  hat  that  farmer  would  do. 

8736.  Mr.  Bfirnebi/.]  Do  you  believe  that  this  is  the  general  appearance  of  the 
labouring  population  in  Bedfordshire? — A  great  many  of  their  appearances  do 
not  look  very  well. 

S737.  Then  though  you  cannot  give  an  answer  to  the  question,  whether  the 
farmer  who  emplovs  this  individual  keeps  him  out  of  charity  or  not ;  do  you  believe 

it 
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it  is  the  practice  of  the  farmers  in   Bedfordshire  to  keep  persons  who  are  unable  '^h.MaikCraitrte. 

to  do  an  ordinary  day's  work,  paying  them  the  usual  wages  of  the  country  ? — A       — 

great  many  of  them  do.  8  May  i£38. 

8738.  Chairman.']  Do  you  believe  that  a  great  many  of  the  farmers  in  Bed- 
fordshire keep  labourers  in  their  constant  employ  who  cannot  do  an  ordinary 
day's  work? — I  believe  they  do. 

8739.  You  having  been  for  some  time  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  poor 
in  Bedfordshire,  have  you  any  instance  that  you  can  produce  in  which  it  has  been 
the  practice  of  a  farmer  to  give  a  labourer  the  usual  wages,  the  labourer  not  giv- 
ing the  usual  return  for  those  wages  ? — I  do  not  think  the  farmer  knows  it  at  the 
time. 

8740.  Do  not  you  think  the  farmer  is  a  very  good  judge  of  what  is  the  usual 
amount  of  labour  that  may  be  required  from  a  labourer,  in  an  ordinary  state  of 
health  ? — I  think  he  ought  to  be  a  judge. 

8741.  Is  it  not  essential  to  his  interest  that  he  should  be  a  judge  in  that  mat- 
ter r — It  is. 

8742.  Is  it  not  the  practice  of  his  whole  life  to  watch  over  these  particulars, 
and  form  his  judgment  upon  them  ? — Yes. 

8743.  Then  if  that  is  the  case,  do  you  believe  it  to  be  the  practice  of  farmers 
in  Bedfordshire  to  give  their  labourers  the  usual   wages  of  the  country,   without 

.requiring  in  return  the  usual  amount  of  labour  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  they 
give  it  without  requiring  it,  but  I  do  believe  that  there  is  many  a  one  works  for  a 
master,  that  has  not  sufficient  victuals,  that  are  not  able  to  do  an  ordinary  day's 
work. 

8744.  You  say  you  do  not  know  whether  the  farmers  require  an  ordinary  day's 
labour  ;  do  you  believe  that  the  farmer  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  the  usual  wages, 
unless  he  receives  in  return  the  usual  amount  of  labour  from  the  labourer  'I — That 
I  cannot  tell ;  I  am  not  with  the  labourers,  and  I  cannot  say  whether  he  does 
receive  that  amount  of  labour  or  not. 

8745.  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  farmer,  with  a  view  to  his  own  interest, 
and  the  common  practice  of  agriculture,  should  be  in  the  habit  of  giving  his 
labourers  the  usual  wages  of  the  country,  and  not  receive  the  usual  average  return 
from  the  labourers? — I  do  not  know  whether  he  would  continue  to  do  it  if  he 
knew  it. 

8746.  Does  he  not  know  ;  is  he  not  a  judge  of  what  is  the  usual  average  work  ? 
— Yes  ;  but  if  there  be  four  or  half  a  dozen  men  working  together,  perhaps  at  one 
job,  how  can  he  tell  whether  one  of  them  has  done  a  day's  work  or  not. 

8747.  Suppose  four  labourers  to  be  working  together  upon  a  job,  is  not  a  farmer 
a  good  judge  of  how  much  of  that  may  be  performed  in  a  day  or  a  week  ? — He 
might  be;  but  it  so  happens  that  frequently  young  men  are  working  with  married 
men ;  those  young  men  arc  very  often  in  a  better  condition  to  do  a  day's  work 
than  a  man  with  four  or  five  children. 

8748.  You  believe  the  practice  to  be,  when  three  or  four  men  are  working 
together,  that  the  young  men  do  a  share  of  the  elder  men's  work: — I  have  heard 
them  say  so. 

8749.  Do  you  think  that  the  labourers  would  long  continue  to  work  upon  those 
unequal  terms,  one  labourer  not  only  doing  his  own  work,  but  the  work  of  some 
labourers  employed  with  him: — I  have  heard  them  complain  often,  while  I  have 
been  in  Bedfordshire,  of  that. 

8750.  Which  party  have  you  heard  complain,  the  labourer  who  docs  more  than 
his  share,  or  the  other? — The  young  man. 

87.51.  Who  compels  a  labourer  to  do  more  than  his  share  of  work? — I  do  not 
know  that  any  man  compels  him  to  do  more  than  his  share  of  work,  but  I  have 
heard  them  complain  that  they  did  more  work  than  the  married  men,  and  at  the 
same  time  did  not  receive  so  much  wasfes. 

8752.  Have  you  heard  any  young  men  say  that  they  have  been  employed  with 
married  men  upon  the  same  job  of  work,  and  at  the  same  time  working  together, 
that  they  did  more  work  tliun  the  married  men  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  heard  them  say  so. 

8753.  Uo  you  believe  that  that  is  a  practice  which  has  continued  for  any  time? 
— How  long  it  has  continued  I  did  not  ask,  but  I  know  that  they  have  complained 
of  late  while  we  have  made  inquiries. 

8754.  It  has  been  said  that  the  amount  of  task-work  in  the  Ampthill  Union 
has  considerably  increased;  did  you  find  that  to  be  the  case? — I  did.  in  some 
cases. 

374-  A  4  S755.  Did 
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Mr.  Mark  Crabiree.       875.5.  Did  you  find  that  any  of  those  married  men  were  employed  upon  task- 

work  ? — Some  of  them  are. 

8  May  1838.  S7.56.   Do  you  know  whether  Sissick  was    employed  at   all   in   task-work? — I 

do  not. 

8757.  Did  you  find  any  instances  in  which  the  married  men,  being  employed 
upon  ta.sk-work,  were  unable  to  perform  the  same  amount  of  work  that  they  did 
three  or  fuiir  years  ago? — Some  of  them  are. 

8758.  But  men  of  the  same  sort  of  age,  did  you  find  that  they  were  unable 
now,  as  you  believe  from  insufficiency  of  food,  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work 
that  they  did  a  few  years  ago? — I  stated  the  circumstances  that  had  been  repre- 
sented to  me,  that  their  husbands  were  not  in  a  condition  to  do  so  much  work  as 
before. 

8759.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  said  Ijy  the  farmers ;  did  you  ever  hear  any 
farmer  say  that  such  is  the  condition  of  tiie  labourers  health,  generally,  that  he 
is  not  able  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  that  he  was  three  or  four  years  ago? — 
I  have  not  heard  a  farmer  say  so. 

8760.  Have  yoti  asked  the  question  of  the  farmers  r — I  never  did. 

8761.  When  this  impression  was  upon  your  mind,  should  you  not  have  thought 
it  a  very  natural  cjuestion  to  ask  of  the  farmers,  whether  it  was  a  correct  impres- 
sion?— I  mfide  many  inquiries  of  the  farmers  about  the  married  men  and  the 
single  men,  and  they  have  said  that  the  young  men  are  able  to  do  more  work  than 
the  married  men. 

[The  Question  was  read  to  the  Witness.'] 

I  did  ask  them  that  much  (that  I  have  said  before,)  with  respect  to  young  men. 

87C2.  You  being  under  the  impression  that  the  labourers  in  that  part  of  Bed- 
fordshire were  suffering  in  their  health  and  strengtli  from  an  insufficiency  of  food, 
did  you  ever  ask  any  one  farmer,  and  if  so,  name  the  farmer,  whether  the 
labourers  of  the  same  age  were  now  able  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  that 
they  were  able  to  do  three  or  four  years  ago? — I  never  did. 

8763.  You  having  gone  into  this  part  of  the  country  a  good  deal,  did  you 
observe  any  thing  in  the  general  appearance  of  the  people  which  indicates  to  you 
that  they  are  in  a  state  of  healtli  inferior  to  that  of  the  same  class  of  persons  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  ? — I  should  think  a  great  number  of  them  look  worse 
than  they  do  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

8764.  You  found  some  persons  there,  as  in  all  neighbourhoods,  weak  and  old, 
and  some  past  labour,  but,  generally  speaking,  taking  the  labourer  from  30  to  40 
years  of  age,  when  he  may  be  supposed  to  be  in  his  prime;  should  you  say  that 
the  appearance  of  that  class  of  labourers  was  different  from  that  of  labourers  in 
any  other  part  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — No,  I  do  not  know  that  it  makes 
so  much  difference  in  their  appearance. 

8765.  Then  if  this  insufiiciency  of  food  is  not  indicated  by  any  thing  re- 
markable in  their  appearance,  and  if  you  have  not  ascertained  from  the  farmers 
that  they  are  unable  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  that  they  could  two  or  three 
years  ago,  how  do  you  substantiate  the  statement  you  made  in  the  former  part  of 
3'our  evidence  ? — I  go  by  what  has  been  stated  to  me  by  the  wives  of  the 
labourers,  and  likewise  in  describing  what  quantity  of  food  they  have  to  live  on 
during  the  week. 

87G6.  Mr.  Fieldcn.']  I  gathered  from  your  answer  that  you  think  it  is  neces- 
sary that  working  people  should  have  a  sufficiency  of  food  to  enable  them  to 
sustain  labour? — I  do. 

87G7.  From  the  manner  in  which  you  have  ascertained  that  the  people  live  in 
Bedfordshire,  you  think  that  they  have  not  that  sufficiency  of  food  to  enable  them 
to  do  a  hard  day's  work  ? — I  am  quite  sure  of  it. 

87(38.  Have  you  seen  numbers  whom  you  have  reason  to  believe,  and  are  con- 
vinced, could  not  do  a  fair  day's  work? — It  is  my  opinion. 

87C9.  May  it  not  be  the  case  that  those  labourers,  though  they  are  kept  on  at 
this  employment,  and  exert  themselves  to  tlie  utmost,  are  wearing  out  their  consti- 
tutions by  the  labour  they  do  perform  ? — They  are. 

8770.  Have  you  any  doubt  tliat  there  are  a  great  number  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  who  are  fast  wearing  away,  from  having  food  insufficient  to  enable  them  to 
sustain  a  day's  work? — They  have  not.  I  will  give  an  instance  :  when  I  was  in 
the  parish  of  Lidlington,  I  saw  some  half  a  score,  I  think,  I  did  not  count  the 
number,  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  men  working  in  a  field  ;  I  inquired  whose  men 

th?y 
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they  were  ;  they  said  tliey  were  working  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ;  wc  had  been  Mr.  Ma;  A  Crahtn 

then  two  months  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  never  met  one  single  labourer       g",,       „~ 

who  said  that  he  was  better  off  since  the  passing  of  the  law;   1  thought  the  Duke  ^y  *  .!  • 

of  Bedford's  men  would  be  the  likeliest  to  pick  out  of  the  lot,  and  that  we  could 

then  say  we  had  found  one ;  1  went  to  them,  and  asked  them,  in  the  course  of 

conversation,  if  they  were   not  better  off  than   they  had  been  before,  since  the 

passing  of  the  new  law  ;  they  said  they  were  not.     1  asked,  "  IIow   is  it  you  are 

not  better  off?"    "  We  are  a  good  deal  worse  ;  before  the  passing  of  the  new  law 

we  used  to  have  head-money  for  our  families  ;  and  we  were  told  by  those  advocates 

of  the  new  law,  that  when  the  law  was  passed,  wages  would  increase  in  proportion, 

but  it  has  never  yet  been  the  case.     We  have  10*.  a  week  now,  and  we  had  lOi'. 

a  week  then  ;"  so  that  there  is  no  difTcrence  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  men.      One 

among.st  the  rest  said,  "  No,  I  am  not  much  better  off  than  I  wa.s  before;  and  it 

is  now  dinner  time,  and  I  have  to  go  home,  but  there  will  be  no  dinner;  if  you 

will    go   to  my  house  you  will  find  that  there  is  nothing  but  Avater,  and   perhaps 

a  little  salt."     I  asked  the  man  where  he  lived  ;  he  told  me  ;   I  went  to  his  house 

b»fore  him,  and  found  his  dinner  upon  the  table  waiting  for  him,  and  it  was  cold 

water  and  a  little  salt ;  there  was  not  a  bit  of  bread  in  the  house,  for  I  searched 

the  house.     I  went  up-stairs  after  that,  and  looked  at  the  beds,  and  they  had  no 

blankets,  nothing  but  straw  to  lie  upon.     Now  that  man,  it  strikes  me  very  forcibly, 

would  not  be  able,  after  going  away  from   his   house,  having  nothing   but  water 

and  salt  for  his  dinner,  to  do  a  day's  work. 

8771.  Chairman.^  You  have  not  answered  the  question. 

[The  previous  Question  was  read.] 

I  said,  I  did  think  so,  and  I  would  give  an  instance  of  the  cause  of  my  thinkino-so. 

8772.  You  have  no  doubt  that  several  people  are  wearing  away  in  the  Ampthill 
Union,  from  insufficiency  of  food  ? — I  have  not. 

8773.  Mr.  Frcshjicld.]  But  you  do  not  observe  any  thing  remarkable  in  the 
appearance  of  the  people? — ^The  chairman  asked  me  whether  1  saw  any  difference 
between  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  and 
I  said  I  could  not  perceive  any  ditlerence. 

8774.  Mr.  Banic/ji/.]  You  have  stated  the  case  of  a  certain  individual  who,  you 
say,  had  nothing  but  cold  water  and  salt  for  his  dinner  ;  do  you  believe  that  to  be 
the  case  of  a  great  number  of  labourers  who  have  not  sufficient  nourishment? — 
A  great  number  have  nothing  but  water  and  bread  for  their  dinner. 

'^775-  Mr.  Chichester.']  What  is  the  name  of  this  individual  ? — Reed. 

877(i.  In  what  place  did  he  live? — Ridgmont. 

8777.  What  were  his  wages? — Ten  shillings. 

8778.  What  was  his  family? — I  believe  there  were  seven  children. 

8779.  Mr.  .■17/7c'i'.]  What  was  Reed's  appearance  at  that  time?— I  did  not  per- 
ceive much  dillerence  between  him  and  the  rest. 

8780.  Did  you  know  him  before? — I  did  not. 

8781.  Had  you  been  at  all  acquainted  with  Bedfordshire  before  you  were  sent 
down  there  ? —  1  had  not. 

8782.  Then  you  did  not  know  what  the  condition  of  the  body  of  labourers  was 
before  you  were  sent  down  ? — I  did  not. 

8783.  How  then  can  you  draw  a  comparison  l)ctwcen  their  present  state  and 
their  former? — I  cannot;  I  can  only  speak  to  their  condition  as  I  found  them. 

8784.  You  state  that  their  condition  is  not  so  good  now  as  it  was  formerly  ? 
— Accord mg  to  the  statements,  it  is  not. 

878,5.  But  you  arc  not  able  yourself  to  draw  a  comparison  ? — I  am  not,  for 
years  back. 

8786.  Would  not  persons  living  in  the  country  be  able  to  form  a  comparison 
very  much  better  than  yourself? — 1  should  think  they  would. 

8787.  M\\  Chichester.]  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  neighbourhood? — 
Three  months. 

8788.  yiT.Buniehii.]  In  what  union  was  this  man  residing? — I  believe  it  was 
in  the  Union  of  Woburn. 

8789.  Have  you  any  case  of  that  kind  that  you  could  mention  in  the  Ampthill 
Union?— He  happened  to  be  working  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill,  but  not  resident 
in  it. 

8790.  Chairman.]  \i\  what  parish  was  he  working  ?— The  parish  of  l.idlingfon. 
374-  1^  S79i.*This 


10      MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

Mr.MarkCmbiree.       8791.  This  man  you  describe  to  be  working  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford,   at  10*. 

*  a  week  ' — Yes  ;  but  the  whole  of  the  men  stated  that  they  had  their  tools  to  find 

8M.v,838.        out  of  that. 

8792.  How  long  had  he  been  working  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ? — Five  years. 
87Q3.  Always  at  the  same  wages? — I  believe  he  stated  that. 
87q4.  Always  dining  on  salt  and  water ? — No;  because  he  said  his  circum- 
stances were  made  much  worse ;  he  used  to  have  head-money. 

8795.  But  since  he  had  lost  his  head-money,  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
dinino-  on  salt  and  water? — Not  always  ;  that  was  Friday,  and  he  would  get  his 
wages  on  Saturday,  which  would  give  him  something  for  the  fore  end  of  the 
next  week. 

8796.  But  on  Friday  he  always  dined  on  salt  and  water  ? — He  did  not  say  that 
always  on  Friday  he  dined  on  salt  and  water,  but  it  was  the  case  that  day. 

8797.  Do  you  believe  that  this  man  would  continue  for  five  years,  or  for  the 
two  years  and  a  half  that  have  elapsed  since  the  introduction  of  the  new  law  into 
Ampthill,  and  since  the  head-money  has  been  withdrawn  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  families,  to  be  employed  at  10s.  a  week  wages,  if  he  were  not  able  to  do  an 
ordinary  day's  labour? — That  I  cannot  say. 

8798.  Do  you  believe  it,  with  your  experience  in  life,  and  having  passed  three 
months  now  amongst  the  farmers  and  the  labourers  of  Bedfordshire,  that  this  man 
would  have  continued  to  receive  10,?.  a  week  wages,  if  he  had  not  been  able  to 
do  an  ordinary  day's  work  ? — I  cannot  say  whether  he  would  or  would  not ;  but  I  do 
know  that  he  has  been  since  turned  away  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  whether 
on  that  account  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

8700.  But  for  five  years  he  was  working  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ? — Yes. 

8800.  Had  he  been  working  for  the  five  last  years  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ? — 
So  he  stated. 

8801.  And  therefore  he  must  have  been  working  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  for 
the  two  years  and  a  half  since  the  head-money  has  been  withdrawn  ? — I  do  not 
know  how  long  the  head-money  has  been  withdrawn ;  that  is  the  statement  he 
made  to  me. 

8802.  You  do  not  know  when  the  allowance  on  account  of  children  was 
withdrawn  ? — Not  exactly. 

8803.  It  had  been  withdrawn  at  least  for  some  time  above  a  year,  had  it  not? 
— Yes. 

8804.  Do  you  believe  if  this  man  had  been  reduced  to  such  distress  as  to  be 
obliged  to  dine  frequently  on  salt  and  water,  that  his  strength  would  be  such  as 
to  insure  to  him  the  average  wages  of  the  country? — When  a  man  cannot  do  a 
good  day's  work,  the  master  does  not  think  fit  to  give  him  as  much  as  if  he  can  ; 
but  if  the  master  feels  for  the  man,  he  continues  to  employ  him. 

8805.  Do  you  believe  that  with  10,?.  a  week  wages,  a  man  cannot  provide 
himself  with  the  necessaries  of  life  ? — Not  with  a  family  like  his. 

8806.  What  was  his  family? — I  have  no  account  exactly  of  the  number  of  the 
family  ;   I  know  that  he  had  cither  six  or  seven  children. 

8807.  Do  you  know  the  ages  of  the  children? — The  oldest  is  IG  years  of  age. 

8808.  The' man  was  earning  10,?.  a  week  ;  do  you  know  what  his  wife  would 
be  able  to  earn  ? — She  was  not  able  to  earn  any  thing,  because  she  had  a  little 
baby  in  her  arms,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  to  look  after. 

8809.  Had  she  been  able  to  earn  any  thing  in  the  straw-plaiting  or  lace-making 
durino-  the  last  five  years? — I  believe  she  is  not  a  plaiter  ;  whether  she  is  a  lace- 
maker  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

8810.  Do  you  know  whether  she  has  earned  any  thing? — I  do  not. 

881 1.  You  undertaking  to  represent  the  circumstances  of  this  family,  did  you 
inquire  whether  the  wife  either  plaited  straw,  or  made  lace,  and  what  she  earned 
at  either  of  those  occupations?— I  remember  now  that  I  asked  what  she  earned, 
and  what  the  children  earned,  and  she  said  she  could  not  do  any  thing;  she  used 
to  make  lace,  but  now  she  could  not  do  any  thing. 

8812.  What  did  the  children  earn?— The  oldest  would  earn  \s.  Gd.  a  week  by 
lace-making. 

8813.  That  must  be  added  to  the  wages  ;  that  makes  11*.  6d.  a  week;  what  is 
the  age  of  the  next  child? — The  next  child  was  14. 

8814.  A  boy  or  a  girl  ? — A  girl ;  she  said  she  would  make  about  \5d. 

8815.  What  would  the  next  earn?— The  next  would  earn  1  5.  ;  the  other  child 
did  not  do  much,  and  what  she  did  would  not  pay  more  than  for  schooling. 

88 1  (i.  That 
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8816.  That  makes  13*.  9cl.  for  that  family  ;  do  you  believe  that  with  an  income  jiU.Mark  Crubu 

of  13  s.  9</.,  taking  their  income  to  be  what  you  state  it  to  be,  with  the  advantage       

of  higher  wages  at  harvest,  and  at  particular  seasons  of  the  year,  thatfamily  would  8  May  1838. 
not  be  able  to  provide  themselves  with  the  decent  comforts  of  life  ;  is  that  your 

opinion  r — I  think  it  is  too  little. 

8817.  IIow  would  you  propose  that  that  should  be  increased  ? — Well,  I  think 
the  man,  for  instance,  has  too  little  wages. 

8818.  How  would  you  propose  to  increase  his  wages  ? — By  giving  him  more. 

8819.  How  would  you  induce  people  to  give  him  more? — That  would  be 
a  task  that  I  should  be  sorry  to  undertake,  for  I  should  have  a  hard  job  to  induce 
them  to  give  more. 

8820.  Mr.  Barneby.']  You  stated  that  the  strength  of  the  labourers  was  very 
much  decreased,  and  consequently  that  their  lives  were  shortened,  and  that  their 
wages  would  not  afford  them  a  sufficiency  of  food  r  —  1  do  think  they  are  de- 
clining. 

8821.  Are  you  aware  of  the  wages  that  persons  receive  in  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts ? — Yes. 

8822.  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  certain  manufactories  persons  receive  a  very 
high  amount  of  wages  on  account  of  the  work  they  do,  and  that  their  lives  are 
notoriously  of  shorter  duration  than  the  labourers  of  agricultural  districts? — To 
those  who  are  confined  in  factories  it  is  as  injurious  as  those  who  are  short  of 
victuals;  that  is  my  opinion, —  having  to  work  such  long  hours. 

8823.  And  therefore  the  labourers  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill,  although  you  say 
they  have  not  a  sufficiency  of  food,  yet  live  to  a  greater  age  than  persons,  who 
receive  a  higher  amount  of  wa^es,  in  the  manufacturing:  districts? — I  am  not 
aware  what  ages  they  live  to  in  the  agricultural  districts. 

8824.  Did  you  not  tell  the  Committee,  in  answer  to  a  former  question,  that 
you  believed  persons  were  shorter  lived  in  some  of  the  manufacturing  districts, 
in  consequence  of  the  labour  that  they  do  ?  —  I  do  not  recollect  saying  so  ;  I  said 
that  it  was  as  injurious  to  work  long  hours  in  factories  as  to  persons  to  be  short 
of  victuals. 

8825.  And  therefore  that  those  persons  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  though 
receiving  higher  wages,  are  not  in  a  better  situation  than  those  whom  you  have 
described  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ? — Their  circumstances  are  better,  but  with 
regard  to  health  I  do  not  think  they  are  any  better. 

8826.  And  that  they  are  not  longer  lived  ? — No,  not  those  who  Avork  in 
factories. 

8827.  Mr.  Lichkll.^  Did  you  find,  in  your  inquiries  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill, 
any  of  the  labouring  classes  who  declared  that  their  condition  was  materially 
improved,  or  the  wages  of  labour  augmented,  by  the  introduction  of  the  new 
Poor  Law  ? — They  stated  that  that  had  not  been  the  case. 

8828.  Mr.  Ficlden.]  Did  not  many  of  them  state,  in  the  case  of  Reed  and  other 
labourers,  that  you  met  with  in  that  field,  that  their  condition  had  grown  worse 
since  the  Poor  Law  had  come  into  operation  ? — Yes. 

8829.  Did  not  Reed's  telling  you  that  he  had  only  salt  and  water  for  his 
dinner,  induce  you  to  go  to  his  house  prior  to  his  getting  there  r — Yes. 

8830.  Did  Reed  come  home  while  you  were  there? — Yes. 

8831.  Did  his  wife  tell  you  the  same  story,  that  he  had  nothing  but  salt  and 
water  for  his  dinner  ? — She  did. 

8832.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Reed  subsisted  upon  salt  and  water  chiefly  ? 
— I  did  not  mean  that. 

8833.  Have  you  not  known,  in  other  places  besides  Bedfordshire,  poor  people 
who  sometimes  for  a  day  together  have  been  altogether  destitute  of  victuals  ? — 
1  have. 

8834.  You  examined  the  house  of  Reed  when  you  got  there,  to  see  whether 
there  were  any  victuals  in  the  house? — I  did. 

8835.  Did  you,  from  that  examination,  conclude  that  he  had  no  victuals  in  his 
house  wherewith  he  could  support  himsell  for  that  day  ? — I  was  quite  sure  of  it. 

8836.  A  question  has  been  put  to  you  as  to  the  income  of  Reed,  and  you  have 
stated  it  to  be  13cV.  9(L  a  week  ;  you  state  Heed's  family  to  amount  to  eight  or  nine 
persons;  do  you  conceive  13^-.  DJ.  will  support  nine  persons?  Can  you  yourself 
imagine  that  that  is  sufficient,  at  the  price  at  which  provisions  sell  in  Bedfordshire, 
to  support  a  poor  man  and  his  family,  of  any  magnitude? — I  am  quite  sure  that 

374 •  c  2  it 
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Mr. Murk  Craltrce.  it  is  not  siifficiont.     Since  the  passino;'  of  tlic  new  law  tlicre  has  been  an  advance 

— in  the  price  of  bread  ;    that  makes  tlieir  circumstances  considerably  worse. 

8  May  1838.  SS37.  The  income  of  this  family,  according  to  the  statement  you  have  made 

out,  will  not  amount  to  more  than  2  ^  d.  or  2  J  rf.  per  head  per  day  ;  out  of  that  they 
have  their  rent  to  pay,  their  fuel  to  purchase,  and  many  out-goings,  besides  food, 
which  are  unavoidable  ?— They  have. 

SS38.  Then,  can  it  be  any  wonder  that  they  should  occasionally  be  without 
food  on  certain  days  of  the  week  ? — They  are  obliged  to  be  without  food  ;  for  it 
is  no  use,  they  say,  llieir  getting  credit,  because  they  cannot  see  when  they  will 
be  able  to  pay  for  it. 

883().  But  this  man  himself,  and  others  whom  you  conversed  with,  accounted 
for  their  impoverished  condition  being  greater  than  it  was  before  the  new  law, 
from  the  head-money  having  been  withdrawn? — It  was  their  statement. 

8840.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  with  the  same  wages  and  head-money  besides, 
those  poor  people  would  have  had  more  money  for  subsistence  every  day? — They 
would. 

8841.  Mr.  C/iichcstcr-l  Were  the  labourers  aware  for  what  purpose  you  came 
into  that  part  of  the  world  ? — I  do  not  know  that  they  were ;  I  had  never  .seen 
them  before,  and  1  do  not  know  that  they  had  seen  me. 

8542.  Not  speaking  of  the  particular  labourers  in  that  field,  but  of  the  labourers 
generally  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — We  never  said  to  them  what  our  object  was ; 
we  asked  them  their  circumstances,  and  what  wages  they  had,  and  what  they 
used  to  have  ;  and  wished  them  lo  state  to  us  how  they  were  situated. 

8543.  Did  you  make  much  inquiry  amongst  their  employers  about  them? — In 
some  instances  we  did. 

8844.  Mr.  Fieldot.^  Have  you  seen  the  tabular  statements  that  have  been  put 
in  by  Air.  Turner,  in  which  a  comparison  is  made  of  their  condition  before  the 
new  law  with  what  it  is  now? — I  have. 

8S45.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that,  if  he  is  correct,  those  men  are  reduced, 
as  shown  in  those  comparative  statements  ? — Yes. 

8846.  And  if  you  are  not  correct,  there  is  a  mode  of  obtaining  a  correct 
account? — There  is,  if  persons  will  go  and  take  the  same  pains  and  the  same 
trouble  as  we  have  done,  and  bring  up  tabular  statements  in  the  manner  that  we 
have  done  ;  if  we  are  found  not  correct,  we  are  willing  to  be  set  right. 

8847.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  many  of  the  labourers  whose  names  you  have 
given  in  those  returns  would  be  willing  to  come  up  here  as  witnesses,  and  to 
make  their  statements  to  the  Committee  ?— They  readily  would  come,  if  they 
were  sent  for. 

8848.  And  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  at  the  truth? — I  should  think 
not ;  the  Committee  can  send  for  those  persons,  if  they  think  it  right,  and  they  will 
state  ttieir  circumstances. 

8849.  Have  not  you  heard  from  the  farmers  that  the  poor  are  worse  off  than 
they  were  before  the  new  law  ? — I  have  heard  many  of  the  farmers  say  so. 

8850.  The  conjoint  statements  of  the  farmers  and  labourers  together,  leave  no 
doubt  in  your  mind  that  that  is  the  fact? — Not  a  bit. 

SS.^i.  Mr.  Banichi/.]  Do  you  allude  to  the  majority  of  farmers,  or  to  a  few 
individuals? — Tlie  farmers  that  we  have  conversed  with. 

8852.  Did  you  select  them  on  purpose,  because  you  knew  them  to  be  adverse 
to  the  present  Poor  Law? — No  ;  when  we  fell  into  their  company  we  introduced 
the  subject,  and  asked  their  opinions. 

8853.  Mr.  Chichester.']  Did  you  submit  to  them  your  plan  for  benefiting  the 
labourers? — No,  I  do  not  know  that  we  submitted  any  plan. 

8854.  Mr.  Barneby.']  Will  you  state  the  names  of  farmers  with  whom  you  had 
conversation,  and  who  have  expressed  this  opinion  to  you  ? — I  could  name  some. 

88,55.  Will  you  give  half  a  dozen  ? — I  will  give  you  the  name  of  Mr.  Iliff,  in 
the  parish  of  Marston ;  the  name  of  Mr.  Lyon,  in  the  same  parish  ;  Mr.  Webb,  of 
the  same  parish,  but  he  lives  in  Ampthill ;   his  farm  is  in  the  parish  of  Marston. 

8856.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  Mr.  Iliff  said  to  you,  relative  to 
the  labourers  being  worse  off  than  they  were  before  the  passing  of  the  present  Poor 
Law  Act? — He  alluded  to  the  head-money  being  taken  off;  they  used  to  have 
head-money  according  to  the  number  of  their  families  ;  and  he  alluded  to  the 
out-door  relief  in  case  of  a  man  being  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  not  having 
medical  assistance,  as  they  used  to  have. 

8857.  Have  you  known  any  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  has  been  less 

given 
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given  now  than  formerly;  or  did  Mr.  IlifT  tell  you  of  any  cases  of  neglect  ? —  ^Ir.MarkCrahtrtt. 
1  think  that  Mr.  Tui'ner  has  given  in  cases  ;   Mr.  Iliff  mentioned  the  case  of  Bar-        ■■ 
nard  Chappel,  that  had  been  neglected,  and  had  not  the  medical  assistance  which       8  May  1838. 
he  should  have  had. 

SSfjS.  Do  you  know  what  sized  farm  Mr.  Iliff  has  in  his  occupation? — Not 
exactly  ;  something  short  of  one  hundred  acres,  I  believe;  I  do  not  recollect  that 
I  asked  him  the  size  of  his  farm. 

8859.  What  did  Mr.  Lyons  state  to  you  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the 
poor  persons  were  worse  off  now  than  before  the  passing  of  the  Act? — He  gave 
the  same  reasons  as  Mr.  Iliff;  they  were  both  together  at  the  time ;  he  corroborated 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Iliff,  and  likewise  made  use  of  similar  words. 

88C0.  If  I  understand  you  correctly,  the  objections  made  by  those  parties  are 
to  the  mode  in  which  relief  is  administered  now,  and  not  to  the  quantity  of  relief 
that  is  administered? — They  find  fault  with  the  mode  of  administering  it. 

8861.  Have  any  expressed  to  you  an  opinion  that  they  receive  a  less  quantity 
of  relief,  where  relief  is  necessary,  than  they  did  formerly  ? — They  have  stated 
that  frequently. 

88G2.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Webb  is  a  farmer  entirely,  or  has  he  any  other 
occupation  ? — He  is  a  publican,  I  believe. 

88G3.  Does  he  keep  more  than  one  public-house? — I  believe  he  does. 

8864.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  in  any  employment  before  the  passing  of 
this  new  Poor  Law  ? — I  do  not  know  as  to  his  employment ;  he  was  a  farmer. 

S865.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  an  assistant-overseer? — I  believe  he  was. 

8866.  Was  he  paid  for  it  ? — I  do  not  know  ;   I  did  not  ask  him. 

8867.  If  a  person  was  an  assistant-overseer,  prior  to  the  pa.ssing  of  this  Act, 
and  kept  public-houses  when,  it  is  said,  labourers  frequented  public-houses,  this 
j)erson  might  have  some  reason  to  complain  of  tlie  new  law? — I  do  not  believe 
Mr.  Webb  to  be  a  man  who  would  like  the  labourers  to  spend  their  money  at 
p\iblic-houses ;  Mr.  Webb  did  not  complain  on  that  account  to  me. 

8868.  Would  there  not  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  motive  by  which  he  was 
influenced  in  any  opinion  he  might  give  against  the  new  Poor  Law,  because  pre- 
viously he  was  an  assistant  paid  overseer,  and  also  kept  two  public-houses  ? — I  do 
not  know  that  it  would  make  any  dificrence  to  him;  it  might  to  some  people  ; 
they  might  think  they  could  make  a  trifle  more  from  the  labourers,  if  they  had 
more  relief. 

886f).  Evidence  coming  from  a  person  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Webb  would 
be  looked  upon  with  suspicion,  would  it  not  ? — I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Webb  was 
influenced  by  tliat. 

8870.  Would  you  place  so  much  credit  upon  the  evidence  of  a  person  who 
had  been,  under  the  old  law,  an  assistant-overseer  and  kept  two  public-houses,  as 
uj)nn  the  evidence  of  an  individual  who  had  not  any  of  those  temptations  ? — I  do 
not  know  ;  I  should  certainly  look  with  suspicion  upon  a  man  who  is  giving 
evidence,  or  an  opinion,  that  is  interested  in  it ;  so  I  do  with  the  Commissioners 
that  are  examined. 

8871.  Is  not  Mr.  Webb  one  of  those  persons  who  would  be  interested  in  it  ?  — 
He  might  be  interested  if,  under  the  old  law,  he  received  a  salary  as  assistant- 
over.seer;  but  we  are  not  to  look  with  suspicion  upon  a  man,  because  he  has  a 
salary. 

8872.  Mr.  Fichkn.]  If  Mr.  Webb  acted  the  part  of  an  overseer  before  the 
passing  of  this  new  law,  was  he  not  likely  to  be  a  competent  person  to  state 
whether  the  lal)Ourer's  condition  luid  improved  or  not  under  the  new  law  ? — I 
thought  he  was  a  very  likely  person. 

8873.  His  knowledge  of  the  poor  before,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  poor  now, 
constitute  him  a  good  judge  of  whether  their  condition  has  been  improved  or 
otherwise? — I  thought  him  as  likely  a  man  to  know  the  condition  of  the  poor  as 
any  that  I  could  apply  to. 

8874.  Mr.  B(i!-/ic/jy.]  Are  you  aware  whether  he  was  assistant-overseer  for  more 
than  that  one  parish  r — I  am  not  aware  ;  I  never  asked  him. 

8875.  Mr.  Jlilcs.]  Were  you  resident  at  his  house  during  the  inquiry? — I 
was  not. 

8876.  Did  he  say  whether  his  trade,  as  a  publican,  had  fallen  off  since  the  new 
law  ? — He  did  not. 

8877.  Did  you  think  it  necessary  to  ask  him  the  question' — I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  inquire  into  it. 

374.  B3  8878.  If 
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t.U.MarkCiabiicc.       8878.  If  his  trade  had  fallen  off  since  tlic  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Ainend- 
ment  Act,  would   he  not  have  been  rather  interested   in  the  question  ? — I  do  not 
»  I  lay  1  3. .       J^now  that  it  has  fallen  off,  for  it  happens  that  in  the  Commissioners'  Report  they 
say  there  is  as  much  driiikin<i^  now  as  ever  there  was. 

8879.  Chdiniuui.]  Where  is  it  that  you  find  that  the  Commissioners  in  their 
Report  state  that  there  is  now  as  much  drinking  as  ever  there  was  ? — In  the  Third 
Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

8880.  Be  so  good  as  to  point  out  any  passage  in  this  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  which  that  is  stated,  or  be  prepared  to-morrow  to  point  out  the  passage  ? 
—I  will. 

8881.  Mr.  JBflrweAy.]  What  is  the  name  of  the  parish  in  which  Mr.  Webb 
resides  ? — Ampthill. 

8882.  Did  he  not  also  reside  in  Murston-moretaine  ? — Yes. 

8883.  Was  he  not  guardian  of  one  of  the  parishes  at  the  formation  of  the 
union? — I  believe  he  was. 

8884.  And  in  the  parish  for  which  he  was  guardian,  do  you  know  whether 
any  able-bodied  persons  have  been  out  of  work  during  the  last  winter? — Last 
winter  there  were. 

888.5.  Can  you  state  how  many  ? — Ten  or  eleven. 

8886.  Can  you  state  the  names  of  any  who  have  been  out  of  employ  during 
the  last  winter  ? — I  will  bring  them  to-morrow. 

8887.  If  it  should  be  shown  that  before  tlie  passing  of  the  Poor  Law 
Act  there  were  as  many  as  60  out  of  work  in  that  parish,  would  you  not  say 
that  their  condition  was  better,  even  if  there  were  12  out  of  employ,  than  it  could 
have  been  if  00  were  out  of  employ  formerly  ? — I  do  not  know  that  those  GO  would 
be  better  off  in  their  circumstances  than  before,  so  long  as  they  were  paid  by  tiie 
parish  as  much  as  if  they  were  in  work,  or  nearly  so. 

8888.  But  you  are  certain  that  as  many  as  12  were  out  of  employ  during  the 
last  winter.' — It  appears  so  ;   I  will  give  the  names  to-morrow. 

8889.  Do  you  know  what  the  expenditure  of  that  parish  was,  either  before  the. 
passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  or  in  the  last  year  ? — I  do  not. 

8890.  If  it  should  appear  that  the  expenditure  before  the  passing  of  the  Act 
was  2,100/.  and  during  the  last  year  787/.,  is  not  that  a  great  saving  to  the 
rate-payers? — Certainly  it  is  a  great  saving  to  the  rate-payers. 

8891.  And,  consequently,  they  were  able  to  pay  a  great  deal  more  money  to 
the  labourers  for  their  work  ? — They  would  be,  if  they  were  willing. 

8892.  And  if  it  is  correct  that  there  were  60  people  out  of  employ  before  the 
passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  and  only  12  during  the  last  winter,  the  natural 
inference  to  be  drawn  is,  that  more  people  were  employed,  and  that  the  saving 
of  rates  was  expended  in  the  employment  of  those  persons? — Certainly  ;  if  that 
was  the  case,  that  60  were  out  of  employ  before  the  new  law  and  only  12  now, 
there  must  be  more  employment  now  in  that  parish  or  in  some  other  parish. 

8893.  Mr.  Fielden.'\  May  not  the  saving  that  has  just  been  referred  to  be  one 
of  the  causes  why  these  poor  men  are  plunged  into  deep  poverty  and  have  to 
suffer  deep  distress  ? — Yes  ;  because  when  they  were  out  of  work  before,  they  had 
something  to  fall  back  upon,  but  now  when  they  arc  out  of  work  they  have 
nothing  ;  their  sufferings  are  greater  when  they  are  out  of  work  than  they  were 
before. 

8894.  You  mean  that  now  they  have  nothing  to  fall  back  upon  but  the  work- 
house ? — Yes. 

8895.  Have  you  understood,  while  you  have  been  down  there,  that  it  is  the 
general  practice  to  deny  all  relief  to  the  able-bodied  men  out  of  the  workhouse? 
— It  is. 

8896.  You  mentioned  the  case  of  Barnard  Chappel,  whom  Mr.  Ilifl'  described 
to  you ;  can  you  state  what  that  case  was ;  did  he  suffer  for  want  of  medical 
relief? — I  believe  Mr.  Turner  has  it  in  his  books  ;   I  have  it  not  here. 

8897.  Is  it  a  case  that  Mr.  Turner  has  given  in  evidence  ? — It  is. 

8898.  Did  this  person  of  the  name  of  Reed,  whom  you  saw,  tell  you  how  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  living  from  week  to  week,  at  ail  ? — Both  he  and  his  wife  said 
that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  tell  how  they  lived  from  Monday  morning  to 
Saturday  night. 

8899.  Have  you  heard  a  good  deal  said  about  the  improved  feeling  and  morals 
of  the  labouring  class,  which  were  expected  to  arise  out  of  the  operation  of  the 

new 
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new  law: — I  have  heard  a  good  deal  said  about  the  morals  and  the  good  feeling  MT.MarkCrabiree. 

of  the  labouring  class  being  improved. — 

8900.  Do  you  know  at  all  whether  the  feeling  towards  their  employers   and  ^  ^^'"^y  i8:?8. 
those  in  better  circumstances  of  society,  is  better  or  worse  among  the  labouring 

people  of  Bedfordshire,  from  the  information  you  have  received  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  there  can  be  a  much  better  feeling  towards  their  employers  on  account  of 
their  masters,  particularly  tliose  masters  that  advocate  this  new  law  ;  for  it  has 
been  stated  by  the  labourers,  that  the  masters  cannot  wish  them  well  when  they 
want  them  to  be  driven  into  the  workhouse,  or  in  fact  they  have  generally  termed 
it  prison,  when  they  have  no  work. 

8901.  Did  you  hear  any  labourers  state  that  they  could  have  no  reasons  for 
entertaining  better  feelings  towards  their  employers,  when  they  were  getting 
poorer  and  poorer  every  day  ? — I  did  ;  that  they  could  not  have  any  better  feeling 
towards  their  masters  when  that  was  the  case. 

8902.  Did  you  hear  any  thing  said  by  the  labourers  upon  that  subject? — 
We  did. 

8903.  Can  you  call  to  your  recollection  what  you  heard? — I  heard  one  man,  of 
the  name  of  William  Cox,  in  the  parish  of  Shitlington,  say,  that  the  men  now  had 
to  be  more  submissive  than  they  used  to  be,  because  there  were  so  many  out  of 
employment,  and  the  masters  knew  it;  and  he  himself  had  been  discharged, 
though  he  had  wrought  for  his  master  for  a  great  number  of  years,  only  for  saying 
that  he  was  threshing  for  2(/.  a  load  less  than  some  of  the  farmers  were  giving 
in  the  neighbourhood;  and  he  was  discharged  for  so  doing  ;  therefore  it  could  not 
create  a  good  feeling  between  him  and  his  employer. 

8904.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  statement  he  made,  that  he  was 
working  for  2d.  a  load  less  at  threshing  than  other  labourers,  was  true  r — I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  true,  for  he  stated  it  in  the  presence  of  two 
farmers  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood. 

8905.  Mr.  C/iichestej'.]  Also  that  there  were  many  men  out  of  employment ; 
have  you  reason  to  believe  that  ? — Yes. 

8906.  Mr.  Fk'Ukn.']  Have  you  any  doubt  about  there  being  a  great  number  of 
men  out  of  employment  during  the  time  you  have  been  down  at  Ampthill :  — 
There  have  been  a  great  many  out  of  employment. 

8907.  Were  you  there  when  what  was  called  a  riot  was  apprehended,  in  tije 
commencement  of  this  year? — I  was  not  in  the  town  of  Ampthill  when  it  was 
said  to  take  place  ;   but  I  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  believe  I  was  at  Woburn. 

890S.  Do  you  know  the  reason  of  the  assemblage  of  labourers  at  Ampthill  on 
hat  day? — I  believe  I  do. 

8909.  Can  you  state  it  to  the  Committee  ? — I  will :  when  Mr.  Turner  and 
I  were  at  Bedford,  in  the  workhouse  of  Bedford,  Mr.  Adey  was  there ;  he  asked 
us  if  we  had  got  our  instructions,  or  some  words  to  that  effect,  and  we  showed 
tliose  instructions  to  Mr.  Adey,  and  read  them  over,  and  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation he  said  that  not  a  working  man  was  out  of  work  in  Bedfordshire  that 
was  willing  to  work  ;  and  when  vvc  found  in  every  parish  of  the  Ampthill  Union 
20,  30,  and  upwards,  out  of  work,  we  never  made  a  secret  of  it  to  tell  them  that 
they  were  men  who  would  not  v/ork  ;  for  Mr.  Adey,  the  Assistant  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioner in  that  district,  had  said,  there  was  not  an  honest  hard-working  labourer 
out  of  work  that  would  work  ;  and  I  myself  said  to  those  men,  "  It  has  been  said 
to  us,  you  are  never  seen  assembling  yourselves  in  the  towns,  as  you  used  to  do 
when  upon  the  roads ;  I  would  advise  you  to  show  yourselves,  and  not  let  the 
people  sec  that  you  are  out  of  work,  and  then  they  will  know  it;"'  and  they  did 
so  ;  they  assembled  in  the  town  of  Ampthill,  on  one  day,  from  100  to  300 ;  it  was 
so  stated  in  the  paper,  those  out  of  work  in  the  Ampthill  Union  alone. 

8910.  For  the  purpose,  ias  you  had  recommended,  of  making  known  that  they 
were  out  of  work  at  that  period  ? — That  was  the  only  object  they  had  in  view, 
to  show  the  people  they  were  out  of  work. 

891 1.  After  they  had  so  shown  themselves,  did  not  they  go  peaceably  back  to 
their  own  homes,  and  nothing  like  disturbance  arise  out  of  it.- — I  believe  they 
did,  from  all  the  information  we  had  given  to  us  afterwards,  that  they  went  away 
as  peaceably  as  they  came. 

8912.  Mr.  Allies.']  You  say  that  you  recommended  them  to  show  themselves, 
as  they  had  done  in  the  market  town,  that  they  were  out  of  work  ;  were  you  in 
the  habit  of  meeting   numbers   of  those   persons   together,  or  seeing  them  indi- 

;)74-  li  4  viduallv  - — 
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Mr. Mark Crabtree.  vidually  ? — We  generally  had  them  in  numbers  ;  those  that  were  out  of  work, 

they  generally  assembled  themselves  together,  and  we  took  down  their  names. 

8  May  1838.  8913.  At   some  of  those  district  meetings  it  was  that  you  recommended  the 

general  assembling  of  the  people  together,  to  show  that  they  were  out  of  work? — 
It  was  not  district  meetings;  we  sent  one  man  round  to  those  that  are  out  of  employ- 
ment ;  "  Let  us  see  what  number  there  is  ;"'  and  assembled  them  together,  in  order 
that  we  might  ask  some  farmer  if  those  people  were  out  of  work,  and  if  tliere 
were  any  in  the  lot  that  he  would  not  employ,  and  the  reason  for  it ;  and  they  did 
do  so ;  for  instance,  in  the  parisli  of  Lidlington,  where  we  had  between  20  and 
30  assembled,  Mr.  Thomas,  the  guardian  of  that  parish,  was  there  :  we  asked 
him  if  there  was  any  body  there  whom  he  would  not  employ  on  his  farm,  and  he 
said,  no ;  and  he  said  he  would  not  wish  us  to  think  that  he  was  trying  to  throw 
any  obstacle  in  our  way,  for  he  would  give  us  every  facility  in  his  power,  for  he 
thought  they  wanted  some  alteration  in  the  new  law. 

8914.  Mr.  Ficlden.]  You  have  mentioned  the  number  of  20  in  every  parisli; 
would  you  wish  to  correct  that ;  were  there  as  many  as  20  out  of  work? — In  a 
great  many  parishes  there  were  at  that  time,  in  the  severe  weather. 

8915.  Have  you  seen  a  petition  that  has  been  sent  up  to  the  House,  complain- 
ing of  your  conduct  at  Ampthill? — I  have. 

8916.  Or  at  least  you  infer  that  the  complaint  was  preferred  against  you  and 
Mr.  Turner? — Yes. 

8917.  Have  you,  during  the  time  that  you  have  been  down  there,  done  any 
thing  to  raise  any  thing  like  discontent  or  to  create  any  dissatisfaction,  further 
than  would  arise  from  the  inquiry  you  have  been  making  as  to  the  state  of  the 
poor? — We  have  not,  and  the  respectable  part  of  the  inhabitants  would  justify 
the  same. 

8918.  Mr.  Chichester.']  Did  all  the  labourers,  from  100  to  300,  who  assembled 
at  Ampthill,  belong  to  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — I  cannot  state. 

8919.  Or  whether  they  left  their  work  on  purpose  to  go? — I  cannot  speak 
to  that. 

8920.  Mr.  Ficlden.]  Are  there  any  other  special  cases  which  you  wish  to  state 
to  the  Committee,  that  have  come  under  your  observation  during  your  residence 
down  at  Ampthill  ? — I  think  there  is  a  case  of  a  man  of  tlie  name  of  Page  ; 
Daniel  Page,  of  tlie  parish  of  Flitwick ;  he  has  a  wife  and  eiglit  children,  and 
one  of  them,  or  in  fact  tAvo  children,  were  sick  at  the  time ;  the  wife  applied  to 
the  relieving  officer  for  an  order  for  the  doctor  for  her  child. 

8921.  Chairman.]  When  was  this  application  made  r^Not  more  than  six 
weeks  ago;  the  relieving  officer  asked  the  wife  if  her  husband  was  in  a  medical 
club,  and  she  said,  "No."  "  Why,  then,"  he  says,  "  you  must  go  to  your  hus- 
band for  a  doctor ;  I  shall  not  give  you  an  order  ;"  and  did  not  do  so. 

8922.  The  medical  order  was  refused  because  the  man  was  not  in  a  medical 
club? — That  was  the  answer  given  to  the  woman. 

8923.  Mr.  Fie/den.]  Did  any  consequences  ensue  which  you  wish  to  state  to 
the  Committee  ? — We  called  afterwards  to  see  how  the  children  were  ffoins:  on, 
and  the  elder  was  a  little  better,  but  the  younger  one  was  still  as  bad ;  we  Iiave 
called  while  we  have  been  down  this  last  time,  and  the  mother  then  complained, 
and  thought  it  very  hard,  having  such  a  large  family  as  they  had,  that,  upon  apply- 
ing to  the  relieving  officer,  he  would  not  give  them  an  order  for  tlie  doctor. 

8924.  Chairman.]  Can  you  state  any  thing  of  Daniel  Page's  circumstances? — 
He  is  a  thresher. 

8925.  What  does  he  earn  ? — About  10?.  a  week,  he  states  to  us. 

8926.  Do  you  know  what  his  wife  earns  ? — There  is  no  account  of  tlic  wife 
earning  any  thing. 

8927.  Is  she  unable  to  do  the  usual  work  of  the  country? — She  is  ;  her  time 
is  occupied  with  the  family,  having  the  youngest  child  sick. 

8928.  What  are  the  ages  of  the  children  ? — The  age  of  the  oldest  is  20, 
a  daughter. 

8929.  What  is  she  doing  ? — I  believe  she  was  the  one  that  was  sick. 

8930.  Then  do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  age  of  the  next  child  ? — Eighteen, 
a  girl. 

8931.  What  was  she  doing? — Plaiting. 

8932.  What  was  she  earning  at  plaiting? — It  is  stated  here  at  2^.  6d.  a  week. 

8933.  What  is  the  age  of  the  next  child  ? — Fifteen,  a  girl. 
8034.  What  is  she  doing? — Plaiting. 

8935.   What 
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8935.  What  is  she  earning  P-It  i.s  stated  here,  2s.  Mr.Mark  Crabtrce. 

8936.  What  is  the  age  of  the  next? — Eleven,  a  girl ;  she  is  at  plaiting. 

8937.  What  does  she  earn.' — The  same  as  the  others  ;  there  ia-an  alteration  "  *^     po- 
made in  it  here ;  they  have  summed  it  altogether,  7,$.  delivering  in  Ore  work,  and 
altogether  they  earn  la.  a  week. 

8938.  Besides  the  man  ? — Y'es. 

8939.  That  gives  tliein  altogether  an  income  of  17*.  a  week? — Yes. 

8940.  Do  you  know  what  the  man  pays  for  rent? — Two  pounds  twelve  shillings; 
firing,  \s.  C)d. 

8941.  Mr.  Langdale.']  Have  thipy  any  gardens  with  the  cottages? — I  believe 
not.  , 

8942.  Mr.  Ficldcii.']  Have  you  any  other  case'  tliat  you  wish  to  bring  before 
the  Committee  ? — Not  any  particular  case. 

8943.  Mr.  Cfiiclicslcr.]  Did  she  report  to  the  guardian  of  the  parish  this 
complaint? — I  do  not  know  that  she  did  ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  of  any  use 
making  the  complaint  to  the  guardian.  |||^ 

Mr.  John  MarslialL  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

8944.  Cliainncni.']  YOU  are  the  relieving  offfcer  of  the  Ampthill  Union,   are   Mr.  JoAn  JiJarshnll. 
you  not? — I  am. 

894,5.  When  were  you  first  appointed  relieving  officer?— The  Kith  of  July, 
1835.' 

8946.  Nearly  three  years  ago? — Yes. 

8947.  Had  you  ever  served  in  any  pari.sh  office  before,  or  been  acquainted  with 
parochial  management  of  any  sort  ? — Not  anj% 

8948.  Had  you  any  acquaintance  with  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ? — None  what- 
ever. 

8949.  Did  you  offer  your  services  in  consequence  of  any  public  adverti.se- 
ment  ? — Yes,  I  did.  «^ 

89,50.  Wa.s  that  public  advertisement  put  into  the  London  papers? — I  saw  it  in 
the  "  .Morning  Chronicle." 

8951.  What  was  the  nature  of  tlie  advertisement  ? — That  a  relieving  officer 
was  wanted  for  the  Union  of  Ampthill ;  that  he  would  be  required  to  keep  a 
horse  ;  that  Iiis  salary  would  be  130/.  a  year  for  one  district,  and  that  he  would 
be  required  to  give  security  lor  400/.  I  made  an  application,  with  a  recommen- 
dation from  Sir  Charles  Dalbiac,  and  the  answer  came  (I  did  not  personally 
apply)  that  I  was  provisionally  elected;  I  went  down  on  the  following  board 
day,  and  my  election  was  confirmed,  in  consequence  of  the  further  testimonials 
I  took  down  with  me. 

89,52.  What  had  you  been  before  you  were  appointed  as  relieving  officer? — 
1  had  been  a  housekeeper  in  the  parish  of  Mary-le-bone  for  some  years,  but  pre- 
viously to  that,  1  had  been  in  the  army. 

S953.  What  rank  did  you  hold  in  the  army  ?— Serjeant-major  of  a  regiment  of 
dragoons. 

8954.  You  went  recommended  to  the  Ampthill  Union  by  officers  who  had 
known  you  in  the  service? — I  did,  by  officers  who  stated  the  whole  of  my  military 
career  from  beginning  to  end. 

8955.  And  they  stated  that  they  had  known  you  sufficiently  to  speak  to  the 
respectability  of  your  character? — Yes,  they  did. 

895(3.  And  those  officers  knew  that  you  wore  a  well-conducted  man  ? — They 
did  ;  Sir  Charles  Dalbiac  was  the  prin^^ipal  man  who  spoke  to  my  character. 

89.57.  ^\'hat  opportunities  had  he  of  knowing  you? — He  was  Colonel  of  the 
4th  Dragoons,  and  I  was  the  paymaster's  clerk;  I  went  to  India  with  him,  and 
returned  from  India  with  him. 

89.58.  Those  testimonials  you  .sent  to  Ampthill,  and  were  provisionally  elected^ 
— Yes. 

8959.  Were  you  elected  for  the  whole  of  the  union,  or  for  one  district? — One 
district. 

8960.  What  parishes  were  comprised  in  tliiit  district- — Eleven,  calhd  the  east- 
ern district. 

8961.  Were  the  other  parishes  given  to  the  care  of  another  relieving  officer? 
— Yes,  of  the  name  of  Osborne.  ,/ 

374-  «-■  8962.   How 
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«.  • 

Mr.  John  Marshall.       8pC2.  IIow  long  did  you  act  for  those  1 1  parishes  ? — I  acted  for  those  parishes 

till  .1  line  1 830. 

8  May  1838.  %l■^b\^.  Till  the  expiration  of  the  year  ;  and  in  June  1836,,  what  different  arranjre- 

ment  was  made  ? — It  was  considered  that  one  relieving  ollicer  niiolit  pay  the 
union,  in  consequence  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  paupers  ;  and  I  was  the 
person  elected  to  till  the  situation. 

89(54.  You  had  been  serving  the  office  for  11  parishes? — Yes;  Mr. Osborne  had 
eight. 

81)65.  Was  the  population  about  equally  divided  between  you  .•'—No,  I  had  the 
largest ;  mine  was  9,000,  and  his  was  rather  under  C,000. 

8q66.  Did  you,  after  a  year's  experience^in  relieving  the  poor  for  the  1 1 
parishes,  find  that  you  had  time  enough  to  spare  to  devote  to  Ae  other  parishes 
of  the  union  : — 1  found  my  duties  not  so  hard  as  they  had  been,  and  1  could,  I 
thought,  undertake  the  whole  union. 

81)67.  I"  what  respect  were  your  duties  diniinished  ? — From  the  decrease  of 
the  number  of  paupers  from  tlie  time  the  workhouse  was  built  in  February   183G. 
We  then  found  a  deerease  in  pauperism,  because  we  invariably  offered  the  work- 
house to  all  able-bodied  people  out  of  employ,  unless  there  was  some  reas9n, 
•  8(^68.  Did  you  make  that  offer  to  able-bodied   women  as  well   as   able-bodied 

men? — If  there  was  occasion  ;  not  invariably. 

8969.  The  rule  was  invariably  applied  to  men,  was  it? — It  was. 

8970.  From  the  time  the  workhouse  was  completed  ? — Yes. 

8971.  AVhen  was  that?— The  24th  of  February  1836. 

8972.  Therefore  you  had  about  half  a  year's  experience  of  one  district  witli 
the  workhouse  in  operation,  from  February  to  July? — Yes. 

8973.  Be  so  good  as  to  describe  exactly  the  way  in  which  your  time  is  occu- 
pied, beginning,  if  you  please,  with  Monday  morning,  and  going  through  the  rest 
of  the  week.     Where  do  you  live? — I  live  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill. 

8974.  Is  that  tolerably  central,  with  regard  tp  the  whole  union  ?— Yes,  as  nearly 
so  as  possible. 

8975.  What  is  the  distance  of  any  point  from  your  residence? — Seven  miles 
is  the  extreme  distance. 

8976.  The  great  amount  of  the  population  is  within  a  smaller  distance,  is 
it?— Yes. 

8977.  Is  Ampthill  the  most  populous  parish  of  the  union  ? — Yes. 

8978.  What  is  the  next  most  populous  parish? — Shitlington,  and  Cranfield 
is  the  third. 

8979.  What  is  the  distance  of  Cranfield  from  your  residence  ? — Six  miles. 

8980.  Some  of  the  parish  may  be  farther,  may  it  not  ? — Some  of  the  parish 
may  be  farther. 

8981.  Seven  miles,  or  more? — Not  more  than  seven  miles. 

8982.  How  far  is  Maulden  from  your  residence? — Maulden  is  a  mile. 

8983.  How  far  is  Shitlington  ? — Seven  miles. 

8984.  Is  any  of  the  parish  more  than  seven  miles  ? — Some  part  of  the  parish 
may  be  more  than  seven  miles. 

8985.  Eight  miles  ? — Perhaps  it  may  be. 
89S6.  Marston  ? — That  is  three  miles. 

8987.  Are  the  roads  good,  and  the  communication  easy  between  those  parishes? 
— Very  good  ;  the  best  in  England,  I  should  say. 

8()88.  Is  Ampthill  the  market  town  of  the  district  to  which  they  generally 
come? — It  is. 

898(1.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  what  you  do  through  the  week? — Perhaps  it 
would  lae  better  to  begin  with  the  day  after  the  board-day ;  Thursday  is  the  board- 
day;  I  then  attend  the  board. 

8990.  What  is  your  occupation  there? — To  lay  the  cases  of  paupers  before  the 
guardians,  as  I  have  received  them  from  them ;  and  to  take  their  instructions  as 
to  what  is  to  be  done  with  them. 

8991.  You  are  at  Ampthill  by  times  on  Thursday  morning;  at  what  time  does 
the  board  meet  ? — I  live  at  Ampthill. 

8092.  It  is  notorious,  if  any  body  wished  to  make  an  application  to  you,  that 
you  would  be  there  on  that  day  ? — Yes. 

8993.  Supposing  a  pauper,  wishing  to  make  an  application  to  the  board,  were 
to  come  on  Thursday  morning  to  Ampthill  to  see  you,  should  you  take  his  name 
down  in  your  book,  and  represent  his  case  to  the  board  ? — I  should. 

8994.  Should 
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8994.  Should  you  do  so  in  all  cases,  or  should  you  in  some  cases  abstain  from  Mr.  John  Marshall. 

doing  it  on  that  day,  in  order  to  enable  yourself  to  become  master  of  the  circum- 

stances  of  the  case  ? — I  should  take  them  in  all  cases,  and  mention  to  the  board       8  May  1838. 
that  I  had   not   had   an  opportunity  of  inquiring;  and   in  those  cases  the  board 

usually  make  some  provisional   order,  either  that  the  thing  shall  stand  over  for 
a  week,  or  that  some  trifle  shall  be  given  till  I  have  made  inquiry. 

8995.  You  would  relieve  the  parties  at  your  discretion  in  the  interim,  sup- 
posing it  to  be  a  case  with  the  circum.stances  of  which  )ou  are  not  acquainted, 
and  report  it  on  the  next  day  of  meeting  to  the  board ;  is  that  the  course  adopted? 
—It  is. 

8991).  Is  a  large  proportion  of  the  applications  which  you  receive  made  on  the 
Thursday  morning? — Yes,  the  majority  of  them  a^. 

89c)7.  Do  people  come  from  the  different  parishes,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
applications  on  that  day  ? — Yes,  so  much  so  that  I  seldom  have  an  application 
made  to  mc  in  their  own  parishes. 

899?^.  And  you  say  that  it  is  your  general  practice  to  take  those  applications, 
and  to  represent  the  circumstances  to  the  board  on  that  day  ? — Yes. 

8999.'  How  is  the  representation  made  to  the  board ;  do  you  make  the  repre- 
sentation, or  does  the  pauper  appear  at  the  time  that  his  case  is  under  considera- 
tion ? — '1  he  pauper  appears  in  all  case.^,  and  the  board  hear  all  that  the  pauper 
has  to  say,  and  ask  him  every  question  that  they  think  necessary  ;  and  when  the 
pauper  retires,  I  am  then  asked  what  I  know  of  the  matter :  if  I  know  any  thing, 
I  put  the  board  in  possession  of  it;  if  I  do  not,  I  tell  the  board  that  the  applica- 
tion has  been  so  very  recent  that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring 
respecting  that  person,  whom  I  have  not  known  before,  and  am  not  prepared, 
therefore,  to  give  them  advice. 

9000.  Is  it  the  case  that  tlie  book  in  which  the  applications  are  entered  is 
laid  before  the  clerk  or  the  chairman  of  the  board,  and  from  that  does  he  read  the 
names  ?  — The  clerk  does  when  he  is  not  otherwise  engaged,  but  if  he  is  I  read  the 
names.  ^        '  m 

9001.  The  |:hairman  having  another  book  in  which  the  same  names  are  in- 
serted ? — Yes,  a  minute-book. 

9002.  First  of  all  there  is  your  application-book,  which  contains  the  names  of 
the  paupers  who  have  made  application  to  you,  and  those  names  are  read  from 
your  application-book  as  they  appear  in  it,  either  by  you  or  the  clerk  ? — 
Exactly. 

9003.  Then  there  is  the  abstract  of  the  application  and  report-book,  with  the 
board's  decision  upon  the  applications,  a  book  which  the  chairman  has  in  his 
hands  at  the  time  the  business  of  the  board  is  going  on  ? — Yes. 

9004.  That  book  contains,  in  the  first  instance,  a  copy  of  the  names  as  they 
appear  in  your  application-book? — Yes. 

9005.  With  the  particulars  of  the  number  of  the  family,  as  they  have  been 
inserted  by  you  in  your  application-book  ? — Yes. 

goo().  Those  are  the  materials  upon  which  the  paupers  are  examined  when  they 
appear  before  the  board  ? — Yes. 

9007.  Is  it  invariably  the  practice  for  the  board  to  see  the  paupers  who  have 
made  those  applications? — Invariably. 

9008.  Have  you  ever,  when  a  pauper  has  made  an  application  to  yon,  on  an 
inquiry,  supposing  you  have  had  time  to  make  it,  refused  to  enter  the  name  in 
the  application-book,  or,  having  entered  it  m  the  ap|)lication-hook,  have  you 
ever  refused  to  allow  him  to  appear  beibre  the  board  :  —  Never,  upon  any  one 
occasion. 

9009.  You  speak  quite  confidently  ? — I  do  ;  I  have  never,  on  any  one  occa- 
sion, prevented  a  person  who  has  made  an  application  to  me  in  time,  from 
appearing  beibre  the  board ;  they  have  in  some  instances  applied  after  the  books 
have  been  closed,  and  when  the  board  were  sitting,  and  then  I  could  not  take  it, 
because  the  book  has  s^one  out  of  my  possession. 

qoio.  If  the  parties  apply  to  you  after  the  books  arc  no  longer  in  your  pos- 
session, what  is  the  course  you  take  in  that  case? — Tell  them  to  como  tlie  next 
Thursday. 

90H.  If  they  were  to  represent  that  their  case  was  one  of  urgency,  requiring 
relief  in  the  intervening  week,  would  you  give  them  relief? — Yes. 

9012.  Have  you  done  so? — Yes. 

374.  c  2  9013.  Do 
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>Mr.7.7i«  Mun/i.iU.       OO13.  Do  not  voii  lliiiik  it  part  of  jour  duty  to  take  that  into  consideration? — 

Certainly  I  do,  as  |)ointcd  out  by  the  Commissioners. 

8  .M;iy  1838.  9014.   Does  the  board  meet  at  eleven  ? — Vcs. 

C)oij.   How  many  hours  does  it  generally  sit? — Sumetiujis   till  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  sometimes  later,  sometimes  it  rises  earlier. 
yoi().  Then  your  business  is  over  for  that  day? — Yes. 

t)0i7.   \\'hat  do  you  do  on  Friday: — On   Friday  morning  I  visit  the  parish  of 
Houghton,  which  is  nearly  three  miles  from  Ampthill,  and  which  contains  a  popu- 
lation of  796. 
•  QUI  8.   What  time  do  you  go  to  Houghton  ? — At  eight  in  the  morning. 

9019.  Are  you  at  Houghton  at  eight  in  the  morning? — Yes,  at  eiglit  in  the 
morning  in  summer  time,  in  winter  time  not  much  before  nine. 

9020.  Where  do  you  go  to  pay  the  people  ? — At  the  old  workhouse. 

9021.  Have  you  a  room  to  yourself  in  which  to  pay  the  people? — No;  poor 
people  are  allowed  to  reside  there. 

9022.  Do  not  you  think  it  an  inconvenient  practice  that  you  should  not  have 
a  room  to  yourself  in  which  to  pay  the  paupers? — I  have  found  great  incon- 
venience, because  I  could  not  speak  a  word  to  a  pauper  without  being  interfered 
with  immediately  by  the  others. 

9023.  Arc  tlie  parish  othcers  in  the  habit  of  attending  you  at  those  places.' — 
They  seldom  do. 

9024.  Is  there  any  objection  made  by  you  when  they  do  attend  ?  —  Never  ; 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  them,  and  derive  information  from  them. 

902,5.  Do  you  pay  in  kind  ?— I  pay  in  money,  and  give  them  tickets  for  bread, 
the  bread  for  which  tickets  the  baker  brino-s  round  some  hours  after  in  the  course 
of  that  morning. 

9026.    Does  he  go  round  at  stated  hours? — He  does;  he  visits  each  parish. 

qo27.  Do  vou  go  at  slated  hours  ? — Yes. 

9028.  Is  it  notorious  that  you  will  be  there  at  a  particular  hour? — I  never 
vary. 

f)02().  How  long  do  you  remain  at  Houghton? — I  think  about  half  an  hour,  or 
from  that  to  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  depending  upon  the  business  there  may 
be  to  do. 

9030    Is  the  whole  of  that  time  passed  in  paying  the  poor  ? — Yes. 

9031.  And  you  are  also  there  ready  to  receive  applications,  if  applications 
should  be  made  ? — Yes ;  and  if  they  were  cases  of  urgent  necessity  I  should 
relieve  thom  upon  the  spot,  in  kind. 

9032.  Submitting  their  cases  to  the  board  when  they  next  meet? — Yes. 

9033.  In  the  cases  of  persons  who  may  be  sick  at  Houghton,  do  you  think  it 
necessary  to  visit  their  houses? — Sometimes. 

9034.  What  would  be  the  cases  in  which  you  would  visit,  and  in  which  you 
would  not? — The  cases  in  which  I  should  visit  arc,  if  there  was  any  thing  stated 
showing  that  they  were  not  properly  taken  care  of,  or  that  they  required  a  nurse  ; 
I  should  think  it  right  to  sec  whether  they  were  so  sick  that  a  nurse  was 
required. 

9035.  Would  you  not  think  it  necessary,  if  articles  had  been  ordered  by  the 
physician,  to  see  that  those  articles  were  provided  ? — That  I  always  do  ;  1  always 
give  an  order,  if  there  is  no  other  means  of  doing  it,  on  a  shop  for  it ;  if  the  doctor 
has  ordered  mutton,  or  any  other  nourishment,  1  give  an  order  on  some  shop  for 
those  articles  to  be  provided,  and  get  a  bill  for  them  afterwards,  on  the  following 
week,  which  I  lay  before  the  board  of  guardians,  and  1  get  the  chairman's  signa- 
ture, allowing  it. 

9030.  In  the  case  of  a  new  application,  the  circumstances  of  which  you  are 
not  acquainted  with,  what  means  do  you  take  to  inform  yourself  of  the  circum- 
stances of  a  new  case  ;  if  a  person  comes  and  applies  to  you,  wanting  relief,  under 
any  circumstances  that  may  arise,  either  the  illness  of  some  of  his  family,  or  old 
people  requiring  any  variation  in  their  relief? — There  are  very  few  cases,  com- 
paratively speaking,  that  can  be  brought  to  me  but  what  I  have  a  knowledge  of 
the  family,  and  I  mostly  know  whether  they  are  telling  me  the  truth  or  not. 

9037.  Is  it  your  practice,  invariably,  in  a  new  case,  to  go  to  the  house,  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  is  the  real  condition  of  the  family  making  the  application  ? — If 
they  are  strangers  to  me,  and  I  want  to  know  any  thing  about  the  family  more  than 
I  do  know,  I  should  visit   the   cottage  ;   if  I  know  the  family  and  am  sufficiently 

acquainted 
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acquainted  with  thorn  to  know  wliether  they  had  told  me  the  truth,  of  course  I  lay  I.U.  John  Mar thall. 
the  case  before  tlie  board  of  o-uardians  on  the  following  board-day.  slsiTTs^ 

0038.   In  the  old  cases,  that   is,   cases  that  have  been  under  your  consideration  "  *^ 

before,  you  would  not  think  it  necessary  ;  but  have  you,  in  those  cases,  taken  any 
steps  by  going  to  their  cottages  to  inform  yourself  of  the  real  condition  of  the 
family  ? — I  have,  in  many  instances. 

9039.  Do  you  think,  generally,  of  those  who  have  received  relief  at  Houghton, 
or  in  other  parishes,  you  have  at  any  time  been  at  their  cottages,  in  order  to  make 
yourself  acquainted  with  their  cases:  —  I  have. 

9040.  Supposing  a  case  of  this  sort  were  to  be  represented  to  you,  that  a  person 
were  to  come  to  you  and  to  state  himself  to  be  out  of  work,  and  in  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  to  be  in  destitution,  what  should  you  do? — I  should,  most 
probably,  give  him  an  order  to  go  into  the  workhouse. 

9041.  Suppose  that  he  were  to  state,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was  out  of  work, 
and  in  great  want,  and  that  one  of  his  family  were  ill,  what  should  you  do  in  that 
case?— If  one  of  his  family  were  ill,  if  it  were  one  of  the  children,  too  ill  to  be 
removed,  I  should  give  him  an  order  for  the  doctor ;  I  should  let  the  doctor  see  it, 
and  be  guided  by  the  instructions  of  the  doctor  as  to  what  course  to  pursue. 

9042.  Supposing  it  were  to  be  a  case  in  which  the  illness  should  increase  the 
expenses  of  the  family;  suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  wife  were  ill,  and  that 
some  additional  superintendence  were  required,  to  cook  the  victuals,  or  to  take 
care  of  the  children,  and  the  man  were  exposed,  therefore,  to  inconvenience  and 
additional  expense,  and  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  his  wife,  she  were  unable 
to  be  removed  to  the  workhouse,  what  course  should  you  take? — I  should  order 
a  nurse  myself,  and  pay  for  it,  laying  the  case  before  the  board  on  the  following 
Thursday. 

9043.  I  put  the  case  of  a  man  whose  wife  was  ill,  rendering  it  impossible  for 
her  to  be  removed  to  the  workhouse  immediately,  what  would  be  your  practiee? — 
To  relieve  the  family  according  to  their  necessities  ;  according  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  medical  officer,  and  to  allow  a  nurse  if  he  thouglit  it  necessary. 

9044.  In  such  a  case,  the  state  of  the  head  of  the  family  making  it  impossible 
that  she  should  be  removed  to  the  workhouse,  if  you  had  ascertained  that  they 
were  in  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  should  you  think  it  necessary,  din-ing  the 
time  that  they  were  unable  to  be  removed  to  the  workhouse,  to  provide  them  with 
the  necessaries  of  existence  ? — Yes. 

904.5.  How  would  you  judge  of  the  state  of  destitution,  if  a  new  case  were  to  be 
presented  to  you?— I  should  not  only  inform  myself  by  going  to  the  man's  house, 
but  by  inquiring  of  the  neighbouring  farmers,  because  you  cannot  always  satisfy 
yourself  by  going  to  the  man's  house,  the  appearance  of  destitution  does  not  always 
constitute  it. 

9046.  But  you  would  take  all  the  means  in  your  power,  by  observation  and 
inquiry  among  the  farmers,  to  satisfy  yourself  of  the  condition  of  the  family? 
— Yes. 

9047.  Where  do  you  go  from  Houghton  ?--To  Hawnes. 

9048.  At  what  time  do  you  get  to  Hawnes? — A  little  after  nine. 

9049.  What  is  the  population  of  Hawnes? — Eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

9050.  How  long  do  you  stay  at  Hawnes  - — About  the  same  time  usually  as  at 
Houghton. 

90.51.  And  you  act  in  all  respects  in  the  same  manner  ? — Yes. 

90.52.  Where  do  you  relieve  the  people  at  Hawnes? — At  a  room  hired  for  tlits 
purpose. 

90.53.  Where  is  that? — Opposite  the  church. 

9054.  The  room  is  not  either  at  a  shop  or  a  p\iblic-house  ? — No,  it  is  not. 
90.5.5.   From  Hawnes  where  do  you  go? — To  Clophill. 

90.56.  At  what  hour  do  you  arrive  there- — I  arrive  there  generally  at  half 
past  ten. 

9057.  Those  are  your  hours  in  summer? — Yes. 

9058.  You  would  bean  hour  later  in  winter? — Yes. 

9059.  What  is  the  population  of  the  parish  of  Clophill  ? — Nine  hundred  and 
seventy-eight. 

9060.  Where  do  you  pay  the  poor,  at  Clophill  ? — \i  the  old  workhouse. 

9061.  Have  you  a  room  to  yourself? — Yes,  there  I  have  ;  at  least  there  is  but 
one  room,  and  when  many  paupers  are  congregated  I  have  not  a  room  to  myself. 

90G2.  The  same  objection  applies  to  Clophill  as  to  Houghton? — Yes. 

374-  D  9063.  How 
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Ml.  Jfhii^JarihnU.       9063.   IIow  long  do  you  stay  at  Clophill  ? — I  should  tliink  about  the  same  time, 

from  three  ciuarters  of  an  hour,  or  from  iliat  to  an  hour;  Clophill  is  rather  a  large 

s  May  iSrjS.       parish,  and  I  think  I  remain  nearly  an  hour. 

9064.  Can  you  tell  what  number  of  paupers  you  have  to  relieve  at  those  three 
parishes? — I  relieve  55  in  the  parish  oi"  Houghton;  and  at  Hawnes  50,  and  at 
Clophill  02  ;  that  is  the  average  number. 

006.5.  Where  do  you  go  from  Clophill  ? — To  Gravcnhurst,  Upper  and  Lower 
Gravenhurst ;  Lower  Gravenhurst  is  a  mere  nominal  parish,  there  is  but  one 
pauper  in  it. 

9066.  At  what  time  do  you  reach  Gravenhurst? — About  half-past  eleven. 

9067.  M'hat  is  the  population  of  Gravenhurst? — Three  hundred  and  eighteen 
of  Upper  Gravenhurst,  and  77  the  population  of  Lower  Gravenhurst. 

9068.  How  long  are  you  there? — Not  long  ;  I  have  to  pay  the  paupers  in  the 
street  there. 

90(19.  Do  you  mean  that  no  room  has  been  provided  ? — None  whatever ;  no 
place  in  which  to  pay  the  people  at  all ;  I  have  to  pay  them  under  a  shower  of  rain 
many  times;  and  that  I  apprehend  to  be  the  case  to  which  Mr.  Turner  alludes, 
when  he  says,  that  I  sometimes  pay  the  paupers  in  my  gig,  which  I  have  done 
when  I  have  had  no  shelter  in  a  heavy  shower  of  rain. 

9070.  Have  you  ever  made  any  representation  to  the  board  of  guardians  upon 
not  being  allowed  a  room  in  which  to  pay  the  paupers  ? — I  have,  but  they  have 
not  provided  any  thing  of  the  kind  ;  I  have  not  done  so  within  the  last  two  years, 
but  they  are  quite  aware  of  it ;  but  no  room  for  this  purpose,  I  think,  could  be  got 
in  Upper  Gravenhurst. 

Q071.  What  is  the  number  of  paupers? — The  average  number  of  paupers  in 
Upper  Gravenhurst  is  25,  and  in  Lower  Gravenhurst  at  present  only  one  pauper; 
there  have  been  as  many  as  five. 

9072.  Where  do  you  go  from  Gravenhurst? — Shitlington. 

9073.  At  what  time  do  you  get  to  Shitlington  ? — About  half-past  twelve  :  the 
population  of  Shitlington  is  1,307. 

9074.  How  long  are  you  there? — About  an  hour  and  a  half. 

9075.  Where  do  you  pay  the  poor  there? — In  a  public-house  ;  I  did  pay  in  the 
church,  but  the  minister  of  the  parish  prohibited  it. 

907G.  Is  there  a  vestry-room  ? — Yes ;  he  prohibited  my  paying  in  the  vestry- 
room. 

9077.  W^ould  he  not  let  you  pay  in  the  vestry-room  ? — No,  he  would  not, 
because  the  vestry-room  you  cannot  enter  without  entering  the  church,  and  he 
objected  to  that. 

9078.  What  number  of  paupers  are  there  at  Shitlington? — About  80. 

()079.  What  do  you  do  afterwards  on  Friday? — Pay  Higham,  which  is  a  nominal 
parish,  from  the  small  number  of  paupers;  there  are  but  two  or  three  receiving 
relief,  and  they  are  very  old  people. 

QO<So.  At  what  time  do  vou  get  to  Higham? — Two  o'clock. 

90S  I.  What  is  the  population  ?— One  hundred  and  eight. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


APPENDIX 

No.  1.— A  COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  the  Condition  of  Six  Laboubebs  (three  in  Constant  AVork,  and  three  not  in 


; 

PARISH    OF 

L  I  D  L  I  N  G  T  0  N. 

/ 

In 

Constant  Wobk. 

Not  I 
William 

N  Constant  Work. 

Name  of  Labourer         .         -         .         -         . 

John 

John 

Joseph 

Henry 

Michael 

■         -l 

Capon. 

Siisick. 

Taylor. 

Lancaster. 

Deacon 

Heed. 

£.     s.     J. 

£.      s.    d. 

£.      s.    d. 

£.     5.     d. 

£.     s.    d. 

£.     t.    rf. 

Age  of  Labourer   ------ 

- 

4' 

26 

28 

42 

41 

37 

Work  cniplo\c(l  on          .         -         -         .         . 

. 

Carter. 

Jobbing. 

Dairyman. 

Jobbing. 

Jobbing. 

Jobbing. 

IVilc  or  not  ------- 

- 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wile. 

Wife, 

Children  living  wiih  Parents  -         .         .         . 

- 

7 

n 

3 

4 

6 

4 

Age  of  oldest  child         -         -         _         -         - 

- 

16 

3 

4 

8 

15 

14 

Age  of  youngest  child     -         -         -         -         - 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Weeks  Labourer  WHS  employed  in  1834  - 

- 

52 

5'J 

52 

47 

52 

35 

Kate  of  Wr.[jcs  per  week          -         -         -         . 

- 

-   1 1     - 

-    9     - 

-  1 1     - 

-     9     - 

-     9     - 

-     9     - 

Amount  of  Waues  of  bihoaror  at  his  Employment 

- 

28    12      - 

23     8     - 

28    12      - 

213- 

23     8     - 

15  15     - 

Aridiiionr.l  fur  (larvcsis  -         .         -         -         . 

- 

2      -     - 

a    -    - 

2      -      - 

2     -     - 

2      -      - 

2     -     - 

Aninunl  of  Earninjis  of  Labourer's  Wife  and  Chile 

ren 

19  10     - 

2  12    - 

2    12      - 

2   12     - 

18      4      - 

10     8     - 

Additional  for  Gleaning  -         .         .         -         . 

- 

— 

— 



— 

— 



Allowajice   from  Parish  for  Work  and  Relief  for 

-abourer"! 

-    6    - 

and  Family         ------ 

-        -/ 

" 

■ 

-           .            - 

25- 

5   19     9 

Total  Income  of  Family           -         -         .         . 

50      2      - 

28    -    - 

33     4     - 

28     -     - 

43  18     - 

34     2     9 

Outi:oin;:s  for  Rent,  Fuel  and  Clubs 

- 

6  10    6 

6     I     - 

4  11     - 

8    6- 

7     4- 

3   ifl     - 

Net  Income  applicable   for  Food,  Clothing,  Soap, 
and  other  necessaries           .         .         -         - 

Caudlcsl 

43  u     6 

21   19    - 

28  13     - 

19   '4     - 

36  14     - 

30     4     9 

Avciagc  Income  per  head  per  week 

- 

-      1    lOj 

-    2     2  f 

-     2     2  J 

-       1       2 

-     '     9 

-     Ill 

Average  Pints  of  Wheat  per  head  per  week 

- 

20ft 

•^4t!, 

24tli 

'3 

'97*0 

2"  t'» 

Work  employed  on  in  1837     -         -         .         - 

- 

Jobbing. 

Jobbing, 

Thresiiing. 

Jobbing, 

Jobbing, 

Jobbing. 

Number  of  Weeks  employed  -         -         -         - 

- 

50 

Ci'i 

52 

52 

44 

44 

Rate  ol  Wages  per  week          -         -         .         - 

- 

-    10      - 

-     9     ~ 

8.9.  and  gs. 

-     9     - 

-     9    - 

-     0     - 

Amount  of  Wages  of  Labourer  at  his  Employ  men 

- 

25     -     - 

23     8     - 

22      2      - 

23     8     - 

19   16     - 

17   12     - 

Additional  for  Harvests  -          -          -          -          - 

- 

2     -     - 

2      -      - 

2      -      - 

I    14     - 

1     -     - 

2      -      - 

Earnings  of  Labourer's  Wife  and  Children 

- 

14  19     - 

2    12      - 

2    12      - 

5     4- 

22     2     - 

17     8     _ 

Additional  for  Gleaning-         .         -         -         - 

- 

— 

— 



— 

Allowance  from  Parish   -         -         -          -         - 

- 

-     6     - 

.           -          - 

-            -            . 

. 

... 

. 

Total  Income  of  Family  -         -         ,         -         - 

- 

40     5     - 

28      -      - 

26  14     - 

30    6    - 

42   18     - 

37    -    - 

Outgoings  for  Rent,  Fuel  and  Clubs 

- 

8   10     2 

6  10    - 

411    - 

8    6- 

7    6    - 

4  12    - 

Net  Income  applicable  for  Food,  Clothing,  Soap, 

Candles^ 

31    14   10 

2110    - 

22      3      - 

22     -    - 

35  12    - 

32     8     - 

and  other  necessaries           .         -         .         . 

■1 

Number  of  Persons  in  Labourer's  Family  - 

8 

5 

6 

7 

9 

7 

Average  Income  per  head  per  week  in  1837    - 

- 

-     1     61 

-     >     7J 

-     '     6 

-       '       2j 

-     1     6J 

-     '     9i 

Average  Pints  of  W  hrai  ptr  head  per  week 

- 

M 

'5ft 

13 

1 '  l; 

'4 

'fi,], 

No.  2.— A  COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  tlie  Condition  of  Six  Labolbkbs  (three  in  Constant  Work,  and  three  not  in 


r 
I 

PARISH    OF 

CRANFIELD. 

In 

CONSIANT  WoBK. 

Not  in  Constant 

Woni, 

Niimc  of  Labourer         -        .         -         -        . 

Joel 
Brewer. 

John 
Ford. 

George 
Wilson. 

Joseph 
West. 

Gcorcre 
Taylor. 

John 
Odcll. 

£.      s.     d. 

£.     s.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.     s.     d. 

£.     s.    d. 

Ape  of  Labourer    --._,. 

. 

29 

26 

41 

30 

33 

3" 

Work  cinplo^-fd  on          -          -          -          -          - 

. 

.Tohbing, 

Jobbing. 

Thresher. 

Jobbing. 

Jol'l)ing. 

Johhing, 

Wife  (If  not    ------- 

. 

Wife, 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife, 

Wife. 

Wile. 

Children  living  uiih  Parents    -         -         .         . 

_ 

3 

3 

5 

2 

5 

3 

Age  of  oldest  child           ---_.. 

_ 

6 

5 

14 

4 

1 1 

6 

Ape  of  voungest  child     -          -          .          .          - 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Weeks  Labourer  was  employed  in  1834   - 

- 

52 

52 

52 

37 

43 

26 

Pjiie  ul  Waj;e^  per  week          -          _          -          . 

_ 

-     9     - 

-     9     - 

-    9    - 

-     8     - 

-     8    - 

-     9     - 

Auiouni  of  Wajies  of  Labourer  at  his  Employment 

- 

23     8     - 

23     8     - 

23     8     - 

14   16     - 

17     4     - 

11    14     - 

Additional  for  Harvests 

. 

2     -     - 

2     -     - 

2     _     - 

2     -     - 

2     -     - 

2      _      - 

Amount  of  Earnings  of  Labourer*3  Wife  and  Children 

5     4- 

3  18     - 

.46- 

5     4- 

6  10    - 

2    1  i      - 

Additional  for  Gleaning  -         -         -         -         _ 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

- 

Allowance  from  Parish  for  Work  and  Relief  fur  Labourer*! 
nnd  Family         ------.         -j 

. 

. 

-  15     6 

563 

7  14    - 

10     6     1 

Toial  Income  of  Family            -         ,         .         . 

- 

- 

30  12     - 

29    6    - 

40     9     6 

27     6     3 

33     8     - 

26  12     1 

Outjioin^s  U'V  Rent,  Kuel  and  Clubs 

- 

. 

6     8- 

6     8- 

6     8- 

6  18     - 

6  10     - 

6     8- 

Net  Income  applicable   tor  Food,  Clothing,  Soap, 
and  other  necessaries             -         -         _         . 

Candl 

esl 

-r 

24     4     - 

22   18     - 

34     I     6 

20     8     3 

26  18     - 

20     4     1 

Average  Income  per  head  per  week 

- 

-     1    10 

-     I     9 

-     1    loi 

-      1    Ili 

-      ■      54^ 

-     1     6i 

Average  Pints  ot  Wheat  per  head  per  week 

- 

- 

20,', 

'9-li, 

20  A 

2.A    ■ 

■6,', 

■7V, 

Work  employed  on  in  1837     .... 

- 

. 

Thresher. 

Jobbing. 

Thresher. 

Jobbing, 

Jobbing. 

Jobbing. 

Numherof  Weeks  employed    -         -         -         . 

- 

« 

52 

52 

52 

36 

48 

36 

Rate  of  Waiies  per  week          .... 

. 

. 

-   10.     - 

-     9     - 

-  10    - 

-      8     - 

-     9     - 

-     8     - 

Amount  of  Wages  ot  Labourer  at  his  Employment 

_ 

. 

26    -     - 

23     8     - 

26    -    - 

14     8     - 

2112      - 

14     8     - 

Additional  for  Harvests           -         -         .         . 

. 

. 

2     -     - 

2     -     - 

2     -     - 

2      -      - 

2      -       - 

2      -      - 

Earnings  of  Labourer's  Wife  and  Children 

. 

_ 

7    0    - 

5     4     - 

'5     -     - 

5     4     - 

14     6     - 

5     4- 

Additional  for  Gleaning            .         -         -         . 

_ 

_ 



Allowance  fron?  Parish     -          -          -          -          - 

. 

. 









— 

__- 

TotaWncome  of  Family            -         -         .         . 

. 

. 

35    6    - 

30  12     - 

43     -     - 

21    12     - 

37   18     - 

2112      - 

Ouigoinns  for  Rent,  Fuel  and  Clubs 

- 

. 

6  14     8 

6  12     - 

6     8- 

5   '8     - 

<i  13     - 

6     8- 

Net  Income  applicable  for  Food,  Clothing,  Soap, 
and  uiher  necessaries  -          -          -          -         - 

Candl 

-) 

28  n     4 

24     -     - 

36  12     - 

15   '4     - 

31     ."■)     - 

15     4     - 

Number  of  Persons  in  Labourer'.s  Family 

_ 

6 

6 

6 

5 

8 

,5 

Average  Income  per  head  per  week  in  18^7 

, 

. 

-     '     9 

-     1     6J 

-     2     4 

-       1       2i 

-     1     6 

-      1      2 

Average  Pints  ot  Wheat  per  bead  per  week 

- 

- 

■6,'5 

14 

2'^ 

i'-h 

'3/0 

'Ofj 

This  Table  shows  an  average  reductioo  of  Income  per  Head  in  Money  of  those  in  full  employ  rat  nt,  in  1834  &  1837,  of"  per  coat , 
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Constant  Work),  in  cacli  of  the  Parishes  of  Lidlington,  MUbrook,  and  Maulden,  in  the  AmpthUl  Union,  in  the  Years  1834  and  18.37. 


PARISH    OF    M  I  I.  B  R  O  O  K. 


In  Consiant  Woiik. 


Henrif 
Rolicrts. 

£.    s.    d. 

25 
SlirpticnJ. 
Wife. 

2 

3 
I 

-  8  - 
20  16  - 

2  12  - 

1  8  - 

24  16  - 

6  10  - 

18  6  - 

-  I  9 

,  '9A 
Shepherd. 

-  9  - 
23  8  - 

3  18  - 

5  4- 
32  10  - 

7  8  - 

25 


2 

G 

-  1 
Mi's 


John 
Bunker. 

£.    i.    d. 

30 

'I'hrt-shcr. 

Wih'. 

4 

10 

1 

52 

-  10   - 

26  -  - 

2  -  - 

9  iB  - 

3  >  6 
40  19  6 

6  3  - 
34  16  6 

-  1      2.' 

24^ 

Jctbhiiig. 
52 

-  9     - 
23     8     - 

4  -    - 
114- 


-  5  - 
38   17  - 

6  19  - 

31   18  _ 

7 

-  1  9 


James 
Bunker. 

£.     I.    d. 

27 
Thresher. 
Wife. 


2 

52 

-     10 

26      - 

2      - 

2     12 


30    12      - 

5  18     - 

24  14   - 

-      2      2i 

24  A 
Thresher. 

52 

gj.  4c  los. 

24  14  _ 
2  -  - 
5     4- 


31    18 
6  14 

25     4 
6 

>4A 


7i 


Not  in  Constant  Work. 


•James 

Walker. 

£.      t.   d. 

29. 

Jobbing. 

Wife. 

2 

4 

t 

52 

-  8     - 
20   16     - 

2     -     - 
2   14     - 

5  4- 
30  14     - 

6  10     - 

24     4     - 

-  a    2 
34 

Jobbing. 
38 

-  9    - 
17     2     - 

2     -     - 

7  3- 


-     5 

26   10 

6  10 


20 


5 
-     1 

'3A 


Barnard 

Goodman. 

£.     ,.  d. 
24 

Jobbing. 
Wife. 

2 

3 
I 

37 

-     9  - 

16  13  - 

2     -  - 

2   12  - 


5  7     1 

26  12     1 

6  10    - 

20     2     - 

-  Ill 

2tA 

Jubbiiig. 
36^ 

-  9    - 
164- 

2   12    - 


18  16 

7     2 

1 1    14 

5 


loj 


James 
Peters. 

£.     I.   d. 

44 

Thresher. 

Wife. 

4 

8 

I 

52 

-     9     - 

23     8     - 

2      -      - 
2    12      - 


30       1       - 

6    8- 

23  13    - 

-  I     6 

Thresher. 
52 

-  9     - 
23     8     - 

2     -     - 
G  10     _ 


31    18 

7    2 

24  15 

7 

7  73 


PARISH    OF    MAULDEN. 


In  Constant  Wori. 


miliam 
Fisher, 

£.     s.    d 

41 
Jobbing. 
Wife. 

3 

12 

1 

52 

-  8  - 

20  i6  - 

3  -  - 

7  16  - 


31  12 
7  18 

23  "4 

-  ■  9i 
20 1^, 

Jobbing. 
52 

-  9  - 
23  8  - 

3  -  - 

7  16  - 


34  4  - 
8  10  - 


25  14  - 


5 

1  11 
iB 


Daniel 

Reach. 

£.     I.   d. 
38. 

Jobbing. 
Wile. 

3 

8 

I 

52 

-  9  - 

23  8  - 

3  -  - 

5  4- 


31  12  - 

6  18  - 

24  14  4 

-  I  -.oi 
21 

Jobbing, 
52 

-  9 
23  8 

4  - 

7  16 


27  8  - 


I 

14 


61 


miliam 
Robinson. 

£.     I.    d. 

33 
Tliresher. 

Wife. 

5 

10 

I 

52 

-   11     - 

28  12     - 


10     - 


37  2  - 
7  18    - 

29     4     - 

-     '     7 

■7ft 
Jobbing. 

52 

9  .t.  &  1 1  s. 

26  -  - 
2  -  - 
7   16     - 


35  16 
8  16 

27     - 

7 


Not  in  Constant  Work. 


Edtvard 
Cole. 

£.     ,.   d. 
30 

Jobbing. 

Wife. 

2 

3 

52 

-  9  - 

23  8  - 

2  ..  - 

5  4- 


30  12  - 

7  8  - 

23  4  - 

-  2  ij 

,^3A 
Jobbing. 

32 

-  9  - 
14  8  - 

2  -  - 

3  >8  - 


'3ft 


5h 


20  6 
4  12 

15  14 

5 
-  I 


ai 


John     I  lyniiam 
Morrison.  <  Robinson. 


£.      $.    d. 

26 

Jobbing. 

Wife. 

3 

5 

1 

52 

-     9     - 

23     8     - 

a    _    _ 

2  la    - 


28    -    - 
6  18    - 

21     2     - 

'7ft 

Jobbing. 

46 

-     9  - 

20  14  . 

2     -  - 

5    4  - 


27   18 
7   16 


7 

1 

10 


£.      I.     d. 

32 
Thresher. 

Wife. 
4 

a 
t 

52 

-  II  - 

aS  13  - 

a     -  - 

a  12  - 


33    4     - 
3  'o     - 

29  14     - 

-  1     94 

Thresher. 

37 

-  10     - 
18  10     - 

9     7- 


3  10 

3'     7 

7  16 

23  11 

6 
-     1 

'3ft 


Constant  Work),  in  each  of  the  Parishes  of  Cranfield,  Shitlivgton  and  Flitaick,  in  the  Ampthill  Union,  in  the  Years  1834  and  1837. 


PARISH    OF   SHITLINGTON. 

PARISH    OF    FLIT  WICK. 

In  Constant  Woiik. 

Not  in  Constant  Wonn. 

In  Constant  Work. 

Not  in  Constant 

Work. 

George 

J!  il Haiti 

William 

Joseph 

John 

Joseph 

John 

Daniel 

William 

James 

James 

John 

Hare. 

Weston. 

Ingram. 

Burnage. 

Cox. 

Denton. 

Balls. 

Page. 

Home. 

Edwards. 

OdeU. 

Chapman. 

£.     5.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.     s    d. 

£.   $.    d. 

£.     s.  d. 

£.     t.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.    1.    d. 

£.     ..  d. 

£.     1.  d. 

£.    t.   d. 

44 

44 

42 

33 

3' 

26 

5' 

36 

43 

42 

25 

32 

Thresher. 

1  Lrcbher. 

Curler. 

Jobljing. 

Ihresiicr. 

Jobbing. 

Jtibbing. 

Thresher. 

Ji'bbing. 

Jubbilig. 

Jobbing. 

Jobbing. 
Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wife. 

Wite. 

Wile. 

Wife. 

5 

5 

5 

3 

3 

1 

4 

6 

6 

3 

3 

4 

'3 

13 

14 
2 

6 
2 

5 
I 

1 

12 

16 

1 

16 
1 

1 1 

2 

7 
2 

1 1 
1 

52 

52 

52 

39 

52 

47 

52 

52 

52 

25 

52 

52 

-    1 1     - 

-   10     - 

-    IS     - 

-     9     - 

gs.  &  10s. 

-    9    - 

-   12     - 

-  13     - 

-    9    - 

-    9    - 

-     9     - 

-     9     - 

■2H    12      - 

26    -    - 

26    -    - 

17  11     - 

24  14    _ 

21     3     - 

31      4     - 

S3  'S    - 

33     8     - 

II     5    - 

33     8     - 

23     8 

2      -      - 

2     -     - 

2     -    - 

2     -     - 

2    _    - 

2     -     - 
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WOBURN    UNION    WORKHOUSE. 


N  EW    DIETARY 
For  Able-bodif.d  Men  and  Wo.men  iu  Woburn  Union  Workhouse,  adopted  10  April  1838. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Bread. 
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Cooked 
Meat . 
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Old  people,  of  Go  years  of  age  and  upwards,  may  be  allowed  tea  in  the  following  quantities  :  one  ounce  each  per  week,  to 
a  number  not  e.xceeding  seven  ;  seven  ounces  to  a  number  exceeding  seven,  and  not  exceeding  nine ;  eight  ounces  to  a 
number  exceeding  nine  and  not  exceeding  eleven  ;  seven  ounces  of  butter  and  eight  ounces  of  sugar  each  per  week,  in  lieu  of 
gruel  for  breakfast. 

Able-bodied  women,  employed  in  washing,  may  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  half  an  ounce  of  tea  and  three  ounces  of  sugar 
each,  for  every  three  days  actually  so  emploj'ed,  in  lieu  nf  gruel  for  breakfast,  if  so  desired. 

Childieii,  under  nine  years  of  age,  to  be  dieted  at  discretion  ;  above  nine,  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantities  as  women. 

Sick,  to  be  dieted  as  directed  by  the  iDcdical  officer. 

2^.B. — 13y  the  most  accurate  calculation,  the  increase  of  expense  on  this  dietary,  as  compared  with  the  old,  does  not 

enceed  three  farthings  per  head  per  week.  „,.„.       .,  ,      _,,    , 

°  Wtlltam  Cole,  Clerk. 


LATE    DIETARY 
For  Able-bodied  Men  and  Women  in  Woburn  Union  Workhouse. 
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Old  people,  of  Go  years  of  age  and  upwards,  may  be  allowed  on  meat  days,  two  ounces  of  bread,  in  lieu  of  half  the 
quantity  of  potatoes  ;  anil  on  soup  days,  four  ounces  of  bread  instead  of  potatoes,  for  dinner  ;  as  also  the  able-bodied  women, 
when  actually  employed  in  washing. 

Old  people,  as  above,  may  be  allowed  tea  in  the  following  quantities :  one  ounce  each  per  week,  to  a  number  not  exceeding 
seven ;  seven  ounces  to  a  number  exceeding  seven  and  not  exceeding  nine  ;  eight  ounces  to  a  number  exceeding  nine  and  not 
exceeding  eleven  ;  seven  ounces  of  butter  and  eight  ounces  of  sugar  each  per  week,  instead  of  gruel  for  breakfast. 

Able  bodied  women,  employed  in  washing,  may  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  half  an  ounce  of  tea  and  three  ounces  of  sugar 
each,  for  every  three  days  actually  so  employed,  in  lieu  of  gruel  for  breakfast,  if  so  desired. 

Children,  under  nine  jears  of  age,  to  be  dieted  at  discretion  ;  above  nine,  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantities  as  women. 

Sick,  to  be  dieted  as  directed  by  the  medical  officer.  „,.„.       „,,-„, 

William  Cole,  Clerk. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  REPORT 

riioM 
SELECT  COMMITTEE 

ON  THF. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 

WITH  Tur. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE, 
AND  APPENDIX. 


Ordered,  btj  Tin-  I{nuse  of  Cuiuiuuiij,  to  be  Printed, 
8  Mai/  1838. 
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T  W  E  N  T  Y  -  N  I  N  T  H 


REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ox    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH  THE 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE, 


AND    APPENDIX. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
9  Mat;  1838. 


378. 


C     ii     1 


Luna,  2'"  (lie  Kovembris,  1837, 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
a])pointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

]Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulctt  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiera. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bameby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Fcbruarii,  1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.  m 

ML\UTES  OF  EVIDENCE _        .    p.    1 

APPENDIX        ----- -    p.    29 


[     iii     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Pooii  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  CoMiHssiONEUS  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  ; — 

HAV'E  taken  some  further   Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


9  May  1 838. 
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[      >v      1 


WITNESSES. 


Mr.  Mark  Crabtrce 
Mr.  John  MarshuU 
George  Pearce,  Esq. 


-p.  1 

-  p.  J  cSc  13 

-  p.  1 1  &  27 


(  1  ) 


MINUTES    OF     EVIDENCE. 


Mercurii,  9°  die  Mali,  1838. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT 


Mr.  Barneby. 

Mr.  Estcourt. 
Mr.  Fieldeii. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 
Lord  Howick. 


Mr.  Langdale. 
Mr.  Lid  dell. 
Mr.  Miles. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Alark  Crabtree,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

9082.  C/iai?-7/ian.]  HAVE  you  any  names  to  put  in? — Mr.  Earneby  asked  me  ^h. Hark  Cmliree 
the  numbers  that  were  out  of  work  in  Marston,  and  I  was   asked   to  deliver   in        ■  — 

a  list,  which  I  will  now  do  ;  Thomas  Woodall,  Richard  Knight,  Thomas  Bunker,       9  >'">  1838. 
Charles  Bunker,  Joseph  Valentine,   Edward  ("handler,   Enoch  Sanders,  Stephen 
Two,  John  Kitchen,  James  Bunker,  Samuel  Jellets,  William  Kitchen,  John  Jellets, 
Peter  Pilgrim,  Thomas  Goodman. 

9083.  \  ou  alluded  to  a  passage,  as  having  appeared  in  some  Report  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  stating  that  the  people  were  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the 
public-houses  as  much  as  ever ;  have  you  discovered  any  such  passage  in  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners? — I  have  discovered  it  in  communications  sent  to  Mr.  Adey, 
and  it  is  inserted  in  the  Commissioners'  Report. 

9084.  Do  not  you  find  that  the  passage  which  you  refer  to  is  not  in  a  Report  of 
the  Commissioners,  but  is,  as  you  now  say,  in  one  of  the  several  communications 
sent  to  Mr.  Adey  by  Mr.  Snitch  ? — Yes. 

9085.  And  if  you  turn  to  the  same  page  you  will  find  that  those  communica- 
tions sent  to  Mr.  ildey,  and  by  him  published  in  his  Report,  are- very  various  ; 
expressing  difierent  opinions  from  dificrent  individuals  upon  the  same  subject ; 
because  in  the  same  page  you  will  find  that  in  another  communication  also  sent 
by  Mr.  Snitch  and  published  by  Mr.  Adey,  there  is  an  opini(>n  from  another 
person,  also  anonymous,  stating  that  they  do  not  frequent  the  public-houses  so 
much  as  usual  ? — Yes,  there  are  different  opinions. 

9086.  Mr.  Bariicbi/.]  Are  those  names  you  have  given  the  names  of  persons 
all  resident  in  the  parish  of  Marston  : — They  are. 

9087.  Mr.  Milcs.~\  Were  those  persons  out  of  work  when  you  were  there  ? — 
Yes;  and  while  we  were  down  there  lately  we  heard  that  as  many  were  still  out 
of  work. 

9088.  Were  those  persons  out  of  employment  for  any  length  of  time,  or  only 
casually? — Some  have  been  out  of  work  for  a  fortnight  and  some  six  weeks; 
they  are  employed  at  various  times  and  seasons ;  for  instance,  from  hay  time  to 
harvest  ;   and  from  harvest  they  would  lie  by  a  w^hile. 

0089.  My.  Fk'ldaiJ]  You  have  been  down,  during  the  Easter  recess,  to  Ampt- 
hill  ?— Yes. 

9090.  Did  you  find  many  out  of  employ  on  that  occasion  ? — A  great  many. 

Mr.  John  Jllars/iall,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

9091.  C/iair»uiii.'\  \0\J  were  describing  to  the    Committee   yesterday    your  "Sh.  Juhu  Mai  shall. 

occupation,  day  by  day,  during  the  week  ;  you  were  speaking  of  the  Friday,  and 

you  had  described  what  you  did  in  the  parishes  of  Houghton,  Hawnes,  Clo[)hill, 
Gravcuhurst  and  Shitlington,  and  were  proceeding  to  describe  what  you  did  in 
Higham-Gobion  ? — There  are  two  or  three  old  people  to  pay  there. 

9092.  You  arrive  at  two  o'clock? — Yes. 

378.  A  9093.  The 
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Mt.  John  Marshall.       9003.  The  population  is  108  ? — Yes. 

9094.  How  long  do  you  stay? — A  very  few  minutes. 

9  May  1838.  goq'y.  What  is  the  number   of  paupers  ? — Three  sometimes,  and  sometimes 

only  two  or  one. 

goqb.  Where  do  you  pay  the  poor  at  Higliam? — In  the  street;  there  is  no 
poor-house,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

90()7.  Would  it  be  possible  to  hire  a  room  at  Higham-Gobion  ? — I  should  not 
think  that  one  would  be  required  ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  get 
one ;  but  if  it  would  be  possible,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  required  to  pay 
a  couple  of  old  people. 

9098.  What  other  place  do  you  go  to  on  Friday  r — I  go  from  thence  to  Silsoe. 
90Q9.  At  what  time  do  you  arrive  there? — Half-past  two. 

9100.  Is  it  very  near  Higham  ? — Yes. 

9101.  W'hat  is  the  population  ? — Seven  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

9102.  What  time  do  you  remain  there? — I  remain  at  Silsoe  generally  from 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  20  minutes,  or  as  long  as  necessity  requires  it. 

9103.  Where  do  you  pay  them  in  Silsoe? — In  the  church-porch. 

9104.  What  number  of  paupers  are  there  generally  there? — Twenty-four. 

9105.  Do  you  find  any  inconvenience  in  paying  them  in  the  porch  of  the 
church  ? — None. 

9106.  In  very  bad  weather  is  it  not  inconvenient? — The  porch  is  screened,  it 
is  not  an  open  porch. 

9107.  And  you  do  not  remain  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour? — A  quarter  of  an 
hour  or  20  minutes. 

9108.  Supposing  a  person  in  the  place  wishes  to  make  application  to  you; 
supposing  any  new  cases  to  arise  of  relief  in  Silsoe,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or 
20  minutes  would  be  all  the  time  you  have  to  remain  iu  Silsoe  ? — No  ;  if  those 
cases  arise,  I  stop  till  I  dispose  of  them,  whatever  time  it  may  occupy  ;  I  am 
speaking  now  of  ordinary  cases. 

9109.  From  Silsoe  where  do  you  go? — To  Maulden. 

9110.  At  what  time  do  you  arrive  in  Maulden? — Three  o'clock,  or  a  little 
after. 

9111.  A  quarter  past  three  ? — Yes. 

9112.  What  is  the  population  of  Maulden?— One  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one. 

91 13.  How  long  do  you  remain  at  Maulden  ?— Usually  to  pretty  nearly  four. 

9114.  That  is  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour? — Yes. 

911.5.  Where  do  you  pay  them  at  Maulden? — In  the  school-room. 

QUO.  Have  you  a  room  to  yourself,  and  the  paupers  who  arc  there  at  the 
time  you  pay  them  ?— Yes,  there  are  no  other  persons  there  but  the  paupers;  it 
is  the  most  convenient  place  that  I  have. 

9117.   What  is  the  number  of  the  paupers? — Sixty-four. 

91 1  8.  Where  do  you  go  from  Maulden  ? — I  have  done  on  that  day. 

9119.  What  do  you  do  on  Saturday? — Goto  Lidlington,  in  the  first  instance. 

9120.  At  what  time  do  you  get  to  that  parish? — Nine  o'clock. 

9121.  What  is  the  population  of  Lidlington? — Eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

9122.  What  time  do  you  stay  there? — It  usually  takes  me  from  half  to  three 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

9123.  Where  do  you  pay  them  there- — In  the  church-porch. 

9124.  Is  that  a  convenient  place? — Not  very;  there  is  no  table,  but  merely 
a  seat  to  sit  down  on  ;  but  it  is  much  better  than  many  places  I  have. 

9125.  The  poor  in  some  of  those  places  are  very  old  and  infirm  persons,  who 
come  to  be  paid  ? — Yes, 

0126.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  is  desirable  that  those  persons  should  be 
sheltered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ?— They  are  sheltered  there. 

9127.  If  the  wind  blew  into  the  porch,  would  they  be  sheltered? — No;  it 
would  be  very  desirable  to  find  some  spot,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  it  at  Lidlington. 

9128.  What  is  the  number  of  paupers  ? — Fifty-three. 

91 2q.  What  proportion  of  those  are  old  and  infirm  people  ? —Thirty-nine  are 
old  and  infirm  people. 

9130.  Do  they  all  come  to  the  porch  themselves,  or  are  they  in  the  habit  of 
sending  persons  to  fetch  the  allowance? — Sometimes,  perhaps,  if  they  are  poorly 
they  do  not  come,  but  they  get  a  person  to  take  it. 

9131.  Have 
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9131.  Have  you  ever  known  in  tliat  parish,  or  in  any  other  parish,  that  when  ^li.JohnMarthaU. 

a  person  sends  another  to  receive  the  relief  for  them,  any  charge  has  been  made 

by  that  other  person?— No,  I  have  not.  9  -May  1838. 

9132.  Have  you  known  one  person  to  come  to  receive  the  relief  for  a  great 
many  of  the  poor,  and  to  make  a  deduction  from  iheir  relief  as  a  charge  for  the 
trouble  of  collecting  it? — No.  When  I  first  paid  that  union,  they  used  to  be  in 
the  habit  of  applying  for  a  number  of  people  in  that  way,  but  I  declined  to  pay 
them.  I  paid  them  in  the  first  instance,  but  I  afterwards  declined,  giving  notice 
that  1  should  not  pay  but  to  the  person  entitled  to  it,  unless  they  could  show  that 
that  person  was  not  able  to  attend. 

9133.  In  that  case,  what  practice  did  you  adopt? — Those  people  who  were 
not  able  to  attend,  I  allowed  another  to  take  their  money. 

9134.  They  send  a  neighbour,  and  occasionally  they  send  a  child,  to  take  the 
money,  do  they  not? — Yes. 

9135.  Have  you  ascertained  that,  previously  to  your  undertaking  the  manage- 
ment of  the  relief  of  those  persons,  persons  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
money  for  the  poor,  and  had  made  any  charge  for  receiving  it? — No;  but  my 
apprehension  was,  if  I  could  not  prove  the  delivery  of  the  moncj',  that  there  might 
be  some  mistake. 

9136.  From  Lidlington  where  do  you  go  ? — To  Marston. 

9137.  What  time  do  you  get  to  Marston.' — Ten  oclock. 

9138.  What  is  the  population? — One  thousand  and  seven. 

9139.  What  time  do  you  stay  there  generally  ? — About  an  hour. 

9140.  Where  do  you  relieve  them? — In  a  house  belonging  to  the  parish,  rn 
which  there  is  another  person  who  is  allowed  to  live  there,  not  rent-free,  but  some- 
thing under  what  they  would  otherwise  have  paid. 

9141.  Do  you  pay  them  in  a  room  by  themselves  ? — No;  in  a  room  wliere  that 
person  lives. 

9142.  Is  that  an  interruption  to  you  ? — It  is  not  in  that  instance,  because  there 
is  nothing  but  an  old  woman  there,  and  I  do  not  object  to  her  being  there. 

9143.  What  is  the  number  of  the  poor  there? — Eighty-six. 

9144.  Is  that  parish  house  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  residence  of  any 
of  those  poor  persons? — Not  far,  it  is  very  central  in  the  parish. 

914,5.  Where  next  do  you  go  ? — To  Cranfield. 

9I4().   What  time  do  you  get  to  Cranfield  ? — A  quarter  before  twelve. 

9147.  What  is  the  population  ? — One  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty. 

9148.  What  time  do  you  stay  there? — Usually  about  an  hour. 

9149.  Where  do  you  pay  them  ?  —  In  the  school-room. 

9150.  is  that  a  private  room  ?— No,  it  is  a  national  school. 

91.51.  Have  you,  at  the  time  of  paying  the  poor,  that  room  to  your  own  use  ? — 
Entirely. 

91.52.  What  is  the  number  of  the  paupers? — Sixty-nine. 

01.53.  Where  do  you  go  next? — To  Milbrook. 

91.54.  At  what  time  do  you  reach  Milbrook  ? — Usually  about  half  past  one. 
915.5-  What  is  the  population? — Six  hundred  and  two. 

915C.  How  long  do  you  stay  there? — About  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
9157.   Where  do  you  pay  them? — At  a  sho|)  that  was  formerly  the  old  work- 
house, but  is  now  converted  into  a  shop,  partially,  and  I  have  no  other  place. 
91,58.  What  sort  of  shop? — A  little  huxter's  shop. 

9159.  Do  not  you  consider  that  a  very  improper  place  to  pay  the  poor  in? — 
I  do  not  like  to  pay  them  there  ;  I  would  much  rather  pay  them  any  wliere  else, 
but  there  is  no  other  place,  unless  1  went  to  the  public-house,  which  I  should 
consider  still  more  objectionable. 

9160.  The  parish  has  not  provided  a  room? — No,  there  arc  only  20  paupers  ; 
if  they  chose  to  hire  a  room  they  could  very  easily  get  one. 

9i()i.  Where  do  you  next  go? — To  Ampthill. 

9162.  Do  you  pay  the  poorat  Ampthill  on  that  day? — Yes. 

9163.  At  what  time  do  you  got  back  to  Ampthill? — I  pay  the  poor  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;   I  usually  dine  first,  when  I  get  back. 

9164.  What  is  the  population  of  Ampthill? — One  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-eight. 

916,5.  What  time  does  it  take  you  to  pay  the  poor  there,  generallv  ?— About 
an  hour. 

9]6().  Where  do  you  pay  them  ? — In  the  union  workhouse. 

378.  A  2     '  9167.  What 
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yiwJohnMunhuli.       01 67.  What  is  the  number  of  paupers? — Forty-five  is  the  average  number. 

91(18.  Then  comes   Sunday;  what  do  you  do  on   Monday? — I   go  to  Flitton 

y  May  1838.       first,  at  nine  in  tlie  n)ornin|>  ;  the  population  of  Flitton  is  458. 

9169.  What  time  do  you  stay  there  ?  -About  half  an  hour. 

9170.  Where  do  you  pay  them  ? — In  the  body  of  the  church;  the  clergyman 
has  not  objected. 

9171.  What  is  the  number  of  the  paupers  ? — Thirty-four. 

9172.  Where  do  you  00  next? — Pullo.vhill. 

9173.  At  what  time  do  you  arrive  at  Pulloxhill  ? — Ten;  the  population  of 
Pulloxhill  is  529. 

9174.  What  time  do  you  stop  there  ? — Half  an  hour. 

9175.  Where  do  you  pay  the  paupers? — The  body  of  the  church. 
91  76.  What  is  the  average  number  of  the  poor  ? — Forty-four. 

9177.  Where  next? — Westoning. 

9178.  Wiiat  time  do  you  arrive  there? — Eleven;  the  population  of  Westoning 
is  627. 

9179.  What  time  do  you  stay  there? — Usually  about  half  or  three  cjuarters  of 
an  hour,  according  to  whether  there  are  any  applications  or  not. 

9180.  Where  do  you  pay  them? — In  the  church-porch,  exposed  to  the  weather 
very  much  ;  a  very  inconvenient  place  for  the  poor  people  to  come  to. 

9181.  And  in  bad  weather  a  very  improper  place  for  infirm  aud  aged  people? 
— Very  improper. 

91 S2.  What  is  the  average  number  of  paupers  ? — Forty-five. 

9183.  To  what  place  do  you  next  go  ? — Flitwick. 

0184.  At  what  time  do  you  get  to  Flitwick? — Twelve;  the  population  of 
Fli'twick  is  630. 

918.').  What  time  do  you  stay? — About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  usually  ;  there  is 
no  place  to  pay  there ;  I  pay  them  in  the  open  street. 

9186.  What  is  the  average  number  of  paupers? — Twenty. 

9187.  To  what  place  do  you  next  go? — Steppingley. 

0188.  At  what  time  do"  you  arrive  there? — One  o'clock;  the  population 
is  348. 

9180.  What  time  do  you  stay  ? — About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  20  minutes. 

9190.  Where  do  you  pay? — There  is  no  place  provided  there;  I  have  gone 
into  a  person's  house  in  bad  weather,  but  I  pay  usually  in  the  street. 

9191.  What  is  the  average  number  of  paupers  ? — Eighteen. 

9192.  Where  do  you  go  next? — That  is  ail ;  those  are  all  the  parishes. 

9 1 03.  Where  do  you  go  on  the  next  day? — On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
I  make  up  my  accounts,  and  remain  at  home  to  receive  applications  from  poor 
people  who  wish  to  apply  to  the  board. 

9194.  Is  it  necessary  for  you  to  remain  at  home  to  receive  applications  on  those 
days  when  probably  you  are  at  home  every  evening  after  your  day's  work  in  those 
parishes  ? — Yes,  always. 

9195.  For  instance :  on  Monday,  the  last  parish  you  stay  to  relieve  is  Step- 
pinglev,  and  you  are  there  at  one  o'clock,  therefore  you  have  the  whole  of  Monday 
evening  ? — Yes. 

9196.  Would  not  one  day  be  perfectly  sufficient  for  you  to  make  up  your 
accounts? — No  ;  there  are  the  accounts  of  19  parishes. 

9197.  Do  you  take  your  application-book  with  you  when  you  go  round  the 
several  parishes  ? — A  rough  one,  1  do. 

91Q8.  Is  that  rough  application-book  a  blank  piece  of  paper,  or  is  it  a  paper 
with  a  proper  printed  form  : — It  is  a  proper  printed  form. 

9199.  In  which  you  make  an  entry,  upon  the  spot,  of  an  application  ? — Yes. 

9200.  That  makes  it  the  more  easy  to  transfer  the  application  from  that  entry 
to  the  application-book? — Yes. 

9201.  Are  there  any  days  in  the  week  wliich  you  are  in  the  habit  of  appro- 
priating to  visiting  the'difte'rent  parishes  unexpectedly,  and  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  the  poor  ? — No. 

9202.  It  appears,  from  the  description  which  you  give  of  the  manner  in  which 
your  time  is  occupied  and  your  days  distributed  during  the  time  you  are  giving 
relief,  that  there  would  be  very  little  time  for  you  to  go  into  the  people's  houses 
to  see  them  occasionally,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  change  in 
their  condition  for  the  better  or  the  worse? — Those  people  are  old  people  chiefly  ; 

the 
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the  relief  is  chiefly  confined  to  old  people,  and,  therefore,  if  there  is  any  change  hlT.JohnManhall. 
in  their  circumstances  they  let  me  know.  

9203.  But  many  of  those  people  who  receive  relief  must  be  persons  receivingj       9  May  1838. 
relief  only  occasionally,  and  people  who  are  ill  and  require  relief  from  accidental 
circumstances  ;  judging  from  the  manner  in  which  your  time  is  occupied,  it  would 

appear  that  you  have  but  very  little  time  to  go   to  their  houses  and  see  their  con- 
dition ? — I  have  time  whenever  I  think  there  is  occasion  for  it. 

9204.  Do  not  you  think  it  desirable,  without  there  being  occasion  shown  for  it, 
in  order  to  ascertain  really  and  accurately  what  the  condition  of  the  poor  is,  that 
you  should  devote  a  part  of  your  time  to  unexpected  and  occasional  visits  at  their 
houses  ? — 1  often  do  that  when  I  am  going  for  other  purposes,  but  not  for  that 
purpose;  when  I  am  called  out  to  villages  upon  other  occasions  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  observing  the  habits  of  the  poor,  and  how  far  their  condition  is 
improved,  both  from  inquiry  and  observation. 

9205.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  making  any  return  in  the  nature  of  a  diary,  in 
this  form,  [  Vide  Appendix  A.]  to  the  board  of  guardians,  of  the  manner  in  which 
your  week  is  occupied  ? — No. 

9206.  You  have  no  such  form  provided  in  your  union? — No. 

9207.  The  whole  of  your  time  being  apparently  occupied  in  giving  relief,  except 
the  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  and  Monday  afternoon,  which  you  describe  as  beino- 
passed  at  Ampthill,  there  is  no  portion  of  your  time  specifically  appropriated  to 
occasional  and  unexpected  visits  at  other  times  to  the  parishes  ? — No,  none ;  not 
specifically. 

9208.  You  are  not  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  parishes  of  the  union  above  once 
a  week  ? — Not  as  a  general  rule. 

9209.  Mr.  Miles.']  Supposing  then,  at  the  time  you  leave  the  Gravenhurst 
circuit,  an  application  should  be  made  in  the  parish  of  Cranfield,  for  relief  in  a 
new  case,  what  should  you  do? — It  would  be  made  to  the  overseer  upon  the  spot, 
who  has  authority,  as  much  as  I  have,  to  relieve  it. 

9210.  Have  the  overseers  in  their  districts  so  relieved  ? — They  have  in  many 
instances. 

921 1 .  Have  they  in  all  ? — They  have  in  very  many  instances ;  I  do  not  know  that 
they  have  in  all,  because  1  cannot  tell  whetiier  they  have  ever  refused  any  one. 

9212.  Are  any  directions  left  at  the  different  places  which  you  relieve,  as  to 
where  you  are  to  be  found,  and  where  application  is  to  be  made  to  you  in  cases  of 
necessity  ? — There  are. 

9213.  What  are  those  directions  ? — This  is  one  form ;  those  directions  have 
been  very  freeh'  distributed  through  the  union. 

[The  same  was  delivered  in,  and  read  as  follows ;] 

Ampthill  Union. 

It  appearing  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  Ampthill  Union,  that  the  powers  vested  in 
overseers,  by  the  .')4th  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  have  been  in  many  cases 
misconstrued,  which  enacts  tluit  "it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  an  overseer  of  the  poor  to  o-ive 
any  other  relief  from  the  poor-rate  than  such  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  guardians,  except 
ill  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  in  which  cases  he  is  required  tt?  "ive  such  tem- 
porary relief  as  each  case  shall  require  in  articles  of  absolute  necessity,  but^not  in  monev  " 
I  am  directed  to  observe  that  the  necessity  which  would  justify  the  interference  of  an  overseer 
must  be  real  and  urgent,  and  not  in  any  degree  fictitious  or  pretended  ;  and  such  officer 
must  feel  thoroughly  persuaded  that,  by  allowing  the  applicant  to  remain  until  the  followine 
board  day,  real  danger  or  serious  injury  would  be  likely  to  result. 

In  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  such  as  serious  illness,  or  calamitous  accident 
if  there  are  proper  grounds  for  supposing  that  evil  would  arise  from  the  delav  of  allowin<r* 
rebel  to  be  administered  in  its  usual  course,  the  overseer  has  the  power  of  dircctincr  relief  to 
be  given  in  medicine,  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  district,  but  the  duration  of  the  order  is 
to  be  limited  to  such  time  as  will  enable  the  overseer  to  transfer  the  case  to  the  relievino" 
officer  ;  and  it  caimot  be  too  generally  known  that  any  description  of  relief,  thus  o^iven  will 
only  be  valid  witli  reference  to  a  person  really  destitute  of  the  means  of  providin«<-  ft  for  him- 
self or  family.  '^ 

Taking  into  consideration  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  board,  and  the  subsequent  days  on 
which  the  parishes  are  visited  by  the  relieving  officer,  the  guardians  are  of  opinion  that 
comparatively  few  cases  will  arise  so  urgent  in  their  nature  as  to  call  for  the  interference  of 
overseers,  but  whenever  sucli  may  happen,  much  unnecessarv  trouble  will  be  obviated 
by  a  strict  and  impartial  inquiry  preparatory  to  administering  "relief;  the  result  of  which 
niquirv  should  be  stated  by  the  overseer  in  the  written  report  he  is  directed  to  make  to  the 
S"*^'  A3  relieving 
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lMr../o//N  Marshnll.  relieving  officer,  by  section  20,  paragraph  5,  of  tlie  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Poor  Law 
.  Conniiissioners. 

9  May  1838.  Signed,  by  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Overseers  of  the  Parish  of 

//  is  requested  that   this  document  vnnj  he  preserved  and  transferred  to  i/cwr  siircrssors  in 
office. 

f 

9214.  Are  those  resolutions  of  the  Ampthill  board? — They  are. 

9215.  What  is  the  date  of  that  ? — It  is  always  dated  at  the  time  it  is  filled  up, 
but  there  is  no  date  to  this  form. 

92 1().  Was  this  issued  at  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  guardians  of  the  Ampthill  Union,  to  the  overseers? — It  was  first  issued  towards 
the  end  of  1836,  and  has  since  been  sent  to  the  overseers  as  they  came  into  office. 

9217.  Have  any  cases  occurred  in  which  overseers  liave  relieved,  conceiving 
they  were  acting  up  to  those  instructions,  and  the  amount  of  that  relief  has  been 
disallowed  by  the  board  of  guardians  or  the  overseer  ? — Never ;  that  brings  to 
my  mind  the  case  mentioned  in  G808,  where  the  overseer  of  Steppingley  is  said 
to  have  paid  money  out  of  his  pocket,  and  to  have  had  it  disallowed ;  I  waited 
on  the  overseer  of  Steppingley  to  know  what  case  thai  was,  as  no  such  thing  has 
come  under  my  notice,  and  he  was  not  at  home,  or  at  least  he  was  denied  ;  his 
wife,  however,  told  me  that  in  the  case  of  John  Farmer,  who  lived  in  the  Woburn 
Union,  he  had  applied  for  relief;  her  husband  had  given  him  2a.,  and  that  he 
had  spoken  to  me  about  it,  and  I  had  told  him  that  it  was  illegal ;  I  am  not  aware 
that  he  did  speak  to  me  about  it,  but  if  he  did,  that  was  the  answer  I  should  have 
given  him,  because  it  was  a  man  who  lived  out  of  the  union,  and  he  gave  it  in 
money  instead  of  in  kind  ;  that  is  pointed  out  hx  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

9218.  Chairman.']  The  instructions  to  the  overseers  in  cases  of  that  descrip- 
tion, are,  that  they  should  give  relief  in  articles  of  absolute  necessit}',  but  not  in 
money  ? — They  are ;  there  is  another  case,  where  the  overseer  of  Marston, 
Mr.  Ilifl',  says,  "  I  was  called  upon  yesterday  to  attend  James  Houghton,  who 
appears  very  ill ;  he  wished  to  have  Mr.  Bull,  as  he  had  been  taking  his  medi- 
cine ;  he  is  apparently  destitute,  and  was  taken  ill  on  Sunday  last ;  I  have 
requested  Mr.  Bull  to  attend  him,  and  relieved  him  with  necessaries  to  the  amount 
of  1*.  Gd.  ;"  this  bill  was  given  to  me  and  I  laid  it  hefore  the  board  of  guardians, 
and  the  chairman  writes  on  the  back  of  it,  "  This  man  is  a  hired  yearly  servant, 
and  his  master  bound  to  keep  him;"  and  that  l,y.  Qd.  was  consequently  dis- 
allowed ;  but  I  have  since  ascertained  that  Mr.  Iliff  received  it  from  the  master, 
Mr.  Duncombe. 

9219.  Have  you  seen  an  instructional  letter,  addressed  to  various  boards  of 
guardians  ;  take  this  volume,  the  Report  of  1837,  in  your  hand,  and  look  at  para- 
graph 57  of  the  instructional  letter  addressed  by  the  Commissioners  to  the 
various  boards  of  guardians,  and  read  it? — "  In  all  cases  the  relieving  officer 
should  be  required  to  see  and  examine,  not  only  the  head  of  the  family,  but  everv 
member  of  it  whose  name  is  presented  as  parts  of  the  claimants  of  relief." 

9220.  Do  not  you  think  it  exceedingly  desirable  that  that  precaution  should 
be  taken,  in  order  that  the  relieving  officer  may  make  himself  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  those  applying  for  relief? — If  the  family  is  strange  to 
me,  I  do  so,  but  that  is  not  the  case  with  many  families  in  the  union. 

9221.  But  may  not  the  circumstances  of  the  family  alter  for  the  better  or  the 
worse,  such  as  to  make  a  change  in  their  condition  necessary,  supposing  a  year 
or  even  a  month  to  have  elapsed,  which  may  make  it  desirable  that  the  relieving 
officer  should  inform  himself  accurately,  by  apjilication  at  the  house,  of  the  real 
circumstances  of  the  case  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  find  that  I  can  get  better  information 
from  the  neighbouring  farmer  than  from  the  family  itself;  I  do  not  expect  to  hear 
the  truth  from  any  part  of  the  family  when  I  ask  them. 

9222.  But  do  you  not  think  it  very  material  towards  forming  your  opinion  of 
the  real  condition  of  any  family,  that  you  should  go  to  their  house,  and  examine 
yourself  the  condition  in  which  they  appear  to  be.^ — I  think  it  is  necessary,  and. 
I  act  up  to  it  when  I  think  there  is  a  necessity  for  it. 

9223.  But  in  the  manner  in  which  your  time  is  occupied,  there  would  appear 
to  be  scarcely  leisure  for  you,  in  many  cases,  to  avail  yourself  of  that  opportunity? 
— Not  when  a  person  lives  at  any  considerable  distance. 

9224.  Mr.  Frcs/ijicld.]  The  difficulty  would  not  be  confined  to  those  at  a  great 

distance. 
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distance,  but  to  persons  in  any  place  where  you  have  a  limited  time? — No  ;  I  have  Mr.Johi.  MarJuJi. 
no  rule  compelling  me  to  be  home  at  a  certain  time.  "^7      g  g 

922.5.  Chairman. ]  Where  a  person  comes  and  applies  for  relief  in  any  of  those 
parishes,  and  you  insert  the  name  in  the  application-book,  in  order  that  the  case 
may  be  determined  by  the  board  of  guardians,  do  you,  in  every  case,  take  care  to 
see  the  family  of  the  person  making  the  application? — If  I  do  not  know  them, 
I  do. 

9226.  Do  you  make  up  the  pauper  description-list;  is  that  one  of  the  forms 
that  you  are  required  to  comply  with? — That  I  made  up  three  years  ago. 

()227.  Has  that  been  revised  since? — I  saw  every  family  at  the  time  I  made  it, 
and  I  have  seen  every  family  since  that  has  been  entered  into  it. 

9228.  Lord  Ilozficlc]  From  the  statement  you  have  given  of  the  number  of 
pauper?,  and  the  population  of  the  different  parishes,  I  observe  that  there  is 
a  great  disproportion  in  the  amount  of  pauperism  in  different  parishes  ;  in  the  case 
of  iMarston,  with  a  population  of  1,007,  there  are  80  paupers,  or  1  in  Hi  ;  but  in 
Ampthill,  in  a  population  of  1,688,  there  are  45  paupers,  or  1  in  37i;  so  that 
there  is  three  times  as  much  pauperism  in  Marston  as  in  Ampthill ;  can  you 
account  for  that  difference? — Marston  was,  with  the  exception  of  Westoning,  the 
most  pauperised  parish  in  the  union,  and  those  people  have  not  been  cured  of 
their  pauperised  habits ;  and  we  have  a  long  list  of  old  people  in  Marston, 
much  more  so  than  in  Ampthill.  In  Ampthill  there  are  private  charities,  from 
which  old  people  receive  some  relief,  and  which  causes  a  less  amount  of  pauperism 
than  in  Marston. 

Q229.  Then  you  attribute  the  great  variations  in  the  proportion  of  the  pauperism 
to  the  population  in  the  different  parishes,  to  the  degree  to  which  the  abuses  of 
the  old  system  had  prevailed,  and  to  the  greater  or  less  extent  of  private  charity  ? 
—I  do. 

9230.  Chairman.]  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  in  winter,  during 
severe  weatlier,  from  30  to  40  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill  alone  were  totally  unem- 
ployed ;  does  that  correspond  with  your  observation? — I  think  not;  the  names  of 
those  people  have  been  promised,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  them.  I  could  form 
a  better  opinion  if  I  were  favoured  with  their  names. 

9231.  Has  the  number  of  applications  made  to  you,  or  to  the  overseers  of  the 
parish,  complaining  of  being  reduced  to  great  distress  for  want  of  occupation,  at 
all  corresponded  with  that  number?  —Not  at  all ;  1  have  had  comparatively  verj- 
few  applications. 

()232.  Have  the  overseers  mentioned  to  you  that  they  have  received  many 
applications? — No,  they  have  not. 

0233.  Do  you  believe  that  if  parties  were  reduced  to  great  distress  they  would 
be  deterred  from  making  application  either  to  you  or  the  overseers? — I  think  not ; 
I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  be  so  ;  it  is  a  natural  consequence,  if  persons 
require  relief,  that  they  should  apply  to  the  only  sources  from  which  they  can 
receive  it. 

9234.  It  is  stated,  that  parties  do  not  choose  to  make  an  application  for  relief, 
under  the  impression  that  they  can  receive  relief  only  in  the  workhouse  ? — If  they 
are  able-bodied  out  of  employ  ;  such  has  long  been  the  rule  in  Ampthill,  and  they 
are  all  aware  of  it. 

9235.  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  applying  for  orders  of  admission  into  the  work- 
house ] — Not  very  frequently. 

9236.  Do  you  believe  that  those  numbers  of  able-bodied  labourers  can  be  said 
to  be  any  thing  like  generally  out  of  employ  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill  ?- — I  think 
not ;  there  was  a  total  suspension  of  agricultural  labour  during  the  heavy  snow, 
and  there  might  be  a  good  many  out  of  employ  just  at  that  time. 

<)237.  How  long  did  that  cessation  of  employment  la.st? — I  think  about  three 
weeks. 

923S.  What  do  you  believe  that  the  people  did  to  support  themselves 
during  that  time  ? — I  see  that  that  question  having  been  asked  of  Mr.  Turner, 
he  stated,  "  Those  people,  if  they  are  asked  the  question,  say  they  cannot 
tell  themselves,  but  it  is  chiefly  on  bread  and  potatoes."  I  do  not  know 
whether  Mr.  Turner,  in  the  course  of  his  examination  into  the  poor  people's 
cases,  has  become  acquainted  with  the  assistance  they  had  in  the  hard  weather 
from  public  and  private  charity ;  whether  he  knows  the  quantity  of  soup  and 
coals  that  were  given  away  in  this  and  former  winters.  In  the  parish  of 
Ampthill  alone,  there  was  not  a  family,  the  head  of  which  was  out  of  work,  or 
even  when  they  were  in  work,  if  the  children  were  more  than  two,  that  had  not 
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Mr. .fuhii  Marshall-  soup  given  them  in  the  hard  weather,  according  to  tlie  number  of  the  family;  it 

\va.s  o-ivcn  tliree  times  a  week  during  the  severe  weather,  and  twice  a  week  aftcr- 

9  May  1838.  wards,  at  the  rate  of  a  pint  to  each  member  of  the  family  ;  there  were  229  families 
thus  relieved  with  soup  twice  or  thrice  a  week ;  and  coals  were  distributed  at 
half-price,  that  is  l,v.  a  hundred  weight,  four  times  during  the  severe  weather; 
between  40  and  50  tons  of  coals  were  thus  distributed.  There  is  also  a  clothing 
club,  a  feofl'ee  charity,  a  Dorcas  society,  a  lying-in  society,  and  many  benevolent 
individuals  that  live  there,  from  which  the  poor  are  enabled  to  live  during  the 
hard  weather  of  that  kind. 

9239.  Were  those  subscriptions  for  soup  and  coals  raised  especially  upon  that 
occasion,  and  with  reference  to  that  hard  weather  ? — It  is  always  so  during  each 
winter. 

9240.  And  distributed  in  the  manner  you  describe? — Yes. 

0'24i.  You  think  that  that  must  have  been  a  material  assistance  to  the  poor? 
—Yes. 

9242.  But,  independently  of  that,  have  not  the  families  in  Ampthill  a  source 
in  straw-plaiting  and  lace-making,  from  which  they  derive  subsistence  ? — Yes. 

9243.  That  occupation  would  not  be  interrupted  by  hard  weather? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

9244.  Can  you  give  any  notion  of  the  earnings  of  parties,  at  difi'erent  times  of 
life  and  different  ages,  in  either  straw-plaiting  or  lace-making  ? — It  very  much 
depends  upon  the  industry  of  the  mother,  in  the  first  instance,  as  to  whether  she 
brings  up  her  family  in  a  proper  manner;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
when  a  family  is  so  brought  up,  the  children,  from  seven  years  of  age,  will  be  in 
the  receipt  of  earnings. 

9245.  Talve  children  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  what  do  you  suppose  they  could 
earn  at  straw-plaiting? — At  straw-plaiting  I  should  say  that  a  child  at  eight 
years  of  age  would  earn  1*.  a  week. 

9246.  Take  a  young  woman  of  18  or  19,  what  would  she  earn? — Five  or  six 
shillings  a  week,  and  I  say  that  from  particular  inquiry. 

9247.  Is  that  an  unusually  skilful  or  good  plaiter? — I  should  say  an  ordinary 
plaiter  would  earn  5s.  a  week;  and  in  the  cases  of  skilful  plaiters  about 
Westoning,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  plaiting  bents,  I  should  say  they  could 
earn  7  s. 

9248.  Are  the  plaiters  of  Ampthill  exposed  to  any  disadvantage  from  the 
want  of  a  plait  market  ? — Not  at  all. 

924().  How  do  they  dispose  of  their  plait  ? — They  take  tlie  plait  to  Slieffbrd, 
six  miles  distant ;  there  is  a  market  there,  and  there  is  a  plait-buyer  who  lives 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Ampthill,  and  who  buys  for  Mr.  Waller,  the  head 
merchant. 

9250.  Do  you  think  that  the  plaiters  at  Ampthill,  taking  their  plait  to  this 
person  who  lives  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  town,  or  to  Sheftbrd,  six  miles 
distant,  would  obtain  the  usual  price  for  their  plait? — Yes,  I  think  so;  because 
there  is  another  plait-buyer  also  at  Flitwick,  that  is  within  a  mile  and  a  half  the 
other  way  ;  people  have  no  difficulty  in  parting  with  their  plait. 

9251.  Turn  to  5S85;  it  is  there  stated,  with  reference  to  the  parish  of  Westoning, 
that  36  men  have  been  out  of  work  in  severe  weather,  and  that  on  the  17th  of 
February  there  were  40  ? — A  list  of  those  names  has  been  promised  ;  if  I  saw  the 
list  of  names  I  should  be  better  able  to  tell. 

9252.  During  that  time  you  were  at  Westoning  ? — I  was. 

92.53.  Did  you  find  that  there  was  an  unusual  number  of  applications  made  ? — 
No,  I  did  not ;  they  did  not  apply  to  me. 

9254.  From  any  inquiry  that  you  made  upon  the  spot,  did  you  apprehend  that 
there  was  great  distress  at  that  time  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  ? — I  do  not,  nor 
have  I  ever  considered  Westoning  a  distressed  place. 

9255.  What  are  your  reasons  for  considering  Westoning  not  a  distressed  place  ? 
— Because  the  men  themselves  are  chiefly  plaiters ;  nearly  every  man  brought  up 
in  Westoning  is  a  plaiter ;  he  plaits  till  he  is  big  enough  to  go  to  harvest  work, 
usually  at  14  or  15  years  of  age,  and  then  he  is  always  able  to  plait  when  he  is 
out  of  work  ;  I  know  them  when  I  see  them,  and  that  induced  me  to  withhold 
relief  from  them,  because  I  knew  they  were  not  telling  me  a  true  story  when  they 
said  they  had  nothing  to  do,  when  I  could  see  from  their  fingers  that  they  had 
been  plaiting. 

9256.  What 
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92,56.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  could  tell  by  their  fingers? —  Mr.  John  Marshall, 
Their  fingers  and  thumb  are  always  white  from  plaiting.  

9257.  And  did  you  observe  that  the  fingers  of  the  men  showed  that  they  were       9  ^Jay  '5*38. 
employed  at  plaiting? — I  did. 

9258.  How  much  do  you  suppose  that  they  would  earn  at  plaiting? — Some 
almost  as  much  as  the  women. 

9259.  What  do  you  state  that  to  be? — Five  shillings  a  week. 

0260.  Turn  to  5928  ;  it  is  there  stated,  that  if  a  man  has  a  wife  who  is  sick,  he 
is  not  entitled  to  relief  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill? — 1  do  not  know  whether  they 
are  entitled  to  it,  but  they  get  it. 

92C1.  Just  describe  to  us  fairly  what  would  happen,  if  an  able-bodied  man,  in 
the  receipt  of  the  usual  wages,  and  with  a  family,  was  to  come  and  say  his  wife 
was  ill,  and  unable  to  follow  the  usual  household  occupations,  in  what  way  would 
the  board  of  guardians  deal  wilh  such  a  case? — The  board  of  guardians  would, 
first  of  all,  wish  for  a  medical  report  on  the  subject ;  and  if  the  man  was  belonging 
to  a  medical  club,  a  certificate  would  be  sent  by  the  medical  officer  to  whose  club 
she  belonged  ;  if  not,  they  would  then  order  the  surgeon  to  attend  the  woman, 
and  upon  his  report  they  would  act  upon  the  following  board  day. 

9262.  But  in  the  interim,  and  before  they  could  receive  the  report  of  the 
medical  oflicer,  would  they  direct  you  or  any  body  to  make  inquiry  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  family? — They  would. 

9263.  If  you  found  that  in  consequence  of  the  wife  being  unable  to  follow  the 
usual  household  business,  and  to  look  after  the  Hxmily,  the  man  was  obliged  to 
hire  somebody  to  do  it,  and  that  it  was  an  expense  to  liim,  would  the  board  of 
guardians  assist  him  ? — ^The  board  of  guardians  would  authorize  me  to  place  a 
nurse  in  the  house,  if  it  were  required. 

9264.  Can  you  state  positively  that  that  is  the  general  practice? — That  has 
been  the  practice  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  union. 

026.5.  Supposing  his  children  to  be  ill,  what  would  be  done? — If  the  children 
were  ill,  if  there  was  more  than  one  ill,  if  it  was  a  case  of  small-pox,  or  any  par- 
ticular disease,  the  board  would  assist  him  ;  if  it  were  only  one  child  ill,  they 
would  be  very  cautious  in  doing  so. 

9266.  Supposing  the  man  or  his  wife,  or  any  of  the  family  to  be  ill,  are  you 
not  bound,  by  your  instructions,  to  furnish  such  relief  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse, 
as  the  case,  on  the  certificate  of  the  medical  officer,  may  appear  to  require? — 
I  think  not ;  if  the  man  is  as  the  head  of  the  family,  in  the  receipt  of  earnings, 
I  do  not  think  I  am  bound  to  make  a  pauper  of  that  man,  unless  particular  neces- 
sity requires  it. 

9267.  Then  you  think  you  are  at  liberty  to  exercise  your  discretion,  as  to 
whether  the  mans  earnings  are  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  provide  the  requisite 
assistance? — I  do  think  so. 

9268.  And  in  the  case  in  which  you  thought  his  earnings  were  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  you  would  not  give  the  man  relief? — Certainly  not. 

6269.  But  where  you  did  not  think  the  man's  earnings  sufficient,  even  though 
he  was  in  receipt  of  regular  earnings,  and  there  was  a  certificate  of  a  medical 
oflicer  stating  that  they  required  relief,  should  you  feel  yourself  bound  to  give  it? 
— I  should. 

9270.  What  is  your  practice? — That  is  my  practice  ;  I  give  it  in  all  cases 
where  I  think  the  necessity  exists  for  it,  and  where  the  mans  earnings  are  insuf- 
ficient to  provide  it. 

9271.  You  reside  in  the  parish  of  Ampthill,  you  must  therefore  be  very  con- 
versant with  the  general  state  and  condition  of  the  people  there ;  are  you  of 
opinion  that  two-thirds  of  the  labourers  of  Ampthill,  or  any  thing  like  that  amount, 
have  not  constant  work? — No,  1  am  of  a  very  different  opinion  ;  1  know  there  are 
many  v>ho  have  not  constant  work,  and  for  this  reason,  they  never  had  conitant 
work  in  their  lives,  and  never  will  have,  unless  they  reform  very  much  ;  they  arc 
people  who  live  the  whole  year  round  by  jobbing  work,  and  never  have  constant 
work. 

9272.  But  that  cannot  apply  to  two-thirds,  or  to  any  thing  like  that  number  of 
the  labourers  of  the  place  ? — Certainly  not. 

9273.  Should  you  say  that  it  was  a  true  description  of  the  condition  of  the 
labourers  of  Ampthill,  in  number  5938,  that  two-thirds  of  them  have  not  constant 
work  ? — Certainly  not  ;   far  otherwise. 

9274.  When  you  say  that  there  are  a  certain  number  of  people  in  a  place 
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fAr.  John  Marshall,  ^y^jij  go  large  a  population  as  Anipthili,  who  are  idle  and  irregular  in  their  habits, 
-  do  you  mean  that  tliose  are  the  description  of  people  who  do  not  obtain  constant 
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927'')-  Are  they  very  numerous? — I  think  Ampthill  has  a  fair  share  of  them, 
as  compared  witli  other  places. 

•jSjC).  Those  persons  would  be  exposed  to  inconvenience,  and  would  be  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  this  employment  of  plaiting,  in  order  to  support  themselves 
if  they  were  not  in  employment  ? — I  do  not  think  the  men  about  Amptliill  know 
much  about  plaiting  ;  I  think  they  depend  upon  jobs  and  occasional  employ- 
ment ;  Ampthill  being  a  market  town,  there  are  more  jobs  of  that  kind,  and  they 
get  a  very  good  living,  many  of  them. 

Q277.  Vcu  have  been  frequently  in  the  cottages  of  the  people  in  the  parishes 
of  the  union? — Very  frequently. 

9278.  What  do  you  find  generally  to  be  the  condition  of  their  bedding  ;  is  this 
a  just  description,  should  you  say,  generally  of  their  cottages  ;  turn  to  cjuestion 
5960,  where  it  is  said,  "  We  found  mostly  a  bundle  of  straw  put  together  to  lie 
upon,  the  same  as  for  a  cow  or  a  horse.'"  Should  you  say  that  generally  was  a 
description  of  the  bedding  of  the  cottagers  in  that  part  of  the  world  r — Certainly 
not ;  that  there  are  cottages  so  situated  I  have  not  a  doubt ;  in  fact,  I  know  it  to  be  the 
case  ;  but  they  belong  to  tliat  class  of  people  of  whom  I  have  now  been  speaking; 
see  the  cottage  of  the  regular  labourer  of  good  character,  and  you  will  find  his 
bedding  and  every  thing  else  in  a  very  different  state  from  the  description  there 
given. 

0279.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  living  in  other  parts  of  England? — 
I  have  ;  I  have  been  in  every  county  in  England  almost. 

9280.  Should  you  say  that  both  the  furniture  and  bedding,  and  the  general 
appearance  of  the  cottages  in  Bedford,  are  worse  or  better  than  in  the  other  rural 
parts  of  England  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — Certainly  not  worse  than  in 
the  other  rural  parts  of  England  ;  I  think  not  so  bad^s  in  Sussex  ;  I  was  down 
in  Sussex  three  years  ago,  and  I  observed  much  more  distress  there  than  I  have 
seen  in  Bedfordshire. 

9281.  That  was  before  the  introduction  of  the  new  law? — It  was  about  the 
time  it  was  being  introduced. 

9282.  Before  it  could  have  produced  any  effect  upon  the  condition  of  the 
labourers  ? — Yes. 

()283.  Does  your  experience  lead  you  to  believe  that  the  people  in  Bedford- 
shire and  the  Union  of  Ampthill  are  less  supplied  with  bedding  and  with  the 
common  furniture  for  their  houses,  than  they  were  before  the  Poor  Law  was 
introduced  ? — Certainly  not ;  the  same  people  that  had  it  during  the  old  Poor 
Law  have  it  now. 

9284.  Have  what? — A  comfortable  home,  and  the  reverse. 

9285.  Mr.  LicUielL]  The  Committee  infer  from  your  answer  to  the  questions, 
that  those  families  whose  furniture  and  bedding  is  found  m  the  condition  described, 
owe  their  destitution  not  to  any  want  of  emplo3'ment  for  labour,  but  to  their  mis- 
conduct ? — I  should  say  such  was  generally  the  case  in  many  instances,  perhaps 
in  most. 

928('>.  Do  you  consider  it  so  in  all  ? — Not  in  all ;  there  are  very  few  cases  of 
that  sort  without  exception  ;  but  as  a  general  rule,  I  should  say  that  was  so  ; 
that  they  are  not  men  of  good  character. 

9287.  Or  of  industrious  habits  ? — No. 

Q288.  Chairman.^  Or  that  there  was  a  want  of  good  management  on  the  part 
of  their  wives? — Yes;  very  much  depends  upon  the  wife;  if  you  see  a  good 
industrious  wife,  whatever  the  labourer  is,  you  see  the  cottage  clean  and  neat,  and 
the  children  sent  to  a  place  of  worship  on  the  Sunday;  and  where  it  is  not  so  it  is 
otherwise. 

9289.  Turn  to  G021  ;  you  find  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  William  Gid- 
dens  ;  he  is  described  as  a  man  who  has  a  wife  and  six  children,  the  eldest  of  the 
children  being  under  13  years  of  age,  and  this  family  had  had  but  a  few  days 
work  since  last  harvest?— I  do  not  know  the  man  at  all.  I  have  paid  the  Union 
of  Ampthill  for  three  years  and  the  man  has  never  made  application  to  me,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  know  him. 

9290.  This  man  is  stated  to  reside  in  the  parish  of  Clophill  ? — Yes  ;  but  as  this 
man  has  never  made  application  to  me,  of  course  I  never  sought  him  out. 

9291.  Turn   to  6124;    there    it   is  stated,  in    allusion  to  the  circumstances 

01 
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of  a   man   who    had   been  convicted   of  poaching',     "his   wife    died;  she   was   ^ir.  John  Marshall . 

confined  ;  three  days  after  her  confinement  an  inflammation  took  place  ;  she  was       " 

found  to  be  very  ill ;  they  applied  to  the  overseer ;  the  overseer  gave  them  a  note  ^  ^  ^38. 
to  come  to  Ampthill,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  to  the  relieving  oflicer,  to  get  a 
doctor  for  her ;  the  relieving  officer  would  not  look  at  the  note  :"  that  is  the  case 
of  a  woman,  being  the  wife  of  Mark  Herbert,  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  ;  have 
you  any  explanation  to  offer  upon  that  case  ? — The  only  explanation  I  can  give 
is  this :  a  note  was  put  into  my  hands,  and  I  did  read  the  note  ;  it  was  a  mere 
scrap  of  paper,  not  a  sealed  note  as  might  be  supposed  ;  saying,  that  Mark  Her- 
bert wanted  a  doctor  for  his  wife. 

9292.  It  is  said  you  would  not  look  at  the  note,  is  that  true  ? — It  is  not  true. 

9293.  Did  you  look  at  the  note? — I  did:  it  was  signed  by  John  Hine,  the 
overseer. 

9294.  What  did  you  do  upon  looking  at  the  note? — I  asked  why  the  man 
himself  did  not  come,  I  was  told  that  he  was  at  work  ;  I  then  asked  why  the 
overseer  did  not  give  the  order,  he  said  he  did  not  know  any  thing  about  it,  and 
I  said,  "  I  cannot  give  you  an  order,"  meaning  that  if  the  overseer  had  hesitated 
to  treat  it  as  a  case  of  urgent  necessity,  I  ought  to  do  so.  The  man  met  me  on  the 
Sunday  morning  himself  when  I  was  going  to  church,  and  I  asked  the  man  in  the 
first  instance,  "  Have  you  asked  Mr.  Chapman  to  go  on  your  own  account  r"  his 
answer  was,  "  No ;"  I  said,  "  That  would  have  been  the  proper  course  for  you  to 
pursue,  as  you  have  neglected  to  put  your  wife  in  a  medical  club,  and  you  are  a 
man  in  the  receipt  of  wages  just  returned  from  harvest;"  but  I  went  to  Mr.  Chap- 
man, I  did  not  like  to  break  into  the  rule  of  withholding  relief  from  men  not  in 
distress,  and  I  went  to  Mr.  Chapman  and  reasoned  the  case  with  him,  and  he 
agreed  to  attend  him  on  his  own  account  rather  than  break  into  the  rule. 

9295.  It  is  said,  on  being  spoken  to  by  Mr.  Chapman,  you  said,  "  If  it  is  one 
of  your  idle  days,  it  is  not  one  of  mine,  I  shall  not  go  ;"  did  you  make  such  an 
observation  ? — No  such  thing  ;  when  this  man  stopped  me  as  I  was  going  to 
church  with  my  wife,  I  said,  "  Why  did  you  not  come  yesterday  ?''  he  said,  "  Be- 
cause I  was  at  work;"  I  said,  "If  it  is  one  of  your  idle  days,  it  is  not  one  of  mine;" 
and  I  left  my  wife  in  the  gateway,  and  went  at  once  to  Mr.  Chapman  upon  the 
subject.  Mr.  Chapman  told  me  then,  that  he  had  been  overnight  to  the  house,  so 
that  the  woman  had  not  been  neglected  ;  the  man  wanted  to  shift  the  responsibility 
from  his  own  shoulders  to  that  of  the  parish,  and  I  was  not  willing  it  should  be 
done. 

()2q6.  Did  you  consider  Mark  Herbert  to  be  in  circumstances  to  enable  him  to 
provide  medical  assistance  for  his  wife? — I  did ;  the  man  was  just  come  from 
harvest,  and  was  in  the  receipt  of  10s.  a  week,  I  think  he  said,  but  perhaps  9.y. 

9297.  If  it  is  said  that  the  doctor  was  applied  for  on  the  Saturday  and  did  not 
see  her  till  the  Sunday,  is  that  so? — lam  not  sure,  but  I  think  Mr.  Chapman 
told  me  himself,  that  he  saw  her  on  the  Saturday  night  or  sent  his  assistant,  and 
I  understood  that  the  woman  was  bled  the  previous  night ;  I  think  he  told  me  so. 

9298.  The  first  application  was  made  to  you  on  Saturday? — Saturday  afternoon ; 
it  was  by  some  old  man,  I  believe  the  father  of  the  woman. 

9299.  It  is  said,  in  answer  to  question  6140,  that  the  relieving  officer  refused  to 
open  the  note  ;  you  positively  denv  that  ? — I  do,  for  it  was  already  open. 

9300.  And  you  read  it  at  the  time  ? — Yes. 

9301.  And  made  what  observations  you  thought  right  to  make,  having  read 
the  note  ? — Yes  ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  kept  the  note,  or  returned  it  ;  but 
I  have  looked  for  it  since,  and  cannot  find  it,  so  that  I  think  it  is  not  impossible 
that  I  might  have  given  the  note  back  into  the  man's  hand. 

George  Pearce,  Esquire,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

9302.  Cfiairma)!.']  ARE  you  a  magistrate  of  Bedfordshire? — I  am  not  acting      Gcorse  Pcaitx, 
at  present.     I  have  not  qualified  since  the  Queens  Accession.  t^*"!- 

9303.  Are  you  chairman  of  one  of  the  boards  of  guardians  ?— Of  the  Woburn 
board. 

9304.  Do  you  happen  to  know  any  thing  of  the  facts  with  regard  to  this  case 
of  Mark  Herbert,  w  hich  has  been  alluded  to  ? — Hearing  it  spoken  of  as  one  of 
extraordinary  hardship,  I  made  it  my  business  to  inquire,  my  brother  being  the 
clergyman  of  the  parish.  I  know  Herbert  personally,  and  the  report  I  hear  of 
him  is,  that  he  is  a  drunkard,  and  a  notorious  poacher;  he  is  a  widower,  with  two 
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George  Fearce,      children,  one  of  them  only  born  in  wedlock;  the  facts  arc  known  to  the  Committee 

^^^'  with  respect  to  the  woman's  confinement ;  my  brother,  the   clergyman,  attended 

~  her  three  days  before  she  died  ;  it  has  been  mentioned  that  there  was  no  food   in 

9     ay  1  3  •       ^jip  jiouse,  and  that  she  was  wholly  destitute  ;  my  brother   gave   her  money,  and 

ofiered  her  any  food  or  any  comfort  that  his  house  could  supply. 

9305.  Therefore  there  could  be  no  chance  of  her  sutl'ering  from  want  of  food, 
and  the  necessaries  of  life? — There  could  not,  and  at  the  same  time  she  commu- 
nicated to  him,  that  during  last  harvest  she  received  an  injury  whilst  gleaning, 
and  that  she  was  conscious  that  she  should  not  do  well  in  her  confinement.  This 
man  has  only  one  child  dependent  upon  him  ;  he  Avas,  at  the  time,  in  work, 
receiving  9  s.  a  week  from  a  farmer  in  the  parish  ;  he  is  a  member  of  a  benefit  club 
at  Silsoe  ;  a  nurse  to  attend  the  woman,  I  understand,  was  paid  for  by  the  Am|)thill 
board,  and  finally,  the  medical  officer  of  the  union  was  in  attendance. 

9306.  From  what  you  know  of  the  case,  and  the  inquiries  your  brother  made 
upon  the  subject,  you  do  not  believe  that  this  woman  was  in  want,  either  of  the 
necessary  comforts  required  for  her  circumstances,  or  in  want  of  medical  attend- 
ance ? —  She  had  medical  attendance,  and  she  had  a  nurse  in  constant  attendance 
upon  her,  and  the  man  was  at  the  time  in  full  work  at  Os.  a  week,  and  had  but  one 
child  dependent  upon  him. 

0307.  And  vour  brother  visited  the  woman  repeatedly  during  her  illness  ?  — 
During  the  last  three  days  of  her  illness. 

9308.  And  offered  her  any  thing  in  his  house  she  might  require  ? — Not  only  so, 
but  he  gave  her  money. 

9309.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Chapman? — I  do. 

9310.  Is  he  one  of  the  surgeons  employed  in  the  Ampthill  Union?— He  is  the 
medical  officer  of  the  union. 

9311.  Is  he  a  respectable  man  r — Highly  so;  a  most  humane  man. 

0312.  Would  yon  think  that  any  statement  he  made  might  be  relied  on? — 
I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  the  most  unimpeachable  veracity. 

0313.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Chapman  to  this  purport,  and  I  shall 
be  <Tlad  to  know  whether  it  corresponds  with  your  information  of  the  attendance 
upon  Mark  Herbert :  he  says,  "  Mark  Herbert  came  to  my  house  between  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  October  14,  1 837,  to  request  tliat  I  would 
see  his  wife,  whom  he  described  as  being  very  ill  after  her  confinement,  which  had 
taken  place  on  the  Thursday  previous  ;  he  said  he  had  applied  to  the  relieving 
officer  for  a  medical  order,  but  had  not  obtained  one.  I  immediately  sent  my 
assistant  over  to  Westoning  to  visit  the  poor  woman  ;  he  found  her  suffering  under 
symptoms  of  severe  inflammation,  he  bled  her,  and  sent  the  requisite  medicines  by 
the  man  the  same  evening,"  that  is  on  Saturday  immediately  after  the  application 
•was  made.  "  On  Sunday  morning  I  rode  over  to  visit  her  myself,  and  in  addition 
to  other  measures,  recommended  the  application  of  leeches,  a  sufficient  supply  of 
which  I  sent  inuncdiately  on  my  return  homo.  I  visited  her  again  on  Monday 
morning,  and  expressly  rode  over  to  see  her  on  Tuesday,  but  all  means  proved 
unavailing,  and  she  died  on  Wednesday  morning;  it  will  now  be  apparent  to  your 
honourable  Committee  :  "  the  surgeon  goes  on  to  say,  "  that  the  poor  woman 
was  properly  attended  to  on  the  Saturday  evening  immediately  her  husband  made 
the  application,  that  no  means  were  neglected  for  her  relief  from  that  time  to  the 
termination  of  the  case,  of  which  I  had  the  most  unfavourable  opinion  from  the 
first;  "  that  is  Mr.  Chapman's  statement  to  me.  Mr.  Chapman  adds  with  respect 
to  the  statement  made  in  answer  to  (piestion  6144,  which  is  this,  the  witness  is 
asked,  "  Did  the  man  then  go  to  the  doctor?  "  and  the  witness  answered,  "  He 
did,  and  stated  his  case ;  and  the  doctor  came  and  examined  the  case,  and  said, 
Go  to  Ampthill  and  I  will  meet  you  at  Ampthill  directly,  and  tell  the  relieving 
officer  I  want  him."  Mr.  Chapman,  in  allusion  to  that,  says,  "  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  the  statement  in  paragraph  C144  is  altogether  fictitious  :"  that  being 
Mr.  Chapman's  letter,  describing  the  manner  in  which  he  attended  to  the  applica- 
tion; in  that  case  would  it  appear  from  that  that  there  was  any  neglect  of  medical 
assistance? — It  would  not ;  1  spoke  to  the  overseer  and  asked  why  he  did  not 
send  the  order  for  the  medical  officer  to  attend,  instead  of  communicating  with 
the  relieving  officer  ;  he  said  he  did  not  know  what  his  duty  was. 

9314.  Mr.  LiMclL]  It  appears  the  woman  was  confined  on  the  Tlmrsday  ;  do 
you  know  Avho  attended  her  in  her  confinement? — A  nurse  was  in  attendance  ; 
J  suppose  as  midwife. 

93 15.  Was  she  employed  on  Herbert's  own  account,  or  by  the  union  ? — A  nurse 

was 
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was  paid  for  by  the  board,   but  I  cannot  say  whether  she  was  a  midwife  ;  1  am      George  Ptarce, 
not  resident  there.  Esq. 

9316.  Mr.  Fic/de/i.}  Is  there  any  entry  of  a  payment  for  a  nurse  in  the  parish       q  Ma    1818 
accounts  ? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  tlie  parish  accounts. 

()3]7.  C/iainiHtn.l  You  happened  to  live  near  this  man,  and  therefore  made 
inquiries  into  the  case  ? — I  live  in  the  adjoining  parish  ;  those  circumstances  were 
communicated  to  me. 

Mr.  John  Murahall,  further  Examined. 

9318.  Mr.  Liddcll.]  WHEN  an  application  was  made  to  you  by  means  of  that  Mt.  John  Marshall. 
note,  for  medical  assistance,  for  the  wife  of  Mark  Herbert,  the  only  reason  that  ' 
you  did  not  give  immediate  attention  to  it,  appears  to  have  been,  that  you  consi- 
dered Mark  Herbert  to  be  in  possession  of  sufficient  means  to  employ  a  medical 
man  himself,  and  not  to  resort  to  the  parisli ;  was  that  the  case? — It  was  ;  in  all 
those  cases  application  must  be  made  by  the  head  of  the  family ;  I  cannot  take  it 
from  a  second  party  ;  ihat  man  could  not  explain  to  me  the  circumstances  of  Mark 
Herbert,  and  if  he  wanted  relief  for  his  wife,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  come  to  me, 
and  stated  the  case,  and  convinced  me  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  provide 
medical  assistance  :  had  he  done  so,  I  should  have  given  it  to  him  ;  but  I  could 
not  do  ?o  upon  the  hearsay  evidence  of  another  man. 

93 1().   Does  he  reside  at  Westoning? — Yes. 

9320.  And  you  reside  at  Ampthill? — Yes. 

9321.  What  distance  is  Westoning  from  Ampthill?— Four  miles. 

()322.  If  Mark  Herbert  had  made  application  to  the  overseer  or  churchwarden 
of  Westoning,  he  might  have  received  tlie  relief  for  which  he  applied,  upon  his 
recommendation  ? — If  the  overseer  had  seen  that  the  case  was  a  case  of  necessity, 
■or  the  churchwarden,  he  might  have  given  an  order  for  the  doctor  to  attend,  with- 
out sending  the  party  to  me  ;  when  they  hesitated  to  pronounce  it  a  case  of  urgent 
necessity,  of  course  I  must  do  so  when  I  could  not  see  the  man. 

9323.  Was  that  note  written  by  the  head  of  the  family  ! — It  was  signed  by  the 
overseer,  merely  saying,  "  Mark  Herbert  wants  a  doctor  for  his  wife,"  not  stating 
it  to  be  a  ease  of  urgent  necessity. 

()324.  C/utirma)/.]  Take  this  book  in  your  hand ;  this  is  an  abstract  of  the 
application  and  report-book  ;  do  not  you  find  an  entry  for  a  nurse  for  IMark  Herbert  s 
wife? — Yes  ;  here  is  an  entry,  "  a  nurse  ordered  for  illness  of  wife,  since  dead  ;"' 
that  was  given  by  myself,  without  the  consent  of  the  board,  and  confirmed  by  the 
board,  and  afterwards  allowed  ;  the  date  of  that  is  the  5th  week  of  the  quarter, 
ending  the  23d  of  December  1837. 

9325.  Lord  Howick.']  Is  that  the  date  of  its  being  allowed  by  the  guardians.? 
— it  is  ;  it  would  have  been  given  the  week  before  ;  I  put  the  nurse  in  on  the 
Monday,  but  paid  her  from  the  Thursday  preceding. 

1)326.  Chainnun.']  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  upon  the  cases  of  Cox, 
Carter  and  Odell? — The  principal  thing  that  struck  me  about  the  earnings  there, 
is,  that  the  annual  earnings  of  Carter's  wife  seem  to  be  nothing,  except  that  she 
earns  lOs.  by  going  out  gleaning,  and  all  the  remainder  of  the  year  she  appears 
to  be  idle. 

()327.  It  is  stated  that  she  is  not  a  plaiter  ? — I3ut  she  is  doing  some- 
thing, lace-making,  if  she  is  not  a  plaiter  ;  there  is  nobody  idle  there ; 
they  are  sure  to  be  plaiters  or  lace-makers ;  but  there  are  no  earnings  for 
the  woman  beyond  10.y.  for  gleaning,  which  is  very  much  under  the 
mark,  in  my  opinion,  for  a  womans  gleanings,  or  she  must  be  up  late  in  the  morn- 
ing; and  the.  earnings  of  Odell's  family  are  stationary,  though  they  are  three  years 
older  :  and  tlie  amount  of  earnings  of  Cox's  family  has  dwindled  down  from 
16/.  2*.  to  10/.  8.V.,  while  his  children  have  increased  three  years  in  age,  and 
the  consequent  earnings,  1  .should  say,  nearly  doubled. 

0328.  Turn  to  CTO.'j  ;  there  you  will  find  the  case  of  a  woman  of  the  name  of 
Kuth  Cole,  who  is  described  in  this  way;  she  is  said  to  be  a  poor  woman,  near 
the  place  where  the  writer  of  the  letter  was  at  the  time,  •'  confined  some  time  ago  ; 
inflanunation  ensued;  the  officers  of  the  union  were  applied  to,  but  there  was  such 
a  number  of  individuals  to  be  seen  before  she  could  have  any  medical  relief, 
that  at  last  a  gentleman  sent  for  a  doctor  at  his  own  expense,  but  too  late  ;  the 
jioor  woman  died  a  victim  to  the  ill-working  system."  Have  yon  ^"V  observa- 
tion to  make  upon  the  statement  with  regard  to  lluth  Cole  ? — ^The  man  Cole  applied 
to  me  with  a  note  from  the  overseer,  as  in  the  case  of  Mark  Herbert ;  the  overseer 
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Mr.  Jo/iK  Marshall,  having  neglected  to  give  the  order  himself,  I  thought  that  he  had  no  business 

to  write  to  me  on  the  subject;  that  if  there  was  a  case  of  necessity,  tliat  the  woman 

9  May  1838.       should  have  a  doctor,   he  ought  to  have  ordered  one  ;  but  I  was  anxious  about 
the  woman,  and  knowing  that  the  man  was  in  constant  work  at   IO5.    a  week 
/^^  (I  had  the  fact  from  his  own  mouth),  I  said,    "  Have  you  been  to  Mr.   Chap- 

man to  ask  him  to  comer"'  he  said,  "  No,  he  will  not  come  without  the  money  ;" 
said  I,  "  How  do  you  know  ;  do  you  owe  him  any  thing?"  "  No,  1  do  not."  Then, 
I  said,  "  He  will  come  ;  and,  at  all  events,  go  and  ask  him,  and  let  me  know  whether 
he  does  or  not : "  he  went  away  from  my  house,  as  I  supposed,  to  o-o  and  ask 
Mr.  Chapman  ;  he  did  not  return  to  tell  me  that  he  was  unsuccessful,  but  went 
immediately,  from  all  that  I  could  learn,  to  Mr.  Linsdell,  and  told  him  that  he 
could  not  get  an  order.  Mr.  Linsdell,  seeing  that  it  was  a  case  of  necessity, 
sent  for  Mr.  Chapman  at  his  own  expense. 

9329.  In  that  case  you  referred  or  you  sent  the  man  to  inquire  of  the  doctor  if 
he  could  attend  ? — I  told  the  man  to  ask  Mr.  Chapman,  and  let  me  know  what 
Mr.  Chapman  said,  and  the  man  did  not  return  ;  and  I  concluded  that  he  had 
made  a  bargain  with  Mr.  Chapman  to  go  and  attend  his  wife. 

9330.  It  was  stated  that  the  man's  wages  were  8 .y.  or  95.  a  week? — The  man 
told  me  that  they  were  10*.;  and  in  the  application-book,  where  he  applied  on 
the  following  week  for  money  to  bury  his  wife,  it  would  appear  that  his  earnings 
were  10.?.  a  week. 

9331.  It  appears  in  this  case  that  the  overseer  told  Cole  that  he  could  not  give 
hira  an  order? — Yes,  that  is  the  statement. 

933'.i.  A  circular  letter  is  sent  to  every  parish  in  Ampthill,  informing  the  over- 
seers of  their  duties  in  these  particulars  ? — Yes,  which  I  have  already  put  in. 

9333.  Is  that  circular  sent  every  year? — It  is. 

9334.  So  that  the  new  overseers  are  put  in  possession  of  it? — They  are; 
I  deliver  it  myself. 

9335.  I  observe  this  entry  in  the  application-book,  on  the  ninth  week  of  the 
quarter  ending  the  23d  of  December  18.37  :  "John  Cole  applies  for  the  funeral 
expenses  of  his  wife,  which  is  granted ;"  and  in  that  application-book,  his  earnings, 
upon  his  own  application,  and  he  being  present,  and  having  made  the  statement  to 
the  board,  are  stated  to  be  10*.  a  week  ? — That  would  be  read  in  his  presence,  and 
if  there  was  any  mistake  he  would  have  corrected  it.  That  is  put  down  by  me,  in 
the  first  instance,  as  beino'  the  amount  of  the  earninofs,  and  I  or  the  clerk  read  it 
in  his  presence.  If  there  had  been  any  mistake  upon  that  point  it  would  have 
been  contradicted. 

9336.  Originally  taken  from  his  own  statement? — Yes;  and  before  closing 
this  circumstance  of  Cole,  I  would  just  refer  to  the  instructional  letter  which  has 
been  sent  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ;  it  says,  in  the  fourth  'paragraph  of  it 
(the  date  of  the  letter  is  the  6th  of  May  1836) :  "  It  being  the  object  of  the  Poor 
Law  Amendment  Act  to  restore  the  labourers  to  a  staie  of  independence,  every 
method  should  be  tried  to  enable  them  to  maintain  and  preserve  that  position  when 
once  they  have  attained  to  it,  and  to  strengthen  the  barrier  by  which  they  have 
separated  themselves  from  pauperism."  With  an  instruction  of  that  kind  before 
me,  I  cannot  break  down  that  barrier  on  every  application  made  to  me,  without 
being  quite  sure  that  the  person  cannot  procure  the  relief  that  he  seeks  from  the 
parish  ;  in  this  case  I  directed  the  man  to  go  to  Mr.  Chapman,  and  I  supposed, 
and  I  still  suppose,  him  to  have  been  able  to  pay  for  the  medical  attendance. 

9337.  Though  that  may  be  true  as  a  f;eneral  rule,  do  not  you  think  that  in 
respect  to  people  in  this  class  of  life,  sickness  to  the  head  of  the  family,  or 
to  the  wife,  or  to  any  member  of  the  family,  exposing  the  family  to  great  incon- 
venience and  expense,  may  be  taken  as  exceptions  to  the  rule? — Certainly;  if  the 
sickness  is  to  the  head  of  the  family,  that  ends  the  matter  at  once,  we  relieve 
them. 

9338.  But  where  the  sickness,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  does  not  occur  in  the 
instance  of  the  head  of  the  family,  but  of  the  wife  or  the  children,  and  exposes 
the  head  of  the  family  to  great  inconvenience  and  expense,  would  not  that  give 
the  family  a  claim  to  assistance  ?—  If  it  had  lasted  long ;  but  this  had  come 
on  within  a  day  or  two. 

9339.  I  find  this  paragraph  in  the  Second  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  cases  in  sickness  :  "  When  we  come  to  consider, 
that  though  a  person  in  good  health  may  be  perfectly  In  circumstances  to  maintain 
his  family,  yet  that  sickness  may  necessarily  reduce  him  to  a  state  requiring 

^  relief;" 
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relief;"  the  expression  is  this,  "  Sickness  may  in  itself  frequently  be  a  cause  of  Mi.  John  Marshall. 
destitution,   and  justify  an  order  for  relief;  it  will   often   be  found  necessary  to       ——— 
extend  it  to  those  who  when  in  health  are  able  to  maintain  themselves  and  their        9  May  '838. 
families,  but  in  case  of  sudden  and  unforeseen  necessity,  such  relief  may  at  once 
be  ordered  by  justices  of  the  peace,  churchwardens  or  overseers,  as  well  as  guar- 
dians or  relieving  officers  ;"  do  you  think  that  explanation  of  the  law  under  which 
relief  may  be  given  in  case  of  sickness,  is  well  understood  by  the  parish  officers 
in  your  district? — It  is  impossible  for  me  t    say  whether  they  understand  it,  but 
if  they  do  not  they  ought  to  understand  it ;  they  go  into  office,   and  they  ought 
to  understand  what  the  office  is,  and  not  make  it  a  nominal  thing. 

0340.  You  think  the  circular  addressed  to  them  by  the  Ampthill  Union  is 
calculated  to  give  them  an  acquaintance  with  the  law  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

9341.  Mr.  Lid(ldl.'\  In  the  second  instance  the  head  of  the  family,  in  the  case 
of  Ruth  Cole,  did  call  upon  you  with  a  request  for  assistance  .' — Yes. 

Q342.  But  you  refused  that  because  he  had  not  brought  with  him  a  sufficient 
certificate,  of  his  own  overseer? — No,  I  never  said  that. 

'•343-  ^^'ly  did  you  refuser — Because  I  considered  that  he  was  able  to  provide 
for  himself  that  assistance  which  he  was  asking  from  the  parish ;  and  I  tested  it 
by  sending  him  to  the  doctor,  to  ask  him  to  go  on  his  own  account ;  the  man  never 
went ;  it  subsequently  appears,  that  instead  of  going  to  the  doctor  he  went  to 
Mr.  Linsdell,  a  gentleman  in  his  own  parish,  and  told  him  that  he  could  not  get 
a  doctor,  and  Mr.  Linsdell  sent  for  the  doctor  at  his  own  expense. 

9344.  Perhaps  he  might  have  felt  that  he  was  not  capable  of  applying  for 
medical  assistance  at  his  own  cost  ? — He  could  not  convince  me  of  that  very 
easily,  he  being  a  man  in  work ;  and  this  sickness  had  not  been  of  long  duration, 
it  had  very  recently  occurred ;  he  would  find  it  difficult  to  persuade  me  that  it 
was  so. 

934,5.  Chairman.^  Had  he  a  numerous  family  ? — One  child,  and  another  born 
that  morning. 

0346.  Mr.  EUcourt.']  Have  you  ever  known  orders  for  medical  relief  granted 
by  other  persons  than  relieving  officers  ? — In  a  great  many  instances. 

9347.  By  justices  of  the  peace  .' — I  do  not  remember  any  instance  of  that. 

9348.  By  overseers  ? — Yes,  and  churchwardens. 

9349.  In  this  particular  parish,  in  which  Ruth  Cole  resides,  do  you  remember 
an  order  being  granted  by  the  overseer  ? — I  cannot  call  to  my  recollection  any 
circumstance  of  the  kind;  the  parish  is  very  small,  and  very  few  cases  occur. 

9350.  Mr.  Langdale.]  You  say  that  overseers  ought  to  know  their  duty,  from 
those  instructions,  which  have  been  issued  by  the  board  of  guardians ;  but  do  not 
you  find  that,  practically,  they  do  not  know  their  duty  ? — I  do  not  find,  prac- 
tically, that  the  whole  do  not. 

93.51.  But  there  are  instances  in  which  overseers  do  not  know  the  duly  they 
have  to  perform  .'' — I  have  found  instances,  but  there  are  four  parish  officers  in 
each  parish,  tW'O  churchwardens  and  two  overseers;  the  chances  are  that  they 
are  not  all  ignorant  men. 

93.52.  Persons  are  put  into  the  situation  of  overseers  who  are  not  properly 
instructed  how  to  perform  the  duties  ? — There  are  persons  who  can  neither  read 
nor  write,  who  arc  appointed  overseers. 

935:i-  Chairman.]  Turn  to  G835 ;  the  case  of  "  Susan  Bunker,  a  widow,  40 
years  of  age;  she  had  two  boys,  one  was  aged  15,  the  other  II  ;  this  woman 
makes  lace  ;  her  eyes  are  very  bad,  and  at  lace-making  when  the  eyes  are  bad, 
they  cannot  earn  much  ;  the  eldest  of  those  boys  was  sick,  and  evidently  going 
into  a  decline  ;  she  applied  to  the  board  for  a  doctor  for  him  ;  she  was  not  allowed 
one."  And  in  the  next  question  it  is  said,  "  I  find  that  she  applied  in  July,  and 
told  Marshall  that  her  son  was  dying,  and  Marshall  would  not  let  her  go  up- 
stairs;"' have  you  any  observations  to  make  upon  that  case  ? — The  observation  I 
have  to  make  upon  that  is,  that  the  woman  applied  for  out-door  relief  for  her  son 
and  not  for  medical  aid,  as  stated  ;  and,  as  she  came  late,  she  did  not  apply  to  me, 
but  at  the  board,  to  be  let  in  ;  and,  contrary  to  the  usual  rule  of  the  board,  they  did 
let  her  come  in,  and  heard  her  story,  and  which  it  appears  was  never  booked  ; 
she  applied  for  out-door  relief  for  her  son,  and  she  was  told  to  bring  that  son 
into  the  workhouse,  for  the  benefit  of  the  workhouse  infirmary ;  they  considered 
that  the  boy  would  be  taken  much  better  care  of  there  than  she  could  take  care 
of  him. 

93.54-  She  did  not  make  an  application  to  you  ?-— She  did  not ;  she  was  one  of 
378.  B  4  those 
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Mr.JoIm  Marshall,  tbosc  that  wore  late,  and  after  the  board  was  over  she  got  in  ;  she  made  a  personal 

_        application  to  mc  then. 

9  May  1&38.  n355-  Contrary  to  the  usual  system  of  the  board,  they  saw  her,  though  she  had 

not  made  a  previous  application  to  you  ? — They  did. 

0356.  Probably  they  were  induced  to  do  so  by  her  expressing  great  anxiety  to 
teli  her  story  ? — Slie  said  her  boy  was  sick. 

Q357-  Under  those  circumstances  they  deviated  from  the  usual  rule  of  not 
hearing  a  pauper's  application,  unless  previous  application  had  been  made  to  you, 
and  they  did  hear  her  application? — -Yes. 

9358.  And,  her  son  being  ill,  they  proposed  to  her  that  her  son  should  come  into 
the  infirmary  of  the  workliouse  ?— Yes. 

93.59.  Under  the  impression,  that,  the  infirmary  being  under  the'  charge  of  a 
competent  surgeon,  the  boy  would  be  better  taken  care  of  there  than  he  could  be 
at  home? — That  is  the  case. 

9360.  In  GS47  the  question  is  asked,  "  Are  you  prepared  to  state  that  tlie 
relieving  officer  takes  it  upon  himself  to  say  whether  tlie  parties  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  go  before  the  board  or  not?"  The  answer  is,  "  I  am  ;  when  I  make  use 
of  that  expression,  I  do  it  guardedly  ;  I  will  give  the  names  of  individuals  who 
have  come  distances  to  the  workhouse  and  have  never  been  before  the  board,  and 
the  board  have  never  known  that  tliey  came  ;"  and  then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  he 
is  prepared  to  give  the  names,  and  that  they  have  been  prevented  from  making 
an  application  to  the  board  by  tlie  interference  of  the  relieving  officer  ;  is  that 
description  of  your  conduct  true  ? — That,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  given  in  reference  to 
the  case  of  Sarah  Billington;  in  answer  to  that  question  6847,  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  say  that  that  is  not  my  conduct,  far  otherwise. 

9361.  Supposing  a  person  has  come  from  a  distance  to  the  workhouse  and 
cannot  see  the  board,  would  he  not,  if  he  waited  till  the  board  was  over,  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  you? — They  would  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  me  after 
the  board  was  over. 

9362.  If  they  did  see  you  after  the  board  was  over,  should  you  not  feel  it  your 
duty  to  enter  the  application  in  your  book  ? — Yes  ;  and  tell  them  to  come  next 
board-day. 

93(13.  And  on  the  next  board-day  they  would  be  heard  ?— If  they  came  they 
would  be  heard. 

9364.  Is  it  true  that  if  parties  had  come  to  the  workhouse  and  wished  to  see  the 
board,  and  make  an  application  to  the  board,  that  the  board  never  would  have 
known  that  tliey  came? — It  is  not  true. 

9365.  Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say  that  no  parties  have  come  to  you,  to 
make  application  to  you,  when  you  have  refused  to  insert  the  names  in  the  apj)li- 
cation-book,  and  to  give  the  board  an  opportunity  of  deciding  upon  the  case? — 
Never,  unless  in  cases  which  had  been  previously  decided  upon  by  the  board  ; 
and  if  there  was  no  new  feature  in  the  case,  I  have  the  instructions  of  the  board 
not  to  admit  them  again  ;  it  was  taking  up  the  time  of  the  board  to  no  purpose. 

0360.  In  those  cases  did  you  remind  them  of  the  previous  decision  of  the 
board? — I  did. 

9367.  Mr.  Lidddl.']  Did  Susan  Bunker  ever  get  any  relief  from  the  board?  — 
She  did  not,  since  I  paid  that  parish. 

9368.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  Susan  Bunker,  being  a  widow,  40  years  of 
age,  two  boys,  one  aged  15  and  the  other  11,  one  of  her  sons  being  sick,  and 
going  into  a  decline,  and  herself  having  bad  eyes,  and  only  employed  in  making 
lace,  was  in  a  state  of  considerable  want? — I  have  very  great  doubt  ;  in  the  first 
place,  she  kept  her  father's  house,  for  which,  of  course,  she  got  paid,  and  lived 
there  rent-free  ;  in  the  next  place,  there  is  no  proof  of  her  eyes  having  been  bad ; 
nor  do  I  see,  nor  am  I  at  all  aware,  that  there  is  any  thing  the  matter  with  her 
eyes,  any  more  than  any  other  person  40  years  of  age  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  not 
the  case. 

9369.  But  you  gave  her  the  choice  of  sending  her  son  into  the  infirmary  ? — The 
board  of  guardians  did. 

9370.  Do  not  you  think  it  natural,  when  a  mother  sees  her  son  dying  before 
her  eyes,  in  a  decline,  that  she  should  be  sorry  to  part  with  him  to  go  into  the 
infirmary,  and  would  rather  have  him  at  home? — It  is  a  natural  thing. 

9371.  And  to  entrust  him  to  the  care  of  strangers,  and  to  part  with  him 
entirely,  would  be  unnatural :— She  must  be  aware  that  that  boy  was  not  going 

into 
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into  the  hands  of  strangers  exactly;  she  could  see  him  as  often  as  she  thought  Ur.  John  Marshall  . 
proper,-  she  lives  but  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Ampthill,  at  Stcppingley.  _ 

yj72.  You  think  it  a  misapplication,  sup[)Osing-  the  circumstances  to  be  true,        y  May  1838. 
that  she  was  in  a  state  of  distress,  of  the  funds  of  the  board,  to  have  extended 
out-door  relief  to  a  case  of  that  sort? — Certainly  not,  taking  her  case  to  be  as  she 
stated  it. 

9373-  W^s  her  case  ever  entered  into  by  the  board  of  guardians? — It  was  ; 
but,  as  I  have  before  observed,  it  was  entered  into  in  an  irregular  way ;  it  was 
one  of  those  cases  that  was  admitted  by  the  board  after  the  business  of  the  day 
was  over. 

0374.  And  relief  was  refused  her,  upon  that  condition,  that  she  would  send 
the  boy  into  the  workhouse? — She  was  offered  that  relief;  and  that  was  the  only 
relief  that  was  offered  her. 

937 5-  C/uiln?i(/)i.']  Were  you  present  at  the  board  when  that  relief  was  offered? 
—Yes." 

9376.  Was  it  offered  with  the  intention  of  doing  that  which  was  best  for  the 
boy,  under  the  circumstances,  or  as  a  test  of  whether  she  required  relief  or  not? 
— I  think  it  was  offered  her  from  motives  of  humanity  to  the  boy,  thinking  that 
the  boy  would  be  done  better  by,  if  placed  under  the  constant  care  of  the  surgeon 
and  nurse,  than  with  her. 

9377.  As  the  best  mode  of  treating  the  illness  of  the  child  ? — Yes.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  enter  into  the  defence  of  tlie  25  guardians  that  might  be  sitting  at  the 
board  at  this  time  ;  in  all  probability  the  guardian  of  the  parish  might  have 
known  her  case,  and  stated  his  opinion  of  it  to  the  board. 

9378.  It  is  said,  in  6947,  that  when  Susan  Bunker  asked  about  a  coffin,  and 
the  expenses  of  the  funeral,  her  son  having  died,  your  answer  was,  "  We  must 
look  to  the  living,  and  never  mind  the  dead."'  This  the  mother  thought  was 
a  very  hard  sentence,  and  said  to  him,  "  You  never  looked  after  him  when  he 
was  alive."  Have  you  any  recollection  of  that? — I  have  a  perfect  recollection 
of  the  circumstance. 

Q370'  Will  you  state  the  circumstance,  as  you  remember  it  ? — The  boy  died  on 
the  Tuesday  ;  a  coffin  was  provided  for  the  boy  and  he  was  buried  ;  on  the  following 
Monday,  when  I  went  over  to  Stcppingley,  the  woman  ap})lied  to  me  for  a 
remuneration  for  the  two  women  who  had  laid  the  boy  out ;  1  told  her  that  I  was 
unable  to  grant  that,  that  was  a  thing  that  must  be  done  by  the  overseer.  I  had 
told  her  this  ;  she  was  very  importunate  about  getting  reimbursed  for  this  money 
to  the  two  women,  and  at  the  same  time  T  had  another  application.  There  is  no 
place  to  take  applications  there  except  in  the  street,  and  I  had  five  or  six  people 
round  me  at  the  time  ;  I  had  given  her  an  answer,  and  was  speaking  to  another, 
and  she  interrupted  me  ;  I  said,  "  My  good  woman,  let  me  pay  some  attention  to  the 
living;  I  cannot  do  your  boy  any  good  now  ;"'  and  she  said,  "  No,  and  you  never 
did  him  any  good  when  he  was  alive  ;"  and  I  made  no  answer  to  that.  This  is  a 
minute  of  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  21st  of  April  183(».  "  That  no  bill  from 
any  parish  in  this  union  presented  by  relieving  officers  to  this  board,  can  be 
allowed,  without  such  bill  having  first  been  examined  and  allowed  by  the  overseers 
of  such  parish."  The  consequence  would  have  been,  that  had  I  paid  that  woman 
for  the  attendance  of  the  women  on  her  son  I  could  not  have  got  reimbursed, 
therefore  it  had  to  be  paid  by  the  overseer ;  the  overseer  had  to  make  out  a  bill, 
signed  by  him.  which  would  have  been  laid  by  me  before  the  next  board,  and  the 
money  allowed  if  thought  necessary  ;  instead  of  that  no  bill  came  to  me. 

()3So.  U  ere  the  funeral  expenses  paid? — In  all  other  res[)ects,  except  for  those 
women  laying  the  body  out. 

(J381.  Are  the  funeral  expen.ses  paid  by  any  general  contract  in  the  Union  of 
Ampthill  ? — We  contract  for  coHins. 

0382.  Do  you  contract  for  the  whole  of  the  funeral  expenses  ? — No,  only  for 
the  coffins. 

()383.  Mr.  IValltCr.'l  What  would  have  been  the  charge  of  the  women  for  laying 
out  that  corpse?— Four  shillings  we  usually  pay  on  those  occasions. 

1)384.  Chdiriiuin.^  When  the  woman  said  that  you  never  looked  after  her  son 
when  he  was  alive,  did  you  think  that  reproach  just,  when  the  board  of  guardians 
had  offered  to  take  her  son  into  the  infirmary,  under  the  notion  that  he  would  be 
better  attended  to  there  ?— T  thought  it  extremelv  unjust,  but  I  do  not  enter  into 
conversation  with  those  people  generally  ;  it  would  only  have  irritated  her,  without 
producing  any  effect. 

378.  C  9385.  Mr. 
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t>U.Johi,Mar$fialL        9385.  Mr.  Estcourt.']  What  is  the  course  taken  in  the  Union  of  Amptliill  with 

regard  to  funeral  expenses  ;  the  coffin  is  contracted  for  ;  what  sura  besides  that  is 

9  May  1838.  allowed  ? — Four  shillinp;s  for  two  women  to  lay  out  the  body,  and  usually  4  s.  for 
the  bearers,  but  depending  upon  the  distance  that  the  bearers  have  to  carry  the 
body,  and  the  clerk's  fees  2  s.  G  d.  ;  we  do  not  pay  any  thing  to  the  minister. 

03S6.  Does  that  include  the  tolling  of  the  bell  and  the  digging  of  the  grave? 
—Yes. 

Q387.  How  came  this  woman  not  to  receive  the  4*.  ? — That  was  the  business  of 
the  overseer. 

0388.  But  she  does  not  say  that  you  referred  her  to  the  overseer? — I  did  refer 
her  to  the  overseer  ;  I  told  her  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

0389.  That  we  are  to  have  as  your  answer;  that  you  referred  her  to  the  overseer? 

— Yes.^ 

Q3qo.  Mr.  Liddell.]  Do  you  find  misapprehensions  in  the  minds  of  the  paupers 
as  to  the  quarter  to  which  they  should  apply  for  relief  ?^ — No,  I  do  not;  our  union 
has  been  three  years  in  existence,  and  the  regulations  of  it  are  very  well  known. 

Q391.  You  do  find  some  misapprehension  in  the  overseers,  regarding  the  nature 
and  extent  of  their  duty  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  so  little  to  do,  that  what  they  do  is  ill 
done. 

9392.  Mr.  Estcourt.'}  Can  you  say  that  this  woman  was  ever  paid  her  4  s.  for 
the  two  women  laying  out  the  body  ? — She  never  was,  unless  the  overseer  paid  it 
out  of  his  pocket ;  it  never  came  before  me. 

QSq3.  If  she  had  applied  to  the  overseer,  she  would  have  got  that  4  a-.  ? — The 
overseer  would  have  inquired  as  to  the  necessity  of  giving  it,  and  it  might  have 
turned  out  that  when  the  overseer  came  to  inquire,  there  were  no  such  persons 
hired. 

9394.  Chairman.']  Turn  to  6855.  It  is  stated  there  that  you  omitted  some 
names  from  your  application-book,  and  that  parties  "  come  a  great  distance,  and 
they  do  net  go  up  ;  and  he  tells  them  they  have  no  need  to  go  up,  and  they  may 
go  home  "  ?— That  is  relating  particularly  to  a  woman  of  the  name  of  Flint. 

9395.  Speak  to  your  general  practice ;  is  that  true  as  a  description  of  your 
practice  ? — Certainly  not. 

939b.  Do  you  omit  names  from  your  application-book  ? — Never. 

9397.  Do  you  exercise  a  discretion  as  to  who  should  see  the  board  ? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

Q398.  Do  you  take  every  application  from  every  pauper,  and  enter  it  into  your 
book,  and  is  that  book  laid  before  the  board  ? — That  is  the  course  adopted. 

q39q.  Mr.  Estcourt.]  Except  in  case  of  second  applications? — Yes. 

9400.  Chainnan.']  Where  there  has  been  no  change  of  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

9401.  Turn  to  6868.  There  there  is  a  reference  to  the  case  of  a  person  who  is 
stated  to  have  been  misled  by  being  told  that  she  could  come  before  the  board 
without  making  previous  application  to  the  relieving  officer.  "  Can  you  state 
the  name  of  any  guardian  who  misled  the  people  by  telling  them  that  they  could 
come  before  the  board  without  having  made  previous  application  to  the  reliev- 
ino-  officer?"'  The  person  described  to  have  been  so  misled  by  a  guardian, 
is  Sarah  Billington,  living  in  the  parish  of  Cranfield,  but  belonging  to  the 
parish  of  Lidlington ;  she  is  stated  to  have  bad  eyes,  and  to  be  nearly  blind,  and 
that  she  had  come  from  Cranfield  on  the  5th  of  January  of  this  year  ;  and  the 
witness  is  asked  whether  she  had  made  a  previous  application  to  the  relieving 

.  ofllicer,  and  he  says,  "  I  am  not  aware;  she  was  at  that  time  receiving  Is.  Qd. 
a  week ;  she  is  a  widow  of  66  years  of  age,  with  bad  eyes,  and  not  able  to  make 
much  lace ;  if  she  could  do  it,  she  would  not  make  much  by  it ;  she  used  to  have 
2*.  a  week,  but  it  is  now  reduced  to  1*.  Qd.,  and  she  could  not  live  with  this 
1^.  6d.;  she  is  very  badly  oft';  she  applied  to  the  guardian  of  the  parish  of 
Lidlington,  which  is  Mr.  Thomas,  and  he  told  her  he  could  not  do  any  thing  for 
her,  but  requested  her  to  come  to  the  board  on  Thursday ;  accordingly  she  went 
from  Cranfield  to  Ampthill,  six  miles,  and  when  she  got  there  she  was  refused  to 
go  up-stairs."  Do  you  know  anything  about  her? — This  woman  had  made 
a  previous  application,  and  her  case  was  decided  on. 

9402.  When? — Five  or  six  weeks  previously.  There  is  a  permanent  list  made 
out  for  the  chairman  ;  and  where  paupers  come  before  them,  and  the  amount  has 
not  been  raised,  it  has  been  usual  for  the  chairman  to  leave  it  in  that  way,  and 
therefore  it  is  most  likely  that  it  will  not  show  in  that  whether  she  did  apply  or 
not;  however,   she  did  appear  five  or  six  weeks  before  then,   and  her  case  was 

decided 
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decided  upon;  and  I  was  desired  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Bull  whether  any  thing  was  hit.JolmMarthaU, 

the  matter  with  her  eyes  ;  and   he  said,  "  No,  nothing-  was  the  matter  with  her        

eyes,  more  than  with  anybody  else  of  her  age  ;  she  could  help  herself  by  wearing       9  ^I^y  1838. 
spectacles."     I  should  say  it  is  only  since  that  that  the  board  has  written,   when 
they  applied,  "  Refused  increase."' 

9403.  Turn  to  the  application-book,  and  see  if  you  find  an  entry  of  Sarah  Bil- 
lington  having  appeared  before  the  board  of  guardians,  and  state  when  ? — It  has 
not  been  reported  here  ;  that  would  be  by  the  clerk,  because  this  list  is  made  out 
at  the  commencement  of  the  quarter,  and  the  clerk  would  have  made  the  obser- 
vation if  the  chairman  had  made  any. 

9404.  Do  you  find  in  that  which  purports  to  be  the  application  and  report- 
book,  in  the  quarter  ending  the  23d  of  December  1836,  an  entry  of  Sarah  Billing- 
ton  ?— Yes. 

9405.  Is  that  the  occasion  on  which  she  appeared  before  the  board? — No. 

9406.  Where  is  there  any  trace  of  her  having  appeared  before  the  board  - — 
I  do  not  think  there  is  one. 

9407.  Why  is  there  not? — That  would  rest  with  the  chairman. 

9408.  She  made  an  application  to  you  originally? — She  did. 

9409.  Was  that  entered  in  your  application-book  ? — Being  a  permanent  pauper, 
that  is  not  entered  in  the  application-book  ;  being  for  a  rise  there  is  already  a 
description  of  it,  and  if  the  board  say  there  is  to  be  an  increase,  the  chairman 
writes  that  there  is  to  be  an  increase,  putting  his  initials. 

9410.  Mr.  Fresltjield.']  Have  you  the  application  made  by  her  in  1836? — In 
1837;  it  may  be  in  1836. 

9411.  Then,  at  the  commencement  of  a  particular  quarter  she  would  be 
included  in  the  permanent  list? — Yes. 

9412.  And  if  she  applies  from  time  to  time  for  any  increase  of  allowance,  the 
board  would  decide  that  they  saw  no  reason  for  that,  or,  if  the  board  saw  a  reason, 
there  would  be  an  entry  of  that  increase? — Yes  ;  but  since  this  case  has  occurred 
the  chairman  has  taken  the  precaution  of  writing  down  whether  they  are  refused, 
and  when  they  are  refused,  and  the  reason. 

9413.  Then  if  you  found  her  continued  in  the  permanent  list,  and  no  memo- 
randum of  increase,  it  follows  that  she  is  allowed  the  .same  sum  ? — Yes. 

9414.  Chairmcm.']  Can  you  speak  from  memory  to  the  time  when  this  |)erson 
appeared  before  the  board  of  guardians? — Yes,  it  was  some  few  weeks,  1  should 
think  five  or  seven  weeks,  previous  to  her  coming  again,  which  slie  did  when  the 
board  was  rising,  and  spoke  to  me;  I  told  her  her  case  had  been  already  decided 
on,  and  another  thing  was  that  the  business  was  over. 

9415.  She  had  appeared  before  the  board,  and  had  stated  her  view  of  her  own 
case  to  the  board,  and  they  had  decided  that  she  should  receive  a  certain  amount  of 
relief? — They  had  decided  that  she  should  not  receive  any  increase  to  the  1  s.  6d. 
she  had  already  received. 

9416.  But  the  Is.  Qd.  should  be  continued? — Yes. 

941 7.  Subsequent  to  that  she  wished  to  see  the  board  again,  with  u  view  to  an 
increase  ? — Yes. 

9418.  You  told  her  that  she  had  already  seen  the  board,  and  that  there  were 
no  new  circumstances  in  her  case,  and  that  she  could  not  see  the  board  ? — Yes, 
and  another  thing  was,  that  the  business  of  the  board  w-as  over. 

9419.  Mr.  Estcoin-t.]  How  often  is  the  permanent  list  revised? — Every 
quarter. 

9420.  Do  the  parties  themselves  appear  before  the  board  whenever  the  perma- 
nent list  is  revised  ? — No. 

9421.  How  long  was  it  between  the  time  of  this  application  to  you  of  Sarah 
Billington,  and  the  last  time  that  she  appeared  before  the  board  ? — Si.\  or  seven 
weeks. 

9422.  She  had  never  appeared  before  the  board  since  the  date  of  her  original 
application? — I  think  not;  she  had  been  a  permanent  pauper  before  that;  many 
years  a  pauper. 

9423.  How  came  she  to  appear  before  the  board  six  or  seven  weeks  before? — 
She  wanted  an  increase,  which  the  board  refused. 

9424.  Upon  that  occasion  she  did  appear  before  the  board  ? — Yes,  and  the 
board  refused  her  application. 

9425.  What  rule  have  you  with  regard  to  second  applications :  is  it  in  your 
own  discretion  whether  they  shall  appear  before  the  board  or  not? — No;  if  the 

378.  c  2  case 
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yiT.JulinMarshail.  case  lias  recently  been  before  the  board,  ani  the  board  have  decided  it,  and  there 
~~~~~^       are  no  new  features  in  the  case,  I  have  the  instructions  of  the  board  not  to  admit 
9  May  1838.       them  ;  but  if  any  time  has  elapsed  since  they  made  the  application,  or  there  are 
any  new  features  in  the  case,  the  board  will  hear  them  again. 

n42G.  Should  you  think  yourself  justiHcd  in  refusing  an  application  to  appear 
before  the  board,  if  the  time  extended  beyond  the  quarter,  and  then;  were  no  new 
features  arising  in  the  case? — If  a  quarter  of  a  year  had  elapsed,  1  should  not 
object  to  letting  them  go  before  the  board  again. 

()4.27.  Mr.  Laiigdulc]  If  I  understand,  practically  you  are  the  judge  whether 
there  is  a  new  feature  or  not  in  the  case ;  supposing  an  application  to  be  made, 
you  consider  yourself  the  judge  whether  there  is  any  new  feature  in  the  case  or 
not  r — Yes  ;  but  I  judge  from  asking  the  people  themselves. 

9428.  But  the  board  of  guardians  are  not  the  judges  in  the  case  ? — No. 

9429.  Mr.  Estcuurt.]  A  new  feature  simply  means,  a  new  fact  in  their  circum- 
stances r — Yes;  or  if  the  people  have  got  older,  ergot  more  intirm,  a  thing  might 
occur  of  that  kind,  I  should  have  no  objection  ;  but  the  board  had  a  great  deal  of 
time  lake  n  \ip  in  people  coming  as  they  did  to  the  old  overseers,  thinking,  that  if 
they  did  not  succeed  at  one  time,  they  might  be  more  likely  at  another,  iuid  the 
board  therefore  came  to  the  determination  of  not  hearing  a  case  over  again. 

9430.  Clniiniian.]  Would  there  be  the  same  danger  of  the  amount  or  the 
description  of  relief  being  varied  capriciously  by  the  board,  that  there  might  have 
been  formerly,  under  the  imperfect  administration  of  the  overseer  r — Certainly 
not. 

9431.  Mr.  Estcourt.]  Supposing  the  board  allowed  persons  to  make  second 
applications  without  any  restraint,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  in  a  short 
time  that  would  cure  itself;  that  finding  they  had  always  a  similar  answer,  they 
would  not  come  a  second  time  to  make  an  application,  without  a  new  feature  in 
the  case  ? — It  uould  depend  upon  the  board  ;  there  might  be  a  different  board, 
and  difiVrent  members  in  it  at  difierent  times  ;  sometimes  a  board  is  constituted 
of  three  or  four  members,  and  perhaps  the  whole  of  the  members  adverse  to  the 
new  law. 

i)4'^2.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  not  a  similarity  of  decision  in  the  same  board 
at  different  periods,  when  the  different  members  attend  ? — I  have  found  it  so 
occasionally. 

9433.  Mr.  Walko:]  Do  you  generally  find  the  guardians  of  the  respective 
parishes  acting  in  favour  of  their  own   poor? — I   have  in  many  instances  found 

that. 

()434.  Is  that  a  general  feature  '' — Yes  ;  and  the  consequence  is,  the  presence  of 
otlier  guardians  restrains  that,  and  outvotes  it. 

943.5.  Chairman.]  In  question  6889  it  is  stated,  that  when  parties  see  you  in 
their  respective  parishes,  when  you  are  going  your  rounds,  and  they  make  an 
application  to  you,  in  some  instances  you  refuse  to  receive  the  application  r — That 
is  not  true. 

()43r).  You  are  confident  that  it  is  not  your  practice  to  refuse  to  receive  an 
api)lication  from  a  party  who  made  that  application  to  you  when  they  find  you  in 
their  parish  ? — 1  am  quite  confident  it  is  not ;  I  attend  the  parish  as  much  for  that 
purpose,  as  lor  paying  the  poor. 

9437.  An  instance  is  mentioned  of  the  case  of  James  Wilson,  who  applied  to 
yoii  in  his  own  parish,  being  the  parish  of  Steppingley,  when  you  went  round, 
asking  you  if  he  might  have  a  doctor,  for  his  wife  was  very  ill,  and  she  had  been  ill 
for  some  time  ;  "  he  applied  for  her  to  have  a  doctor,  but  she  could  not  have  one, 
being  told  by  Marshall  that  he  would  not  give  her  one"  ? — That  is,  I  did  not  con- 
sider it  a  case  of  urgent  necessity,  and  I  would  not  give  her  an  order ;  I  did  not 
consider  it  a  case  that  I  ought  to  interfere  with,  but  1  told  the  man  that  he  miglit 
come  to  the  board  of  guardians  if  he  thought  proper. 

()43S.  It  is  not  true,  then,  that  you  refused  to  take  the  man's  application  ? — Cer- 
tainly not ;    his  application  upon  that  occasion  was  received. 

9439.  -^"^  P"'-  down  in  your  book  ? — Yes. 

9440.  Did  he  appear,  in  consequence,  before  the  board  of  guardians? — He 
did  not. 

9441.  He  did  not  think  it  worih  while  to  ajjpear  before  the  board,  his  name 
having  been  taken  down  in  the  application-book  :—  I  dare  say  his  reason  was, 
that  he  knew  that  his  circumstances  were  such  that  the  board  of  guardians  would 
not  give  him  an  order,  because  the  man's  wages  it  is  stated  are  8  s.   or  9.y.  a 

week. 
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week.     I   have  applied  to  his  master,  and  I  find  that  his  \vaq;es  were   13*.  in-  "Sh.  John  Manhall. 

stead  of  9?-  ;  he  had  lOv.  a  week  regularly  durint^  the  whole  winter,  for  draining; 

he  drew  the  10  a-.  weekly  on  account,  and  on  drawing  out  the  amount  due  at  the  end        '  ^^^y  ^^•'^• 
of  six  weeks,  they  had  5/.  to  take  between  him  and  three  others,   which  brought 
his  wages  up  to  \'i  s.  a  week,  and  some  odd  pence. 

0442.  Under  those  circumstances  you  did  not  refuse  to  take  the  man's  applica- 
tion ;  you  entered  it  in  your  own  paper,  and  afterwards  in  the  application-book  ? 
— No,  not  in  the  application-book. 

9443.  Why? — liccausc  the  man  did  not  appear ;  I  never  put  anything  there 
till  the  man  personally  appears  ;   I  make  an  entry  in  my  own  private  book. 

q444.  Do  you  mean  that  you  do  not  enter  it  in  the  application  book  unless  the 
man  applies  to  the  board  / — Certainly. 

944,5.  Then  do  you  make  an  entry  in  your  application-book  in  the  room  wlien 
the  man  is  there  ? — Yes. 

944O.  And  if  you  took  it  down  on  paper,  and  if  the  man  had  come  before  the 
board,  his  name  would  have  been  in  the  application-book,  and  would  have  been 
entered  there  ? — Yes  ;  I  quite  expected  that  the  man  would  appear,  and  that 
caused  me  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  his  wages  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  heard  that  he 
was  working  for  Mr.  Bennett,  of  Bickerings  Park,  I  was  quite  sure  that  he  was 
not  receiving  as  little  as   9  a",  a  week. 

94^17.  In  G948  there  is  a  case  stated  of  Catherine  Flint;  she  is  stated  to  be  a 
widow  living  at  Luton,  14  miles  from  Ampthill  ;  she  came  over  from  Luton 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  guardians  ;  she  was  very  badly  off,  and  she  was  tuld 
(in  695G)  by  Marshall,  the  relieving  officer,  that  she  could  not  go  up-stairs,  that  is, 
she  must  not  see  the  board  of  guardians  ? — In  answer  I  must  say,  that  the  woman 
had  not  come  over  from  Luton  on  purpose  to  sec  the  board  of  guardians;  she  came 
to  receive  a  sum  of  money  from  the  feoffee,  and  I  believe  she  received  2/.  \0s. ;  on 
that  occasion  she  did  apply  to  me  about  two  o'clock. 

9448.  Was  the  board  then  sitting? — It  was,  but  had  gone  through  the  relief 
cases,  and  then  was  sitting  on  other  matters ;  and  I  could  not  tell  her  that  she 
could  not  go  up-stairs,  for  she  was  up-stairs  at  the  time.  I  said  that  she  must 
make  the  application  to  the  relieving  ofiicer  of  the  Luton  Union  if  she  needed 
assistance. 

9449.  Was  she  a  person  in  such  distress  so  as  to  need  immediate  relief  at  the 
moment  ? — No  ;  and,  being  out  of  the  union,  I  could  not  do  it ;  but  she  is  not  in 
distress;  she  is  a  housekeeper  at  Luton  ;  she  takes  in  lodgers  ;  those  bonnet  sewers 
who  work  for  Mr.  Waller  and  Mr.  Wise,  and  who  most  likely  pay  the  whole  of 
her  rent  ;  her  son  is  a  master  tailor  at  Hitchin,  keeps  a  journeyman,  and  has  his 
own  brother  apprenticed  to  him.  I  should  say  that  he  is  able,  very  materially, 
to  assist  his  mother  ;  the  woman  herself  takes  in  needle-work,  which  I  believe  is 
very  abundant  in  the  parish  of  Luton;  and  her  eldest  daughter  Catherine,  I  9  years 
of  age,  earns  G.v.  a  week  regularly  ;  and  Ann,  aged  17,  earns  the  same;  her 
youngest  daughter  cams  3,?.  a  week;  and  she  has  a  boy,  10  or  11  years  of  age,  who 
appears  to  do  nothing. 

9450.  Mr.  LiddclL]  Did  you  not  say  that  she  came  to  receive  a  sum  of  money 
from  the  feoffee  ? —Yes ;  that  is  a  chiirity  ;  I  refused  her  because  she  did  not 
reside  in  the  union.  I  could  not  tell  any  thing  of  an  alteration  in  her  circum- 
stances, as  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Luton  Union  could. 

9451.  Mr.  Walker.']  Does  not  the  mere  fact  of  her  receiving  2  /.  10  s.  from  the 
charity  imply  that  she  was  not^in  distress.  Is  it  an  annuity? — I  think  it  is  more 
an  annuity  than  any  thing  else;  she  being  a  woman  who  had  been  respectable  in 
the  parish,  they  gave  it  her. 

94,-,  2.  Clniinnan.]  M'ill  you  turn  to  700ti ;  that  refers  to  the  case  of  Enoch  Keep, 
in  which  you  are  said,  when  he  made  an  application  to  you  for  relief,  to  have  replied 
to  him,  with  a  sneer,  that  "  he  might  sell  his  house  and  eat  it?" — That  is  merely 
said  in  that  respectable  journal  the  "  Champion"  ;  it  has  not  been  stated  as  "a 
matter  of  fact  that  I  said  so  to  the  man. 

9453.  It  is  stated  by  the  witness,  after  reading  that  statement,  that  he  had 
good  reason  to  believe  the  person  who  wrote  it;  that  he  went  over  to  the  place, 
saw  the  daughter-in-law,  and  made  several  inquiries,  and  t'ound  it  was  a  correct 
statement,  as  near  as  it  was  possible  for  any  body  to  give  it  ? — The  statement  is 
altogether  incorrect ;  the  man  applied  to  the  board  of  guardians,  and  had  his  case 
heard,  and  he  was  refused  relief  on  account  of  having  this  house  ;  the  man  applied 
a  second  time,  and  1  said,  "  You  heard  the  decision  of  the  board  ;  they  will  not 

378-  c  3  relieve 
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Mr.. /u/iii Marshall,  relieve  you  while  you  have  this  house  ;'"  and  he  said,  "  What  am  I  to  do  when 

I  do  sell  it  ?  '■  and  I  said,   "  Eat  and  drink  it.'"     I  said  it  very  pleasantly,  and  with 

o  Mav  18:^8  no  sneer  ;  but  he  said,  "  When  all  that  is  gone  what  am  I  to  do  ;"  I  said,  "  You 
then  come  in  a  different  shape;  but  at  present  the  board  consider,  when  you  can 
part  with  your  house,  that  you  are  not  destitute." 

9454.  What  have  you  to  say  as  to  his  means  of  providing  himself  with  the 
necessaries  of  life? — I  do  not  know  any  thing  of  the  man  beyond  that ;  I  never 
saw  the  man  before,  and  do  not  know  any  thing  of  the  circumstance  ;  1  had  but 
recently  taken  up  that  part  of  the  union,  to  pay  it  ;  I  know  nothing  of  the  man, 
nor  did  I  know  the  house  that  they  were  alluding  to. 

94,55.  The  case  was  heard  and  determined  upon  by  the  board  of  guardians  ? — 
Yes  ;  and  as  to  a  harsh  word  I  never  used  it  in  my  life  ;  I  spoke  it  as  pleasantly 
as  possible. 

q4,l6.  Did  the  man  receive  it  as  an  offence  at  the  time  ? — I  did  not  think  so  at 
all ;  the  only  time  when  I  have  spoken  harshly  is  when  they  are  endeavouring  to 
deceive  me  in  giving  evasive  answers. 

94.57.  Mr.  Lidikli]  \\'ould  you  not  say,  in  the  case  of  an  old  man,  that  it  is  a 
severe  alternative  to  put  him  to,  to  sell  his  furniture  before  relief  is  given  him  r — 
That  would  depend  in  some  measure  upon  what  sort  of  furniture  he  had  ;  if  it 
was  necessary  furniture,  I  should  say  that  it  would  be  liard  ;  but  if  the  man  had 
any  thing  beyond  that ;  he  had  a  clock  in  his  house  at  that  time,  a  good  clock, 
which  was  not  necessary. 

94.58.  But  the  question  was  not  as  to  selling  his  furniture,  but  the  house  which 
contained  his  furniture  ;  if  it  is  a  hard  alternative  to  oblige  a  man  to  sell  his  fur- 
niture, it  is  a  still  harder  alternative  to  oblige  him  to  sell  his  house  ? — I  am  not 
supposed  to  be  a  judge  upon  those  cases. 

94.59.  Chairman.']  ^\'ill  you  turn  to  7087  ;  I\Ir.  Turner  is  asked,  whether  the 
people  are  required  to  sell  their  furniture  before  they  receive  relief,  and  he  says, 
"  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has  been  an  order  given  that  they  shall  sell  their 
furniture,  but  I  know  that  expressions  have  been  used  that  no  persons  ought  to 
have  relief  while  they  had  furniture  or  even  bedsteads:"  and  then  he  is  asked, 
who  used  those  expressions,  and  he  said  those  expressions  had  been  used  by  you  ? 
—  I  deny  that  I  ever  used  such  an  expression  in  my  life. 

9460.  Do  you  entertain  that  opinion  ? — I  do  not,  far  otherwise. 

9461.  Do  you  entertain  it  as  your  opinion,  or  do  you  consider  it  to  be  consonant 
with  the  practice  of  the  board  of  guardians  at  Ampthill,  that  the  poor  should  be 
compelled  to  sell  their  furniture,  even  their  bedsteads,  prior  to  receiving  relief  1 — 
I  should  certainly  not,  unless  it  was  a  useless  thing,  or  an  ornament,  such  as  a 
watch  ;  that  he  ought  to  sell ;  but  as  to  any  necessary  article  of  furniture,  I  should 
be  the  last  to  imagine  such  a  thing. 

9462.  This  applies  to  bedsteads? — Of  course,  that  is  a  necessary  article  of 
furniture. 

9463.  Mr.  LicldelL]  Why  do  you  consider  a  watch  merely  an  ornament  ? — 
I  think  a  poor  man  has  no  great  occasion  for  it ;  1  should  not  like  to  get  into 
much  distress,  and  have  a  watch  in  my  pocket. 

9464.  Chairman.']  Turn  to  7092  ;  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Forsay,  a  widow, 
aged  58  ;  she  had  1  ,$.  a  week  ;  about  a  year  and  a  half  back  this  was  taken  away, 
and  ever  since  she  has  not  had  any  relief ;  she  lives  by  making  lace,  but  cannot 
earn  18</.  a  week  ;  she  sold  her  clock,  her  table,  her  chairs  and  all  her  furniture, 
and  lives  in  lodgings  ;  and  she  has  been  obliged,  it  is  said  afterwards,  to  sell  her 
furniture  in  order  to  subsist,  the  relief  having  been  withdrawn  ;  and  her  eyes 
are  said  to  be  very  bad,  and  that  however  hard  she  worked  she  could  not  make 
\%d.  a  week  by  making  lace,  and  that  is  what  she  is  living  upon;  she  is  now 
living  in  a  room  ;  do  you  know  any  thing  of  that  case  ? — She  was  struck  off  before 
I  had  any  thing  to  do  with  paying  that  part  of  the  union  to  which  she  belongs  ; 
she  belongs  to  the  parish  of  Lidlington,  and  has  only  lately  resided  in  the  parish 
of  Ampthill ;  she  lives  in  a  feoffee-room,  free  of  expense,  and  therefore  I  know 
nothing  of  the  woman;  I  do  not  even  know  her,  but  from  the  application  she  has 
made  to  the  board  since  that. 

946,5.  In  answer  to  question  7099,  the  witness  says  that  he  supposes  that  she 
is  considered  to  be  an  able-bodied  person,  being  only  58  years  old,  and  that  for 
that  reason  they  have  taken  her  relief  away ;  is  it  the  practice  to  refuse  relief  to 
parties  under  60  years  of  age  out  of  the  house? — If  they  consider  that  she  is 

able-bodied ; 
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able-bodied  ;  she  ought  to  have  a  medical  certificate,  to  show  that  she  has  some  Mr.  John  Marshall. 

infirmity.  

q46C.  Is  there  any  rule  by  which  persons  under  GO  are  proliibited  receiving       9  ^lay  1838. 
out-door  relief? — They  do  not  make   a  difference  between  60  and   16  on  those 
occasions  ;  if  they  have  any  infirmity  they  relieve  them ;  if  they  are  able-bodied 
they  do  not  relieve  them. 

9467.  The  question  that  the  board  determines  is,  whether  the  parties  are  in 
a  condition  to  work,  and  they  are  not  governed  by  any  general  rule  of  their  ages  ? 
— Exactly. 

9468.  Have  you  instances  of  parties  under  60  years  of  age  who  receive  relief? 
— Yes  ;  I  have  a  list  of  122  who  received  relief,  at  the  date  of  Turner's  letter,  all 
under  60  years  of  age. 

\^The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same  : — Vide  Appendix  B.] 

9469.  Mr.  Lidde/L]  It  is  stated  in  question  7092,  that  Elizabeth  Forsay  is  a 
widow,  and  "  has  been  a  widow  four  years  ;  she  had  1  *.  a  week  ;  about  a  year  and 
a  half  back  this  was  taken  away,  and  ever  since  she  has  not  had  any  ;  she  lives 
by  making  lace,  but  cannot  earn  \s.  6d.  a.  week  ;  up  to  last  Michaelmas  she  kept 
her  house  on,  but  she  sold  her  clock,  her  table,  her  chairs  and  all  her  furniture;" 
is  that  the  case  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  it  is ;  I  do  not  know  the  woman ;  she  has 
not  received  that  relief  since  June  1836,  until  lately  ;  she  has  made  another  appli- 
cation to  the  board  of  guardians,  and  the  board  consider  her  rather  poorly  now, 
and  they  have  allowed  her  some  trifle. 

9470.  But  in  cases  of  sales  of  furniture,  must  not  all  such  forced  sales  of  fur- 
niture be  probably  sold  at  a  disadvantage,  and  not  fetch  their  real  value  ? — If 
there  have  been  forced  sales  I  have  not  heard  of  any  whatever,  except  under 
distress  of  rent ;  I  have  never  heard  of  any  being  obliged  to  sell  their  furniture  ; 
I  do  not  know  that  the  woman  never  sold  her  furniture,  but  I  know  that  she  was 
not  forced  to  do  it  by  the  board  ;  this  woman,  it  appears,  very  likely  sold  her 
furniture  when  she  went  to  live  with  her  sister  ;  she  could  not  put  all  her  furniture 
into  one  room,  and  the  sister  is  allowed  one  room  by  the  feoffee. 

9471.  Then  can  you,  from  your  knowledge,  speak  to  the  facts  of  this  particular 
case  ? — I  cannot,  for  I  never  saw  the  woman  till  a  short  time  ago. 

9472.  CJudrma)!.']  Turn  to  7132  and  8252;  the  case  of  George  Cox  is  de- 
scribed in  this  way  :  he  is  said  to  be  44  years  of  age,  to  have  a  wife  and  six  chil- 
dren ;  that  he  had  not  very  good  health,  and  that  last  summer,  about  July,  he  sold 
his  furniture,  and  his  wheelbarrow,  his  potato  fork,  and  his  iron  rake,  and  other 
things,  and  he  burnt  his  bedstocks  for  firewood,  and  was  under  the  necessity  of 
going  into  the  workhouse ;  he  is  stated  to  have  remained  a  certain  time  in  the 
workhouse,  to  have  left  it,  and  the  youngest  child  when  he  left  it  had  no  clothes 
on,  and  was  brought  out  as  naked  as  when  it  was  born:  have  you  any  observation 
to  make  upon  that  case? — No;  this  is  a  case  that  refers  to  the  workhouse,  and  is 
better  answered  by  the  master  of  the  workhouse ;  I  know  the  woman  is  the  very 
worst  to  manage  a  family,  and  if  these  things  have  been  sold,  I  dare  say  she  sold 
them,  for,  from  all  that  1  learn,  it  makes  very  little  difl'erence  whether  he  earns  lO.y. 
or  20*. ;  the  money  is  badly  managed. 

9473.  Do  you  know  anything  about  tlic  man  having  lived  in  barns? — No ;  but 
I  do  know  that  they  did  not  pay  their  rent,  and  were  ejected,  and  that  would  be 
a  good  reason  why  they  could  not  get  another  house,  when  Lord  De  Grey  could 
not  get  his  rent,  with  such  low  rent  as  he  asks. 

9474.  Is  he  now  in  the  workhouse? — I  think  he  is  ;  he  is  a  sickly  kind  of  man. 
947,').  Mr.  LiddelL]  Is  the  wife  a  woman  of  bad  character,  disorderly  or  drunken? 

— A  dirty,  idle  woman,  that  keeps  herself  and  her  family  in  a  state  of  rags. 

9476.  Is  she  sick  ? — No,  she  is  not ;  she  is  an  able-bodied  woman. 

9477.  Does  the  man  bear  a  better  character  than  his  wife? — A  much  better 
one;  I  do  not  think  that  out-door  relief  would  have  been  refused  to  him  in  any 
way,  had  the  board  thought  that  any  moderate  amount  of  relief  would  have  been 
appropriated  to  the  man. 

947 5.  Clininiion.^  You  think  in  that  case  out-door  relief  was  not  refused  under 
the  general  regulation  upon  which  the  board  acts,  but  upon  the  ground  that  it 
would  not  be  well  applied  in  the  family  ? — The  man  was  ill,  and  out-door  relief 
would  have  been  given  him,  but  the  board  thought  that  it  would  be  a  charity  to 
take  the  man  in,  and  look  after  him  ;  for  whatever  amount  of  relief  they  might 
give,  it  would  not  be  applied  to  his  use. 

9479.  Turn  to  7152  ;  that  is  the  case  of  Richard  Lack,  44  years  of  age,  "  has 
37^*  c  4  been 
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Mr.JuL,  Murs/.all.  ^^^^^  j^^  ^j^^  workhouse  four  months;  he  has  eight  children,  the  oldest  is  12 
lyj  g  „  and  the  youngest  is  nine  months  ;  he  came  out  on  the  3d  of  February  ;  before  he 
went  into  the  workhouse  he  sold  part  of  his  furniture,  a  dung-fork,  a  spade,  a 
pickaxe,  a  ne\\  hoe,  a  cast-iron  pot ;  all  this  went  for  food  ;  he  burnt  the  bed- 
posts for  firewood  "  do  you  know  any  thing  of  him  ? — All  that  I  have  said  respect- 
ing the  wife  of  ('ox,  applies  very  forcibly  to  this  woman  ;  she  is  a  very  bad 
manager  ;  the  man  himself  held  a  very  g'ood  situation  as  maltster  to  Mr.  Odell,  but 
he  lost  that  through  misconduct ;  from  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  been  always 
hardly  put  to  it,  having  so  large  a  family,  and  no  amount  of  out-door  relief. 

04S0.  Turn  to  7181  ;  that  refers  to  the  case  of  Joseph  Clarke,  who  is  24  years 
of  age,  who  has  a  wife  and  one  child,  he  had  two,  and  who  states  that  he  has 
onlv  had  one  week's  work  since  harvest,  which  would  not  make  more  than  a  day's 
work  in  the  week,  that  is,  at  the  time  at  which  the  statement  is  made  to  the  wit- 
ness :  have  vou  any  means  of  knowing  whether  that  is  true? — I  have  not;  but  I 
know  he  is  a  man  that  is  very  seldom  employed  ;  he  is  a  bad  character,  and  one 
that  people  will  not  employ  in  a  constant  place  ;  he  is  always  on  jobs,  and  never 
did  hold  a  constant  place. 

0481.  In  answer  to  cjuestion  7184,  it  is  stated,  the  child  of  this  man  died, 
and  that  you  were  applied  to  for  something  to  provide  a  coffin,  and  you  said,  "  If 
you  cannot  bury  it,  it  must  remain  on  the  ground  ;'  what  have  you  to  say  to 
that?— It  also  says  in  the  next  paragraph,  that  that  was  the  answer  the  father 
received  from  the  relieving  officer.  I  called  at  that  man's  house  to  ask  whether 
they  could  bring  the  thing  to  my  recollection,  for  at  the  time  it  was  brought  for- 
ward here  I  could  not  recollect  any  circumstance  of  the  kind  occurring ;  and  the 
man  was  from  home,  but  the  woman  was  there,  and  I  told  the  woman  that  such 
had  been  stated  in  London  ;  and  the  woman  says  that  Mr.  Turner  called  there 
and  asked  her  about  it;  he  said,  "  You  had  a  child  die,  had  you  not?"  she  said, 
"  Yes."  "  Was  it  buried,"  he  asked,  "  by  the  parish  ?  '  her  answer  was,  "  No  ; 
we  had  to  get  my  friends  to  bury  it ;"  he  said,  "  Did  you  apply  to  the  relieving 
officer  about  it  ?"  "  No,  I  did  not,  but  Bet  Browne  did,  and  he  told  her  he  dared 
not  give  her  an  order  for  the  funeral.""  The  woman  says  that  Turner  afterwards 
sent  for  her  husband  to  the  King's  Arms  public-house,  and  asked  him  about  it; 
but  the  husband  said,  the  same  conversation  occurred  with  him  as  between  her 
and  Turner.  iNly  answer  to  it  is,  that  tlie  girl  died  on  the  Tuesday,  and  was 
registered  on  the  same  day  by  Elizabeth  Brown,  a  neighbour  in  attendance  during 
the  child's  illness:  the  woman  asked  mc  to  give  an  order  for  a  coffin  ;  this  I  told 
her  was  more  than  I  could  do ;  if  any  relief  of  that  description  was  wanted  it 
must  be  applied  for  by  the  head  of  the  family.  If  Joseph  Clarke  had  applied  to  me 
I  should  have  taken  his  application,  and  ordered  him  to  appear  before  the  board  on 
Thursday,  as  the  child  died  on  tlie  Tuesday  ;  but  had  the  board-day  been  distant, 
and  the  man  had  appeared  unable  to  pay  2*.  for  a  coffin,  which  is  the  price  of  them 
there,  I  should  have  ordered  it,  as  I  have  done  in  many  other  instances,  and 
desired  the  man  to  attend  the  next  board-day  for  the  guardians  to  decide  whether 
the  expenses  should  be  considered  as  relief,  or  as  a  loan. 

1)482.  That  would  be  the  course  that  you  would  have  taken  if  the  head  of  the 
family  had  applied  r — Yes. 

0483.  Was  Joseph  Clarke  living  near  you? — Yes,  very  near. 

()484.  Would  there  have  been  any  difficulty  in  his  making  the  application  to 
you  ? — Not  the  least. 

948.5.  Elizabeth  Browne  made  the  application? — Yes,  she  came  to  register 
the  child  ;  and  she  said,  "  Can  you  give  an  order  for  a  coffin  for  this  child  ?"'  and 
I  said,  "  No,  I  cannot." 

9486.  Are  you  the  registrar? — Yes,  I  am,  for  births  and  deaths. 

9487.  Mr.   Wa/kcr.]   Was  this  a  young  child? — Yes,  four  months  old. 

Q488.  Clutiniuni.']  What  is  the  price  at  which  coffins  are  contracted  for  gene- 
rally in  the  Ampthiil  Union?— A  full  sized  coffin,  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick, 
oiled,  is  12. v.  6  f/. ;  under  13  years  of  age,  the  same  description,  8a-.  ;  children 
under  one  year  old,  half-inch  coffins,  2*.  ;  above  one  year,  and  under  five,  five- 
eighths  of  an  inch  deal,  3*.  Gd.\  above  five,  and  under  13,  three-fourths  of 
an  inch,  blacked  and  oiled,  Is.  ;  above  13  years  of  age,  three-fourths  of  an 
inch,  9  *.  9  6'. 

9489.  Mr.  Estcourt.]   Are  those  made  of  deal? — Yes. 

9490.  Mr.  Liddcll.']  You  state,  that  if  the  head  of  the  family  had  applied,  you 
would  have  entertained  the  application  ? — Yes. 

9491.  Would 
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9491.  Would  you  have  entertained  tlie  application  from  the  mother,  in  the  Mr.  John  Marshall. 
necessary  absence  of  the  father? — Yes;  but  I  would  much  rather  see  the  father,  ~ 

if  it  is  possible,  because  it  is  likely  that  you  will  get  a  truer  story  I'rom  the  father       ^  ''"J'  ^-  3  * 

than  from  the  mother;  and  a  man  would  be  held  more  responsible  by  the  board, 

because,  if  you   take  the   statement  of  the  woman,  the  man   afterwards  comes 

before  the  board,  and    is  confronted  by  the  previous  statement ;  and  he  says, 

"  I  never  said  so,  it  was  my  wife  ;"  therefore  1  never  take  the  application  of  the 

woman  if  1  can  avoid  it. 

9492.  Chairman.]  Turn  to  7224.  "  Elizabeth  Pearson,  a  widow,  60  years  old, 
has  five  children,  the  eldest  19,  the  oldest  but  two  is  a  cripple,  not  able  to  do 
any  thing,  15  years  of  age  ;  this  woman  used  to  be  relieved  from  the  parish,  but 
for  the  last  12  months  she  has  not  had  any  ;  the  reason  why  the  relief  was  stopped 
was  because  she  refused  to  go  to  Derby  to  the  factories ;  her  family  are  in  a  very 
di-stressed  state  ;  she  had  applied  to  the  board,  she  states  to  me,  seven  times." 
Mr.  Turner  is  asked,  "  Was  she  denied  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  ?"  "  She  states 
that  she  applied  seven  times ;"  and  the  witness  takes  it  for  granted  that  she  was 
denied.  Do  you  know  this  person  ? — The  woman  is  not  altogether  sane  ;  instead 
of  GO  years  of  age  she  is  48,  but  she  is  not  altogether  a  woman  that  is  capable 
of  taking  charge  of  the  family.  I  forget  about  her  being  offered  any  situation 
at  Derby;  I  should  think  her  not  a  person  capable  of  going  there;  she  is  not 
mad,  but  half-witted. 

9493.  If  so,  should  you  not  think  it  singular  that  she  should  be  desired  to  go 
to  Derby? — Yes:  I  should  say  that  she  was  not  a  proper  person  for  that ;  but 
I  suppose  it  was  on  account  of  the  family.  I  do  not  recollect  about  her  being 
offered  to  go  to  Derby ;  I  do  not  say  that  it  was  not  the  case  ;  perhaps  it  was ; 
tliey  have  done  very  badly  in  their  own  parish,  and  perhaps  the  guardians  might 
think  tliey  would  do  better  in  Derby. 

9494.  Mr.  LiddelL]  ^^'as  there  a  demand  in  the  manufacturing  counties  for 
labour  ? — There  was,  at  that  time. 

9495.  You  cannot  undertake  to  say  that  the  evidence  is  not  correct  which  states 
that  she  was  off"ered  work  in  Derby? — Certainly  not;  1  think  it  may  be  correct. 

9496.  You  know  that  she  has  been  refused  relief? — Yes  ;  the  reason  is  that  she 
is  an  able-bodied  woman,  not  capable  of  taking  charge  of  the  family,  and  the 
guardians  think  they  will  be  better  in  the  workhouse  than  out. 

9497.  Chamnan.]  Will  you  turn  to  7253  ;  the  wages  of  certain  parties  are 
there  spoken  of  as  being  'ds.  or  4 5.  a  week  ;  he  is  asked,  "  How  long  are  they 
considered  boys?"  and  he  says,  "  'Till  they  get  married  ;"  as  far  as  you  know  the 
wages  in  that  district,  do  you  consider  that  the  wages  are  correctly  stated  in  that 
answer? — Am  I  to  consider  that  to  apply  to  the  parish  of  Amptliill  or  the  Union 
of  Ampthill ;  it  is  totally  inapplicable  to  the  parish  of  Ampthill. 

9498.  Mr.  Estcourt.]  Is  it  applicable  to  any  of  the  parishes  in  that  union  ? — • 
AVhere  they  are  is  at  Pulloxhill,  and  I  believe  those  boys  do  not  get  a  great  deal 
more  than  that. 

v')499.  And  they  are  considered  boys  till  they  get  married,  sometimes  after  20 
years  of  age  ? — No  such  thing. 

9500.  Cliairman.']  Turn  to  7339  ;  the  case  of  Bernard  Chappel  :  "  A  wife  and 
four  children  ;  the  oldest  is  11,  and  the  youngest  is  three  ;  he  has  been  sickly 
for  some  time.  The  wife  was  taken  ill  on  the  17th  of  February  ;  very  likely  to  be 
a  fever,  as  the  typhus  fever  was  in  the  neighbourhood  at  the  time.  The  husband 
applied  to  the  overseer  for  a  doctor :  the  overseer  gave  him  an  order  for  one  ;  the 
doctor  would  not  attend  :"  do  you  know  any  thing  of  that  case  ? — I  only  know  that 
the  order  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Bull,  and  Mr.  Bull  had  not  attended  at  the  time 
that  I  passed  the  door.  I  passed  there  in  company  with  the  overseer  ;  a  little  girl 
came  to  the  door,  and  said,  "  Will  you  come  in  to  see  mother  ?"  and  I  turned  to  the 
overseer,  Mr.  II iff",  and  said,  "  I  do  not  know  that  that  would  answer  any  good 
purpose ;  they  have  got  all  they  applied  for,  medical  relief,  and  that  you  have 
given  them."  '•  Yes,"  he  said  ;  and  I  turned  to  the  girl,  and  said,  "  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  of  any  use  my  coming  in  ;  1  am  going  to  Cranfield,  and  I  will  see 
Mr.  Bull  about  it."  I  went  up  to  Cranfield,  but  did  not  see  bim  :  but  it  will  rest 
with  Mr.  Bull  to  explain  why  he  disobeyed  the  order  of  the  overseer,  and  not 
with  me. 

9501.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Bull  did  go  or  did  not  go;  did  you  inquire 
of  Mr.  Bull  ? — I  did  not  see  him  on  that  occasion,  and  since  I  have  been  home 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  going  to  Cranfield ;  another  person  pays  that 

378-  D  part ; 
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1<U.  John  Marshall,  part;  but  there  was  a  note  sent  to  him,  asking  him  to  give  any  explanation  about 

it,    and   I  believe   he  has  not  at  present ;    I    have  not  heard    that   there  has 

9  May  1838.       been  any. 

9502.  Do  you  know  any  instance,  either  among  those  who  have  been  stated 
before  this  Committee,  or  any  instance  that  has  come  to  your  own  knowledge,  in 
which,  according  to  your  own  opinion,  death  has  ensued  among  the  poor  of 
Ampthill,  for  want  of  medical  assistance? — I  do  not. 

9,503.  You  do  not  believe  that  in  those  cases  which  have  been  mentioned  here, 
as  far  as  you  know  any  thing  of  the  circumstances,  the  deaths  so  described  arose 
from  the  wunt  of  medical  assistance  ? — I  do  not  believe  it ;  if  it  did,  I  think  in 
both  cases  the  husbands  had  it  in  their  power  to  provide  that  medical  assistance, 

9504.  Turn  to  7387  ;  the  case  of  Samuel  or  James  Somerville :  he  is  said  to  be 
an  old  man  ;  in  7394  he  is  described  to  be  G8  years  of  age,  to  live  in  a  house 
belonging  to  the  parish,  and  he  has  \s.Gd.  to  live  upon;  his  relief  from  the 
parish  has  been  reduced  from  3*.  to  \s.  6d.  since  the  passing  of  the  new  law  : 
can  you  explain  that? — It  was  reduced  in  my  time,  because  the  man  was  at  work ; 
the  man  has  been  regularly  at  work  for  Mr.  Parker ;  he  told  me  himself  he  got 
6d.  a  day. 

9505.  And  that  he  was  regularly  employed  by  Mr.  Parker  ? — Yes ;  that  was 
3s. ;  and  Is.  Gd.  from  the  parish  made  him  much  better  ofi'  than  the  generality  of 
poor  people. 

9506.  You  are  present  at  the  board  of  guardians  when  the  poor  have  their 
cases  decided  upon? — Always. 

9507.  You  have  been  present  always  ever  since  you  have  been  relieving  officer  ? 
— I  have. 

9508.  Have  you  heard  the  guardians  tell  the  poor,  that  if  they  earn  any  thing 
their  pay  will  be  taken  off? — No,  not  in  that  way  ;  but  the  guardians  have  an 
objection  to  old  men  who  are  receiving  full  parish  relief,  which  is  25.  6d.  or  3*. 
a  week,  going  and  taking  jobs  at  prices  under  the  price  paid  to  the  able-bodied 
labourer,  who  is  receiving  no  parochial  assistance  ;  they  consider  that  it  stands  in 
the  way  of  labour,  and  they  consider  that  those  men  who  receive  assistance  enough 
to  live  upon,  ought  not  to  do  work  to  injure  the  able-bodied  labourers,  who  have 
no  parochial  assistance. 

9509.  Would  it  not  be  much  safer  to  reduce  the  amount  of  relief,  if  the  men 
were  able  to  earn  any  thing  by  their  own  labour  ? — It  would  interfere  with 
their  labour. 

9510.  If  a  man  was  receiving  2*.  Gd.  or  3*.*  and  were  able  to  earn,  as  in  the 
case  of  James  Somerville,  6d.  a  day,  would  it  not  be  much  better  for  the  man  that 
he  should  be  allowed  to  continue  in  that  occupation,  as  his  strength  enabled  him 
lo  pursue  it,  than  that  he  should  be  told,  "  You  had  better  not  work,  or  your  pay 
■will  be  taken  off"? — I  think  it  would  interfere  too  much  with  the  able-bodied 
labourer ;  there  is  a  scarcity  of  work  at  particular  times  of  the  year,  and  those 
men  would  do  it  at  one-half  of  the  price  that  the  able-bodied  men  would  work  at ; 
it  is  giving  relief  to  the  farmers  and  not  to  the  men,  because  the  farmers  would 
often  take  advantage  of  their  having  parish  relief. 

951 1 .  Would  you  say  in  the  case  of  old  people  who  are  capable  of  doing  a  little 
work,  and  by  which  they  may  gain  some  assistance  from  their  own  industry,  that 
it  was  better  for  society  generally,  or  for  them,  that  they  should  be  maintained 
upon  the  parish  pay  in  idleness,  upon  the  condition  that  they  did  not  work,  than 
that  they  should  receive  a  smaller  amount  of  relief,  and  be  allowed  to  do  what 
they  can? — I  think  in  the  case  of  men  who  are  able  to  do  some  work,  they  might 
be  allowed  a  little  parish  relief,  but  as  a  general  rule,  when  people  become  old, 
I  think  they  ought  to  give  them  a  liberal  allowance  to  live  on,  and  not  allow  them 
to  go  to  work. 

9512.  Mr.  Estcourt.]  In  the  case  of  Somerville,  are  you  able  to  state  that  he 
was  in  constant  work  r — The  man  told  me  that  he  was. 

9,')' 3-  Chairman.']  Be  so  good  as  to  read  that  letter  from  ]\Ir,  Parker,  who 
employed  him? — "  James  Somerville  has  worked  with  me  ever  since  the  first 
week  in  October  1836,  in  winter,  at  3  s.  Gd.  a  week,  and  in  summer,  at  G5.  a  week, 
in  hay  time,  7^.  a  week  ;  he  was  not  with  me  for  about  six  weeks  during  the  last 
frost;  I  had  work  for  him,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  and  Mr.  Biggs  wished  to 
make  out  a  case  against  the  new  Poor  Law.  James  Somerville  sent  me  word 
that  he  could  not  come  to  work  this  week;  as  his  feet  were  so  bad.  To  my  sur- 
prise, 
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prise,  in  my  way  to  Bedford,  I  saw  him  walking  as  well  as  usual  near  Amptbill. —  Ih.Jo'm  Manhall. 
R.  Parker,  Harlington  Wood  End,  April  26,  1838."  ^^^     ~^ 

9514.  That  is  the  person  in  whose  employment  he  is  working? — Yes.  -    y     '    • 

0515.  Mr.  Estcourt.]  Supposing,  which  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  the  state- 
ment in  that  paper  to  be  strictly  correct,  does  it  not  altogether  militate  against 
the  account  given  by  Mr.  Turner  with  respect  to  this  individual?— It  does;  the 
fact  is,  that  that  man  ouQ;ht  not  to  have  had  any  thing,  according  to  that,  and 
would  not  have  had  it  had  I  known  it. 

9.516.  Chairman.]  Turn  to  74G3  ;  the  case  of  Samuel  Bonner,  of  77  years  of 
age;  do  vou  know  any  thing  of  that  case? — Yes,  I  do. 

9,5 17, "The  man  is  slated  to  be  77  years  of  age;  before  the  new  Poor  Law 
was  passed  he  used  to  have  2  s.  Gd.  a  week ;  it  was  afterwards  taken  off,  and 
now  he  docs  not  receive  any  thing? — Yes;  it  is  also  stated  that  sometimes 
he  gets  \s.  for  gathering  stones,  and  sometimes  he  cannot  earn  any  thing. 
This  man  applied  to  the  board  on  the  26th  of  April  last;  he  is  very  deaf.  The 
following  statement  was  elicited  from  him  : — "  That  himself  and  his  son  had  set 
50  acres  of  wheat  for  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Peters,  at  Crawley,  at  Gs.  an  acre ;  the 
time  it  took  vvas  six  weeks ;  and  on  dividing  the  money  his  son  had  12.y.  more 
than  he."  Consefpiently  this  old  man,  who  is  stated  to  be  incapable  of  work, 
earned  24  s.,  and  his  son  2(Ss.  a  week,  out  of  which  they  had  to  pay  the  wheat- 
droppers  ;  that  sufficiently  proves  that  the  man  is  not  totally  incapable  of  work. 

George  Pearce,  Esq.,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

9518.  Chainna/i.]  TAKE  those  bills  in  your  hand,  and  explain  them  ? — This  George  P cane, 
is  a  statement  of  the  earnings  of  Samuel  Bonner,  his  son  Peter,  and  six  boys  who 
assisted  him  in  setting  54  acres  of  wheat,  at  6*.  an  acre,  for  which  he  received 
16/.  4.V.  (Vide  Appendix  C.)  Mr.  Peters  further  informed  me  that  he  paid  more 
than  this,  but  he  will  not  speak  to  the  precise  amount ;  they  had  engaged  to  do 
four  or  five  acres  more,  but  they  flew  from  their  job  ;  the  weather  was  indifferent. 

9519.  But  Samuel  Bonner  was  employed,  in  fact,  in  that  work? — Yes,  the  old 
man  took  the  job. 

9520.  With  regard  to  the  other  bill,  will  you  explain  that? — The  job  vvas  let 
to  the  old  man,  and  his  son  Peter  was  merely  his  assistant ;  the  old  man  did  the 
greater  part  of  tlie  work. 

9521.  VVhat  is  the  amount  of  that  bill? — Eight  pounds  ten  shillings,  paid  for 
turnip-hoeing.     (r7<^/t' Appendix  D.) 

9,52-2.  Had  you  that  intbrmation  from  the  farmer  himself? — I  had,  who  gave 
me  a  written  statement,  and  signed  it,  which  1  now  produce. 

9523.  And  that  bill,  made  out  in  the  name  of  Bonner,  without  a  christian 
name,  refers  to  Samuel  Bonner,  and  he  was  constantly  at  work  and  received 
his  share  of  that  bill? — Yes;  he  has  been  employed  till  very  lately  at  stone 
picking,  and  1  understand  from  the  farmers  that  he  earns  as  much  as  from  .55. 
to  75.  weekly  in  that  employment.  A  farmer  told  me,  two  days  ago,  that  he 
paid  him  .5  .y.  for  some  stones,  and  that  he  had  engaged  a  larger  quantity  which 
he  allowed  a  neighbour  to  take :  that  about  Christmas  time  he  was  in  a  public- 
house  where  this  man  was ;  that  he  was  challenged  to  lay  a  wager  for  a 
sovereign,  and  some  one  taunted  the  old  man  that  he  was  not  worth  a  sove- 
reign ;  he  produced  his  purse  and  showed  a  sovereign  and  a  half,  and  said  he 
had  more  at  home. 

9524.  Do  you  know  this  man? — I  know  him  well. 

9525.  He  is  described  as  being  77  years  of  age? — And  he  is  so;  he  is  a 
remarkable  old  man. 

9526.  Is  he  able  to  do  the  work? — He  is  ;  there  is  the  testimony  before  you. 

9.527.  And  particularly  he  is  employed  at  that  work? — Yes,  and  you  will  see 
him  at  work  at  the  present  time ;  it  would  be  unsafe  to  tell  him  that  he  is  an 
infirm  man,  I  mean  that  he  would  be  indignant  at  it.  I  believe  he  has  a  privilege 
of  digging  turf  on  the  moor,  which  provides  him  with  fuel,  and  I  frequently  meet 
him  going  liome  with  his  barrow  full  of  turf. 

9.528.  You  consider  him  to  be  a  man  perfectly  capable  of  providing  for 
himself? — He  has  done  so;  and  during  the  severity  of  the  frost,  1  have  been 
informed  that  he  employed  himself  in  picking  up  the  droppings  on  the  road-side 
which  he  sold. 

;378-  D  2  9529.  Do 
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Ciorge  Fearer,         g52Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  reason  for  his  relief  being  withheld  ? — I  can 

Esq.  only  speak  as  I  received  the   information  from  a  farmer  in  Westoning,  that  he 

was  employed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  bailiff  in  cleansing  a  brook  between 

9  May  1838.  ^.j^^^  Priestly  farm  and  \\'estoning  parish,  and  that  he  earned  at  that  work  about 
7s.  a.  week  ;  and  a  rate-payer  in  Westoning,  knowing  that  he  was  also  receiving 
relief,  thought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  relieving  officer  of  it.  I  have  since 
spoken  to  the  man  who,  it  was  said,  had  forced  this  money  upon  him,  and  he 
declares  to  me  that  it  was  not  brought  back  ;  that  they  were  ready  enough  to 
take  it. 

9530.  Then  the  statement  that  relief  for  this  man  had  been  left  at  a  shop 
during  the  time  that  he  had  been  at  work  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  that,  upon 
understanding  that  the  relief  was  ready  for  him  at  the  shop,  he  declined  to  take 
it,  is  not  correct  ? — I  understood  from  the  man  who  handed  it  over  to  him,  the 
shopkeeper,  that  there  was  no  reluctance  to  receive  it ;  that  it  was  never  brought 
back. 
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DIARY 

OF    RELIEVING   OFFICER. 

Week  ended 
18 

Journies. 

Number  of  Miles 

Parishes  and  Paupers  lisittd, 
and  Buiineis  tramacted. 

on 

foot. 

nn 
horseback. 

Tuesday 
the 

From 
to 

Wednesday 
the 

From 
to 

Thursday 

the 

From 
to 

Friday 
the 

From 
to 

Saturday 
the 

From 
to 

Monday 
the 

From 
to 

Rdieting  Offiier 
183 
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LIST  of  Persons  under  Sixty  Years  of  Age  in  receipt  of  Out  Relief  on  the  23J  December  1837.     ' 


c    Jt> 

S  iP 

a  .^ 

Names. 

Cj 

^  s 

Names. 

^ 

< 

<  ^ 

< 

<  S 

Ampthill. 

s.     d. 

Ctophill — continued. 

s.    d. 

Sturges,  Thomas     - 

44 

1     - 

Stevens,  Joseph 

37 

3    - 

Holloman,  Sarah     - 

31 

1     - 

Carter,  .Mary  - 

iP 

1     - 

sick. 

Money,  Mary,  ist  - 

37 

4     - 

Odell,  Charles 

7 

1     6 

an  orphan. 

Money,  Mary,  ad    - 

31 

4    - 

Sawyer,  Mary 

48 

2     - 

Craiifield. 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  - 

37 

5    - 

Uattison,  Mary 

45 

1     - 

Cluphill. 

Hughes,  .lolin  - 
Siuficlil,  Mary 

50 

44 

4    - 
1     - 

Parrell,  Mary 

.'57 

2     - 

Law,  Mary  Ann 

7 

1     C 

nn  orphan. 

Parrell,  Eliza - 

31 

1     6 

s  q 

Kinns,  Ann     - 

48 

1     I) 

(^continued) 
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Appendix  (B.)— List  of  Persons  under  Sixty  Years  of  Age,  in  receipt 

af  Out-relief — continued. 

Namrs. 

'L 

Names. 

i, 

1  t 

< 

<  tf 

< 

<  f- 

Craifield—conVK 

I.  d. 

i\f«rs/on— cont''. 
Woodinc;,  George    - 

33 

s.    d. 
1     6 

Minards,  Sarah 

57 

1  - 

LancastL-r,  Thomas  - 

42 

3     - 

illness. 

Parker,  Joseph 

52  i 

■i  tt 

Wells,  Elizabetli      - 

47 

4    - 

illness. 

Itoberts,  Si>.ruh 

59  1 

1  - 

Maddock.  1  bonias  - 

30 

8     - 

sick. 

Maulden. 

Flitton. 

Cole,  Sarah     - 
Sinlicld,  Taniar 

50 

59 

1     6 
J     - 

Stonbridge,  Hannah 

55 

1     6 

Stonbridge,  Catherine 

59 

1     - 

Webb,  Francis 

.SI 

3     - 

Woodward,  Rosanna 

45 

2     6 

Palmer,  Susan 

7 

1     - 

fatherless. 

Braybrook,  Ann 

33 

2     - 

Chapman,  Francis   - 

48 

5     - 

illness. 

Ward,  Aim 

47 

1     - 

Chapman, Francis,  1* 

57 

1     - 

ditto  of  wife. 

Sinfield,  Hannah 

13 

fatherless. 

Birdsey,  Ann  - 

2 

2     - 

an  orphan. 

Flilwick. 

Richardson,  John    - 

27 

6    - 

illness. 

Jeilis,  Susan    - 

5 

2     - 

an  orphan. 

Crick,  Maria  - 

52 

3     6 

1 

Mdbrook. 

Deacon,  Uaclicl 

2(; 

1     - 

Chapman,  Tliomas  - 

57 

G     - 

illness. 

Upper  Graxailinnl. 

Pidluxhdl. 

Jackson,  Elizabeth 

57 

2     - 

Chandler,  William  - 

51 

4     - 

Hare,  Amy     - 

Parrish,  James 

42 
45 

3     - 
5     - 

and  5.?.  from 
club.  Illness. 

Chapman,  Elizabeth 
Mooring,  Lucy 

42 
34 

1  6 

2  - 

Newbury,  Edith 

59 

2    6 

Chamberlain,  James 

24 

5     - 

illness. 

Newbur}',  George   - 
Spendelow,  Susan    - 

42 
19 

4     - 
2     - 

Lower  Graxenhitrst. 

Abbott,  Eliza 

(J 

1     - 

fatherless. 

Harris,  Mary  - 
Harris,  Laurence     - 

13 
11 

1     6 
1     6 

[■orphans. 

Burrowes,  Frances  - 
Burrowes,  Rosanna 
Burrowes,  Hannah  - 

11 

9 
6 

1     6 
1     6 
1     6 

1 
orphans. 

Havines. 

Keep,  William 
Keep,  Thomas 

11 

9 

1     " 

[•fatherless. 

Lancaster,  Iloben    - 
Warrtn,  Edmund    - 

27 
56 

5     - 
5     - 

Moorhen,  William  - 
Moorhen,  Sarah 

13 
10 

1     — 

[fatherless. 

Wes-t,  Ann 

35 

2     - 

Brown,  Mary  - 

38 

5     - 

Shitlinsfon, 

Odcll,  Ann  "   - 

50 

1     6 

0      ' 

Whittamore,  Ann     - 

25 

2     - 

Arnold,  Eliza  - 

29 

2     - 

illness. 

Matthews,  Sarah      - 

6 

'1         — 

an  orphan. 

Dunham,  John 

18 

2     6 

Woodcraft,  Tiioraas 

47 

2    C 

sick. 

Flint,  Charlotte 
Flint,  Ann 

45 
49 

3     - 
2     - 

Houghton. 

Twydell,  Sarah 

32 

2     - 

Whittamore,  Mary  - 

48 

1     6 

Kingham,  Ann 

59 

2     6 

Briiikler,  Joseph 

5' 

2     3 

Kitchener,  Charlotte 

59 

2     - 

Brooks,  Mary 

38 

4    - 

Redman,  Henry 

24 

3     - 

Farrer,  Elizabeth     - 

3G 

1     - 

Sharp,  Mary  - 

57 

1     6 

Flint.  CharU  s 

38 

G    - 

Whiteman,  Sophy    - 

35 

1     6 

an  orphan. 

Slapleton,  Lucy 

3» 

5     - 

Atkins,  Elizabeth    - 

14 

I      - 

Branson,  Elizabeth  - 

G 

1     6 

an  orphan. 

Burridge,  Jane 
Caves,  Alice  - 

37 
33 

1     - 

Stapleton,  Charlotte 
Stapleton,  I'hilip 

14 

13 

1     - 

1     - 

orphans. 

Woodland,  Ann 

27 

1     6 

Silsoe. 

Lidlingtou. 

Butterfield,  Susan   - 

>7 

1     6 

Hardwick,  Judith    - 

53 

>     3 

Newbury,  Sarah 

53 

1     - 

Hardwick,  Kllen 

28 

1     3 

Allen,  Elizabeth 

37 

3     C 

Steppingleu. 

Ashwell,  Ann 

2fi 

4    - 

Putman,  Sarah 

58 

1     - 

Farmer,  Susan 

34 

3     6 

Bunker,  Judith 

28 

1     G 

illness. 

Marston. 

Page,  Rebecca 
Garrett,  Rhoda 

44 
26 

5     - 
1     G 

Banks,  Charles 

24 

1     - 

Coppemheat,  Sarah 

57 

1     6 

JVcstoiiinrr. 

Odeil,  John     - 

33 

5     - 

0 

French,  William 

40 

2     6 

Armsden,  Charlotte 

50 

1     6 

French,  Mary 

30 

2     C 

.Martindale,  Ann 

41 

2     - 

Gillett,  Edith 

24 

3    - 

Swift,  Charlotte 

17 

3     - 

Hudson,  Mary 

37 

3     - 

Herbert,  Mary 

58 

1  6 

2  6 

Munday,  Hannah     - 

41 

1     - 

King,  Margaret 

^l 

Robinson,  Hannah  - 

31 

2    6 

Lingar,  Esther 

48 

3     6 

Sintield,  Sarah 

41 

4    6 

Cox,  Jemima  - 

50 

3     - 

illness. 

Smith,  Ann     - 

45 

6    - 

Walton,  William 

33 

6     - 

illness. 

Total  cases  under  Sixty 
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Appendix  (C.) 


Samuel  Bonner  &  Co. 

One  month  before  St.  Michaelmas  1837,  and  three  weeks  after,  54  acres  of  wheat,  setting, 
at  (is.  per  acre. 

About  the  amount  of  two  men  and  six  boys,  at   -        -         -        £.  IC     4     - 

William  Peters, 
Of  Husbome  Crawley,  Beds. 


Appendi.x  (D.) 


Sir, 
I  HAVE  sent  an  account  of  the  money  which  I  paid  Bonner  &  Son  for  tumip-hoeing. 


1837: 

July    -   15 

Paid  him 

22 

ditto     - 

29 

ditto     - 

August     5 

ditto     - 

12       - 

ditto     - 

19 

ditto     - 

25 

ditto     - 

£.  s.  d. 
13- 
1  10  - 
-  10     -   4*.  relief. 

1     -     - 

1  -     - 
12- 

2  5- 


£.8  10 


Joseph  Gibbons, 

Tingrith,  Beds. 


378. 
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TWENTY-NINTH  REPORT 

rnoM 
SELECT    COMMITTEE 

ON    THE 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 

Willi    THE 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDliNCr., 
AND  APPENDIX. 


OrUtmd,  by  Xlic  House  of  Commons,  (o  be  Prinlcd, 

9  May  1838. 


37S. 


T  II  I  |{  T  I   i:  T  11 


REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH    THK 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE, 

AND  APPENDIX. 


Ordered,  bi/  Tlie  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
U)  Mdif  1838. 


3^0. 


[     ii     ] 


Lunce,  2y°  die  Novanhris,  1837, 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  ReUef  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 


Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  Fazakcrley. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope. 

Mr.  Baines. 

Mr.  Boiling. 

Mr.  Lister. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle. 

Mr.  Barneby. 

Mr.  Liddell. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 


Mr.  Ward. 

Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Chichester. 

Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  JohnFicldcn. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 


Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  (S"  die  Fchi-uarii,   1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  piven  to  the  Conimitlee  to  report  the  Mmutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.   iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.     1 

APPENDIX p.  27 


[     iii     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  CoMMissiONEKS  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  ; — 

TTAV^E  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
"*-  -■■     The  House. 


\{)  May  1838. 


380. 


[     iv     ] 


VVlTNIiSSES. 


Mr.  Thomas  Betinett P-    1 

Mr.  Jo/in  Marahall         -         -         -         -         -     p.    G 
George  Pearce,  Esq.        -         -         -         -         -     p.  18 


[  1  ] 


MINUTES     OF     EVIDENCE. 


Jovis,  10' die  Mail,  1838. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Barneby. 
Mr.  FMelden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 
Lord  Howick. 
jNIr.  Langdale. 


'& 


Mr.  Miles. 
Mr.  Slaney. 
Mr.  Scrope. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Thomas  Bemietf.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

9531.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  the  steward  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford? — I  am.  Wr.  T.  Beii«eit. 

9,532.  Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  James  Reed  ? — Yes.  

Q.533.   Has  he  been  employed  by  you  at  any  work  ? — From  1 834,  for  three  years,       '°  '  ^^  ^^^' 
he  was  almost  constantly  employed    by  me;  at  least  for  the  greater  pari  of  the 
year. 

9534.  What  wages  did  you  give  him  ? — He  was  chiefly  at  that  time  working  at 
task-work  and  different  descriptions  of  husbandry  work. 

9535-  What  were  his  earnings? — His  day -pay  was  i05.  a  week,  which  they 
draw  once  a  fortnight ;  the  bills  are  settled  once  a  month  or  six  weeks,  and  theii 
the  task-work  runs  from  1 1  ^.  to  12*.  6d.,  sometimes  13*.  a  week. 

9536.  Was  he,  during  the  three  years  that  he  was  working  for  you,  chiefly 
employed  at  task-work  ? — Chiefly  at  task-work,  not  constantly. 

1)537.  During  the  time  he  was  working  for  you,  was  he  earning  from  ii.y.  to 
i2s.  6d.,  or  13*.  a  week  ? — Just  so. 

953^^-  When  did  he  cease  to  work  for  you?— He  went  off  frou)  me  in  .April 
1 837,  into  farmers'  work. 

9:)39-  With  what  farmer  was  he  working  after  that?— I  do  not  know  where  he 
■worked  during  the  hay-time,  I  believe  at  diftcrent  places ;  but  he  harvested  with 
William  Marryalt. 

()540.  Did  he  apply  for  work  to  you  on  the  26th  or  27th  of  December  last  ? — 
He  did. 

9541.  Did  you  give  him  work  ?— I  did;  I  sent  him  to  work  at  a  drain  ;  he 
applied  late  in  the  season,  but  the  principal  part  of  my  work  was  engaged,  and 
I  put  him  to  draining. 

9542.  What  did  he  earn  at  that? — He  was  engaged  for  three  weeks,  till  the 
storm  began,  and  for  this  he  had  12*.  a  week. 

9543.  Did  you  employ  him  during  the  storm?— I  did,  during  the  whole  of  the 
storm,  at  1 0  .v.  a  week. 

9544.  Did  he  leave  you  after  the  storm  ? — After  the  storm  the  farmers'  work 
had  become  very  plentiful  ;  there  was  a  great  demand  for  labour,  and  I  discharged 
Reed  as  being  one  of  the  last  men  that  had  come  to  work  for  me,  and  13  other 
labourers,  and  they  went  to  work  for  other  farmers. 

9.545.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether,  when  you  discharged  him,  he  got  into 
work : — He  has  only  been  three  days  out  of  work  since  he  left  me,  tliat  I  k'now. 

9546.  What  has  he  been  earning  at  the  work  he  has  been  employed  at  ? — He 
«ays  1  s.  6d.  a  day. 

9.547.  He  tells  you  that,  does  he? — I  have  not  seen  him  myself,  but  that  is  the 
information  I  had  from  my  foreman  last  night. 

9.548.  You  sent  to  your  foreman  to  inquire,  did  you  ? — Yes. 

O-HQ-  Has  he  a  garden  cropped  with  wheat  and  potatoes  ? — He  had  40  poles  of 
ground,  for  which  he  pays  8.?.  a  year;   and  his  cottage-rent  is  505.  a  year. 

3^0*  A  9550.  Have 
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Mr.  T.  Bennett.         9.').50.  Have  you  any  uotiou  of  the  value  of  the  crop  iu  the  ground  ? — The  crop 

— — in  the  ground  last  year,  the  wheat  and  potatoes  which  he  had  upon  it,  was  worth 

10  May  1838.       4/.  at  least. 

9551.  Does  his  eldest  son  work  for  any  body  ? — For  William  Marrvatt. 

9552.  What  does  lie  cam  wilh  him? — Five  shillings  a  week. 

9.553.  Docs  he  |)ay  any  thing  for  his  lodging  r — Three  shillings  and  sixpence  a 
week  for  his  board  and  lodging,  reserving  1*.  ()(l.  to  himself. 

9.5,54.  Three  shillings  and  sixpence  therefore  goes  to  increase  his  fathers 
means  ? — Yes. 

95.')5-  Does  his  second  son  work  for  any  body  r — The  second  son  did  work  for 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  upon  a  farm,  and  he  had  3*.  a  week,  and  they  took  him 
home. 

9556.  Who  took  him  home  ? — His  family  took  him  home. 

9557.  Why  ? — There  was  no  reason  given  ;  but  I  understood  the  chief  reason 
was,  that  his  labour  at  straw-plaiting  was  worth  more  than  he  was  earning  at  this 
farm. 

95.58.  Do  you  know  what  he  could  earn  at  straw-plaiting;  are  you  acquainted 
with  the  value  of  straw-plaiting  ? — I  can  .judge  from  my  general  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  tlic  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  think  that  boy  could  earn  35.  iid. 
a  week  at  straw-plaiting. 

9559.  He  had  earned  3  s.  a  week  upon  this  farm  ;  should  you  have  continued 
him  at  those  wages  if  they  had  not  taken  him  away  ? — He  was  not  in  my  depart- 
ment ;  hut  I  know  that  the  bailiff  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  would  not  have  turned 
the  boy  away  ;  he  was  taken  away  voluntarily. 

9560.  He  left  the  employment  at  which  lie  was  earning  3  *.  a  week,  at  the  request 
of  his  family  ?— Yes. 

956 1 .  And  for  the  purpose  of  plaiting  straw,  at  which  he  could  earn,  you  believe, 
more  than  3*.  a  week  ? — Yes. 

9562.  Has  James  Reed  two  girls  r — He  has,  who  are  excellent  straw-plaiters. 
9.5C3.  What  do  you  suppose  those  girls  could  earn  each?' — I  should  think  the 

two  girls  could  earn  from  55.  to  ti*.  a  week  between  them. 

95()4.  That  is  about  2  *.  &d.  or  3.9.  a  week  each? — Yesj  they  are  two  of  the 
best  plaiters  in  Ridgmont,  and  I  think  the  eldest  girl  could  earn  4s.  a  week. 

9565.  Is  Reeds  wife  a  straw-plaiter  ?  — She  is  an  exceedingly  good  straw, 
plaiter. 

956().  What  do  you  suppose  she  could  earn  a  week? — She  has  a  young  family, 
and  I  imagine  cannot  do  much  at  it ;  but  she  cuts  the  straws  for  the  others. 

9567.  Then,  from  your  statement,  the  earnings  of  this  man  and  his  family  are 
not  less  than  21  ,s.  a  week  ? — I  believe  those  are  the  actual  earnings  ;  I  have  given 
a  statement  of  what  the  man  states  himself,  but  I  do  not  think  the  man  has  stated 
the  whole  truth. 

95(').S.  This  is  the  statement  which  James  Reed  appears  to  have  signed  himself; 
do  you  happen  to  know  how  this  paper  was  obtained  from  the  man  r — I  desired 
my  foreman,  James  Line,  to  go  and  get  those  particulars,  last  night. 

q56Q.  The  particulars  stated  by  the  man  are  these,  that  James  Reed  states  him- 
self to  be  earning  9.S.  a  week  ;  do  you  believe  that  to  be  true  ? — \  es,  I  dare  say  that 
is  the  case. 

9570.  Robert  Reed  to  be  earning  3^.  6d.  a  week? — That  is  the  money  he  gives 
his  father  for  iiis  board  and  lodging;  he  earns  5.S. 

9571.  Mercy  Reed  is  stated  to  earn  1  *.  6d.  a  week  ;  do  you  believe  that,  from 
your  knowledge  of  the  occupation  of  girls  of  her  age,  to  be  a  true  statement  ? — I  do 
not ;   I  think  she  earns  more  than  double  that  if  she  is  kept  at  her  work. 

9572.  Ann  Reed  is  stated  to  earn  1  s.  6(/.  a  week  ;  do  you  believe  that  to  be  a 
true  account  ? — She  is  a  younger  girl,  and  I  should  say  she  earns  2S.  6d. 

9573.  Jesse  Reed  is  the  boy  who  was  working  under  the  Duke  of  Bedford  at 
3*.  a  week,  and  who  was  brought  home  at  the  request  of  the  family,  and  he  is 
stated  to  earn  2s.  a  week  ;  do  you  think  it  probable  that  they  would  have  taken 
him  from  the  employment  at  which  he  was  earning  3*.  a  week,  if  he  could  have 
earned  onlv  2*.  at  home  ? — I  should  say  not. 

9574.  You  do  not,  therefore,  believe  tliat  to  be  an  accurate  statement  of  his 
earnings  ? — I  do  not. 

9575.  Then  there  are  George  Reed  and  Amos  Reed,  who  earn  nothing;  that, 
on  the  man's  own  statement,  makes  the  earnings  of  himself  and  his  family  to  be 
17^'.  hd.  a  week? — Yes. 

05 "6.  You 
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9576.  You  believe  that  to   be  inaccurate,  to  the  extent  you   have  stated  ? — I     ^ir.  T.  Beimett. 
think  it  is  iuaccurate  to  the  extent  of  3*.  6(i.  at  least.  "  ~* 

9577.  You  think,  therefore,  that  the  true  earnings  of  this  man  and  his  family      10  May  1838. 
may  be  said  to  be  21  v.  Gd.  a  week? — I  feel  satisfied  that  they  are. 

9578.  Mr.  Fielden.]  You  know  James  Reed  ;  you  have  said  you  have  known 
him  for  some  time? — He  has  been  in  my  employ,  more  or  less,  since  1834. 

^',~^J.   Do  you  know  the  number  of  his  family  ? — He  has  six  children. 
9580.  Six  children  living  with  him  ? — Yes,  and  a  wife. 

9.581.  Making,  together,  eight  in  family? — Yes. 

9.582.  The  income  that  he  himself  states  to  you  the  family  earn,  is  17*.  6d. 
a  week? — Yes,  what  he  stated  to  my  foreman  last  night,  not  myself. 

9.583.  But  you  believe  that  to  have  come  from  James  Reed  himself? — I  be- 
lieve so. 

9.584.  What  rent  has  he  to  pay  ?— Fifty  shillings  for  his  cottage,  and  8*.  for 
40  poles  of  garden  ground  besides. 

9.58.5.  What  do  his  tools  cost  him  ? — That  I  do  not  know. 

9586.  Have  you  ever  visited  this  cottage? — I  have  not  been  in  it  very  recently  ; 
it  is  a  cottage  that  I  have  the  management  of,  because  it  is  a  cottage  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedford. 

9587.  Have  you  visited  the  cottage  where  James  Reed  lives  ? — I  have  not  been 
in  his  cottage  within  two  years. 

«)588.  Can  you  say  whether  he  has  any  furniture  in  his  house? — I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  admit  that  he  is  in  a  most  wretched,  distressed  condition,  and  if  he  had 
twice  as  much  money  as  he  has  he  would  be  the  same. 

9589.  What  does  that  arise  from  t — I  believe  from  extravagant  and  improvident 
habits  on  the  part  of  his  wife ;  the  man  is  an  industrious  man,  and  would  not  sell 
his  furniture,  but  he  has  a  bad  partner. 

9590.  How  does  the  wife  manifest  her  extravagance? — My  foreman  said,  that 
the  neighbours  declared  to  him  that  the  frying-pan  was  set  to  work  on  Saturday 
night,  and  they  live  in  that  sort  of  way  as  long  as  the  money  lasts. 

9591.  How  long  will  the  money  last  him  which  you  have  described  him  to  have, 
when  thev  have  set  the  frying-pan  to  work  in  the  manner  you  state  ? — I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that,  at  the  end  of  the  fortnight,  they  are  at  short  commons ; 
they  have  not  so  much  as  they  have  at  the  beginning  of  the  fortnight. 

9592.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  this  man  is  sometimes  in  a  state  that  he 
wants  that  food  which  a  labouring  man  ought  to  have  ? —  I  would  not  say  that ; 
I  do  not  know  that  of  mv  own  knowledge.  I  know  that  he  is  not  so  well  off  at 
the  end  of  the  fortnight  as  he  is  at  the  beginning. 

9593.  But  with  the  earnings  which  you  have  stated  for  eight  persons,  if  that 
extravagance  is  shown  at  the  commencement  of  the  week,  when  they  have  had 
their  wages,  would  it  not  be  soon  expended,  so  that,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  week, 
there  might  be  a  scarcity  of  food  .' — I  should  think  that  follows,  as  a  matter  of 
course, 

9,594.  A  person  visiting  that  house  might  have  found  them  in  that  state,  without 
having  any  food  in  the  house  ? — I  do  not  know  that  he  might  not  or  that  he 
might. 

9595.  Is  it  not  possible,  from  what  you  have  stated,  that  he  might,  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  week,  be  wanting  for  that  food  and  nourishment  which  he  ought  to 
have? — I  think  a  man,  known  to  be  in  constant  employment,  and  having  to  receive 
104-.  the  next  day,  that  the  baker  would  trust  him  for  a  loaf  of  bread  for  that  day. 

9.59G.  You  think  the  credit  of  this  man  was  so  good  as  to  enable  him  to  obtain 
credit  with  the  baker? — Yes,  I  should  think  so,  when  a  man  is  in  constant 
employment ;  I  know  that  bakers  do  give  credit  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight. 

9597.  Then,  though  this  man  is  as  poor  as  you  have  described  him,  he  still  has 
credit,  you  think,  in  the  neighbourhood  where  he  lives  ? — 1  should  say  he  has. 

9598.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  character  ? — I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  man's 
character ;  he  is  a  civil  quiet  labourer. 

9599.  Is  he  a  man  whom  you  would  doubt  of  teUing  the  truth  ? — I  think  if  you 
want  to  get  the  earnings  of  those  people,  you,  or  any  person  you  send  down  to  this 
country,  must  have  a  sweet-savoured  tongue  to  get  any  thing  like  the  truth  out  of 
them  ;  they  will  tell  you  the  truth  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  they  will  not  tell  you  the 
whole  truth  ;  there  is  always  a  little  mental  reservation. 

9600.  Would  you  consider  a  man  to  bear  a  good  character  who  was  in  the 
habit  of  telling-  untruths? — I  am  not  so  intimately  acquainted  with  this  man  as  to 

0.48.  A   2  know 
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Mr.  r.  lienndt.    kiiow  whether  he  is  guilty  of  telling  untruths  or  not ;  but  if  he  slated  that  he  had 

notliiug  but  salt  and  water  for  his  dinner,  I  consider  that  he  was  not  telling  the 

10  May  1838.      whole  truth  ;   I  consider  that  there  was  something  beyond  salt  and  water. 

ot'oi.  Do  you  conceive  that  it  is  possible  that  he  might  tell  such  a  story? — He 
miiiht  tell  it. 

Oboi.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  seen  in  the  fields  by  the  man  to  whom  he  told 
this  story  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

9603.  Do  you  know  that,  before  he  went  home,  this  man  went  to  the  cottage 
where  he  resided  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  food  in  the  cotta"e,  and  to 
observe  the  state  in  whicli  the  family  were  .' — Yes. 

9604.  If  you,  as  a  stranger,  had  done  that  and  found  the  cottage  destitute  of 
food,  and  no  appearance  of  any  thing  to  eat,  and  the  man  had  come  in  afterwards, 
and  liolh  the  man  and  the  wife  stated  that  he  had  nothing  but  salt  and  water  for 
his  dinner  that  day,  would  you  have  believed  the  man  to  tell  the  truth  or  what  was 
false? — I  tliink  to  any  stranger  going  amongst  those  people,  prying  into  their  affairs, 
and  asking  what  they  had  for  dinner,  it  is  very  likely  they  would  not  tell  him  the 
whole  truth. 

9bo,>  Still  you  think  the  man  deserving  of  a  good  character  r — I  have  nothing 
to  say  against  the  man's  character. 

9606.  The  man  himself  you  have  known  for  many  years  ? — I  have  known  him 
since  1834. 

9607.  He  has  been  in  your  employment  since  that  time  'l — Yes. 

9608.  And  you  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  knowing  whether  the  man 
is  in  the  habit  of  telling  you  falsehoods  or  not? — No  ;  the  man  comes  and  gives  me 
money's  worth  for  my  money,  and  1  do  not  ask  him  any  thing. 

9609.  Did  you  put  the  question  to  the  man  whether  he  had  nothing  but  salt  and 
w  ater  for  his  ilinncr  on  that  day  ? — No. 

gbio.  Clutinnan.^  Have  you  seen  him  frequently  since? — I  have  ;  but  I  never 
asked  the  question  ;  I  was  not  aware  of  this  salt  and  water  when  I  saw  him. 

o(iii.  Have  you  seen  him  since  this  case  was  mentioned  to  the  Committee? 
—No. 

961 12.  Mr.  Ficlderi.]  You  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  go  to  tlie  cottage  in 
order  to  see  the  state  in  which  it  is? — I  have  not. 

9613.  Chairman.'\  You  have  said  that  you  have  not  thought  it  worth  your  while 
to  see  this  man  since  you  heard  of  the  salt  and  water? — I  was  from  home  yester- 
day morning-;  I  did  not  get  home  till  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  I  heard  of  it 
then  for  the  first  time. 

9614.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  personally  of  making  any  inquiries  of  the 
man  ? — No;  of  course  I  ought  to  think  it  worth  my  while  to  make  inquiries,  if  I 
heard  of  a  man  being  in  such  destitution  that  he  was  living  upon  salt  and  water  ; 
because  it  would  be  neglect  of  my  duty,  being  steward  of  the  Duke  of  Bedt'ord, 
and  he  being  a  tenant  of  the  Duke's,  if  I  had  not  inquired  into  it. 

061  5.  Mr.  Ficldcn.'\  Have  you  uiven  in  the  statement  made  bv  the  man  himself? 
—Yes. 

9616.  Where  did  you  get  it  from  ? — My  foreman  got  it  from  the  man  himself, 
and  brought  it  to  me  this  morning. 

9617.  In  London? — No,  in  the  country ;  I  left  the  country  this  morning,  and 
came  up  by  the  railway. 

961 N.  Have  you  come  up  for  the  express  business  of  putting  in  this  statement? 
— i  understood  that  evidence  had  been  given  before  this  Committee  last  Tuesday 
relative  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  Reed,  and  I  was  desired  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances,  and  send  them  up ;  I  was  coming  to  town,  and  therefore  I  brought 
it  myself. 

9619.  You  are  not  come  up  entirely  for  this  purpose? — No,  I  have  other 
business  in  town  ;   I  very  frequently  come  to  .town. 

9620.  But  having  to  come  and  give  evidence  before  this  Committee  on  this  sub- 
ject, you  did  not  think  it  worth  your  while  to  go  to  the  man's  cottage  ? — I  did  not, 
certainly  ;  I  would  not  say  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  while  ;  but  I  had  not 
time. 

9621.  Do  you  think  that  there  was  such  necessity  for  this  breathless  haste, 
that  you  could  not  take  lime  to  do  that  ? — I  had  other  business  in  tow  n. 

9622.  Are  you  acquainted  with  what  boys  and  girls  can  earn  at  straw- plaiting 
in  that  neighbourhood? — As  regards  what  a  girl  can  do  at  straw-plaiting,  I  do 
not  know  myself;  but  my  foreman  told  me  last  night  that  his  sister-in-law   had 

received 
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received  from  the  person  employed  by  Mr,  Waller  of  Luton  \6s.,  for  her  straw-    Mt.T.  BtKiiHt. 

plaiting  for  four  weeks.  

[)G2Z-  What  age  is  she? — About  the  age  of  this  Mercy  Reed,  about  14  or  15      lo  May  1838. 
years  of  age. 

9624.  Wliat  description  of  plait  is  she  employed  on? — I  do  not  know;  I  am 
not  a  sufficient  judge  of  the  nature  of  plait  myself;  I  only  speak  from  the  infor- 
mation wliicli  this  man  gives  mc. 

9625.  The  information  was  given  you  by  another? — Yes;  not  from  the  girl 
herself;  from  the  brother-in-law  of  the  girl. 

qCriG.   Who  had  opportunities  of  knowing? — He  had  it  from  this  girl,  he  said. 

9627.  There  are  different  descriptions  of  straw-plait  in  Bedfordshire? — Yes. 

()628.  Can  they  earn  tlie  same  wages  at  all  the  different  sorts? — There  is  a 
difference  in  the  manufacture,  and  a  difierence  in  the  efficiency  of  those  who  make 
the  plait. 

9t)29.  Is  there  not  a  difference  in  the  amount  they  can  earn,  persons  of  the 
same  capacity,  whether  they  are  employed  in  one  description  or  in  another  descrip- 
tion of  plait? — I  cannot  give  an  opinion  upon  that. 

9630.  A  person  acquainted  with  the  trade  can  speak  more  satisfactorily  upon  it? 
— 1  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

9631.  How  long  do  they  work  at  this  r — I  should  tliink  as  long  as  the  day  is 
light;  it  is  an  easy  work  ;  1  see  them,  when  I  go  through  the  villages,  working  at  it; 
they  work  ai  it,  and  chat  and  talk  at  the  same  time. 

9(»32.  Do  you  know  how  long  this  girl  that  you  have  spoken  of  had  to  work  in 
order  to  earn  4*-.  a  week? — I  do  not;  I  can  only  speak  of  her  having  earned  this 
monev. 

9^2>3-   ^'ou  cannot  say  what  description  of  work  she  was  engaged  in  ? — No. 

9634.  Do  you  know  what  outgoings  the  straw-plaiters  have  ? — No,  I  do  not. 
f^&'^').  Have  they  to  furnish  any  materials  themselves  ? — They  have  to  buy  the 

materials  ;  I  take  it  tliat  this  M'as  the  net  cash. 

963(1.  That  was  the  information,  that,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  materials,  she 
liad  4.y.  a  week  ? — "V  cs,  so  I  understood  it. 

9637.  You  said  that  the  wife  of  James  Reed  is  an  excellent  plaiter,  but  vou 
have  not  said  that  she  earned  any  thing  ? — She  has  a  young  family,  and  I  imagine 
the  wliole  of  her  time  is  taken  up  in  her  household  duties  ;  but  she,  I  imauine, 
prepares  the  straws  for  the  others. 

9635.  Mr.  Miles.]  From  your  knowledge  of  the  living  and  habits  of  the  poorer 
classes  in  Bedfordshire,  do  you  think  it  possible  that  a  man  who  gives  in  the 
earnings  of  himself  and  family  at  175.  6d.  per  week,  could  be  in  such  a  state  of 
destitution,  as,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  to  be  without  a  meal  of  any  kind  for  dinner, 
if  proper  economy  had  been  used  ? — 1  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  ;  I  think  there 
must  have  been  great  improvidence. 

9639.  Mr.  Baniebi/.}  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  in  saying  that  the  wife  of 
Reed  was  an  extravagant  and  improvident  woman? — Yes,  I  stated  so;  that  was 
the  information  I  had. 

9G40.  And  therefore  is  it  your  opinion  that,  in  consequence  of  that  extrava- 
gance and  improvidence,  even  if  the  man  had  received  higher  wages  than  he  did, 
he  might  liavc  been  reduced  to  this  state  of  destitution  at  Uie  end  of  the  week  ?  — 
1  believe  that,  wliatever  he  received,  it  would  all  have  gone. 

9G41.  Chairman.']  The  man  gave  in  the  earnings  to  your  foreman  at  175.  Orf.  ? 
— Yes. 

9642.  The  statement  he  gave  to  a  former  witness  whom  the  Committee  have 
examined,  is  13*.  9^.  ;  therefore,  the  statement  he  made  to  your  foreman  is  utterly 
at  variance  with  the  statement  he  appears  to  have  made  to  the  person  who  went 
down  into  the  country  ? — From  the  knowledge  that  1  have  of  the  man  and  his 
family,  the  statement  I  have  produced  this  morning  must  be  more  nearly  correct 
than  the  statement  of  13.?.  ()</. 

9O43.  Should  you  tliink  it  reasonable  that  a  man  receiving  the  amount  of  waives 
which  Reed  has  stated  that  he  received  should  apply  to  the  parish  for  any  assist- 
ance from  the  parociiial  funds  ? — In  times  gone  past,  of  course  he  would,  but  now 
he  would  not. 

9644.  Do  you  think  it  reasonable  that  a  man  earning  what  you  have  described 
himself  and  his  family  to  earn,  should  receive  assistance" from  the  parochial  funds  I 
— I  consider  not,  decidedly  not. 

380.  "  A3  9645.  Do 
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Mr.  T.  Bennett.        9645.  Do  you  think  that  that  amount  of  earnings  is  sufficient,  with   tolerable 
~      r"j,       management,  to  keep  a  man  in  the  decent  comforts  of  life  ? — I  can  judge  only 
10     ay  1  3  .      ffQjj^  comparison ;  but  I  have  many  other  labourers  under  me  who  are  not  earning 
so  much,  and  who  liavc  larger  families,  and  who  are  people  in  better  condition. 

9646.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Was  this  man  in  your  employ  in  Marcii  last  ? — Last 
March,  after  the  storm  was  gone  over,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  demand  for 
labourers,  and  I  parted  with  my  labourers  earlier  this  season  than  1  had  ever  done 
before  ;  and  Reed,  as  being  one  of  the  last  men  that  applied  to  me,  went  off  with 
the  first  men  that  went  off;  and  there  were  12  or  13  men  that  I  discharged  at 
that  time ;  they  went  to  take  work  of  the  farmers. 

9647.  In  the  statement  that  Reed  made,  he  said  "  that  he  was  then  working  for 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,"  that  was  in  March  last? — That  must  have  been  at  the 
beginning  of  March. 

9648.  Are  you  aware  that  prior  to  that  time  the  man  had  lately  buried  a  child  ? 
— He  might ;    I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

9b4q.  I  understand  that  he  stated  that  he  had  to  incur  some  expense  in  the 
burial  of  his  child  ? — It  is  very  probable. 

9650.  And  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  make  any  application  for  credit,  for  he  did 
not  see  that  he  should  have  the  means  of  paying  it  again,  if  he  obtained  any.  Can 
you  conceive  that  that  might  be  the  state  of  this  man  ? — Of  course  the  man  knows 
his  own  affairs  better  than  I  do ;  I  should  have  thought,  in  the  receipt  of  such 
earnin"s,  he  was  in  better  credit  than  that. 

9651.  Do  not  the  Bedfordshire  labourers,  many  of  them,  struggle  hard  to  avoid 
getting  into  debt  ? — I  think  it  is  a  natural  feeling  of  any  body  to  do  so,  and 
I  do  not  ihink  the  Bedfordshire  labourers  are  different  in  that  respect  from  other 
labourers  ;  I  have  no  reason  to  think  so. 

9652.  Are  they  not  obliged  to  be  extremely  thrifty,  and  to  husband  their 
resources  in  the  best  manner,  in  order  to  avoid  being  in  debt? — They  ought;  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  individuals  in  that  respect. 

96.53.  Are  they  in  that  necessity,  from  the  small  income  they  receive  for  their 
labour? — I  should  think,  taking  the  class  of  people,  they  are  ;  but  there  are  great 
differences  between  them,  as  there  are  between  persons  in  every  station  in  life. 

Mr.  Joint  Marshall,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

^U.  J.Marshall.        9654.   Chairman.^  TURN  to  7.509,  the  case  of  Thomas  Bunker  ;  he  is  stated 
-  to  be  infirm,  that  he  used  to  have  2  s.  a  week  from  the  parish,  and  that  since  the 

new  law  the  relief  has  been  stopped,  and  that  they  have  offered  him  the  work- 
house, and  that  he  is  not  an  able-bodied  man,  and  that  his  age  is  70  ;  iiave  you 
any  thing  to  say  with  regard  to  Thomas  Bunker? — I  take  Thomas  Bunker  to  bean 
able-bodied  man,  from  his  earnings. 

9655.  What  do  you  know  of  his  earnings? — He  is,  in  the  first  place,  village- 
barber  ;  he  earns  considerably  at  that. 

9656.  What  do  you  imagine  his  earnings  as  village  barber  may  be  ? — I  should 
say  that  not  less  than  2s.  a  week  he  can  earn  at  that;  and  when  I  say  2s.,  I  think 
I  go  much  under  it ;  he  is  also  a  good  chaff-cutter,  and  gets  a  considerable  sum  at 
that;  and  he  is  also  a  gardener,  at  least  he  works  in  the  gardens  both  of  Mr. 
Whitehurst  and  Mr.  Woodward  ;  and  with  Mr.  Woodward  he  gets  1  s.  a  day  and 
his  victuals  ;  with  Mr.  Whitehurst  he  gets  1  .s.  a  day,  but  whether  he  gets  his  food 
there  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

96.57.  You  consider  Thomas  Bunker,  with  the  occupations  you  have  described, 
to  be  able  to  provide  for  himself? — 1  do  consider  him  to  be  quite  able  to  provide 
for  himself. 

9658.  Turn  to  7.54.5  ;  Susan  Deacon,  widow,  aged  4Q;  with  five  children  :  this 
widow  had  formerly  7  s.  a  week  ;  it  was  reduced  to  .55.  6d.,  afterwards  to  4*.  3^/., 
and  then  to  nothing;  and  she  was  told  that  if  she  liked  it  she  might  go  to  Derby 
to  the  factories ;  if  she  would  not  go  there  she  must  have  no  relief,  and  none  she 
has  had  since  ? — This  Susan  Deacon  (her  eldest  girl  is  1 8  years  of  age,  has  recently 
been  delivered  of  a  bastard  child),  I  perceive  she  has  a  boy  16  years  ot  age,  has 
been  at  piece-work  all  the  winter,  working  at  Mr.  Brooks's,  except  during  the  sus- 
pension of  work  in  bad  v\eather,  and  then  he  went  home  to  plaiting;  she  has  a 
boy  13  years  of  age,  he  has  3.S.  a  week  at  sheep-keeping;  and  two  girls,  10  years 
and  8  years  of  age,  are  plaiters,  who  would  be  able  to  earn  3*.  a  week  more.  The 
woman  also  is  a  midwife;  she  is  stated  by  a  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  to  have 

had 
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had  an  average  of  two  cases  a  «  cek.     He  says  that  he  heard  the  woman  say,  that     Mr.  J.  Marshall. 

she  had  four  cases  in  tlie  nnonth  of  March,  herself.     He  took  that  rather  as  the 

average  than  otherwise;  but,  liowever,  considering  the  number  of  parishes  that  she      ^°  ^^y  '^•''* 
attends,  he  tliinks  still  that  she  has  not  less  than  four  cases  a  week.     I  am  not  at 
all  prepared  to  say  myself,  except  from  the  number  of  parishes  that   she  attends, 
and   I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  she  does  have  a  considerable  number  of  cases, 
perhaps  as  many  as  four  a  week. 

96.59.  Is  she  a  midwife  in  considerable  practice  ? — Yes. 

9660.  What  do  you  imagine  her  to  receive  in  each  case  ? — Four  shillings  in  each 
case  ;  there  was  a  woman  lived  in  Ampthill,  %vho  used  to  charge  /j.y.  a  case,  and  this 
woman  took  ii  at  4  s.  a  case,  upon  an  understanding  that  she  was  to  have  ready 
money,  and  thereby  obtained  the  custom  that  this  other  woman  used  to  get. 

g(i6i.  She  is  stated  to  receive  not  4.9.  but  3. v.  a  case  ;  which  do  you  believe  to  be 
true? — I  believe,  from  the  inquiries  I  have  made,  that  4*.  is  the  sum  that  she 
receives ;  but  there  may  have  been  cases  in  which  she  couid  not  get  more 
than  3  .y. 

g6i')2.  And  there  may  be  cases  in  which  she  does  not  recover  the  money? — Yes, 
there  may  be;  and  when  she  is  not  so  employed  she  may  be  employed  in  lace- 
making  ;  l)ut  I  think  she  is  employed  in  cutting  straws  for  the  children. 

9663.  Have  you  ever  been  in  her  house? — I  have  not  been  inside  of  it. 

9664.  You  do  not  know  any  thing  as  to  the  furniture  of  the  house  ? — No,  I  do 
not;  she  never  was  under  my  payment  until  they  had  the  small-pox,  and  then  I 
did  not  like  to  go  into  the  house  ;  I  thought  it  was  not  right  to  do  so,  because  I  was 
then  going  about  among  other  people,  and  I  might  have  carried  it  in  my  clothes, 
and  infected  others. 

966.V  During  the  time  that  the  small-pox  was  in  the  family  did  thev  receive 
relief? — Very  liberally,  I  thought. 

9666.  Do  you  believe  this  woman,  considering  what  you  know  of  her  own  earn- 
ings as  a  midwife,  and  of  the  earnings  of  the  family,  to  be  in  a  state  of  destitution 
or  distress? — I  do  not;  I  believe  her  to  be  quite  able  to  get  her  own  living;  the 
very  dress  of  the  family  would  show  that  they  were  any  thing  but  in  distress. 

9G67.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  woman's  appearance  which  would  indicate  that 
she  w  as  in  distress  ? — Nothinff. 

9668.  Docs  she  appear  decently  clad  ? — Very  decently  clad. 

9669.  Ill  good  health  ? — Yes  ;  this  daughter  of  hers  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best 
plaiters  in  our  county,  but  she  has  had  a  bastard  child,  on  the  24th  of  April ;  I  did 
not  know  that  the  girl  was  pregnant,  though  I  often  saw  her. 

9670.  Turn  to  7628;  Sarah  Jellis,  of  I'litwick,  is  aunt  to  four  orphan  children, 
whom  she  has  brought  u|) ;  she  had  originally  with  those  children  9  s.  a  week,  up 
to  the  building  of  the  workhouse,  after  which  the  board  of  guardians  took  oft'  1  s., 
and  then  2^^.,  then  2  .v.  more  very  soon  after  they  took  the  other  25.,  and  this 
reduced  the  allowance  to  45.;  they  afterwards  took  all  oft";  this  was  all  done  in 
less  than  12  months,  and  she  was  ordered  to  the  board  ;  do  you  know  any  thing 
with  regard  to  this  woman  ? — I  am  not  aware  tiiat  the  allowance  was  ever  all  taken 
off,  but  it  might  have  been  ;  if  it  was,  it  was  before  I  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
payment;  but,  however,  she  gets  2  s.  a.  week  allowed,  not  for  herself,  but  for  the 
younger  child,  who  is  a  girl,  a  bastard  child,  by  the  bye ;  her  mother  had  her  by  a 
married  man  alter  the  death  of  her  husband;  but  she  is  an  orphan ;  the  eldest  girl 
she  has  is  17  or  iS  years  of  age,  a  perfectly  able-bodied  young  woman,  and  cannot 
be  called  a  child;  the  boy,  of  16,  is  at  service  with  his  uncle  at  Cranfield,  Mr. 
Jellis  ;  the  boy,  1 1,  docs  plaiting  at  home,  and  can  earn  3^.  a  week,  and  she  has  2  .$. 
allowed  for  the  younger  child  ;  I  see  nothing  in  her  case  that  approaches  hardship. 

9671.  What  is  she  able  to  earn  herself? — She  is  a  perfectly  able-bodied  woman, 
able  to  earn  her  own  livinji. 

9672.  Is  she  livmg  free  of  rent? — She  is,  in  a  cottage  of  her  own  on  parish 
ground. 

9673.  Mr.  Barnehi/.]  Is  it  the  custom  of  the  Ampthill  Union  to  relieve  bastard 
children  out  of  the  house  ? — If  they  were  born  before  the  Act ;  but  this  is  the  case 
of  ail  orphan  child  ;  we  do  not  consider  whether  it  is  a  bastard  or  not.  if  the  child 
is  an  orphan  ;  this  child  properly  ought  to  l)e  in  the  house,  but  they  do  not  like  to 
take  it  away  from  this  woman,  because  she  has  had  it  so  long. 

gti74.  This  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  ? — It  is. 

9675.  But  you  do  not  make  that  exception  because  the  child  was  born  before  tla 
Act,  and  the  mother  of  it  has  since  died  ? — No,  we  do  it  on  account  of  this  womai. 
380.  A  4  thinking 
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Mt.  J.  Marshall,    thinking  that  the  woman  would  take  care  of  it,  being  its  aunt;   but  I  should  think 

. the  child  would  be  much  better  brought  up  in  the  house. 

lo  May  1838.  q6~6.  Chairman.']  Turn  to  76G7  ;  the  case  of  Sarah  Cox,  belonging  to  Maulden 

parish,  who  has  been  a  widow  five  years,  with  six  children  ;  "  allogcthcr  they  earn 
about  8  *.  a  week,  including  the  mother ;  this  widow  had,  before  the  new  law  was 
passed,  ,5  s.  a  week  ;  her  children  are  girls,  with  the  exception  of  the  oldest ;  she 
received  different  sums  from  the  parish,  and  at  present  she  receives,  I  think, 
nothiu"  ;"  does  she  now  receive  any  thing  ? — Yes  ;  she  has  applied  lo  the  board 
lately,  and  receives  relief  now,  in  consequence  of  one  or  two  of  her  children 
being  ill. 

9677.  That  is  casual  relief,  and  not  permanent? — Yes. 

9678.  What  do  you  know  of  the  circumstances  of  this  woman? — This  woman 
has  a  father  possessing  property,  who  did  assist  her,  and,  I  suppose,  does  so  still ; 
she  was  paid  ^s.  a  week  up  to  the  twelfth  week  of  the  quarter,  ending  the  2()tii  of 
March  ;  she  was  offered  employment  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  agreed  to 
go  ;  a  place  was  got  for  her,  but  when  the  offer  was  made  for  her  to  go  she  then 
declined  goin<r ;  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  she  never  appeared  at  the 
board  afterwards,  and  if  she  did  appear,  from  the  rule  which  the  board  had  made 
at  the  time,  she  would  have  been  offered  the  workhouse,  in  consequence  of  her 
husband  having  been  transported  ;  she  is  not  a  widow,  but  the  wife  of  a  convict. 

0679.  Mr.  Miles.']  Am  1  to  understand  that  it  is  the  rule  of  the  board,  if  the  wife 
of  a  convict  is  left  with  children,  to  order  her  into  the  workhouse? — Yes,  as  a 
creneral  rule,  the  only  relief  afforded  to  the  wife  or  the  children  of  a  man  convicted 
of  any  offence,  is  in  the  workhouse. 

0680.  When  was  that  passed? — On  the  3d  of  March  1836,  but  that  rule  has 
since  been  amended  in  some  measure;  on  the  28th  of  April  following  it  was 
amended  in  this  way,  that  the  only  relief  given  to  the  wife  or  family  of  a  man  con- 
victed of  any  offence  since  the  commencement  of  the  union,  siiall  be  in  the 
workhouse. 

9681.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  that  the  eldest  daughter  of  Sarah  Cox  is 
subject  to  fits? — I  believe  she  is  not  very  hcaltiiy. 

q6S2.  The  two  eldest  girls  are  said  to  be  subject  to  fits  ? — I  am  not  at  all  aware 
that  two  of  them  are,  but  I  think  one  of  them  has  fits. 

9683.  Should  you  think  that  her  state  of  health  would  preclude  her  from  earning 
the  usual  amount  by  straw-plaiting,  or  any  other  occupation  ? — Yes,  she  might  not 
realize  quite  so  much,  because  if  the  girl  had  a  fit  she  would  perhaps  not  be  work- 
ing for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  I  should  not  think  it  would 
make  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  the  amount  of  their  earnings. 

9684.  Have  you  been  to  this  woman's  house  ? — Y'es. 

9685.  Does  she  appear  to  be  in  circumstances  of  distress  or  difficulty  r — She 
has  never  appeared  to  mc  to  be  so ;  I  have  seen  her  many  times ;  she  never  made 
anv  application  to  the  board,  after  refusing  to  go  to  tiie  manufacturing  districts. 

9686.  Might  not  that  have  been  under  an  apprehension  that  she  had  no  chance 
of  receiving  relief  unless  she  went  to  the  manufacturing  districts? — I  cannot  say 
■what  her  apprehensions  might  be. 

9687.  Mr-  Barnclni,]  Does  the  rule  prohibiting  out-door  relief  to  the  wives  of 
persons  who  have  been  transported  apply  also  to  the  wives  of  [<ersons  who  may  be 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment? — It  does. 

9688.  Do  you  know  the  cause  which  induced  the  board  to  enter  into  that  reso- 
lution ? — They  consider  that  few  cases  of  that  sort  arise,  but  what  the  wife  is  cog- 
nizant of  the  fact,  and  often  as  much  to  blame  as  the  man,  by  participating  in  his 
pilferings  or  dishonest  earnings. 

9680".  Is  that  rule  applicable  to  all  persons,  whether  the  wives  are  of  good  ciia- 
racter  or  not? — As  a  general  rule  we  act  upon  it. 

9690.  Is  any  inquiry  made  into  the  character  of  the  wives  ? — Yes. 

0691 .  Is  any  exception  made  if  their  characters  are  good  ? — It  then  becomes  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule. 

9692.  Chairman.]  Is  this  case  an  instance  of  an  exception  being  made  ? — No, 
it  is  not. 

0093.  Is  there  anv  thing  against  this  woman's  character  ?  — I  do  not  know  that 
there  is;  it  is  so  long  ago  now  that  the  rule  was  made,  only  newly  then. 

9694.  Mr.  Barnebt/.]  In  all  cases  the  Committee  is  to  understand  that  cut- 
door  relief  i?  refused  to  the  wives  of  persons  who  have  been  convicted  of  any 
offences?  — In  all  cases,   as  a  general  rule;   but  if  a  woman   should  prove   any 

circumstances. 
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circumstances,  or  if  there  arc  any  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  it,  she  is     ^Ir.  J.Mai sial!. 
considered  as  an  exception  to  this  rule,  and  out-door  relief  ib  afforded  to  her. 

0695.  Does  this  rule  apply  to  the  wives  of  persons  who  are  summarily  con- 
victed before  magistrates  ? — Yes. 

<jC)(}6.  Mr.  jlJik'.s:']  And  at  petty  sessions? — Yes. 

()6c)~.  How  many  cases  of  exception  to  this  rule  have  you  in  the  Ampthiil 
Union  ?— I  cannot  say,  not  many  ;  wc  have  not  many  convictions  of  the  kind. 

Q698.  Cluiirmdn.]  One  of  the  woman's  children,  you  say,  was  in  bad  health,  or 
subject  to  fits  ? — Yes. 

()6()Q.  Should  you  not  think  that  circumstance  made  it  improper  to  advise  the 
removal  of  this  woman,  in  order  to  be  employed  in  manufactories  in  the  north  of 
England  r — No,  because  the  remainder  of  her  family  were  considered  eligible  for 
that  employment. 

9700.  Those  children,  at  all  events,  who  were  subject  to  fits  would  have  been 
unfit  to  be  employed  in  the  factories  ? — Yes;  but  that  child  was  20  years  of  age, 
and  capable  of  judging  for  herself. 

0701.  Mr.  Bor/ic/jj/.]  Do  you  know  whether  this  rule,  prohibitino:  out-door 
relief  to  the  wives  of  persons  convicted,  is  made  in  any  other  union  but  that  of 
Ampthiil  ? — 1  do  not  know,  it  is  considered  a  very  wholesome  rule;  this  child  who 
is  subject  to  fits,   I  perceive,  is  14  years  of  age  ;  it  is  not  the  eldest  one. 

9702.  Chairman.]  Turn  to  7713;  the  case  of  Charlotte  Palmer;  and  7738:  she 
is  stated  to  be  a  widow  with  five  children,  the  eldest  16  and  the  youngest  10; 
she  lias  been  in  respectable  circumstances,  but  is  now  reduced,  in  consequence  of 
some  litigation,  in  which  she  was  involved  ;  she  received  55.  a  week  ;  that  was  after- 
wards reduced  to  \s.,  and  then  taken  oft";  she  was  also  told  that  she  might  have 
employment  in  the  factories,  and  she  was  to  have  gone  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Leeds;  do  you  know  any  thing  of  that  case? — I  know  that  her  allowance  was 
taken  ofl',  not  because  she  would  not  go  to  the  factories  at  Leeds  ;  I  was  relieving 
officer;  her  shilling  was  taken  cfl' because  it  was  thought  she  could  do  without  it, 
being  an  able-bodied  woman,  and  having  people  of  property  connected  with  her 
and  livinjr  near  her,  who  were  known  to  assist  her. 

9703.  In  what  relationship  did  they  stand  to  her  ? — Brother  and  sister. 

9704.  Do  you  know  that  brothers  and  sisters  are  not,  by  law,  compellable  to 
relieve  their  relations? — I  know  that. 

970.5.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  the  woman  herself;  was  she  herself,  with 
her  children  and  those  living  with  her  in  the  family,  capable  of  niaintaininQ^ 
themselves  ? — Thu  board  so  considered. 

9706.  Are  you  conversant  with  her  circumstances? — I  am. 

9707.  Have  you  seen  her  yourself? — Yes. 

9705.  Have  you  been  in  her  house  ? — I  have. 
9700.   Will  you  Slate  what  you  believe  of  her  case  ? — The  application-book  will 

show  her  family  to  be  difTerent  from  what  is  stated;  she  has  a  son  who  is  a  servant, 
23  years  of  age,  not  mentioned  here;  she  has  also  a  daughter  21  years  of  atrc 

9710.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  son's  wages,  whether  he  is  capable  of 
assisting  her  at  all? — I  am  not  aware. 

971 1.  What  is  the  daughter  of  21  doing  ? — At  home  with  her;  a  plaiter. 

9712.  What  should  you  suppose  that  daughter  could  earn? — Four  shillings  or 
5^.  a  week. 

9713.  What  other  family  has  she? — A  boy  17  years  of  age. 

9714.  What  is  he  doing? — A  butcher's  boy. 

9715.  Does  he  live  with  her?  — No,  he  lives  at  Bedford,  he  did  at  the  time 
this  was  taken  ;  she  has  a  boy  16  who  lives  with  her,  anil  he  is  described  here  as 
the  eldest ;  he  is  a  labourer  and  quite  capable  of  earning  his  own  living  ;  she  has 
a  boy  also  12  years  of  age,  who  if  he  cannot  earn  his  living  at  agriculture  can  bv 
plaiting;  and  she  has  a  boy  10  years  of  age,  who  could  earn  -23.  a  week  if  he  was 
kept  at  work;  and  she  herself  keeps  a  school. 

9716.  What  does  she  earn  by  keeping  the  school,  do  you  suppose? — That 
would  depend  upon  the  number  of  scholars  she  has  ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  the 
number  she  has,  but  I  sliould  say  she  earns  a  good  living,  and  she  takes  in  needle- 
work ;  she  is  an  excellent  needle-woman. 

9717.  You  do  not  consider  her  in  circumstances  to  require  relief  ? — I  do  not ; 
and  that  was  the  board's  reason  for  striking  her  ot^'. 

380.  B  9718.  Do 
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Mr.J.MaishaU.        97 '8.  Do  vou  know  any  cases  of  widows  with  children,  who  have  had  their 

allowance  increased  since  the  introduction  of  this  law  ? — I  am  not  prepared  with 

10  May  1838.      any  list  of  that  kind  ;  I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  instances  of  that. 

0719.  In  number  777f>  it  is  said,  with  respect  to  aged  persons,  as  far  as  Mr. 
Turner  can  judge  from  memory,  and  from  what  he  heard,  he  should  say  that  20 
have  been  reduced  where  one  has  been  advanced  ? — That  is  speaking  of  the  aged 
and  infirm ;  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  hand  in  a  list  of  1  29  instances  of  people 
having  had  thoir  allowances  raised  ;  and  if  the  former  witness  can  multiply  that 
by  20,  there  are  more  paupers  in  the  union  than  I  am  aware  of. 

\^T/ic  Witness  delivered  in  the  List : — Vide  Appendix,  No.  1.] 

9720.  In  7873  the  witness  is  asked,  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  that  part  of 
the  country  there  arc  clothing  clubs ;  and  he  says,  "  I  have  known  clothing  clubs, 
but  I  have  not  met  with  any  thing  of  that  sort  in  Bedfordshire"  ? — I  have  a  list, 
which  will  show  774  men  who  have  entered  benefit  clubs,  and  900  who  have 
entered  medical  clubs. 

9721.  Since  when  ? — Since  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act;  that 
is,  774  men  have  provided  for  themselves  in  sickness  by  entering  benefit  clubs,  and 
even  have  provided  medical  attendance  for  themselves  by  entering  into  mechcal 
clubs. 

9722.  Are  the  subscriptions  regularly  paid  ? — They  are,  out  of  the  earnings  of 
the  people  and  their  families. 

9723.  How  long  have  they  continued  members  of  those  clubs  ;  what  is  the  date  ? 
— From  1835,  the  year  after  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

9724.  Have  the  same  persons  continued  in  the  clubs  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  ?  —Yes,  generally. 

9725.  If  their  subscriptions  had  not  been  regularly  paid,  they  could  not  have 
continued  ? — They  could  not. 

[The  Wit/iess  delivered  in  the  same  : — Vide  Appendix,  No.  2.] 

9726.  Mr.  Miles.']  What  sums  of  money  do  they  pay  to  the  benefit  clubs? — 
They  pay  \^d.  a  month  generally  ;  those  who  pay  \bd.  a  month  get  g.s.  a  week  ; 
those  who  pay  a  less  sum,  \^d.  or  1  s.,  the  odd  pence  are  for  mere  spending  money, 
and  1*.  is  the  proper  money  they  pay. 

9727.  What  is  tlie  greatest  class,  those  who  pay  the  highest  or  the  lowest? — I 
am  not  aware  ;   I  cannot  state  that. 

9728.  What  do  they  pay  to  the  medical  clubs  a  month? — They  pay  \s.  a 
quarter  for  a  man  or  his  wife,  ^d.  for  a  male  child  alter  14,  bd.  for  a  female 
child  after  that,  and  4^/.  for  children  under  that  age. 

9729.  Are  those  who  have  joined  the  medical  clubs  men,  generally  speaking, 
with  families  ? — Yes,  and  many  of  them  also  members  of  benefit  clubs  themselves, 
and  they  place  their  families  in  those  medical  clubs,  many  of  them. 

9730.  Have  you  any  calculation  that  will  show  the  number  that  belongs  to 
both  ? — I  have  not ;  it  was  with  very  great  difficulty  that  I  could  get  this  list ;  I 
could  only  get  it  from  the  medical  gentlemen  who  attended  them,  and  they  know 
very  little  of  the  families;  nor  are  any  of  those  paupers,  that  I  should  know  any 
thins  of  them  myself. 

9731.  But  you  conceive  the  list  you  have  put  into  be  perfectly  authentic  ? — 
Pertectly  so,  because  I  had  it  from  the  medical  gentlemen  who  get  paid  ;  the  list 
is  headed  in  this  way :  the  parish  in  which  the  club  is  formed  ;  the  nature  of  the 
club,  whether  benefit  or  medical ;  the  year  when  established;  and  the  number  of 
members  in  each  club. 

9732.  Chairman.]  Turn  to  7931 ;  that  refers  to  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name 
of  John  Knight :  this  man's  family  is  .said  to  subsist  upon  an  income  which  gives 
to  each  of  them  :\ld.  per  week  ;  do  you  believe,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  that  any  family  can  subsist  upon  an  average  income  of 
4id.  a  week  per  head? — Certainly  not;  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  say  that  the 
woman  herself  can  earn  35.  a  week  by  plaiting  and  charing,  even  supposing  the 
man  to  do  nothing. 

Q733.  ])o  you  know  John  Knight? — I  know  him  well. 

9734.  What  is  he  ? — He  is  rather  an  infirm  man,  but  his  wife  is  a  perfectly  able 
woman. 

9735.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  his  family  ? — His  family  has  left  him  and  gone 
to  service,  I  understand,   recently ;  but  he  had  a  family  of  sons  that  were  able 

to 
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to  bring  him  in  a  very  good  living  when  tliey  lived  with   him,  and  I  suppose  they     Mr.  J.  Manhall. 

assist  him  still ;  I  think  it  very  likely.  

0736.   Plis  family  is  stated  to  consist  of  four  persons,  his  wife  and  two  children  ?       '°  ^%  1838. 
— The    two    children  are  grown-up  sons ;    if  they  are   taken  into    account ;    I 
should  say  that  those  two  sons  could  earn  4s.  a  week  each,  and  the  wife  3*. 

9737.  And  the  man? — If  the  man  is  in  work  I  should  say  that  that  man  never 
gets  less  than  15.  a  day. 

9738.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  in  work  ? — I  do  not. 

9739.  To  what  parish  does  he  belong? — To  Westoning. 

9740.  Has  he  applied  for  relief? — He  has  applied  for  relief;  I  have  relieved 
him  many  times. 

9741.  If  tlie  man  is  incapable  of  working,  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  giving 
him  relief? — When  he  is  ill  and  incapable  of  working  he  has  relief  till  he  is  better  ; 
but  the  man  is  not  one  of  tiiat  class  who  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  permanent  list ; 
he  is  always  relieved  during  illness. 

9742.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  circumstances  of  the  family  mentioned  in 
79,5s,  of  the  name  of  Brincklcy  ? — I  know  the  man  very  well. 

9743.  M'hat  do  you  know  of  that  man's  family  ? — He  has  three  youn"  children. 

9744.  What  is  the  man  himself? — An  able-bodied  man,  of  about  33  years  of 
age. 

9745.  Earning  the  usual  wages  of  the  country  ? — \  es. 

9746.  Does  he  live  in  the  parish  of  Westoning? — He  does. 

9747.  If  he  were  not  employed  as  a  labourer,  would  he  be  employed  at  plaitin"  ? 
— I  think  not ;  I  think  he  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  that  he  is  not  a 
plaiter;  he  has  told  me  so,  and  I  have  never  observed  any  indication  of  plaitimr 
upon  his  fingers;  but  when  he  is  not  employed  in  labouring,  I  think  he  goes  about 
buying  hare-skins,  and  rags  and  pliials,  and  those  kind  of  things. 

9748.  Do  you  believe  that  the  income  of  this  man's  family  is  so  small,  as  only 
to  give  them  ()d.  per  week  per  head  ? — No,  I  do  not  believe  it. 

9749.  What  are  your  reasons  for  not  believing  it? — Because,  in  the  first  place, 
I  think  the  man  earns  the  average  wages  of  a  labourer  almost  all  the  year  round  ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  his  wife  is  a  plaiter,  and  able  to  earn  something ;  he  has  four 
children  ;  his  children  are  young,  and  therefore  they  would  prevent  the  woman 
from  earning  so  much  as  she  would  otherwise  be  able  to  earn ;  but  I  cannot 
imagine  for  a  moment  tliat  the  man  would  he  reduced  to  qcl.  a  week  for  each 
member  of  the  family,  because  that  would  make,  with  himself  and  his  w  ife,  only 
4*.  6d.  a  week  the  whole  year  round;  and  I  think  the  woman  might  ver)'  well 
earn  2,9.  out  of  that. 

97.50.  What  age  are  the  children  ? — His  eldest  child  is  eight  years  of  a"e. 

9751.  What  is  the  youngest? — Nearly  three,  now. 

9752.  Have  you  seen  this  man  frequently  ?---Very  frequently. 

9753.  Does  he  appear  to  you  to  be  in  distressed  circumstances  ? — He  has 
appeared  distressed  sometimes,  and  he  has  been  to  the  board  ;  and  the  board  lent 
him  105.,  I  remember,  not  a  great  while  ago,  to  set  up  a  basket  in  the  hare-skin 
way,  and  rags,  to  go  and  deal  with. 

9754-  -Ihat  is  one  of  his  occupations,  is  it  ? — Yes;  and  I  think  the  man  earns 
the  average  wages  of  the  labourers  throughout  the  year ;  I  think  there  could  be 
very  little  doubt  of  that. 

97.5.5.  Between  the  common  employment  of  labour  and  his  selling  hare-skins,  you 
think  he  earns  the  common  wages  of  the  country  ? — Yes. 

975G.  What  do  you  believe  tliose  to  be? — About  9  ^.  they  are  stated  ;  but  I 
take  the  average  wages  of  the  country  to  be  more  than  that,  more  particularly  in 
Westoning ;  for  there  are  very  few  of  those  people  but  what  go  to  harvest,  and  <»o 
up  the  country  to  make  hay,  and  make  as  much  at  that  time  as  in  harvest. 

9757.  Do  you  know-  whether  this  man  has  an  allotment  of  ground  ? — I  do  not. 

97.58.  7960,  is  the  case  of  William  Lingar ;  do  you  know  any  thing  of  liim  ? 
— Yes,  I  know  he  is  a  man  of  very  bad  character,  a  notorious  poacher  and  a  very 
idle  man,  belonging  to  a  bad  family. 

97.')9'  ^Vhat  is  his  family  ?  — I  should  think  he  could  not  have  much  of  a  familv  : 
I  remember  he  was  a  single  man  when  I  used  to  relieve  him. 

97()0.  Under  those  circumstances,  did  you  relieve  him  ? — Yes,  he  beinc  out  of 
work  belore  we  had  the  workhouse  built ;  but  from  that  time  to  this,  1  do  not 
remember  seeing  him  at  all,  except  meeting  him  on  the  road,  perhaps. 

3^0.  E  2  9761.   Has 
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Mt.  J.  Mars/iall.        97^1-   Has  he  made  application  to  the  board  ? — No;   I  should  think  he  has 

not  more  than  one  child,  and  if  lie  is  out  of  work,  it  is  because  his  cliaractcr  is  so  bad 

10  May  1638.       (i^jjj.  people  will  not  employ  him. 

()7()2.  Turn  to  S026  and  8o2()  and  8033  ;  those  are  the  cases  of  Redman,  lleid 
and  Clark,  who  are  stated  to  have  had  only  one  day's  work  a  week  since  harvest ; 
be  so  flood  as  to  state  any  thing  you  know  of  them  ? — As  regards  William  Redman, 
he  has  a  wife  and  three  chiUiren,  I  believe,  but  he  is  a  man  who  is  very  seldom 
in  constant  work;  he  goes  jobbing  about,  doing  up  gardens  and  so  on,  and  I 
think  lives  more  on  the  industry  of  his  wife  than  any  thing  else;  he  is,  in  short, 
what  I  call  a  complete  idle  fellow. 

9763.  But,  though  an  idle  man,  he  has  occasional  employment  in  attending 
to  gardens  ?  —Yes. 

()7ti4.  Do  you  think  it  probable  that  he  should  have  had  only  one  day's  work 
since  the  harvest? — I  think  not,  and  I  think  his  wife  would  not  let  him  remain  at 
home  all  that  time  while  she  went  out  charing  ;  she  is  very  indu.'^trious. 

()7t),>  If  it  is  so,  that  he  has  been  out  of  employment  for  that  length  of  time, 
would  tiiat  arise  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  employment,  or  from  his  idle 
habits  ? — From  his  idle  habits,  I  siiould  say. 

1)766.  Do  vou  know  any  thing  of  the  case  of  Reid  ? — I  do  not  know  much  of 
him,  he  came  into  the  workhouse  as  an  able-bodied  man,  and  left  his  witc  out  of 
the  workhouse  ;  his  wife  earns  a  good  deal  of  money. 

0767.  At  what  docs  she  earn  money  ? — At  charing  and  washing ;  she  is  an 
industrious  and  discreet  woman  ;  but  of  himself  I  have  not  much  to  say  in  his 
favour,   but  I  believe  he  is  a  man  that  people  will  not  employ  if  they  can  avoid  it. 

9768.  What  is  tlie  nature  of  the  employment  that  he  is  engaged  in? — He  has 
labouring  work. 

9769.  Did  he  remain  long  in  the  workhouse  ? — Tiie  man  is  very  litigious,  has 
got  a  great  deal  to  say  fur  himself;  and  people  do  not  like,  perhaps,  to  put  up 
with  that. 

9770.  Did  he  remain  long  in  the  workhouse? — Yes,  1  think  a  whole  month, 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  ;  I  saw  the  man  as  I  went  backwards  and  forwards 
still  in  the  place,  and  certainly  thought  it  was  a  pity  that  an  able-bodied  man 
should  loiter  his  time  away  there. 

9771.  Have  you  seen  hiin  lately? — Not  very  lately. 

9772.  You  do  not  know  how  he  is  employed  at  this  moment  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

9773.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  Joseph  Clark? — Yes. 

9774.  What  do  you  know  of  him? — He  is  a  man  that  has  but  one  child,  and 
if  he  has  been  out  of  employment,  it  is  because  he  is  too  lazy  to  look  for  it ; 
because  I  am  sure  employment  might  have  been  had  if  he  had  looked  for  it, 
unless  people  have  objections  to  his  character. 

9775.  Is  he  a  labourer? — Yes. 

9776.  Do  you  believe  that,  if  that  man  lu.d  used  the  ordinary  exertions  to 
obtain  employment,  and  his  character  were  good,  he  would  have  obtained  it? — 
I  am  sure  he  ought ;  a  man  of  good  character  never  applies  to  Mr.  Swaffield  and 
does  not  get  work  ;  he  would  make  a  job  of  some  sort  for  a  man  of  good  character 
if  he  said  he  could  not  <»et  work. 

9777.  Turn  to  8285;  ^  case  in  vvhich  a  man  of  the  name  of  Samuel  Odell 
stated  that  he  had  no  work  and  that  his  wife  had  nothing  to  eat,  except  water- 
gruel  and  a  little  milk,  and  that  they  had  no  fire  or  food  of  any  description  in 
the  house,  and  that  the  man  was  told  at  the  board  that  he  might  come  and  bring 
his  wife  into  the  workhouse,  she  having  been  confined  only  40  hours  before  ; 
what  oliservation  have  you  to  make  upon  that  statement? — The  minute-book  will 
answer  that  question  ;  there  is  a  minute  of  the  board  on  the  subject. 

9778.  I  find  this  entry  in  the  minute-book,  in  the  fifth  week  of  the  quarter 
ending  the  23d  of  June  1838,  a  fortnight  ago,  that  he  himself  was  offered  the  work- 
house, and  the  wife,  being  unwell,  was  to  be  attended  to  ;  it  docs  not,  therefore, 
appear  to  be  true,  what  is  here  stated,  that  his  wife  was  ordered  into  the  workhouse 
at  that  time? — Certainly  not. 

9779.  On  the  contrary,  the  man  was  told  that  he  might,  if  he  chose,  come  into 
the  workhouse,  and  the  wife  might  be  attended  to  at  home  ? — Yes  ;  and  I  was 
desired  by  the  board  to  attend  to  the  wife,  as  soon  as  the  man  came  into  the  work- 
house. 

9780.  Did  you  wait  for  the  man  coming  into  the  workhouse  before  you  attended 
to  the  wife  ? — Yes,  that  was  the  condition,    because  he  is  a  man  of  bad  character, 

that 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.     (1838.)  13 

that  the  board  will   not  give  out-door  reUef  to ;  and  the  wife  was  to  be  attended     Mr.  /.  ?Hnr$haH. 
to  under  the  direction  of  the  medical  man  of  the  union. 

9781.  Mr.  Freslijk'ld.^   Did  you  understand   that  the  wife  was  confined  with  a       '»  .May  1838. 
child  ? — Yes. 

9782.  Mr.  3fi/cs.]  'Was  the  wife  not  to  be  attended  to  unless  the  man  came  into 
the  workliouse  ? — I   had  no  order  to  attend  to  her  unless  he  came  in. 

9783.  Chainna//.]  AVhat  arc  the  wages  of  this  man? — The  ordinary  wa^es  of 
labourers. 

9784.  Was  lie  in  employment  at  that  time  ? — No,  he  was  not. 

978.5.  Do  you  conceive,  he  not  being  in  employment  at  that  time,  that  he  was 
able  to  provide  medical  assistance  for  his  wife  ? — No. 

978^.  Then,  do  you  not  consider  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  board  to  order 
medical  relief  for  the  wife? — He  did  not  apply  for  medical  relief. 

9787.  But  the  man  probably  stated,  when  he  made  his  application,  that  his  wife 
was  lately  confined  ? — Yes,  and  he  asked  for  relief  for  her. 

9788.  The  board  would  order  no  relief  for  her,  but  upon  the  condition  that  the 
man  came  into  tlie  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

9789.  Mr.  Frcsl/fiehl.]  You  are  quite  sure  that  the  board  did  not  propose  to 
remove  her  r — They  did  not. 

9790.  Chairman.]  Turn  to  8289  ;  the  case  of  William  Virgin,  who  made  an 
application  to  the  board  :  this  man  is  stated  to  have  "  been  out  of  work  a  good  deal, 
and  the  wife  has  worked  very  hard  at  piaitiuf;-,  and  has  contrived  to  eke  out  a  livin" 
in  that  way  ;  she  is  now  confined  to  her  bed,  and  it  is  said  to  be  an  inflan)mation  of 
the  breast ;  he  applied  to  the  board,  but  they  would  give  him  no  relief,  and  last 
Thursday  he  went  out  to  beg  some  bread  ;  I  saw  him  come  in  with  two  pieces  of 
loaf  that  he  had  been  out  to  beg  of  the  neighbours;  he  had  applied  to  the  board 
and  they  could  not  do  any  thing  for  him  ;  they  ordered  him  a  doctor"  r — That  is 
not  true ;  he  had  tlie  doctor  before  he  saw  the  board  ;  the  relieving  officer,  the 
person  who  is  acting  in  my  situation,  gave  him  an  order  for  a  doctor  before  he  had 
seen  the  board. 

9791.  The  entry  in  the  book  states,  that  "  William  Virgin  is  aged  25,  his  wife  23  ; 
he  has  two  children  ;  he  was  offered  the  workhouse,  and  the  wife  being  unwell  was 
to  be  attended  to  ;  was  that  the  order  ? — It  was. 

9792.  Was  the  wife  attended  to? — She  was,  in  this  instance. 

9793.  I  observe  that  the  order  in  the  caseof  W^illiam  Virgin  is  exactly  the  same 
in  words  as  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Odell ;  the  words  are  these:  "  Offered  the  work- 
house, and  the  wife  being  unwell,  to  be  attended  to."  In  the  case  of  Samuel  Odell, 
you  interpret  the  v,ords  to  mean,  that  the  wife  should  receive  no  medical  assist- 
ance unless  he  came  into  the  workhouse  ? — I  did  not  say  medical  assistance ;  he 
did  not  apply  for  medical  assistance  ;  she  did  not  require  it. 

9794.  The  words  in  the  entry  are  exactly  the  same  in  the  two  cases :  "  Offered 
the  workhouse,  and  the  wife  being  unwell,  to  be  attended  to,"  in  both  cases  ;  and  in 
one  case  you  interpret  the  words  to  mean  that  the  wife  should  not  be  attended  to 
unless  the  man  came  into  the  workhouse ;  and  in  the  other  case  you  interpret  the 
words  to  mean  that  the  wife  was  to  be  attended  to  at  all  events,  whether  the  man 
came  into  the  house  or  not? — No,  the  cases  are  different;  I  interpret  the  words 
in  both  cases  the  same,  and  I  should  not  have  relieved  the  wife  of  Virgin  any  more 
than  I  should  that  of  Odell,  had  it  not  been  that  the  doctor  who  had  seen  her  toltl 
me  she  was  more  in  need  of  food  than  of  any  medicine,  and  that  her  husband 
he  believed  would  not  come  into  the  workhouse  ;  he  rcconmiended  in  that  case  that 
the  woman  should  be  seen  to,  and  I  gave  an  order  that  the  woman  should  be  dieted 
entirely  under  the  direction  of  the  medical  gentleman. 

'JT'.'")-  Virgin's  wife,  upon  that  recommendation  of  the  doctor,  received  what  the 
medical  man  ordered  ? — Yes. 

9796.  With  regard  to  Odell's  wife,  what  steps  did  you  take? — I  waited  for  Odell 
to  fulfil  his  contract,  and  I  would  have  taken  notice  of  the  woman. 

9797.  You  waited  till  Odell  came  into  the  workhouse,  and  took  no  steps  to 
attend  to  his  wife? — Not  until  he  came  in. 

9798.  Mr.  Jliic.s.]  Then  you  conceive  that  you  acted  rather  contrary  to  the 
decision  of  the  boaril  in  attending  to  Virgin's  case? — I  took  it  upon  myself",  as  a  case 
of  emergency,  and  not  according  to  the  decision  of  the  board. 

9799.  Have  any  similar  orders  been  given  in  case  of  a  wife  being  sick,  and  the 
liusband  not  being  able  to  support  her,  in  which  it  has  been  made  a  sine  qua  tion 

380.  B  3  with 
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Mr.  J.  Marshall,    "itli  the  husband,  that  unless   he  came   into  the   workliouse  the  wife  sliould  not 

receive  medical  relief? — I  think  there  have  not  been  many  orders  of  that  kind  ;  but 

10  May  1838.      jijjjgg  j^.jg,j  ypc  ijotb  bad  cliaracters. 

9800.  C/idirmdti.]  When  you  say  bad  characters,  will  you  give  an  explanation 
of  that? — They  are  loose  characters. 

()Soi.  Are  they  men  of  irregular  habits  of  life,  or  merely  idle  men? — Odell  is 
well  known  as  a  poacher. 

9S02.  Is  he  a  man  who  would  not  obtain  employment  as  readily  as  any  other 
man? — Certainly;  and  it  is  the  same  with  Virgin  ;  he  would  not  obtain  employ- 
ment so  soon  as  other  people. 

Q803.  Mr.  Miles.]  But  does  it  not  appear  to  you  rather  inhuman  to  allow  that 
woman,  merely  on  account  of  her  husband's  dishonesty  or  want  of  employment, 
to  suffer  from  disease,  and  the  possibility  of  dying,  without  affording  her  the  relief 
necessary  in  her  exigencies  ? — It  appears  to  me  from  that  very  transaction  that 
such  would  not  be  the  case,  that  she  would  not  be  allowed  either  to  suffer  or  to  die. 

9804.  In  the  case  you  represent  of  Virgin,  it  so  happened  that  the  doctor  of 
the  union  was  attending  her,  and  consequently  it  was  from  his  own  representation 
that  you  were  induced  to  relieve  her  as  a  case  of  emergency? — Yes. 

9805.  But  in  the  other  case,  the  doctor  was  not  attending  her? — He  was  not. 

9806.  So  that  it  was  impossible,  from  the  order  of  the  board,  that  you  should 
know  at  all  the  state  of  the  woman,  whether  she  did  really  want  the  necessaries 
of  life  and  medicine? — Yes. 

9807.  Qiairman.']  Did  you  go  and  visit  that  woman? — I  iiave  not  been  doing 
the  duty ;  I  was  in  attendance  upon  this  Committee ;  Mr.  Austin  took  the  district, 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  saw  her. 

9808.  It  is  stated  in  8293,  with  reference  to  William  Virgin,  that  an  order  was 
given  for  a  doctor  to  attend  lier,  and  that  the  doctor  did  not  attend  her ;  do  you 
happen  to  know  any  thing  of  that  case  ? — Yes,  from  the  circumstance  of  this 
evidence  ;  I  called  upon  the  doctor  and  asked  him ;  he  says  that  the  order 
was  given  on  the  Wednesday  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  for  the  doctor, 
and  he  had  just  then  come  from  the  parish;  he  asked  the  man  why  he  did  not 
come  earlier  than  then,  being  out  of  employment ;  he  said,  "  Why  did  not  you  come 
in  business  hours;  now  I  must  go  all  the  way  back  to  Greenfield  to  see  your  wife." 

9809.  Was  that  Dr.  Hamilton? — Yes;  the  man  said,  "There  is  no  occasion 
for  that,  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any  thing  particularly  the  matter,  but  the  fact 
is,  I  want  a  doctor  for  her,  or  I  shall  not  have  any  other  relief;  he  took  the 
symptoms  from  the  man's  own  description,  and  he  found  that  she  was  afflicted 
■with  constipation  of  the  bowels;  he  sent  her  a  little  opening  medicine  or  some 
medicine  that  he  considered  necessary,  and  did  not  see  her  till  Friday,  and 
when  he  saw  her,  his  opinion  of  her  disease  was  confirmed,  and  he  found  that 
the  woman  was  more  in  want  of  food  than  medicine,  and  it  was  that  which  induced 
him  to  come  to  me  and  speak  to  me  upon  the  subject;  and  although  1  was  not 
doing  the  duty  of  relieving  officer  at  the  time,  I  took  upon  myself  to  write  a  note 
to  the  overseer  of  Pulloxhill,  and  sent  it  off  by  her  husband. 

9S10.  It  was  stated  that  Virgin  applied  to  the  board,  and  was  told  that  he 
might  go  into  the  house  with  his  family  and  leave  his  wife  at  home ;  there  is 
no  memorandum  in  the  application-book,  or  in  tlie  abstract  of  the  application-book, 
that  such  was  the  order  of  the  board  ;  do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  circumstances? 
— I  am  not  aware  that  he  was  told  to  bring  his  children  in  ;  if  his  wife  had  been 
left,  everv  care  would  have  been  taken  of  her;  a  nurse  would  have  been  provided. 

9811.  But  under  circumstances  of  this  sort,  should  you  not  think  it  extremely 
harsh  to  offer  to  separate  a  man  from  his  wife  by  taking  the  man  into  the  work- 
house and  leaving  her  out? — It  would  depend  upon  the  character;  I  am  an 
improper  person  perhaps  to  judge  of  the  actions  of  the  board  of  guardians. 

9812.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  that  direction  was  given  that  he  might 
come  and  bring  his  two  children  in  and  leave  his  wife  at  home? — I  do  not 
remember  any  thing  of  that  being  said. 

9813.  The  entry  in  the  application-book  is,  that  the  workhouse  was  offered 
to  this  man,  and  that  the  woman  was  to  be  attended  to  during  her  illness  ? — That 
was  so. 

9814.  Turn  to  8324;  the  witness  is  asked,  "When  you  say  they  have  no 
doctor  to  go  to  if  a  man  is  ill,  does  he  not  receive  medical  relief  in  the  union  ;  sup- 
posing a  man  were  taken  ill,  and  were  by  illness  to  be  incapacitated  from  working, 
would  he  not  receive  medical  assistance?  "  and  the  answer  is,  "  I  am  not  aware  of 

any 
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any  case  where  he  would  if  he  was  not  a   pauper  previously."     Supposing  him  to     Mr.  J. Matt/mil. 

be    a    pauper    previously,    the    witness  says,   that  he  believes    he    would   receive 

relief;  what  is  the  practice,  as  far  ^s  you  are  acquainted   with  it,  of  the  board  of      i"  ^'^J  1838. 
"uardians  at  Ampthill  in  that  jiarticular  ? — If  a  man,  as  the  head  of  a  family,  falls 
sick  and  is  unable  to  pay  for  the  doctor,  of  course  that  constitutes  him  a  pauper  at 
once,   and  an  order  would  be  given  to   him  for  medical  relief  immediately  upon 
application. 

qSij.  And,  independently  of  medical  relief,  if  a  man  were  incapacitated  from 
working  by  sickness,  would  he  not  receive  relief  by  which  he  might  maintain  him- 
self and  his  family  ? — Certainly. 

9816.  You  are  in  the  habit  "bf  going  about  among  the  villages,  do  you  find  the 
poor  people  keeping  pigs  very  frequently  ? — Yes,  many  of  them  do  keep  pigs ; 
every  body  that  can,  does,  there  is  no  doubt  of  that. 

9817.  Can  most  of  them? — -Many  of  them  can. 

9818.  Have  you  ever  observed,  that  with  those  who  do  keep  pigs  it  makes  an 
apparent  difference  in  their  condition  ? — I  generally  observe,  that  those  who  do 
keep  pigs  are  the  best  characters  ;  they  are  the  most  steady  people,  and  are 
generally  better  off. 

9819.  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  eating  the  pigs  themselves? — No  doubt  of  it. 

9820.  Do  vou  believe  that  they  keep  the  pigs,  not  for  the  purpose  of  eating 
them  or  of  selling  them  with  a  view  to  profit,  but  for  the  purpose  of  the  manure 
which  the  pigs  make  ? — I  do  not  believe  it ;  they  keep  it  for  the  purpose  of  deriving  a 
profit  from  selling  it  whole,  or  killing  it  and  selling  it  in  joints,  and  perhaps  keeping 
a  little  themselves;  a  man  would  never  trouble  himself  to  keep  a  pig  just  for  the 
sake  of  its  manure. 

9821.  Turn  to  8458,  with  regard  to  Sharpe's  daughter,  who  is  deaf  and  dumb  ; 
is  she  receiving  relief  ? — She  is  not. 

9822.  What  are  the  circumstances  of  Thomas  Sharpe's  daughter? — I  do  not 
happen  to  know  the  man  himself  at  all,  though  he  lives  in  the  same  place  with  myself. 

9823.  To  Mr.  Pease.]    Do  you  know  this  case  of  Sharpe's  daughter? — 1  do. 

9824.  Does  she  receive  relief  from  the  Woburn  Union? — Yes. 

982,5.  To  what  amount.-^ — One  loaf  is  allowed  ;  the  man  was  in  constant  work. 

9826.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  circumstances  of  the  family  ? — I  do ; 
there  are  three  daughters  ;  one  of  them  is  grown  up,  30  years  of  age,  and  out  at 
service  ;  both  of  the  others  have  bastard  children  ;  1  do  not  know  whether  the  ' 
man  is  in  work  at  the  present  lime  ;  but  he  vvas  in  regular  work  and  forfeited  his 
place  owing  to  his  own  irregularity  ;  I  had  the  information  from  himself  on 
Saturday. 

9827.  To  Mr.  Marshali.]  Turn  to  8535 ;  the  case  of  John  Sharpe;  do  you  know 
any  thing  of  that  case? — I  thought  that  was  the  person  that  the  question  alluded 
to  just  now;  this  is  a  Sharpe  of  Ampthill. 

9828.  Do  you  know  him? — I  do  not  know  anything  of  this  man,  although  he 
lives  in  the  same  parish  with  myself,  and  therefore  1  should  suppose  that  he  is  a 
man  that  is  in  work,  or  I  should  otherwise  have  had  some  application  for  relief. 

9829.  As  far  as  your  observation  goes,  have  those  persons  who  have  gone  into 
the  workhouse  been  obliged  to  give  up  their  houses  and  break  up  their  wjiole  esta- 
blishments and  sell  their  furniture? — No,  I  think  not;  usually,  if  they  do  go  into 
the  workhouse  (there  have  not  been  many  married  persons  who  have  gone  in)  they 
have  left  their  furniture  in  charge  of  some  other  person. 

9830.  You  arc  quite  confident  that  there  is  no  resolution  or  practice  of  the 
boartl  of  guardians,  requiring  those  parties  to  sell  tlieir  furniture  before  they  go 
into  the  workhouse  ? — That  1  am  certain  of. 

9831.  And  you  believe  that  when  they  go  into  the  workhouse,  they  leave  their 
furniture  in  the  charge  of  some  of  their  friends  ? — Yes,  tliat  is  what  I  liavc  heard. 

9832.  Is  it  in  Ampthill  the  custom  sometimes  to  order  the  husband  into  the 
wrorkhouse  and  to  leave  the  family  out  of  it  ? — It  is  a  practice  that  has  been 
recently  adopted,  in  order  that  the  family  might  be  relieved  without  the  man  par- 
ticipating in  the  benefit  of  it. 

9^33-  What  have  been  tlie  effects  of  that  practice  ? — We  have  not  had  time  to 
try  the  effects ;  I  do  not  know  that  any  man  has  accepted  that  offer. 

9834.  The  intention  was  that  the  man  should  be  taken  into  the  workhouse,  and 
the  family  relieved  out  of  it  ? — Yes. 

983  >  Was  that  done  with  the  view  to  doing  away  with  the  necessity  of  break- 
ing up  their  establishments  ? — That  was  the  view  the  guardians  had,  if  I  under- 
stood them  rightly. 

380.  B  4  9836.  It 
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Mr.  J.  Marshall.        9^3^^-  II  ^^'^^  stated  to  the  Couiiuitti  e,  t'.iat  jiroceis  and  ^^!loeInake^s   and  bakers 

complain  of  tliis  law  ;   perhaps  their  prolits  are   in  some  degree  interfered  witli   by 

10  May  1838.  tiie  operation  of  the  law  ? —I  have  not  been  to  Ampthill  since  the  assertion  was 
made,  so  tliat  I  could  make  any  incjuiries  upon  tlie  subject  ;  but  I  have  not  heard 
any  complaints  of  the  same  sort,  and  I  have  had  niuch  n)ore  ojiportunities  of  con- 
versing M'itli  those  people  than  many  have. 

()S37.  A  good  deal  of  relief  is  ^iven  in  kinil,  in  Ampthill? — Yes. 
983S.  A  certain  amount  is  given  in  the  workhouse  : — Yes. 

9839.  All  that  relief  which  is  given  in  the  workhouse,  or  in  kind,  is  supplied  by 
])ublic  contract,  is  it  not? — It  is. 

9840.  Therefore,  the  whole  of  the  relief,  whether  in  clothing  or  in  bread,  or  in 
other  provisions  wliich  is  provided  for  by  public  contract,  may  interfere  very 
likclv  with  the  i)rofits  of  particular  tradesmen? — No  doubt  of  it;  with  the  small 
tradesmen  in  particular. 

0841.  You  do  not  think  it  therefore  unnatural,  that  those  persons  sufl'ering  in 
their  custom,  should  complain  of  the  alteration  in  the  law? — Certainly  not. 

Q842.  Tlie  bread,  and  the  other  things  jjrovided  by  public  contract,  are  provided 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  when  bought  at  a  shop? — Yes;  and  much  cheaper  than 
they  used  to  be. 

984J.  'i'iicrefore,  if  relief  in  kind  is  given  to  a  family,  bread  being  ordered  for 
instance,  the  family  derive  more  advantage  from  that  bread  than  they  would  have 
done  from  the  former  amount  of  relief,  which  was  provided  for  them,  if  they  pur- 
chased it  themselves?— Generally  speaking,  they  do.  ^ 

qS44.  ^Vhat  do  you  observe  to  be  the  ditference  in  the  price  of  bread  which  is 
bought  by  public  contract,  and  that  which  is  bought  at  the  shops  ? — About  a  penny 
a  loaf. 

984,-,.  ]Mr.  FrcshJkldA  Do  the  guardians  order  relief  according  to  the  value  of 
money,  or  by  one  loaf  or  two  loaves  ? — According  to  the  value  of  money,  that  is,  if 
they  were  to  order  i  s.  C  d.  it  would  be  three  41b.  loaves  ;  and  if  the  loaves  were 
rather  dearer  than  that,  the  person  would  have  to  pay  the  difference  1  f  </.  ;  if,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  less,  they  would  receive  change  from  the  baker. 

9S46.  The  order  would  be  so  much  money  in  bread  ? — Yes. 

()847.  CliamiKUi.']  Do  you  consider  this  practice  of  giving  relief  in  bread  advan- 
tageous lo  the  paupers  ? — I  do. 

0848.  Do  you  consider  the  family  more  certain  to  receive  the  relief,  when  it  is 
given  in  that  way,  than  they  formerly  were  ? — Yes. 

984<).  When  relief  was  given  in  money,  do  you  not  know  that  the  labourers  were 
in  the  habit  of  S|)ending  some  of  it  in  drink  ? — Yes  ;  and  that  brings  a  case  to  my 
mind  which  is  in  jjoint,  of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Joseph  Lingar,  who  is  the  first 
name  on  the  table  of  48  labourers  ;  he  came  to  my  house,  and  the  man's  distress 
appeared  such,  the  tears  ran  down  his  fiicc  when  he  told  me  that  his  family  had  no 
bread  in  the  house  ;  I  gave  him  an  order  for  bread,  to  the  amount  of  1  ,s-.  9  d.,  and 
also  money  to  the  amount  of  1  .v.  9J.,  in  consequence  of  some  tale  that  he  told  me 
about  his  distress  ;  he  went  no  further  than  from  my  house  to  the  first  public-house 
before  he  went  in,  and  had  two  pints  of  ale  out  of  the  1  .v.  [)d.  tliat  I  gave  him  ; 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  I  have  never  given  one  farthing  in  money. 

9S,'')0.  You  are  precluded  from  doing  so  ? — Yes  ;  but  in  consequence  of  some 
tale  the  man  told  me  I  stretched  a  point  in  that  instance,  and  gave  him  1  s.  9  d. ; 
but  from  that  lime  to  this  I  have  never  done  so,  and  never  will  do  so  again. 

9851.  It  appears  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Odell,  by  an  entry  made  in  the  applica- 
tion-book, that  he  had  been  out  of  work  only  four  days,  at  the  time  the  application 
was  made  to  the  board  ?— If  it  is  so  entered,  that  was  the  case  ;  and  another  thing 
is,  he  is  a  man  that  is  not  out  of  work,  when  he  may  be  stated  to  be  out  of  work  ; 
he  gathers  rushes  for  the  purpose  of  the  rush-candles,  and  he  makes  as  much  money 
during  that  rush  season  as  some  people  make  in  the  wliole  year,  almost;  he  makes 
a  great  deal  of  money,  much  more  than  persons  would  imagine. 

98.'52.  Have  vou  seen  the  list,  headed  '•  Comparative  Rate,"  showing  the  condi- 
tion of  48  meii,  belonging  to  the  pari.sh  of  Westoning,  in  the  Ampthill  Union, 
whose  employment  lias' been  irregular  in  the  years  1834  and  1837  ?— I  have  that 
list. 

08.^3.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  upon  any  of  the  entries  in  that  list  ? 
— The  list  having  been  given  to  me  only  yesterday,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
going  into  it  so  carefully  as  I  should  wish,  nor  have  1  the  means  of  checking  it  as 
i  should  have  if  I  Avas  do\\n  in  the  country,   because  many  of  those  people  are  not 

in 
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in  my  description-book  ;   but  tliose  that  are  I  have  looked  over,  and  I  have  a  few  }>it.J.  Manhnll. 
observations  to  make.  ~~~~~~~~~ 

9854.  Will  you  make  any  observations  you  may  wish  ?— Tlie  first  name  I  wish       'o  ^^ay  '"SS- 
to  observe  upon  is  Peter  Bonner ;  the  earnings  of  tliis  man's  family  are  stated  to  be 

10/.  %s.  in  the  year  1S37  ;  1  will  not  revert  to  the  earnings  of  1834,  because  that 
was  before  my  time,  and  I  cannot  enter  into  it.  Now,  I  observe,  there  is  a 
daughter,  Eliza,  20  years  of  age,  and  a  daughter  Ann,  17  years  of  age  ;  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  say  that  they  can  earn  4  i-.  a  week,  at  least,  each,  and  when  I  say  4.S. 
I  think  I  only  go  up  to  two-thirds  of  their  capabilities  ;  his  wife,  I  consider,  would 
be  able  to  earn  2S.,  that  is  allowing  her  some  time  to  do  for  her  family  ;  the  girl 
of  14  would  be  able  to  earn  3  s.  ;  the  girl  Ellen,  12  years  of  age,  would  be  ahle  to 
earn  2*.,  and  the  girl  of  10  would  be  able  to  earn  1  s. 

9855.  What  do  you  consider  their  total  earnings  might  be  ?— Sixteen  shillings  a 
week,  which  would  be  four  times  the  amount  stated. 

985().  That  would  make  41  /.  \2s.  instead  of  10/.  8*.? — Yes. 

9S.57.  Mr.  Miles.']  At  the  present  price  of  plait? — Yes. 

0858.  Chairman.]  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  a  true  statement  of  the  earnings 
of  that  family  ? — Yes,  and  I  am  prepared  to  take  my  stand  upon  that  case  alone. 
1  wish,  before  I  leave  that  case,  to  observe  that  this  man's  aimual  earnings  are 
stated  to  be  6/.  \os.  ;  am  I  to  understand  from  that,  that  the  man  only  earns 
6/.  \os.  in  the  course  of  the  year,  because  he  earned  8/.  10*.,  between  himself 
and  his  father,  in  seven  weeks  of  that  period,  and  received  4a.  parish  relief;  there- 
fore he  would  have  had  4/.  5.V.  out  of  that. 

qS.-jo.  It  is  stated  to  be  the  amount  of  the  earnings  of  the  labourer  at  his 
employment,  and  therefore  it  would  not  include  parish  pay? — He  would  have 
received  4/.  .5^. ;  and  afterwards  he  assisted  his  fatiier  in  setting  wheat,  and  he 
had  5/.  2s.  there,  which  makes  9/.  ~ s. 

9860.  For  how  long  a  time? — Seven  weeks;  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  of  the  time,  except  when  he  was  receiving  parish  relief,  he  was  working 
at  the  railroad  ;  what  his  earnings  were  there  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  I 
should  think  not  less  than  2*.  Qd.  a  day ;  and,  therefore,  6/.  10*.  constitutes  a 
small  portion  of  his  earnings  for  the  year.  Before  I  go  into  the  case  of  another, 
I  wouiil  observe,  that,  although  they  have  given  credit  for  _'/.  for  the  man's  extra 
v.'ork  for  harvest,  they  make  no  mention  of  hay-time  ;  the  major  part  of  the  people 
of  that  parish  go  up  the  country  and  earn  as  much  in  hay-time  as  they  do  in 
harvest,  and  those  who  do  not,  always  earn  extra  money  in  the  parish  during  hay- 
lime  ;  if  they  did  not,  they  would  not  ren)ain  there. 

gSOl.  Lord  Howick.]  Is  the  statement  which  you  have  now  made  of  Peter 
Bonner's  earnings,  the  account  received  from  himself,  of  what  he  earned,  at  the 
time  you  were  investigating  the  applications  for  relief  ? — No,  it  is  not ;  this  has 
come  out  in  the  course  of  the  investigation. 

9862.  How  do  you  know  the  sum  that  he  earned  in  seven  weeks,  and  the 
nature  of  his  employment? — This  is  the  bill  when  he  was  working  for  I\Ir.  Gib- 
bons, at  turnip-hoeing,  that  has  been  handed  in  by  Mr.  Gibbons  to  Mr.  Pearce; 
and  this  is  the  bill  for  the  seven  weeks,  when  they  earned  8/.  lo*.  between  them 
at  turnip-hoeing. 

9863.  That  information  is  derived  from  the  statement  of  the  persons  who  paid 
those  wages? — Yes. 

9864.  Chairman.]  That  is  with  regard  to  the  turnip-hoeing? — Yes;  with  regard 
to  the  wheat-sstting,  that  has  already  been  given  in  evidence  before  this  Com- 
niitlee,  as  regards  Samuel  Bonner,  who  earned  as  between  himself  and  his  son; 
Peter  Bonner  is  the  son  of  the  said  Samuel. 

98(1").  With  reference  to  wtiose  earnings  we  have  had  a  statement  and  an 
account  from  the  farmer  who  employed  him  ? — Yes. 

qSbti.  Is  there  any  other  case  that  you  wish  to  observe  upon  ? — William  Odcll  ; 
his  earnings  are  stated  at  10/.  8*-.  ;  his  wife  is  39  years  of  age,  an  able-bodied 
woman,  and  a  daughter,  16;  according  to  their  own  showing,  tiiey  earn  between 
them,  allowing  the  woman  time  to  do  for  her  family,  but  3^.  ()d.  a  week;  but 
Mary,  who  is  14  years  of  age,  two  years  younger  than  that,  earns  34.  10 i^. 
a  week. 

9867.  How  do  you  know  that  ? — That  has  been  stated  by  herself  to  a  gentle- 
man who  is  present,   Mr.  Pearce. 

9S(iS.  That  is  with  regard  to  the  child  of  14.' — "\'cs  ;  then  there  is  a  girl  11, 
who  earns  34-.   9^/. ;   that  has  been  stated  by  the  mother  to  Mr.  Pearce;  and  the 

380.  c  girl 
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Mr.  J.  Marshall,    girl  who  is  Only  y,  threepence    a  week  ;  I  take   their  own  statement  for  it,  and 

-  I  make  their  earnings  1 1  5.  7  f  f/.  a  week,  instead  of  4*. 
10  May  1838.  1)869..  ^hat  is  of  the  three  youngest  children? — Yes. 

George Pcarce,  Esq.,  called  inj  and  further  Examined. 

G.  PearccyV.sq.         qS'o.  CAN  you  speak  to  this  case  of  Odcll  ? — Yes. 

1)871 .  Will  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  of  the  actual  earnings  of 

this  family? — This  I  received  by  word  of  mouth  from  Mrs.  Odell,  as  to  the  earnings 
of  the  family,  tiie  wife  of  the  man  ;  she  acknowledges  that  herself  and  her  daugliter 
earn  3  .v.  qd.  together;  they  assist  each  other  in  household  work,  and  plait  together, 
and  sell  their  plait  together ;  Mary,  the  second  daughter,  aged  14,  receives  for  her 
plait35.  lOj^/.  ;  Lucy,  1 1,  her  plait  produces  3.V.  9^/.;  Sally,  aged  8,  clears  3</.  ;this 
one  child  I  have  noted  goes  to  school,  and  the  straw  and  the  schooling  are  deducted, 
and  it  leaves  3  d.  ;  there  are  three  younger  children  from  whom  there  are  no 
earnings. 

9872.  Ave  those  earnings  clear  earnings  r — They  are,  after  deducting  the  value 
of  the  straw. 

9S73.  That  information  you  had  from  the  woman  herself? — Yes. 

9874.  Lord  Ilon-ick-.]  What  does  that  make  the  total  ? — Taking  the  man's  earn- 
ings at  8s.,  (hut  at  that  time  he  was  earning  at  the  rate  of  1 2  5.  a  week;  he  has  a  place 
of  8*'.  a  week  always  to  fall  back  upon,)  and  adding  the  earnings  of  the  family,  gives 
the  total  195.  ~kd.,  the  acknowledged  earnings  of  the  man  and  family  ;  but  at  the 
time  the  statement  was  made  he  was  employed  by  my  brother  at  12  s.;  be  has  left  him 
to  go  to  better  work  ;  we  presume  that  it  was  so  ;  my  brother  would  have  continued 
him  on,  but  he  wished  to  go  ;  it  might  have  been  a  more  permanent  job  ;  I  cannot  say. 

9875.  Supposing  what  he  states  to  be  correct,  and  that  he  receives  higher  wages 
in  harvest  and  hay-making,  what  do  you  imagine  the  whole  income  of  the  family  to 
amount  to? — Taking  Si.  as  the  average,  and  adding  the  difference  in  the  value  of 
the  work  in  hay-time  and  harvest,  it  would  not  make  a  less  difference  than  505. ; 
that  would  make  20s.  6d.  per  week. 

9876.  Twenty  shillings  and  sixpence,  as  the  average  income  of  the  family,  the 
whole  year  round  ? — This  is  not  a  satisfactory  statement  of  earnings,  inasmuch  as 
I  believe  the  income  to  be  greater  than  the  statement  that  I  have  received ;  it  is 
known  that  the  children  arecxceedinsly  well  dressed  ;  and  this  man,  moreover,  has 
advantages  which  you  are  not  aware  of;  he  occupies  a  certain  allotment  for  which 
he  pays  a  rent;  he  has  a  large  piece  of  garden-ground  attached  to  his  cottage  ;  this 
is  one  of  the  three  cases  that  has  been  mentioned  ;  but  when  we  speak  to  the  men, 
they  say  that  they  cannot  tell  what  their  earnings  were  in  1834,  and  that  no  inquiry 
has  ever  been  made  into  their  respective  family  earnings. 

0877.  Chairman.']  Have  you  seen  the  woman? — Yes,  I  have:  she  made  this 
declaration  to  me. 

9878.  The  whole  of  this  statement  with  regard  to  the  earnings  has  been  made 
by  the  wife  of  the  man,  or  you  know  it  from  the  employer? — The  man's  employer 
contirnis  it,  and  the  woman  made  the  statement. 

9879.  That  gives  an  income  of  .52  Z.  a  year? — Yes. 

9880.  The  income  stated  here  of  the  man  and  his  family,  including  hay-time 
and  harvest,  is  28/.  a  year  ? — I  am  not  aware  what  the  amount  is. 

9881.  You  believe  the  statement  of  28/.  a  year  for  the  earnings  of  this  man  and 
his  family  to  be  at  variance  with  truth? — Of  course  it  is,  if  the  statement  which  I 
gave  in  is  correct;  when  I  spoke  to  the  man,  and  asked  him  whether  he  was  in  dis- 
tress, he  said,  '•'  Oh,  no  ;  I  have  nothing  to  complain  of,  and  what  is  all  this  hub- 
bub about?"  hearing  that  some  statement  he  had  made  had  been  reported  here. 
I  would  add,  that  this  man  hears  a  good  character,  and  all  the  family  ;  he  pays 
3  A'.  2^.  a  quarter  to  a  medical  club  for  himself  and  family  ;  he  pays  1  s.  a  month  to  a 
benefit  club,  15.  a  month  to  a  clothing  club  for  himself  and  his  wife,  and  2^.  a 
week  to  the  same  club  for  two  of  his  children  ;  he  has  not  lost  a  day's  work, 
except  for  hib  own  pleasure,  during  the  past  year;  his  rent  is  3/.  a  year;  he 
pays  for  the  garden  allotment  which  he  occupies  in  addition  4  s.,  that  is  in  the 
open  field. 

9882.  Lord  Hoivick.']  Do  you  believe  that  man's  situation  at  present  to  be  less 
good  in  any   respect  than  it  "was  before  the  new  law  ? — I  should  imagine  it  to  be 

■greatly  improved,  looking  at  the  earnings  of  the  family;  he  has  lost  the  head-money, 
and   1  do  not  consider  that  the   liead-moi  ey   was  any  advantage   to  the  family, 

knowing 
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knowing  how  it  was   disposed    of,  that    it   was  principally  employed  in  drink  in      g.  Ptarce,  E»>\. 
Westoning.  • 

9883.   Mr.  FresJi/ie/d.]  You  speak  of  a  certain  allotment  he  occupies  ;  that  in  all       10  May  1838. 
probability  is  some  advantage  to  him  ? — Yes,  or  he  would  not  continue  that. 

QS84.  And  that  you  have  not  included  in  your  valuation  r — No;  there  is  another 
of  the  three  cases  which  I  can  speak  to;  in  fact,  all  three  :  I  called  upon  Benjamin 
Cox,  of  Westoning,  he  has  a  vvife  and  seven  children  ;  his  own  earnings  are  gs.  a 
week  ;  he  occasionally  works  by  the  great,  and  cams  more;  he  has  a  son  John,  21 
years  of  age,  earning  7*.  a  week  ;  his  daughter,  Elizabeth,  17  years;  I  could  not  , 
Jearn  her  earnings,  but  she  pays  for  her  lodging  2s.;  Benjamin,  13  years,  earns 
2s.  6(i.,  and  drives  the  plough ;  William,  11,  only  acknowledged  to  6d.  ;  he  is 
said  not  to  be  well,  and  he  goes  to  school,  therefore  the  schooling  and  the  straws 
are  deducted  ;  there  are  three  younger  children,  for  whom  there  are  no  earnings  ; 
we  must  presume  greater  earnings,  for  Elizabeth  was  reluctant  to  tell  me  what  her 
earnings  were  ;  but  she  is  above  the  age  of  1 6,  but  acknowledges  that  she  pays  2  *. ; 
but  presuming  that  she  earns  5  s.,  which  does  not  exceed  the  average  earnings  of 
young  women  of  her  years,  it  would  make  a  total  of  24*.  for  the  earnings  of  himself 
and  his  family. 

988,';.  From  what  do  you  derive  that  information? — From  the  statement  of  the 
man  and  his  wife,  whom  I  have  seen  and  examined  personally. 

gSSO.  Is  that  the  man  who  appears  upon  this  list,  of  48  labourers,  and  whose 
total  income  in  1837,  including  himself  and  his  family,  is  said  to  be  34/.  45.? — I 
am  not  aware  of  that  statement,  but  it  is  one  of  the  three  cases  of  Benjamin  Cox, 
Odcll  and  Carter;  this  man's  rent  is  3/.  a  year. 

9887.  Have  you  included  in  the  account  of  the  man's  earnings,  and  his  family, 
what  he  can  earn  at  harvest  and  hay-time  ? — I  have  not. 

9888.  Should  you  think  it  proper  to  add  something  for  harvest  and  hay-time  ? — 
I  should  tiiink  it  proper  to  add  at  least  50s.,  independently  of  the  value  of  the 
gleanings  of  the  family. 

9889.  Take  the  advantage  of  the  harvest  to  be  the  same  that  it  is  stated  to  be 
in  this  list,  which  is  40*.  and  add  that  to  24.?.  per  week  ? — The  harvest  and  hay- 
time  would  make  50s. 

9890.  Add  the  50  5.  to  the  other  particulars  that  you  have  given,  and  tell  the 
Commiitee  what  the  annual  income  would  be? — It  would  be  nearly  -l^s.  weekly. 

98()].  That  is  what  the  income  of  that  family  tvoutd  amount  to^  from  the  state- 
ment derived  from  your  personal  inquiries? — With  the  exception  of  Elizabeth;  I 
could  not  learn  her  earnings  ;  but  it  was  stated  that  she  paid  2*.  for  her  lodging, 
and  John  paid  3*.  6d.;  but  his  earnings  were  7*.  weekly;  but  this  man  has  a 
further  advantage  in  the  occupation  of  some  garden-ground  ;  he  pays  3/.  a  year 
rent  for  his  cottage,  and  135.  a  year  for  an  allotment  of  garden-ground. 

9892.  What  do  you  make  the  annual  income  derived  from  that  to  be  ? — I  would 
rather  not  attach  any  value  to  that,  but  leave  it  as  matter  of  inference. 

9893.  Then,  according  to  that  statement,  the  annual  income  of  that  family  would 
appear  to  be  65/.? — Yes. 

9894.  The  annual  income  in  this  table  is  stated  to  be  23  '•  4*-  ^ — Mine  is  only 
at  the  present  time  ;   1  did  not  take  a  retrospective  view  at  all. 

9895.  Spenking  of  the  year  1837  ;  should  you  suppose  that  this  man's  circum- 
stances in  the  year  1837  ditfered  materially  from  what  they  are  now? — Benjamin 
Cox  informed  mc  that  he  had  not  been  out  of  work  during  the  past  year,  therefore 
I  may  presume  his  situation  to  have  been  as  good  ;  only  I  take  the  straw-plaiting 
to  be  a  shade  better  this  year  ;  he  declared  to  me  that  he  had  nothing  to  complain 
of;  that  was  his  declaration  to  me. 

9896.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  information  upon  any  other  case  : — John 
Carter,  this  man,  three  or  four  years  ago,  was  in  the  employment  of  Colonel  Sey- 
mour, the  late  serjeant-at-arms  ;  he  was  seen  or  h(n\rd  by  the  Colonel  treating  a 
horse  with  extreme  cruelty  ;  in  consequence  his  whip  was  taken  from  him  ;  he  wa^ 
the  carter;  he  was  indignant  at  this,  and  left  his  employment,  where  he  had 
IDA'.  6 (/.  weekly,  his  hay-time  and  harvest,  and  his  cottage  rent-free;  he  threw 
himself  upon  the  parish  of  Westoning,  and  without  any  inquiry  whatever  ;  he  was 
put  immciliatcly  into  the  gravel  pit. 

9897.  Lord  HvtLki.l  In  what  year  was  this? — The  Colonel  told  me  it  was 
three  or  four  years  back,  and  he  was  very  anxious  this  should  be  known. 

989S.  Chairman.}  Do   vou  know  any  thing  with  respect  to  his  income  ? — His 

employer  told    me   that  he  was  at  this  time  paying  him   gs.   or  \o s.    weekly  for 

380.  c  2  task-work ; 
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a  I'vnice,  Esq.     task-uoik  ;  he  worked  by  the  great;  he  has  a  child  wlio  may  be  presumed  to  earn 
'  at  least  is.  a  week;  he  would   imvo  additional  wages  in  hay-tini(!  and    iiarvest,  I 

10  May  1838.  take  lor  granted  ;  there  is  a  little  circuui^^tiince  I  would  mention  about  them  to 
show  that  there  is  no  destitution.  The  clergyman's  lady,  in  her  round  of  visits, 
called  at  this  man's  cottage,  and  the  woman  was  preparing  a  dress  tor  one  of  her 
ciiildren,  and  it  was  remarked  by  this  lady  that  it  was  made  very  full,  two  or  three 
yards  more  than  was  necessary;  at  least  that  quantity  ;  upon  which  it  was  remarked 
by  the  woman,  "  It  is  usual  to  wear  ihosc  dresses  now  ;"  showing  her  sense  of  the 
fashion  :  as  it  was  mentioned  as  a  case  of  destitution,  I  tiiouglit  it  right  to  mention 
this  circumstance. 

()8()9.  Have  you  any  other  case  to  observe  upon? — John  Knight    lias  been 
spoken  of  as  a  case  of  destitution,  a  man  who  travels  with  a  basket;  his  wife  is   a 
,  washerwoman  and  charwoman  ;  she  earns  2*.  a  week,  but  she  might  be  out  every 

dav.  but  they  object  to  en)ploying  her,  from  having  l)ecn  saucy,  at  two  or  three 
places;  she  earns  2.v.  a  week  generally ;  tiiis  is  information  only;  this  1  do  not 
derive  from  the  family. 

0900.  From  whom  did  you  derive  it;  from  any  body  that  had  an  opportunity 
of  knowing: — From  a  farn)er"s  wife,   who  employs  her  in  washing. 

9901.  AViiat  did  she  tell  you? — That  she  earns  2*.  a  week  ;  she  stated  more 
but   I   take   it  at    2i'.   a  week;  the  man  had  good  summer  work;   this   was  the 
intormation  of  the  farmer,  who  could  speak  to  his  particular  situation,  a  rate-payer 
of  the  parish  ;  he  is  supposed  to  have  earned  about  10. v.  or  12*.  a  week. 

9002.  For  liow  long  a  time? — He  was  there  during  harvest  and  for  some  time 
afterwards ;  was  occasionally  employed  by  Mr.  Sears,  the  principal  rate-|)ayer  in 
Westoning,  at  8s.  a  week;  was  with  him  lately  three  weeks  together;  besides  his 
money  he  had  milk  and  small-beer  daily  ;  he  will  shortly  return  to  iiim  to  supply 
his  shepherd's  place,  which  shepherd  always  goes  out  during  shearing  tinie  ;  he 
will  then,  in  addition  to  his  weekly  vvages  of  8*.  a  week,  get  his  victuals  on  Sunday 
and  his  beer  and  milk  daily. 

()()o3.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  family  ? — 1  believe  there  is  no  child 
dependent  upon  him  ;  this  was  a  man  who  was  said  to  derive  assistance  from  his 
children  who  were  in  [)lacc. 

()()04.  Mv.  Jllilcs.]  U'hen  the  woman  goes  out  to  wash  in  a  farmer's  family, 
do  vou  know  whether  she  gets  her  victuals  ? — It  is  the  custom,  I  should  not 
doubt  it  ;  I  called  at  .John  Knight's  cottage  when  this  man  was  gone  to  the  board  ; 
it  was  the  Tlmrsday  week  when  he  went ;  his  dinner  was  placed  before  the  hre  ; 
I  was  rather  curious  to  know  what  it  could  consist  of,  and  it  was  meat  pudding, 
exceedingly  good  fare. 

9905.  Cliuinnau.\  There  was  no  appearance  of  distress? — All  the  cottages  are 
most  wretched  ;  you  cannot  conceive  the  apparent  misery  that  there  is  in  them  ; 
but  it  is  such  an  exceedingly  depraved  parish  ;  a  great  portion  of  the  labouring 
men  are  addicted  to  drinking,  arising,  as  I  imagine,  from  the  former  system. 

9906.  In  what  respect,  do  you  think,  that  operated  as  an  injury  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  the  peo[)le  ? — Very  little  of  what  was  given  in  the  way  of  relief  was  car- 
ried home  to  their  families,  it  was  principally  spent  in  drink  ;  the  late  overseer 
•zave  mc  an  instance  of  it  tiie  other  day,  that  the  men  were  so  impatient  to  get  to 
the  public-house,  tint  they  would  even  get  drunk  before  they  received  their  pay  on 
the  Saturday  night,  and  would  come  to  him  quite  intoxicated. 

9907.  U"o  you  observe  any  change  in  that  parish,  since  the  introduction  of  the 
law  ? — I  think  a  very  decided  change. 

9908.  In  what  respects  ? — I  do  not  see  masses  of  70  and  80  congregated  toge- 
ther for  purposes  of  mischief;  they  were  the  terror  and  annoyance  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

9Q09.  Is  there  more  employment  in  the  parish? — A  great  deal  more;  as  a 
proof,  I  suppose  there  are  now  about  100  labourers,  including  lads  above  15  years 
of  a<:e  ;  there  are  not  more  than  20,  I  imagine,  employed  out  of  the  parish,  and  1 
suppose  the  So  remaining  are  absorbed  by  employment  afforded  by  the  farmers. 

9910.  You  live  near  that  parish,  do  you  ? — About  a  mile  and  a  lialf  trom  it. 

991 1.  '^'our  brother  is  the  clergyman  of  that  parish  ? — Yes,  in  addition  to  which 
I  am  a  rate-payer  in  the  jiarish. 

9912.  Do  you  observe,  in  any  communication  you  have  with  the  farmers,  or 
observation  of  your  own,  that  there  is  more  employment  given  by  the  farmers 
now  ? — It  is  the  general  oliservation  of  the  farmers. 

9913.  Do  you  think  the  men  are  in  a  better  condition  ? — Infinitely  better. 

9914.   Do 
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9914.  Do  you  tliink  tlicir  ftimilies  arc  better  off? — I  do  not  know,  the  propensity      G.  Ptarce,  Y.>a. 

to  drink  is  still  so  strong;  but  it  is  acknowledged  by  the  wives  themselves  that 

more  of  their  earnings  arc  taken  home  than  was  formerly  the  case.  10  May  183P. 

9915.  Have  you  made  any  observation  with  regard  to  the  bedding  of  the  people 
in  that  neighbourliood  ? — I  heard  the  statement,  tiiat  many  of  the  poor  in  Bed- 
fordshire lie  upon  loose  straw,  scattered  down  as  for  cattle ;  I  was  induced  to 
inquire  whether  that  was  the  condition  of  any  of  the  poor  in  Westoning,  that 
having  been  said  to  be  the  worst  parish  in  the  county  ;  I  went  to  one  cottage, 
where  the  j)erson  inhabiting  it  was  said  to  be  worse  ofl"  than  any  other,  and  I 
examined  the  !)cdding;  he  was  a  bed-ridden  man,  90  years  of  age;  the  man  was 
King  upon  a  straw  mattress,  but  he  had  a  good  blanket,  lying  between  a  good  pair 
of  sheets  and  a  coverlet;  but  he  was  living  in  a  place  upon  sufferance,  and  a  more 
miserable  habitation  you  cannot  imagine. 

()9i(i.  Have  you  ever  observed  in  other  cottages  what  is  the  condition  of  the 
bedding,  or  have  you  received  any  information  upon  that  subject? — I  liear  that 
that  is  not  the  state  of  the  poor  generally,  as  to  their  bedding  in  Westoning,  that 
they  lie  upon  loose  straw;  that  there  is  not  an  instance  of  it;  they  principally  lie 
upon  stump  bedsteads  and  upon  straw  mattresses.  With  respect  to  Westoning, 
the  system  of  relief,  or  rather  the  rule  of  relief  there  formerly,  was  the  number  of 
the  family  ;  it  was  not  the  necessities  of  the  family. 

9917.  Mr.  Miles.]  Was  this  old  man  you  have  just  spoken  of  in  better  circum- 
stances in  earlier  life  ? — He  has  always  been  known  as  a  notorious  drunkard ;  his 
son  is  a  farmer,  living  in  the  same  parish  but  occupying  a  small  quantity  of  land  ; 
he  has  brought  up,  I  believe,  a  large  family  ;  he  contributes  towards  his  father's 
support,  but  perhaps  not  adequately  ;  I  wish  to  mention  one  circumstance,  showing 
the  fear  the  farmers  stood  in  of  the  people  when  congregated  together  in  the  way 
in  which  they  used  to  be.  Upon  one  occasion  I  saw  a  party  of  about  70  people 
assembled  together  ;  they  were  placed  in  a  particular  situation  by  the  overseer,  and 
not  allowed  to  leave  that  spot;  this  was  in  1834.  I  saw  a  party  of  about  10  or 
I  2  of  those  people,  a  detachment,  taking  down  a  tree,  and  seeinii  the  occupier  of 
the  land  not  far  oft',  I  rode  up  to  him  and  told  him  what  was  going  forward,  and 
asked  if  what  they  were  doing  had  his  sanction  ;  he  said,  "  No."  I  said,  "  You 
will  take  some  steps  to  [)revent  this  ;"  "  O  no,"  he  said,  he  dare  not  go  amongst 
them  ;  his  answer  was,  that  "  it  was  as  much  as  his  life  was  worth."  This  was  the 
principal  rate-payer  in  the  parish. 

99  iS.  Did  you  consider  that  system  of  intimidation  to  be  at  all  general  ? — I  can 
give  another  instance  of  it ;  I  saw  some  labourers  cutting  underwood,  and  I  gave 
information  in  that  case  to  the  person  who  occupied  the  land  where  it  was  grow- 
ing;  and  I  offered  to  be  an  evidence  m  the  case  ;   but  he  declined  prosecuting. 

991;).  What  was  his  reason  for  declining  to  prosecute? — There  is  such  a  vin- 
dictive spirit  that  their  ploughs  arc  frequently  cut  in  two,  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  I 
prosecuted  a  Westoning  man  upon  one  occasion,  and  I  had  several  hundred  small 
trees  cut  down  afterwards;  I  do  not  charge  any  body  with  it,  but  it  followed  soon 
afterwards. 

99'2o.  Do  you  think  the  disposition  of  the  people,  with  respect  to  their  general 
habits,  is  altered  for  the  better? — Immensely  so. 

9921.  You  observe  it? — It  is  most  striking;  I  put  a  string  of  queries  to  some 
of  the  farmers  in  Westoning,  which  queries  I  iiad  drawn  up  after  reading  the  evi- 
dence which  had  been  given  before  the  Committee,  and  1  got  answers  to  those 
queries,  and  they  acre  submitted  to  most  of  the  farmers,  and  they  all  concurred 
in  the  truth  of  those  answers. 

9922.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  queries ;  have  you  got  them  ? — I  have  them 
at  hand. 

9923.  From  whom  did  you  get  those  answers? — From  the  different  farmers  in 
Westoning;  those  are  different  answers  to  queries  which  I  myself  drew  out,  upon 
reading  the  evidence. 

9924.  Lord  Howick.']  What  you  have  put  down  as  answers  to  the  queries  are 
not  the  actual  words  used  by  any  particular  farmer,  but  the  substance  of  the  opi- 
nions given  l)v  farmers  in  answer  to  the  particular  query? — Yes. 

0925.  Cli(tlnnan.~\  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  read  the  queries  and  the  answers? 
— "  Is  there  any  improvement  in  wages  since  1834? — Yes,  about  i>v.  |)er  week  in 
day-work  ;  task-work  much  the  same,  except  bean-setting,  which  has  fallen  about 
(•(/.  a  bushel.  State  prices  of  the  different  sorts  of  task- work  in  A\'cstonin<>  - — Ileilg- 
ing  (>^/.  to  S(/.  per  pole;  threshing  wheat  is.  (></.  to  is-,  lod.  per  load  of  five 
bushels,  and  in  proportion  for  other  corn."     The  general  remark  has  been  made 

380.  c  3  that 
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(, .  I'enrce,  Esq.  that  at  those  wages  more  can  be  earned  than  at  2s.  formerly,  inasmuch  as  tlie 
wheat  yields  better  than  it  did.     "  Hoeing  4*'.  to  G.s.  per  acre,  according  to   crop 

lo  Mi;'.y  1838.  and  soil;  mowing  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  acre,  with  beer;  bean-setting  \s.Uj.  per 
bushel ;  draining  4s.  to  5s.  per  score,  according  to  depth  and  soil.  State  the 
average  gleanings  of  a  family  in  harvest? — A  woman  and  three  children,  tlie 
youngest  being  eight  years  old,  may  get  from  three  to  five  bushels,  according  to  the 
season.  State  the  number  of  unemployed  labourers  in  Westoning,  in  the  winter  of 
1834  and  in  1S37  ? — In  1  S34,  70  upon  an  average,  including  lads  above  14  years 
old  ;  in  1837  and  183b,  not  exceeding-  14,  except  one  week  in  the  depth  of  last 
winter,  when  40  were  out  of  work.  Are  more  pigs  kept  in  the  parish  than  for- 
merly ? — No,  fewer  at  present,  in  consequence  of  the  potatoes  being  injured  by 
the  iiost,  &c.  State  wliethcr  the  poor  generally  in  the  parish  are  improved  in 
their  condition  and  habits  since  1834? — They  are  somewhat  improved  in  tlieir 
moral  condition ;  there  is  less  beer  drunk,  certainly,  and  there  are  not  such  open 
scenes  of  intoxication  as  formerly,  the  means  of  the  labourers  being  less  as 
regards  parish  relief,  the  greater  part  of  which  used  to  be  spent  at  the  public- 
house  ;  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  the  parish  as  to  the  labourers  being  more 
industrious,  more  satisfied  with  their  work,  more  eager  to  obtain  it,  and  more 
desirous  to  keep  their  places ;  they  also  take  more  of  their  earnings  home  to 
their  families ;  if  the  improvement  in  the  labourers  be  not  so  great  as  might 
have  been  expected,  it  deserves  remark,  that  tlie  labourers  in  this  parish  have 
long  been  distinguished  for  drunkenness  and  improvidence ;  the  public-houses 
there  are  under  no  sort  of  regulation." 

9926.  Are  the  beer-shops  less  numerous  than  they  were  ? — I  believe  there  is 
the  same  number  in  Westoning ;  there  is  a  small  diminution  in  my  own  parish  ; 
there  is  one  less. 

9927.  Do  you  believe  less  beer  to  be  drunk  at  the  beer-houses  than  formerly? 
— I  think  there  is  less,  decidedly;  and  there  is  less  intoxication  generally,  1  should 
say. 

9928.  Will  you  read  the  other  queries  anil  the  answers  ? — "What  is  the  usual 
material  of  the  beds  used  by  the  poor  in  Westoning,  and  how  ai-e  they  provided 
generally  in  that  respect? — Straw  mattresses,  generally;  sometimes  flock,  and, 
occasionally,  feathers.  There  is  no  instance  of  straw  being  loosely  littered  down 
for  the  people  to  lie  on,  as  for  cattle? — In  this  parish,  as  elsewhere,  the  poor  are 
not  well  supplied  with  bedding,  but  bedsteads  are  generally  used.  State  the 
number  of  labourers  living  in,  but  emjjloyed  out  of  the  parish,  last  winter,  on  the 
railroad  or  elsewhere  '? — About  25,  upon  an  average.  Have  the  poor  been  assessed 
to  the  poor-rate  since  1834? — The  poor  were  newly  assessed  to  the  rate  in  1836, 
but  relieved  again  in  1837;  they  only  paid  two  or  three  rates.  Is  employment 
increased  in  Westoning  since  1 834  r — Yes,  very  considerably  ;  but  not  so  much 
so  in  the  parish  as  might  have  been  expected,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
property  :"  the  principal  property  there  has  been  frequently  in  the  market,  and  an 
inclosure  has  been  expected  to  take  place  shortly,  which  has  deterred  the 
farmers  from  making  those  improvements  in  their  land  which  they  otherwise 
would. 

9929.  Is  it  an  open  field  ? — Yes. 

9930.  Almost  all  the  parish? — The  larger  proportion. 

9931.  Will  you  read  the  remainder  of  the  queries? — "  Do  wages  fall  in  the 
winter?— No  alteration  in  wages  of  day-work  either  in  the  summer  or  winter, 
except  at  hay-time  and  harvest.  Has  bastardy  increased  since  1834  ? — Rather  so  ; 
it  has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  population.  Are  marriages  more  frequent 
since  1834? — Yes,  in  1832,  1833  ^'^^  1834  there  were  16,  and  in  the  three  fol- 
lowing years  22,  showing  an  increase  of  six.  Has  crime  increased  ? — Except 
poaching,  offences  against  the  law  are  less  frequent.  Is  there  more  assistance  now 
than  formerly  given  to  poor  relatives  ? — Yes,  much  more ;  and  parish  relief  not 
being  so  accessible,  the  poor  are  more  disposed  to  assist  each  other  ;  the  law  being 
put  in  force  now  more  strictly  against  richer  relatives,  or  the  knowledge  that  it  may 
be  so,  has  been  the  means  of  mucli  additional  relief  being  aflx)rded.  Is  more  done 
in  the  way  of  private  charity  for  the  poor  in  Westoning  than  before  the  new  law 
was  put  in  force  ? — Yes;  the  poor  being  thrown  more  upon  their  own  resources 
oas  induced  those  connected  with  them  to  extend  tlieir  Jbounty  considerably." 

9932.  When  the  men  of  Westoning  are  thrown  out  of  their  usual  employment, 
have  they  not  resources  in  straw-plaiting  ? — Manv  of  them  can  plait,  and  formerly 
when   they  were  put  into  the  gravel-pits  many  of  the  men  there,  perhaps  one- 
half 
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half  of  them,  were  engaged   in  straw-plaiting;  you  saw  them   at  work  for  them-     - G .  Pearce,  Esq. 
selves.  ■ 

9933-  Whilst  they  professed   to  be  working  for  the  parish,  and  were  receiving       10  ^^ay  >838. 
parish  relief? — Yes,    they    were    supposed    to    be  entirely   dependent   upon    the 
parish. 

9934.  Mr.  Fresfijield.]  \\'ith  the  improved  means  you  have  described,  on  the 
part  of  the  labourers,  how  do  you  account  for  the  wretchedness  of  the  cottages  ? — 
A  great  many  of  the  cottages  arc  occu|)ied  by  the  poor  without  any  payment  of 
rent,  and  they  are  living  there  upon  sufferance ;  I  would  name  the  cottages  lately 
engaged  as  the  workhouse ;  they  arc  top  poor  to  be  repaired  ;  they  are  not  worth 
repairing  ;  and  what  are  called  the  "  Widows'  Houses"  are  also  in  a  most  wretched 
condition. 

9935.  Chairmayi.']   Are  they  aims-houses? — They  are  charity  houses. 

9936.  Have  you  any  statement  to  give  in  with  respect  to  the  earnings  of  ciiildren 
in  the  straw- plait? — I  have. 

\Tlie  Witness  delivered  in  the  same: — Vide  Appendix,  No.  3.] 

9937-  ^^^-  Frehficld.^  Though  the  poor  arc  in  better  circumstances,  are  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  their  individual  habits  are  not  yet  improved? — 
They  arc  improving,  and  the  parish  is,  in  a  moral  point  of  view  greatly,  improved. 

9938.  C/iain/iati.]  Is  the  footing  upon  which  the  labourer  stands  towards  the 
farmer  who  employs  him,  better  or  not  than  it  was  before  the  new  law  was  intro- 
duced into  Westoning? — I  think  much  better. 

9939.  Do  you  think  that  that  arises  from  much  greater  employment,  and  greater 
constancy  of  employment? — From  both. 

9940.  Mr.  JlJiles.]  You  have  given  an  account  of  the  ascertained  earnings  of 
three  families  in  Westoning;  have  you  made  inquiry  relative  to  the  condition  of 
other  families,  which  are  included  in  the  48  labourers  and  their  families,  in  the  list 
■which  has  been  put  in?—  I  have ;  I  believe  George  King  is  in  that  list;  this  tabular 
statement  I  may  have  an  op[)ortunity  of  examining  hereafter,  we  have  had  no 
opportunity  at  all  at  present. 

9941.  You  have  not  had  sufficient  time  to  make  inquiries  relative  to  the  other 
cases? — I  have  not;  I  do  not  know  whether  George  King  be  in  the  list;  I  have 
statements  of  other  persons.  John  King  is  at  work  at  Tingrith,  at  10*.  a  week, 
and  he  has  recently  joined  a  benefit  club  since  1836;  and  50  in  the  parish  of 
Westoning,  and  upwards,  have  joined  benefit  clubs. 

9942.  Cfiairtnan.]  Agricultural  labourers? — Yes,  many  have  joined  medical  and 
clothing  clubs. 

9943.  Mr.  Miles.']  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  an 
accurate  statement  of  the  present  earnings  of  those  families,  if  you  had  time  ? — 
No  difficulty  whatever. 

9944.  If  this  statement  is  false,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  correcting  it  ? — 
There  would  be,  previous  to  1838. 

994.5.  None  as  to  the  present  year?— There  would  be  no  difficulty  as  to  the     ' 
present  year;  but  as  to  previous  years  I  conceive  there  would  be. 

994G.  Have  you  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  parish  to  be  able  to  do  it  ? — I  could 
assist  materially.  In  1834  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  statement  of  the 
earnings  of  the  labourers  ;  two  or  tliree  of  them  have  told  me  themselves  that  tliev 
could  give  no  account,  the  head-money  and  their  earnings  were  so  blended  ;  in 
addition  to  which,  some  of  them  were  occupying  garden  allotments,  from  which  we 
may  suppose  there  was  a  profit,  and  also  plaiting,  when  ihey  should  have  been  at 
work  for  the  parish. 

9947.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  majority  of  those  cases  diffi.>r  in 
any  verj/^  material  point  from  those  which  you  have  put  in  as  correcting  this  state- 
ment?— Not  having  applied  myself  to  that,  I  cannot  answer. 

9945.  Lord  Howic/c]  You  have  given,  from  your  own  knowlediie,  a  statement  of 
the  real  earnings  of  some  of  the  parties  in  this  list ;  do  vou  suppose  that  what  you 
have  given  as  the  earnings  of  those  three  or  four  individuals,  with  whose  circum- 
stances you  are  acquainted,  affords  a  fair  specimen  of  what  an  industrious  man, 
with  a  similar  family,  can  earn  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? — I  do  think  so, 

9949.  Mr.  Scrope.]  And  the  three  cases,  into  which  you  have  made  particular 
inquiry,  are  the  same  cases  of  Cox,  Odell  and  Carter,  which  were  selected  and 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Turner,  as  offering  a  very  fair  criterion  of  the  condition  of 
the  labourers  in  that  parish  ? — Yes. 

380.  c  4  9950.  You 
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/;.  7^<:«/re,  Esq.  09.5t>-  You  were  induced  to  pay  altention  to  those  three  particular  cases,  in  coii- 

'. —        se(|uence  of  the  special  observations  which  were  made  upon  them  i)y  Mr.  Turner? 

10  May  1838,       — I  was. 

9051.  Mr.  Fic/dcn.]  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  labourers  in  the  parish 
of  \Vestoning? — With  a  great  many;  I  employ  some  of  them,  and  live  near. 

()05.2.  Vou  have  as  good  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what  the  wages  of  those 
labourers  are,  embraced  in  this  tabic  ot  1834  and  1837,  as  perhaps  any  other 
individual  ? — Perhaps  not  so  well  as  a  resident  occupier. 

''9.53-  ^V'ould  you  have  any  difficulty,  obtaining  assistance,  in  making  a  correct 
return,  now  that  you  have  stated  this  to  be  incorrect  .' — Not  as  to  18345  the  men 
state  to  me  that  they  cannot  give  that  account. 

90.')4.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  making  out  a  statement  for  1S37? — I 
do  not  think  there  would. 

99.55.  There  have  been  two  tables  put  in,  one  containing  a  list  of  48,  another 
of  30  labourers  ;  and  there  have  been  since  tables  put  in,  relating  to  six  other 
parishes  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ;  could  you  look  over  those  tables,  and  obtain 
assistance  so  as  to  enable  you  to  correct  those  tables  relative  to  those  labourers  ? — 
I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  if  the  Committee  wish  it. 

9956.  If  you  would  be  willing  to  do  that,  and  give  a  correct  statement,  it  woulil 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  to  know  it? — I  should  do  it  most  conscientiously. 

9957-  ^^''1  ^"^  undertake  to  see  that  that  is  done  ? — I  think  it  right  to  mention 
the  circumstance  that  I  am  a  rate-payer  in  the  parish,  but  I  have  taken  land  there 
with  a  view  of  giving  employment  to  the  people,  and  I  am  now  solicited  to  act  as 
guardian  of  the  |)arish. 

()958.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Turner,  in  giving  in  those  tabular  statements, 
has  repeatedly  stated  to  this  Connnittee,  that  his  object  was  to  arrive  at  the  truth  ; 
that  if  they  were  incorrect,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  them  corrected  ;  tl'.at  he  had 
taken  sjreat  pains  to  make  them  accurate,  and  tiiat  nobody  would  be  more  glad 
than  himself  to  know  the  real  state  of  the  people,  if  those  tables  do  not  represent 
it  ? — 1  am  aware  of  that. 

99.59.  Can  you  amend  those  tables,  and  put  them  in  a  correct  shape  ? — I  wil. 
apj)ly  myself  to  it,  if  it  is  wished. 

99t3o.  Some  doubts  have  been  expressed  in  this  Committee,  whether  Westo- 
ning  was  a  fair  parisli  to  select,  as  one  by  which  the  labourers  of  that  union  could 
be  described  ;  is  Westoning  a  parish  where  the  labourers  are  in  a  worse  or  a 
better  state  than  the  labourers  generally  of  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — They  were  per- 
haps in  the  worst  condition  of  any  labourers  in  the  county,  but  they  are  now- 
improving ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  principal  property  there  is  in  such  an  unsettled 
state,  I  think  that  it  can  hardly  be  taken  as  a  fair  sample  of  the  working  of  the 
Act. 

9961.  Would  the  selection  of  the  labourers  of  any  other  parish  show  the  income 
of  the  labourers  to  be  greater  or  less  than  it  would  be  shown  to  be  by  a  correct 
statement  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  ? — As  regards  the  wages, 
I  tiiink  Westoniujj  may  be  fair  in  that  respect,  but  I  mean  that  there  is  not  that 
emplovment  in  the  parish  itself  which  there  might  be  elsewhere,  under  different 
circumstances. 

9Qb2.  What  is  the  reason  for  that? — Because  we  have  been  expecting  an  inclo- 
sure  there,  and  the  principal  property  there  has  been  in  tiie  market  frequently. 

9963.  Arc  there  other  jiarishes  in  the  Ampthill  Union  where  employment  is 
more  Jieneral  and  the  labourers  are  better  oft'than  they  are  in  the  parish  of  Westo- 
ning?—Not  being  resident  within  the  union,  I  cannot  speak  particularly  to  the 
circumstances  of  each  parish  there  ;  but  there  w  as  a  parish  as  deeply  [)auperised  as 
Westoning,  I  mean  I'litton,  which  is  immensely  imjjroved.  The  improvement 
had  commenced  there  before  the  new  law  was  put  in  force,  but  I  know  of  no  parish 
where  there  is  so  striking  a  change,  but  arising  out  of  the  circumstance  which  Mr. 
Turner  mentioned,  the  allotment  system,  letting  land  to  poor  people  ;  that  is  a 
most  valuable  suggestion,  which  if  acted  upon  would  bring  about,  I  think,  an  entire 
reformation. 

9964.  That  is  upon  Earl  dc  Grey's  estate? — Yes. 

9965.  Have  the  families  of  the  labourers  the  same  means  of  obtaining  as  gre^t 
an  income  in  other  parishes  as  they  have  in  the  Westoning  parish  ? — No,  I  think 
not,  throughout  the  union  of  Ampthill,  inasmuch  as  the  straw-plait  is  a  local 
employment  very  often. 

qq66.  Does 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.     (1838.)  25 

9966.  Docs  the  straw-plait  afiord  an  additional  source  of  income,  which  many     O.  Pearce,  Esq. 

lahourers  do  not  possess,  for  their  families? — In  a  greater  deg^rce  in  some  parishes        

than   in  others;  more  or  less  it  is  in  all  ;  but  in  a  limited  dej^ree  in  some  of  the      '°  May  1838. 
parishes  of  tlie  union,  wlicre  the  lace  trade,  tor  instance,  prevails. 

9967.  Would  tliat  make  any  ditference  in  the  aggregate  income  of  the  labourers' 
families  in  Westoning,  as  compared  with  other  parishes? — It  would  make  their 
earnings  greater,  as  compared  with  lace-making  ;  I  conceive  the  produce  is  almost 
double. 

9968.  The  produce  is  double  in  straw-plaiting,  as  compared  with  iace-makinc  ? 
' — That  is  my  impression. 

9969.  Then  if  a  parish  were  selected  where  plaiting  does  not  prevail,  but  lace- 
making  prevails,  the  incomes  of  the  families  would  be  less  where  the  lace-makin<^ 
prevails,  than  vvhere  the  straw-plaiting  prevails? — I  imagine  so. 

9970.  On  that  account,  is  Westoning  an  unfair  parish  to  select  as  a  specimen  of 
the  labourers'  earnings  in  the  Ampthill  Union? — I  speak  of  the  men's  earninf^s ; 
that  the  men  are  not  so  well  employed  there  as  in  other  parishes. 

9971.  But  the  incomes  of  their  families  are  greater  in  Westoning;  would  the 
difference  arising  from  the  increased  income  of  the  families  place  the  parish  of 
Westoning  as  a  fair  specimen  of  the  state  of  the  labourers  throughout  the  Ampthill 
Union? — As  regards  the  earnings  of  the  families,  1  should  say  they  were  in  a 
superior  situation  to  many  of  the  parishes  in  the  union  ;  but,  as  regards  the  earn- 
ings of  the  men,  inferior. 

9972.  Can  you  form  any  idea  in  your  mind  whether,  taking  the  same  number  of 
labourers  in  another  parish,  the  income  of  the  labourer  and  the  family  together 
would  be  greater  or  less  than  in  Westoning? — Inasmuch  as  in  other  parishes  men 
would  be  more  extensively  em()loyed  by  the  great;  the  employment  given  in  the 
other  parishes  might  yield  a  greater  income. 

9973.  Do  the  men  employed  by  the  great  in  nearly  all  the  parishes  obtain  higher 
wages  than  those  employed  in  day-work  ? — Certainly. 

9974.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  two  ? — So  much  depends  upon  the 
physical  strength  of  the  man,  or  his  skill. 

9975.  But  you,  being  a  practical  man,  must  know  the  difference  that  is  generally 
made  between  the  two  descriptions  of  work? — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  man 
will  earn  more  by  2*.  or  3s.  a  week  in  task-work. 

9976.  On  the  average  ? — T should  say  take  it  at  2*.  6  d.  more  on  the  average. 

9977.  That  is  if  a  man  was  getting  gs.  a  week  by  tiic  day,  he  would  be  able  to 
get  ii  s.  6d.  by  task-work  ? — I  will  lake  the  most  recent  that  has  been  done  in  the 
country  lately:  a  man  setting  beans  by  the  day  would  be  paid  perhaps  1  s.  6  d.,  but 
setting  them  by  the  bushel,  which  is  the  practice  in  Westoning,  lie  would  set  a  bushel 
and  a  half  in  the  day,  which  would  yield  him  2*.  ^d.,  the  difference  would 
he  gd. 

9978.  Is  it  the  practice  of  the  labourers  to  get  an  increased  income  of  2*.  6  d. 
a  week  on  being  employed  on  task-work  as  compared  with  the  wages  they  receive 
weekly  ? — They  get  that  generally  I  imagine  w  hen  they  are  employed  at  task- 
work, but  I  would  venture  to  say  that  3  s.  might  be  taken  as  the  average. 

9979.  Then  a  labourer  employed  at  9*.  a  week,  put  on  task-work,  would  be 
able  to  obtain  12*.  a  week? — 1  should  say  so,  if  he  was  industrious. 

9980.  Mr.  Wa/lier.]  Is  that  task-work  pretty  regular?  — It  varies  in  different 
parishes. 

9981.  How  many  weeks  in  the  ,52  weeks  of  the  year  may  that  be  depended  upon 
by  the  labourer  ? — It  is  dilhcult  to  say,  the  practice  varies  in  different  parishes, 
according  to  the  will  of  the  farmers  or  the  inclination  of  the  men. 

9982.  Would  your  experience  lead  you  to  think  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  year  may  be  employed  in  task-work  ? — A  large  portion  ;  there  is  the  thrashing 
in  the  winter,   and  bean-setting  in    the  spring,  turnip-hoeing  in  the  summer,    and 


mowing. 


9983.  Can  you  state  the  average  amount  of  weeks  in  w  hich  the  labourers  can 
obtain  task-work  ? — I  should  think  rather  better  than  a  third  of  a  year. 

9984.  Chairman.^  Is  task-work  more  given  now  than  it  used  to  be  ? — I  think 
much  the  same  ;  I  do  not  observe  any  variation. 

998.5.  You  do  not  observe  that  the  farmers  are  more  in  the  habit  of  employing 
labourers  in  task-work  than  formerly  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  that  tlicv  are  more, 
but  my  experience  is  very  limited  ;  I  farmed  myself  considerably  some  years 
back. 

380.  D  9986.  Do 
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G.^rearce,  Esq.         9986.  Do  you  farm  now  ? — On  a  small  scale,  150  acres. 

9987.  Mr.  So'ope.]   Have  you  formed  any  general  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of 

10  May  1838.  the  substitution  of  the  new  for  the  old  law  u|)on  the  physical  condition  of  the 
labourers  in  your  neighbourhood  ? — I  should  say  that  there  is  a  general  improve- 
ment in  that  respect ;  they  look  well,  healthy  ;  I  should  say  their  food  is  improved, 
as  far  as  I  can  judge. 

9988.  So  that,  in  spite  of  the  very  great  loss  that  they  have  sustained  of  the 
income  they  derived  from  the  parish  under  the  old  system,  they  arc  still  not 
deteriorated  in  physical  comfort  ? — On  the  contrary,  improved. 

9989.  And  that  improvement  is  to  be  added  to  the  great  improvement  you 
have  already  observed  to  have  taken  place  in  their  moral  character  and  habits? — 
It  is  ;  in  the  parish  churches  of  the  district,  I  would  say  Westoning  and  Harlington, 
which  adjoin,  you  never  see  the  people  come  ragged  to  church  or  looking  in  a 
miserable  condition,  as  they  were  formerly  ;  they  are  certainly  better  in  appearance  ; 
they  are  more  industrious,  and  are  better  conducted  ;  there  is  less  intoxication, 
and  they  are  better  labourers,  more  anxious  to  obtain  work. 

9g90.  So  that  you  would  consider  that  a  real  friend  of  the  poor  and  the 
labouring  classes  has  great  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  alteration  of  the  system  that 
has  taken  place  ? — Every  farmer  that  I  have  spoken  to  about  it  has  spoken  of  the 
change  witli  gratitude. 

9991.  Is  that  the  feeling  of  the  clergymen  and  other  persons  who  are  inde- 
pendent of  labour? — I  cannot  call  to  mind  an  exception. 

9992.  Chairman.']  Is  it  your  ow  n  opinion,  very  strongly  ? — Decidedly. 

9993.  In  the  course  of  your  experience  in  carrying  this  law  into  execution,  has 
any  tiling  occurred  to  you  which  you  can  suggest  as  an  improvement  in  the  law? 
— I  think  it  very  desirable  that  the  guardian  representing  a  parish  should  have 
equal  power  vvith  the  overseer,  to  give  relief  in  cases  of  emergency,  such  relief  to 
be  reported  in  like  manner  as  that  given  by  the  overseer,  to  the  hoard,  and  subject 
to  the  same  limitation.  I  have  found,  in  my  experience,  that  the  overseers  fre- 
quently neglect  their  dutv,  and  do  not  know  their  duty  ;  and  even  with  a  know- 
ledge of  it  they  will  not  act  up  to  it,  and  many  of  the  poor  suffer  in  consequence, 
and  many  overseers  refuse  even  to  act  under  the  board  of  guardians ;  they 
do  not  like  to  be  subject  to  the  board  of  guardians. 
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Appendix,  No.  1. 

LIST  of  Aged  and  Infirm  Persons  who  have  had  their  Weekly  Allowances  increased  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Ampthiil  Union  up  to  :J1  December  18:J7. 


Appendix,  No.  i. 


I- ROM 

To 

1  ROM 

to 

^ » 

V— ' 

^ — 

f 

^ , / 

Amptiiii-i.  : 

S. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

HOL'OIITON  : 

s. 

d. 

s.   '  d. 

Jones,  Alice    - 

1 

G 

2 

— 

Grummett,  William 

4 

- 

0     — 

Ansell,  Jane   - 

1 

G 

2 

- 

LiDLINGTON  : 

Clophill: 

Lander,  John  - 

•2 

- 

3      - 

Iline,  Jane 

3 

_ 

2 

6 

Taylor,  William       - 

2 

- 

2      6 

Bedford,  Susan 

2 

- 

2 

6 

Higgins,  Hawick     - 

2 

- 

2      6 

Bosworth,  Mary 

1 

— 

1 

r, 

Devereaux,  Levi 

2 

- 

2      G 

Parrel  1,  Mary 

2 

— 

2 

6 

Turner,  William 

1 

G 

2     - 

Piirrell,  Sarah 
Groom,  Mary 
Clark,  Sarah  - 
Tingey,  John  - 
Clare,  Richard 

2 
2 

2 
2 

2 

- 

2 
2 

2 
2 

0 

« 
6 
0 

Marston  : 

Denton,  Fanny 
Smith,  Thomas 
V^alentine,  Joseph    - 
French,  Thomas 

2 

4 

2 

9 

1  !) 

2  G 
5      — 
4     - 

Crankield  : 
Capel,  Sarah  - 
Odell,  Susan  - 
Harrison,  William   - 

1 
2 
2 

9 

2 
2 

3 

6 
(> 
6 

MaU LDEN  : 

Worker,  John 
Charles,  John 
Sibley,  Michael 

2 
2 

2 

G 

2      G 
4     - 
2      G 

Flit  WICK  : 

Smith,  Samuel 

2 

- 

2      G 

Beale,   Ann   - 

2 

_ 

2 

6 

Smith,  Ann     - 

2 

_ 

2      6 

Groom,  Rebecca     - 

2 

_ 

c> 

G 

Shotbolt,  Sarah 

2 

_ 

2      G 

Graveniiurst  : 

Mossman,  Elizabeth 

2 

- 

2      G 

Ray,  Ann 

1 

6 

2 

_ 

Shitlington  : 

Hawnes  : 
Bass,  George 
Odell,  George 
Clark,  Thomas 

Francis,  Susan 

1 

— 

2      _ 

4 
3 

2 

- 

.■) 
4 
4 

- 

Hare,  Elizabeth 
Jenkins,  William     - 
Clark,  Mary    - 

tilb. bread 
3     - 
1      - 

1  U 
5     - 

2  - 

Walkt'r,  Mary 

2 

-- 

2 

6 

Westoning  : 

Parrish,  Eliza 

2 

^ 

2 

6 

Higgs,  Joseph 

1 

G 

2      G 

From  the  original  Pauper  Application-book  of  the  Union. 


FROM  the  Chairman's  Minute-book  of  regular  Paipers. 


Amptiiii.l  : 

Flecknoe,  Margaret 
Ansell,  Jane    - 
Jones,  Alice    - 
Wilson,  Sarah 
Marks,  Robert 

Clophill : 

Willison,  Thomas    - 
Webb,  John    - 

Chanfield: 
Beard,  William 
Cox,  Ann 
Johnson,  Susan 
Page,  Mary    - 
Paine,  Thomas 
Sinfield,  Mary 
Bartram,  Robert 
Maddock,  William  - 
Norton,  Sarah 
Stapleton,  Rebecca 
White,  Francis 
Fountain,  Sarah 
Walters,  Kezial 
Watson,  Mary 


0.48. 


FROM 


d. 

G 


s. 
1 

2 
2 
2 
3 


3  6 
2  - 

4  6 
2  3 


2  3 

2  3 

-  6 

4  - 


1  3 

1  - 

3  - 

1  9 

2  3 
1  6 


TO 


d. 

G 
G 


4     - 

2      G 


5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2     _ 

2     - 

4     - 

2  - 

3  - 
2     G 


Craxfield — continued. 
Johnson,  Mary 
Odell,  Susan  - 
Odell,  Elizabeth       - 
Ames,  Henry 
Robinson,  Elizabeth 

Flitton  : 

Pettitt,  Charlotte     - 

Flitwick  : 

Holmes,  William     - 
IJillington,  Mary 

CiRavenhi'rst: 
Simms,  William 

Hawkf.s: 

Barrett,  Hannah 
Roberts,  Thomas     - 
Clark,  Thomas 
Odell,  George 
Warren,  Edmund    - 
^^  ard,  George 

HlGHAM  : 

Woodward,  Saniuel 


from 


1  G 

2  G 
0  _ 

3  G 


0 
2 
4 
4 

4 


to 


3  - 

3  - 

5  - 

2  6 


3  - 
2  6 

4  - 

2  6 

4  - 

5  - 
5  - 
5  - 
2  G 


5     - 

(continued.) 
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FROM  tlie  Chairman's  Mini;te-uook  oi'rc<4uliir  Paupers — continued. 


Houghton  : 
Finch,  John    - 
Ehner,  Elizabeth 
Sharp,  Mary  - 

LlDLINCTO.N   : 

Potter,  Joliii  - 
Hobbs,  Jolin  - 
Heniiuin,  Miiry 
Morris,  Saruii 
"Waller,  Mary 
Capon,  John  - 
Turner,  William 
Ashton,  Sarah 
Goodwin,  Thomas   - 

Marston  : 

Denton,  Fanny 
Forfiet,  Jane  - 
Richardson,  Thomas 
Spcndelow,  John     - 
Warner,  Mary 
Varr,  John 
Knight,  John 
3'Iarriott,  Elizabeth 
Perkins,  John 

Maulden  : 
Haines,  Mary 
Sinfield,  Elizabeth  - 
Edmonds,  F^lizabeth 
Northwood,  Elizabeth 


FROM 


6 


4      - 


2     — 
2      f) 


TO 


s. 
3 
1 


2  (I 

3  - 
d  — 
'1  r, 


2      (i 


3  - 

2  (i 

3  - 
0  - 


2  6 

2  0 

5  - 

2  (5 


Maulden — continued. 

Solsbnry,  Peter 
Haines,  Mary 

Mh.brook  : 

Pepper,  William 
Fox,  Elizabeth 

PuLLoxniLL : 
Ward,  Mary   - 
Rutland,  William    - 
Potter,  Ann    - 
Rowell,  Benjamin    - 
Bosworth,  Elizabeth 

SlIITLINGTON  : 

Cobb,  William 

Ditto 
J'iint,  John 
lli])grave,  William  - 
Twydell,  Ann 
Jepp,  Sarah    - 

Steppingley: 

Cook,  William 
Farmer,  John 
Line,  Elizabeth 
Scott,  William 

Westoning  : 
East,  Daniel   - 
Higgs,  Joseph 
Lingar,  Mary 
Ditto 


2     (i 


1  - 

2  C 
2     6 


1  6 
3  - 
3  - 

2  G 
1  - 

1  <j 

3  - 

2  () 
1  (J 

3  (J 


2      G 

2  3 

3  - 


TO 


d. 


Total  12!)  instances  of  raising  the  allowances  of  aged  and  infirm  paupers,  cxcl 
those  placed  on  an  original  allowance  by  the  board  of  guardians. 


3  a 

2  G 

2  G 

2  G 

3  - 
3  - 

2  G 

3  - 

4  - 

5  - 

3  - 

1  (J 

2  G 

4  - 

3  - 

2  _ 

5  - 

G  - 

3  G 

3  - 

4  - 
usive  of 
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LIST  of  Clubs 

established  in 

Parishes  within  the  Ampti 

'lill  Union. 

Whether  Benefit 

Number  of 

Tl     1     T^    T   C>    f  T 

or 

When  Established. 

Members. 

PARISH. 

Medical  Club. 

Ampthill 

. 

Benefit 

Many  years - 

83 

1 

Ditto 

- 

ditto 

183G 

35 

Ditto 

- 

ditto 

1837 

40 

Under  the  medical 

Maidden 

- 

ditto 

183.') 

27 

»  superintendence     of 
Mr.  Hamilton, 

Ditto 

- 

ditto 

183G 

75 

Ditto 

- 

ditto 

1837 

25 

Houghton 

. 

ditto 

1835 

50 

Steppingley  - 

- 

Medical      - 

A  large  one  fc 

arming. 

Cranfield 

- 

Benefit 

March  1834- 

49 

Marston 
Lidlington     - 

: 

ditto 
ditto 

183G 
183G 

140 
95 

,  Mr.  Bull. 

Ditto 

- 

ditto 

1837 

40 

In   the  above  three  p 
rishes 

a-l 

Medical 

since  1833  - 

J      600 
\^  upwards. 

Ampthill 

. 

Benefit 

1835 

60 

- 

Maulden 

- 

ditto 

many  years  - 

94 

3  clubs 

Silsoe    -         -         - 

. 

ditto 

ditto 

68 

2  ditto 

. 

Ditto 

- 

ditto 

2  years 

22 

- 

Flitton  - 

. 

ditto 

many  years  - 

12 

- 

Pulloxhill      - 

- 

ditto 

ditto 

106 

2  clubs 

Mr. 

Greenfield,  a    hamlet 
Flitton 

ofl 

-J 

ditto 

1 1  years 

23 

- 

Chapman. 

Westoning     - 

ditto 

Ij  years 

55 

- 

Flitwick 

- 

ditto 

1  year 

37 

- 

Steppingley  - 

- 

ditto 

2  years 

50 

- 

In  the  above  parishes 

- 

Medical      - 

2  years 

300 

- 

. 

Shitlington  District 

- 

-         -         - 

no  account. 

^ 

774  men  entered  benefit  clubs  since  Poor  Law  Amendment  Actj  900  medical  clubs. 
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Appendix,  No.  3, 


Earnings  of  Children  of  various  Ages,  employed  in  Straw-Plait,  Nine   Hours   in     Appendix,  No.  3. 
the  Summer,  from  Eiglit  to  Six  o'clock  ;  loss  one  Hour  for  Dinner.  


s.    d. 

«.    d. 

s. 

d. 

Cliild,    8  years 

-     3  score,  at     -     6 

straws  deducted. 

-     3     - 

■    1 

3 

Ditto,  1(1  ditto 

-     5  ditto      -     -     8 

ditto      -    -     - 

-     7     ■ 

-     2 

9 

Ditto,  12  ditto 

-     G  ditto      -    -     9 

ditto      -     -     - 

1      - 

-     3 

9 

Ditto,  15  ditto 

-     G  ditto       -     -  10 

ditto      -    -    - 

1      - 

-     4 

- 

Children  of  the  last  stated  age  may  earn  considerably  more,  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  plait  and  proficiency  of  the  child. 

Winter  Work,  Eight  Hours. 

«.  d. 

Child,     8  years,  value  of  work  reduced  to     1  2 

Ditto,  10  ditto,      -     ditto         -         -         -     2  7 

Ditto,  12  ditto,      -     ditto         -         -         -     3  6 

Ditto,  15  ditto,       -     ditto         -         -         -     3  8 

The  above  statement  gives  the  estimated  earnings  of  children  in  the  workhouse  at 
Woburn,  deducting  therefrom  the  time  they  are  engaged  with  the  schoolmaster,  say  tliree 
hours  in  the  day,  and  their  occasionally  walking  out  for  recreation. 

Plait  trade  in  1832,  bad. 

Ditto         -      1833,  a  shade  better. 

Ditto         -     1838,  improved,  as  compared  with  the  years  1832  and  1833. 

(signed)        Jos''  Cook, 
Master  of  the  Woburn  Workhouse. 


380. 


THIRTIETH  REPORT 


FROM 


SELIiCT  COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH    TllK 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE, 

AND  APPENDIX. 


Orikral,  by  Tlie  House  of  Coimiious,  (i)  be  VrinUd, 
lO  Mny  1838. 


380. 


THIRTY-FIRST 


REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH  THE 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
15  May  1838. 


390- 


[     ii     ] 


Luna,  27°  die  Novevibris,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Ck)mmissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope,  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Barneby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Febniarii,  1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.  iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.    1 


[  iii  ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Re2:ulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Lam' 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 


TT  AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


15  May  1838. 


39°- 


[     iv     ] 


WITNESS. 


Mr.  John  Marshall. 


[  1  ] 


MINUTES     OF     EVIDENCE. 


Martis,  I  ^j"  die  Mali,  1838. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Bariieby. 
Mr.  I'ielden. 
Mv.  Freslifield. 
Mr.  Hodges. 
Mr.  Lan^dale. 


Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Miles. 
Mr.  Scrope. 
Mr.  Wakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


o 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Jo/in  Marshall,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

9094.  Mr.  FiddenJ]  YOU  have  been  relieving  officer  for  some  part  of  the  union  Mr.  John  Mars  hall, 

of  Ampthill  ever  since   the  formation  of  that  union? — Not  quite;  the   union  was  ■ 

formed  in  April,  and  I  became  reUeving  officer  in  July  1S35.  15  Ma}  1838. 

9995.  Had  you  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  administration  of  parochial  affairs 
before  you  became  relieving  officer  of  that  union  r — No,  I  never  had. 

9996.  How  long  had  you  resided  in  Mary-le-bone  ? — Three  years. 

99<)7.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  ? — I  occa- 
sionally went,  as  a  parishioner,  to  the  vestry,  but  very  little. 

9998.  You  took  no  part  in  the  administration  of  relief.' — Not  at  all. 

0999.  You  gave  the  Committee,  on  a  former  day,  an  account  of  your  progress 
through  the  different  parishes,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  poor? — I  did. 

10000.  And  you  stated  tiie  time  occupied  in  that  pursuit;  did  you  state  the  dis- 
tances from  place  to  place  ? — I  was  not  asked  the  distances  ;  and  if  I  had  been 
asked,  perhaps  I  could  not  state  them  correctly. 

10001.  You  commence  at  Houghton,  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  Friday  morning, 
and  from  Houghton  you  go  to  Hawnes;  what  is  the  distance  between  Houghton 
and  Hawnes? — I  should  say  three  miles. 

10002.  Can  you  state  the  distance  between  Hawnes  and  Clophill  ? — I  should 
think  not  a  great  deal  more  than  two  miles. 

10003.  ^^hat  is  the  distance  from  Clophill  to  Gravenhurst? — About  three 
miles. 

10004.  From  Gravenhurst  to  Shiilington  T — Two  miles. 

10005.  From  Shitlington  to  Higham  Gobion,  what  is  the  distance?— About  a 
mile  and  a  half,  or  two  miles. 

10006.  From  Higham  Gobion  to  Silsoe,  what  is  the  distance? — Two  miles  more. 

10007.  From  Silsoe  to  Maukicn,  what  is  the  distance? — Two  miles  and  a  half. 

10008.  What  is  the  distance  from  Maulden  to  Ampthill? — One  mile. 

10009.  What  is  the  distance  from  Ampthill  to  Lidlington  ? — Three  miles  and  a 
half,  by  the  road. 

10010.  And  from  Lidlington  to  Marston? — Two  miles. 

10011.  From  Marston  to  Cranfield  ? — That  is,  I  should  think,  three  miles  by  the 
road  ;  but  there  is  a  nearer  way  to  go  to  it  by  the  footpath. 

I  ooi  2.  From  Cranfield  to  Milbrook  ? — That  is  back  again  on  the  road  to  Ampt- 
hill ;  that  is  six  miles  nearly. 

10013.  From  Milbrook  to  Ampthill? — That  is  a  mile. 

10014.  Wl)at  is  the  distance  from  Am[)thill  to  Fliiton  ? — Two  miles ;  or  tv\o 
and  a  half,  I  should  say. 

10015.  From  Flitton  to  PuUoxhill? — About  a  mile. 
lOOU).   From  Fulloxhill  lu  Westoning  ? — Four  miles, 

10017.  Westoning  to  Flitwick? — One  mile. 

10018.  And  from  Flitwick  to  Steppinglcy  ? — T«o  miles. 

390.  A  10019.  ^^^hat 


2        MINUTKS  OF  EVIDEXCK  BEFOKE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

MT.JohiiMcirsha/i.       1 001 Q.  What  is  the  distance  of  Step|)inglcy  from  Amptliill  ? — A  mile  and  a  half. 

10O2O.  How  do  you  travel,  when  you  take  those  rounds? — Sometimes  on  horse- 

J5  May  1838.      back,  and  sometimes  in  a  jiig. 

1  ooj  I .  Wliiit  is  the  method  wiiicii  you  adopt  of  paying  the  poor  ;  in  money  you 
take  witli  you,  or  in  kind  ? — Both  in  money  I  take  with  me,  and  in  tickets  for  bread; 
so  tiiat  1  write  the  tickets  there,  or,  in  permanent  cases,  I  take  the  tickets  ready 
written  ;  those  that  I  have  to  |)ay  there,  I  give  them  a  ticket  for  bread,  and  the 
baker  comes  round  after,  and  serves  them  with  the  bread,  according  to  the  ticket 
they  may  have. 

ioo.2'2.  Then  the  ticket  is  in  lieu  of  money;  you  do  not  pay  them  in  money, 
but  pay  in  tickets?-— If  it  is  an  able-bodied  person,  under  60  years  of  age,  they 
are  to  have  half  in  kind;  that  is,  if  it  is  35.,  I  give  them  is.  Od.  in  money  and  a 
ticket  for  i.v.  Gd.  ;  it  may  not  be  that  the  bread  they  receive  amounts  to  \  s.  6<l. ; 
in  tliat  case  the  baker  gives  them  the  change,  not  exceeding  one  halfpenny  in  1  .v., 
but  if  the  bread  is  beyond  I'uL  a  loaf,  they  pay  the  difference,  two  or  three  half- 
pence, whatever  it  may  be. 

10023.  Those  poor  people  purchase  the  bread  from  the  baker  in  consequence 
of  having  received  that  ticket? — Yes. 

10024.  r^t)  ihcv  pay  for  it  in  money? — No,  I  |)ay  for  it;  the  baker  comes  to 
me  afterwards,  and  brings  the  tickets  ;  I  pay  him  and  produce  those  tickets  at  the 
board. 

10025.  Do  they  receive  a  \yd\t  of  the  payment  in  money  ? — Yes. 

100:2(5.   What  do  they  do  with  that  ? — They  lay  that  out  at  their  own  option. 

10027.  Can  they  lay  that  out  to  |)urchase  bread? — I  am  not  aware;  I  should 
suppose  the  baker  woultl  have  no  objection  to  sell  to  them  any  further  bread  they 
might  require. 

10028.  Are  you  always  at  those  diflerent  places  at  the  hour  which  you  have 
stated  in  the  evidence  you  have  given? — That  will  depend  upon  circumstances; 
as  a  general  rule  I  should  say  yes,  but  in  the  event  of  applications  being  made  in 
parishes,  it  takes  me  some  time  to  record  those  applications,  and  that  may  delay 
me  some  quarter  of  an  hour  or  more,  but  I  always  start  from  home  at  the  same 
time  precisely  ;  if  tiiere  is  any  delay  it  will  be  in  consequence  of  applications 
received  in  parishes  that  I  go  through,  and  which  are  not  very  numerous. 

1002().  Is  an  hour  appointed  I'or  the  poor  10  meet  you  at  those  different  places  ? 
— Y'es. 

10030.  And  that  is  always  to  be  the  same  time? — Yes  ;  if  there  is  any  altera- 
tion I  always  let  them  know  the  week  before  ;  it  happens  sometimes,  if  I  have 
any  thing  particular  to  do,  but  if  I  do  not  go  round  on  the  day  specified,  I 
invariably  let  them  know  the  week  before.  In  the  winter  time  I  start  an  hour 
later  in  the  morning,  and  therefore  it  makes  me  an  hour  later  all  day. 

10031.  Do  the  poor  people  suffer  any  inconvenience  from  your  being  later  than 
the  hour  appointed? — I  should  think  not. 

10032.  You  have  stated  that  at  some  places  they  have  to  receive  their  relief  in 
the  streets,  and  in  others  in  the  porches  of  the  churches  ? — Yes,  I  have;  but  in 
those  places  where  I  pay  in  the  streets  the  village  is  very  small,  and  none  of  them 
ever  come  out  of  their  houses  till  they  see  me  make  my  appearance  in  the  village, 
wet  or  dry  ;  and  in  those  i)luccs  where  I  pay  in  the  church-porch  they  have  a 
shelter,  if  they  should  happen  to  be  there  five  minutes  before. 

10033.  Do  the  poor  that  yuu  relieve,  then,  all  live  in  the  villages  to  which  j-ou 
go? — Tliey  all  live  in  the  villages  where  I  relieve  them,  whether  tfiey  belong  there 
or  not;  they  may  belong  to  other  parishes,  but  they  live  in  that  village. 

10034.  Are  there  no  cottages  except  in  the  villages  in  those  different  parishes? 
— Yes,  but  I  do  not  call  at  peo[)le's  cottages  to  pay  them  ;  they  come  to  one  spot 
for  it. 

1003.5.  Have  they  not  a  distance  to  come  to  the  villages  where  you  pay  them? 
— Not  much  ;  very  little. 

10036.  In  none  of  those  parishes  ? — In  none  of  them.  In  Shitlington  and  Cran- 
field,  those  large  parishes,  none  would  have  more  than  a  mile  to  come,  or  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  ;   and  very  few  any  distance  at  all,  scarcely. 

10037.  If  they  have  a  mile  and  a  quarter  to  come,  is  it  not  very  inconvenient  for 
them  to  wait  for  your  arrival  beyond  the  time  that  vou  usually  are  there  ? — I  have 
never  heard  any  murmuring  on  that  score  ;  if  it  is  inconvenient  to  them,  if  they  are 
ill  and  cannot  come,  I  never  object  to  send  their  money  by  a  neighbour,  provided  I 
am  satisfied  that  they  have  been  sent  for  it. 

10038.  Then 
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10038.  Then  youdo  sometimes  pay  those  people  Mithout  seeing  them  tliemselves?  1>U.  John  Marshall 

— I  do,  sometimes;  beeause  there  are  some  peojjle  too  infirm  to  walk  any  consider.        

able  distance,  and  I  do  not  see  them,  perhaps,  every  time,  unless  the  weather  is  fine.       15  May  1838. 

10039.  You  have  stated  that  some  of  the  places  are  unfit  which  you  make  use  of 
for  the  payment  of  the  poor  in  tliose  dilferent  parishes  ;  have  you  ever  represented 
to  the  board  those  cases  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

10040.  Have  they  ever  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  board,  that  you  are 
aware  of? — They  have,  I  believe,  been  taken  into  consideration  ;  but  the  necessary 
steps  have  not  been  adopted  to  procure  fit  places  for  me  10  pay  in. 

10041.  Do  you  know  the  nun)btr  of  poor  that  you  relieve  in  those  different 
parishes  collectively  ? — I  have  stated  the  numbers  in  each  parish. 

10042.  Has  the  number  been  pretty  much  the  san)e  ever  since  you  commenced 
your  duty  of  rolicvinj^r  officer? — No;  I  took  that  as  tlie  average  number  in  the 
middle  of  1 837  ;  it  was  the  relief  list  of  1 837  that  I  looked  to  ;  when  I  spoke  of  the 
average  number,  that  would  be  the  average  number  of  the  year,  I  should  suppose, 
taking  the  middle  cf  the  year. 

10043.  Then,  the  estimate  of  the  number  which  you  have  given  in  was  made 
up  in  the  middle  of  1 837  ? — Yes,  it  was. 

10044.  ■^^'"c  there  more  now  than  there  were  then,  or  fewer,  in  those  parishes? 
— I  think  about  the  same  number,  perhaps  fewer. 

10045.  Were  there  any  increased  number  of  applications  during  the  late  frost 
and  storm? — Not  as  compared  with  other  winters;  tiicre  always  are  more  applica- 
tions in  the  winter  than  in  the  summer. 

10040.  As  compared  with  the  period  when  you  made  the  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber you  have  given  in,  were  there  more  or  fewer  r — There  were  more  applications. 

10047.  During  the  storm  there  were  more? — Yes. 

10048.  Did  not  that  make  it  necessary  that  you  should  have  more  time  to 
relieve  those  people? — If  they  were  ordered  relief,  it  required  more  tiuie  on  those 
occasions  ;  when  the  day  is  short,  I  usually  make  as  much  haste  as  I  can  round,  in 
order  not  to  be  out  after  dark. 

10049.  What  takes  place  when  you  and  the  poor  people  meet  individually ; 
have  you  any  thing  to  say  to  them,  or  they  any  thing  to  say  to  you- — No,  I  have 
nothing  to  say  to  them  beyond  calling  their  names,  and  giving  them  their  money ; 
1  know  what  they  have  to  receive  ;  if  they  have  any  thing  to  say  to  me  they  say  it, 
and  1  give  them  an  answer. 

10050.  It  does  not  appear  that  you  have  much  time  to  enter  into  conversation 
with  them  at  all,  from  the  statement  which  you  have  given  in  of  the  lime  occupied 
in  eacii  parish? — I  have  sufficient  time  to  enter  into  all  the  conversation  that  I 
require  to  enter  into  with  them. 

10051.  Are  you  aware  of  the  number  of  seconds  that  you  have  allotted  to  each 
individual  case  on  the  average? — No,  I  have  never  thought  of  sucii  a  thing;  I  do 
not  enter  into  those  minute  calculations  ;  I  am  always  prepared,  night  or  day,  to 
give  an  answer  to  every  applicant  that  comes  to  me,  and  to  enter  into  conversation 
as  long  as  may  be  necessary. 

10052.  That  is  at  your  residence  at  Ampthill? — Or  anywhere  else;  if  it  were 
necessary,  I  would  stop  in  a  parish  till  12  o'clock  at  night,  but  it  has  never  been 
necessary  yet ;  I  am  not  bound  to  get  home  at  a  certain  hour. 

10053.  Have  you  ever  found  it  necessary  to  stop  an  hour  or  two  hours  beyond 
the  time  you  have  allotted  ? — No  ;  it  could  never  take  me  two  hours  in  any  case 
of  any  description,  because,  if  I  find  a  case  troublesome,  I  give  it  in  charge  to 
the  overseer  till  arrangements  can  be  made  for  it. 

10054.  What  do  you  mean  by  "give  it  in  charge  to  the  overseer " ? — If,  for 
instance,  sickness  were  to  occur,  I  would  give  the  overseer  an  order  to  purchase 
such  things  as  might  be  required  as  somi  as  the  doctor  came,  if  the  doctor  ordered 
relief  to  be  administered  in  kind. 

10055.  Does  the  overseer  meet  you  at  the  place  where  you  pay  the  poor? — 
Not  often,  but  if  I  want  him  I  know  where  to  find  him  generally,  unless  he  hap- 
pens to  be  out  of  the  way  ;  and  there  are  four  parish  officers ;  I  can  always  find 
one  of  them. 

10056.  In  your  next  round,  when  you  iuul  not  a  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  applicant,  would  you  immediately  go  to  the  overseer? — No. 

10057.  W'hat  would  you  do? — I  should  take  the  case,  and  if  I  considered  it 
needful  that  the.case  should  be  immediately  relieved,  if  I  considered  the  case  to 
be  one  of  urgent  necessity,  I  should  relieve  it ;  if  not,  I  should  take  down  the 
application  and  lay  it  before  the  board. 

390.  A  2  10058.  M'hat 
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lilr.Johnlilarskill.       10058.  What  casc  would  you  lay  before  the   overseer? — A  case  of  illness,  or 

an  accident:,  where  tlicy  a|)|)earL'(l  to  be  in  want  ;   I  would  tell  liiin,  if  the   doctor 

15  May  1838.      ordered  any  thing,  immediately  to  furnish  it,  and  to  give  me  the  bill,  and  1  sliould 
lay  tlie  bill  before  the  board. 

"10059.  Then,  has  it  been  your  practice  to  instruct  the  overseers  to  relieve  the 
poor  wliere  they  are  in  a  state  of  want  r — Yes. 

10060.  In  the  diflerent  parishes  you  have  pursued  that  course? — Whenever  I 
have  had  occasion  to  do  so  I  have. 

10061.  Have  the  overseers  followed  your  instructions? — They  have,  generally. 

10062.  Can  you  mention  any  cases  where  the  overseers  have  attended  to  yonr 
instructions  to  relieve  the  poor  ? — That  would  take  some  time;  but  I  could  men- 
tion several  cases  in  Rlarston,  Shillington  and  Cranfield,  and  in  all  other  parishes 
that  may  retiuire  it,  except  in  the  parish  of  Anipthill,  where  I  reside  ;  there  I 
never  trouble  the  overseer. 

10063.  Then  the  overseer  takes  a  part  in  relieving  the  poor  in  those  ditlerent 
parishes,  as  well  as  yourself? — Yes. 

10064.  That  is  the  practice  that  prevails,  is  it? — It  is;  he  is  bound  to  do  so 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

10065.  Whether  bound  or  not  bound,  is  that  the  practice? — That  is  the  prac- 
tice, as  far  as  I  have  understood  it. 

10066.  And  in  no  case  where  the  overseer  gives  relief  does  lie  find  any  difliculty 
in  obtaining  a  reimbursement  of  the  sum  which  he  has  given  in  relief? — No,  not  if 
it  is  legal. 

10067.  What  is  it  that  makes  it  legal  or  illegal? — If  it  is  given  in  opposition  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  of  course  it  is  illegal  j  if  it  is  given  in  accordance  with  the 
Act,  it  is  legal. 

10068.  Have  you  not  some  overseers  in  your  union  who  can  neither  read  nor 
write  ? — Yes. 

10069.  1^^6"  ^'^^y  ^'■^  "Ot  able  to  know  what  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  ? — Tlicy 
are  not. 

10070.  How  do  they  come  at  the  knowledge  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  in  order 
to  know  what  they  should  do  ? — That  I  cannot  tell ;  it  is  their  business  to  know 
their  duty,  which  they  arc  appointed  to  do. 

10071.  But  you  do  know  that  they  are  in  the  habit  constantly  of  giving  relief  to 
the  poor  in  the  diflerent  parishes,  as  well  as  yourself? — Yes,  1  do  know  that. 

10072.  You  would  have  no  difficulty  in  bringing  forward  a  great  many  cases 
,             w  here  the  overseers  have  relieved  the  poor  ? — Certainly. 

10073.  Inconsequence  of  instructions  received  from  you? — I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther in  consequence  of  instructions  received  from  mo,  or  from  a  knowledge  of  their 
own  duty  ;  but  I  can  bring  forward  cases  in  which  they  have  relieved  the  poor. 

10074.  ^l""'  Walilet/.]  Have  you  ever  complained  of  any  relief  Avhich  the  over- 
seers have  given  in  any  instance-? — No,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have. 

10075.  ^re  you  quite  sure? — No,  I  am  not  quite  sure;  but  I  do  not  remember 
that  ever  I  did. 

10076.  Will  you  undertake  to  say  that  you  have  never  complained  of  any  relief 
that  the  overseers  have  given? — No,  I  would  not  undertake  that;  if  the  relief  has 
been  legal,  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  I  have  never  complained. 

10077.  In  what  cases  have  you  had  reason  to  imagine  that  they  have  admi- 
nistered relief  illegally  ?— I  only  know  the  case  in  Steppingley,  and  that  has  been 
told  me:  a  man  of  the  name  of  Farmer  applied  to  an  overseer  for  relief,  and  he 
gave  him  2s. ;  and  on  that  case  being  mentioned  to  me  by  the  overseer,  I  said  that 
he  must  pay  out  of  his  own  pocket.  1  am  not  aware  that  that  was  the  case,  or  that 
it  was  mentioned  to  me  by  the  overseer;  but  if  it  was,  that  would  have  been  the 
answer  I  should  give,kbecause,  in  the  first,  place,  the  man  was  living  out  of  the 
union,  and  in  the  next  place,  the  overseer  relieved  him  in  money,  and  not  in  kind, 
which  he  had  no  authority  to  do. 

10078.  Do  you  know  under  what  authority  he  relieved  him  ? — No;  the  man  was 
a  bricklayer,  and  whether  he  was  out  of  work  or  sick  I  am  not  aware ;  but  if  he 
was  able  to  come  for  relief,  it  could  not  be  a  case  of  such  urgent  necessity. 

1 0070.  Was  it  to  the  man,  or  some  member  of  the  family,  that  relief  was  given  ? 
— I  do  not  remember  the  casc  being  mentioned  to  me;  the  wife  says  that  the  case 
was  mentioned  to  me  ;  if  it  was,  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

10080.  Did  you  report  that  casc  to  the  board  ?— I  do  not  believe  that  the  case 
was  ever  mentioned  to  me  at  all ;  and  if  it  had  been  I  should  not  have  reported  it 
to  the  board. 

10081.  Mr. 
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10081.  Mr.  Ficldc'/i.]  According  to  the  time  wliich  you  have  given  in  as  being  Mr.  John  Marshall. 

occupied  in  relieving  the  poor,  and  according  to  the  number  of  the  poor  which  you 

have  stated  as  receiving  relief,  I  find  there  are  798  persons  whom  you  relieve  in  10  >5  May  1838. 
hours  and  .55  minutes,  and  that  gives  four-fifths  of  a  minute  to  each  person  for  the 

time  of  relief ;  is  that  tlie  fact : —  1  cannot  say  ;  1  iiave  never  made  such  a  calculation, 
nor  do  I  consider  it  necessary  ;   I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  answer  that. 

10082.  It  is  the  fact  that  you  do  relieve  the  poor  in  tlic  time  you  have  stated  in 
the  different  parisiies  to  which  you  resort? — It  is  the  fact  that  I  relieve  the  \X)ov 
on  the  days  tiiat  I  iiave  slated,  and  iri  sometliing  near  the  iiours  that  I  have  stated, 
as  near  as  I  can. 

10083.  And  in  the  time  you  have  stated? — Perhaps  in  the  time,  or  there- 
abouts. 

10084.  What  do  you  mean  by  thereabouts? — I  mean,  with  reference  to  my 
former  answer,  that  when  I  enter  a  parish  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  lung  I  may 
be  detained  ;  but  at  a\\  other  times,  as  I  before  stated,  I  leave  my  home  at  the 
regular  Iiours,  and  I  return  as  soon  as  I  have  got  through  the  business. 

100S5.  You  have  stated  the  time  you  leave  Ampthill  and  the  time  that  you  get 
back  to  Ampthill;  you  have  stated  the  distance  you  have  to  travel,  and  the  number 
of  j)ersons  you  have  to  relieve,  and  the  time  occupied  in  relieving  them;  we  may  take 
what  you  have  said  upon  that  subject  as  being  the  truth,  may  we  not  r — As  being 
the  ireneral  rule. 

10086.  In  the  first  instance,  you  had  only  11  parishes  under  your  administra- 
tion ? — I  had. 

10087.  And  the  number  was  afterwards  increased  to  the  whole  union  of  19 
j)arishes  ? — Yes. 

10088.  When  did  you  commence  to  relieve  the  whole  of  the  parishes? — In 
June  183G. 

10089.  You  stated  that  there  had  been  a  great  diminution  in  the  number  of 
pauj)eis  in  those  parishes  during  that  period  ;  you  date  the  diminution  in  the  num- 
ber from  the  period  of  the  completion  of  the  workhouse  ? — There  was  a  great 
diminution  before  tiiat ;  but  from  tlie  period  of  the  completion  of  the  workhouse 
there  were,  comparatively  speaking,  few  out-door  able  paupers,  except  in  cases  of 
sickness. 

10090.  After  the  workhouse  was  completed,  was  an  alteration  made  in  the 
administration  of  relief? — Yes. 

10091.  What  was  that  alteration  ? — Out-door  relief  was  refused  to  the  able- 
bodied  man,  unless  he  was  sick. 

10092.  Had  the  poor  become  richer  or  poorer  at  that  period,  since  tlie  passing 
of  the  new  law,  or  since  your  appointment? — That  I  cannot  say;  I  was  not 
aware  of  their  circumstances  ;  they  could  not  become  a  great  deal  richer,  I  should 
think,  in  that  time. 

10093.  Were  there  many  whose  relief  was  cut  off  at  the  period  of  the  completion 
of  the  workhouse,  who  had  been  receis  ing  it  before,  during  the  time  you  had  been 
in  those  parishes  ? — Yes,  a  great  number. 

10094.  Was  there  any  inquiry  made  by  you  whether  they  were  in  a  state  such 
as  that  they  could  maintain  themselves  without  parochial  relief? — I  had  no  inquiry 
to  make  upon  the  subject ;  I  was  not  directed  to  make  any  inquiry,  nor  did  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  make  any  inquiry  ;  if  they  required  relief  they  made  applica- 
tion to  me,  and  1  had  the  direction  of  the  board  of  guardians  in  those  cases,  unless 
I  saw  that  any  other  relief  was  necessary,  to  give  them  an  ortler  to  go  into  the 
union  workhouse,  and  which  order  I  acted  upon. 

10095.  You  invariably  gave  an  order  to  go  into  the  workhouse  in  those  cases 
in  which  you  had  before  given  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  the  able-bodied  ? — 
I  never  gave  any  more  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  than  was  absolutely  necessary 
before,  always  keeping  the  Ampthill  parish  workhouse  full ;  and  it  was  only  when 
there  was  no  room  there,  that  we  gave  the  out-door  relief. 

1009G.  There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  relieved,  you  say,  at  the  period  of 
the  completion  of  the  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

10097,  That  reduction  was  effected  without  any  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  poor 
were  in  a  condition  to  maintain  themselves  or  not : — Yes  ;  we  did  not  require  them 
to  maintain  themselves ;  there  was  the  workhouse  ready  for  them. 

loogS.  You  offered  them  the  workhouse,  if  they  made  any  complaint- — If 
they  came  to  me  for  relief,  I  offered  them  the  woikhouse. 

390.  A  3  10099.  What 
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Mr.  John  Marshall.       looOQ.  What  was  there  in  the  workliouse  which   deterred  them   from  accepting; 

relief,  if  tliey  had  been  accustomed  to  receive  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  / — That 

15  May  1838.      J  cannot  say. 

10100.  Mr.  Balnea.^  Did  they  refuse  to  acce[)t  the  workhouse  if  tlicv  rcf|uirod 
relief? — Not  generally ;  at  that  time  many  used  to  accept  tlie  order  for  tlie  work- 
house, and  keep  me  a  great  deal  employed  in  writing  those  orders,  but  afterwards 
never  came  into  the  vvorkliouse,  and  not  make  their  a|)pearance. 

1010!.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  that  ? — A  dislike  to  the  workhouse,  a 
dislike  to  the  regularity  of  the  thing,  which  many  of  them  have  not  been  used  to ; 
those  not  in  regular  employ,  they  were  not  used  to  tlie  regular  habits  which  they 
would  be  subject  to  in  the  workhouse. 

10102.  C/iait'man.]  A  dislike  to  the  restraint  in  the  workhouse? — Yes,  that 
would  be  so  in  a  great  measure. 

10103.  Mr.  i:?«///e5.]  Would  it  not  arise  from  another  cause,  that  they  have 
found  in  themselves  the  means  of  support  without  going  into  the  workhouse? — It 
did  ill  many  instances,  I  know,  for  when  they  could  not  get  work  in  their  own 
parish,  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of  looking  for  before,  they  went  to  other 
parishes,  and  to  the  railroad  and  other  places,  and  they  got  into  employment. 

1004.  Then  the  answer  should  have  been  tliat  they  refused  the  workhouse  in 
some  cases,  because  they  did  not  like  the  restraint  of  the  workhouse  ;  and  they 
refused  it  in  other  cases  because  they  got  employment  and  liad  not  occasion  for 
that  sort  of  relief? — Yes,  that  is  the  substance  of  the  answer. 

1010,5.  Mr.  Fi'elden.j  Did  the  constancy  of  employment  increase  with  the 
completion  of  the  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

10106.  You  date  from  that  period  an  increased  quantity  of  employment  for  the 
labourers  to  perform  ? — I  do,  in  the  first  instance,  and,  in  the  next,  I  ilate  from  tliat 
period  a  desire  to  obtain  that  employment,  which  they  never  had  before. 

10107.  How  do  you  know  that  tiiey  never  had  a  desire  to  obtain  employment 
before? — Because  1  could  see  it;  from  the  time  that  the  first  brick  of  our  imion 
workhouse  vvas  raised  to  the  very  last,  young  fellows  were  going  about  with  their 
hands  in  their  pockets,  and  in  their  parishes  ;  they  came  to  me  when  they  knew  I 
could  not  give  them  an  order  for  the  workhouse ;  but  from  the  moment  the  work- 
house was  opened  half  the  applications  ceased,  I  may  say  nearly  all. 

10108.  On  what  day  was  the  workhouse  opened? — It  was  opened  on  the  22d 
of  February  or  the  24th  of  February  1 S36. 

loiog.  And  the  dispositions  of  the  labourers  to  seek  for  employment,  and  the 
ability  to  acquire  employment,  took  its  date  from  that  day? — No,  I  did  not  say 
that;  I  said  nothing  of  their  dispositions. 

10110.  Did  not  you  say  that  tliere  was  a  change  in  the  habits  of  the  people, 
from  the  period  of  the  completion  of  the  uorkhouse? — Yes,  but  I  did  not  attribute 
that  to  their  dispositions  ;  1  attributed  that  to  tlie  law. 

10111.  There  was  a  difterence  in  their  willingness  to  obtain  employment? — 
Their  willingness  to  obtain  employment  rather  than  the  restraint  of  the  v\orkhouse. 

10112.  And  an  increase  of  employment  arising  at  the  same  time  ? — Yes;  the 
farmers,  knowing  that  the  men  had  nothing  else  to  depend  upon,  and  that  they  were 
relieved  in  their  rates,  felt  a  greater  disposition  to  employ  tlie  men  than  formerly. 

101 13.  Then  the  farmers  were  operated  upon  by  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  the 
men? — Not  by  the  workhouse,  but  by  the  law,  they  being  relieved  in  their  rates. 

10114.  Then  the  effects  of  the  law  became  manifest  by  the  completion  of  the 
workhouse? — They  did,  in  some  measure. 

10115.  In  what  measure,  and  how  was  it  manifested? — I  saw  an  evident  return 
to  industry  on  the  part  of  the  paupers  before  the  workhouse  was  finished,  inasmuch 
as  the  relief  was  administered  to  them,  not  as  it  had  been  under  the  old  law,  but 
according  to  actual  necessity. 

10116.  Mr.  Barneby.']  Would  not  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  paupers 
in  the  workhouse  be  much  greater  than  if  they  had  relief  out  of  the  workliouse  ? — 
I  think  it  might. 

10117.  Was  that  a  cause  for  the  farmers  finding  increased  employment  for  the 
men  ? — Not  any  cause. 

10118.  You  do  not  think  the  farmers  found  work  for  them  in  preference  to 
having  them  sent  to  the  workhouse,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  amount  of 
payment  which  would  be  necessary  for  their  maintenance  in  the  workhouse  ?  — No, 
not  at  that  time ;  because  at  that  time  when  there  was  no  workhouse  they  would 
have  been  relieved  out  of  doors,  but  now  the  able-bodied  who  are  relieved  are 
relieved  in  the  house. 

ion 9.  My 
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10119.  Mv  question  relates  to  the  time  when  the  workhouse  was  completed,  and   Mr.  John  Marshall. 

when  if  they  were  relieved  at  all  it  would   be  in  the  workhouse  ;  the  cost  of  their       . 

maintenance  in  the  workhouse  being  greater  than  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  out      15  May  1838. 
of  the  workhouse,  was  that  a  reason  tor  the  fanners  finding  increased  employment 

for  the  poor  ? — So  far  the  workhouse  operated  upon  the  farmers. 

10120.  Therefore,  in  fact,  the  workhouse  became  a  double  test,  one  operating 
upon  the  labourers,  because  they  did  not  wish  to  be  kept  within  the  walls  of  the 
workhouse,  and  the  other  operating  upon  the  farmers,  because  they  did  not  wish 
to  have  that  extra  payment  for  their  maintenance  r — Exactly  so. 

10121.  ]\Ir.  Fk/dc/i.]  In  answer  to  question  9008,  you  stated  that  you  never 
upon  any  one  occasion  refused  to  enter  the  name  in  the  application-book,  and, 
having  entered  it  in  the  application-book,  refused  to  allow  the  individual  to  appear 
before  the  board,  supposing  you  have  had  time  to  make  inquiry? — I  say  that 
still. 

10122.  Are  you  ever  at  a  loss  to  have  time  to  make  inquiry;  have  you  not 
always  time  to  enter  it  in  the  application-book  when  application  is  made? — 
Certainly  not ;  I  never  enter  an  application  if  I  do  not  know  .something  oi  the 
case ;  if  I  do  not  know  the  case,  how  can  I  go  before  the  board  of  guardians,  and 
advise  them  of  the  course  to  be  pursued?  thev  naturally  suppose  that  I  bring  a 
case  to  tliem  that  I  know  something  about;  but  if  I  do  not  know  it,  I  tell  the 
guardians  at  once,  and  they  are  not  at  all  disposed,  if  I  know  nothing  about  it,  to 
consider  it ;  they  leave  t!ie  case  in  tny  hands,  and  I  relieve  it  as  a  case  of  necessity 
till  the  following  week,  directing  the  persons  to  come  on  tlie  following  week,  and 
by  that  time  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  further  inquiry,  then  I  go  before  the 
board  and  ac(]uaint  them  witli  what  I  do  know. 

10123.  But  if  a  poor  person  applies  to  you  for  relief,  do  you  invariably  enter 
his  name  in  some  book  for  that  purpose  which  you  carry  about  with  you? — I  do. 

101  24.  Have  vou  on  any  occasion  refused  to  enter  the  name  of  applicants  in 
that  book? — No,   I  never  have. 

1012.5.  Have  you  now  the  book  with  you  in  which  you  enter  it? — Not  with 
me ;  I  usually  enter  it  in  pencil,  ever  since  the  new  forms  have  come  up;  1  sew  a 
few  sheets  together  and  enter  it  in  pencil,  and,  after  entering  it  in  the  regular 
application-book,  rub  it  out  with  a  piece  of  indian-rubber,  and  the  same  paper 
does  again  ;  I  never  supposed  at  that  time  that  I  sJioukl  be  called  upon  in  three 
or  four  years'  time  to  produce  private  memoranda  which  1  had  taken,  and  which 
are  of  no  further  value  after  1  had  entered  them  in  the  regular  application-book  ; 
I  have  left  that  book  in  possession  of  the  present  relieving  officer,  who  is  doing 
my  duty. 

10126.  Have  you  never  on  any  occasion  refused  to  enter  the  name  of  an 
applicant  who  came  to  you  to  seek  relief" — I  never  have  that  I  know  of;  I  cannot 
call  any  such  thing  to  mv  mind. 

10127.  Mr.  Bailies.]  Have  you  the  power  to  refuse  any  applicant  permission 
to  a|)ply  to  the  board  ?- — Certainly  not,  nor  have  I  ever  sought  to  exercise  it. 

10128.  It  would  appear  from  question  9008,  as  if  you  had  the  power  to  refuse 
an  applicant  permission  to  apply  to  the  board  ;  you  have  no  such  power? — I  have 
no  such  power,  nor  have  I  ever  sought  to  exercise  it. 

10129.  Mr.  F/ekle/i.]  You  never  on  any  occasion  refused  to  enter  the  name  in 
the  application-book  of  any  poor  person  who  applies  to  you?— I  have  already 
stated  that  I  never  did. 

10130.  Have  you  ever  on  any  occasion  refused  to  let  those  who  had  made 
application  go  before  the  board  ? — No,  unless  after  their  case  had  been  once 
decided. 

10131.  liut  a  case  might  have  been  decided,  and  llie  circumstances  of  the 
applicant  might  subsequently  have  changed?— Tlien  I  should  let  them  go  before 
the  board,  if  that  could  be  made  to  a[)pcar  to  (ne. 

10132.  But  that  must  be  made  out  to  your  satisfaction  before  you  would  allow 
them  to  go  before  the  board?— Certainly,  because  if  I  allowed  them  to  go  before 
the  board,  it  is  giving  as  much  trouble  to  the  board  to  hear  tiiem  again,  as 
bringing  a  case  before  them  in  the  regular  way  ;  it  is  to  save  the  board  trouble  ihey 
have  given  me  that  direction,  not  to  let  an  apjilication  be  made  to  them  twice. 

10133.  Then  you  do  undertake  to  refuse  to  let  parties  go  before  the  board, 
unless  you  yourself  are  convinced  there  arc  some  nevv  circumstances  in  their  case? 
— Certainly,  that  has  very  seldom  been  the  case ;  but  I  have  exercised  that 
power. 

j9<-''  a  4  10134.  Can 
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Ut.JiihnMarihall.        10134.   Call  you  mention  any  cascs  ill    which  you  liavc  exercised  it  ? — I  do  not 

know   that  I  can;    Mr.  Turner   has   cited  one  case,  Sarah   iJiHin<iton  ;  and  I  liave 

15  May  1838.  already  stated  that  Sarah  Billinj^ton  came  there  after  the  business  of  the  board 
was  over,  anti  therefore  I  could  nut  take  her  application;  and  she  had  already  had 
it  decided  upon  some  five  or  six  weeks  before  that. 

1013,5.  Mr.  ft^akk'i/.]  At  what  time  do  the  persons  attend  in  the  morninj;  wiio 
go  to  see  the  guardians  ? — At  ten,  for  the  purpose  of  having  their  ap|)lication 
taken. 

10136.  Suppose  you  have  seen  an  individual,  and  you  have  stated  that  it.is  of  no 
use  for  that  individual  to  apply  to  the  board,  and  yet  the  indivjthial  docs  attend  at 
the  meeting  day,  what  happens  then? — I  would  take  their  application. 

1 01 37.  You  see  her  before  she  is  admitted  to  the  guardians? — Certainly. 
1(^138.  Suppose  you   should  consider   that  she  ought  not  to  see  the  guardians, 

what  do  you  do? — I  have  no  power  to  consider  any  tiling  of  the  kind,  at  least T 
have  power  to  consider,  but  I  have  no  power  to  put  that  consideration  into 
practice. 

10139.  Chairmmi.']   You  have  no  power  to  determine  ? — No. 

10140.  Mr.  WakkyJ]  You  have  no  power  to  prevent  her  seeing  the  guardians  ? 
— Certainly  not. 

10141.  And  you  have  not  done  so? — No. 

10142.  I  find  in  the  minute-book  this — "that  the  rclicvinii  officers  do  inform 
paupers  who  intend  to  apply  for  relief  at  the  weekly  meetings  of  tiie  board,  that 
they  must  attend  at  the  Ampthill  workhouse,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in 
order  that  their  cases  may  be  investigated  before  the  commencement  of  the  meeting 
of  the  board  ;"  who  investigates  the  case  I — I  do. 

10143.  1^0  you  make  a  report  on  your  investigation  to  the  board  of  guardians  ? 
—Yes. 

10144.  Supposing  your  report  is  unfavourable  to  flie  application,  what  happens 
then  ? — My  report  is  notliing ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  enter  the  names  and 
the  rate  of  wages,  and  those  things,  for  the  support  of  their  families  ;  any  other  cir- 
cumstances that  I  may  «ant  to  know  I  ask  the  parties  themselves,  or  ask  where  I 
can  get  information ;  perhaps  I  have  asked,  and  know  already,  and  I  ask  them  to 
see  whether  they  will  tell  me  the  truth ;  they  come  up  to  the  board,  and  those 
columns  are  read  over  to  the  paupers  in  their  presence,  either  by  the  clerk,  if  he  is 
disengaged,  or  by  myself;  and  the  chairman  and  the  board  put  such  questions  to 
the  parties  as  they  eonsifler  necessary;  having  done  so,  they  tell  the  pau()er  he 
may  retire  ;  and  when  he  is  gone  out  they  ask  me  what  I  know  of  the  case,  and  I 
tell  them  what  I  know. 

10145.  Is  your  statement  made  in  the  presence  of  the  pauper,  or  in  the  pauper's 
absence? — In  the  pauper's  absence. 

10146.  So  that  if  you  have  stated  that  which  is  not  true,  the  pauper  iias  not  an 
opportunity  of  rebutting  it? — He  would  have  an  opportunity  of  rebutting  it,  because 
when  he  comes  back  the  board  of  guardians  would  tell  him  of  it. 

10147.  Is  that  the  case? — It  is,  if  there  is  a  doubt  about  it. 

10148.  So  that  the  pauper's  case  is  fully  investigated  in  iiis  presence?— It  is,  in 
the  presence  of  the  pauper. 

10149.  ^^  y^"  mean  to  say,  that  on  every  occasion  when  you  have  made  a  state- 
mentagainst  a  pauper  which  has  had  the  efiect  of  preventing  the  pauper  from  obtaining 
relief,  the  individual  has  heard  that  statement  repeated  in  his  presence? — He  has. 

10150.  In  every  instance? — I  think  in  every  instance  he  has  been  told  such  and 
such  a  thing  has  occurred,  and  if  he  has  denied  it  they  have  inquired  into  it. 

10151.  Suppose  a  pauper  has  offered  to  call  witnesses  to  prove  that  what  you 
have  stated  was  not  correct,  have  the  witnesses  been  heard  ? — No  such  thing  has 
happened. 

10152.  You  have  not  stated  any  thing  but  what  was  strictly  correct? — I  have 
not  stated  any  thing  but  what  I  knew  to  be  correct ;  because  I  have  no  local 
interests  among  them,  and  I  can  have  no  relations  to  serve,  and  tlierefore  I  do 
give  them  the  best  information  1  can. 

10153.  Is  it  fact,  then,  that  all  the  paupers  who  go  to  the  workhouse  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  guardians  on  the  day  when  the  guardians  assemble,  are 
admitted  into  their  presence? — Yes. 

10154.  Chairman.']  Is  there  not  this  exception  which  you  have  already  described, 
that  in  the  instance  of  a  pauper  renewing  an  a|)plication  after  a  short  interval  of 
time,  when  there  has  been  no  change  of  circumstances,  the  board  has  not  been  in 

the 
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the  habit  of  seeinji  tliem  again  ? — Yes,  I  have  slated  that;  and  I  can  make  another  Mt.Juhu  Manliall. 

exception,  that  many,  after  they  have  come  and  troubled  mc  witli  the  ap|jhcatioii, 

if  the  board  keep  thcin  uaitinj^  rather  longer  than  they  please,  do  not  wait,  but  go      '5  -^^^y  ^^o^- 
away  without  having  a  hearing. 

1015.5.  Mr.  Miles.]  In  the  case  of  Sarah  Billington,  had  she  been  on  the  paupers' 
list  previously  ? — She  had. 

10156.  Was  she  a  woman  widi  a  family? — No. 

10157.  What  was  her  application  to  you  on  the  board  day  ?— She  had  applied 
once  or  twice,  twice  I  believe,  but  1  know  once  ;  she  had  applied  for  an  increase  of 
allowance  from  1  s.  6d.,  and  wishing  to  be  raised  higher  ;  and  she  then  had  a 
hearing  there,  and  stated  to  the  board  that  siic  could  not  make  much  lace,  that  her 
eyes  were  bad,  and  the  board  refused  to  increase  the  allowance  :  they  told  me  to 
ask  Mr.  Bull  whether  there  was  any  thing  the  matter  with  her  eyes  ;  that  is  the 
surgeon  who  resides  in  the  district  where  she  is;  I  asked  him,  and  he  said,  no, 
there  was  nothing  more  the  matter  with  her  eyes  than  with  anollier  woman's  of 
65  years  of  age;  that  she  could  make  lace,  with  sijectacles,  he  supposed. 

10158.  How  long  was  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Bull  before  this  application? 
— Three  weeks. 

10159.  Do  not  you  think  it  possible  that  in  those  three  weeks  something  iniglit 
have  occurred  by  which  she  might  require  further  assistance  than  the  board  had 
ordered  ? — Such  a  thing  uiight  have  happened,  but  if  it  had  I  should  have  taken 
the  application  then;  but  she  appeared  when  the  business  was  over,  and  the  board 
was  rihing. 

10160.  In  reference  to  the  ajjplication  which  Sarah  Billington  made,  did  you 
make  a  point  between  that  time  and  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  of  visiting  her? 
—  I  did  ;  I  saw  her. 

loitii.  Did  you  find  her  condition  in  any  way  altered  ? — Not  at  all  ;  nor  did 
she  say  anything  further  al)Oul  the  application. 

10162.  If  it  had  been  altered,  and  if  you  had  found  her  in  a  worse  condition 
than  she  was  when  she  had  previously  applied,  should  you,  upon  your  own  respon- 
sibility, immediately  have  added  to  her  allowance  ? —Yes,  1  should  have  given  her 
a  loaf,  and  mentioned  it  to  the  guardians,  and  advised  them  to  see  her  again  tor 
the  purpose  of  increasing  her  allowance. 

10163.  In  every  such  case  that  would  be  the  course  you  would  adopt? — Yes. 

10164.  Mr.  Baincs.]  You  say  you  give  an  order  upon  the  baker ;  in  your  visits 
dispensing  relief,  docs  tiie  baker  generally  live  near  the  place  where  that  order  is 
given,  or  have  the  paupers  to  go  to  a  considerable  distance  to  receive  tiieir  l^read  ? 
— The  baker  invariably  brings  it  round,  unless  he  lives  in  the  |)arish. 

10165.  Does  he  bring  it  round  the  day  following? — Sometimes  on  the  day  that 
I  go  round  ;  sometimes  the  day  following ;  but  at  ail  times  at  a  fixed  period  ;  so 
that  the  paupers  know  at  what  time  he  is  coming,  and  when  they  may  dej)end  upon 
their  bread. 

10166.  Mr.  JlJiks.']  The  consequence  is,  that  unless  the  baker  vi.sits  at  the  same 
time,  in  all  probability  there  will  be  a  double  journey  for  the  poor  person,  one  to 
meet  you  there  and  receive  the  relief,  partly  in  money,  and  the  other  to  meet  the 
baker  and  receive  relief  partly  in  bread  ? — No,  the  baker  usually  goes  round  to 
their  houses. 

10167.  Mr.  Baincs.]  Are  your  visits  made  weekly  } — -Weekly  is  the  general 
rule ;  sometimes  oftener. 

10168.  You  have  stated  that  the  number  of  persons  relieved  in  the  summer  of 
1837  would  be  about  the  average  number  through  the  year;  do  you  find  it  to  be 
so,  tiiat  the  number  relieved  in  tlie  sunnner  and  winter  are  prelty  much  the  same? 
— No,  I  find  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  winter  of  applications;  but  in  the 
summer  of  1  S37  there  were  perhaps  as  n)any  as  there  have  been  this  winter ;  I 
should  say,  perhaps,  as  many  as  there  had  been  up  to  March  iS37,and  that  would 
be  the  dead  time  of  the  year,  because  parties  had  died  off,  and  1  do  not  think  an 
equal  number  of  new  paupers  had  come  on. 

10169.  ^^"  ^'^  ""t  mean  toapj)ly  it  as  a  general  principle,  but  to  apply  it  with 
regard  to  the  summer  of  that  year? — Exactly. 

10170.  Have  you  sufficient  time  to  investigate  each  case  that  comes  before  you, 
in  order  to  satisfy  yourself  that  your  return  is  just  towards  the  pauper  and  just 
towards  the  parish  ? — I  have,  and  I  think  the  guardians  themselves  will  bear  me 
out  in  that,  that  in  all  tlie  inquiries  which  they  have  made,  and  which  thev  must 
and  do  make,  according  to  the  parishes  they  belong  to,  they  have  not  found  me 
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Mi.  J  Jill  MftiihaU.  wrono-  in  any  way  ;  I  liave  done  justice,  both  to  the  paupers  and  to  tiic  ratc-paytrs  ; 

— such  has  been  my  wish,  and  how  lar  1  have  succeeded  wouhl  perliaps  eome  better 
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101 7 1.  Vou  say  that  in  some  cases  you  have  lefi  the  infjuiry  to  he  carried  on  by 
the  overseer;  do  yoii  yourselt,  when  that  incjuiry  has  been  made,  and  when  his 
report  is  returned,  inquire  into  the  case,  so  as  to  ascertain  if  his  statement  is  such 
as  you  yourself  would  have  made  if  yon  liad  liad  the  statement  to  make  ? — I  hcg 
your  pardon;  1  did  not  say  tiiat  I  left  the  inquiry  wiili  him  ;  the  inquiry  I  have 
made  myself,  the  relief  I  have  left  with  him,  as  not  knowinj;  what  would  be 
ncccs«u-y  for  the  party  till  the  doctor  arrived  ;  and  I  have  intimated  the  neces- 
sity of  complyinji  with  the  wish  of  the  doctor  to  jiive  sucli  relief  as  he  might  order ; 
the  inquiry  I  had  made,  and  satisfied  myself  of  the  correctness  of  it. 

10172.  You  said  that  there  were  some  cases  of  sickness  that  yon  had  not  time 
to  investigate,  and  in  tliose  cases  you  kit  it  to  the  overseer  to  make  the  inquiry 
and  to  report? — I  think  not;  I  never  left  inquiry  to  be  made  by  any  one  where  I 
could  i)ossihiy  make  it  myself. 

10173.  In  those  cases  in  which  there  was  not  time  to  make  it." — Wiien  I  was 
in  the  parish  I  would  take  time,  let  it  take  what  time  it  would. 

10174.  W'iiat  is  the  whole  distance  of  your  visiting  tour  in  the  week? — I  should 
think  about  50  miles. 

10175.  Your  visiting  tour  occupies  three  days? — Yes. 

10176.  Do  you  find  suflicient  time  in  each  place  that  you  stop  at,  to  ascertain 
the  situation  of  the  paupers? — I  do. 

10177.  Supposing  you  are  employed  10  hours  in  the  day,  how  nnich  of  those 
ID  hours  would  be  occupied  in  travelling? — Not  more  than  three  hours  on  any 
day. 

10178.  Leaviuii  you  seven  hours  for  your  inquiries  and   for  dispensing  relief? 

—Yes. 

10170.  Mr.  JVakley.^  Yon  said  the  paupers  died  otT;  what  did  you  mean  by 
that? — ^Thai  they  had  either  died  or  been  discharged,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

10180.  You  did  not  allude  to  the  dying  oft'  as  part  of  the  success  of  the  sys- 
tem?— The  numbers  have  diminished. 

10181.  Are  not  new  paupers  getting  upon  your  list  continually? — Yes,  but  I 
think  not  in  proportion  to  the  diminution. 

10182.  Then  will  you  jjive  the  Committee  an  exi)lanation  of  that  expression  ; 
what  do  you  mean  by'paupers  dying  oft'? — I  mean  that  they  diminish. 

10183.  That  they  die  ? — They  have  diminished  by  some  means  ;  the  list  would 
show  that. 

10184.  Mv.  LiddelL]  You  say  that  the  paupers  have  diminished  partly  by 
death  and  partly  by  change  of  residence  r — That  would  diminisli  them  a  little. 

10185.  Wiiat  is  the  principal  cause  of  that  diminution?— Deaths. 

101 8f).  Have  the  deaths  that  have  taken  place  since  the  period  of  your  first 
returns  up  to  the  present  time  among  the  pau[)crs  been  at  all  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion than  tiic  ordinary  rate  of  mortality  among  the  infirm  and  the  aged  ? — Cer- 
tainly not ;  they  were  very  old  people. 

10187.  I^'fl  so™6  ^^^  '"  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the  winter?— No,  not 
particularly  through  that,  they  died  of  old  age  ;  1  iiuve  not  known  of  any  dying 
of  any  particular  com|)laints,  beyond  the  decay  of  nature. 

10188.  There  has  been  no  unusual  mortality  among  them  ? — No. 

10189.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Jemima  "Walker, 
in  the  parish  of  Clophill  ? — "Yes. 

101  go.  Did  you  ever  deny  that  woman  access  to  the  hoard  ? — I  am  not  aware 
that  I  ever  did  ;  if  I  did  it  must  have  been  in  consequence  of  her  case  having 
been  recently  decided ;  she  has  been  twice,  if  not  three  times  before  the  board 
to  my  knowledge  within  my  own  recollection  ;  how  much  oftener  I  do  not  know. 

loiqi.  Do  you  know  the  age  of  that  woman? — Sixty-five  or  66. 

10192.  C/ui'irinan.]  In  the  application-book,  in  December  1836,  she  is  stated 
to  be  a  widow,  aged  63,  a  lace-maker;  she  is  stated  to  be  partially  disabled; 
that  the  cause  of  her  requiring  relief  is  infirmity,  and  she  received  2s.  ?— She  has 
been  before  the  board  since,  and  I  think  very  recently ;  I  find  that  the  last  appli- 
cation she  made  was  on  the  fourth  week  of  the  quarter  ending  June  1838. 

10193.  Walker,  Jemima,  65;  she  is  stated  to  have   2s.;  she  appears  to  have 

applied  for  an   increase  of  that  allowance,  which   was  refused  ;  the  entry  is  no 

advance  ? — That  was  the  case. 

10194.  Mr. 
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10194.  Mr.  Fie/den.]   Had  Jemima  Walker  2*.  Gd.  a  week  allowed  her  at  one  y.r.  Jo/m  Morthall. 

period  since  you   became  relieving  officer? — No,    not  since  I  became  relieving       

officer,  I  think.  '5  Ma)  1838. 

10195.  Had  .she  at  any  period  before  you  became  relieving  (tfficer  .- — Tliat 
I  cannot  tell  what  .she  liad  in  tlic  time  of  the  old  parisli  accounts  ;  but  the  returns 
which  have  been  furnished  to  this  Committee  will  show,  and  whicti  I  have  not 
seen  since  they  have  been  furnisheti. 

loigb.  But  it  appears  from  the  returns,  that  she  had  at  one  period  2s.  6d.  ; 
something  took  place,  when  the  reduction  was  made  to  2s.;  are  you  clear  what 
took  place  upon  that  occasion? — No,  1  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  it. 

10197.  Do  you  remember  ever  iiaving  any  conversation  with  her,  on  which 
occasion  she  stated  to  you  that  she  would  go  before  the  board?— Yes;  siie  has 
several  times  stated  to  me  that  she  would  go  before  the  board,  and  get  an  increase, 
because  other  widows  of  that  parisli  did.  There  was  one  of  the  widows  of  the 
parish  of  (ylophill,  in  which  she  resides,  got  an  increase  of  allowance  ;  then  came 
one  and  another,  till  nearly  the  whole  have  been,  and  she  applied  amongst  the  rest 
to  get  more  allowance,  and  the  board  refused  it. 

10198.  Did  she  apply  to  you? — They  all  applied  to  me. 

10190.  What  took  place  upon  the  occasion? — 1  caiuiot  exactly  say  wliat  took 
f)lace  ;  1  suppose  she  applied  to  me  in  the  same  way  that  another  person  did,  to  be 
allowed  to  go  to  the  board,  and  sec  whether  she  could  gel  an  increase  of  allowance, 
and  I  suppose  she  came  to  the  board. 

10200.  Do  you  recollect  the  time  ? — I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  a  thing 
of  that  kind  ;  among  600  or  700  paupers,  it  is  impossible  that  1  can  charge  my 
memory  with  the  words  that  take  place  between  the  pau[)ers  and  myself,  t«o  or 
three  years  ago. 

10201.  You  say  you  remember  her  making  application  to  you,  and  asking  to  go 
before  the  board  ? — Yes. 

10202.  Do  you  remember  the  time  when  that  was,  or  anywhere  near  it? — I 
should  think  somewhere  al)out  the  beginning  of  i  836,  or  perhaps  towards  tlie  middle 
of  1S36  ;  I  cannot  say  exactly  when  they  got  their  allowances  increased. 

10203.  -Do  you  remember  any  answer  that  you  gave  lo  her  when  she  said  to  you 
that  she  would  go  before  the  board  ? — No ;  1  do  not  remember  particularly  any 
answer  that  I  gave  her. 

10204.  I^'d  you  ever  say,  that  "  if  she  persisted  in  her  determination  to  go 
before  the  board,  you  would  reduce  her  pay  another  6(1.  a  week?" — No,  that  I 
can  safelv  sav  ;  that  I  never  mentioned  any  such  word  to  any  body.  I  have  it  not 
in  my  power  to  reduce  the  pay  of  any  body  ;  the  pay  is  granted  by  the  board  of 
guardians,  and  increased  by  them,  or  reduced  by  them  ;   I  have  no  power. 

1020.5.  Are  not  your  representations  to  the  board  generally  followed? — No,  not 
generally  followed  ;  they  generally  have  some  weight,  or  I  should  not  feel  myself 
fit  for  the  situation. 

1020G.  Have  you  not  stated  that  the  board  is  guided  by  your  recommenda- 
tions, as  to  the  nature  or  degree  of  allowance  to  the  poor  ?^I  think  not ;  I  think 
I  never  said  that  I  could  sway  a  board  of  25  guardians.  I  said,  that  1  made  those 
representation.s,  leaving  the  board  to  art  upon  them,  but  I  never  imagined  that  the 
board  would  act  upon  any  representation  I  niadc.  That  mi^ht  have  its  weight  with 
them,  and  perhaps  lias,  but  as  to  biassing  the  board,  or  deciding  the  board,  I  should 
hardly  imagine  it  does.  It  seldom  occurs  when  any  pauper  applies,  but  what  the 
guardian  is  present. 

10207.  You  are  satisfied  that  the  board  does  not  act  according  to  your  recom- 
mendations invariably  ? — Certainly,  not  invariably. 

10208.  I3ut  mostly  as  a  general  rule;  have  you  not  stated  to  the  Coniniittcc,  that 
they  are  guided  by  what  you  advise? — I  think  not;  I  never  had  any  intention  to 
state  that. 

10209.  Clt(iirman.'\  Jemima  Walker;  1  find  her  name  as  a  widow,  belonging  to 
the  parish  of  Clo|)hill ;  she  seems  to  have  received  2  s.  before  the  introduction  of 
the  new  law,  from  the  parish;  I  observe  in  the  43  weeks  of  the  parish  books,  pre- 
vious to  the  introduction  of  the  law,  and  afiei  wards  in  the  years  1S35-36,  in  the  nine 
weeks  preceding  the  introduction  of  the  law,  she  also  received  -is.,  and  that  the 
pay  upon  the  introduction  of  the  law  was  continued  to  the  same  amount ;  therefore, 
in  this  respect,  this  widow  receives  exactly  the  same  aiiiount  ol  relief  since  the 
introduction  of  the  law  that  she  did  before? — So  I  imagined  ;  I  remember  very 
well  that  wlien  she  applied  to  the  board  the  guardian  of  her  parish  was  present,  and 
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10210.  Mr.  Ficlikn.']  Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Sharp  of 
Amptliill  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

1021 1 .  Have  you  no  recollection  of  a  person  of  that  name  making  application  to 
you  before  Christmas  last? — No,  I  have  not ;   I  do  not  know  the  man  at  all. 

10212.  Do  you  know  Jane  Hawkins  of  Eidlington?  — Yes. 

10213.  Did  she,  at  any  time  about  last  Michaelmas,  apply  to  you  for  relief,  or 
for  liberty  to  go  to  tiie  board  ? — She  is  a  pauper  receiving  1  .v.  a  week,  and  she 
recently  has  been  to  the  board  and  had  it  increased  to  1  s.  GJ.;  but  she  never  made 
any  application  to  me. 

10214.  ^^^s  she  admitted  to  the  board  without  seeing  you  at  all: — No. 

10215.  How  could  her  pay  have  been  increased? — She  has  seen  me  lately,  and 
got  introduced  to  the  board  ;  she  represented  to  me,  I  remember  very  well,  that  her 
allowance  was  very  small,  and  she  was  not  very  well,  and  she  would  like  to  have 
her  allowance  increased  ;  I  told  her  to  come  to  the  board  the  following  Thursday, 
and  we  would  see  what  could  be  done;  and  her  allowance  was  increased,  but 
whether  permanently  or  not  I  do  not  remember. 

10216.  Chairman.]  Will  you  refer  to  tlie  book,  and  read  the  entry  and  the  date? 
— She  must  have  applied  to  me  on  the  third  week  of  the  present  quarter,  and 
af)peared  at  the  hoard  on  the  fourtli  week  of  the  quarter,  and  her  allowance  was 
increased  to  1  s.  (ul.  a  week. 

10217.  Mr. /Ve/</e«.]  Had  she  made  no  previous  application  to  you  before  the 
last,  which  you  have  now  alluded  to,  when  you  refused  her? — No,  I  never  refused 
her  in  my  life. 

10218.  That  you  are  quite  certain  of? — Yes. 

10219.  ^-^"  you  know  Catherine  Odell,  in  the  parish  of  Clophill? — No,  I  do  not 
remember  any  thing  of  her. 

10220.  Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Odell,  that  is  in  prison? — No,  I 
do  not  know  hina. 

10221.  Nor  the  wife  of  any  person  of  that  name,  who  is  in  prison? — No,  I 
do  not. 

10222.  No  such  person  as  Catherine  Odell  has  made  any  application  to  j'ou 
at  all? — Not  that  I  can  remember;  if  she  has,  her  apj)lication  is  recorded. 

10223.  1°  '^'^  ^^se  of  Wilson,  of  Steppingley,  who  was  spoken  of  on  a  former 
day,  did  you  refuse  him  a  doctor  when  he  made  application? — I  refused  to  give 
him  a  doctor,  but  I  told  him  he  might  apply  to  the  board  ;  I  could  not  treat  that 
as  a  case  of  urgent  necessity  ;  I  saw  nothing  urgent  in  the  circumstances  at  all. 

10224.  I^'fl  yoiJ  say  to  him  you  had  no  power  to  grant  him  a  doctor  ? — I  do 
not  know  that  I  did  ;  but  if  I  did,  that  would  have  been  perfectly  correct- 

10225.  Did  you  report  his  case  to  the  board? — I  did  not,  for  the  man  did  not 
come  and  state  his  own  case ;  I  never  enter  an  application  in  the  application- 
book  unless  they  appear  there ;  if  it  is  too  much  trouble  to  them  to  come  and 
state  their  case  to  the  board,  I  never  enter  it. 

10226.  Where  do  you  require  them  to  come  to  state  their  case? — To  Ampthill. 

10227.  What  is  the  distance? — A  mile  and  a  half. 

10228.  If  he  applied  to  you  at  the  place  where  you  relie\>ed  the  poor,  could 
not  you  take  down  his  application,  and  report  it  to  the  board  ? — 1  took  his  applica- 
tion as  far  as  regarded  my  purpose;  but  I  consider  it  no  part  of  my  duty  to 
report  it  to  the  board. 

10229.  Chairman.]  State  your  reasons? — It  does  not  form  any  part  of  my 
duty  to  lay  the  case  before  the  board,  and,  in  fact,  I  have  the  board's  direction 
not  to  do  it  unless  the  pauper  is  present  to  answer  inquiries. 

10230.  Mr.  Barneby^  Do  you  never  report  a  case  to  the  board  unless  the  pau- 
per is  present  ? — No,  except  in  cases  of  sickness. 

10231.  Mr.  Fidden.']  Here  was  a  case  of  sickness,  and  the  man  applied  for  a 
doctor  ? — The  man  was  not  unable  to  come  ;  he  was  not  sick. 

10232.  Were  not  you  the  medium  through  which  he  was  to  make  the  appli- 
cation?—Yes;  and  I  told  him  he  might  come  to  the  board  on  the  following 
Thursday. 

10233.  Chairman.']  Did  he  come  ?— He  did  not  come  ;  he  said  he  supposed  it 
would  be  of  no  use;  I  did  not  answer  him,  but  I  supposed  so  at  the  time,  because 

I  considered. 
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I  considercfl,  anrl  I  flare  say  the  board  would  have  considered  so  too,  that  the  man  Mr.  7o/.n  Manimll. 
was  able  to  find  a  doctor  on  his  own  account.  . 

10234.  Mr.  Ficl(Jcn.]  You  constituted  yourself  the  judge  in  his  case  r — No,  my      15  May  1838. 
opinion  was  only  private;  I  told  him  he  might  come  to  the  board  ;  they  were  the 

judges. 

10235.  ^^r.  Baines.]  When  a  pauper  applies  to  you,  you  make  a  memorandum 
of  his  application,  and  you  inform  him  that  it  will  be  necessary  that  he  should  meet 
you  at  the  board,  in  order  that  that  a[)pIication  may  be  followed  up,  and  thai  the 
board  of  guardians  may  determine  what  is  to  be  done  upon  it;  is  that  the  course? 
— Yes;  and  in  the  interim  I  make  such  inquiries  as  satisfy  my  mind  \\hether  or 
not  it  is  a  case  which  I  can  recommend  to  the  guardians  for  relief. 

10236.  Then  you  make  your  report  to  the  board,  and  if  he  is  satisfied  witli  the 
decision  of  the  board,  tliere  the  matter  rests;  he  has  his  relief  or  not  as  the  board 
may  determine  ;  but  if  he  is  not  satisfied  he  has  an  o[)portunity  of  appealing  to  the 
board  against  the  representation  that  you  have  made  ? — Tlie  board  never  make  an 
order  unless  the  man  is  present ;  the  man  himself  appears,  and  the  board  questions  the 
man  as  to  his  circumstances  ;  the  application-book  is  read  over  by  the  clerk  or  by 
myself:  if  the  clerk  is  engaged,  I  read  it  over  ;  if  he  is  disengaged,  he  reads  it  over; 
it  is  read  over  in  the  mans  presence :  if  the  man  has  any  objections  to  make  to  it, 
he  would  set  it  right ;  but  what  is  there  read  is  taken  by  me  from  his  own  state- 
ment :  the  board  then  ask  him  such  questions  as  they  think  necessary  ;  first  the 
chairman,  and  then  subsequently  the  remainder  of  the  guardians;  he  is  then  told  to 
retire,  and  the  chairman  usually  says  to  me,  *'  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  this 
case  ?"  if  I  state,  I  believe  it  is  as  the  man  states,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
thing  to  the  contrary,  the  board  then  proceed  to  vote  what  the  man  shall  have,  and 
they  call  in  tlie  man,  and  say  they  have  ordered  him  so  much  a  week  ;  but  if  I 
know  any  thing  whicii  is  important  for  them  to  have  possession  of  beyond  what 
bus  been  elicited.  I  mention  it,  and  the  board,  perhaps,  call  him  in  again  and  tell 
him  of  it,  and  hear  any  thing  he  lias  to  say  upon  it,  and  tiien  again  tell  him  to 
retire. 

:o237.   Mr.  JVakley.']  What  age  was  Wilson  ? — Twenty-seven  or  28. 

10238.  In  whose  employment  was  he  at  the  time  he  applied  to  you  r — 
Mr.  Bennett's. 

10239.  What  wages  did  he  receive  ?— Nine  shillings,  he  said;  but  I  found  the 
g.y.  to  be  1  3*. 

10240.  Where  does  Mr.  Bennett  reside? — At  Ikxkcring's  Park;  I  asked 
Mr.  Ik'nnelt  myself,  and  he  told  me. 

10241.  Did  you  know,  at  tiie  time  he  applied  to  you,  that  he  was  receiving  13.^.? 
— No. 

10242.  Did  you  believe  that  he  was  receiving  9.9.? — No,  I  did  not  particularly 
believe  it;  the  man  told  me,  1  think,  that  he  had  i)s.,  and  that  he  could  not  do 
much  out  of  it ;  and  I  made  inquii7,  and  as  soon  as  I  heard  that  he  was  working 
for  Mr.  Bennett,  I  was  of  opinion  that  he  had  something  more  than  that. 

10243.  Had  he  a  wife  ? — Yes. 

10244.  How  many  children? — One,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

10245.  What  did  he  say  was  the  matter  with  his  family? — That  his  wife  had 
been  ill  for  some  time,  and  wanted  a  doctor  ;  I  told  him  that  I  could  not  give  him 
a  doctor,  that  he  miglit  come  to  the  board. 

10246.  Did  you  consider  it  to  be  a  case  of  emergency  ? — No,  I  did  not, 

10247.  Supposing  his  wages  had  been  7*.  a  week  instead  of  95.  or  13s.,  woidd 
you  have  given  him  an  order  for  a  doctor  ? — No,  not  unless  I  had  seen  it  to  be  a 
case  of  urgent  necessity;  1  should  leave  the  board  to  decide  whether  or  not  his  cir- 
cumstances were  such  as  to  enable  him  to  send  for  a  doctor;  it  is  only  in  cases  of 
sudden  and  urgent  necessity  that  1  am  autliorized  to  give  medical  relief. 

10248.  Have  you  had  any  medical  education  ? — No. 

10249.  How  do  you  know  what  is  a  case  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity  ? — I  do 
not  know  any  thing  about  it. 

10250.  Then,  not  knowing  any  thing  about  it,  do  you  undertake  to  determine 
whether  it  is  a  case  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  and,  governed  by  your  judg- 
ment, do  you  give  or  refuse  an  order? — Yes;  I  know,  at  least,  what  is  sudden  neces- 
sity, if  not  urgent ;  if  a  man  tells  me  that  his  wife  has  been  ill  for  eight  weeks,  that 
cannot  be  sudden  necessity. 

10251.  You  do  not  consider  that  at  the  end  of  eight  weeks  she  may  be  suddenly 
worse? — No,  I  do  not  go  into  that  technically,  or  I  must  give  an  order  to  all  who 
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Mj,  John  MunhaU.  ask  me ;  and  this  brings  to  mind  the  circumstance  you  mentioned  to  me,  tliat  I  was 

— liable  for  manslaughter,  if  death  siiouKI  ensue  in  consequence  of  my  not  giving  an 

15  May  1838.      order;  if  so,  I  consider  that  no  remuneration  would  compensate  for  holding  the 

situation  which  I  do ;  if  that  is  the  law,  I  will  take  care  to  have  the  orders  written 

out  and  all  ready. 

10252.  What  are  the  orders  that  you  receive  from  the  guardians,  with  reference 
to  your  giving  medical  relief  in  out-door  cases  ? — To  act  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Commissioners. 

10253.  What  are  those  instructions  ? — To  give  relief,  whether  medical  or  other- 
wise, in  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity  ;  and  to  constitute  a  claim  for  that 
relief,  it  must  be  both  sudden  and  urgent. 

10254.  ^o\x  are  the  person  to  determine  whether  the  cases  are  sudden  and  urgent 
or  not  ? — Yes. 

10255.  Then,  supposing  you  have  an  application  for  relief  from  a  poor  man,  do 
you  go  to  his  cottage  and  ascertain  the  circumstances  under  which  he  makes  his 
application? — If  there  is  a  necessity  for  it  I  do. 

10256.  Do  you  go? — Not  invariably. 

10257.  Do  you  undertake  to  refuse  to  give  relief  without  going  to  the  cottage 
and  inquiring  personally  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case? — Perhaps  I  do  not  go, 
sometimes  1  do. 

10258.  In  some  cases  you  do;  in  the  case  of  Wilson  you  withheld  relief,  although 
you  did  not  go  to  see  the  condition  of  his  wife? — No;  that  is  for  want  of  the 
medical  education  that  you  speak  of;  had  I  gone  I  should  have  been  no  wiser. 

10259.  Ifyoii  ''^d  even  seen  tlie  person,  you  do  not  consider  you  would  have 
been  a  judge  in  tliat  case? — Perhaps  not. 

10260.  Do  you  consider  that  you  are  a  judge,  not  having  seen  the  individual? 
— Certainly  not. 

I02t3i.  How  then  can  you  undertake  to  withhold  relief? — I  can  judge  whether  a 
thing  is  sudden  ;  and  I  can  judge  partly  whether  it  is  urgent,  because  I  can  judge 
of  the  person's  means  who  applies  to  me  to  procure  that  which  he  asks  for. 

10262.  Can  you  judge  in  all  cases  whether  there  is  danger,  from  merely  looking 
at  a  person,  much  less  from  hearing  a  statement  from  a  non-professional  individual? 
— Certainly  not. 

10263.  Then,  is  it  the  rule  in  your  union  to  withhold  medical  relief  in  all  cases 
where  a  person  is  not  in  the  workhouse,  antl  where  he  is  not  receiving  relief  froin 
the  parish  ? — No. 

10264.  Describe  the  cases  in  which  medical  relief  is  given?  — In  cases  of  desti- 
tution, of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  such  as  accident ;  it  would  be  given  in  the 
case  of  accident,  where  a  person  was  able  to  seiid  for  it ;  we  would  not  stop  to 
make  an  inquiry  of  that  kind,  but  an  order  would  be  given  totiie  nearest  surgeon  on 
the  spot ;  and  in  any  case  which  was  represented  as  very  urgent  it  would  be  given 
in  the  first  instance,  unless  it  appeared  that  the  person  applying  for  it  had  the  means 
within  his  own  power. 

I02ti5.  But  medical  relief,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  is  not  given  to  the 
families  of  able-bodied  labourers  out  of  the  workhouse? — No. 

10266.  That  is  the  instruction  which  you  receive  from  the  guardians  ? — It  is. 

10267.  W  tiatever  the  wages  may  be,  however  high  or  however  low,  no  medical 
relief  is  i>iven  to  the  families  of  the  able-bodied  ? — That  is  not  the  instruction, 
whether  the  wages  are  high  or  whether  they  are  low;  it  is  uhether  they  are  in 
emplovuient  or  not ;  if  they  are  they  must  receive  the  usual  wages. 

10268.  You  have  stated  that  the  wages  vary  from  8.9.  or  9*'.  to  13.$'.  a  week; 
suppose  a  man  receiving  %s.  a  week  has  a  wife  and  four  or  five  ciiildren  ;  if  an 
application  were  made  to  you  to  furnish  medical  relief  to  the  w^ile  or  any  of  the 
children,  would  you,  as  a  matter  of  course,  give  an  order  for  that  relief? — No, 
not  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  should  not. 

1 0269.  Chairman.]  You  say  tliat  the  instruction  of  the  board  of  guardians  to 
you  is  to  act,  in  cases  of  medical  relief,  under  the  orders  01  the  Commissioners  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  they  frame  their  instructions  upon  that. 

10270.  You  say  that  in  case  of  any  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  which  may 
be  construed  to  include  a  case  of  accident,  without  reference  to  the  want  or 
destitution  of  the  parties,  vou  uould  think  yourseU  obliged  to  give  medical  relief  ? — ■ 
I  should,  and  the  overseers  have  the  same  orders. 

10271.  If  you  had  notice  of  the  sickness  or  of  any  injury  received  by  atiy 
pauper  in  any  parish  or  place  for  which  you  are  employed   to  act,  would  it  not 

be 
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be  your  duty  to  notify  the  fact  of  that  bickncss  to  the  medical  officer  r— Yes,  of  'SU .  J^An  Manhelt. 
any  pauper. 

10272.  That  is  the  rule  which  applies,  to  the  medical  relief  of  paupers? — It  is.        '5  M»y  iSjS. 

10273.  When  a  person  who  is  not  a  pauper,  that  is  not  already  in  receipt  of 
parochial  relief,  applies  to  you  for  medical  a.ssistance,  do  you  not  form  the  best 
opinion  you  can  whctlicr  that  person  is  in  a  condition  to  supply  medical  relief  for 
himself? — I  do. 

10274.  You  take  into  consideration  his  earnings  and  tlic  number  of  his  family, 
and  as  far  as  you  can  form  an  opinion  of  his  means  of  paying  for  medical  relief 
himself? — I  do. 

10275.  If  you  find  persons  in  circumstances  apparently  of  destitution,  although 
they  have  not  been  hitherto  paupers,  from  tlie  small  amount  of  their  earnings, 
from  the  accidental  circumstancf  of  being  out  of  cniploymcnt  in  extreme  severity 
of  weather,  from  tho  Imgc  number  in  the  family,  or  from  the  prevalence  of  com- 
plaints witliiu  the  family  such  as  to  reduce  them  to  great  distress,  though  they 
were  not  paupers,  should  you,  under  those  circumstances,  give  medical  relief?  — 
I  should. 

10276.  The  circumstances  under  which  you  would  take  upon  yourself  to  decline 
giving  an  order  for  medical  relief,  are  those  in  which  you  think  the  man  may 
supply  himself  with  medical  relief  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  of  guardians  ? 
— Yes,  that  is  generally  the  case. 

10277.  At  most,  six  days  can  intervene  between  the  application  to  you  and  the 
meeting  of  the  board  ?— Yes. 

10278.  In  cases  of  destitution,  whether  a  man  may  have  been  a  pauper  or  not, 
you  feel  yourself  bound  to  give  medical  relief? — Yes,  particularly  if  he  is  the 
head  of  a  family. 

10270.  The  illness  of  the  head  of  a  family  naturally  interfering  with  the  means 
of  subsistence  of  the  family? — Yes,  and  constituting  him  a  pauper  at  once. 

10280.  If  you  believe  that  he  is  in  a  condition  to  supply  himself  with  medical 
assistence  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  board,  do  you  take  that  mans  application 
and  bring  it  before  the  board  at  their  next  meeting  ? — Yes,  I  do,  and  tell  the  man 
to  come  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  board,  and  that  I  will  take  his  application 
that  morning  when  I  am  sure  he  will  appear. 

10281.  The  board  of  guardians  then  exercise  their  discretion  as  to  whether  the 
circumstances  of  the  man  are  such  as  to  justify  them  in  giving  medical  relief? — 
Yes. 

10282.  Supposing  a  man  having  applied  to  you  for  medical  assistance,  and  you 
having  desired  him  to  come  before  the  board  of  guardians  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  board,  he  could  not  apj)ear  to  follow  up  that  application,  what  would  be  the 
course? — I  should  not  lay  it  before  the  board,  because  I  have  the  instructions  of 
the  board  not  to  bring  cases  before  them,  unless  the  parties  are  there  to  answer 
such  further  questions  as  they  may  think  proper  to  put  to  them. 

10283.  Supposing  the  man  to  be  ill,  and  not  able  to  appear? — Then  I  would 
lay  the  case  before  the  board. 

10284.  You  were  asked  with  reference  to  your  power  of  judging,  as  to  whether 
the  nature  of  the  complaint  is  one  that  may  be  dangerous,  and  re(iuire  immediate 
relief:  what  difference  is  therebetween  your  power  of  judging  of  whether  the 
complaint  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  requires  innneuiate  assistance,  and  the  power 
that  was  possessed  formerly  by  the  parish  officers  or  by  the  vestry,  composed  prin- 
cipally of  farmers,  or  by  any  other  person  to  whom  pau[>ers,  under  the  former  state 
of  the  law,  must  have  made  an  application  ? — There  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
any  ditference. 

10285.  If  all  who  api>ly  were  to  receive  medical  a?>istancc,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  would  not  that  include  almost  all  the  labouring  population  of  the  county? — 
It  would,  as  it  did  formerly. 

10286.  Do  you  not  think,  considering  the  situation  of  the  labouring  population 
of  Bedfordshire,  that  there  are  some  families  who  are  able  to  provide  themselves 
with  medical  relief  and  others  who  are  not? — I  tliink  manv  arc  in  a  condition  to  do 
so,  and  many  might  be  if  they  wished. 

102S7.  And  others,  wiio,  from  the  smallness  of  their  wages,  and  the  number  of 
their  family,  or  illness  in  the  family,  are  not  able  to  provide  medical  assistance?-- 
Certainly. 

102SS.  You  think,  therefore,  that  it  is  necessary  to  exercise  some  discrimination 
with  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  applicants  ? — Yes. 
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hh:J(jl.nMur.^hulL        lOiSp.   Do  you  believe  tliat  that  (lisciimiimtion,  as  far  as  you  have  the  means 

~T,       r~        of  judging,  lias  been  reasonably  excrcij>ed  by  the  board  of  "uardiaiis  at  Ainpthillr 
15  May  1838.       j'^iJi"    °  J  J  b  \ 

10290.  Do  you  think  that  medical  assistance  has  been  given  to  those  parties  «i)0 
are  not  in  circumstances  to  provide  it  ?— I  think  1  can  scarcely  recollect  any  such 
case  m  which  they  have  refused  it. 

10-291.  It  it  were  necessary  that  you  should  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  complaint  and  the  urgency  of  the  case,  as  to  medical  treatment,  would  it  not 
be  necessary  that  you  and  every  relieving  officer  in  the  country,  and  every  parish 
ofilcer,  they  being  applied  to  in  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,'  sliould 
receive  a  medical  education  in  order  to  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject?— Such  appears  to  me  to  be  the  case. 

102Q2.  Mr.  Jt'aklcy.']  Yon  have  stated  that  relief  is  administered  under  the 
same  system  now,  witli  reference  to  the  relieving  otlicer,  and  the  power  exercised 
by  the  relieving  officer  as  formerly  ? — I  have  never  stated  any  such  tiling. 

10293.  You  are  relieving  officer  in  the  Ampthill  Union  ?  —  Yes. 

10294.  How  many  parisiies  have  you  in  that  union  ?— Nineteen. 

1029,5.  Under  the  old  system  did  not  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  who 
had  to  administer  relief  to  the  poor,  reside  in  tiie  parishes? — Of  course  they  did. 

10291).  \Vere  they  not  the  resident  nuighbours  of  the  individuals  who  were 
sick  and  had  made  application  for  relief? — Yes. 

10297.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  the  Committee,  that  by  living  through  nineteen 
parishes  you  are  as  capable  of  judging  of  the  condition  of  tl;e  working  people,  as 
persons  who  have  resided  in  the  parishes  the  whole  of  their  lives  would  be? — I  liave 
never  said  any  thing  of  the  sort  to  the  Committee,  nor  do  I  imagine  that  I  am  ; 
it  is  for  that  reason  I  imagine  that  the  clause  is  framed  giving  power  to  church- 
wardens and  overseers  to  give  that  relief;  it  is  only  into  their  circumstances  that 
I  make  inquiries. 

10298.  Under  llie  new  law  have  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  the  power  of 
giving  that  relief  except  in  cases  of  emergency  ? — They  have  not. 

10299.  Are  yon  not  the  individual  to  whom  the  parties  must  look  for  relief; 
the  churchwardens  cannot  relieve  except  in  cases  of  emergency? — No. 

10300.  Do  you  consider  that  you  are  as  capable  of  judging  what  are  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  family,  with  reference  to  sickness,  as  the  individuals  are  who 
reside  near  that  family,  wiio  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  how  they  havo 
been  situated  for  many  years? — Yes. 

10301.  You  tliink  you  can  judge  as  well  ? — V^es. 

10302.  Of  what  place  are  you  native? — Of  Kent. 

10303.  What  parish  in  Kent? — Rochester. 

10304.  \A'here  did  you  reside  till  you  were  20  years  of  age? — In  various 
places. 

10305.  Name  them? — I  cannot,  perhaps;  before  I  was  20  years  of  age  I  had 
resided  in  some  3,000  places ;  I  had  been  in  the  army,  and  had  travelled  far. 

10306.  Have  you  yourself  been  a  farmer? — No. 

10307.  Have  you  mixed  much  with  working  people? — Not  a  great  deal,  per- 
haps, not  as  regards  agricultural  people  working  in  the  country;  but  you  are  aware 
that  a  great  portion  of  the  army  is  composed  of  agricultural  labourers  ;  I  have  had 
very  close  acquaintance  with  them,  and  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
manners  and  customs  of  all  parts  of  the  country  from  their  conversation. 

10308.  From  a  soldier  you  think  that  would  give  you  a  very  good  notion  witli 
reference  to  the  habits  of  the  people  in  their  cottages? — I  think  a  military  school 
is  much  better  than  you  imagine. 

10309.  It  is  not  what  I  imagine,  it  is  what  vou  are  capable  of  doing  from  the 
education  you  have  received  ;  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  mixing  with  the 
working  people  in  their  cottages  ? — I  have  not. 

10310.  What  was  your  occupation  from  the  time  you  were  20  years  of  age  till 
you  were  em[)loyed  as  relieving  officer  in  the  Ampthill  Union? — Ciiietly  in  the 
army;  sometimes  serjeant-major  and  sometimes  paymaster's  clerk  ;  I  held,  during 
a  great  jiorlion  of  my  time,  a  civil  situation  in  the  army,  as  paymasters  clerk. 

1031 1.  When  did  you  leave  the  army  ? — In  1831. 

10312.  What  did  you  do  then  ?— Lived  upon  my  means. 

103x3.  Where? — Both  in  the  country  and  iii  the  parish  of  Mary-le-bone  ;  in 
the  parish  of  Mary-le-bonc  I  was  in  business. 

10314.  Where  did  you  reside  in  the  country  ? — In  Kent. 

10315.   Mill 
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10315.  Will  you  name  the  place? — Chatham.  Mr.  John  Marshall. 

]  03 1 6.  What  street  ? — There  are  no  streets  in  Chatham ;  I  lived   in  the  parish       

of  Chatham.  15  May  1838. 

10317.  Supposing  a  letter  had  been  addressed  to  you  at  Chatham,  how  would 
it  have  found  you  ? — Very  easily  ;  the  post-master  knew  me  very  well. 

10318.  What  would  be  the  mode  of  address  ? — Merely  Chatham. 

10319.  You  followed  no  occupation  there? — I  followed  no  occupation  after  I 
was  out  of  the  army. 

10320.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Chatham? — I  cannot  exactly  say. 

10321.  When  did  you  go  to  reside  in  Mary-le-bone  ? — In  the  year  1833. 

10322.  Were  you  at  Chatham  two  years? — Chatham  and  other  places. 

10323.  VV^iat  other  places? — Some  part  of  the  time  in  London;  I  lived  in 
London,  besides  living  in  Chatham. 

10324.  Where  did  you  reside  in  London  ? — This  seems  to  me  to  be  an  inquiry 
ratlier  into  my  private  affairs  than  into  the  nature  of  the  law. 

10325.  It  is  no  more  a  matter  of  inquiry  into  your  private  affairs  than  with  a 
view  to  see  whether  the  guardians  have  exercised  due  diligence  in  their  appoint- 
ment of  you  ? — The  guardians  appointed  me  in  consequence  of  my  answer  to  the 
advertisement. 

10326.  Where  did  you  reside  after  you  left  Chatham  ? — I  resided  for  some 
time  in  No.  8,  William-street,  Hampstead-road,  and  164,  Fleet-street,  and  64, 
John-street,  Fitzroy-square. 

10327.  ^\'hen  did  you  reside  in  William-street,  Hampstead-road? — I  cannot 
tell  you. 

10328.  Did  you  carry  on  business  in  cither  of  those  places? — I  did. 

10329.  In  which  of  them? — At  No.  1G4,  Fleet-street. 

10330.  And  also  in  John-street,  Fitzroy-square? — No;  nor  yet  in  William- 
street. 

10331.  What  business  did  you  carry  on  in  Fleet-street? — I  was  in  partnership 
witli  a  printer ;  not  that  I  was  a  printer  ;  I  know  nothing  at  all  of  the  business. 

10332.  Ill  what  year  was  that? — In  1S32. 

10333.  Where  were  you  residing  at  the  time  you  made  application  to  be  the 
relieving  officer  of  the  Ampthill  Union  ? — In  Jamess-street,  Oxford -street. 

10334.  Is  that  in  the  parish  of  Mary-le-bone? — Yes. 

10335.  What  was  the  number  there? — Forty-eight. 

10336.  What  were  you  doing  there  ? — Keeping  a  grocers-shop  ;  at  least,  when 
I  say  I  was  keeping  a  grocer's-shop,  I  did  keep  a  shop  there,  but  I  did  not  at  the 
time  I  made  application  to  the  board  of  guardians  ;  but  1  had  given  it  up  some 
few  days,  not  more  than  two  or  three  days ;  I  resigned  it  at  Midsummer,  and  I 
think  I  saw  this  advertisement  of  the  Ampthill  board  of  guardians  at  the  very 
beginning  of  July. 

10337.  From  this  statement  of  your  different  places  of  residence,  it  appears 
that  you  have  not  resided  in  any  rural  district  in  connexion  with  agricultural 
affairs  ? — Not  at  all ;  I  have  told  this  Committee  so  already. 

10338.  And  you  have  not  been  connected  with  labourers  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
excepting  your  occupation  as  a  soldier  ? — No,  I  liave  not. 

10339.  Still,  under  those  circumstances,  having  been  so  brought  up,  and  having 
so  passed  your  life,  you  are  of  opinion  that  you  arc  as  capable  of  judging  what 
may  be  the  circumstances  of  the  working  people  as  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
and  other  individuals  who  have  passed  their  lives  in  the  neighbourhood? — That 
opinion  has  been  formed  by  the  guardians,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  gainsay  it 

10340.  Chairman.]  You  have  described  yourself  not  to  have  been  very 
conversant  with  the  habits  of  the  rural  population  of  the  country  at  the  time  you 
answered  the  advertisement  of  the  board  of  guardians  for  a  relieving  officer  for  the 
Ampthill  Union  ? — I  was  not. 

10341.  You  were  chosen  upon  certain  testimonials,  and  for  a  short  time,  were 
you  not  ? — No,  I  was  provisionally  chosen. 

10342.  You  were  chosen  provisionally,  in  order  to  give  the  guardians  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining,  from  your  mode  of  conducting  the  business,  whether  you 
conducted  it  to  tlicir  satis^faction ? — Yes;  I  did  the  duty  of  reheving  officer  for 
three  weeks,  without  any  salary  at  all. 

10343.  Having  done  it  for  three  weeks,  were  you  appointed  permanently? — 
Yes,  to  that  tlistrici. 

10344.  How  long  did  you  do  the  duty  of  that  district? — Eleven  months. 
39«-  c  10345.  After 
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^iT.JohnMars/iall.       10345.  After  having  for  three  weeks  executed  the  duty  provisionally,  and  11 

months  permanently  for  one  district  of  the  union,  were  you  appointed  hy  the  board 

IS  May  1838.      of  guardians  rcHcving  officer  of  the  whole  union? — 1  was,  in  o|)posilion  to  one 
who  had  resided  all  his  life-time  in  a  rural  district. 

10346.  The  board  of  guardians  are  composed  very  much  of  the  farmers  of  that 
neighbourhood  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

10347.  The  farmers  of  that  neighbourhood  must  be  perfectly  conversant  with 
the  rural  habits  of  the  population  ? — Yes. 

10348.  Ti)c  farmers,  therefore,  would  be  able  to  judge  whether  your  reports 
were  correct  or  not? — I  think  they  would. 

10349.  They  appointed  you  provisionally,  and  afterwards  permanently,  to  a 
part  of  the  union,  and  subsequently  to  the  wiiole  union? — 'Yes. 

10350.  Being  satisfied  that  your  conduct  entitled  you  to  their  confidence? — 
It  would  appear  so  ;  I  had  1 6  votes  out  of  2 1 . 

10351.  You  consider,  that  when  there  was  a  contest  at  the  election  of  the 
relieving  officer,  the  board  having  voted  in  the  proportion  you  have  named  is  a 
|)roof  that  they  were  disposed  to  place  confidence  in  you  ?— It  would  appear  so. 

10352.  When  were  you  first  elected  ? — On  the  glh  of  July  1835. 

10353.  How  many  boards  of  guardians  have  been  chosen  since  your  first 
election  ? — Three. 

10354.  Tlierefore  you  have  received  your  appointment  from  three  boards  of 
guardians,  those  boards  being  principally  composed  of  the  farmers  of  the  district 
of  Ampthill? — I  have. 

10355.  ]\Ir.  Bai/ies.]  Was  there  any  particular  reason  why  you  should  be  chosen 
in  preference  to  any  other  candidate,  from  relationship  or  connexion,  or  from  any 
other  cause  of  that  nature  ? — I  had  not  a  relation  there,  and  I  never  before  was  in 
the  county  of  Bedford,  that  1  know  ot  ;  I  had  not  a  relation  or  any  one  to  speak 
for  me,  nor  did  I  know  any  one ;  I  was  elected  from  the  testimonials  which  I 
produced. 

10356.  Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  you  have  been  retained  in  your  situa- 
tion from  favouritism  ? — I  think  not. 

10357.  Have  you  any  local  connexions  in  that  part  of  the  world  ? — None. 

10358.  Mr.  Fres/ijield.]  You  said  that  you  had  no  jjarticular  connexion  wiih 
agriculture  ? — No. 

10350.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  cottagers  in  their  cottages  ? — YiGS, 
1  have  seen  much  of  that. 

10360.  But  you  held  the  office  of  serjeant-major  in  the  army  ? — Yes. 

10361.  Is  it  not  a  part  cf  the  duty  of  the  serjeant-major  to  be  on  the  alert  to 
observe  the  conduct  of  the  privates,  and  to  be  always  ready  to  give  an  account  of 
their  conduct,  whether  that  conduct  be  good  or  bad,  to  the  field  officers  who  may 
require  a  report  from  him  ? — That  is  the  duty  of  the  serjeant-major. 

1 0362.  And  therefore,  from  your  experience,  you  consider  yourself  to  be  a  person 
capable  of  conducting  inquiries  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  poor  ? — It 
struck  me  when  I  saw  the  advertisement,  from  that  very  circumstance,  that  it  was 
the  very  thing  that  would  suit  mc,  or  I  was  going  into  business  again. 

10363.  Mr.  Fichlcn.']  In  the  case  of  Wilson,  you  have  stated  that  you  obtained 
information  that  he  was  receiving  13.9.  a  week,  and  that  you  obtained  that  informa- 
tion from  his  employer  Mr,  Bennett? — I  did. 

10364.  Did  you  make  inquiry  how  long  Wilson  had  been  receiving  135.  a  week? 
— No,  not  particularly,  but  1  think  I  may  say  all  the  winter. 

10365.  Would  you  say  that  all  the  winter  he  had  been  receiving  13.?.  a  week  as 
a  labourer? — Yes,  I  think  I  understood  Mr.  Bennett  to  say  so,  that  he  had  drawn 
105.  a  week,  and  that  he  and  three  more  had  drawn  5/.  as  a  balance  for  six  weeks' 
work,  which  would  make  it  more  than  13*.  a  week. 

10366.  Mr.  Bennett  said  that  Wilson  had  been  receiving  13*.  a  week  as  his 
weekly  wages?— I  infer,  from  what  Mr.  Bennett  said,  that  this  man  was  in  the 
habit  of  drawing  10*.  a  week  all  the  winter  ;  he  said  that  he  had  been  drawing  all 
the  winter;  and,  to  show  me  what  he  did  get,  that  for  the  last  six  weeks,  he  and 
three  more  had  got  5/.  which  was  25*'.  more. 

10367.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  say  to  the  Committee  that  Wilson  was  receiving 
13.^.  a  week,  at  the  lime  he  made  his  application  to  you,  from  Mr.  Bennett,  the 
farmer? — I  am  not  sure  that  I  did  ;  if  I  did,  perliaps  it  was  quite  correct,  but  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  it  was  correct ;  if  1  said  so,  I  mentioned  this  to  the  Committee. 

10368.  Have 
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103G8.  Have  you  got  data  which  you  can  bring  before  this  Committee,  to  show,   ^.u.johnManhall. 

from  the  communications  that  you  had  vvitli  the  farmer,  that  he  had  been  receiving        

135.  a  week  for  any  period  back  ? — No,  I  have  not,  but  1  tan  very  so6n  get  them  ;      15  May  1838. 

I  received   a  verbal  communication  from   Mr.  Bennett.     I  met  iiim  in  the  street, 

and  I  did  not  take  any  minute,  or  any  thing,  but  I  asked  him  of  tlie  ciicumstance, 

and  he  told  me;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  my  impression  is  that  he  had 

received  about  135.  a  week  all  the  winter;  that  was  my   impression   at  the  time, 

and  that  is  my  impression  now. 

10369.  Wliat  you  stated  as  a  fact  before,  you  now  state  as  an  impression;  is 
that  to  be  understood  by  the  Committee? — If  you  please,  I  would  rather  you  should 
take  it  as  an  impression  than  as  a  fact ;  because  I  can  ascertain  whether  it  is  a  fact 
afterwards. 

10370.  You  have  stated  that  Wilson  made  application  to  you  for  a  doctor;  you 
denied  him  a  doctor,  because  you  thought  him  not  a  proper  object  of  relief? — No,  I 
did  not  say  so ;  I  denied  him,  because  it  was  not  a  case  of  sudden  and  urgent  neces- 
sity, and  tl)at  I  could  interfere  with,  and  it  was  for  the  board  to  decide  upon  it. 

10371.  How  do  you  know  that  it  was  not  a  proper  case  for  you  to  interfere  in  ? 
—  Because  he  told  me  that  his  wife  had  been  ill  for  six  weeks  and  more. 

10372.  Did  the  circumstance  of  the  woman  having  been  ill  for  six  weeks  con- 
vince you  that  she  u  as  not  in  urgent  want  of  a  doctor  ? — It  convinced  me  that  it 
was  not  sudden. 

10373.  Might  not  the  denial  of  the  doctor  have  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
death  of  the  poor  woman,  if  she  had  died  before  the  man  could  go  to  the  board  ?  — 
No,  I  think  not ;  I  think  it  very  unlikely. 

10374.  Do  you  know  how  long  the  wife  of  Wilson  had  been  unwell? — I  think 
five  or  six  weeks. 

1037.5.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  as  stated  by  the 
doctor? — No,  he  has  never  stated  it ;  she  is  not  attended  by  the  doctor. 

10376.  Her  husband  applied  to  you  for  one,  and  could  not  obtain  one? — No,  he 
could  not,  from  me. 

10377.  Have  you  not  stated  to  the  Committee  that  you  thought  that  Wilson  was 
in  the  receipt  of  wages  which  did  not  entitle  him  to  any  relief  from  the  parish  ? — I 
stated  that,  but  not  as  my  reason  for  refusing  him  a  doctor ;  my  reason  was, 
because  I  had  not  the  power  to  give  him  one. 

10378.  What  led  you,  then,  to  make  inquiry  as  to  Wilson's  wages? — That  if 
he  appeared  before  the  board,  I  might  give  the  board  the  information  which  they 
would  require. 

10379.  At  the  time  he  made  the  application  to  you,  you  did  not  know  his 
wages  ? — No. 

10380.  But  you  took  upon  yourself  to  determine  that  he  was  not  a  proper 
person  to  whom  relief  should  be  given,  as  a  case  of  necessity  ? — Certaiidy,  from  the 
fact  of  his  being  an  able-bodied  man,  in  employment,  and  in  the  receipt  of  wages  ; 
and,  his  wife  having  been  ill  for  some  time,  it  was  neither  sudden  nor  urgent,  and  I 
could  not  take  it  as  such  ;  and  our  board  would  not  have  been  satisfied  if  I  had 
taken  that  as  a  case  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity. 

10381.  But  do  you  not  constitute  yourself  the  judge? — I  have  not  said  any 
thing  with  a  view  to  that  meaning;  if  I  have  it  has  been  s|)oken  inadvertently. 

10382.  In  describing  cases  of  urgent  necessity  have  you  said  any  thing  or 
nothing  as  to  who  was  to  be  the  judge,  when  an  application  is  made? — I  beg  to 
say  in  answer  to  that,  that  to  constitute  any  claim  upon  me  as  the  relieving  officer, 
for  relief,  it  must  be  both  sudden  and  urgent ;  those  two  words  are  in  connexion, 
not  sudden  or  urgent. 

10383.  Upon  that  you  act? — Upon  that  I  act. 

1 0384.  What  constitutes  both  sudden  and  urgent  necessity? — I  have  already  stated 
this  morning  that  accident  constitutes  that,  or  the  case  of  a  person  falling  into  a 
lit,  or  any  thing  of  that  sort ;  that  is  a  sudden  thing  and  urgent,  because  a  person 
might  go  off  in  that  way,  but  if  a  person  has  been  ill  for  some  tinie  and  waited,  she 
could  wait  for  one  more  day,  or  two  more  days,  and  come  before  the  board. 

10385.  Suppose  a  poor  man  has  his  wife  sick,  suddenly  taken  in  labour,  and  he 
applies  to  you  for  a  doctor,  would  you  consider  that  a  case  of  urgent  necessity  ? — 
That  is  a  case  for  the  overseer. 

10386.  And  not  a  case  for  the  relieving  officer? — No;  unless  I  reside  in  the 
parish,  how  can  I  know  what  the  case  is  so  well  as  the  person  upon  the  spot? 

390-  D  10387.  Then 


Mr,  Ju/m  Marshall. 
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1 0387.  Then  the  overseer  has  a  power  which  the  relieving  officer  has  not  ?— No, 

I  think  not. 

J,  y^     jg„8  10388.   Is  there  any  thing  in  the  law  that  enjoins  any  such  duties  on  the  relieving 

officer,  or  on  the  overseer  either  ? — Yes. 

io38»j.  Can  you  point  it  out  ? — The  54th  section  of  the  Act  will  point  it  out ; 
it  says  nothing  about  tlie  relieving  officer  there  ;  but  the  interpretation  clause  will 
make  me  an  overseer  as  well  as  a  relieving  officer. 

10390.  Then  you  are  overseer  as  well  as  relieving  officer? — Yes. 

I03QI.  Then  you  have  the  power  that  all  overseers  have  of  granting  relief  in 
cases  where  you  think  proper  to  do  so  ? — Yes,  I  have  ;  but  I  have  not  the  same 
means  of  judging  that  tliey  have. 

10302.  Will  you,  on  that  account,  refuse  relief? — If  they  reside  in  the  parish  of 
Anipthill  they  always  make  the  application  to  myself,  not  to  the  overseer. 

10393.  Suppose  a  person  came  from  Sliitlington,  seven  miles  from  Ampthill,  and 
told  you  that  his  wife  was  in  labour,  and  required  a  doctor,  or  she  would  be  likely 
lo  lose  her  life,  what  would  you  do '—In  the  first  place,  I  should  think  the  man 
acted  wronglv  in  coming  to  me  and  not  going  to  the  overseer  ;  it  has  been  published 
ofttimes  and  ofttimes  that  the  overseer  can  relieve  them  in  those  cases,  and  there 
is  not  a  pauper,  whatever  they  may  say  to  the  contrary,  within  that  union  but  what 
knows  the  course  of  proceeding,  and  thoy  know  that  in  cases  of  sickness  they  ought 
to  apply  to  the  overseer. 

10394.  Supposing  a  man  went  to  the  overseer  of  the  parish,  and  the  overseer 
refused  to  give  him  relief,  but  sent  him  over  to  the  relieving  officer,  and  when  he  has 
got  to  the  relieving  officer,  the  relieving  officer  also  sends  him  back  without  relief? 
— If  the  overseer  hesitates  to  treat  a  case  as  a  case  of  urgent  necessity,  I  should 
leave  it  upon  his  shoulders. 

10395.  You  would  not  act  the  part  of  overseer  ? — Is  it  possible  that  I  can  judge 
of  a  case  seven  or  eight  miles  off,  when  an  overseer  upon  the  spot  would  not  do  it? 
I  should  consider  that  the  man  was  not  telling  me  the  truth. 

10396.  Mr.  Baifies.]  Is  it  at  all  probable  that  a  man's  wife  being  in  labour,  he 
would  go  to  a  distance  of  seven  miles  when  he  could  go  one  mile  to  obtain  this 
medical  relief? — I  think  it  is  exceedingly  unlikely. 

10397.  If  it  is  so  exceedingly  unlikely,  do  you  know  any  instance  where  the 
thing  has  ever  occurred  ? — I  do  not. 

10398.  Do  you  suppose  that  there  will  be  ever  an  instance  in  which  it  will  occur? 
— I  cannot  suppose  that  there  will. 

10399.  ^Ir.  -f'V/t/t'H.]  In  this  case  of  Wilson,  you  made  the  inquiry  as  to  his 
wages  after  you  had  refused  the  doctor  which  he  applied  for,  did  you  not  ? — Yes, 
and  I  think,  also,  before  I  had  been  to  his  employer  I  asked  the  man  how  much 
he  was  getting  :  I  usually  do  :  if  I  did  not  it  was  a  great  omission. 

10400.  What  did  the  man  tell  you  he  was  getting? — I  think  he  said  g^-. 

10401.  You  are  quite  certain  that  he  told  you  9*.  ? — I  think  he  told  me  9*.  ; 
I  cannot  charge  my  mcmorv  with  every  thing  of  that  kind. 

10402.  The  person  by  whom  he  was  employed  has  told  you  that  he  earned  13*.? 
—  He  has. 

10403.  Mr.  Baniebi/.]  Whether  he  obtained  95.  or  13.S.,  as  it  was  not  a  case 
of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  it  would  not  have  been  your  duty  to  order  the 
medical  man  to  attend  the  wife? — Certainly  not. 

10404.  Mi:  JlJiks.]  In  the  course  of  conversation,  he  told  you  that  his  wife 
had  been  ill  six  weeks  ;  did  you  at  the  same  time  ask  him  whether  she  was  worse 
than  she  had  been? — I  do  not  know  ;    I  think  not. 

10405.  Do  not  you  think  it  necessary  to  make  those  inquiries,  if  you  do  not 
visit  the  cottage?—  In  the  majority  of  cases,  I  should  have  had  the  words,  "  Yes, 
much  worse  than  she  was  yesterday  ;  wants  a  doctor  very  bad." 

104.06.  If  he  had  stated  that,  would  it  not  have  been  your  duty  to  go  and 
visit  the  case  ? — No  ;  I  think  he  ought  to  go  and  procure  the  doctor  on  his  own 
account. 

10407.  If  the  man's  story  was  true,  that  he  received  gs.  a  week,  may  not  his 
necessary  outlay  upon  the  poor  woman  in  the  six  weeks  during  which  she  was  ill 
have  been  such  as  not  to  allow  him  to  call  for  those  necessaries  which  her  disease 
required  ? — That  might  have  been  the  case,  but  as  the  board-day  was  so  near,  it 
could  not  have  lasted  above  another  day  or  two,  and  the  man  might  have  come  to 
the  board  and  made  his  representation  there,  and  whatever  the  guardians  thought 
necessary  would  have  been  ordered. 

10408.  Might 
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10408.  Might   not  the    woman    in   those  two  or  three   days   have  been    .so   M\.  John  Marshall. 

exceedingly  ill  that  particular  medicines   were  necessary   to  save  her  life,  which       

medicines  the  man  himself  had   not  sufficient  money   to   procure? — That  is  not       15^3^1838. 
quite  an  impossible  case,   but  it  is  a  very  improbable  one,  in  my  opinion. 

io40().  Air.  Baines.']  If  she  had  been  so  ill,  do  you  think  the  man  would  have 
failed  in  makins^  such  a  representation  of  the  case  to  you  ? — I  think  he  would  not. 

10410.  Did  he  so  represent  it? — He  did  not;  he  came  in  and  sat  himself 
down  and  said,  "  Can  a  man  have  a  doctor  if  his  wife  is  sick  .'"  and  I  said,  "  Is 
your  wife  sick  ?"  "Yes,"  he  said,  "  How  long  has  she  been  sick  r"  "Six  weeks." 
"  Whom  do  you  work  for?"  "  Mr.  Hennclt,"  I  said,  "  I  cannot  give  you  an  order, 
but  you  can  come  over  to  the  board." 

10411.  Did  he  follow  up  those  observations  with  any  thing  to  this  effect: 
'*  My  wife  is  so  ill  that  the  case  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and  I  must  have  a 
doctor  immediately"? — No,  he  followed  it  up  by  saying  that  it  was  a  iiard  case 
that  a  man  could  not  have  a  doctor  now  the  same  as  under  the  old  law. 

10412.  Mr.  IVaklcy-l  ^"  point  of  fact,  did  you  not  consider  that  it  was  not 
your  duty  to  interfere  in  the  case,  the  man  not  being  a  pauper? — I  did,  in  a 
great  measure,  unless  the  case  had  been  sudden. 

10413.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  second  rule  of  the  instructions  of  the  Com- 
missioners, under  the  title,  '*  Duties  of  Relieving  Othccrs."'— -"  Second.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to  receive  all  applications  for  relief,  and  to  examine 
into  the  merits  and  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  report  the  same  to  the  board 
at  their  next  weekly  meeting."  You  heard  what  this  man  had  to  say  when  he 
applied  for  medical  relief;  did  you  report  his  case  to  the  board  ? — I  did  not. 

10414.  Upon  what  ground  did  you  decline  reporting  that  case? — Because  the 
man  did  not  make  a  personal  application  to  the  board,  as   I  desired  him,  and  the 
board   would  not  have  heard  any  application   from   me   unless  the  man  had  been  . 
present. 

1041.).  After  you  saw  the  man,  did  yon  make  any  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
of  his  case  ? — I  made  such  incjuiry  as  I  thought  necessary  to  enable  me  to  inform 
the  guardians,  if  the  man  came. 

10416.  Did  you  make  any  other  inquiry  except  that  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
man's  wages  ? — I  did  not. 

10417.  You  made  no  inquiry  as  to  the  condition  of  the  woman? — No. 

10418.  You  did  not  call  at  the  cottage? — No,  the  man  not  having  appeared 
at  the  board. 

10419.  If  the  man  had  appeared  would  you  have  been  in  a  condition  to  make 
a  report? — If  I  had  gone,  what  could  I  have  had  but  the  woman's  statement? 

10420.  What  is  tlie  meaning  of  tho^c  words  you  are  to  "examine  into  the 
merits  and  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  report  the  case  to  the  board  at  their 
next  weekly  meeting"? — That  is  left  discretionary  with  me,  as  to  what  steps  I 
may  think  best  to  pursue. 

10421.  Supposing  a  pauper  makes  an  application  for  relief  in  this  way,  what 
is  the  usual  course  of  inquiry  that  you  adopt? — I  vary  that;  I  like  to  obtain 
information  as  much  as  possible,  after  I  have  his  account,  from  his  neighbours 
and  from  the  farmers,  and  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  him. 

10422.  You  do  not  inquire  of  the  cottagers? — Not  always;  I  have  my 
reasons  for  that,   which  it  is  not  necessary  to  explain. 

10423.  Do  you  think  it  likely  that  you  would  get  the  best  information  from 
the  farmers? — I  do. 

10424.  Suppose,  in  consequence  of  your  neglecting  a  case,  a  pauper  died,  and 
an  inquest  was  held  upon  the  body,  who  would  be  the  jurymen  ;  what  description 
of  persons  would  be  the  jurymen? — Those  farmers. 

10425.  Mr.  Fielileu.]  Have  you  ever  visited  the  house  of  Wilson,  either  before 
or  since  he  made  application  ? — No. 

10426.  You  do  not  know  what  the  number  of  his  children  is? — He  is  not  a 
pauper ;  I  have  no  business  to  visit  him. 

10427.  But  he  made  an  application  for  relief,  and  you  refused  to  give  him  any? 
— I  declined  to  give  him  this,  because  I  had  not  the  power  to  give  it. 

10428.  You  told  him  that  he  must  applv  to  the  board? — Yes,  and  that  man 
failed  to  make  himself  a  pauper,  and  therefore  he  is  not  in  my  list. 

10429.  Did  you  take  him  down  in  your  list  of  applicants  when  he  applied  to  you 
for  the  doctor? — I  did,  in  my  private  list. 

39'->-  D  •'  10430.  Have 
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Mr.  John  Marshall.       10430.  Have  you  that  private  list  with  you? — I  take  it,  as  I  have  before  observed, 

• in  pencil  ;  when  tliat  is  filled  up  it  is  rubbed  out,  and  then  goes  ouabain. 

15  May  1838.  10431.   Has  his  name  been  entered  on  the  book  for  relief? — Certainly  not;  nor 

did  it  come  before  the  hoard. 

10432.  But  you  took  down  his  name  in  pencil?— Sufficiently  for  me  to  judge  of 
the  case  ;  but  I  always  let  ihem  come  to  the  receiving-room,  and  state  their  appli- 
cation in  a  way  that  I  can  put  it  down. 

10433.  Have  you  not  said  this  morning,  in  your  examination,  that  you  have  had 
instructions  from  the  board  not  to  bring  before  them  cases  that  do  not  deserve  relief? 
—  No,  I  never  have  said  that. 

10434.  Have  you  had  any  instruction  from  the  board  of  guardians  relative  to 
your  conduct  in  bringing  before  them  applicants  for  relief? — No,  there  are  no  par- 
ticular instructions  on  that  [)oint. 

10435.  Have  you  had  any  instructions  as  to  the  cases  that  you  should  brin" 
before  them  ? — No ;  the  only  instructions  that  I  have  had  are,  not  to  bring  a  case  a 
second  time  before  them,  unless  there  are  new  features  in  the  case. 

10436.  Have  you  received  those  instructions  verbally  or  written  ? —Verbally, 
many  times, 

10437.  Have  you  had  any  written  instructions  from  the  board  on  the  subject  ? — I 
do  not  know  that  they  ever  made  a  n)inute  of  it. 

10438.  They  never  gave  instructions  to  you  in  writing? — No,  they  have  not; 
bevond  the  rules  of  the  commissioners. 

10439.  ^^^-  ^l-'*/^^-]  ^^  ill  you  state  what  your  verbal  instructions  are? — They 
are  given  from  time  to  lime,  according  to  the  circumstances  tiiat  might  occur  at  the 
time.  The  chairman  might  say,  "  Do  not  let  this  occur  again  ;"  and  they  n)ight 
give  me  instructions  upon  any  other  point ;  if  that  is  in  accordance  witii  the  com- 
missioners' regulations,  of  course  I  comply  with  it. 

10440.  Have  you  ever  received  any  verbal  instructions  from  the  board  contra- 
dictory to  that  code  of  regulations  which  you  receive  from  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners ? — I  have  not ;  it  I  had,  1  should  have  remonstrated. 

10441.  And  the  verbal  instructions  which  you  have  received  from  the  board, 
have  been  as  to  particular  cases,  and  not  as  to  your  duty  universally  ? — Not  as  to 
my  duty  universally  ;  they  have  always  been  as  to  particular  cases. 

10442.  Mr.  Fitlikn.']  I  v\ill  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Ruth  Cole,  in 
9328;  did  the  husband  of  Ruth  Cole  make  application  to  you  for  a  doctor  for  his 
wife? — Yes  ;  he  came  over  to  my  house. 

10/143.  Did  vou  refuse  to  give  him  an  order  for  a  doctor? — Yes;  I  declined 
to  do  so,  because  the  overseer  had  not  done  so. 

10444.  Ho^^'  <^lo  you  know  that  the  overseer  had  refused? — He  told  me  that  he 
had  applied  to  the  overseer. 

10445.  J*^"^  yu  believed  the  husband  of  Ruth  Cole,  that  he  was  telling  the 
truth  ?■ — I  did,  in  the  first  place  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  the  overseer  sent  me  a 
note;  it  was  signed  by  him,  whether  in  his  hand-writing  or  not  I  cannot  say, 
saying  that  the  wife  was  ill  and  wanted  a  doctor. 

10446.  And  vou  refused  to  give  the  order  applied  for  by  the  husband  of  Ruth 
Cole?— Yes. 

10447.  ^'ou  have  stated,  that  the  ground  on  which  you  refused  relief  was  the 
impression  on  your  mind  that  he  was  not  a  proper  object  of  relief? — Certainly. 

10448.  What  were  the  earnings  of  the  husband  of  Ruth  Cole  on  that  occasion  ? 
• — Ten  shillings  a  week. 

10449.  ^^'ifit  "as  the  number  of  his  family? — One. 

10450.  Did  you  know  that  at  the  time  that  he  made  application  ? — Yes. 

10451.  How  did  you  know  it  ? — 1  knew  the  man  before. 

10452.  Did  vou  know  his  family  before? — No,  I  did  not  know  a  great  deal 
about  him,  but  1  knew  there  was  such  a  person,  with  one  child  ;  perhaps  I  asked 
him;  at  all  events,  I  knew  that  there  was  but  one  child,  except  the  one  born  that 
morning,  which  was  no  expense. 

10453.  He  told  you  that  he  had  made  application  to  the  overseer,  before  he 
came  to  you  ? — Yes. 

10454.  What  distance  was  it  from  the  cottage  of  Cole  to  the  overseer,  and  what 
distance  from  the  overseer's  house  to  Ampthill  ? — From  the  overseer's  house  about 
a  mile  and  a  half ;  and  the  distance  from  the  overseer's  house  to  Cole's  house,  is 
only  a  few  yards  ;  Steppingley,  altogether,  is  a  very  small  parish. 

10455.  Did 
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10455.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  as  to  the  ground  upon  which  the  overseer  Mr.  John  Martiall. 
had  refused  him  a  doctor  ? — No,  he  did  not.  

10456.  Do  you  recollect  what  conversation  passed  between  you  and  the  husband      15  ^--y  >^;iS. 
of  Ruth  Cole  when  he  made  the  application? — Yes,  I  remember  I  told  him,  that  he 

beiu}^  in  work  he  should  provide  a  doctor;  he  said,  "  Mr.  Chapman  will  not  come 
without  the  money;"  said  I,  "  How  do  you  know;  have  you  asked  him?"  he 
said,  "  No;"  then  said  I,  "  Do  you  owe  him  a  bill  ?"  "  No,"  he  said  ;  "  Then," 
said  I,  "  go  and  ask  him  on  vour  own  account,  and  let  me  know  what  he  says;" 
had  the  man  told  me  that  Mr.  Chapman  would  not  go  without  the  money,  and 
that  he  did  not  possess  the  means  to  pay  him  the  money,  1  should  have  considered 
it  a  case  of  necessity,  and  given  an  order  for  the  doctor,  and  reported  the  case  to 
the  guardians. 

10457.  Did  the  man  tell  you  what  was  the  situation  of  his  wife  at  the  time  he 
came  to  you  r — Yes,  I  quite  understood  that  she  was  put  to  bed. 

10458.  Did  you  understand  that  she  was  suffering  severely  from  some  complaint? 
— No,  I  did  not  understand  that  there  was  any  thing  more  in  it  than  that  she 
Mas  put  to  bed  that  morning  by  some  midwife  in  the  village,  and  that  she  wanted  a 
doctor  also. 

10459.  Was  tliere  a  farmer,  too,  that  interfered  in  the  case  of  Rulh  Cole? — 
Not  that  I  am  aware  of;  I  got  no  account  from  any  farmer  about  it ;  I  got  a  note 
from  the  overseer. 

1 0460.  Here  was  a  case  of  a  man  coming  two  miles,  at  least,  to  make  applicatio  n 
to  you  for  a  doctor,  a  case  which  would  iiave  been  thought  by  some  a  case  of 
urgent  necessity,  perhaps  ;  did  you  think  it  a  case  of  urgent  necessity  ? — It  was  not 
my  place  to  think  about  it,  it  was  the  place  of  the  overseer  to  think  it  a  case  of 
urgent  necessity,  if  it  were  so  ;  not  for  me  to  judge. 

10461.  It  was  not  your  place,  you  say,  as  overseer;  you  are  overseer  too,  are 
you  not .'' — Not  of  that  parish,  when  I  am  not  in  it. 

10462.  Are  you  not  overseer  in  all  the  parishes? — No,  I  think  not ;  I  do  not 
intend  to  apply  it  in  that  way. 

10463.  Is  it  true  that  Ruth  Cole  died  soon  afterwards? — Yes. 

10464.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that  fact? — No. 

10465.  Is  it  true  that  no  doctor  was  found  for  Ruth  Cole  till  a  considerable 
period  of  time  had  elapsed  after  she  gave  birth  to  the  child  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  that  is 
true  enough,  for  she  was  put  to  bed,  it  seems,  in  the  morning,  but  no  doctor  was 
applied  for  to  me  till  the  evening ;  and  I  believe  no  more  time  was  lost  than  that 
the  man,  instead  of  going  to  Mr.  Chapman,  and  asking  him  to  go,  as  I  had  desired 
him,  went  to  Step|)ingley,  telling  Mr.  Linsdell  that  he  could  not  get  a  doctor, 
and  Mr.  Linsdell  gave  him  an  order  for  one  out  of  his  own  pocket;  that  was  all 
the  time  that  was  lost;  I  suppose  it  might  be  an  hour  at  the  farthest,  and  that  I 
consider  much  more  the  man's  fault  than  any  body  else's,  either  overseer  or  any 
body  else. 

10466.  Mr.lFaklej/.]  How  many  medical  officers  have  you  in  the  Union  of  Ampt- 
hill  ? — Four. 

10467.  Mr.  Savpe.]  Can  you  tell  what  the  charge  would  be  that  would  be  made 
by  a  surgeon  for  attending  a  case  of  this  sort? — I  should  suppose  about  2s.  6d.  for 
his  first  attendance;  and  a  bottle  of  medicine  would  have  been  another  shilling  or 
so ;   I  cannot  say  what  that  would  have  been. 

10468.  You  think  that  a  labourer  who  was  earning  los.  a  week,  and  who  had 
but  one  child,  would  be  able  to  ati'ord  tliat  sum,  or  would  obtain  credit  for  it  from 
the  surgeon?  —I  feel  quite  sure  of  it;  and  I  have  asked  Mr.Chapman,  and  he  says, 
if  the  man  had  asked  him  he  would  have  gone. 

1046c).  Chairman.^  Then  the  man  did  not  ask  Mr.  Chapman  to  go? — He 
did  not. 

10470.  Mr.  Chapman  writes  to  me,  that  he  had  "attended  this  woman  17 
months  before,  in  May  1  836,  and  that  she  died  from  disease  of  long  continuance 
and  great  complication,  and  not  from  any  complaint  incident  to  her  confinement." 
— I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

10471.  Mr.  Scrape.]  If,  in  this  case,  the  woman  really  did  require  immediate 
surgical  assistance,  do  you  not  think  that  the  circumstances,  as  stated,  prove  rather 
a  want  of  feeling  and  due  aft'ection  on  the  part  of  the  husband,  who  would  not 
endeavour  to  obtain  attendance  on  credit  from  the  medical  officer,  but,  in  a  circuitous 
way,  by  applying  to  the  parish  officer? — It  does  appear  to  me  to  be  so  ;  it  seemed 
to  me  to  be  merely  a  question  with  him  of  pounds,  shillings  and  pence. 

390.  ■  D  3  10472.  Mr. 
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Ut.  John  Marshall.       10472.  Mr.  IF«A7ej/.]  You  have  now  heard  that  the  surgeon  did    attend  for 

several  months  ? — lie  did  attend  several  months   before  that,  and  therefore  I  con- 

15  Way  1838.     siderthat  Mr.  Chapman  was  the  proper  person  to  a|)ply  to. 

10473.  ^^•■'  ViMcii.^  Who  was  the  overseer  of  that  parish  at  that  time?—  Mr. 
Philhps. 

10474.  Did  Cole  tell  you  that  the  overseer  had  sent  him  to  you? — There  was 
no  occasion  to  tell  me  that;  he  brought  me  a  note  from  the  overseer,  sayinty  on 
the  note  that  Cole's  wife  liad  been  put  to  bed  that  morning  by  the  midwife,  and  she 
required  a  doctor;  my  first  impression  was,  that  if  the  thing  was  urgent  and  a 
doctor  was  required  in  haste,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  overseer  to  have  given  it  ;  but, 
in  the  next  place,  I  supposed  that  the  reason  why  he  did  not  give  it  was,  because 
he  imagined  that  he  was  capable  of  getting  it  himself;  a  man  in  constant  work,  with 
only  one  child,  if  he  is  not  able  to  provide  a  doctor,  who  is  r  we  must  then  give 
itto   every  one. 

10475.  Are  you  not  aware  that  this  man  had  had  sickness  in  his  family  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  that  his  wife  had  been  delicate  ? — 1  am  not. 

10476.  The  doctor  says  that  he  had  attended  this  woman  ? — Seventeen  months 
before. 

10477.  Chairman.']  Had  this  man  been  a  pauper? — He  had  not. 

10478.  Had  you,  therefore,  any  means  of  knowing  his  condition  ? — 'No. 

10479.  Had  he  ever  made  an  application  to  you  for  relief? — No. 

10480.  Mr.  Fidden.']  Was  not  this  case  more  deserving  of  attention  on  that 
account  ? — I  am  not  supposed  to  judge  upon  the  merits  of  cases ;  destitution  is  the 
test  with  me,  and  not  character. 

10481.  If  the  overseer  had  not  thought  it  a  case  which  ought  to  be  relieved, 
would  he  have  given  the  man  a  note  to  you  ? — If  he  did  think  so,  it  was  his  place 
to  have  written  an  order  for  the  doctor,  and  not  to  me ;  I  can  receive  no  orders 
from  overseers  ;  they  are  not  empowered  to  give  orders  to  me. 

10482.  Had  Phillips,  the  overseer,  ever  given  relief  in  any  former  case,  and  had 
a  difficulty  in  getting  refunded  ? — I  believe  he  had  not ;  but  his  wife  tells  me  that 
he  had  ;  I  called  upon  him,  and  whether  the  man  was  at  home  or  not,  I  do  not 
know  ;  he  was  very  near  ;  I  waited  some  considerable  time,  and  if  he  was  at  home, 
he  was  denied  ;  and,  at  last,  his  wife  told  me  that  in  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Farmer,  who  lived  in  the  Woburn  Union,  and  came  over  to  solicit  relief,  he 
had  given  him  2s.,  and  they  had  spoken  to  me  about  it,  and  I  had  told  them  that 
he  must  lose  it;  I  am  not  aware  that  he  had  spoken  to  me  about  it,  but  if  he  did, 
that  was  the  answer  I  should  have  given  to  him,  because  the  man  was  living  out  of 
the  union,  and,  in  the  next  place,  he  had  no  authority  to  give  it  in  money. 

10483.  Then  you  do  believe  that  the  overseer  had  had  a  difficulty  in  obtaining 
something  back  which  he  had  given  to  a  poor  man  ? — No,  I  do  not  believe  it ;  I 
have  no  reason  to  believe  it;  the  wife  tells  me  that  such  is  the  case. 
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L^incB,  27°  die  Novemhris,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Raines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset), 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bameby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8' die  Fcbruarii,  1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.   iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.     1 


[     iii     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  ; — 


H 


AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


leMay  1838. 
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WITNESS. 


Mr.  John  Marshall. 


r   1 
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Mercurii,   16"  die  Ma  ii,  1838. 


MEMBERS    present; 


]Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Barneby. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 
Mr.  Hodges. 
Mr.  Langdale. 


Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Lister. 
Mr.  Miles. 
Mr.  Scrope. 
Mr.  Wakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  ix  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Jolni  Marshall,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

10484.  Mv.  Fielden. '\  DO  you  know  in  what  state  of  health   Ruth   Cole  was    Mr.  John  Mai ifwO. 
for  any  time  previous  to  her  confinement? — No,  I  do  not.  

10485.  You  have  not  taken  any  pains  to  inquire,  since  that  case  came  to  your        16  May  1S38. 
knowledge  ?^ — No  ;  the  man  not  being  a  pauper,  I  had  done  with  the  case. 

10486.  Was  not  a  coffin  granted  to  the  husband  of  Ruth  Cole,  after  her  death  ? 
—Yes. 

10487.  What  was  the  reason  for  granting  the  coffin,  if  you  did  not  think  that  a 
case  deservino-  of  relief? — I  do  not  know  what  the  reason  of  the  board  of  jjuar- 
dians  might  have  been  for  granting  the  coffin  ;  it  was  an  extra  expense  which 
came  upon  the  man,  which  perhaps  they  thought  he  was  unable  to  bear.  ' 

10488.  It  was  thought  desirable,  I  suppose,  that  she  should  be  buried,  though 
little  care  was  taken  of  her  during  her  life,  was  it? — I  suppose  so  ;  1  do  not  know 
what  care  was  taken  of  her  during  her  life  ;  that  was  the  husband's  business,  I 
should  say. 

1048().  But  application  was  made  to  you  for  assistance,  was  not  there? — Yes, 
there  was  an  application  to  me,  as  has  been  already  stated. 

10490.  He  himself  made  application  to  you  for  a  doctor,  which  you  refused  ? 
— Yes. 

10491.  And  after  that  application  was  made,  the  woman  died? — Yes. 
1049-2.  Your  ground  of  refusal  was,  that   you   thought  his  wages  were  enough 

for  his  maintenance,  and  the  maintenance  of  his  family,  and  to  supply  himself  with 
medical  relief  in  the  situation  in  which  he  then  was? — Exactly. 

10493.  Before  the  birth  of  this  child,  he  had  only  one  child  ? — That  was  all. 

10494.  He  had  himself,  and  his  wife  and  child  to  support  out  of  those  earn- 
ings ?  — Yes. 

10495.  What  was  tlie  amount  of  his  earnings  ? — Ten  shillings  a  week. 

10496.  What  would  be  his  outgoings  for  rent  and  for  fuel  ? — I  do  not  know, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  as  to  that.  As  to  his  fuel,  it  is  a  matter  which  we  do 
not  inquire  into ;    it  is  not  thought  necessary  by  the  board. 

104()7.  Do  not  you  think  it  necessary  that  the  poor  people  should  have  fuel? 
— Yes  ;  but  we  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  how  much  it  costs 
them. 

10498.  Does  not  that  charge  diminish  the    income  they  have  left  for  food  and 

clothing  ? — No  doubt  of  that. 

10409.  Canyon  give  anyopinion  what  the  wife  and  his  child  had  to  subsist  upon, 
after  paying  the  expenses  for  other  things  besides  food  and  clothing?— I  am  not 
prepared  to^'givc  an  opinion  upon  that  subject,  because  1  have  not  thought  of  if. 

10500.  Do  you  never  enter  into  any  estimate  of  what  means  they  have,  when 
they  apply  for  relief?  —  I  do. 

10501.  Why  did  you  not  in  that  case  ?  — Because  the  man  was  jn  work,  and 
was  an  independent  labourer,  and  one  I  had  notliin<.;  to  do  with. 

400.  A  ^  10502.  You 
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Mr.  Jo/m  Marshall.       10502.  You  deny  relief  to  all  independent  lal)ourers? — As  a  general  rule,  I  do. 

10503.   Is  it  invariably  the  case? — Not  invariably. 

16  May  1838.  10504.   Had  not  this  man,  at  the  time,  his  wife  .suffering  under  a  severe  confine- 

ment, and  did  he  not  at  that  time  stand  in  need  of  medical  attendance,  either  to 
be  obtained  at  his  own  expense  or  at  the  expense  of  somebody  else  ;  and  was  it 
not  your  duty,  as  relieving  officer,  to  deal  kindly  with  this  man,  as  recommended 
in  the  instructions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  r — That  the  man  did  need 
medical  relief  for  his  wife  seems  quite  apparent,  but  as  he  had  no  expenses  besides 
the  usual  things,  that  I  am  aware  of,  left  him ;  I  think  he  was  perfectly  capable 
of  procuring  it  for  himself,  and  I  thought  so  at  the  time. 

10505.  Yo  do  not  feel  any  compunction  whatever  for  having  denied  the  doctor 
to  that  man  ? — I  do  not. 

1 050(3.  Did  not  the  circumstance  of  giving  him  a  coffin  for  her  burial  show  that 
the  board  of  guardians  thought  he  was  an  object  of  relief? — I  do  not  know  that  it 
did  ;  if  a  man  refuses  to  bury  his  wife,  or  says  that  he  is  without  the  means  of 
buryincr  his  wife,  it  does  not  follow  that  he  has  not  the  means  of  obtaining 
medical  relief;  a  funeral  is  a  serious  charge;  the  obtaining  medical  relief  is  not  a 
serious  charge,  in  the  first  instance. 

10507.  Do  vou  know  who  attended  as  midwife  on  the  delivery  of  Ruth  Cole? 
— No,  I  do  not  ;  it  was  some  woman. 

10508.  You  have  not  taken  much  pains  to  inquire  any  thing  about  it  since  the 
death  of  this  poor  woman  ?^ — No. 

10509.  Chairmau.']  Has  he  made  any  application  to  you  since  the  death  of 
this  woman  ? — He  has,  for  the  coffin. 

10510.  Mr.  Fielde/h]  Is  the  child  of  which  she  was  delivered  living? — 1 
believe  jt  is. 

10511.  How  is  that  provided  for? — By  the  father. 

10512.  Has  he  ever  asked  since  for  any  support  for  himself  and  his  children  ? 
—Yes. 

10513.  And  you  have  denied  it? — The  board  of  guardians  have  denied  it,  not 
I ;  the  board  of  guardians  have  considered  that  he  is  quite  able  to  keep  his  two 
children. 

10514.  Did  he  make  an  application  to  you  since  the  death  of  his  wife  for 
relief?— He  did. 

10515.  Did  you  take  down  the  application  ? — Yes. 

10516.  You  represented  it  to  the  board? — He  represented  it  himself. 

10517.  His  name  was  entered  in  your  application-book  and  reported  to  the 
board  ?—  It  was. 

1051S.  What  were  his  circumstances  when  he  made  this  application,  after  the 
death  of  his  wife? — He  was  in  work  ;  he  could  not  convince  the  board  that  his 
circumstances  were  such  that  he  needed  relief,  or  they  would  have  given  it,  I 
suppose. 

10519.  Who  now  takes  care  of  the  child? — That  I  am  not  aware  of;  the  man 
is  not  a  pauper  ;   I  never  made  inquiry. 

10520.  You  do  not  think  it  your  duty  to  make  inquiry  what  means  the  family 
have  when  they  are  left  orphans  ? — Certainly  not ;  it  is  his  duty  to  apply  to  me, 
and  not  for  me  to  apply  to  him. 

10521.  Chairman.]  When  did  this  man  apply  to  the  board  ? — Perhaps  three 
months  ago,  and  he  was  heard  by  the  board,  and  the  board  refused  to  give  any 
relief. 

10522.  Mr.  F'lelden.']  Was  the  workhouse  offered  to  him? — I  think  not. 

10523.  C/uiirvion.']  L^pon  referring  to  the  application-book.  Cole,  John,  ap- 
pears to  be  28  years  of  age,  to  have  a  girl  four  years  of  age  and  an  infant,  and 
his  wife  died  in  childbirth  ;  he  makes  an  application  to  the  board  in  the  ninth 
week  of  the  quarter  ending  the  23d  of  December  1837,  and  the  order  of  the 
board  is,  tliat  the  relieving  officer  should  defray  the  expense  of  the  coffin  ;  then 
the  same  man  applies  again  in  the  fifth  week  of  the  quarter  ending  the  24th  of 
March  1838  ;  he  has  a  girl  four  years  old  and  an  infant  three  months  old,  and  it 
appears  to  be  first  of  all  entered  in  the  book  that  he  was  offered  the  workhouse, 
or  a  place  of  work  at  9*.,  and  that  is  scratched  out,  and  afterwards  "refused" 
is  entered,  so  that,  ultimately,  the  decision  of  the  board  is,  that  he  should  be 
refused  relief  at  that  time  ? — As  far  as  I  recollect  that  case,  they  came  to  a  deci- 
sion to  offer  him  the  workhouse,  but  understanding  that  he  was  in  a  constant 

place 
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place  of  work  at  9s.  a  week,  they  considered  they  had  no  power  to  offer  the  Mr.John  MarthaU. 

workhouse  to  a  man  who  had  the  means  of  subsistence  within  his  reach.  -.^__^_ 

10524.  I  find  another  entry;   in  the  fifth  week  of  the  quarter  ending  the  24th  16  May  1838. 
of  Maroh  1838,  John  Cole  applies  for  relief  for  his  child  ;  his  earnings  are  stated  to 

be  10s.  a  week,  and  he  is  refused  that  relief,  being   in  constant  work? — That  is 
as  near  as  I  can  recoHoct  it. 

10525.  Mr.  Fielderi.']  Have  you  said,  on  any  occasion,  that  if  relief  should  ,be 
afforded  to  him  when  his  wife  was  in  sickness,  the  overseer  should  have  given  it? 
— Yes,  medical  relief. 

10526.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  blame  the  overseer  for  not  giving  the  relief  when 
he  was  asked  by  the  man  ? — Yes,  when  he  knew  that  it  was  a  case  of  necessity, 
if  he  did  know  it. 

10527.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  he  did  know  that  it  was  a  case  of  necessity? — 
Subsequent  events  seem  to  throw  that  light  upon  it. 

10528.  And  you  wish  to  transfer  the  blame  from  yourself  to  the  overseer? — 
No,  I  do  not  wish  to  transfer  the  blame  from  myself  to  the  overseer;  I  do  not 
think  the  blame  ever  rested  upon  me,  and  therefore  I  cannot  wish  to  transfer  it. 

10529.  Did  not  the  man  come  to  you  with  the  overseer's  note  ? — Yes;  but  the 
overseer  had  no  occasion  to  apply  to  me,  for  he  could  have  given  the  order  him- 
self, if  it  was  a  case  of  necessity. 

10530.  Then  the  overseer  is  to  blame  ? — Yes ;  if  anybody  is  to  blame  it  is  he, 
and  not  I. 

10531 .  You  say  instructions  have  been  circulated  among  the  overseers  to  inform 
them  what  is  their  duty ;  do  you  think  that  those  instructions  are  calculated  to 
convey  to  the  overseers  that  they  can  exercise  that  discretion  without  danger? — 
Those  are  not  the  only  instructions  that  the  overseers  are  furnished  with. 

10532.  Have  you  heard  those  instructions  read  in  this  Committee? — Yes. 

10533.  Are  they  not  calculated  to  prevent  their  giving  relief  rather  than  to 
encourage  them  to  do  so? — I  do  not  know  that  they  are. 

10534.  Have  you  read  them  over  carefully,  so  as  to  observe  what  effect  they 
are  calculated  to  have  upon  the  overseers  ? — I  have  ;  such  is  not  my  impression 
of  the  tendency  of  them. 

10535.  In  the  instructions  there  is  this  paragraph  :  "I  am  directed  to  observe, 
that  the  necessity  which  would  justify  the  interference  of  an  overseer  must  be 
really  urgent,  and  not  in  any  degree  fictitious  or  pretended,  and  such  officer  must 
be  thoroughly  persuaded  that  by  allowing  the  applicant  to  remain  until  the  fol- 
lowing board-day,  real  danger  or  serious  injurj'  would  be  likely  to  result ;"  are 
those  instructions,  in  your  opinion,  calculated  to  encourage  the  overseers  to  dis- 
charge that  duty,  or  are  they  not  the  reverse  ? — I  think  they  are  very  much  in 
point  there ;  and  I  think,  had  the  overseer  paid  attention  to  those  instructions, 
the  doctor  would  have  been  sent  for  on  that  occasion  by  the  overseer,  unless  the 
overseer  was  persuaded  that  the  man  liad  the  means  in  his  own  power  of  getting 
a  doctor. 

10536.  But  the  overseer,  in  this  case,  sent  the  man  to  you,  and  you  became  the 
judge  of  whether  it  was  the  case  of  urgent  necessity  or  not? — I  could  not  judee  of 
a  thing  that  was  two  miles  from  me. 

10537.  Did  you  disbelieve  the  man  when  he  told  you  that  his  wife  was  sufter- 
ing  from  her  confinement? — Certainly  I  did  not  disbelieve  him. 

10538.  Did  he  tell  you  that  his  wife  was  in  imminent  danger,  and  that  she 
required  a  doctor  immediately  ? — He  did  not  tell  me  that  she  was  in  imminent 
danger  ;  he  said  that  she  required  a  doctor  inuncdiately,  and  I  thought  that  the 
man  was  quite  capable  of  getting  a  doctor  himself;  and  I  told  the  man  to  ask 
Mr.  Chapman  to  go  down  on  his  own  account. 

1053Q.  ^Vould  not  the  overseer  have  thouijht  so  too? — I  cannot  say;  the  over- 
seer would  be  better  acquainted  with  the  man's  circumstances  than  I  was. 

10540.  How  could  he  be  better  acquainted  than  you,  when,  as  you  have  stated, 
you  know  every  applicant  in  the  parish? — I  never  said  such  a  thing. 

10541.  Have  you  known  any  cases  of  overseers  giving  relief  who  have  not  had 
the  money  refunded  by  the  board  ? — No  further  than  I  mentioned  a  case  before, 
and  that  was  not  brought  to  the  board. 

10542.  Did  not  you  say  that  you  had  been  told  by  his  wit'e,  that  the  overseer 
had  been  refused  being  refunded  some  money  that  he  had  advanced  ? — Yes,  I  said 
that;  I  said,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  had  no  recollection  of  the  circumstance,  but 
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'Ar.. John  Marshall,  if  ever  tliey  had  asked  me,  that  must  have  been  the  answer  1  should  have  given 

— them,  that  they  must  lose  it  because  it  was  against  the  law. 

lO  .May  1838.  io.)4;5-   Have  you  not  said  that  you  never  knew  a  case  where  the  refunding- of 

the  money  to  the  overseer  bad  been  refused  ? — No ;  your  question  was  by  the 
board;  this  was  not  by  tlie  board,  nor  by  me,  that  I  am  aware  of;  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  circumstance  being  brought  to  my  notice. 

10544.  What  made  you  inquire  of  his  wife? — I  went  in  consequence  of  what 
was  stated  here. 

10545.  Have  you  seen  the  overseer  himself,  and  asked  him  whether  it  was  so  or 
not? — No,  I  have  not;  it  was  said  that  he  was  not  at  home,  and  I  waited  there 
for  some  time. 

10546.  How  long  was  that  ago  ? — During  the  Easter  recess. 

10547.  Have  you  not  had  opport\mities  of  seeing  that  overseer  on  any  occasion 
since? — I  do  not  consider  it  a  case  that  is  worth  my  going  at  all  about ;  I  did  not 
go  purposely  to  see  him  then. 

J  0548.  Is  it  not  a  very  important  fact,  if  it  be  true,  that  overseers  have  paid 
money  which  they  have  l)een  refused  tobe  allowed  afterwards  ? — I  do  not  know  what 
importance  can  be  attached  to  it.  If  an  overseer  pays  money  against  the  law,  and 
against  his  instructions,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  an  important  thing  that  that 
money  is  lost. 

10541).  I"  this  case  you  have  admitted  that  this  man  Cole  ought  to  have  had 
relief,  if  it  was  a  case  of  urgent  necessity,  and  you  have  also  admitted  that  it  was 
one,  and  that  the  overseer  should  have  relieved  him? — I  do  not  think  I  have 
admitted  that. 

10550.  But  you  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  of  this  overseer 
whether  he  had  paid  money,  and  not  been  refunded  since  ? — I  have  not  thought 
it  necessary. 

10551.  Mr.  Miles. 1  \Vhen  the  man  came  to  you  for  medical  assistance  for  his 
wife,  did  he  bring  an  overseers  note  to  you  ? — That  was  the  case. 

10552.  What  were  the  contents  of  that  overseer's  note  ? — As  far  as  I  am  able 
to  recollect  them,  it  was  merely  saying  John  Cole's  wife  had  been  put  to  bed  by  a 
midwife,  and  required  a  doctor. 

10553.  D"  .V<^"  conceive  that  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  left  to  the  overseer  or  to 
the  relieving  otbcer? — I  conceive  that  in  all  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  as  that 
was  said  to  be,  it  lies  with  the  overseer  in  the  first  instance,  unless  they  reside  in 
the  same  town  in  which  I  live. 

10554.  Is  there  not  a  direction  that  if  the  relief  is  given  by  the  overseer,  it 
shall  immediately  be  reported  to  the  relieving  officer? — There  is. 

10555.  Then  maj"^  not  a  person  acting  as  overseer  so  far  mistake  as  to  make 
the  report  before  giving  the  relief,  or  was  not  that  the  case  in  this  particular 
instance? — Such  a  thing  might  happen,  but  it  was  not  the  case  in  this  instance; 
it  was  no  report,   it  was  a  request. 

1055().  SlioukI  you  not  conceive,  having  that  report  of  the  overseer,  in  which 
he  stated  that  Coles  wife  had  been  put  to  bed  by  a  woman  and  required  medical 
assistance,  that  that  was  a  case  of  such  urgent  necessity  that  you  were  bound 
yourself  immediately  to  send  the  doctor,  or  to  inquire  into  the  case,  with  a  view 
to  giving  relief?  —  I  made  inquiry  as  far  as  I  considered  it  necessary. 

10557.  Of  whom  did  you  inquire? — Of  the  man,  as  to  his  circumstances;  the 
man  told  me  tlpjt  he  was  in  work,  and  I  considered  that  being  in  work  he 
was  quite  able,  on  his  own  account,  to  get  that  which  he  wanted  from  the 
parish. 

10558.  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  overseer's  note,  which  you  would  have 
had  in  your  possession  before  the  board,  the  next  week,  would  have  been  a  suffi- 
cient justification  to  you  immediately  to  send  a  doctor  to  the  woman? — I  think 
not;  I  had  very  little  doubt  about  its  being  a  case  of  necessity,  so  far  as  the 
woman's  wanting  a  doctor,  but  the  doubt  was  whether  he  was  able  to  pay 
for  it. 

10559.  ^^-  Scropc]  Before  you  give  relief  in  a  case  of  urgent  necessity,  yon 
are  bound,  are  you  not,  to  e.xercise  your  own  judgment  whether  it  is  a  case 
which,  according  to  the  principle  of  the  present  system,  ought  to  be  relieved  ? 
— Yes. 

10560.  If  it  is  not  such  a  case  in  your  opinion,  you  are  not  bound  by  any 
opinion  given  by  the  overseer  to  relieve  the  case  ? — Certainly  not. 

10561.  Supposing  the  overseer  to   have  considered  this  case  one  of  urgent 

necessity, 
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necessity,  and  wliicli  ought  to  be  relieved,  but  yourself  to  have  been  of  a  contrarj'  Mr.  John  Martial!. 

opinion,  you  think  the  duty  prescribed  to  you  is  to  act  up  to  your  own  opinion, 

and  not  that  of  the  overseer? — It  would  be  so.  i6  Mav  i?o8. 

10562.  And  that  was  your  reason  for  refusing  the  request  of  the  overseer  and 
exercising  your  own  judgment  in  the  refusal  of  relief  in  this  case?— Yes,  it 
was. 

10.563.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Have  you  not  already  stated  that  your  motive  for  refusal 
was,  that  you  satisfied  yourself  that  the  man  was  in  work,  and  therefore,  being 
in  work,   was  independent  i* — Yes,   I  considered  he  was  capable  of  getting  relief. 

10564.  Did  you  ascertain  that  he  had  continued  in  work,  or  might  he  not  have 
just  obtained  work  after  having  been  for  some  time  out  of  work? — I  ascertained 
that  fact  that  he  was  in  constant  work. 

10565.  Did  you  ascertain  what  wages  he  received  ? — I  did. 

10566.  You  do  not  think  it  your  duty  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  man, 
if  you  satisfy  yourself  that  he  is  in  work  ? — Not  in  the  first  instance  ;  it  is  impos- 
sible that  I  can  satisfy  myself  on  every  occasion  regarding  people  who  live  at  a 
distance;  there  must  be  some  little  time  allowed  for  that  ;  I  cannot  do  that  at  the 
moment ;  this  man  wanted  a  doctor  at  the  moment ;  I  had  no  time  at  that  moment 
to  take  all  those  things  into  consideration;  I  was  obliged  to  act  upon  his  own 
evidence. 

105()7.  ^Ii"-  Miles.]  Cole  afterwards  applied,  having  two  children,  one  of  four 
years  and  the  other  an  infant,  for  assistance  ? — Yes. 

10568.  Did  you  visit  that  case  at  that  timer — No,  1  think  not. 

10569.  Do  you  ever  visit  any  cases?  —  I  do  visit  cases,  but  I  saw  no  necessity 
for  visiting  this  case  ;  the  case  was  well  known;  the  man  came  and  stated  the  case 
to  the  board  himself. 

10570.  But  though  a  man  may  be  in  the  receipt  of  10*.  a  week,  may  he  not  be 
of  such  dissolute  habits  himself  as  to  render  it  very  possible  that  if  relief  be  refused 
to  the  child  of  four  years  old,  or  to  his  infant,  either  the  infant  or  the  child  of 
four  years  old  may  perish  from  actual  starvation  ? — Such  a  thing  is  possible,  but 
it  is  not  the  case  here. 

10571.  Then  could  you  not  have  judged  better  from  personal  inspection  what 
was  the  state  of  that  man's  ability  to  maintain  his  two  children  in  his  cottage,  than 
the  guardians  of  the  poor,  by  possibility,  could  by  merely  looking  at  the  dry  ques- 
tion of  the  amount  of  his  wages,  and  determining  the  case  wholly  upon  that  ground? 
— I  think  not;  there  is  also  the  circumstance  of  his  appearing  before  his  guardian; 
he  was  better  able  to  give  information  to  the  board  than  I  should  have  been  by 
any  jtersonal  observation  I  could  have  made  in  his  cottage. 

10572.  But,  from  the  observations  you  have  made,  you  seem  to  throw  off  the 
responsibility  of  visiting  more  upon  the  guardians  of  the  parishes,  and  to  conceive 
that  that  is  a  very  small  part  of  your  duty? — No;  I  do  not  wish  to  throw  the 
responsibility  of  visiting  upon  the  guardians,  but  they  are  certainly  better  able  to 
form  a  judgment  of  people  who  live  in  the  village  with  them,  than  I  am,  even  by 
visiting. 

1 0573.  But  unless  the  guardian's  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  case  of  an 
individual  who  applies  for  relief,  is  it  at  all  likely  that  he  would  visit  the  cottage 
and  know  the  particular  case? — No,  it  is  not  perhaps  likely  ;  at  all  events  it  would 
have  been  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  guardian. 

10574.  Is  he  a  paid  officer? — He  is  not. 

10575.  You  arc  r — Yes. 

10576.  And  you  are  paid  for  distributing  relief  to  the  whole  of  the  poor  of  the 
union  ? — Yes. 

10577.  And  it  is  your  particular  duty  to  inquire  into  particular  cases,  which 
come  before  the  board?— Yes. 

10578.  Do  you  know  whether  this  poor  man.  Cole,  was  obliged  to  have  a  nurse 
for  his  children  ? — Yes,  he  was. 

10579.  Do  you  know  what  he  paid  per  week,  for  that  nurse  ? — No ;  I  dare  say 
the  board  of  guardians  would  have  asked  him  that  question  when  he  was  before 
the  board. 

10580.  Were  you  })resent  at  the  examination  before  the  board? — Perhaps  I 
was,  and  perhaps  not ;  I  am  not  always  present  at  the  examination. 

U)5Hi.  Sir.  Scrape]  Had  there  been  any  previous  consideration  of  this  case 
by  the  board  of  guardians,  before  the  application  for  the  coffin  ? — No,  there  had 
not. 

400.  A  3  '  10582.  Had 
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yu.  John  Marshall.       10582.  Had  it  been   represented  to  you  by  any  person,  that  the  two  children 

were  starving,  through  the  dissolute   habits  of  this  man,  and  his  refusal  to  apply 

16  May  1838.  his  wages  to  their  relief? — No  ;  this  man  is  a  very  steady  man,  far  from  a  disso- 
lute character. 

105S3.  Then  you,  having  heard  that  he  was  a  steady  man,  in  the  receipt  of 
10*.  a  week,  constant,  felt  convinced  that  he  could  out  of  that  find  a  coffin  for  his 
Avife,  and  maintain  his  children? — Not  find  a  coffin  for  his  wife;  I  reconunended, 
if  I  recollect  right,  that  they  should  pay  for  the  coffin  ;  the  expense  had  been 
incurred,  and  they  were  to  decide  whether  it  should  be  given  as  relief  or  as  a 
loan,  and  they  decided  that  it  should  be  given  as  relief,  and  that  money  was  paid 
by  me. 

10584.  But  you  thought  that  he  was  able  to  suppor  this  child,  and  therefore 
did  not  visit  the  cottage? — No;  I  thought  when  the  board  of  guardians  had 
decided,  it  was  done  with  ;  and  therefore  there  was  no  necessity  for  making  any 
fresh  application. 

105S5.  Mr.  Fielden.]  The  next  case  which  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to,  is 
that  of  Mark  Herbert,  in  0291  ;  his  wife  also  died  in  child-bed,  did  she  not '{ — No, 
she  did  not  die  in  child-bed  ;   I  believe  she  died  a  few  days  afterwards,  a  week. 

10586.  Chairman.l  Did  she  die  in  consequence  of  her  confinement  ? — Yes,  I 
believe  she  did. 

10,587.  Mr.  Fieldai.]  Was  application  made  to  you  for  a  doctor,  to  attend  this 
woman  r — Yes. 

105S8.  Did  you  refuse  the  application  ? — That  was  the  same  thing  ;  the  appli- 
cation was  made  with  a  note  from  the  overseer,  in  the  same  way  as  Cole's. 

10589.  What  Avas  the  ground  for  )'our  refusal  ? — I  had  no  business  to  receive  a 
note  from  the  overseer  on  that  score  ;  it  was  brought  over  by  the  woman's  father, 
I  think  ;  some  old  man  brought  it  over,  and  the  man  was  not  able  to  inform  me  of 
the  circumstances  ;  the  application  should  be  made  to  the  overseer. 

10590.  Did  you  excuse  yourself,  because  the  man  did  not  apply  to  you  for  the 
doctor? — No;  if  the  man  had  applied,  he  might  not  have  been  able  to  succeed  ; 
but  I  should  have  obtained  some  knowledge  of  his  circumstances. 

10591.  In  the  case  of  Cole,  the  man  did  apply? — Yes. 

1050-2.  There  you  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  regularity  of  the  application  ? 
—No." 

10593.  In  the  case  of  Herbert,  the  father  of  the  woman  applied  ? — Yes;  I 
believe  he  was  the  father  of  the  woman. 

10594.  Was  he  not  as  near  in  relationship  as  the  husband  of  the  woman  would 
have  been  ? — No,  I  think  not ;  I  should  object  at  any  time  to  take  the  statement  of 
a  man's  circumstances  from  a  second  party. 

10595.  Did  you  disbelieve  that  the  woman  was  in  distress,  and  wanted  a  doctor, 
when  her  father  applied  to  you  for  one  ? — ^No,  I  did  not  disbelieve  that  she  wanted 
a  doctor  ;  but  I  should  have  disbelieved  any  statement  that  the  man  made  of  the 
earnings  of  Herbert,  if  I  had  asked  him ;  but  I  did  not  ask  him. 

10506.  If  you  had  given  an  order  for  the  doctor,  at  what  time  would  he  have 
been  able  to  attend,  do  you  suppose? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  do  not  exactly  know  the 
time  of  day  at  which  he  came  ;  it  was  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  think  ; 
I  cannot  say  at  what  hour  the  doctor  might  have  gone. 

10597.  Had  the  father  of  the  woman  been  waiting  for  you  some  time  when  he 
made  the  application? — I  do  not  know;  I  did  not  ask  how  long  he  had  been 
waiting. 

10598.  Do  you  know  the  day  of  the  week  on  which  the  application  was  made? 
— On  Saturday. 

10599.  Is  Saturday  one  of  the  days  on  which  you  go  out  to  the  distant  parishes 
to  relieve  the  poor? — Yes. 

10600.  Suppose  that  the  father  of  this  woman  was  at  Ampthill  waiting  for  you, 
would  he  not  state  that  on  your  return  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  he  would  state 
it,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  did  state  it. 

10601 .  Have  you  any  recollection  of  that  circumstance  ? — No ;  if  he  had  stated 
it  it  would  not  have  made  any  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  claim. 

10602.  Did  you  take  no  pains  at  all  to  inquire  of  the  father  of  Herbert's  wife 
what  condition  she  was  in,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  relief  by  sending  a 
doctor  ? — I  did  not ;  I  should  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  take  any  statement  from 
that  man,  when  the  head  of  the  family  did  not  choose  to  make  the  application 
himself. 

10603.  What 
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10603.  What  did  you  direct  him  to  do? — Directed  him  to  go  back  to  the  over-  Mt.  John Monhall. 
seer,  and  tell  him  I  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  

10604.  l^id  he  do  so  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  he  did  ;  it  seems  very  likely  16  May  1836. 
that  he  did. 

1060,5.  Did  Herbert  himself  see  you  on  the  following  day  ? — Yes. 

10606.  On  your  way  to  church? — Yes.  « 

10607.  What  conversation  passed  between  you  and  Herbert  on  that  occasion? 
— Herbert  met  me  and  asked  me  for  an  order  for  a  doctor  ;  I  said,  "  Why  did  you 
not  come  yesterday  ?"'  he  said,  "Because  I  was  at  work  ;"  "Then,"  said  I,  "I 
suppose  this  is  one  of  your  idle  days ;  but  it  is  not  one  of  mine  ;"  then  I  said,  "  I 
will  go  over  and  speak  to  Mr.  Chapman  about  it;"  and  he  said,  "  Mr.  Chapman 
does  want  to  see  you  ; '  and  I  went  to  Mr.  Chapman,  and  Mr.  Chapman  agreed, 
rather  than  break  into  the  rule  of  not  giving  relief  to  men  who  are  able  to  pay  for 
it,  to  go  on  the  man's  own  account. 

10608.  What  rule  are  you  alluding  to  ? — The  rule  of  not  giving  relief  to  a 
person  who  does  not  need  it,  who  has  it  in  his  power  to  provide  it  on  his  own 
account. 

10609.  ^^  ^^^  *  written  rule  r — That  is  the  spirit  of  the  new  law. 

10610.  When  you  speak  of  a  rule,  you  have  a  reference  to  something  which  has 
been  recorded  somewhere,  have  you  not? — I  speak  of  the  Act  altogether ;  I  con- 
sider the  man  not  to  be  pauperised,  or  not  in  a  condition  to  become  a  pauper. 

10611.  You  have  before  spoken  of  a  resolution  having  been  passed  at  the  board 
relative  to  cases  of  this  sort  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  resolution  that  has  been 
passed  at  the  board  relative  to  cases  of  this  sort. 

10612.  You  are  quite  certain  that  you  have  said  nothing  about  any  resolution 
being  passed  by  the  board,  which  should  guide  you  in  cases  like  this  ? — I  have 
no  recollection  of  it. 

10613.  Do  you  know  what  number  of  family  Herbert  had  at  the  time? — He 
had  one  child,  I  believe,  besides  the  one  that  was  then  born. 

10614.  And  you  believe  that  he  was  at  work  on  the  Saturday? — I  believe  so, 
from  the  mans  own  statement ;  he  told  me  so  himself. 

1061,5.  And  you  thought,  when  he  gave  you  that  statement  on  the  Sunday,  that 
it  was  true,  did  you  not  ? — I  did. 

10616.  Did  you  blame  him  for  being  at  work,  because  he  did  not  come  to  you 
for  a  doctor  ? — No,  I  did  not  blame  him  for  not  leaving  his  work,  but  I  blamed 
him  for  sending  a  second  person. 

1061  7.  He  could  not  both  be  at  his  work  and  come  to  you  at  the  same  time  ? — 
Then  I  could  not  take  the  evidence  of  second  parties  in  that  way. 

10618.  You  thought  yourself  perfectly  justified  in  refusing  the  application  of 
the  pauper,  when  you  afterwards  knew  that  the  man  was  at  work  ?  —Yes  ;  and  I 
think  so  still,  that  I  was  perfectly  justified  in  refusing  both. 

io6u).  Had  Herbert  only  one  child? — He  had  only  one  child  besides  that  ju-st 
born,  which  could  not  be  any  expense  in  the  way  of  eating. 

10620.  Mr.  .Scrope.]  Was  this  immediately  after  the  harve.st? — Very  shortly 
after  the  harvest. 

10621.  Do  you  think  it  probable  that  he  might  have  some  of  his  harvest-money 
remaining,  and  be  able  to  procure  a  doctor  through  that  means  ? — Yes. 

10622.  Besides  being  in  the  receipt  of  weekly  wages? — Yes  ;  he  told  me  that 
he  was  in  the  receipt  of  weekly  wages  ;  and  another  thing  is,  I  did  not  consider 
that  those  were  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity  ;  they  are  not  sudden  even  if 
they  are  urgent ;  they  are  cases  which  may  be  looked  for,  and  which  ought  to  be 
provided  against,  the  confinement  of  the  wife. 

10623.  When  an  application  is  made  to  you  in  a  case  of  sudden  and  urgent 
necessity,  requiring  medical  attendance,  do  you  not  think  it  your  duty  to  examine, 
not  merely  whether  a  medical  attendant  is  required,  but  also  whether  the  person  is 
in  such  circumstances  that  he  can  provide  that  attendance  for  himself? — 1  do. 

10624.  But  if,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  he  is  in  circumstances  to  provide 
it  for  himself,  it  becomes  your  duty,  as  relieving  officer,  to  refuse  him,  and  to 
advise  him  to  employ  a  doctor  on  his  own  account? — Yes,  that  was  the  course  I 
pursued  on  that  occasion. 

10625.  Mr.  Mih's.]  Was  a  woman  midwife  in  attendance  on  Herbert's  wife? — 
I  think  so. 

iot)20.  Then  he  had  taken  the  precautions  which  labourers  usually  take  before 
the  confinement  of  their  wives  ? — Yes. 

400.  A  4  10G27.   In 
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yu.  JuHn  Marshall.       10627.   ^'^  ^0*^''  Cases,  that  of  Herbert  ami  that  of  Cole,  you  received  a  note 

from  the  overseer  of  each  parish,  who  must  have  been  more  fully  acquainted  with. 

16  Mny  1838.  the  case  than  yourself;  and  in  both  cases,  after  the  reception  of  this  notice,  you 
refused  giving-  a  medical  order? — ^Ves,  because  they  should  have  given  it,  if  tliere 
was  any  necessity ;  I  am  not  bound  to  take  orders  from  overseers,  nor  to  act  upon 
their  suggestions.  * 

10628.  Is  there  any  understanding  in  the  Ampthill  Union  willi  the  surgeon, 
Mr.  Chapman,  that  in  case  of  applications  for  immediate  medical  relief,  he  may 
g^o  and  visit  it  without  an  order,  either  from  yourself  or  the  overseer? — No,  I 
think  not. 

io()2o.  Chaii'mati.~\  You  are  aware  that  it  has  been  said  in  question  9304,  and 
the  following  questions,  where  the  circumstances  of  this  family  are  described,  that 
at  the  time  of  making  this  application  they  were  assisted  by  the  clergyman  of  the 
parish : — Yes. 

1 0630.  Are  you  aware  that  it  has  been  stated  that  the  clergyman  attended  the 
wife  of  IMark  Herbert  three  days  before  she  died,  and  gave  her  money,  and  offered 
her  anv  food  or  any  comfort  that  his  house  could  supply  ? — Yes  ;  I  heard  tiiat 
before  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Pearce  to  the  Committee. 

10631.  Are  you  aware  that  she  had  a  nurse  in  constant  attendance  upon  her, 
and  that  the  man  was  at  that  time  in  full  work,  at  9a'.  a  week,  and  had  but  one 
child  dependent  upon  him  ? — I  am  aware  of  that;  when  I  went  to  Mr.  Chapman 
on  the  Sunday,  Mr.  Chapman  told  me  that  he  had  been  himself,  or  that  he  had 
sent  his  a.ssistant  to  see  the  woman. 

10632.  Are  you  aware  that  the  nurse  that  was  in  attendance  was  paid  for  by 
the  union  ? — Yes. 

10633.  Mr.  AJiles.']  But  you  were  not  aware  of  those  circumstances  at  the  time 
you  refused  the  relief? — At  the  time  I  refused  him,  I  was  aware  that  all  had  beea 
done  for  the  wife  that  was  necessary ;  that  Mr.  Chapman  had  seen  her,  or  that  he 
had  sent  somebody  under  his  directions  to  see  her. 

10634.  Had  he  made  any  application  to  Mr.  Chapman  previously  to  your 
refusing  him  a  medical  order  ? — It  seems  he  had. 

1063.5.  Mr.  Ficlden.~\  At  the  time  the  father  of  Herbert  made  the  application, 
did  you  know  of  these  things? — No. 

10636.  How  did  you  become  acquainted  with  them  afterwards? — In  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Chapman  himself. 

10637.  Mr.  Chapman  did  for  this  woman  what  you  would  not  give  him  aa 
order  for  him  to  do  ? — It  seems  he  did. 

10638.  Then  Mr.  Chapman  did  think  that  the  woman  was  deserving  attention, 
thouo-h  you  did  not?  — Mr.  Chapman  expected  to  get  payment  for  it;  that  made  a 
very  different  case  of  it. 

io()3g.  Was  there  not  another  individual  who  afforded  assistance  to  this  man, 
which  has  been  given  in  evidence  before  this  Committee,  Mr.  Pearce's  brother  ?  — 
That  is  the  person  I  have  been  speaking  of. 

10640.  Did  not  Mr.  Pearce's  brother  think  that  she  was  an  object  deserving 
attention  and  relief?  — He  is  the  clergyman  of  the  parish. 

10641.  Notwithstanding  both  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  and  the  doctor 
thought  that  he  was  deserving  of  relief,  you  did  not  know  that  he  was,  and  refu.sed 
him  relief? — We  have  not  in  evidence  that  the  clergyman  thought  him  deserving 
of  attention;  he  was  attending  the  woman  in  his  spiritual  capacity,  as  a  clergy- 
man, attending  a  woman  whom  he  expected  was  dangerously  ill. 

10642.  Have  we  not  in  evidence  that  Mr.  Pearce's  brother  did  furnish  relief  to 
this  woman  w  hen  in  distress  ? — Yes. 

1 0(143.  Before  she  was  confined  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  before  she  was 
contincd. 

10644.  After  the  death  of  this  woman  a  nurse  was  paid  for,  was  she  not.- — 
No,  not  after  the  death  of  the  woman. 

10645.  \Vhen? — Before. 

10646.  ^^'hen  was  the  order  made  for  her  to  have  a  nurse? — There  was  a 
nurse  already  in  ;  I  was  told  that  there  was  a  nurse  with  her,  and  I  was  applied 
to  to  a-sk  w^h'ether  I  would  pay  for  it,  and  I  told  them  I  would. 

10647.  Whom  were  you  told  that  by,  that  tliere  was  a  nurse  with  her? — By 
somebody  who  applied  to  me ;  I  cannot  call  to  mind  «ho  it  was,  but  I  have 
ascenained  since  that  there  was  a  nurse  from  the  preceding  Thursday,  and  this 
•was  the  Monday,  when  the  application  was  made  to  me  ;  and  I  agreed  that  the 

nurse 
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nurse  should  be  paid  for  from  the  day  she  went,  and  she  was  paid  till  the  follow-  Ur.John  Marthall. 
ing  Thursday,  which  made  a  week.  

10648.  When  was  Mark  Herbert's  wife  confined? — On  the  Thursday.  16 May  1838. 

10G49.  ^"  *^^^  Saturday  application  was  made  to  you  for  a  doctor  by  the 
father  ? — Yes. 

10650.  On  the  Sunday  the  application  was  renewed  by  the  husband? — Yes. 

10651.  And  on  the  AJonday  you  ordered  the  nurse? — Yes. 

10652.  Then  on  the  Monday  you  thought  something  was  necessary  to  be  done, 
though  you  had  not  thought  any  thing  necessary  to  be  done  on  the  Saturday  ? — 
No ;  it  was  the  report  of  tlie  doctor  which  showed  to  me  that  she  required  a  nurse. 

10G53.  The  report  of  the  doctor  did  convince  you,  though  the  statement  of  the 
father  and  the  husband  did  not  convince  you  of  it  at  all  ? — The  statement  of  the 
father  and  husband  did  not  convince  me  of  the  circumstances  of  the  husband,  but 
the  statement  of  the  doctor  showed  me  at  once  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  a 
doctor  and  a  necessity  for  a  nurse. 

10654.  Do  you  know  what  the  statement  of  the  doctor  was? — He  told  me  that 
she  was  very  ill  and  required  a  nurse. 

10655.  When  did  he  tell  you  that? — On  the  Sunday,  and  that  she  had  got  a 
nurse,  and  that  nurse  he  desired  to  remain. 

10656.  Did  he  tell  you  that  she  was  very  dangerously  ill,  and  not  likely  to 
recover? — I  believe  he  did. 

10657.  And  when  the  woman's  life  was  gone,  then  you  acted  as  if  you  had 
some  care  for  her,  did  you  ? — When  the  woman's  life  was  gone,  I  had  nothing 
further  to  do  with  her. 

10658.  The  woman  died  on  the  Wednesday,  did  she  not? — Yes. 

10659.  I"  ^'*^  conversation  you  had  with  j\]r.  Chapman,  did  he  give  you  any 
expectation  that  the  woman  would  recover  ? — He  did  not  hold  out  to  me  any  hopes 
of  the  woman  recovering,  nor  did  he  express  any  fears  that  she  would  not ;  at  all 
events,  I  recollect  that  he  said  she  was  very  ill. 

10660.  But,  at  all  events,  an  order  was  made  on  Monday  for  a  nurse? — Yes; 
and  on  Sunday  I  gave  the  order  for  him  to  attend,  when  I  found  that  the  man's 
circumstances  would  not  meet  the  expense.  In  the  first  place,  she  required  a 
dozen  of  leeches,  which  the  man  said  they  had  no  power  to  pay  for  ;  it  was  that 
which  constituted,  in  my  opinion,  destitution,  and  I  gave  him  an  order. 

10661.  The  circumstance  of  his  requiring  a  dozen  leeches  convinced  you  that 
he  was  not  able  to  supply  them  ? — No,  it  did  not  convince  me ;  the  man  told  me 
he  was  not  able  to  pay  for  it,  and  I  thought  while  we  were  disputing  about  it,  the 
woman  might  be  suffering  from  want  of  them. 

10662.  But  no  such  considerations  as  those  entered  your  mind  on  the  Saturday  ? 
— No,they  did  not ;  because  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  circumstances. 

10663.  You  knew  she  was  confined  in  child-bed? — ^Yes,  but  I  did  not  know 
how  far  the  husband  could  provide  medical  attendance.  I  consider,  in  cases  of 
child-bed,  that  the  husband  ought  to  provide  medical  attendance,  if  he  is  able,  and 
apply  to  the  parish  as  the  last  resource. 

10664.  Did  he  not  apply  to  the  parish,  as  the  last  resource? — No,  it  does  not 
appear,  on  his  evidence,  that  he  applied  to  !Mr.  Chapman  to  assist  her,  but  came 
first  to  the  parish. 

10665.  ^^i".  Pearce  stated  in  his  evidence,  that  this  Herbert  was  a  member  of 
the  benefit  club  at  Silsoe  ? — Yes  ;  that  would  give  medical  relief  to  himself  onl3\ 

10666.  Did  not  that  show  that  he  had  some  providential  care  about  him,  in 
trying  to  prepare  himself  against  what  he  might  want  in  future  life? — Y'es,  as 
regards  himself. 

10667.  Would  not  his  wife  and  family  constitute  a  part  of  himself  in  this  case? 
— Yes,  but  the  wife's  earnings  might  have  enabled  her  to  become  a  member  of  a 
medical  club. 

10668.  Do  you  know  that  he  could  spare  the  means  of  paying  for  a  benefit  club 
for  himself  and  for  his  wife? — I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not;  people  with 
much  larger  families  than  this  have  done  it.  There  are  people  with  six,  seven  and 
eight  children,  themselves  in  benefit  clubs,  and  the  whole  family  in  medical  clubs. 

10669.  What  are  the  earnings  of  Mark  Herbert? — They  say  9  5. 

10670.  What  do  you  say;  have  you  made  inquiry? — I  have  not,  but  at  all 
events  it  must  be  as  much  as  that. 

10671.  Y'ou  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  inquiries  into  that  in  order 
to  judge  whether  he  is  deserving  of  relief  or  not  ? — No. 

400.  B  10672.  Chairman.'] 
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Mt.  John  Marshall.       10672.  Chairt/iau.]  When  you  say  you  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  inquire 

into  the  earnings  of  a  man,  in  order  to  judge  whether  he  need  relief,  do  you  not, 

16  May  1838.  when  a  man  comes  and  states  tliat  he  is  in  urgent  necessity,  endeavour  to  ascertain 
whether  that  is  a  true  statement  r — Yes ;  but  I  asked  the  man  wliether  he  was  in 
work,  and  he  said  he  was ;  for  Mr.  Boston,  I  thiuk  ;  and  I  concluded  that  he  was 
working  at  the  ordinary  wages  of  the  labourers. 

10G73.  When  you  say  that  you  did  not  make  inquiry  in  this  particular  instance, 
is  it  that  you  mean,  that,  understanding  the  man  to  be  at  work  as  a  farmer's 
labourer,  and  knowing  the  farmer,  you  took  it  for  granted  that  he  was  receiving 
the  usual  wages  of  a  farmer's  labourer? — It  is  so. 

10674.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Is  not  this  the  state  of  the  case;  that  on  the  Saturday 
you  refused  the  relief,  because  the  application  was  made  by  an  improper  party, 
and  because  the  overseer,  who  sent  you  the  note,  and  who  was  better  cognizant  of 
the  facts  of  tlie  case  than  yourself,  could  have  given  an  order  himself  if  he  had 
thought  proper  r — Yes. 

10675.  On  the  Sunday  you  refused  relief,  because  you  thought,  from  your 
inquiries  of  the  man,  that  he  was  fully  capable  to  provide  it  for  himself,  and  you 
proved  your  disposition  to  relieve  him  by  going  to  Mr.  Chapman,  and  persuadino- 
him  to  go  on  his  own  account  ? — Yes. 

10676.  Therefore,  on  the  Sunday  you  went  as  far  as  your  duty  permitted  you 
in  procuring  medical  assistance  for  him  ? — Yes. 

10677.  Mr.  Miles.']  Had  not  Mr.  Chapman's  assistant  attended  this  woman 
before  you  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Chapman  about  it  ? — Yes. 

10678.  And  it  was  from  the  information  that  Mr.  Chapman  obtained  from  the 
assistant,  and  not  from  any  information  that  he  obtained  from  you,  that  Mi-. 
Chapman  went  on  the  Sunday  morning  to  see  the  woman  ? — ^Yes. 

10679.  Mr.  Fielden.]  You  have  stated,  in  a  former  part  of  your  evidence,  that 
you  do  not  require  that  the  furniture  of  the  poor  people  making  application  for 
relief  should  be  sold  and  disposed  of  before  relief  be  afforded,  have  you  not  ? — 
I  have. 

10680.  Enoch  Keep  was  a  man  that  was  found  dead  in  the  road,  upon  whom 
an  inquest  was  held? — Yes. 

106S1.  Was  he  going  out  with  a  shirt  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  bread  for 
it  ?— I  think  not ;  the  son  of  Mr.  Webb  (who  has  been  quoted  more  than  once 
or  twice  in  the  evidence)  told  Mr.  Pearce  that  Enoch  Keep  was  going  out  to 
purchase  butter  and  cheese  at  Cranfield,  and  that  when  he  was  found  he  had 
Is.  6d.  in  his  pocket,  and  bread  he  had  in  the  house. 

10682.  Who  has  told  you  that  story? — The  son  of  Mr.  Webb  told  it  to  Mr. 
Pearce ;  Mr.  Pearce  told  me  so  at  Westoning  on  Saturday  last. 

10683.  Then  Mr.  Pearce  and  Mr.  Webb  will  be  able  to  confirm  your  testi- 
mony ? — Mr.  Pearce  can  confirm  my  testimony  that  he  told  me  so,  and  that  the 
son  of  Mr.  Webb  told  him  so,  but  whether  that  is  exactly  the  fact  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  but  I  think  it  very  likely  ;  it  does  not  appear  to  me  very  likely  that 
the  man  could  have  died  from  want  of  food,   situated  as  he  was. 

10684.  Enoch  Keep  was  an  old  man,  was  he  not  ? — Yes,  he  was. 

10685.  Had  he  been  20  years  at  service  in  one  placer — That  I  do  not  know; 
the  man  never  came  under  my  uoticc  but  once ;  he  belonged  to  that  part  of  the 
union  which  I  did  not  pay  at  that  time  ;  and  I  never  knew  the  man  till  he  made 
application  to  the  board,  and  was  refused  in  consequence  of  having  those  houses. 

10686.  Mr.  Wak/ey.']  Can  you  explain  these  circumstances  ;  I  find  an  entry 
bere  at  page  77,  of  the  minute-book.  No.  2,  "  13th  October  1836  ;  James  Har- 
borne  and  George  Leggett,  of  Shitlington,  able-bodied  labourers  in  employment, 
having  had  notice  to  quit  parish  tenements,  and  not  being  able  to  procure  lodgings, 
applied,  by  their  wives,  for  an  order  for  the  workhouse,  but  the  same  was  refused  ; 
the  husbands  being  in  employment,  and  the  w  ives  and  children  not  being  allowed 
to  come  into  the  workhouse  without  the  husbands ;"  do  you  remember  that  case  ? 
— No,  I  have  no  recollection  particularly  of  the  circumstance ;  but  I  remember 
that  the  ground  upon  which  the  board  refused  was,  that  they  could  not  furnish 
houses  ;  and  the  men  being  in  employment,  it  was  their  business  to  look  out  for 
other  houses. 

10687.  It  says  here,  that  they  had  notice  to  quit  parish  tenements  ;  what  parish 
did  they  belong  to? — Shitlington  parish. 

10688.  Notice  to  quit  had  come  from  the  parish  authorities? — No  doubt  of 
that. 

10689.  It 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.     (1838.)  n 

10689.  ^t  states,  also,  that  the  parties  could  not  procure  lodgings  ;  and  in  con-  y[r.  John  MarthaU. 

sequence  of  their  not  beinj^  able  to  procure  lodgings,  and  having  had   notice  to 

quit  the  parochial  tenements,  they  asked   leave  to  come  into  the  workhouse : —       16  May  1838. 
The  wives  and  families  asked. 

10690.  Were  the  husbands  offered  to  go  iu  also? — I  do  not  know,  but  I  should 
suppose  not. 

10691.  No  application  was  made  to  you  ? — No;  I  should  think  the  chairman 
of  the  board  would  be  likely  to  know  much  more  of  them  than  I  do ;  it  would  be 
fresh  in  his  recollection. 

10692.  Mr.  FieUkii.'l  In  the  case  of  Keep,  this  question  was  put  to  you,  which 
you  answer  as  follows,  in  94r)7  :  "  Would  you  not  .say,  in  the  ca«e  of  an  old  man, 
that  it  is  a  severe  alternative  to  put  him  to,  to  .sell  his  furniture  before  relief  is  given 
him  ;"  and  your  answer  is,  "  That  would  depend  in  some  measure  upon  what  sort 
of  furniture  he  had  ;  if  it  was  necessary  furniture,  I  .should  say  that  it  would  be 
hard  ;  but  if  the  man  had  any  thinii  beyond  that — he  had  a  clock  in  his  house  at 
that  time,  a  good  clock,  which  was  not  necessary."  Did  you  induce  the  man  to 
believe,  on  that  occasion,  that  he  was  to  sell  his  clock  before  he  could  obtain  any 
relief? — Not  a  word  passed  between  me  and  the  man  on  the  subject  of  the  clock. 

10693.  Do  you  know  that  the  clock  was  his  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

10694.  You  know  that  he  had  a  clock  in  his  house? — Yes. 

10695.  How  did  you  know  that.' — By  seeing  it. 

10696.  Did  you  go  into  the  hou.se  ? — 1  did  not  go  particularly  to  the  house,  but 
I  happened  to  be  near,  and  heard  the  clock  tick,  and  looked  in ;  whether  it  was  that 
I  went  to  see  that  Keep,  or  the  younger  man,  wanted  relief,  I  cannot  say,  but  I 
heard  it  tick. 

10697.  When  was  it ;  at  the  time  that  Keep  was  living  ? — Yes. 

10698.  How  do  you  know  it  was  a  good  clock? — When  I  say  it  was  a  good 
clock,  I  mean  a  good-looking  clock  ;  I  am  not  a  judge  of  the  article. 

10699.  It 's  t''"^  ^^'^^  Keep  died;  you  do  not  dispute  that  fact  ? — Yes,  he  died, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  that. 

10700.  He  had  been  refused  relief  by  the  parish  officers,  though  he  was  a  very 
old  man? — By  the  board  of  guardians  he  had. 

10701.  And  by  you  too? — No. 

10702.  Did  he  never  apply  to  you  for  relief? — No. 

10703.  How  did  he  get  to  the  board? — In  that  way  he  applied  to  me, 
certainly. 

10704.  Chairman.]  He  applied  to  you  to  have  his  name  put  down  in  the  appli- 
cation-book ? — Yes. 

1 0705.  Mr.  Scrope.]  The  old  men  whom  you  do  relieve  die  as  well  as  those  you 
do  not? — Yes,  we  have  had  a  great  many  die. 

10706.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  he  could  not  have  sold  his  house  ? 
— I  have  not,  I  believe  he  could  have  sold  it ;  that  he  could  have  raised  money 
upon  it. 

10707.  Mr.  Fielden.]  How  do  you  know? — Because  it  is  often  done.  I  know 
there  are  plenty  of  labourers  who  have  not  houses,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  give 
him  a  trifle  to  go  and  live  in  that  house,  even  supposing  it  could  not  be  sold. 

10708.  Would  they  have  given  a  trifle  to  go  and  live  with  him  under  that  roof, 
or  would  he  have  had  to  let  that  house? — It  was  too  large  a  house  for  him. 

10709.  Did  no  one  live  with  him? — I  think  not. 

10710.  Are  you  quite  sure? — I  am  not  quite  sure,  but  1  think  not;  that  part 
of  the  house  which  he  owned  he  lived  in  by  himself,  I  think,  and  his  son's  is 
totally  distinct. 

1071 1.  Had  he  nobody  to  cook  his  victuals  ? — I  dare  say  he  had. 

10712.  Who  did  it? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  did  not  inquire  into  his  case  enough 
to  know ;  the  guardians  of  the  parish  were  there,  and  they  knew  enough  of  the 
circumstances  to  convince  the  board  of  guardians. 

10713.  Do  you  know  that  a  son  lived  in  the  house  with  Enoch  Keep? — No,  I 
was  not  aware  of  it. 

10714.  You  have  not  thought  it  your  duty  to  make  any  particular  inquiry, 
though  this  man  died,  as  it  was  said,  of  want,  and  a  coroner's  jury  sat  upon  him  ? 
— The  coroner's  jury  did  not  say  that  he  died  of  want. 

10715.  What  did  the  jury  say  upon  it? — They  relumed  a  verdict  of  natural 
death,  I  think. 
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T  II  I  li  T  Y  -  T  II  I  R  1) 


REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON   THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT  ; 


WITH   THE 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


•  I 


Ordered,  hy  The  House  of  Commons,  to  he  Printed, 
18  May  1838. 


405. 


[     ii     ] 


Liuna;,  2^°  die  Novcmbris,   1837 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  tie  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bameby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8' die  Februarii,   1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.   iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.     1 


[     iii     ] 


R     E     P     O     R     T. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  CoMMissiONEUS  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Pook  Law 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  ; — 

TTAVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
■*-  -*■     The  House. 


IB  May  1838. 


405- 


[      iv      1 


WITNESS. 


George  Pearse,  Esq. 


1  ) 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Veneris,  18°  die  Maii,  1838. 


MEMBERS    present: 


Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 
Mr.  Hodges. 


Mr.  Langdale. 
Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Wakley. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  ix  the  Chair. 


George  Pearse,  Esq.,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

10716.  Chainiian.'l   I   heceived   a  letter   from   you,    dated   the   loth  of  this      G.  Pearse,  Esq. 
month,  stating  that  you  had  met  with  some  interruption  in  the  prosecution  of  those       " 
inquiries  which  you  were  good  enough  to  undertake  to  make  with  reference  to  a  ^^  ^^ 
list  of  paupers  that  had  been  put  in  evidence  respecting  the  parish  of  AVestoning  ; 

be  so  good  as  to  describe  the  nature  of  the  interruptions  which  you  met  with,  and 
why  you  were  unable  to  continue  your  inquiries  upon  that  subject  ? — Having  been 
deputed  by  the  Committee  to  investigate  those  tabular  statements  put  in  by  Mr. 
Turner,  I  commenced  proceedings  on  Saturdaj^,  Mr.  Marshall  assisting  me,  and 
we  got  on  pretty  well  in  ascertaining  the  earnings  and  outgoings  of  certain  fami- 
lies ;  we  could  not  get  perfect  answers,  but  we  approached,  perhaps,  near  the  truth, 
in  most  instances.  On  Tuesday  I  renewed  my  inquiries  amongst  the  people,  and 
then  I  found  very  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  answers  ;  the  people  were  very 
unwilling  to  state  their  earnings  ;  and  in  many  instances  I  was  insulted. 

10717.  Did  the  people  assign  any  reason  for  not  answering  you  on  the  Tues- 
day in  the  same  manner  that  they  had  seemed  disposed  to  do  on  the  Saturday? — 
They  told  me  that  they  did  not  consider  me  as  friendly  to  their  interests ;  that 
they  considered  me  as  not  friendly  to  the  poor,  and  that  I  was  getting  up  a  case 
against  them  ;  and  in  one  instance,  a  man  told  me,  "  1  know  your  object  in  coming 
to  me ;  it  is  that  you  may  upset  the  statements  made  by  those  gentlemen  ;"  his 
name  was  Richard  Pedder. 

10718.  Did  you  go  to  many  persons? — I  went  to  several;  one  man  whom 
I  addressed,  folded  his  arms  and  said,  "  I  will  hold  no  conversation  with 
you,  sir." 

1071  g.  Did  he  give  any  reason  for  refusing  to  do  so  ? — No ;  I  stated  my  object, 
which  was  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  certain  statements  which  had  been  put  in ;  I 
have  seen  the  man  a  second  time  since  ;  I  saw  him  at  a  late  hour  last  night,  but 
he  was  still  mute ;  he  said  he  did  not  know  what  all  this  meant ;  there  was 
something  wrong  going  forward,  or  why  should  we  be  so  inquisitive. 

10720.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  difference  in  the  m.anners  of  the  people 
on  Tuesday  from  their  manners  on  the  Saturday  ? — I  fancied  that  it  had  been  pro- 
duced by  a  visit  of  Mr.  Turner  to  the  parish  of  Westoning ;  but  I  have  no  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  except  that  he  was  there,  and  spoke  to  one  or  two  persons 
there ;   I  thought  his  visit  produced  very  considerable  excitement. 

10721.  At  all  events,  did  you  find  that  there  was  a  marked  difference  in  the 
manners  of  the  people  on  Tuesday  as  compared  with  their  manners  on  Saturday  ; 
and  did  you  ascertain,  in  point  of  fact,  that  Mr.  Turner  had  been  down  to  the 
parish  in  the  interval  between  the  two  days  ? — I  ascertained  that  he  had  been 
there,  and  I  noticed  a  very  marked  difference  in  the  behaviour  of  the  people 
towards  me  ;   it  was  most  disrespectful  and  offensive. 

10722.  Did  you  hear  anything  stated  as  the  reason  for  the  change  ? — No; 
Mr.  Turner  spoke,  I  understand,  to  a  man  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Bunker, 
whose  case  has  been  before   the  Committee,   and  told  him,  as  I  understand,  that 

/\0j.  A  an 


2  MINUTES  OF  EVIDEN'CE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

X!.  Pent  if,  Esq.    ^n    untruth,    or    asked    him,    if  an    untruth    had    not   been  told   respecting  his 

— earnings  ;  that  it  had  been  stated  in  evidence  that  he  had  2s.  a  week  tor  shaving 

•  8  May  1838.      ^-^^    people;    that   was    a   little    circumstance,    I   believe,    mentioned    by    Mr. 

Marshall. 

io~-2'^.  He  was  called  the  village-barber? — les;  there  was  another  person,  I 
understood,  that  had  been  communicated  with,  but  I  cannot  state  what  passed  ; 
Mr.  Turner's  visit  was  paid  during  church-time  on  Sunday,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  was  a  lengthened  visit,  but  his  presence  there  was  calculated  to  produce 
excitement,  and  I  experienced  a  marked  change  in  the  behaviour  of  the  people 
between  Saturday  and  Tuesday. 

U)-.24.  That  being  the  case,  I  am  afraid  that  we  can  hardly  ask  you  to 
continue  the  inquiries  you  were  good  enough  to  undertake? — I  found  it  utterly 
impossible  to  proceed  ;  it  was  the  case  with  one  or  two  of  the  men  that  I  spoke 
to,  that  I  could  not  get  any  thing  from  them ;  but  the  principal  difficulty  was 
with  the  women. 

10725.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Previously  to  the  Sunday,  will  you  inform  the  Com- 
mittee how  many  men  you  spoke  to  ? — They  were  principally  the  women  whom 
I  saw  ;  and  my  first  object  was  to  ascertain  the  earnings  of  the  family. 

10726.  You  commenced  your  inquiry  on  the  Saturday  ? — Yes. 

10-27.  ^'^  yo"  ^'^^  any  difficulty  with  the  women  in  their  net  giving  the 
answers  fairlv  and  ingenuously  in  the  course  of  that  day  ? — A  little ;  but  1  was 
respectfully  received  every  where,    and  received  a    respectful  answer  in   every 

case. 

10728.  But  a  respectful  answer  and  a  full  answer  to  a  question  are  different 
things  ;  vou  did  not  get  the  information  that  you  would  wish  to  get  on  the 
Saturday? — I  have  said,  that  it  was  not  so  full  in  every  instance  as  I  could  have 
wislied,"but  that  it  was  near  enough  to  the  truth  for  me  to  have  got  data  by 
which  to  test  the  statements  which  had  been  made. 

1072<).  You  said  you  were  accompanied  by  the  relieving  officer  ?  —  I  was  ; 
and  I  thought  it  discouraged  the  women  from  speaking  out  when  they  were 
.statino-  their  earnings,  and,  taking  that  view  of  it,  and,  moreover,  other  unpleasant 
circumstances  occurring  in  the  course  of  my  visit,  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing 
to  Mr.  Fielden,  which  perhaps  I  was  wrong  in  doing,  to  say  that  I  sliould 
carry  on  the  inquiries  alone  henceforward  ;  and  on  Tuesday  I  resumed  my  in- 
quiries alone. 

10730.  Do  you  not  think  it  probable  that  your  having  been  accompanied  by 
the  relieving  officer  in  the  first  instance  might  have  given  an  impression 
throughout  that  parish  disadvantageous  to  the  inquiry  you  were  desirous  of 
making? — I  think  that  it  was  injudicious,  his  accompanying  me,  and  prejudicial 
to  the  inquiry. 

10731.  Might  not  that  difficulty  which  you  found  afterwards,  on  the  Tuesday 
foUowiu"-,  be  quite  as  much  attributable  to  that  original  mistake  as  to  any  diffi- 
culty arising  from  the  visit  of  Mr.  Turner,  or  any  body  else? — I  do  not  think  that 
that  would  have  changed  their  conduct  to  personal  disrespect  and  insult. 

10732.  Did  any  of  them  name  Mr.  Turner  to  you  ?— They  did  not ;  Mr.  Turner 
has  an  agent  there  who  is  resident  on  the  spot,  but  I  cannot  speak  to  how  he  may 
■communicate  witli  the  people  ;  he  has  collected  a  great  deal  of  information  for 
^h.  Turner,  and  he  is  in  habits  of  communication  with  the  people  there;  I  can  say 
no  more. 

10733.  Then  it  is  the  inference  of  your  own  mind  that  it  w;.s  attributable  to 
Mr.  Turner,  rather  than  the  mistake  you  committed  originally  in  taking  Mr. 
[Marshall  with  you,  that  you  met  with  that  incivility  ? — I  admit  that  that  was  a 
wrono-  step,  but  it  was  not  my  act ;  Mr.  I\Iarshall  was  appointed  to  assist  me  ;  I 
understood  it  to  be  the  instruction  of  the  Committee. 

10734.  Mr.  Waklei/.']  Did  you  object  to  Mr.  Marshall  accompanying  you  ? — I 
did  not  object,  but  I  did  not  understand  that  he  would  accompany  me. 

1073.5.  By  whom  did  Mr.  Marshall  say  tliat  he  was  directed  to  attend  you  ? — I 
did  not  ask  him,  but  something  passed  with  the  Committee,  and  I  understood  it 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  Committee,  that  he  should  assist  me,  but  I  do  not  know  to 
what  extent. 

10736.  You  say  you  got  on  pretty  well  on  the  Saturday ;  how  many  cases  did 
you  investigate  on  that  day  ? — Twenty  or  twenty-one. 

10737.  Are  they  cases  of  persons  who   are  mentioned  in  the  tables? — All  of 

ihem. 

10738.  Will 
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1073S.  Will  you  favour  the  Committee  with  the  result  of  your  investigation  of     g.  Pearsei  Es^ 

those  cases? — Mr.  Marshall  has  drawn  out  a  tabular  statement  of  them,  I  have        

not  myself;    Mr.   Marshall  took  clown  the  information   in  writing,  and   I    can       18  May  183^ 
produce  that  to  the  Committee. 

10739.  Have  you  examined  that  tabular  statement.- — I  have  not  myself,  at 
present. 

10740.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  look  it  over? — I  cannot  to-day  ;  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  produce  it  at  the  next  meeting,  but  I  gave  up  the  thing  in  conse- 
quence of  what  had  passed,  finding  such  an  interruption  to  the  inquiries  which  I 
was  making-. 

10741.  When  you  say  that  there  was  such  a  ditference  in  the  conduct  of  the 
people  towards  you,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  persons  who  were  civil  to  you  on 
the  Saturda}',  and  who  received  you  well  and  respectfully  on  that  occasion,  offered 
you  personal  insults  or  were  in  any  way  personally  disrespectful  to  you  on  the 
Tuesday? — They  were  a  different  set  of  people  ;  I  did  not  go  back  to  the  same. 

10742.  Mr.  Hodges.']   Were  thev  in  the  same  parish? — Yes. 

10743.  Have  you  the  names  of  those  persons  who  refused  to  give  you  informa- 
tion and  behaved  improperly?  —  I  could  name  some,  William  Lowens. 

10744.  C/iciirwd/i.]  Should  you,  upon  seeing  the  statement  which  has  been 
made  out  by  Mr.  Marshall,  be  able  to  say  whether  the  insertions  of  the  particulars 
correspond  with  the  information  you  received,  or  would  it  require  some  little 
consideration  to  enable  you  to  do  so? — I  think  I  could  do  so  in  a  short  time,  but 
not  at  the  instant. 

10743.  Mr.  Wa/i/ei/.]  Do  you  mean  that  you  examined  the  parties  in  question, 
and  made  any  written  memoranda  at  the  time? — I  saw  the  written  memorandum 
Mr.  Marshall  made  ;  while  he  stood  by  I  put  certain  questions  to  the  parties,  with 
a  view  to  test  the  matter,  and  Mr.  Marshall  took  down  the  answers,  and  I  stood 
by  his  side  and  looked  over  them  ;  my  inquiries  were  not  completed  on  the 
Saturday ;  I  meant,  in  addition  to  inquiring  into  the  earnings  of  the  women  and 
children,  to  have  seen  the  men  themselves,  all  of  them,  and  their  employers,  to 
have  got  it  confirmed  by  the  employers  ;  therefore,  I  should  say  that  that  table 
would  not  be  accurate  without  further  inquiry;  I  wished  to  ascertain  the 
truth. 

10746.  C/iainiuiii.]  The  particulars  which  you  took  down  on  Saturday  would 
be  accurate,  as  far  as  they  went  ? — As  far  as  they  went,  and  as  far  as  I  could  rely 
upon  it ;  I  meant  to  get  all  the  information  confirmed  by  the  employers. 

10747.  Those  inquiries  were  principally  with  relation  to  the  earnings  of  the 
wives  and  families  ? — Yes. 

10745.  To  that  point  the  table  would  enable  you  to  speak? — Yes,  I  think  so. 
10749.   Mr.  ivc/r/t'w.]   Will  you  give  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  you 

received  insult  in  your  visit  on  Tuesday  ? — James  Brinkley  was  most  otfensive  in 
manner  to  me ;  he  is  a  man  who  travels  with  a  basket,  and  who  refused  to  answer 
my  questions;  and  Mrs.  George  King  told  me  that  she  thouuht  I  was  not  friendly 
to  the  poor,  and  that  I  should  answer  for  it  at  the  day  of  judgment. 

107.50.  An}' others  ? — William  Lowens,  who  refused  to  answer  the  inquiries; 
IMrs.  Crawley  Bonner;  she  is  a  shopkeeper;  Mrs.  John  King;  I  do  not  know 
that  1  could  state  any  more  off-hand  ;  but  I  found  a  difficultv  in  getting  answers  ; 
the  young  women  refused  to  answer. 

107.51.  You  have  mentioned  five  who  did  not  treat  you  with  respect? — Yes; 
or  who  were  not  disposed  to  answer  the  questions. 

107.52.  What  questions  did  you  put  to  them? — As  to  their  earning>,  and  I 
requested  answers  to  certain  queries  which  1  held  in  my  hand. 

10753.  Have  you  the  queries  with  you  ? — I  have. 

107,54.  Will  you  read  them  ? — "  The  name  of  the  labourer  ;  his  age;  the  age 
of  the  w^fe  ;  the  names  and  ages  of  the  children  living  with  their  parents;  work 
employed  on  in  1837;  number  of  weeks  employed,  exclusive  of  hay-time  and 
harvest;  rate  of  wages  per  week,  exclusive  of  the  same;  earnings  in  hay-time 
and  harvest ;  estimated  produce  of  garden  allotment,  and  other  sources  of  income 
not  specified;  earnings  of  wife  and  children;  gleanings,  value  of:  allowance 
from  parish  ;  total  income  of  labourer  and  family ;  outgoings  for  rent,  rate  and 
fuel  ;  outgoings  for  benefit,  medical  and  clothing  clubs  ;"'  the  questions  that 
follow,  of  course,  I  did  not  put,  inasmuch  as  the  foimer  questions  would  furnish 
data  for  the  latter  ones  :  "  net  income  applicable  to  food,  soap,  clothing  and 
other  necessaries ;  net   income  for    1834,  as   shown   in  the  tabular   statement ; 

405.  A  2  increase 
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G.  Pearfr,  Esq.    increase  of  income  as  compared  with  1834  ;  decrease  of  income  as  compared  with 

1834  ;  and,  remarks." 

i8  May  1838.  loy'yj.  Has  the  opposition  which  you  have  met  with  in  making  these  inquiries 

made  it  altogether  impracticable  to  obtain  that  information  from  those  labourers 
and  their  families  ? — I  conceive  that  it  has  quite. 

107.56.  Why  ? — Because  they  refused  to  answer  me  in  so  many  instances  ;  and 
as  I  passed  from  house  to  house,  the  women  were  collecting  and  jeering  me  ;  and 
I  met  with  that  sort  of  treatment  that  no  gentleman  could  bear  with  it. 

10757.  The  reason  they  assigned  was,  that  they  considered  you  an  enemy  to 
the  poor? — That  was  noticed  by  two  or  three. 

107.58.  Some  of  them  made  that  observation? — Yes;  and  one  of  them  did 
more,  and  said  that  it  was  difficult  to  know  their  foes  from  their  friends  ;  and  he 
rather  thought  I  was  a  foe. 

107.59.  l^oes  that  raise  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  getting  at  the  information 
that  you  sought  ? — Added  to  the  men's  positive  refusal  to  give  the  information 
which  I  sought,  it  does. 

10760.  In  every  one  of  the  five  cases  you  have  named? — There  were  other 
instances,  which  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  where  refusals  were  given. 

10761.  But  in  every  one  of  the  cases  you  have  named,  did  they  refuse  indivi- 
dually to  answer  those  queries  which  you  have  read,  and  which  you  say  you  put  ? 
— Not  every  individual  question  ;  but  the  question  with  respect  to  their  earnings, 
certainly  ;  the  women  I  speak  of,  and  two  men,  I  believe,  I  have  also  spoken  of. 

10762.  Did  any  of  those  men  whom  you  saw  tell  you  that  Mr,  Turner  had 
been  down  amongst  them? — One  man  told  me  that  Mr.  Turner  had  been  down. 

10763.  Who  was  that? — The  son  of  Thomas  Bunker,  who  said  he  was  shocked 
that  such  a  wicked  lie  should  have  been  told  by  Mr.  Marshall  about  his  father,  it 
having  been  stated  that  the  man  got  2.y.  a  week  for  shaving. 

10764.  Did  the  man  deny  the  fact,  that  his  father  had  been  getting  2  s.  a.  week 
by  shaving  ? — He  did,  and  I  saw  the  old  man  himself  afterwards,  who  also 
denied  it. 

10765.  Do  you  believe  that  the  old  man  and  his  son  were  correct  when  they 
made  that  denial  ? — I  believe  perfectly  so. 

10766.  You  think  the  old  man  did  not  receive  2s.  a  week? — I  believe  that  he 
did  not. 

10767.  Then  you  believe  that  the  statement  that  Mr.  Marshall  received  was 
not  true  ? — The  two,  the  father  and  son,  shave  together,  and,  therefore,  it  is  divided 
profit,  consequently  that  which  might  be  attributed  to  one  is  a  divided  concern, 
the  son  taking  the  larger  part. 

10768.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  statement  given  by  Mr.  Marshall,  of  the 
receipts  of  that  man  for  shaving  is  not  true  ? — I  believe  that  part  is  not  true,  but 
I  will  take  the  responsibility  upon  myself,  for  I  believe  f  furnished  that  circum- 
stance to  Mr.  Marshall,  and  I  have  misinformed  Mr.  Marshall. 

10769.  Mr.  Marshall  has  misinformed  the  Committee,  and  on  the  information 
he  received  from  you? — Yes,   I  have  been  instrumental  in  doing  it. 

10770.  What  was  your  reason  for  informing  Mr.  Marshall  that  the  man  received 
2s.  3i  week  for  shaving  ? — I  received  that  information. 

10771.  Whom  did  you  receive  it  from? — I  heard  it  in  Westoning. 

10772.  Chairman.]  To  what  extent  do  you  believe  that  information  to  have 
been  inaccurate,  upon  subsequent  inquiry? — I  suppose  about  9^/.  too  much,  I 
imagine  so  ;  am  I  to  speak  of  the  old  man,  or  of  the  two  together  ? 

10773.  Speak  of  the  earnings  of  the  two  together  ?-  I  will  give  the  old  man's 
information,  which  was,  that  he  shaved  five  men  weekly,  at  2*.  6d.  each,  per 
annum,  and  that  he  might,  by  odd  jobs,  pick  up  ahontSd.  or  4rf.  a  week  besides. 

1 0774'.  What  did  the  young  man  say  ? — He  said  his  was  rather  a  better  business 
than  his  father's,  but  he  could  not  speak  exactly  to  it. 

10775.  You  were  going  to  make  some  observation  with  regard  to  yesterday? — 
I  wished  to  make  the  experiment,  whether  in  a  part  of  the  village  which  had  not 
been  visited  by  Mr.  Turner,  where  his  movements,  perhaps,  were  not  known  any 
thing  of,  excitement  existed  there,  and  I  found  the  same  unwillingness  to  answer 
questions  as  to  earnings,  but  a  very  different  manner,  and  a  very  respectful  recep- 
tion, but  a  determination  not  to  answer  questions  as  to  earnings. 

10776.  Mr.  Fielden.']  Was  it  not  an  important  mistake  to  make  in  conveying 
to  the  Committee  an  erroneous  statement  to  the  amount  of  9d.  in  2  s.,  in  the  case  of 

a  poor 
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a  poor  man,  whose  case  had  been  represented  before  this  Committee  ? — There  is  g.  Pearse,  Esq. 

that  mistake.  

10777.  The  earnings  of  many  of  the  poor  people  of  Bedfordshire,  you  are  aware,  18  May  1838. 
are  very  small? — Yes,  compared,  perhaps,  with  the  manufacturing  districts,  they 

may  be. 

10778.  Are  they  not  small,  compared  with  what  is  necessary  to  supply  them 
with  food,  clothing  and  shelter  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  they  are. 

10779.  Have  tliey  all  abundance  of  those  things  in  Bedfordshire? — They  may 
not  have  a  superfluity,  but  they  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life. 

10780.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  labouring  people  of  Bedfordshire  have  an 
ample  sufficiency  of  food,  clothing,  and  suitable  dwelling-houses  to  live  in.' — I 
believe  the  well-conducted  have,  for  the  mo.st  part. 

10781.  Do  you  know  a  labouring  man  who  is  honest  and  of  good  character  in 
Bedfordshire,  and  who  is  diligent  in  his  occupation,  who  does  not  receive  an  ample 
supply  of  those  things  ? — I  can  name  three  or  four  families  living  near  me  in  my 
own  parish,  their  daily  labour  procuring  for  them  only  9s.  a  week,  having  families 
to  maintain,  their  families  well  brought  up,  and  the  children  well  clothed,  and  the 
men's  earnings  not  exceeding  9.y.  a  week ;  having  families  of  four  or  five  children, 
under  nine,  to  maintain,  therefore  the  income  from  the  children  can  be  but  small, 
but  they  are  exceedingly  well-conducted  men,  and  their  habitations  seem  very 
comfortable. 

10782.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question;  do  you  know  no  man  in 
Bedfordshire  but  what  has  an  ample  supply  of  those  things,  who  is  of  good 
character  and  of  industrious  habits  ? — There  were  many  such  last  winter,  I 
believe. 

10783.  Are  there  not  any  such  now  ;  —  I  do  not  think  there  are  ;  I  think  they 
are  in  pretty  full  employment  now. 

10784.  But  employment  without  adequate  wages  will  not  furnish  them  with 
a  sufficient  supply  of  those  things,  will  it? — I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  will 
not,  without  adequate  wages. 

1078.5.  Do  you  consider  9s.  a  week  for  a  man  and  his  wife  and  five  children 
to  be  adequate  wages  to  provide  them  with  the  proper  supply  of  those  things? 
— During  a  large  proportion  of  the  year  the  labouring  population  work  by  the 
great  in  agricultural  districts ;  and  so,  tracing  them  through  the  year,  the  average 
amount  of  their  earnings  is  much  more  considerable  than  9*.  a  week. 

10786.  Chairman.']  When  you  speak  of  the  earnings  of  a  man  and  his  wife 
and  five  children,  are  not  the  wife  and  five  children  able  to  add  to  those 
earnings  ? — It  depends  upon  the  ages  of  the  children  ;  I  mentioned  three  families, 
the  children  being  under  nine,  whose  names  I  should  be  happy  to  give. 

10787.  Mr.  Fiehkn.]  You  have  not  told  the  Committee  the  name  of  this  in- 
dividual who  stated  that  Bunker  could  earn  2*.  a  week  by  shaving ;  will  you 
state  the  name  of  that  individual? — I  received  information  with  respect  to  the 
earnings  of  that  person. 

10788.  Chairman.']  You  take  it  upon  yourself,  and  the  inaccuracy  upon  your- 
self?— Entirely  so  ;  if  there  is  any  misrepresentation,  I  take  the  entire  responsi- 
bility of  it  upon  myself. 

10789.  You  admit  that  there  is  an  inaccuracy  to  that  extent? — Yes,  but  I  did 
not  know  it  until  last  nioht. 

10790.  Mr.  Fichkii.]  If  you  have  been  misinformed  on  that  point,  may  you 
not  have  been  misinformed  on  other  points  on  which  you  have  given  evidence 
to  this  Committee  ? — A  great  deal  of  my  information  1  had  by  word  of  mouth 
from  the  parties  themselves ;  this  I  had  not  by  word  of  mouth  from  the 
party. 

10791.  In  the  case  of  Odell,  you  stated  him  to  be  employed  by  your  brother 
at  12.y.  a  week? — At  that  time  he  was  employed  by  him  at  that  rate  of  wages 
per  day. 

10792.  But  in  addition  to  stating  that  he  was  employed  by  your  brother  at 
12  s.,  you  say,  "  he  has  left  him  to  go  to  better  work  ;  we  presume  that  it  was 
so  ;  my  brother  would  have  continued  him  on,  but  he  wished  to  go  ;  it  might 
have  been  a  more  permanent  job  ;  I  cannot  say  ;"  that  is  your  answer  ? — ^  es. 

10793.  Did  Odell  himself  tell  you  that  he  was  receiving  12s.  a  week  r — His 
wife  told  me  that  his  pay  whenever  he  worked  for  my  brother  was  12. v.  a 
week ;  that  he  was  usually  paid  at  that  rate ;  that,  when  my  brother  employed 

405.  A  3  him. 
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<;.  Pearse,  Esq.    liim,  he  usually  got   I2s.  a  week,  and  she  thought  he  would  have  the  same;  he 

was  then  em}>loyed  by  my  brother. 

18  May  1838.  1O704.   "^Vas  he  employed  at   task-work,  or  by  the  week?— By  the  day  for  a 

portion  of  the  week,  perhaps. 

1079,5.  How  long  was  he  employed  by  your  brotlier? — For  a  few  davs. 

10796.  Was  he  not  employed  one  whole  week? — I  do  not  know  that  he  was. 

10797.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  not? — I  know  nothing  about  it,  as  to  the- 
time. 

10798.  Did  you  intend  to  represent  to  the  Committee  that  he  was  receiving 
wages  of  12.y.  a  week? — I  understood  it  to  be  the  case  at  that  time. 

10799.  ^^'ould  you  say  that  he  was  receiving  12. «.  a  week  if  he  was  not 
receiving  that  for  even  one  week  ? — At  that  rate,  I  meant ;  that  would  be  2  s. 
a  day. 

10800.  Do  you  wish  to  qualify  it  in  that  form? — I  did  not  mean  to  convey 
that  he  was  for  weeks  employed  by  my  brother, 

10801.  Did  you  wish  to  represent  to  the  Committee  that  this  man,  instead  of 
receiving  8  a-,  a  week  wages,  was  able  to  obtain  12*.  a  week  wages  r — I  meant  to 
convey  the  information  that  at  that  time  he  was  in  work,  at  the  rate  of  12  s. 
a  week. 

10802.  What  time  was  that? — At  the  time  I  gave  my  evidence,  I  think, 
he  was  employed  b}-  him. 

10803.  Might  it  not  be  true  that  he  was  employed  for  a  few  days  by  your 
brother,  at  12*-.  a  week,  and  at  the  time  he  gave  the  information  to  Mr-  Turner 
be  receiving  only  8.y.  a  week? — He  might  be  receiving  no  more  than  8*.,  and  I 
did  not  intend  to  convey  a  different  statement. 

10804.  You  did  not  wish  to  convey  to  the  Committee  that  he  was  receiving 
12. V.  a  week,  and  by  that  throw  discredit  upon  Mr.  Turner's  total  ? — I  meant  to 
convey  the  notion  that,  when  my  brother  did  not  employ  him,  he  had  an  employ- 
ment to  fall  back  upon,  at  85.  a  week;  I  meant  to  speak  to  his  case  on  that 
point. 

10805.  Did  you  not  add,  that  he  had  left  your  brother,  and  you  believed  he 
had  gone  to  a  better  job  ? — That  was  the  inference  :  I  saw  the  man  yesterday,  and 
learned  that  his  wages  are  not  improved,  that  he  gets  only  Ss.  a  week,  but  it  is  a 
more  permanent  job. 

10806.  Then  the  inference  which  you  stated  would  be  drawn  would  be  a  false 
inference,  as  regards  the  fact,  would  it  not  ? — I  have  stated  the  plain  facts  to  the 
Committee. 

10807.  Did  you,  in  your  answer  given  on  a  former  day,  wish  to  convey  to  the 
Committee  an  opinion  that  Odell  could  obtain  12^.  a  week  wages? — Not 
permanently. 

10808.  But  what  was  it  that  you  wished  the  Committee  to  infer  from  that 
statement;  that  he  had  received  12.y.  a  week  from  your  brother? — That,  being  in 
the  receipt  of  wages  after  the  rate  of  12.?.  a  week,  he  had  left  his  service  to  go  to 
another,  and  I  inferred  that  it  was  a  better  situation,  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
leaving  the  first. 

10809.  Did  you  infer  that  he  would  obtain  higher  wages  in  that  better  situa- 
tion?— That  was  the  idea  I  had;  I  expressed  my  own  opinion. 

10810.  Then  it  was  fair  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  to  take  the  idea  which 
you  had,  and  which  you  wished  to  convey,  that  he  could  obtain  l'2s.  a  week 
wages  ? — The  Committee  would  take  their  own  impression  from  the  evidence. 

10811.  Would  it  not  be  fair  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  to  draw  that  infer- 
ence from  what  you  said  ? — I  supposed  myself  that  he  had  bettered  his  situation. 

10812.  This  morning  you  have  stated  to  the  Commitce  that  Mr.  Turner  has 
an  agent  in  Westoning? — I  understood  that  there  was  a  person  there  that  he  was 
in  communication  with,  and  who  had  furnished  information  to  him. 

10813.  ^  person  who  is  agent  to  ]\Ir.  Turner  ? — I  understood  that  he  had  acted 
in  that  capacity,  that  is,  in  furnishing  information, 

10814.  Who  is  that  individual  who  is  agent  for  Mr.  Turner? — I  have  been 
informed  that  his  name  is  Biggs. 

10815.  W'ho  gave  you  that  information? — I  think  you  will  find  it  stated  in  the 
evidence  I  put  in.  with  respect  to  Bonner's  wages ;  it  %vas  stated  by  a  gentleman 
in  \\'estoning  that  Mr.  Biggs  was  in  communication  with  Mr.  Turner;  that  was 
what  I  understood  generally,  that  Mr.  Biggs  is  in  communication  with  Mr.  Turner. 

10816.  WHio 
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10816.   Who  is  Mr.  Biggs? — He  is  a  schoolmaster  living   in  the  parish  of    G.Pearsc,  Esq. 
Westoning.  ' 

10S17.  Is  he  a  respectable  individual? — I  know  very  little  about  him.  '^  May  1838. 

10818.  How  far  do  you  live  from  him  ? — A  mile  and  a  half. 

loSlO-  How  long  have  you  lived  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Mr.  Biggs? — I 
do  not  know  how  long  Mr.  Biggs  has  been  in  Westoning  ;  he  has  not  been  very 
long  resident  there. 

10820.  Do  you  know  how  long  you  iiave  lived  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  Mr.  Biggs  .• — I  cannot  say;  J  cannot  know  how  long  he  has  been  at 
Westoning. 

10821.  Have  you  lived  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  him  for  a  great  many  years? 
— I  iKive  lived  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Westoning  upwards  of  18  years. 

10822.  Can  you  give  any  idea  at  all  how  long  Mr.  Biggs  has  been  at  Westoning  ? 
— I  cannot. 

10823.  But  he  is  a  schoolmaster  at  Westoning  ? — I  understand  he  is. 

10824.  Has  he  many  scholars  r — I  cannot  speak  to  that,  I  do  not  know  how 
many. 

10825.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  is  respectable  or  not,  in  the  occupation  in 
which  he  is  engaged? — 1  know  nothing  about  Mr.  Biggs. 

1.0826.  Do  you  know  any  thing  disreputable  of  Mr.  Biggs? — I  do  not. 

10827.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  thing  objectionable  stated,  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Biggs'  character  as  a  schoolmaster,  or  as  a  resident  in  Westoning  ? — Not  as  a 
schoolmaster. 

10828.  Or  as  a  resident  of  Westoning  r — I  heard  that  he  had  charge  of  the 
parish  books,  and  that  he  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to  give  information, 
and  that  the  farmers  had  complained  a  little  of  it. 

io82().  What  information  did  he  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  giving? 
— That  he  had  charge  of  the  parish  books,  and  obtained  information  from 
them. 

10830.  How  did  he  come  into  the  possession  of  the  parish  books? — I  believe 
he  kept  the  accounts  of  the  overseer  ;  some  of  the  overseers  cannot  read  and  write 
at  Westoning. 

10831.  Is  there  any  thing  wrong  in  Mr.  Biggs,  or  any  individual,  giving  infor- 
mation as  to  what  is  going  on  in  parish  affairs  - — I  can  say  nothing  about  that ;  it 
is  not  for  me  to  give  an  opinion. 

10832.  Why,  then,  do  you  bring  it  forv.ard  ? — You  asked  me  if  I  had  heard 
any  thing,  and  I  merely  mentioned  that ;  that  occurred  to  my  mind  ;  I  know 
nothing  disparaging  of  Mr.  Biggs. 

10833.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Biggs  is  disreputable  because  he  has 
given  information  from  the  parish  books  ? — I  do  not  wish  to  convey  any  thing 
di>:paraging  of  Mr.  Biggs ;  if  it  was  a  breach  of  trust,  I  should  say  it  was 
wrong. 

10834.  Was  there  a  breach  of  trust  in  that? — It  would  strike  me  that  it  was  an 
unjustiliable  act. 

1 0835.  Have  you  some  secrets  in  the  management  of  parish  affairs,  when  all  the 
persons  possessing  property  have  to  pay  rates  ? — None  whatever. 

10836.  Then,  could  Mr.  Biggs  convey  any  information  from  the  parish  books 
which  he  ought  to  be  blamed  for  ? — I  do  not  know  that  he  could. 

10837.  You  are  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  Woburn  Union, 
are  you  not  ? — I  am. 

10838.  Have  you  any  secrets  in  your  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  board  of 
guardians,  or  of  the  parish  affairs  under  the  direction  of  the  board  in  that  union  I 
— None  whatever. 

10839.  You  have  nothing  that  you  fear  of  being  disclosed  to  the  public  or  the 
rate-payers  of  the  district? — Our  meetino-s  do  not  take  place  with  open  doors. 

10840.  You  sit  with  closed  doors  ? — Always. 

10841.  Why  do  you  sit  with  closed  doors  ? — We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
admit  the  public  to  our  discussions. 

10842.  Why  do  you  not  think  it  necessary  ? — Because  I  think  it  would  be  very 
wrong  to  publish  individual  opinions  to  the  public. 

10843.  Would  you  object  to  tlie  rate-payers  being  present  at  the  board? — Cer- 
tainly not,  if  they  applied  for  information. 

10844.  Where  are  they  to  apply  to  get  to  the  board  in  order  to  see  how  the  poor 
405-  A  4  are 
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G.  Pearse,  Esq.     are  examined  there  ? — It  is  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  apply  to  the  chairman,  and  I 

have  never,  in  any  instance,  refused  permission. 

18  May  1838.  10845.   But  still  you  sit  with  closed  doors  ;  does  not  that  in  itself  operate  as  a 

preventive  to  persons  appearing  at  the  board  who  may  be  desirous  of  seeing  what 
is  going  on  ? — I  dare  say  it  docs. 

1084^.  Then  an  impediment  is  thrown  in  the  way  of  observing  the  conduct  you 
pursue  in  your  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor  of  that  union  ? — So  far,  it 
may  be. 

10847.  Do  you  think  that  is  just  or  fair  towards  the  rate-payers  of  the  Woburn 
Union? — Knowing  that  there  is  that  facility  to  gain  admission,  I  do  not  think  it 
unjust ;  their  constant  presence  might  be  a  great  interruption  to  our  pro- 
ceedings. 

10848.  You  think  it  is  right  and  just  that  you  should  sit  with  closed  doors,  and 
deny  access,  if  you  are  disposed  to  do  so,  to  any  person  who  may  wish  to  attend 
as  a  rate-payer? — I  do  not  think  it  unfair  that  a  discretion  should  be  used  in  that 
case. 

i()84().  That  is,  however,  the  practice  you  pursue  ? — It  is  ;  but  I  have  never,  in 
any  instance,  refused  admission  to  a  party  who  applied  ;  and  I  have  invited  Messrs. 
Crabtree  and  Turner  to  attend  our  proceedings. 

108.50^  Have  you  ever  denied  to  Messrs.  Crabtree  and  Turner  access  to  your 
board  ? — Never ;  I  never  was  applied  to. 

10851.  Do  you  know  whether  Messrs.  Crabtree  and  Turner  were  denied  access 
to  the  workhouse  of  the  Woburn  Union  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  they  were  denied 
admission ;  they  were  put  into  the  way  of  obtaining  admission. 

10852.  Are  you  aware  that  they  were  refused  ? — They  were  told,  upon  applica- 
tion to  one  of  the  resident  guardians  in  Woburn,  they  might  get  admitted. 

10853.  Was  that  the  answer  given  to  them  when  they  made  application? — I 
understood  that  to  be  the  answer. 

10854.  From  whom  did  you  understand  that? — From  the  master  of  the  work- 
house himself. 

10855.  The  master  of  the  workhouse  refused  them  admittance? — He  might 
have  refused  them  ;  but  he  put  them  in  the  way  of  being  admitted  by  applying  to 
one  of  the  resident  guardians  of  the  union. 

10856.  Do  you  deny  admittance  to  any  body  to  the  workhouse.-^ — I  have  not 
denied  admission,  upon  application  to  me  as  chairman. 

10857.  But  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  get  admittance  to  the  workhouse,  or  before 
the  board  of  guardians,  if  somebody  is  to  be  applied  to  to  give  permission? — It  is 
the  usual  mode  of  admission  to  boards  of  guardians,  and  the  indiscriminate 
admission  of  strangers  would  perhaps  be  an  interruption  to  the  proceedings. 

10858.  And  that  is  the  course  pursued  in  working  out  this  Poor  Law  Bill? 
— It  is  our  practice,  and  I  believe  it  is  general. 

10859.  When  the  old  law  was  in  force,  was  any  body  denied  admission  to  the 
overseer  or  to  the  vestry  ? — I  do  not  know. 

10860.  Do  not  you  know  what  was  the  practice  prior  to  the  new  law,  you  hav- 
ing lived  18  years  in  that  district? — I  am  not  aware  of  individuals  being  refused, 
on  asking  admission  to  the  vestry  meetings. 

10861.  Was  it  necessary  that  they  should  ask  for  admission  to  get  to  the  parish 
board  ? — Not  the  rate-payers  ;  they  attended  as  a  matter  of  right. 

10862.  And  the  poor  could  have  admission,  without  being  obstructed  by 
oversi;ers  or  relieving  officers  ? — It  was  open  to  them. 

10863.  -^"^  ^^^^y  did  do  so  ? — Continually  so. 

10864.  And  that  has  been  invaded  by  the  operation  of  the  new  Poor  Law?— 
As  far  as  the  exclusion,  to  the  extent  I  state,  goes,  of  strangers  generally  from  the 
board  of  guardians. 

10865.  And  of  persons  wanting  relief,  resident  in  the  parish  or  in  the  union  ? — 
1  am  not  aware  of  any  person  wishing  to  appeal  from  any  decision  of  the  board 
having  been  refused  admission. 

10866.  Can  any  poor  person  in  the  Woburn  Union  get  to  the  board  of  that 
union  without  first  making  application  to  the  relieving  officer? — Belonging  to  the 
union,  but  iiot  resident  therein  ;  we  expect  the  first  application  to  be  made  to 
the  relieving  officer. 

10867.  Then  the  relieving  officer  is  first  to  be  got  at  before  they  can  get  at  the 
board  ?—  Application  must  he  made  to  the  relieving  officer,  to  enable  him  to  inves- 
tigate 
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tigate  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  and  upon  the  decision  of  the  board  being     G.  Pearse,  Es<j. 
made  known  to  the  party,  lie  may  appeal.  „  ,.   .    g  g 

10868.  Does  that  throw  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  poor  getting  admission       ib  iia)  1  J  • 
to  the  board  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  thrown  any  difficulty  in  their  way. 

io8fi().  Are  you  quite  certain  that  no  instance  has  occurred  of  an  obstacle  being 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  poor  appearing  at  the  board  ? — I  cannot  call  to  mind  a 
single  instance. 

10870.  Arethcreany  other  guardians  Avho  may  know  of  it  ?— I  cannot  answer 
for  other  guardians  ;   I  only  speak  from  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

10871.  You  have  said  before  this  Committee  that  Mr.  Biggs  is  the  agent  of 
Mr.  Turner? — That  I  believed  him  to  be  so. 

10872.  What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  that  Mr.  Biggs  is  the  agent  of 
Mr.  Turner? — My  idea  is  that  Mr.  Biggs  has  supplied  information  upon  parish 
matters  to  ]\Ir.  Turner. 

10873.  Has  he  received  any  compensation  for  the  information  he  has  given  to 
Mr.  Turner  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that. 

10874.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  he  has? — I  know  nothing  about 
that. 

10875.  But  does  not  an  agent  generally  receive  remuneration  for  his  services? 
— Not  always  ;  for  instance,  when  you  wished  me  to  take  upon  myself  the  inves- 
tigation of  those  tables  put  in  the  other  day,  I  should  not  have  looked  to  a  remu- 
neration for  my  services,  but  I  should  still  have  been  the  agent  of  the  Committee. 

10876.  And  you  would  have  been  properly  styled,  you  think,  if  you  had  been 
stated  to  be  the  agent  of  the  Committee  to  obtain  this  information? — I  should 
de  facto  have  been  the  agent  of  the  Committee  for  the  special  purpose. 

10877.  You  have  since  said  that  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Biggs  has 
conveyed  information  to  Mr.  Turner  ? — The  men  themselves  have  told  me  so  ; 
various  men  in  the  place  that  he  has  communicated  with  ;  they  have  told  me  that 
they  did  not  ever  communicate  with  Mr.  Turner,  but  with  Mr.  Biggs  solely. 

10878.  Who  have  told  you  that  they  have  communicated  with  Mr.  Biggs?-  • 
Several  people. 

io87().  Will  you  mention  their  names? — I  cannot  at  this  moment  mention 
particular  names. 

10880.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  Mr.  Biggs  has  conveyed  any  false  informa- 
tion either  to  Mr.  Turner  or  to  any  other  individuals  ? — Having  noticed  inaccuracies 
in  the  tabular  statements  put  in,  I  think  that  wrong  information  has  been 
conveyed. 

10881.  Do  you  suppose  that  that  information  has  been  obtained  from  Mr. 
Biggs? — I  know  of  no  other  way,  hardly,  of  obtaining  it,  except  by  the  person 
mentioned  there. 

10882.  Do  you  know  whether  the  persons  resident  in  the  parish  have  been 
visited  by  Mr.  Turner  and  Mr.  Crabtree  ? — I  understand  that  they  have  but 
allow  me  time,  and  I  could  mention  many  parties  with  whom  Mr.  Biggs  has 
communicated,  but  I  would  not  wish  to  commit  myself  by  naming  persons  oti- 
hand. 

10883.  If  Mr.  Biggs  had  the  parish  books  he  would  have  an  oppoitunily  of 
giving  correct  information,  would  he  not  ? — As  far  as  parish  matters  went. 

10884.  Then  was  he  not  a  very  proper  person  for  Mr.  Turner  to  apply  to  when 
he  went  down  to  Ampthill  to  obtain  information? — I  did  not  say  that  he  was  an 
improper  person. 

10885.  What  did  you  intend  the  Committee  to  understand  or  infer  when  you 
said  that  Mr.  Biggs  was  the  agent  of  Mr.  Turner? — Plainly  tliat  the  farmers 
were  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Biggs  for  havins:  furnished   the   information  to   Mr. 

00  O 

Turner. 

10886.  Are  the  farmers  indisposed  to  have  information  conveyed  to  this  Committee 
of  facts  as  to  the  earnings  of  the  poor  ? — The  farmers  think  that  there  have  been  a 
great  many  mis-statements  about  them,  and  that  ii  arises  from  the  statements  made 
in  that  way. 

10S87.  Have  you  not  it  in  your  power  to  correct  those  statements? — I  had 
hoped  that  I  should  have  had,  but  I  have  been  cut  oft"  from  the  means. 

10888.  What  has  cut  you  oif  from  the  means? — The  excitement  among  the 
people,  and  their  unwillingness  to  disclose  their  earnings. 

10889.  You  have  stated  that  difticulties  have  been  thrown  in   your  way,  and 
405.  B  '  that 
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G.  Pearse,  Esq.     that  you  have  been  insulted  ? — Yes ;  oflensive  expressions  have  been  used  towards 

. —       me,  and  there  has  been  also  an  unwillingness  to  communicate. 

18  May  1838.  10890.  Had  you  any  more  difficulties  on  Tuesday  tiian  you  had  on  Saturday 

when  the  relieving  officer  accompanied  you  in  obtaining  this  information  ? — Many 

more. 

10891.  What  were  they  ? — That  the  people  were  more  silent  as  to  their  earn- 
ings, and  less  willing  to  disclose  them  ;  and  their  treatment  of  me  was  most 
offensive. 

10892.  In  what  way  was  it  offensive,  different  from  what  you  have  stated  ? — I 
cannot  call  to  mind  every  offensive  expression  that  was  used,  but  in  many  of  their 
houses  I  met  with  scornful  offensive  treatment. 

10893.  Do  you  believe  that  it  is  possible  to  get  correct  information  in  the 
parish  of  Westoning  as  to  the  earnings  or  incomes  of  the  labouring  families  in 
1837? — I  do  not  think  it  possible,  and  I  will  give  you  one  instance  of  it;  one 
woman  I  spoke  to  said,  "  I  never  tell  my  earnings,  even  to  my  husband,"  and  you 
cannot  reach  the  resources  of  the  poor. 

10894.  There  are  employers  as  well  as  employed,  are  there  not? — There  are 
employers  of  day  labourers. 

1089.5.  Do  not  the  working  men,  all  of  them,  and  the  families  too,  work  for 
wages  ? — Yes. 

10S9G.  Then  some  person  employs  them  and  pays  them  those  wages,  does  there 
not? — Certainly;  but  I  speak  of  the  earnings  of  the  family. 

10807.  I  am  aware  of  that;  but  have  you  not  also  said  that  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  getting  correct  information  upon  that  subject? — I  do  not  think  you  can 
reach  the  earnings  of  the  women  and  the  children  at  straw-plait. 

1 0898.  Have  you  not  given  the  earnings  of  the  family  of  Odell  ? — I  have  given 
her  statement. 

10899.  ^^  yo^  believe  that  to  be  true  or  not  true? — I  believe  that  the  earnings 
are  greater  than  she  stated,  comparing  that  with  a  scale  of  earnings  which  I  think 
I  put  in  evidence. 

10900.  The  family  of  Odell  derive  their  income  principally  from  straw-plaiting, 
do  they  not  ? — I  do  not  know  that,  I  should  say,  principally ;  I  do  not  know  what 
proportion  the  man's  wages  may  bear  to  the  earnings  of  the  family ;  I  put  the 
account  in  in  evidence. 

loyoi.  Will  you  refer  to  your  evidence? — The  man's  wages  being  8*.,  and  the 
earnings  of  the  family  being  11a".  7hd;  the  latter,  of  course,  would  be  tiie  larger 
sum. 

10902.  You  do  believe  that  the  information  that  the  wife  of  Odell  gave  you 
was  correct  ? — I  think  the  earnings  of  the  wife  and  daughter,  which  were  blended, 
were  greater  than  she  stated,  but,  I  presume,  she  gave  me  the  average  of  the  year, 
taking  one  season  with  another  ;  at  the  present  season  plait  is  very  high ;  in  the 
winter  time  it  is  very  low  in  price  generally. 

1 0903.  Is  it  higher  now  than  it  was  three  months  ago  ? — I  believe  it  is. 

10904.  How  much  is  it  higher? — I  cannot  say. 

1090.5.  When  you  came  up  to  speak  of  the  earnings  of  persons  employed  in  a 
certain  branch  of  business,  should  you  not  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain  what 
the  prices  were  at  the  time  they  were  given  to  Mr.  Turner,  and  at  the  time  the 
wife  stated  them  to  you? — I  do  not  think  I  was  bound  to  give  that  evidence  ;  I  am 
not  in  the  straw-plait  line. 

10906.  Did  vou  not  come  as  a  volunteer  to  state  the  earnings  of  Odells  family  ? 
— I  was  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  and  I  gave  evidence  of  the  earnings  of  the 
family. 

10Q07.  Did  you  receive  a  summons? — I  was  called  here  to  speak  to  the  parish 
of  Westoning. 

10908.  Do  you  remember,  that  when  Mr.  Marshall  was  going  through  his 
evidence,  you  were  called  into  the  chair,  as  being  more  capable  of  speaking  as 
to  the  earnings  of  Odell's  family  than  Mr.  Marshall  ? — Exactly  so. 

10Q09.  And  you  volunteered  yourself  as  a  witness  at  the  call  of  the  Chairman, 
in  order  that  you  miijht  grive  more  information  than  Mr.  Marshall  could  do  of  the 
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earnings  of  Odell's  family  ? — I  was  called  upon  to  state  the  earnmgs ;  1  am  not 
aware  that  I  volunteered  the  evidence. 

10910.  Did  you  come  to  London  for  the  purpose  of  giving  that  information  ? — 
I  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  with  respectto  parties  inWestoning, 
whose  cases  had  been  under  consideration,  to  which  I  could  speak. 

10911.  When 
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1091 1 .  When  were  you  summoned  ? — It  was  before  Easter;  I  was  called  up  ;  I  G.  Pearse,  Esq. 
was  not  formally  summoned.  " 

10912.  Have  you  not  been    formally    summoned    on  any  occasion? — I    was  ^    .1371838. 
yesterday,  but  I  was  not  before  ;  I  received  a  letter,  wliich  induced  me  to  come 

up,  and  wliich  I  understood  was  tantamount  to  a  summons. 

10013.  Whom  did  you  receive  a  letter  from,  requesting  you  to  come  up  ? — From 
INIr.  Adey,  the  Assistant-commissioner. 

10914.  What  did  Mr.  Adey  wish  you  to  come  up  for? — To  speak  to  the  former 
state  of  Westoning,  before  the  new  law  came  into  force. 

lOQi.'^.  And  you  had  prepared  yourself  with  an  account  of  the  earnings  of  Odell's 
wife  and  children,  in  order  tliatyou  might  lay  it  before  the  Committee  1 — I  heard 
statements  made  of  certain  families  in  Westoning,  and,  living  near,  I  obtained  what 
information  I  could  upon  the  cases. 

i09i(t.  And  you  went  to  Odells  wife,  and  obtained  the  information  from  her 
which  you  stated  to  this  Committee  ? — I  did. 

10917.  Did  you  take  down  what  Odell's  wife  said,  in  her  presence? — Yes. 

10918.  And  read  it  to  her,  and  she  confirmed  it? — Yes. 

logiq.  Did  she  state  that  she  and  her  family  could  earn  that  sum  week  by 
week  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year? — She  gave  me  that  as  the  state  of 
their  earnings,  and  I  understood  it  to  be  the  average  earnings. 

10920.  For  the  year? — For  the  year;  I  understood  it  to  be  the  average 
earnings  of  tiie  year. 

10921.  Did  Odell  herself  say  that  those  were  the  average  earnings  of  the  year? 
— 1  believe  she  stated  that  those  were  the  average  earnings. 

10922.  You  have  just  now  said  that  there  has  been  an  advance  in  the  price  of 
straw-plaiting  since  the  information  was  given  to  Mr.  Turner  ;  did  Mrs.  Odell 
state  to  you  that  they  could  earn  this  sum  week  by  week,  during  the  year,  at  the 
time  you  wereaskingherthe  question? — My  impression  is,  that  she  gave  that  as 
the  average  earnings  of  the  family  for  the  year. 

10923.  You  have  said  that  you  took  down  what  she  said,  and  read  it  over  to 
her  ? — As  regarded  the  earnings. 

1 0924.  Did  she  state  that  she  and  her  family  could  earn  that  sum,  week  by 
week,  during  the  year? — That  was  my  impression. 

10925.  Did  you  ask  the  question? — I  believe  I  did;  I  cannot  speak  with 
certainty ;  I  believe  she  stated  that  those  were  the  average  earnings  of  herself 
and  her  family  for  the  year. 

10926.  Are  you  quite  certain  she  stated  that  they  could  earn  that  weekly? — 
That  is  my  impression. 

10027.  Do  you  know,  at  the  price  which  they  are  now  receiving  for  straw- 
plaiting,  what  this  family  can  earn  per  week  ? — I  cannot  say,  at  the  present 
price. 

10Q2S.  If  they  could  earn  that  by  the  year,  with  the  advance  that  has  taken 
place  latterly,  they  could  now  earn  more  than  the  sum  you  have  stated  ? — Of 
course. 

10029.  Are  you  prepared  to  show  to  the  Committee  that  they  could  earn  more 
than  that  sum  weekly  which  you  have  stated  ? — No,  I  am  not  prepared  to  speak 
to  the  price  of  straw-plaiting;   I  know  nothing  about  it. 

10930.  Did  you  go  to  the  persons  employing  Odells  family  at  straw- 
plaiting? — No,  certainly  not. 

10031.  You  did,  then,  get  up  a  statement  quite  as  Joose  as  that  which  you 
have  attempted  to  represent  to  this  Committee  that  Mr.  Turner  had  got  up  ? — 
I  have  given  the  statement  of  the  woman  herself  and  her  family  ;  I  received  the 
information  from  her. 

10932.  That  they  could  earn  that  by  the  week? — I  understood  that  to  be  the 
average  earnings  of  the  family. 

10033.  H*  Mrs.  Odell  was  to  come  up  here  and  say,  that  she  had  not  told 
you  that  tliey  earned  that  week  by  week,  would  that  be  untrue  ? — I  can  only  say 
what  my  impression  was  at  the  time  that  she  was  giving  me  the  average 
earnings  ;  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  precise  words  that  were  used  upon  the 
occasion. 

10934.  When  you  went  to  Mrs.  Odell,  there  was  no  obstacle  thrown  in  your 
way  in  obtainins:  the  information  you  sought  for? — None  whatever;  she  is  a 
very  respectable  woman,  and  is  willing  to  give  information. 

I'^QSo-  And  you  believe  that  Mrs.  Odell  would  tell  the  truth,  as  to  what  her 
405.  B  2  family 
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G.  Pcarse,  Esq.     family  can  earn,  if  she  was  summoned  before   the  Committee? — So  Huctiiating-  is 

the  price  of  plait,  that  it  is  difficult  to  speak  to  the  average  earnings  of  the  family 

18  May  1838.      throughout  the  year,  but  I  believe  she  spoke  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge. 

1003b.  The  Committee  would  have  no  reason  to  doubt  Mrs.  Odell's  testimony, 
if  she  gave  it  r — Certainly  not ;   I  believe  her  to  be  u  woman  of  truth. 

10937.  Do  you  know  any  other  case  where  the  wives  and  families  are  eno-ao-ed 
in  straw-plaiting,  in  Wcstoning,  upon  whose  testimony  the  Connnittoe  mi^ht 
rely  ? — I  have  had  so  little  intercourse  with  the  families  generally  in  Westonino-, 
that  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  select  one  in  particular  ;  Benjamin  Cox  is  a  very 
respectable  man,  I  believe,  and  I  believe  his  family  to  be  respectable  ;  he  is  one 
of  the  three  men  who  have  been  mentioned. 

10038.  Would  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Cox  be  able  to  inform  the  Committee  as 
to  \vhat  they  could  earn  in  straw-plaiting? — I  know  nothing  of  Mrs.  Cox,  myself, 
excepting  having  once  seen  her,  and  received  that  statement  from  her. 

10939.  Have  you  any  other  individual  in  your  recollection  whom  you  could 
rely  upon  as  giving  correct  information  of  what  they  could  earn  at  slraw-plaitino- 
in  that  parish  ? — 1  really  have  so  little  acquaintance  with  the  poor  generally  in 
Westoning,  that  I  cannot  recommend  any  particular  family  besides;  I  visited 
those  two  families. 

10940.  Are  there  only  two  men  that  you  can  select,  out  of  a  population  of 
600,  in  that  parish,  whom  we  might  rely  on  for  correct  information  ? — To  give  a 
statement  of  the  family  earnings  I  do  not  know  whom  to  recommend. 

10941.  Is  it  such  a  difficult  thing  to  tell  what  they  can  obtain  at  this  straw- 
plaiting? — Very,  indeed. 

10942.  Why  ? — They  are  very  unwilling  to  tell  what  they  can  earn. 

10943.  Why  are  they  unwilling  to  tell  what  they  can  earn? — Because  I  think 
that  the  men  would,  in  many  instances,  be  induced  to  sper)d  more  of  their 
earnings  than  they  do,  and  to  rely  more  upon  the  women  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  house,  and  so  on. 

10944.  Then  you  think  there  is  a  great  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  labour- 
ing people  of  Bedfordshire  to  tell  the  truth  as  to  the  amount  of  their  income 
from  straw-plaiting? — I  have  always  found  it  a  most  difficult  thing  to  reach  the 
earnings  of  a  family  in  straw-plaiting. 

10945.  Do  you  know  any  who  give  out  this  straw-plaiting  in  Westoning  ? — 
I  do  not  know  much  about  it  in  Westoning;  it  is  the  common  occupation  of  the 
people  there. 

10946.  Who  gives  out  the  straw-plaiting  to  be  worked  ? — They  buy  the  straw, 
and  make  it  themselves  into  the  sort  of  plait  that  the  persons  who  buy  it  of  them 
desire  ;  there  are  different  sorts  of  plait. 

10947.  Could  the  buyers  of  this  straw-plait  give  information  as  to  what  those 
children  can  obtain  ?-  1  should  not  like  to  take  the  statement  of  the  factor,  because 
he  would  take  it  as  against  the  poor ;  many  large  plait-buyers  buy  of  travelling 
factors,  who  collect  it  from  the  poor ;  but,  of  course,  there  is  a  second  profit  in 
that  case,  and  if  he  were  to  speak  to  the  earnings  of  the  family,  he  would  give  it 
at  a  higher  rate  tlian  would  be  just. 

10948.  The  family  of  Odell,  it  has  been  stated  in  this  Committee,  are  excellent 
straw-plaiters ;  do  you  believe  that  to  be  true? — I  have  not  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining that;   I  have  heard  that  they  are  very  industrious. 

10949.  And  that  they  are  expert  at  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged  ? — I 
should  not  think  them  remarkably  expert,  judging  from  the  earnings  they  have 
given  me  ;  but  I  think  they  earn  more  than  they  have  given  an  account  of. 

10950.  Are  there  other  families  who  can  earn  more  than  the  amount  stated  by 
Mrs.  Odell  to  you  ? — I  think  so ;  I  have  before  said  that  I  have  not  much 
acquaintance  with  the  families  in  Westoning ;  in  my  own  parish,  I  know  some- 
thing of  the  people,  and  I  can  mention  the  case  of  several  there  who  earn 
considerably  at  the  straw-plait. 

1 095 1 .  Do  you  know  the  most  that  any  young  woman  can  earn  at  straw- 
plaiting  in  the  district  where  you  reside  ? — Yes  ;  not  far  from  me,  I  heard  an 
instance  of  a  young  woman  (a  factor  told  me,  and  he  said  he  was  present  at 
the  time  of  jiayment)  earning  IG*-.  2(1.  for  her  week's  work;  I  received  the 
statement  from  the  plait-dealer. 

10952.  For  one  week? — For  one  week  ;  that,  of  course,  is  not  an  average  ;  it  is 
mentioned  as  a  very  remarkable  instance ;  but  I  imagine  the  average  earnings  of 
young  women  to  be  from  5  s.  to   7  s.  a.  week.     To  show  you  the  difficulty  in 


reaching 
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reacliing  the  earnings  of  young  persons,    I  called  upon   a  plait-dealer  iu   Tod-      G.  Pr-nrse,  Esq. 

dington  parish,  which  is  two  miles  from  Westouing,  and  I  was  asking  information       

of  the  factor  ;  the  factor's  wife  came  in,  and  she  gave  me  certain  information,  but  "'^J'  '°3^- 

I  found  it  was  erroneous ;  and  at  last  she  turned  upon  me  and  said,  "  Do 
you  think  I  will  give  you  the  earnings  of  our  girls?"  showing  that  all  she  told  me 
before  could  not  be  relied  upon. 

109,53.  But,  in  this  one  case,  you  had  it  represented  to  you  that  a  plaiter  could 
earn  16. y.  a  week? — I  heard  it  represented  that  she  earned  as  much  as  IG.y.  2(1. 
a  week. 

10954.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  that  girl  ? — I  do  not ;  it  was  in  Hitchin- 
market  the  payment  was  made. 

]  09.5,5.  Do  you  knoAv  her  age  ? — I  cannot  say. 

109.56.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  individual  who  purchased  the  straw- 
plait? — No,  but  I  know  the  name  of  the  dealer  who  was  present  when  the  pay- 
ment was  made. 

109.57.  There  is  sufficient  work  at  straw-plaiting  in  that  part  of  the  country,  is 
there  not? — There  is  very  extensive  employment  in  that  way;  it  is  the  employ- 
ment of  the  district. 

10958.  It  has  been  said  by  the  relieving  officer  in  this  Committee,  that  the 
men  turn  to  straw-plaiting  when  they  cannot  obtain  employment  upon  the  land  ? 
— Many  do. 

10959.  And  that  they  derive  a  source  of  income  from  straw-plaiting  when 
labour  on  the  land  is  scarce  ? — No  doubt  of  it :  I  noticed  a  shepherd  the  other 
day,  one  of  the  men  mentioned  in  the  tabular  statement,  who,  at  the  same  time 
he  was  tending  his  sheep,  was  also  plaiting. 

10960.  Then  you  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  abundance  of  work  at  straw- 
plaiting  for  any  who  are  disposed  to  engage  in  it  ? — At  the  present  time  ;  but  the 
trade  is  very  flat  in  the  winter,  and  the  earnings  so  much  less. 

10961.  If  the  trade  is  flat  in  the  winter,  that  circumstance  would  go  to  reduce 
the  income  of  the  year,  would  it  not? — For  that  particular  time,  of  course. 

10962.  There  is  also  a  winter  in  the  year,  is  there  not  ? — Yes ;  but  the  average 
would  not  be  struck  upon  one  season. 

10963.  Have  not  you  spoken  of  the  average  earnings  of  Odcll's  family  for  the 
year?  —I  have,  what  I  believe  to  be  the  average  earnings. 

10964.  In  that  average  there  would  be  a  winter? — Of  course. 

10965.  Would  there  be  a  scarcity  of  employment,  or  a  difficulty  of  obtaining 
it,  in  the  winter  ? — It  is  not  always  so  easy  to  get  rid  of  the  plait ;  there  is  not 
always  the  same  facility  of  disposing  of  it  at  one  season  as  at  another. 

1 0966.  Is  there  any  difficulty,  on  any  occasion,  which  might  reduce  the  earnings 
of  the  year,  as  compared  with  any  particular  week  in  the  year  ? — Inasmuch  as 
there  are  fluctuations,  and  many  people  have  to  depend  upon  their  work  in  the 
winter  time,  they  would  be  so  much  worse  oft"  in  the  winter. 

10067.  M  ould  their  earnings  be  reduced  from  their  being  worse  ofl",  or  would 
their  being  worse  oft'  arise  from  their  earnings  being  reduced  ? — I'rom  their 
earnings  being  reduced. 

10968.  That  would  reduce  the  average  earnings  of  the  year? — We  must  take 
the  earninos  of  the  four  seasons. 

10969.  If,  in  one  of  the  four  seasons,  they  cannot  obtain  work,  or  cannot  sell 
their  plait,  would  not  that  reduce  the  average,  taking  the  four  seasons  together, 
at  the  end  of  the  year? — Many  who  can  aftord  to  wait  for  the  sale  of  their  plait, 
and  can  stand  over,  will  wait  for  a  more  favourable  market. 

10970.  Then  there  is  always  work  to  be  obtained  ;  do  you  wish  the  Committee 
to  infer  that,  in  straw-plaiting? — There  are  always  earnings  to  be  obtained  at 
straw-plaiting. 

1  0971.  Alwaj's  a  sufficiency  of  work  ? — Yes  ;  at  a  price  greater  or  less. 

10972.  You  have  stated  an  instance  of  one  individual  who  can  get  \Qs.  2d.  a 
week  ? — As  a  remarkable  instance. 

10973.  If  one  individual  could  obtain  16. v.  2d.  a  week,  what  would  be  the  fair 
average  earnings  of  the  ordinary  straw-plaiters  ? — I  have  understood  from  oa'.  to 
"  s.,   varying  according  to  their  skill. 

10974.  They  can  get  that,  taking  the  average  of  the  year  round  ?  —  I  should 
think  so  ;  youno-  women  from  IG  to  20. 

10975.  Are  you  aware   that  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  cause  the  families 
405.  B  3  of 
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C.  Pearsc,  Esq.     of  those  resilient  in  tlic  Anipthill  Union  to  go  to  factories  in  the  north  I — I  cannot 

speak   to   the  practice  in   the  Amjithill   Union;   I   have  nothint;  to  do  with  the 

18  May  1838.     Ampthill  Union  ;  I  am  not  a  gOartlian  there. 

1097(1.  Have  any  attempts  been  made  to  get  any  individuals  from  the  Woburn 
Union  to  the  factories  in  the  north  ? — Certainly ;  and  we  have  engaged  certain 
families  to  migrate,  and  we  have  given  assistance  towards  that  object. 

10977.  Have  representations  been  made  to  those  families  that  they  would  obtain 
higher  wages  in  the  north  than  they  could  in  the  south  ? — We  have  never  sent  a 
family  without  having  obtained  an  engagement  with  them  at  stated  wap-es. 

10978.  And  do  those  wages  exceed  vvhatstraw-plaiters  you  say  can  earn,  viz. 
6.V.  or  7  .y.  a  week? — In  some  instances  they  do,  and  many  years  ago  straw- 
plaiting  was  not  so  good. 

10979.  Will  you  mention  one  instance  where  the  wages  have  been  represented 
to  be  higher  than  5  .v.  or  7  5.  a  week,  for  girls  of  16? — I  am  speaking  of  younger 
children  ;  they  could  get  larger  earnings,  and  also  the  man  ;  an  engagement  could 
be  got  for  him  for  12*.  a  week,  when  he  was  receiving  only  ds.  in  Bedfordshire. 

10980.  Have  you  any  cases  in  which  it  has  been  represented  to  you  that  those 
going  from  Woburn  to  the  north  could  obtain  12*.  a  week? — 1  remember  an  in- 
stance that  a  man  told  me  in  which  he  got  12*.,  and  was  doing  very  well  till  the 
mills  stopped,  and  many  men  came  home  at  that  time,  and  we  have  never  since 
encouraged  their  migrating;  we  have  discouraged  it,  in  fact. 

10981.  You  think  they  would  be  much  better  at  home? — I  think  so  ;  I  have 
seen  so  much  misery  attending  it;  and  .several  individuals  have  returned  whom  we 
had  assisted  to  migrate. 

10982.  You  think  the  system  of  promoting  migration  should  be  abandoned? — 
I  do  not  approve  of  it,  speaking  individually. 

101)83.  Will  you  mention  the  name  of  the  man  who  told  you  he  got  12  *.  a  week 
in  the  north  '? — Samuel  Chance  ;  I  think  he  told  me  12  *. 

10984.  Where  did  he  go  to  in  the  north  ? — I  really  cannot  say  precisely, 
at  this  moment. 

10985.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  family  which  he  had  with  him? — ■! 
cannot  say  ;  he  had  a  wife  and  several  young  children  ;  and  he  informed  me  that 
he  was  doing  exceedingly  well,  much  better  than  he  could  do  in  Bedfordshire, 
till  there  came  this  cessation  of  work. 

10086.  Had  you  any  thing  whatever  to  do  in  promoting  his  going  from  the 
Woburn  Union  to  the  north? — I  assisted  in  the  subscription  for  the  purpose; 
some  assistance  was  given  by  the  board,  but  it  was  done  more  by  private 
subscription. 

10()S7.  I^'d  you  see  the  engagement  that  was  entered  into,  and  the  sum  that  he 
was  to  receive  in  his  employment  in  the  north  ? — I  did. 

10988.  Can  you  lay  before  this  Committee  that  ca.se? — I  might  be  able,  upon 
referring  to  the  papers  in  the  board-room  at  Woburn  ;   I  believe  I  could. 

10989.  All  the  facts  are  stated  in  the  written  documents  which  you  possess  in 
the  Woburn  Union  ? — It  was  a  printed  form,  signed  by  the  manufacturer  to  whom 
the  family  was  sent. 

1 0990.  Did  the  manufacturer  apply  for  this  family  ? — I  understand  that  the 
Commissioners  have  an  agent  in  the  north,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  migration  of  families. 

10991.  Did  some  correspondence  pass  between  the  board  of  guardians  and  the 
migration  agent  in  this  case  r — Certainly ;  not  only  with  respect  to  this,  but  other 
families  who  migrated. 

10992.  And  you  have  the  correspondence  which  passed  with  the  Woburn 
Union  ? — I  believe  so. 

10993.  'Ihe  correspondence  in  the  cases  of  Chance  and  others  you  can  furnish 
to  the  Committee? — ^1  think  it  could  be  obtained. 

10994.  W'xW  you  lay  that  correspondence,  and  the  facts  regarding  all  the  cases 
of  migration  from  the  Woburn  Union,  before  this  Committee? — The  best  infor- 
mation that  can  be  obtained  shall  be  supplied  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

10995.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  families  that  have  gone  from  the  Woburn 
Union  ? — I  cannot  call  to  mind  precisely,  but  I  dare  say  six  or  seven  ;  but  I 
could  give  accurate  information  as  to  that. 

idoyr).  The  family  of  Chance,  you  have  said,  have  returned  from  the  north  to 
the  Woburn  Union  ? — They  have  returned,  in  great  wretchedness. 

10997.  Have 
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10997.  Have  you  seen  them  since  their  return  ? — Several  times,  I  saw  them  G.  Pearse,  Esq. 
when  returning.                                                            .  

10998.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  them   as   lo   the  suflferings  they  18  May  1838. 
had  to  endure  in  the  north? — I  had  conversation  with  him  upon  many  matters 

connected  with  his  situation  tliere. 

10999.  Can  you  state  any  thing  that  you  have  heard  mentioned  by  Chance 
since  his  return  to  the  Woburn  Union,  as  to  his  migration  ? — I  cannot  call  to 
mind  any  particular  circumstance. 

11000.  Cliairmau.~\  State  your  general  impression? — That  when  he  first  went 
there  he  got  into  employment  himself,  and  that  it  was  advantageous  employment; 
and  that  he  also  had  employment  for  all  his  family  ;  his  children  werfe  all  put  to 
school,  and  were  clothed,  and  were  altogether  better  off  when  they  first  went,  till 
there  came  this  stoppage,  and  then  they  and  many  other  families  came  home  in 
misery  ;  and  the  opinion  was  formed,  upon  seeing  how  transient  the  advantage 
was,  that  it  was  better  not  to  encourage  migration ;  we  therefore  have  dis- 
couraged it. 

11001.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Was  Chance's  family  employed  in  straw-plaiting  before 
they  went  to  the  north  ? — I  dare  say  they  were  ;  it  is  the  employment  of  the 
people  generally  ;  but  that  man's  wife  is  a  very  bad  manager ;  she  is  a  very  weak 
woman  in  intellect,  and  brings  up  her  family  in  indolence, 

1 1002.  You  got  an  engagement  for  this  family  to  go  into  the  north  ? — I  did. 

1 1003.  Did  you  think  it  was  doing  right  with  the  family  of  Chance,  to  send  him 
away  from  the  Woburn  Union,  with  a  wife  who  had  weak  intellect  ? — She  was 
not  so  weak  but  that  she  could  attend  to  the  domestic  concerns  of  her  family  ; 
she  was  a  very  bad  manager;  I  do  not  mean  to  give  you  an  idea  of  an  idiot. 

11004.  If  she  could  understand  the  domestic  management  of  her  house  in  the 
north,  she  could  do  so  in  Bedfordshire? — Yes. 

11005.  What  prevented  the  family  from  earning  as  much  in  straw-plaiting  as 
in  the  factories  ? — Because  she  preferred  taking  her  children  out  to  break  hedges 
and  plunder,  to  keeping  them  to  their  work. 

1 1006.  How  many  children  had  they? — Five  or  si.x,  I  cannot  say  precisely. 

11007.  1^0  yo**  know  what  the  ages  of  the  children  were  ? — I  cannot  say  off- 
hand, Iwill  give  every  particular. 

11008.  Have  any  other  families,  besides  the  family  of  Chance,  returned  into 
the  Woburn  Union? — Yes. 

1 1009.  What  others? — I  cannot  name  all ;  but  a  family  of  the  name  of  Odell 
returned,  and  have  been  received  into  the  workhouse,  and  have  remained  there 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  two  children,  who  have  been  placed  out  in 
service  from  the  workhouse;  the  mother  now  is  the  nurse  of  the  establishment. 

11010.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  they  returned;  how  long  has  she  been 
in  the  workhouse  ? — She  was  a  widow,  with  four  or  five  girls,  and  she  is  now  the 
nurse  in  the  establishment ;  and,  since  the  family  have  been  in  the  workhouse,  we 
have  got  situations  for  one  or  two  of  the  girls ;  I  am  not  sure  whether  one  or  two, 
but  one  certainly,  and  I  believe  another  has  been  placed  out  lately. 

11011.  Mr.  Fielden.]  This  Odell  was  a  widow,  with  some  children  ? — Yes. 
1  1012.  An  engagement  was  made  for  her? — Yes. 

11013.  Do  you  know  where  that  woman  went  to  ? — I  think  to  Derby ;  I  can 
give  accurate  information  as  to  that. 

1 1 014.  Has  she  ever  assigned  any  reason  to  you  for  her  return  ? — That  she  did 
not  do  well  with  her  family  there;  but  I  remember  we  sent  relief  to  her  when 
there  ;  we  did  it  two  or  three  times  ;  but  her  employer  said  that  she  did  not  use 
due  e.vertion  ;  that  her  family  were  not  industrious. 

11015.  H'lS  she  stated  that  herself  since  her  return  ?  —No,  I  am  not  aware  that 
she  has. 

iioi(i.  How  many  families,  within  your  knowledge,  have  gone  from  the 
Woburn  Union  to  the  manufacturing  districts  ? — I  really  cannot  charge  my 
memory ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  you  shall  have  accurate  information  as  to  that. 

1 1017.  How  many  have  returned  ? — That  I  cannot  speak  to  ;  three  I  know  of, 
but  I  cannot  tell  the  precise  number. 

11018.  You  do  not  know  how  many  remain  in  the  north,  who  went  from  the 
"NA  oburn  Union  to  the  factories  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  I  can  call  to  mind  a  fourth 
family  who  have  returned,  and  are  now  in  the  workhouse. 

11019.  Were  all  those  four  families  engaged  in  straw-plaiting  before  they  went 
405*  B  4  to 
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G.  Pearsc,  Esq.     to  tliL-  factories  of  the  noitli  ? — Xo,   I   believe  not;  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Odell,  I 

think  her  daughters  were  brought  up  to  lace-niaking. 

18  May  1838.  11020.  Can  they  earn  as  much  at  lace-making-  as  at  straw-plaiting? — Cer- 

tainly not. 

iioji.  yiv.  LiildclL]  Did  all  those  families  migrate  under  the  direction  of  the 
migration  agent? — I  cannot  say  positively,  I  rather  think  one  did  not,  from  Tod- 
dington  ;  but  that  assistance  was  given  to  enable  them  to  go,  the  man  having  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  go  ;  and  one  or  two  wisihcd  to  join  that  family;  there,  1  think, 
the  board  gave  some  assistance. 

1102J.  i\Ir.  Fieldrii.']  But  you  can  give  the  Connnittee  a  return  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  families  when  they  left  the  W'oburn  Union  ;  whom  they  were  en- 
gaged by  ;  whom  thcj'  went  to  ;  how  many  remained  at  the  factories,  and  how 
many  have  returned  ;  can  you  furnish  that  information  ? — I  will  give  the  Com- 
mittee the  best  information  that  I  can  in  the  case. 

1 1023.  And  the  contracts  that  were  made  between  the  officers  of  the  Woburn 
Union  and  the  masters  of  the  factories  in  the  north  ?  —  In  those  cases  in  which  it 
can  be  obtained ;  I  mentioned  that  all  those  migrations  did  not  take  place  with  the 
assistance  and  sanction  of  the  board  ;  in  some  cases  it  was  a  private  speculation 
of  the  parties  themselves. 

1 1024.  Of  all  that  did  take  i)lace  under  the  inspection  or  with  the  sanction  of 
the  board,  can  you  furnish  the  returns  I  have  asked  for?  —  I  think  I  can. 

11025.  •''^"d  the  wages  they  were  making,  if  any  statement  was  made,  before 
they  left  the  Woburn  Union,  and  the  wages  they  were  engaged  on  in  tiie  north  ? 
— I  beg  your  pardon ;  the  inducement  to  the  men  to  migrate  would  be,  that  the 
man  was  out  of  employment  at  the  time. 

1102G.  Can  you  furnish  all  the  correspondence  between  the  migration  agent 
and  the  Woburn  Union,  and  the  engagements  that  have  been  entered  into  to 
receive  those  families  in  the  north  ? — I  will  supply  the  fullest  information  I  can 
in  those  cases. 

11027.  You  will  supply  all  the  information  possessed  with  regard  to  those 
families  by  the  board  of  the  Woburn  Union? — As  far  as  it  can  be. 

11028.  As  far  as  you  have  any  written  documents  on  the  subject? — 
Certainly. 

1102().  "Sh.  L'uhkll.']  Were  any  contracts  entered  into  between  the  mioration 
agent  and  the  master  manufacturer  ? — Yes  ;  the  agent  of  the  Commissioners  in  the 
north,  Mr.  ]\Iuggeridge,  made  the  engagements  «ith  the  different  parties. 

1 1030.  Have  tlie  board  of  guardians  ever,  of  themselves,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  migration  agent,  entered  into  contracts  with  the  manufacturers  ? — I 
think  not,  directly. 

11031.  But  always  through  the  intervention  of  the  migration  agent? — I  think 
so  ;  1  do  not  knoAv  an  instance  to  the  contrary,  except  where  parties  have 
volunteered  going. 

11032.  Have  you  heard  any  instances  in  which  parties  have  made  contracts 
with  the  manufacturers  in  the  north,  before  going  ? — I  am  not  aware  ;  I  remember 
the  woman,  Chance,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Chance,  after  they  had  been  removed  into 
the  north,  came  home  ;  and  she  came  to  beat  up  for  recruits,  young  children,  to 
take  some  back  to  assist  in  the  factory  ;  but  her  character  was  so  well  known 
as  a  bad  manager,  that  nobody  would  entrust  their  children  to  her ;  I  remember 
putting  the  question  to  her,   "  Have  you  not  come  to  beat  up  for  recruits?" 

11033.  Have  the  contracts  been  always  complied  with,  as  far  as  you  know? — 
I  believe  not,  in  the  particular  case  I  mention,  of  Chance  ;  they  stayed  but  a  short 
time  with  their  first  employer  ;  and  I  understood,  from  the  man  himself,  that  the 
contract  was  not  performed  towards  him,  and  that  they  changed  their  master 
shortly  after  his  arrival. 

11034.  Have  parties  any  remedy  for  breach  of  contract  in  those  cases ;  lam 
not  aware ;  that  is  a  legal  question. 

1 103.5.  Where  a  contract  has  been  entered  into,  through  the  intervention  of  the 
authorized  agent,  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Poor  Law,  are  you 
aware  or  not  whether  they  have  any  claim  to  compensation  for  a  breach  of  con- 
tract ? — I  cannot  say. 

1 1036.  Do  not  you  think  it  ought  to  be  so  ? — I  deprecate  the  migration  system 
so  much,  that  I  can  .say  nothing  more  upon  that  subject. 

11037.  Mr.  Hodges.']  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  any  parish  in  that 
union, upon  the  return  of  any  persons  who  have  gone,  under  contract,  upon  receiving 

a  poor 
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a  poor  person  back  again,  has  made  inquiry  as  to  the  charge  brought  by  the     G.  Pearse,  Esq. 

returning  individual  of  breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  master,  or  has  taken 

it  merely  upon    the  statement  of  the   party  themselves? — I   do   not   in  either      18  May  1838. 
case. 

11038.  Mr.  Liddell.]  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  code  of  rules  which  are 
instituted  by  manufacturers  for  the  regulation  of  their  labourers? — I  am  not 
aware. 

1 1039.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  master  manufacturer  has  the  means,  if  he 
pleases,  of  alleging  some  infringement  upon  this  code  of  rules,  that  tlie  labourer 
had  never  heard  of  before  he  went  to  the  mill,  and,  in  consequence  of  such  alleged 
infringement,  he  may  discharge  him,  without  the  possibility  of  his  obtaining  any 
remedy  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  of  such  a  circumstance. 

11040.  Mr.  Fieldcn.]  On  a  former  day  you  gave  the  Committee  an  account  of 
the  price  that  was  paid  for  bean  setting  by  the  great ;  can  you  give  the  price  that 
was  paid  for  threshing  in  1834  and  in  1837  r — That  always  varies  according  to 
the  crop,  and  according  to  the  season,  and  the  way  in  which  the  corn  is  housed  ; 
if  it  is  in  a  damp  state,  it  will  thresh  so  much  worse,  and  so  much  more  will  be 
paid ;  but  when  the  corn  yields  more,  a  low  price  will  be  a  better  remuneration 
than  a  high  price  when  it  yields  badly. 

11041.  Can  you  state  the  price  in  1834  and  in  1837,  without  any  reference  to 
the  yield  .? — That  varies  very  much  ;  at  this  moment  there  is,  perhaps,  a  variation 
of  6  d.  a  load  in  adjoining  parishes. 

11042.  Would  tliat  not  be  so  in  1834,  as  well  as  in  1837  ?— Very  likely, 
according  to  the  way  in  which  the  corn  is  housed  in  the  different  cases. 

1  1043.  What  is  the  price  paid  for  threshing  now  ? — I  hear  of  farmers  giving 
1*.  6r/.,  and  1*.  10^.  and  2s.  a  load,  of  five  bushels;  besides  that,  they  get  some 
shillings  a  week,  by  tying  up  stmw  ;  1  j,  a  load  is  the  general  rule,  in  addition 
to  what  they  earn  threshing. 

11044.  Eightecn-pence  and  1*.  \0d.  and  2s.  are  now  the  prices  that  you  hear 
are  paid? — Yes;  I  know  of  one  farmer  who  is  paying  \s.()d.;  I  know  others 
who  arc  paying  2  j.;  it  will  vary  according  to  the  way  in  which  the  crop  is 
housed. 

11045.  Is  the  number  of  farmers  greater  who  pay  2*.  than  of  those  who 
pay  1*.  Qd.  ? — I  cannot  say. 

11046.  ^Ir.  Lidde/l.]  Are  not  threshing  machines  generally  employed  ? — Not 
generally  in  Bcdfordsliire  ;  it  is  rather  an  exception  where  one  is  employed, 

1 1047.  Ml'*  i^Iodges.]  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  the  same  price  is 
given  uniformly  in  the  union  for  corn  similarly  got  in,  or  does  one  farmer  give 
more  for  the  same  quality  of  corn  in  one  parish  than  farmers  give  in  the  adjoining 
parishes? — Farmers  will  not  be  all  agreed  as  to  the  quality  of  the  corn. 

1 1 048.  But,  as  a  country  gentleman  and  a  farmer,  can  you  say  whether  corn 
which  is  threshed  in  the  parish  of  A.  will  be  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  as  corn  of 
the  same  quality  threshed  in  the  parish  of  B.  ? — There  is  a  variation,  and,  without 
its  being  conventional,  one  man  will  make  a  more  grinding  bargain  than  another; 
one,  in  addition  to  threshing,  would  allow  milk  or  beer,  and  some  advantage  which 
another  would  not. 

]  1049.  In  the  parish  where  a  lower  rate  of  remuneration  for  threshing  is 
given,  of  corn  of  equal  quality,  than  in  an  adjoining  parish,  are  wages  generally 
lower? — No,  I  do  not  think  that  follows. 

1  lO'jo.  Has  that  subject  attracted  your  attention,  as  chairman  of  the  board,  to 
know  whether  there  is  in  any  parish  a  uniform  depression  of  prices,  as  compared 
with  the  prices  in  the  adjoining  parish  ? — I  have  noticed  that  in  some  parishes  the 
wages  are  lower  uniformly  for  every  description  of  work. 

110.-51.  Then,  under  these  circumstances,  have  you  discovered  any  difference 
in  the  condition  of  the  people  as  compared  with  those  in  the  adjoining  parishes  ? 
— Where  the  people  are  not  so  extensively  employed,  I  think  they  are  not  in  such 
good  condition. 

11052.  Is  it  not  possible  that  when  you  use  the  word  conventional,  that  might 
be  altogether  a  parochial  object,  in  order  to  avoid  contributing  quite  so  large  a 
sura  to  the  establishment  charges  of  the  union  ? — I  do  not  think  the  parish  has 
any  thing  to  do  with  it,  taking  it  as  a  parish  object. 

11053.  That  circumstance  has  never  atti'acted  your  attention  particularly? 
—No. 

1 1054.  But  it  would  have  that  effect,  would  it  not- — It  might. 

405.  c  U055.  Mr. 
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C- Peane,  Esq.         11  (»■;.',.  Mr.  FielclcH.]  Do  you  know  the  names  of  the  farmers  who  pay  2  5. 
P  M-      8~8       *^  ^°'"^  ^'°'  ^^'•''^"''^''"o  '"  Westoning  parish? — I  cannot  speak  to  it. 
'  ^^  ^^  '  ^  ■  11056.  Chainumi.]  Do  you   pay  that  price  yourself? — I  do  ;  I  had  it  from  a 

farmer  in  Westoning,  that  he  had  paid  as  much. 

iio.-i7.  Mr.  Ficldcii.l  Do  you  know  wlio  that  farmer  was? — I  cannot  call  to 
mind  his  name  at  the  present  moment. 

1 10.58.  Who  pays  1  s.  8^.? — Mr.  Sears,  the  principal  rate-payer  in  the  parish 
of  VV'estoning;  and  Mr.  Gregory  Sole  pays  1  s.  Scl. 

11059.  \\'ho  besides? — Mr.  Sears  gives  I  s.  8  d.  a  load  for  threshing  wheat, 
1  .V.  a  load  for  tying  straw,  and  allows  milk  and  small  beer  besides  to  his  taskers 
daily  ;  this  is  Mr.  Sears'  information  to  me. 

1 1060.  Do  you  know  what  that  gentleman  paid  for  the  same  sort  of  work  in 
1834  ? — I  cannot  say,  so  much  would  depend  upon  the  season  ;  but  a  man  this 
year  and  the  last  two  years  would  earn  more  at  1  s.  G  d.  a  load  than  he  would  at 
2s.  in  previous  seasons;  some  time  between  1834  and  the  present  year,  I  paid  as 
much  as  2  .t.  6  d.,  or  nearly  3  s.  a  load. 

iioOi.  Do  you  remember  what  you  paid  yourself  in  1834? — I  cannot  say 
off-hand,  but  perhaps  not  more  than  I  do  at  present. 

1 10(12.  Mr.  Hodges.]  When  you  stated  that  the  labourers  of  the  parish,  where 
alow  rate  of  wages  was  given,  would  of  course  suffer  more  than  they  would  in 
parishes  where  the  wages  were  higher,  that  would  take  place  only  in  the  event 
of  a  less  portion  of  relief  being  given  in  that  parish  than  in  adjoining  |)arishcs,  is 
not  that  .so  ? — I  do  not  think  that  the  amount  of  relief  is  governed  by  the  amount 
of  wages,  because  it  is  what  we  set  our  face  against  at  the  board,  supplying  any 
insufficiency  of  wages. 

1  lotij.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  a  smaller  amount  of  out-door  relief  is 
given  in  those  parishes  where  the  wages  are  reduced  ? — No,  I  know  of  no  such 
distinction  ;  we  give  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  family,  taking  each  case 
upon  its  own  merits. 

11064.  You  do  not  happen  to  know  whether  in  those  parishes  there  is  any 
marked  difference  in  the  amount  of  relief  given  ? — Certainly  not,  as  a  rule. 

1 1 065.  When  you  state  that  a  lower  rate  of  wages  is,  in  some  instances,  paid  for 
threshing  and  for  other  work,  is  it  possible  that  the  labourer  can  avoid  accepting 
work  upon  those  terms,  under  the  present  system  ? — Labour  is  free  ;  the  market  is 
open  to  him  ;  he  is  not  confined  to  one  spot  or  to  one  master. 

1 1 066.  You  mean  that  the  union-house  is  open  to  him  ? — No  ;  I  mean  to  say 
that  he  may  seek  work  in  the  adjoining  district  or  parish,  if  he  cannot  get  work  in 
his  own. 

11067.  But  you  have  spoken  of  people  who  have  migrated  from  this  union; 
is  not  that  a  proof  that  there  are  more  hands  than  there  is  work  for? — Whenever 
any  encouragement  has  been  given  to  migration,  it  has  been  principally  to  Avidows 

«  with  young  children,  and  not  so  much  to  the  labouring  man  and  his  family. 

no68.  Have  you  full  occupation  for  all  your  able-bodied  labourers? — Not 
throughout  the  union  ;  only  partially  so  ;  at  certain  seasons. 

1 1069.  When  you  talk  of  labour  being  free,  and  the  market  open,  what  market 
do  you  mean  ? — I  mean,  that  if  a  man  cannot  get  work  in  his  own  parish  he  may 
go  to  other  parishes,  and,  from  the  circumstance  of  large  works  being  carried  on  in 
adjoining  parishes,  the  men  are  in  the  habit  of  seeking  for  work  there  ;  for 
instance,  of  going  to  the  railroad  ;  and  they  arc  now  lowering  a  road  near 
Dunstable. 

1 1070.  How  comes  it  that  they  are  induced  to  accept  it,  the  threshing  and  other 
work,  at  a  lower  rate  than  is  given  in  the  adjoining  parish? — I  do  not  say  they 
do ;  some  people  would  rather  accept  a  lower  rate  of  wages  at  home  than  a 
higher  rate  abroad,  for  this  reason  :  the  man  has,  perhaps,  a  piece  of  ground, 
at  which  he  works  in  the  evening,  and  he  would  lose  the  opportunity  of  working 
at  that  if  he  went  to  another  parish. 

11071.  Mr.  Langdak.']  Are  there  many  individuals  in  your  union  who  do  not 
belong  to  the  parishes,  but  who  get  work  in  the  parishes  in  which  they  reside  ? 
— Yes,  many. 

11072.  From  being  better  workmen,  they  get  work  in  those  parishes  where 
the  inferior  workmen  who  belong  to  the  parish  do  not  get  it  ? — The  distinction 
as  to  settlement,  I  think,  is  now  got  rid  of  in  a  great  degree,  as  to  the  employment 
of  people. 

11073.  Chairman.']  With  regard  to  the  admission  of  strangers  into  the  Woburn 

workhouse, 
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workhouse,  do  you  make  any  difficulty  as  to  the  admission  of  any  respectable     a.  Pearse,  Esq. 

person  who  might  wi.sh  to  see  the  workhouse  of  W'oburn? — I  have  often  mentioned       

to  the  rate-payers  that  I  should  be  glad  to  see  them  there;  but   we   .seldom   have       i8  .May  1838. 
an  application  ;  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single  apjilication  from  a  rate-payer,  as 
a  rate-payer,  desiring  to  be  admitted. 

11074.  But  if  a  stranger  were  to  come  to  Woburn,  and  to  be  curious  to  see 
the  house,  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  his  doing  so? — Certainly  not,  upon 
proper  application. 

11075.  To  whom  should  he  make  the  application  ? — To  the  master,  generally. 

11076.  Have  you  any  general  regulation  upon  the  subject?  —  I  think  you  will 
perceive,  by  the  Commissioners'  regulations,  that  there  is  no  control  put  upon 
the  master  as  to  the  admission  of  any  persons. 

1 1077.  It  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  master  to  admit  any  body  to  see  the  work- 
liou.se  ? — Yes. 

11078.  Practically,  does  the  master  throw  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
persons  seeing  the  workhou.se? — I  think  I  understood  from  Mr.  Fielden  that  he 
had  done  so  in  the  particular  instance  mentioned  some  time  ago  ;  I  think  I  un- 
derstood that  the  master  had  replied,  that  if  he  applied  to  the  resident  guardian 
admission  would  be  given. 

11079.  ^*''  yo"  be  so  good  as  to  take  into  your  hand  the  Second  Report  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  with  regard  to  the  power  that  the  ratepayers  have 
of  knowing  what  is  going  on,  and  turn  to  the  102d  page  of  that  book  ;  this  is 
an  extract  from  an  order  for  keeping  and  auditing  the  accounts  of  unions,  pub- 
lished by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  is  an  instruction  under  which  the 
other  boards  of  guardians  act;  do  you  find  a  notice  to  this  efl'ect  :  "  Notice  is 
hereby  given,  that  in  pursuance  of  an  order  made  by  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners for  England  and  Wales,  the  quarterly  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the 
union,  together  with  the  ledger,  is  deposited  in  the  board-room  in 
workhouse,  and  such  abstract  and  ledger  will  be  open  to  be  inspected,  examined 
and  copied  by  any  owner  or  rate-payer  in  the  said  union,  at  any  reasonable  hour 
of  any  day  when  the  board  is  not  sitting,  until  the  day  of 

and  on  the  last-mentioned  day  and  following  days,   the  said  accounts,   together 
with  the  accounts   of  the  several    parishes  of  the  union,   will   be   audited    by 
at  when  and  where  any  owner  or  rate-payer,  who  may 

object  to  any  matter  contained  in  the  said  several  accounts,  may  attend,  and  his 
objection  will  be  heard  ;"  is  that  regulation  one  under  which  you  are  acting  at 
Woburn  ? — It  is. 

1 1080.  Do  you  observe  in  that  regulation  a  notice  to  all  the  rate-payers  of  the 
union,  that  they  may  have  at  stated  periods  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  rate- 
books and  an  abstract  of  the  ledger,  and  may  fully  object  to  any  matter  stated  in 
the  account,  and  that  objection  will  be  heard  r — Certainly- 

1 1081.  Does  that  appear  to  you  to  be  an  adequate  provision  for  the  rate-payers 
and  inhabitants  of  the  union  ? — I  think  so. 

11082.  Turn  to  the  11th  paragraph,  contained  in  the  same  page,  in  which 
you  see  these  words,  "  And  we  do  further  order  that  the  clerk  shall,  once  in 
every  quarter  of  a  year,  within  14  days  after  the  quarterly  audit,  make  out, 
according  to  Form  No.  13,  for  each  of  the  parishes  or  places  comprised  in  the 
said  union,  a  list  of  the  paupers  who  have  received  relief  during  the  previous 
quarter,  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  said  clerk  shall  cause  the  relieving 
officers  of  the  said  union  to  affix  copies  of  such  lists  respectively  upon  (he 
principal  doors  of  the  respective  parisli  churches,  or  sucli  other  places  upon 
which  public  notices  are  usually  exhibited,  in  the  said  parishes,  or  such  other 
place  or  places  as  the  guardians  of  the  said  union  for  the  time  being  may  direct 
and  appoint;"  arc  those  notices  regularly  affixed  on  the  church-doors? — 
Directions  are  given  ;  I  cannot  speak  to  the  fact  that  they  are  affixed. 

11083.  I"  your  parish  are  those  notices  affixed? — 1  believe  they  are. 

11084.  Those  contain  the  names  of  all  paupers,  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
workhouse,  as  well  as  the  amount  given  to  each  ? — It  used  to  be  done  ;  I  cannot 
call  to  mind  whether  I  have  noticed  the  thing  lately. 

1108.-;;.  At  all  events,  there  is  a  regulation  to  that  eflecl? — Yes;  I  cannot 
speak  to  the  fact  of  it  having  occurred  lately. 

1108G.  Have  you  observed  that  list  upon  the  door  of  your  own  parish- 
church  ?— I  have. 

11087.  Does  not  that  give  every  rate-payer  or  inhabitant  of  the  parish  an 
405-  u  opportunity 
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G.  Pearse,  Esq.     opportunity  of  knowing  how  the   parish  funds  are  disposed  of,  and  what  is   the 

amount  of  relief  given  to  the  paupers?— The  information,  being  posted  there,  is 

18  Way  1838,  accessible  to  every  parishioner,  but  you  cannot  secure  its  remaining  there;  it 
may  be  posted  there,  but  I  doubt  its  remaining. 

H088.  Mr.  Lickk/l.]  Is  it  torn  off"? — it  is  likely  to  be ;  I  cannot  speak  to  the 
fact,  but  it  is  likely  to  be. 

lioSg.  Mr.  ]K«//i<r.]  The  labourers  do  not  like  to  have  it  known  what  they 
receive? — I  dare  say  it  would  be  painful  to  the  feelings  of  many  recipients  of 
relief. 

11090.  Mv.  Fieldc/i.]  You  have  said  that  you  have  got  the  account  of  the 
earnings  of  20  families  whom  you  visited  on  Saturday? — I  think  I  can  give  a 
statement  of  35,  when  I  am  able  to  draw  it  out. 

110()1.  Thirty-five  who  were  embraced  in  the  table  put  in  by  Mr.  Turner? — 
Yes  ;  not  embraced  in  one  table,  but  in  the  two  tables. 

1 1092.  Those  are  resident  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  ? — Rcbident  in  the  parish 
of  Westoning,  but  not  all  belonging  to  it. 

1  1093.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  completing  that  table,  provided  assist- 
ance were  off"ered  you  ? — I  should  wish  to  retire  from  the  task  ;  I  felt  myself  put  in 
such  a  painful  situation. 

1 1094.  Supposing  Messrs.  Crabtree  and  Turner,  who,  you  say,  have  thrown  diffi- 
culties in  your  way,  were  to  accompany  you  to  the  parish,  with  a  view  to  get  up  a 
correct  .statement,  would  that  assist  you  ? — -I  should  decline  such  an  association. 

1 1095.  And  you  would  not  get  any  other  individual  or  individuals  to  accom- 
pany you,  in  order  to  get  that  statement  corrected  ? — I  wish  not  to  be  mixed  up 
with  it ;  I  felt  aggrieved  by  the  way  in  which  1  was  pressed  before. 

11096.  Do  not  you  think  it  important  that  the  Committee  should  know 
what  is  the  income  of  those  diff'erent  families  in  the  parish  of  Westoning,  after 
such  pains  have  been  taken  ? — I  thought  my  veracity  was  impeached  some  time 
ago,  and  I  felt  pained  by  that  circumstance ;  and,  as  a  degree  of  suspicion  was 
thrown  upon  my  evidence,  I  wish  to  retire  from  the  undertaking. 

I  1097.  Is  there  any  individual  residing  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  whom  you 
can  name  as  being  competent  to  correct  these  tables,  if  they  arc  incorrect?  —  I 
cannot  name  one  who  would  be  willing  to  imdertake  the  office. 

1 1098.  Is  there  not  one  man  to  be  found  who  will  endeavour  to  get  at  the  fact 
of  the  earnings  of  those  labourers  in  that  parish  '? — I  do  not  think  it  possible  to 
obtain  an  accurate  statement  of  the  earnings  of  the  families. 

1109Q.  Do  you  think  it  possible  to  obtain  an  approximation  to  the  truth? — 
Very  nearly  ;  I  think  I  have  information  v/hich  might  supply  it. 

11100.  If  you  decline  to  supply  it,  do  you  not  think  that  it  is  desirable  that 
some  other  person  should  be  engaged  for  that  purpose,  in  whom  the  Committee 
may  confide  ?— That  is  as  the  Committee  may  think. 

11 101.  The  parish  of  Westoning  is  not  a  large  parish  ? — About  1,800  acres, 
and  between  600  and  700  population. 

1 1 102.  An  attempt  has  been  made,  as  you  are  aware,  to  get  an  account  of  the 
income  of  every  labouring  family  in  that  parish  ;  that  tabular  statement  which 
has  been  put  in  you  have  attempted  to  impugn ;  do  you  think  it  is  desirable  at 
all  that  that  statement  should  be  corrected  where  it  is  found  to  be  incorrect? — I 
could  point  out  many  inaccuracies  now  off'-hand  ;  with  regard  to  1837, 1  can  point 
out  many  inaccuracies;  as  to  1834  I  can  say  nothing. 

1 1103.  If  the  earnings  of  the  families  in  1837  be  understated,  are  they  not  also 
understated  as  regards  1834? — Very  likely. 

11104.  Was  there  not  as  good  a  price  paid  for  labour  in  1834,  and  as  good  a 
price  paid  for  straw-plaiting  in  1834  as  in  1837  ? — But  the  system  of  head-money, 
as  I  said  before,  was  so  much  mixed  up  with  wages, and  1  understood  the  inference, 
as  to  the  amount  of  their  employment,  was  taken  from  the  parish  books,  that  when 
they  were  in  receipt  of  relief  it  was  supposed  that  they  were  employed  by  the 
parish,  or  put  into  the  gravel-pit,  whereas  many  of  those  men  received  head- 
money  regularly,  and  vvere  in  regular  work  at  the  same  time  ;  and,  again,  many 
of  those  persons  were  plaiting  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  stationed  in  the 
gravel-pit. 

11105.  Would  not  that  make  the  amount  of  earnings  in  1834  greater  than 
has  been  shown  in  the  table,  including  the  parish  relief? — Of  course;  it  would 
impugn  the  correctness  of  it. 

11106.  If  they  were  receiving  parish  relief  and  wages  at  the  same  time,  the 

statement 
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statement  given  in  and  published  by  the  Committee  is  erroneous,  because  it  is  G.  Pcnrse,  Esq. 

too  low  ;  is  not  that  the  fact  ? — It  will  be,  in  many  respects.  — 

1 1 107.  In  many  respects  erroneous,  as  representing  the  income  of  the  family  18  May  1838. 
in  1834,  than  was  really  the  case? — Yes;  and  as  to  the  earnings  of  the  families 

it  is  incorrect,  in  both  cases,  perhaps. 

11108.  Can  you  state  any  cases  in  which  it  is  incorrect  in  1834  or  in  1837, 
besides  those  which  you  have  given  to  the  Committee? — John  Wilsted,  aged  53, 
is  stated  as  having  only  received  9*.  a  week ;  in  1837,  he  received  lOs.  through- 
out the  year,  except  harvest,  and  there  is  nothing  put  down  for  his  harvest  wages  ; 
and  the  earnings  of  the  wife  and  children  I  should  imagine  to  be  greatly  beyond 
what  is  stated,  5/.  4i.  ;  the  man  told  me  that  he  had  10s.  a  week  regularly 
throughout  the  year  ;  he  vvorks  for  me  at  this  time  ;  he  is  a  man  that  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  employing ;  the  man  is  a  sawyer ;  he  is  an  under  pit-man  ;  when  he  has 
not  work  he  comes  to  me ;  I  give  him  work. 

1 1 109.  Are  those  the  wages  that  he  earns  at  agricultural  employment  ? — When 
he  is  at  day-work  he  receives  Os.  a.  week  from  me,  but  he  sometimes  works  by  the 
great ;  he  is  now,  and  has  been  for  a  length  of  time,  working  by  the  great. 

11110.  What  do  you  think  he  earns? — I  think  he  earns  by  the  great  about 
I2s.  a  week. 

11111.  What  do  you  imagine  to  be  the  earnings  of  the  family? — I  am  not 
acquainted  with  his  wife,  and  therefore  I  do  not  know  her  capability ;  the  child  is 
13,  tmd,  therefore,  I  should  suppose,  might  earn  at  least  3s.  a.  week,  or  more. 

11112.  You  believe,  therefore,  the  sum  of  51.  4s.  to  be  a  very  inadequate 
representation  of  the  amount  of  the  earnings  of  the  family  ? — I  do.  Will  the  Com- 
mittee allow  me  to  observe,  it  was  stated  that  I  had  given  the  amount  of  the  money 
earned  by  the  village  barber :  upon  further  recollection,  I  did  not  give  the  money, 
I  merely  stated  to  Mr.  Marshall  that  he  was  the  village  barber  ;  I  did  not  speak 
to  the  amount  of  earnings,  and  I  ought  to  mention  that  circumstance,  injustice  to 
myself 
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Luna,  27°  die  Kovembris,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
ajjpoiuted  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hotlges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Tliomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bameby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Fcbruarii,  1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minute?  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT -        -    p.  iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE       -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -    p.   1 

APPENDIX p.  23 


[     iii     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  ProA-isions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 


TT  AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


22  May  1838.      o 


4»4* 


r    iv   1 


WITNESSES. 


George  Pcarce,  Esq. 
Rev.  Thomas  Beach  Whitehurst  - 
Henry  Musgravc  Mttsgrave,  Esq. 
;Mr.  Thomas  Williain  Ovcrmati     - 


p.     1 
p.    1 

p.    8 

p.  12 


r  1  1 


MINUTES     OF    EVIDENCE. 


Marfis,  22°  die  Maii,  1838. 


MEMBERS    present: 


Mr.  Bameby. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 
Mr.  Hodges. 


Mr.  Langdalc. 
Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  Lister. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  in  the  Chair. 

George  Pearce,  Esq.,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

11113.  Mr.  Fielden.]  HAVE  you  brought  up  the  returns  of  migrants  from  the     George  Pearce. 
Woburn  Union  to  the  north  ? — They  are  likely  to  arrive  cither  this  afternoon  or  ^**1- 
to-morrow  morning;  they  could  not  be  prepared  earlier;  and  the  information  will           ~       ~ 
be  as  full  as  it  is  possible  to  be  supplied.  ^ 

11114.  Chairman.']  What  have  you  been  able  to  do  with  regard  to  the  cases 
on  which  Mr.  Turner  spoke  r — I  have  been  proceeding  with  them,  but  there  was 
so  much  information  to  be  procured  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  they  can  be 
ready  to-day  ;  yesterday  was  the  first  day  I  could  apply  myself  to  them. 

11115.  At  what  time  will  they  be  prepared  r  —  By  Tuesday  next. 

• 

Rev.  Thomas  Beach  JThitehiirst,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

• 

u  n6.  Chairman.]  DO  you  reside  in  Ampthill  ? — I  do.  Rev. 

11117.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  Ampthill  Union  ?    ^•^-  ^*«'<'^"''i*' 
— I  am. 

11118.  Have  you  been  so  for  some  time  ? — The  whole  of  the  last  year. 

1 1 1  It).  Have  you  attended  pretty  constantly  at  the  board  ? — I  think  I  may  say 
very  constantly,  with  the  exception  of  some  weeks  in  the  summer. 

11120.  Had  you  resided  in  Ampthill  some  time  before  the  new  law? — About 
14  years. 

11121.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  parish  of  Westoning? — I  lived  in 
Westoning  the  first  23  years  of  my  life,  and  since  that  15  in  Ampthill. 

1 1 122.  Was  your  father  curate  of  Ampthill  ? — He  was  vicar  of  Westoning. 

11123.  What  is  your  general  impression  as  to  the  effects  of  the  law  upon  the 
condition  and  industry  of  the  labouring  classes  of  the  poor  at  Ampthill  r — I  confess 
that  I  am  highly  in  favour  of  it;   I  think  that  their  condition  is  certainly  better. 

11124.  W^ill  you  state  in  what  respects  you  think  their  condition  is  improved? 
— I  think  that  their  morals  are  better ;  certainly  they  are  more  inclined  to  be 
industrious. 

11 125.  Do  you  think  that  their  physical  condition  is  worse;  that  they  have 
less  means  of  providing  themselves  with  .the  necessaries  of  life  than  they  had 
formerly  r — I  do  not  think  so. 

1 1 127.  Have  you  observed  that  their  health  has  been  affected  since  the  intro- 
duction of  the  law,  and  that  there  is  any  appearance  of  increased  weakness  or 
inability  to  labour? — Certainly  not. 

11  I2i5.  Have  you  observed,  generally,  that  they  are  more  employed  in  regular 
labour  than  they  were  before  ? — I  think  they  are,  decidedly. 

11121).  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  their  cottages? — Yes,  I  have; 
I  am  not  the  curate,  I  am  merely  living  in  Ampthill,  and  therefore  I  have  not 
been  so  much  in  their  cottages  as  I  otherwise  should  have  been  ;  but  I  certainly 
have  been  in  their  cottages,  and  I  cannot  at  all  suppose  that  their  condition  is 
worse ;   certainly  not. 

1 1 130.  Comparing  the  state  of  the  cottages,  with  respect  to  the  furniture  and 
the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  belonging  to  persons  in  that  condition,  do  you  observe 
an)-  change  for  the  worse  since  the  introduction  of  the  law  ? — Certainly  not. 
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Rev.  11131.  Do  you  observe  that  they  have  less  furniture,  worse  bedding,  or  any 

T.  B.  Jl'hitchurst.    appearance  of  worse  food  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

1 1 132.  Do  you  think  that  the  relationship  in  whicli  the  labourers  stand  to  the 

^2  May  1833.       occupiers  of  land,  the  farmers  and  employers  of  labour,  is  better  than  it  was  before 
the  introduction  of  the  law  ? — Yes,  I  do,  most  decidedly. 

]  1 133.  May  1  ask  you,  was  your  impression  with  respect  to  the  law  favourable 
upon  its  first  introduction? — I  cannot  say  that  it  altogether  was. 

1 1 134.  You  entertained  some  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  some  of  the  provisions 
of  it?— Yes. 

1 1 135.  Has  your  experience,  since  the  law  has  been  in  operation  at  Ampthill, 
either  as  a  resident  there,  or  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  guardians,  tended  to 
alter  that  opinion  ? — It  has. 

11 136.  In  what  respect  ? — I  thought  that  the  measure  was  a  hard  one  in  one 
or  two  respects  ;  to  instance  one  case,  the  case  of  bastardy  ;  but  1  confess  my 
opinion  has  altogether  altered  upon  that  score. 

71137.  In  what  respect  has  your  opinion  altered  Avith  reference  to  that  par- 
ticular part  of  the  subject? — I  thought  that  it  possibly  might  lead  to  infanticide; 
but  there  is  every  proof  to  the  contrary  :  and  bastardy,  I  believe,  from  what  I  can 
collect,  to  be  on  the  decrease. 

11138.  Do  you  believe  that  the  effect  of  those  clauses  with  respect  to  bastardy 
has  been  to  make  the  conduct  of  the  women  more  discreet  and  cautious  ? — I  hope 
it  has;  at  least  I  believe,  as  far  as  I  can  collect,  and  I  have  made  inquiries,  that 
bastardy  is  not  so  common  as  it  was. 

11139.  The  board  of  guardians  at  Ampthill  are  in  the  habit,  are  they  not,  of 
refusing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  labourers? — They  are. 

1 1 140.  Is  that  uniformly  so  r — It  is. 

11141.  Unless  they  should  be  at  the  time  ill? — Yes. 

11142.  What,  in  your  opinion,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  practice  of  refusing 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  ? — I  think  it  has  been  a  great  spur  to  exertion. 

1 1 143.  Do  you  think  it  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  that  class  of  labourers  to 
greater  difficulty  or  distress  than  they  were  formerly  exposed  to? — No,  I  do  not, 
certainly  ;   I  tliink  it  has  driven  several  to  work  who  never  worked  before. 

1 1 144.  Have  you  ever  heard  from  them  that  it  has  been  an  inducement,  or  that 
it  has  had  the  effect  of  lowering  the  rate  of  wages  ? — No,  I  never  have  ;  in  fact,  I 
have  never  heard  complaints  from  those  whom  I  consider  respectable  and  well- 
disposed  labourers. 

11145.  You  have  heard  complaints,  probably,  from  those  who  were  formerly 
idle  and  indisposed  to  exert  themselves,  and  who  were  in  the  habit  of  relying  upon 
parochial  assistance  ? — Decidedly. 

11146.  But  in  the  case  of  well-disposed  and  industrious,  and  well-regulated 
men,  you  have  not  heard  complaints  of  that  description? — No;  I  have  heard  it 
remarked  as  a  o-ood  thincr  that  many  an  able-bodied  man  gains  a  livelihood  now 
by  honest  industry  mIio  never  did  so  before. 

1 1 147.  You  lived  in  the  parish  of  \¥estoning  in  the  earlier  part  of  your  life  ? — 
Yes,  all  the  earlier  part  of  my  life. 

11148.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  present  state  of  Westoning  ? — I  am  not 
altogether  ignorant  of  it ;  I  know  perfectly  well  several  of  the  parishioners. 

11149.  Generally,  what  was  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Westoning  when  you 
resided  there  ? — Nothing  could  be  so  bad  as  the  management  of  the  poor  in  the 
parish  of  Westoning ;  nothing  could  be  so  bad  as  the  system  they  adopted. 

11150.  The  system  adopted  was,  that  the  parish  gravel-pit  was  offered  to  all 
M  ho  were  able-bodied,  and  who  applied  for  parish  assistance  ? — Yes. 

11151.  Were  they  sent  there  in  great  crowds  ? — I  think  I  have  known  as  many 
there  as  three  or  four  and  forty. 

1 1152.  When  they  were  there  were  they  employed  at  regular  labour? — They 
were  paid  by  the  parish  a  certain  weekly  allowance  ;  but  I  have  been  told  by  some 
of  them  that  if  any  of  them  were  willing  to  work  the  majority  would  not  allow 
them  to  do  so.  I  was  for  a  short  time  staying  with  a  brother-in-law  who  is  living 
in  Flitwick,  adjoining  the  parish  of  Westoning,  and  saw  a  great  deal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, which  was  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  kind. 

11153.  Describe  it? — Being  sent  to  the  parish  gravel-pit,  the  whole  body  of 
the  labourers,  or  the  STreater  part  of  them,  were  constantly  in  his  woods,  which  were 
close  adjoining,  and,  in  fact,  nothing  was  safe,  and  we  M'ere  constantly  annoyed 
by  them. 
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1 1 154.  The  men  sent  to  the  parish  gravel-pit,  and  supposed  to  be  in  work,  and  ^ej 
paid  for  being  at  work,  were,  in  fact,  stealing  upon  the  neighbouring  property  ? —    T.  B.  U'/ntehu):i. 
Yes,  and  if  any  one  of  them  was  willing  to  work,  the  majority  would  not  allow  ' 
him  to.  do  so ;  that  I  have  been  told  by  people  that  were  formerly  in  the  gravel-       -^  '^'^J'  '^38- 
pits. 

1 1155.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  present  condition  of  the  parish,  whether  in 
any  respect  the  condition  of  the  poor  is  altered  for  the  better  or  the  worse  r — I 
think  that  several  parties  who  never  worked  before  have  now  got  work,  and  are 
now  much  more  respectable  than  they  were. 

11156.  Then  am  I  to  infer  from  what  you  have  stated  that  your  general 
impression  is.  that  the  amount  of  labour  has  increased,  and  that  the  industry  of  the 
labouring  classes  has  increased  ? — I  think  it  has. 

I I  1.57.  That  their  occupation  is  more  regular? — 1  think  it  is. 

111.58.  And  with  respect  to  the  well-conducted  and  industrious  labourer,  the 
eflect  of  this  law  has  not  been  to  reduce  him  to  greater  difficulties  than  formerly  ? 
— I  do  not  think  it  has. 

1 1 159.  Do  you  think  his  condition  has  improved  by  his  being  provided  with  a 
more  constant  supply  of  labour? — I  should  say,  on  the  whole,  that  it  had. 

11161.  Mr.  Fres/{/iel(l.]  Formerly  you  had  some  doubts  of  the  policy  of  the 
new  law,  particularly  as  to  the  bastardy  clauses ;  you  thought  them  hard  ?^ 
I  did. 

1 1 16:2.  Are  you  now  satisfied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? — 
I  think  that  bastardy  is  on  the  decline. 

11163.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as  they  now  stand;  do 
you  think  it  right  that  the  father  of  the  bastard  child  should  in  no  case  be  charged 
with  the  maintenance  of  that  child  ? — I  think  that  it  ought  to  be  between  the 
woman  and  the  man  ;  I  cannot  see  why  the  public  should  be  called  upon,  and 
made  answerable  for  bastards. 

11164.  Would  you  make  so  gre?t  a  distinction  between  the  man  and  the 
woman,  that  you  would  charge  her  exclusivel}'  with  the  maintenance  of  the  child? 
— I  would  leave  it  to  themselves. 

in ("1,5.  Would  you  make  no  distinction  between  a  woman  who  had  several 
children  and  a  woman  with  her  first  child  ? — Yes,  of  course  ;  the  guilt  is  consider- 
ably increased  in  the  former  instance. 

11166.  Does  it  not  occur  to  you  that,  in  common  charity,  you  may  suppose 
the  first  child  to  be  the  result  of  something  like  seduction  r — There  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  that. 

11167.  ^Vould  you,  in  such  a  case,  visit  all  the  punishment  of  the  transaction 
upon  the  woman,  and  let  the  man  go  free  ? — As  far  as  common  charity  is  con- 
cerned there  cannot  be  a  doubt;  but  whether  you  can  make  a  law  to  meet  that  I 
cannot  say. 

11165.  Would  you  see  any  objection  to  make  a  law  to  allow  the  woman  to 
affiliate  the  first  cliild? — If  you  put  it  upon  charity,  I  say  no  ;  but  as  a  public 
matter,  touching  the  law,  I  should  have  my  doubts  about  it. 

1  1  l()Q.  C/iairniaii.']  What  would  be  your  reason  for  entertaining  those  doubts  ? 
— I  think  I  would  put  as  great  a  check  as  I  could  to  bastardy  ;  1  admit  that 
there  are  several  hard  cases  and  cases  of  great  suffering. 

I I I  ~o.  Mr.  F/\s/{fie/(I.]  Do  you  think  you  materially  prevent  the  crime  of  this 
immoral  connexion  by  visiting  all  the  punishment  upon  the  woman  ? — No ;  but  I 
think  you  will,  by  withdrawing  yourself  from  taking  any  part  in  it;  the  old  law 
was  a  most  iniquitous  one,  and,  in  fact,  offered  a  great  premium  upon  the  com- 
mission of  that  offence. 

11171.  Mr.  Hodges.]  If  you  consider  that  the  visiting  the  whole  of  the  penalty 

of  the  transaction  upon  the  woman  would  be  a  check  upon  the  practice,  would  it  * 

not  be  a  still  greater  check  if  a  corresponding  penalty  was  placed  on  the  man  ? — 
It  might  be,  but  the  difficulty  would  be  how  to  impose  that  check. 

11172.  Supposing  that  it  could  be  done,  would  not  your  reasoning  warrant 
that  conclusion  ? — Yes. 

11173.  ^Ir.  Frcsfi/icld.]  In  one  of  your  answers  you  stated  that  it  should  be 
left  to  the  man  and  woman  to  settle  it  between  themselves,  but  the  man  has  the 
positive  right  to  refuse  any  contribution  ;  his  moral  feeling  mav  not  be  very  strong. 
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Rev.  and  there  is  no  legal  obligation  on  his  part  to  do  any  thing;  how  can   it  then  be 

T.  B.  Whittliuru.    left  to  the  man  and  woman  to  settle,  if  the  woman  has   no   means   to  enforce  any 

thing  from  the   man? — My  idea  is,  that  by  taking  away  that  protection  from  the 

2a  May  183&.      woman,  you  induce  her,  before  she  prostitutes  herself,  to  marry. 

11174.  Would  you  see  any  strong  objection,  and  if  you  do,  will  you  {)oint  it 
out,  to  a  provision  that  the  woman  should  be  allowed  to  affiliate  the  first  child  '. — 
As  I  said  before,  I  think  it  is  frequently  a  hard  case,  and  the  woman  is  very  much 
to  be  pitied  ;  but  by  affiliating  the  first  child,  you  may  be  in  some  measure  thought 
to  countenance  the  crime. 

1 117,5.  Then  would  you  give  the  woman  any  legal  right  to  recover  against  the 
man  in  an  action  at  law  ?  —  I  am  hardly  prepared  to  give  an  answer  to  that 
question  ;  I  have  not  thought  on  the  matter  so  deeply  as  I  perhaps  might  have 
done. 

11176.  Do  you  see  any  policy  in  relieving  the  man  and  throwing  the  whole 
punishment  upon  the  woman  ? — No,  I  do  not,  in  relieving  the  man,  but  if  you 
advocate  altogether  the  cause  of  the  woman,  and  allow  her  to  affiliate,  by  inter- 
fering at  all,  yoii  in  some  measure  patronize  the  crime. 

11 177.  Mt.  Hodges.]  Looking  at  the  crime  as  a  crime  against  society,  would 
it  not  be  a  considerable  check  that  the  penalty  imposed  upon  the  man  should  go 
to  the  parish  for  some  general  fund  of  education  or  some  such  purpose,  not  by  any 
means  to  go  into  the  pocket  of  the  woman? — Really  I  have  not  thought  of  any 
thing  of  the  kind  ;  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  give  an  answer  to  that ;  it  might 
possibly  have  its  advantages,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  answer. 

1 1178.  Mr.  Liddcll.'\  Do  you  not  think  if  two  parties  are  equally  concerned  in 
the  commission  of  a  crime,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  common  justice  to  visit  the 
consequences  and  penalties  of  that  crime  upon  only  one  of  them? — No,  I  do  not; 
I  do  not  look  upon  it  in  that  light ;  it  is  a  concern  between  themselves  with  which 
I  should  have  nothing  whatever  to  do. 

11179.  I  have  put  it  upon  the  supposition  that  both  parties  are  equally  cri- 
minal in  the  offence,  but  do  you  not  consider  that  in  cases  of  seduction,  in  99 
times  out  of  100  times;  the  greater  part  of  the  offence  lies  with  the  man? — I 
perfectly  agree  with  you  ;  I  think  that  is  very  likely  to  be  the  case. 

1 1 1  80.  if  it  is  unjust  to  throw  the  penalty  of  the  offence  upon  one  party  only, 
supposing  the  two  are  equally  guilty,  is  it  not  more  unjust  to  throw  it  wholly  upon 
that  party  who  is  comparatively  innocent? — It  is. 

11181.  In  such  cases  do  not  you  think  that  it  is  consistent  with  common 
justice  that  the  party  most  injured,  namely,  the  woman,  should  have  some  remedy 
against  the  offender  ? — As  I  said  before,  if  you  put  it  upon  feelings  of  charity. 

111S2.  Putting  it  upon  feelings  of  justice? — My  idea  I  confess  has  always 
been  to  know  nothing  of  the  crime  ;  I  quite  think  that  the  woman  is  frequently  very 
much  to  be  pitied,  and  an  object  of  great  consideration ;  but,  looking  at  it  in  a 
legal  way,  I  hardly  see  how  you  are  to  meet  it. 

11183.  In  the  mean  time,  till  the  last  five  years,  the  law  has  alvvays  taken 
cognizance  of  that  offence  ? — It  has,  and  in  an  unfortunate  way,  inasmuch  as  it 
held  out  a  premium  to  bastardy. 

1 1 1 84.  That  may  be  so,  but  does  it  follow  that  the  law  has  been  right  in 
refusing  to  take  cognizance  of  the  offence  ? — That  I  will  not  give  an  opinion 
upon. 

1 1 185.  Mr.  Fresh/ield.]  I  collect  tlvat  you  are  apprehensive  lest  you  should,  by 
taking  cognizance  of  it,  sanction  the  crime  in  any  way  ? — Yes. 

1 1 18b.  But  does  it  not  also  occur  to  you  that  by  the  alteration  of  the  law  you 
offer  an  inducement  to  unprincipled  men  to  commit  the  crime  by  taking  away 
from  them  some  of  the  punishment  that  might  offer  a  preventive  ? — No,  I  do 
not  think  that,  because  the  woman  is  more  upon  her  guard,  and  more  alert  in 
preserving  her  chastity. 
•  11187.   But,  as  the  law  now  stands,  the  man  is  let  loose  upon  society,  and 

experiences  no  evil  consequence  to  himself  from  his  crime? — I  am  aware  of  that. 

1 1188.  Is  not  that  apprehension,  which  might  operate  upon  him  as  a  preven- 
tive, taken  away  ? — Certainly,  there  is  no  doubt  that  that  is  taken  away. 

1 1 1  89.  Are  we  not  thereby  removing  the  motive  that  might  save  some  poor 
women  from  seduction  and  prostitution  ? — I  think  in  some  cases  that  might 
possibly  be ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  I  think  in  relieving  the  man  you  arc  making 
the  woman  more  upon  her  guard,  more  careful,  more  circumspect  in  her  conduct ; 
she  knows  that  ^e  has  not  those  resources  to  apply  to  which  she  formerly  had. 

11190.  And 
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11190.  And  you  thiak  it  consistent  with  justice,  that  all  the  protection  to  liev. 

society  should  depend  upon  the  woman,  and,  in  case  of  failure,  all  the  consequences    T.  B.  IVhiuhurti. 
should  attach  to  the  woman  ? — There  may  be  some  hard  cases  of  seduction,  bui        '~~       ~ 
I  do  not  see  how  you  are  to  meet  it  with  any  law. 

iiigi.  You  yourself  had  strong  feelings  upon  the  subject  of  this  clause.-' — I 
had  ;   I  thought,  in  the  first  instance,  it  would  lead  to  infanticide. 

I  1 192.  Does  it  not  occur  to  you  that  the  unmanliness  of  the  change  of  the 
law  in  that  respect,  has  produced  a  great  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  new  law? — No,  I  cannot  say  that  1  have  found  it  so. 

11193.  Is  it  not  calculated  to  excite  very  strong  feelings  in  the  mind  of  any 
humane  person  r — T  do  not  know  that :  I  have  known  some  very  humane  persons 
who  have  approved  of  those  clauses. 

11194.  Mr.  Lister. 1  You  say  that  you  consider  the  old  law  abominable;  do 
you  know  what  the  old  law  was? — I  do  not  think  I  used  the  word  "abominable"; 
1  spoke  of  it  as  holding  out  a  premium  to  bastardy. 

1 1 1  ().5.  Do  not  you  consider  that  there  is  a  third  party  who  is  concerned  in 
this,  as  well  as  the  woman  and  the  man,  namely,  tlie  parish? — Yes. 

1 1 1 96.  Do  not  you  know  that  under  the  old  law  the  woman  was  not  entitled 
to  any  thing,  that  the  payment  from  the  man  was  an  indemnity  to  the  parish,  not 
to  the  woman  ? — Yes  ;  but  it  always  came  into  the  pocket  of  the  woman. 

1 1 1 07-  Was  that  the  case  everywhere  ? — I  can  only  speak  from  my  own  local 
knowledge  ;  if  a  woman  had  a  bastard  child  (though  not  a  magistrate,  I  was  fre- 
quently in  the  habit  of  attending  magistrates'  meetings),  I  think  the  usual  allow- 
■  ance  was  1 .?.  6d.  a  week  ;  if  she  had  two,  it  was  35.  ;  and  for  a  third,  I  can  point 
out  two  or  three  instances,  and  even  more  than  that,  where  women  had  4  s.  6d. 
and  which  was  certainly  an  inducement  for  any  man  whose  feelings  were  not 
remarkably  acute  to  take  her  as  his  wife. 

1 1 198.  Do  you  consider  that  the  old  law  gave  the  woman  the  power  over  that 
money  ? — I  am  not  speaking  as  a  magistrate  ;  but  it  was  the  custom  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood that  it  went  into  the  pocket  of  the  woman ;  I  believe  I  may  say,  that 
there  is  not  an  instance  to  the  contrary,  but  that  it  always  went  into  the  pocket 
of  the  woman. 

1 11 00.  Mr.  Frcshjield.]  Are  you  aware  that  by  the  old  law  there  was  a  severe 
j)unishment  applying  to  the  mother,  that  the  mother  was  subject  to  be  impri- 
soned ?  —  I  am  ;  that  was  occasionally,  I  believe,  adhered  to  in  Bedfordshire. 

11200.  That  that  was  a  part  of  the  old  law  ?— Yes,  but  it  was  very  seldom 
carried  into  effect. 

11201.  That  was  a  strong  motive,  then,  operating  upon  the  woman  to  avoid  the 
approaches  of  the  man  ? — It  was  never  carried  into  effect,  I  think,  but  in  the  case 
of  old  offenders. 

1 1 202.  The  great  change  in  the  law,  we  may  consider  to  be  the  relieving  the 
father  altogether  from  liability  ? — Yes. 

11203.  Chairman.^  The  practice  under  the  old  law  was  to  make  an  allowance 
to  the  woman,  was  it  not  ? — Yes. 

1 1204.  That  allowance,  in  the  part  of  England  with  which  you  are  acquainted, 
was  almost  invariably  paid  to  the  woman? — I  believe  invariably;  I  never 
remember  to  have  heard  of  an  instance  to  the  contrary. 

11205.  It  was  enforced  against  the  man  by  imprisonment,  if  necessary? — Yes. 
1 1 20(3.  All  the  consequences,  either  of  payment  or  imprisonment,  might  have 

been  avoided  if  the  man  married  the  woman,  might  they  not  .' — All  of  them. 

1 1 207.  Did  not  that  have  the  efl'ect  of  leading  to  what  are  called  compulsory 
marriages? — No  doubt  of  it. 

1 120S.  Did  not  the  parish  make  this  arrangement  with  the  man,  ''  You  shall 
be  quit  of  all  charge,  and  free  from  prosecution,  if  you  will  consent  to  marry  the 
woman"  ?-  Yes  ;  and  I  believe  covertly,  though  it  was  illegal,  bribery  has  been 
resorted  to  to  induce  a  man  to  marry  the  woman,  to  relieve  the  parish. 

1 1 209.  Do  you  consider  marriages,  contracted  under  circumstances  and  induce- 
ments of  that  description,  to  be  likely  to  lead»  to  the  morality  of  the  people  who 
arc  parties  to  the  engagement? — Decidedly  not. 

11210.  Do  you  think  it  a  very  proper  thing  for  the  law  to  be  so  contrived  as 
to  put  this  motive  into  operation  ? — No,  decidedly  not. 

11211.  Do  not  you  think  it  extremely  desirable  that  all  inducements  to  com- 
pulsory marriages,  and  all  claims  which  the  woman  may  think  that  she  has  upon 

414-  A  3  the 
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Kev.  the  man,  and  which  may  therefore  be  an  inducement  to  her  to  consent  to  his  pro-* 

T.  B.  irhkelmnt,    posals,  should  be,  as  nuich  as  possible,  removed  ? — Certainly. 

~  11212.  Do  not  you  think,  therefore,   looking  to  the  public  and  to  the  general 

--  ^^^'^'     ■^         morality  of  the  country,  that  morality  is  advanced  by  a  measure  which  throws 
upon  the  woman  the  responsibility  of  her  own  conduct? — I  do. 

11213.  Do  you  believe  that  that  has  been  the  cH'tct  of  the  present  measure,  as 
contrasted  with  the  former  state  of  the  law  ? — I  think  it  has. 

11214.  And  in  that  respect,  therefore,  you  think  this  measure  calculated  to 
advance  the  morality  of  the  people  ?— Certainly  I  do. 

)  1215.  As  far  as  your  experience  goes,  do  you  think  that  in  your  o\\n  neigh- 
bourhood it  has  had  that  eflect? — I  think  it  has. 

11216.  Do  you  think  that  any  legislative  provision,  giving  the  woman  a  power 
over  the  man,  and  a  claim  to  prosecute  him,  could  be  contrived,  which  would 
not  operate  upon  her  mind  as  an  inducement  to  yield  to  the  man's  proposals? — 
That  I  am  hardly  prepared  to  answer ;  possibly  some  arrangement  might  be 
made,  but  certainly  it  would  be  a  matter  of  much  difhculty. 

11217.  Are  you  aware  of  what  course  takes  place  in  Ampthill,  or  in  your  own 
neighbourhood,  with  reference  to  applications  to  the  quarter  sessions  for  affilia- 
tions ? — I  really  am  not ;  I  am  not  acting  as  a  magistrate. 

]  1218.  Have  you  ever,  as  a  member  of  the  board,  encouraged  such  an  applica- 
tion to  the  quarter  sessions  ? — No,  I  never  have. 

ii2if).  Have  you  heard  the  question  discussed  by  the  board  ? — No;  we  have 
had  very  few  cases,  in  my  experience,  before  us,  if  any. 

1 1220.  ^^'hat  is  your  practice  with  reference  to  bastard  children  in  the  Ampthill 
Union  ;  do  you  offer  relief  in  the  workhouse  in  the  case  of  women  who  apply  to 
you,  being  pregnant  with  bastard  children,  or  who  have  bastard  children  ? — We 
take  them  into  the  workliouse. 

11221.  Do  many  apply  when  pregnant  with  bastard  children?— Some  have 
done  so. 

11222.  Do  those  persons  go  into  the  workhouse  ?-^ We  have  discouraged  their 
coming  into  the  workhouse,  as  much  as  possible,  when  there  is  any  chance  of  their 
relations  supporting  them,  from  the  consideration  that  the  woman,  being  in  that 
condition,  lius  proceeded  from  the  lax  discipline  on  the  part  of  the  father  and 
mother  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  onus  ought  to  fall  upon  them. 

11223.  Therefore,  whenever,  in  your  estimation,  the  parents  have  been  able  to 
support  the  woman,  you  have  invariably  endeavoured  to  enforce  that  ? — Yes. 

1 1 224.  Where  they  had  not  parents,  have  you  received  them  into  the  house? — 
Yes. 

11225.  In  those  cases  in  which  they  have  come  into  the  house,  have  they 
remained  there  during  their  confinement  ? — Yes. 

11226.  Do  they  remain  there  long  afterwards? — No;  T  think  I  may  say 
usually,  in  fact,  generally,  tliey  go  very  soon  afteiavards. 

11 227.  As  far  as  you  have  known  any  instances,  what  have  been  their  means 
of  supporting  themselves  and  their  children  after  they  have  left  the  house? — Pos- 
sibly by  plaiting,  or  their  former  occupations. 

11228.  Have  you  heard  of  any  women  being  reduced  to  great  distress  after 
they  have  left  the  house  with  bastard  children  ?  —I  really  have  not ;  there  possibly 
may  be  instances,  but  they  have  not  come  under  my  knowledge.  » 

ii22q.  Mr.  FresfiJieUL]  You  stated  that  the  man  was  subject  to  be  apprehended 
and  committed  to  prison,  under  the  old  law  ;  are  you  not  also  aware  that  that  was 
only  in  cases  of  having  no  goods  that  could  be  seized  upon  ;  that  if  he  had  no 
property  there  was  a  power  in  the  overseer,  by  order  of  two  magistrates,  confirmed 
at  sessions,  to  apprehend  him  and  commit  him  to  prison? — Yes,  but  the  majority 
of  cases  were  those  of  young  men  who  were  living  with  their  parents,  and  wlio  had. 
nothing  in  the  world. 

1 1230.  Mr.  Liddel/.]  Did  they  not  receive  wages  for  their  labour  which  they 
could  pay?— Yes,  and  those  wages  very  frequently  came  from  the  parish,  in  the 
first  instance. 

11231.  Mr.  Freshjidd.']  You  spoke  of  the  desecration  of  marriage,  by  those 
persons  being  forced  into  a  union;  do  you  think  it  any  improvement  that  the 
man  is  left  to  form  another  connexion,  and  the  woman  another  connexion,  after 
this  criminal  intercourse  ? — I  think  any  thing  is  better  than  forcing  a  marriage. 

11232.  Is  it  not  rather  desirable  that,  if  parties  have  had  this  illicit  connexion, 
they  should  be  the  persons  between  whom  the  marriage  is  contracted?— Doubtless, 
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if  they  can  come  together  with  any  tiling  like  affection  ;  but  if  they  come  together  Rev.        • 

in  order  to  avoid  the  penalty,  I  think  they  are  better  separated.  T.  B.lVhtithnnt. 

1 1233.  Your  objection  is  to  a  forced  marriage? — To  forced  marriage.  ZTsi.    , s,,g 

1 1 234.  Mr.  Lister J\  You  say  that  there  are  fewer  affiliation  orders  than  there 
formerly  were ;  do  you  know  any  reason  for  that  ? — From  the  inquiries  I  have 
made,  1  hear  that  bastardy  is  generally  on  the  decline. 

1 123.5.  1-^0  not  you  know  that  it  is  much  more  expensive  to  get  an  order  now 
than  it  formerly  was  ? — No,  I  do  not ;   I  do  not  act  as  a  magistrate. 

I  ]  236,  Have  they  not  now  to  apply  to  the  sessions  to  get  that  order? — That  I 
cannot  speak  to. 

H237.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Is  bastardy  really  on  the  decline  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ampthill  ? — I  have  made  many  inquiries,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  so. 

I I  23 S.  Can  you,  from  your  own  knowledge,  state  that  it  is  on  the  decrease  ? — 
No,  I  cannot. 

11230.  Mr.  Hodges.']  With  respect  to  compulsory  marriages,  has  not  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  of  settlement  removed  the  principal  motive  for  such  marriages? — 
Really  that  is  a  question  which  I  cannot  answer ;  I  am  not  acting  as  a  magis- 
trate. 

1 1 240.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Have  you  heard  of  any  cases  of  abandonment  or  deser- 
tion of  children  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill? — I  have  heard  of  none. 

11241.  Mr.  Jlodycs.]  Arc  you  in  the  habit  of  employing  labourers  yourself? — 
1  am  occasionally  in  the  habit  of  employing  labourers. 

1 1242.  Do  you  farm  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

1 1 243.  Have  you  ever  farmed  ? — No,  I  never  have. 

1 1244.  When  you  lived  in  Westoning,  did  your  father  farm  ? — No,  except  in  a 
very  small  vvay. 

1 1  245.  You  have  stated  that  the  working  men  are  not  at  all  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  they  used  to  be?^ — No,  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

1 1 246.  Can  you  state  the  wages  which  they  are  at  present  receiving  ? — No,  of 
the  \V  estoning  labourers,  I  cannot. 

1 1247.  How  is  it  that  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  state  of  com- 
fort with  reference  to  the  means  possessed  by  the  labouring  people  under  the  pre- 
sent law  and  under  the  old? — By  occasionally  visiting  their  cottages. 

1 1 245.  You  have  described  that,  under  the  old  law,  men  were  employed  in 
gravel-pits  ? — Yes. 

1 1  249.  Were  those  men  considered  to  be  the  best  men  in  the  parish  ? — They 
were  some  of  the  most  able-bodied,  but  certainly  not  men  of  the  best  character. 

11250.  Then  at  that  time  the  best  men  were  fully  employed  in  regular  farmino- 
work  ? — No,  I  believe  the  best  men  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  were  not  fully 
employed  ;  the  parish  of  Weston\jjg  is  an  unfortunate  parish,  and  has  been  labour- 
ing under  many  disadvantages  for  many  years. 

1 1251.  Were  there  no  men  in  the  parish  of  Westoning  of  good  character,  uho 
were  in  regular  and  constant  employment  at  that  time  .' — The  greater  part  were 

paid  out  of  the  parish  books.  0 

1 12,52.  Were  all  the  men  in  that  parish  at  times  taking  their  turns  in  the  gravel- 
pi^  ? — No,  I  would  not  say  that  all  were. 

1 1 253.  Then  those  who  were  not  in  gravel-pits  must  have  been  in  regular 
employment  ? — Yes. 

112,54.  Can  you  state  what  wages  they  received  at  that  time? — No,  I  really 
cannot,  because  you  are  alluding  to  a  time  when  I  left  Westoning ;  you  are  speak- 
ing of  a  period  within  the  last  10  years. 

112,5.5.  Speaking  of  the  time  of  the  old  law,  and  when  you  resided  there  ? — 
But  I  had  left  Westoning  some  years  before  the  new  law  came  into  force. 

1 12.56.  With  respect  to  those  men  who  were  not  in  the  gravel-pits,  can  you  state 
what  they  received  in  wages,  and  what  they  received  in  relief/ — No,  I  cannot ;  I 
can  merely  state  that  the  greater  part  by  far  were  employed  at  the  gravel-pit. 

112.57.  If  you  cannot  give  this  information,  how  arc  we  able  to  ascertain  the 
comparative  condition  of  that  particular  class  of  men  with  what  it  was  before?— 
I  have  not  spoken  particularly  as  to  the  comparative  state  of  labourers  in  the 
parish  of  Westoning,  but  generally  of  the  condition  of  labourers  throughout  the 
union. 

1 1 2.58.  You  state  that  it  is  not  worse  now  tlian  it  was  before  ? — It  is  not. 

414-  A  4  11259.   ^^^ 
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Kev.  11259.  ^^^^  there  gravel-pits  in  Ampthill?— No,  the  overseer  employed  them 

T.  B.  Whxuhurst.    jjj.  best  he  could. 

~       ~  11260.  Mr.  LiiUklL]    Respecting  the  workhouse  of  the  Ampthill   Union,  are 

•  ay  >  3  •      y^jj  ^  visitor  of  the  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

11201.  Do  you  find  it  generally  in  good  order  and  well  regulated? — I  do 
indeed. 

11262.  Are  the  inmates  satisfied  with  their  lot? — To  say  that  a  person  was  satis- 
fied would  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  say  ;  I  can  only  appeal  to  their  general 
appearance;  they  are  all  remarkably  healthy ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  many 
people  there  who  would  eat  much  more  than  they  get ;  but  I  consider  that  no 
proof  whatever  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  dietary. 

1 1263.  They  have  complained  sometimes  that  it  is  insufficient? — I  iiave  heard 
them  say  that  they  have  been  starved,  and  the  most  dreadful  complaints  made; 
but  I  can  only  say  that  I  believe  them  to  be  unfounded. 

11264.  ^  o"  ^o  not  think  tliere  was  any  justice  in  the  complaints  they  made  of 
being  starved  ? — I  do  not  indeed  ;  I  have  tried  the  dietary  myself,  and  I  found  it 
was  certainly  enough. 

ii2(i5.   Do  you  mean  enough  to  live  upon,  the  diet: — Yes. 
11266.  Mr.  Hodges.']  How  long  did  you  make  the  experiment : — Two  days. 
112()7.   Mr.  Liddell.]   Did  you  not  find  that  you  had  an  unusually  good  appe- 
tite on  the  third  ? — No,  I  did  not  indeed. 

11268.  Have  you  ever  observed  that  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  work- 
house has  been  affi:cted  by  that  diet? — Most  assuredly  not;  it  must  be  well 
known  to  every  one  that  the  labourer  considers  that  he  is  not  satisfied  until  he 
has  got  what  is  called  a  belly-full,  and  he  will  go  on  eating  ad  w/imtum  almost  ; 
but  i  am  persuaded  that  he  has  there  as  much  as  a  man  requires. 

1 1269.  CliairvuinJ]  Are  the  children  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  workhouse  occa- 
■  sionally  ? — The  children  are  allowed  to  walk  out,  the  boys  one  day,  and  the  girls 

another,  I  think. 

1 1270.  Generally  speaking,  have  you  observed  in  the  condition  of  any  class  of 
any  of  the  inmates  in  the  workhouse  any  appearance  of  want  of  health  ? — I  think 
the  children  are  remarkably  healthy. 

11271.  With  respect  to  the  other  classes,  should  you  say  that  there  was,  arising 
from  the  confinement  or  insufficiency  of  diet,  any  thing  which  indicated  a  want  of 
health  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

Henry  Musgrave  Musgrave,  Esq.,  again  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

H.M.  Mus'na-"c         M272.  Chairman.]   WILL  you  refer  to  8228:  the   witness  is  asked,  "Does 
Esq.  the  scarcity  of  work  and  the  dread  of  having  to  come  to   the  workhouse  operate 

to  induce  them  to  accept  lower  wages  than    they  otherwise   would   do  ?  "  and  he 

answers,  that  it  does,  and  that  he  is  prepared  to  give  an  explanation  of  that ; 
"  Six  married  men  were  working  for  Mr.  Alusgrave  at  1  ,y.  a  day,"  and  he  gives 
their  names ;  and  then  he  says,  "  he  told  them,  if  they  chose,  thej'  might  come  at 
1  s.  a  day  ;  they-  did  so,  they  had  no  other  course  to  take,  either  to  do  that  or 
,  starve;"  have  you  any  explanation  to  give  of  that? — I  have;  I   was   very  much 

•  surprised  when  I  heard  Mr.  Turner  make  that  representation  before  the  Commit- 

tee on  the  2d  of  May  ;  and  on  the  following  meeting  I  took  an  opportunity  of 
asking  Mr.  Turner  whether  he  had  seen  the  men  whose  names  he  had  given, 
namely,  Robert  Cox,  William  Cox,  William  Harris,  John  Cox,  James  Hyde 
and  Joseph  Denton,  whether  he  had  really  seen  them  picking  up  twitch  on 
Mr.  Musgrave's  land  ?  he  said,  "  If  you  doubt  my  statement  call  them  up."'  I 
naturally  felt  very  much  aggrieved  when  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Musgrave  had 
-  given  those  six  married  men  work  at  only  I  5.  a  daj'  ;  I  wrote  immediately  to  my 
father,  and,  with  your  permission,  I  will  read  the  letter  which  I  have  in  my  hand  ; 
it  is  dated  from  my  father's  house,  in  Shillington,  May  3d  :  "  Your  letter  reached 
me  this  morning,  just  as  I  was  leaving  home  to  attend  the  Ampthill  bench  ;  I  was 
not  a  little  surpiisod  to  learn  that  Mr.  lurner  had  stated  to  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
mittee that  I  had  offered  half-a-dozen  married  men  1*.  each  a  day  to  pick  up 
twitch;  you  may  take  m}^  word  that  I  never  saw,  nor  did  your  brother  nor  our 
bailiff,  any  one  of  the  men  Mr.  Turner  has  named,  nor  have  I  ever  offered  such 
wages  to  any  man  in  the  parish,  nor  was  there  any  such  work  as  twitching  being 
performed  on  any  land  that  I  farm,  worth  naming;  you  may  safely  contradict  or 
defy,  the  proof.  I  have  always  made  it  a  rule  to  reward  every  man  fairly  for  his 
labour,  and  I  have  this  day  made  particular  inquiries  whether  any  labourer  on 

the 
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the  farm  is  paid  reduced  wages,  and    I  find   that  not  a  man   has  less  than  Os.  a    H.  M.  Mtugruxe, 
week,  and  our  taskers  earn  from  ll.s.  to  13*.  a  week."   Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  Esq. 

to  state  that  my  father  farms  400  acres,  90  out  of  the  400  are  pasture.  "  Turner  — -^— — 
and  Crabtree  went  to  William  Weston,"  he  is  one  of  those  that  have  been  given  "^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 
in  as  having  a  place  of  constant  work,  "  one  of  my  labourers,  and  asked  his 
wife  what  her  husband  receives ;  she  told  him  that  he  always  drew  \Qs.  every 
week,  and  left  the  balance  of  his  money  towards  liquidating  a  debt  for  a  load  of 
wheat,  with  which  you  know  we  always  accommodate  our  men ;"  we  let  the  men 
have  wheat  at  the  market  price,  which  is  a  great  accommodation  to  them,  "  and 
let  them  pay  for  the  same  by  small  instalments;  Turner  and  Crabtree  then  in- 
sisted upon  knowing  how  Weston  lived  ;  she  replied,  '  If  you  must  know,  myself 
and  younger  child  have  porridge  for  breakfast,  and  my  husband  and  sons,  who  go  to 
work,  have  bread  and  meat  for  breaktast  and  dinner,  and  a  pint  of  strong  beer  ; 
we  fare  well,  all  of  us,  by  Mr.  Musgrave  employing  my  husband  and  sons  ;' 
poor  Weston  actually  cried  when  he  found  that  it  had  been  reported  so  falsely, 
and  said,  '  Be  assured,  sir,  I  never  saw  those  men,'  meaning  Messrs.  Turner 
and  Crabtree,  '  and  had  I,  I  should  have  told  ihem  that  I  was  gratefully 
thankful  with  the  good  and  constant  emi)loyment  myself  and  sons  have  under 
you.*  You  will  scarcely  believe  it  when  I  tell  you  that  on  400  acres,  90  of 
which  are  pasture,  I  have  at  this  time  57  men  and  eight  boys  employed  ;  they 
are  hoeing,  stocking  up  hetlge-rows,  making  hedges,  under-draining;  in  short, 
I  am  doing,  as  I  ever  have  done,  every  thing  in  my  power  to  e.Tiploy  all  who  I 
can  find  employment  for  or  are  willing  to  work ;  the  same  number  of  57  men 
cannot  be  continued,  but  we  keep,  as  you  well  know,  always  a  full  complement 
of  men,  and  what  is  more,  keep  them  on  summer  and  winter,  and  not  a  man 
paid  under  the  very  best  wages  ;  in  fact,  I  am  confident  that  there  is  not  a  man 
of  character  in  the  parish  of  Shitlington  who  would  not  be  happy  to  be  in  my 
employment ;  the  cottage  rents,  as  you  well  know,  are  paid  to  the  day,  and  are 
very  low,  and  the  state  of  repair  I  keep  them  in  and  the  gardens  and  land  I  give 
the  labourers  to  set  potatoes  in,  are  highly  appreciated  ;  ^Veston  and  his  two  little 
boys  earn  17>J.  a  week,  winter  and  summer." 

11273.  ■^^i'-  Liddcll.']   Is  the  writer  of  the  letter  in  town? — He  is  in  the  room. 

11274.  Chairman,  (to  Mr.  Musgrave,  sen.)] — Are  you  the  writer  of  that 
letter  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  letter. 

1127.5.  Mr.  Frtsl{fidd.'\  Are  the  facts  correctly  stated  in  that  letter? — I  beg 
leave  to  say  one  thing,  I  had  that  information  from  my  son ;  I  did  not  see  the  men 
myself;  I  say  that  those  are  facts,  as  they  came  to  me  from  my  son,  who  \^ent 
and  had  them  from  the  parties  themselves. 

1 1  27G.  What  relates  to  yourself  is  true  ? — It  is  true. 

11277.  Chairma)}.']  Were  those  labourers  employed  by  you? — Weston  and 
sons  are  on  my  farm ;  but  I  never  interfere  in  my  farming  business. 

11278.  Were  those  men  uho  were  mentioned  by  Mr.  Turner,  Robert  Cox. 
William  Cox,  \\'illiam  Harris,  John  Cox,  James  Hyde  and  Joseph  Denton, 
employed  by  you  ? — No,  I  have  never  employed  them;  I  understand,  since  that 
letter  was  written,  that  they  have,  one  or  two  of  them,  been  working  on  my  land  ; 
one  of  the  Cox's  has  been  working  since  that  letter. 

1 1279.  What  is  he  paid  ? — I  cannot  say. 

11280.  '^Iw  Hoili^esJ]  Then,  all  that  you  can  certify  is.  that,  according  to  the 
best  of  your  judgment,  that  is  a  correct  statement;  but  of  your  own  knowledge, 
you  do  not  know  that  it  is  so? — From  my  own  knowledge,  I  do  not;  but  to  the 
best  of  my  belief,  it  is  strictly  correct. 

11281.  Chairman,  (to  Mr.  il/M.v£;v«tv_',  jun.)] — Do  you  act  as  a  magistrate  in  , 
the  county  of  Bedford  : — Yes,  I  do. 

11282.  Have  you  acted  as  a  magistrate  for  some  time.' — About  six  or  seven 
years. 

1 1283.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  acting  at  Ampthill  ? — Yes,  I  am. 

112S4.  Has  it  been  your  practice,  if  any  poor  man  is  found  gathering  a  few 
sticks  to  send  him  to  the  tread-mill  ? — I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Turner  means  by 
gathering  a  few  sticks;  for  stealing  wood,  which  would  come  under  Peel's  Act,  if 
the  evidence  be  such  as  to  warrant  a  conviction,  and  if  the  man  does  not  pay 
such  fine  as  the  magistrates,  after  having  heard  the  facts  connected  with  the 
circumstance,  think  the  oflence  warrants,  the  party  then  is  committed  to  the  House 

4'4-  B  '  of 
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H.  M.  Mufgraie,    of  Correction  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two  months  ;  he  cannot  be  committed 
^*1'  longer,  under  the  Act,  except  in  the  case  of  a  second  offence. 

»a  May  1838.  U'^^Sj.    Do  you  consider  the  expression  of  "being  sent  to  the  tread-mill  for 

gathering  a  few  sticks"  to  be  inaccurate,  and  not  descriptive  of  your  practice  ? — 
Very  inaccurate  indeed,  and  quite  improper ;  the  words  of  the  Act  are  "  unlaw- 
fully, break  and  damage,  with  intent  to  steal." 

111286.  In  the  instances  that  have  been  alluded  to,  of  men  gatherino-  a  few 
sticks,  and  being  sent  to  the  treadmill,  had  they  injured  and  broken  the  trees  so  as 
to  bring  them  within  the  Act  that  you  allude  to?— Precisely  ;  that  was  the  case; 
it  is  quite  preposterous  to  imagine  for  a  moment  that  a  magistrate  could  commit 
a  person  for  merely  gathering  a  few  sticks. 

112S7.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Are  offences  of  this  nature,  stealing  wood,  or  trespassing 
for  the  purpose  of  stealing  wood,  of  frequent  occurrence  in  your  part  of  the 
country? — No,  I  do  not  think  so,  in  the  Ampthill  division. 

11:288.  Are  they  more  frequent  now  than  they  were  five  years  back  ? — No,  I 
do  not  think  there  are  so  many  offences. 

11289.  Are  you  able  to  speak  positively  upon  that  point? — I  can  speak  posi- 
tively upon  the  point,  for  I  have  a  return  showing  that  there  is  a  decrease  in  the 
stealing  of  parts  of  trees. 

1 1 290.  What  is  that  which  you  hold  in  your  hand  ? — This  is  a  return  from  the 
keeper  of  the  new  gaol  at  Bedford  :  "  Sir, — I  have,  agreeably  to  your  request, 
furnished  the  following  statement  from  the  book  of  prisoners  who  have  been  in  my 
custody." — "  Mr.  Treganza  wishes  to  know  if  you  meant  to  have  all  who  have  been 
convicted  and  committed  to  the  gaol  and  the  old  house  of  correction  before  they 
were  sent  here  for  labour,  those  in  the  table  only  apply  to  the  new  house  of  correc- 
tion ;  but  I  think  you  will  perfectly  agree  with  me,  that  there  must  be  a  great  dimi- 
nution, from  the  several  headings  ;  for  instance,  the  game  laws,  and  during  the  last 
two  years  all  convictions  from  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  and  assizes,  and 
the  summary  convictions,  have  been  sent  to  this  prison,  which  used  not  to  be  the 
case,  so  that  the  two  last  years  will  give  you  the  total  number;  from  Easter  1832 
to  Easter  1833,  17;  from  1833  to  1834,  23  ;  1834  to  1835,  21  ;  1835  to  1830,  30; 
1836  to  1837,  3G  ;  1837  to  1838,  35." 

11291.  Chairman.l  That  shows  a  considerable  increase  in  that  particular 
offence,  does  it  not? — It  does. 

1 1  292.  Is  that  with  reference  to  persons  committed  to  the  gaol  at  Bedford  ? — 
This  includes  persons  who  have  been  tried ;  he  says  that  the  number  in  those 
columns  applies  to  convictions  at  the  quarter  sessions,  and  the  assizes,  and  sum- 
marily ;  now  I  remember  a  case  at  the  last  assizes,  where  men  stole  some  planks, 
and  that  would  be  called  stealing  wood;  and  the  men  were  put  upon  their  trial. 

1 1293.  Mr.  Hodges.]  And  in  addition  there  would  be  persons  who  were  tried 
and  not  convicted  ? — Yes,  there  would  ;  the  clerk  of  the  peace  files  the  convictions, 
and  from  him  a  return  can  be  procured. 

1 1  294.  Since  it  appears  that  those  offences  are  very  greatly  increased  in  your 
part  of  the  country,  is  it  not  fairly  to  be  attributed  to  a  general  deterioration  of 
condition  on  the  part  of  the  labouring  people  in  that  country  ? — No,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  entirely. 

1 1 295.  To  what  other  cause  can  you  attribute  it? — I  think  it  will  be  found  that 
•                      the  persons  who  generally  go  out  breaking  trees  and  damaging  fences  are  parties 

.  of  no  character,  who  have  come  out  of  prison,  and  who%  for  the  sake  of  making 

some  start  in  their  own  parish,  go  and  steal  wood,  not  for  the  purpose  of  taking- 
it  home  to  their  families  to  provide  for  any  domestic  want,  but  to  sell  to  get  beer 
with  ;   I  have  found  that  to  be  the  case  in  many  instances. 

11296.  Were  not  there  people  of  indifferent  character,  and  men  discharged 
from  gaol,  and  men  fond  of  beer,  in  1832  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

11207.  Can  you  give  any  other  reason  besides  that  which  you  have  now  given, 
to  account  for  that  increase? — No;  I  hardly  know  to  what  to  attribute  tlie 
increase. 

1 1 208.  Chairman.]  Are  there  any  points  upon  which  you  would  wish  to  give 
the  Committee  any  information  ? — There  is  a  part  of  the  bastardy  clauses  that  I 
do  not  exactly  approve  of 

11200.  Will  you  state  your  reason  for  not  approving  of  them? — I  think  there 
are  to  be  met  with  in  every  part  of  England,  among  women,  persons  who,  up  to  the 

period 
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period  of  their  deviation  from  the  strict  paths  of  virtue,  have  borne  an  irreproach-    H.  M.  blusgrne, 
able  character  ;  now  I  would  permit  a  person  who  could  produce  a  certificate,  ^*^- 

under  the  hand  of  the  resident  minister  of  the  parish,  the  churchwardens  and 
six  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  certifying  that  the  party  seduced,  up  to  the  ^"^  ^^  ■^ 
period  of  her  deviation,  has  borne  an  irreproachable  character,  to  be  examined 
at  a  special  sessions,  by  not  less  than  three  magistrates,  and  if  they  were 
satisfied  that  her  tale  was  true,  that  proceedings  should  issue  to  bring  forward 
the  person  whom  she  states  to  be  the  father  of  her  child ;  and  if  he  were  in 
the  labouring  class  of  society,  I  would  give  the  three  magistrates  power  to 
fine  that  person  any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  20/.  ;  and  if  he  did  not  pav 
that  money,  I  would  commit  him  to  the  treadmill  for  any  period  not  exceeding 
six  months  ;  above  the  rank  of  a  labourer,  I  would  fine  him  not  exceeding 
100/.;  Avhat  would  be  the  consequences?  there  is  many  a  girl  seduced  in  an 
unguarded  moment,  at  the  difierent  fairs  and  places  of  entertainment  that 
occur  in  rural  districts ;  this  girl  in  a  thoughtless  moment  yields,  and  when,  a 
year  afterwards,  serious  consequences  ensue,  her  seducer  says,  "  You  have  got 
yourself  into  a  scrape,  you  may  do  as  well  as  you  can  " ;  she  goes  before  the 
board  ;  the  remedy  is  farcical  :  there  have  been,  since  the  Poor  Law  Act  came  into 
operation  in  our  part  of  the  country,  only  two  appeals  made  to  the  quarter  ses- 
sions, and  the  most  indecent  course  of  examination  was  gone  into  as  the  corrobo- 
rative evidence  which  is  required  on  the  part  of  the  party  seduced  ;  it  has  failed 
in  both  cases  that  came  before  the  session.  If  an  inquiry  took  place  before  a 
bench  of  magistrates,  of  not  less  than  three,  to  adjudicate  upon  tlie  case,  the  man, 
knowing  that  an  exposure  would  ensue  which  would  easily  get  wind  in  the 
county,  would  make  arrangements  with  the  girl  and  say,  "  If  you  will  not  give  in 
my  name  or  say  any  thing  about  it,  I  will  take  care  and  provide  for  you,  or  vou 
may  depend  upon  this,  that  I  will  do  something  to  assist  you  from  being  obliged  to 
apply  to  the  board  of  guardians  for  relief:"  or  I  would  go  even  further  than  that ; 
in  the  case  of  the  first  child,  I  would  almost  be  inclined  to  give  some  portion  of 
the  money  which  is  paid  to  the  woman,  instead  of  only  affording  her  relief  in 
the  workhouse  ;  I  am  speaking  of  persons  of  character,  and  there  are  such  ;  there 
has  been,  and  I  fear  ever  will  be,  from  the  prince  to  the  peasant,  victims  of 
seduction. 

11300.  ^l\\  Barneby.^  If  such  plans  were  adopted,  to  whom  should  the 
penalties  go  ? — I  am  inclined  to  apportion  a  part  of  it  to  the  mother  of  the  first 
child. 

11 301.  To  whom  should  the  residue  go  r — It  should  go  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
union  towards  the  poor-rates. 

1 1 302.  Do  vou  not  think  that  that  would  be  a  premium  to  women  to  make 
those  applications,  if  any  part  was  to  be  applied  to  their  maintenance? — That  is 
secondary,  the  allowing  her  to  have  part  of  the  money ;  I  would  give  up  granting 
her  any  part  of  the  money  ;  I  would  let  it  be  a  fine.  How  monstrous  was  it  under 
the  old  system,  that  the  woman  was  incarcerated  for  12  months'  hard  labour  for 
having  a  bastard  child. 

11303.  Then,  on  consideration,  you  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
apply  any  part  of  the  penalty  to  the  support  of  the  mother  ? — I  would  give  up  that. 

11304.  And  if  100/.  were  the  amount  of  the  penalty,  do  you  think  that  should 
go  to  the  treasurer  of  the  union,  to  be  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  district? — No  ; 
it  should  go  to  the  poor-rate  of  the  parish  to  which  the  woman  belongs. 

11305.  Would  you  take  the  oath  of  the  woman,  without  any  corroborative 
evidence? — I  would  allow  an  examination  to  take  place  in  the  presence  of  not 
less  than  three  magistrates;  I  think  the  corroborative  evidence  that  is  now- 
required  under  the  Act  cannot  take  place,  even  in  the  most  abandoned  cases. 

1 130(1.  I  am  not  making  any  comparison  between  your  plan  and  that  which  is 
now  in  existence  ;  but  uould  you  require  any  corroborative  evidence  to  the 
woman's  statement? — No  ;  I  think  if  she  were  able  to  bring  a  certificate  that  up 
to  the  period  of  her  seduction  she  has  borne  a  good  character,  that  would  be 
suflicient. 

11307.  Would  not  that  be  placing  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  in  a  very 
disagreeable  situation  for  young  women  to  go  to  him  for  a  certificate  of  their 
modesty  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that. 

11308.  Mr.  Frex/ijiehl.]  Would  the  certificate  asked  of  the  clergyman  and  the 
respectable  inhabifrmts,  be  any  thino-  more  than  women  are  in  the  habit  of 
obtaining,  and  men  too,  as  testimonials  of  their  general  reputation? — No. 

414.  *         B  2  11309.  Would 


12      MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

H.  M.  Mtisgraxe,        1 1 3<>Q-  Would  it  not  be  a  sufficient  protection  if  the  woman   was  allowed, 
Esq.  without  corroborative  evidence,  to  be  the  witness,  as  the  magistrates  would  judge 

■ for  themselves  whether  her  story  was  credible  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

-2  May  1838.  11310.  Depending  upon  her  manner  of  giving  her  evidence  and  her  general 

character? — That  is  my  o[)inion. 

11311.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  cases  of  bastardy,  though  not  in  your 
parish,  that  have  not  become  questions  of  appeal  ? — Yes,  many. 

11312.  Have  you,  from  your  observation  upon  the  subject,  any  reason  to 
believe,  as  far  as  you  can  form  a  judgment,  that  the  circumstance  of  men  being 
now  protected  from  all  liability  to  provide  for  their  children,  has  operated  as  an 
inducement  to  the  commission  of  crime  ? — I  think  it  has;  I  do  really  think  so. 

11313.  Mr.  Barncby.'\  Have  you  turned  your  attention  at  all  to  the  point, 
whether  the  same  evidence  and  the  same  examination  which  is  now  requisite  to 
be  taken  before  the  magistrates  at  quarter  sessions,  might  not  be  taken  before  the 
magistrates  at  petty  sessions,  who  might  be  enabled  to  make  the  requisite  order  ? 
— I  think  the  corroborative  evidence  which  is  now  required,  under  the  Act,  defeats 
the  protection  which  I  wish  to  grant  to  the  class  of  females  that  I  have  particularly 
alluded  to. 

11314.  But  would  it  not  prevent  the  exposure  which  now  takes  place  in  a 
public  court,  if  it  took  place  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions? — I  think  it 
would  be  better  that  it  should  not  take  place  at  quarter  sessions. 

Mr.  Thomas  William  Overman,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

MT.T.W.Ozermun.       1131 5-  Chairman.']  YOU  are  a  farmer  in  the  Union  of  Ampthill  ? — I  am. 
11310.  In  which  parish? — I  reside  in  the  parish  of  Maulden. 

11317.  Do  you  hold  a  considerable  quantity  of  land  ? — Six  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  in  that  parish. 

11318.  How  long  have  you  farmed  there  ? — Twenty-four  years. 

]i3iq.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  board  of  guardians  at  its  original  forma- 
tion ?— I  have  been  from  the  first. 

1 1320.  Is  Maulden  near  Ampthill  ? — Yes,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Ampthill. 

11321.  Have  you  very  much  attended  to  the  business  of  the  board  of  guar- 
dians since  you  have  been  a  member? — I  have,  nearly  constantly. 

11322.  Are  ycu  vice-chairman  of  the  board? — I  am,  and  have  been  for  the 
last  two  years. 

11323.  Having  farmed  land  for  some  time  before  the  law  was  introduced,  you 
must  be  acquainted  with  the  effects,  if  any,  which  that  law  has  produced  upon 
the  labourers  in  your  union  generally ;  what  have  been  the  effects  produced  upon 

•   the  condition  and  comforts  of  the  labouring  poor  in  the   Union  of  Ampthill  ? — 
;Much  improved,  they  being  much  more  in  work. 

1 1324.  Is  the  amount  of  employment  very  much  greater,  do  you  think  r — It  is 
very  much  increased. 

1132.';.  Is  the  amount  of  employment  by  the  farmers  very  much  increased,  or 
is  it  increased  by  accidental  circumstances,  such  as  from  the  railroads  and  other 
great  works  which  have  been  undertaken? — It  is  increased  by  the  farmers 
employing  more  men. 

11326.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  more  men  are  employed  now  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil  than  were  employed  before  the  Poor  Law  was  introduced  ? — Many 
more. 

11327.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that? — The  willingness  on  the  part  of  the 
men  to  work,  and  the  ability  on  the  part  of  the  employers  to  employ  them. 

1 1328.  You  mean  that  the  farmer  has  been  enabled,  by  the  saving  that  he  has 
liad  the  benefit  of  from  the  diminution  of  the  rates,  to  employ  a  greater  number 
of  men  ? — I  consider  so. 

1 1 329.  Do  you  consider  that  the  farmers  generally,  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
employ  a  greater  number  of  men  than  formerly  ? — I  should  say  certainly,  from 
knowing  the  country  for  24  years,  and  being  a  close  observer  of  that,  and  more 
particularly  during  the  last  six  months,  from  having  had  an  opportunity  of  going 
over  13  parishes  with  a  view  to  re-assess,  I  can  speak  most  positively  that  there 
is  more  work  than  I  have  ever  seen  before. 

1 1330.  Have  you  been  employed  as  a  valuer  to  value  and  assess  a  great  many 
parishes? — I  have;  I  have  been  over  32,000  acres  within  the  last  six  months. 

11 331 .  But  speaking  of  that  part  of  the  country  which  has  been  for  some  time 
under  your  observation,  and  which  you  knew  familiarly  before  the  new  Poor  Law 

*  was 
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was  introduced  ;  should  you  say,  that  the  amount  of  employment  upon  the  soil  Mr.T.JF. Overman. 

was  much  increased  ? — Very  much.  

11332.  Has  that  been  the  case  for   some  time? — Within  the  last  two  years  32  May  1838. 
more  particularly  ;  within  the  last  three  years  there  has  been  an  increase,  but 

more  particularly  within  the  last  two  years. 

1 1333.  Has  that  increase  been  attended  with  any  perceptible  difference  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  ground  ? — Certainly,  even  to  common  observers. 

11334.  Speaking  as  a  practical  farmer,  well  acquainted  with  tlie  farming  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  speaking  of  your  own  neighbourhood  and  of  your  own 
parish,  and  of  that  which  comes  under  your  own  immediate  observation,  do  you 
undertake  to  say  that  you  observe  a  difference  in  the  cultivation  of  the  ground  ? 
— To  a  very  great  extent. 

1 133.5.  Is  it  that  the  mode  of  cultivation  has  changed,  or  that  a  greater  number 
of  persons  have  been  em-ployed  upon  the  same  description  of  work  ? — A  greater 
jiumber  of  people  are  employed  upon  the  farms  ;  I  see  more  men  at  work. 

1 1336.  Has  there  been  more  draining  ? — Yes. 

11337.  Is  it  true  that  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  cultivation  of  wheat  in 
your  part  of  the  country,  and  that  it  is  more  the  practice  to  set  wheat  than 
formerly  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  that  at  all  ;  I  do  not  think  the  setting  of  wheat 
has  increased. 

11338.  Do  you  observe,  in  your  own  parish  of  Maulden,  or  in  any  of  those 
parishes  with  which  you  may  be  acquainted,  that  the  able-bodied  labourers  of 
good  character  have  a  difficulty  in  finding  employment? — No,  they  have  not;  a 
man  who  is  willing  to  get  a  day's  work  can  easily  get  it. 

n33q.  Do  you  observe  in  your  own  parish  many  men  who  are  unable  to 
obtain  employment  ? — I  do  not. 

11340.  Before  the  introduction  of  the  law,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  same 
class  of  people? — A  considerable  number  of  people  were  kept  wholly  by  the 
parish. 

11341.  How  were  they  employed? — Partly  standing  about  in  different  places  ; 
sometimes  they  were  set  to  work  at  the  sand-hill  ;  but  it  was  difficult  to  keep  them 
to  work  ;  in  fact,  they  would  not  work. 

11342.  The  work  which  they  did  was  of  very  little  value? — It  was  valueless. 

11343.  •^'^^  the  occupation  was  not  an  occupation  of  industry? — It  was  not, 
but  the  contrary. 

11344.  With  regard  to  the  remuneration  of  the  labourers,  has  there  been  any 
alteration  in  that  respect? — There  has  been  an  increase;  within  the  last  three 
years  wages  have  advanced. 

11345.  Do  you  mean  by  that,  daily  wages? — Yes;  in  1834,  85.  a  week  was 
generally  given,  and  I  believe  in  some  few  instances  7  s.  ;  now  it  is  9  s.,  the 
common  wages  of  the  country. 

1 1346.  You  yourself  have  farmed  in  that  parish  for  some  time;  what  were  you 
in  the  habit  of  giving  your  labourers  in  1832,  1833  and  1834? — In  1832  it  was 
9.?.  a  week,  or  10*.  ;  wheat  was  high,  then  it  came  down  very  much,  and  in 
1834  wheat  was  exceedingly  low,  very  little  more  than  5. v.  a  busliel. 

11347.  What  wages  Avere  you  giving  at  that  time? — Eight  shillings,  which 
would  not  have  been  continued,  only  the  farmers  knew  that  wheat  could  not  con- 
tinue to  be  sold  at  5*.  a  bushel ;  had  it  continued  so  the  next  year,  I  iiave  no 
doubt  that  wages  would  have  been  down  to  1  *-.  a  day. 

1 1 34S.  What  are  wages  now  ? — One  shilling  and  sixpence  a  day  for  day- 
work. 

.  11349.  Is  that  what  you  give  your  own  labourers? — Yes,  when  they  work  by 
the  day. 

1 1 3,-iO.  Is  there  much  task-work  in  your  part  of  the  country  ? — A  considerable 
deal,  and  most  farmers  put  all  they  can  upon  task-work. 

11351.  What  are  the  principal  occupations  at  which  they  are  employed  ? — 
Hedging,  ditching,  draining  and  thrashing,  filling  mould-cart  and  muck-cart ;  and 
we  do  all  by  the  load. 

11352.  Is  it  more  the  practice  of  the  farmers  to  give  task-work  now  than 
formerly  ? — It  is. 

11353.  I'o  you  observe  that  the  prices  of  the  task-work  have  advanced  within 
the  last  few  years? — I  do  not  think  task-work  has  increased  so  much,  because  it 
never  decreased  so  much. 

1 1 354.  Have  you  observed  that  it  has  decreased  latterly  ?-^Certainly  not. 

4'4-  ^  3  11355-  It 
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Mt.  T.lf^'.Ovennan        11 355.   It  lias  been  stated  that  the  wages  paid   for  task-work   for  thrashing-, 

~~        bean-settino;,   and  one  or  two   otlier  particulars,  have  fallen ;  have  you  observed 

22  May  1838.  ji^^j  ^Yic  price  of  task-work  has  fallen  ? — It  has  fallen,  but  why  ?  the  corn  has  cast 
so  much  better  in  the  last  two  years  ;  I  will  give  an  instance :  a  neighbour  of 
mine  is  giving  1  .v.  C  d.  a  load  for  thrashing  wheat,  and  in  another  barn  the  man 
has  2  s.  6  d.;  but  the  man  having  1  s.  (id.  can  earn  more  than  the  other  at  2  s.  6d. 
1 13')C).  Does  that  depend  upon  the  condition  in  which  the  wheat  is  housed  ? — 
Yes,  and  the  different  kind  of  wheat ;  one  piece  of  laud  grows  more  straw  than 
another. 

•  1 13/57.  Then,  as  far  as  tharshing  of  corn  is  concerned,  you'believe  the  price  for 
thrashing  is  regulated  by  the  yield  of  the  wheat? — Yes,  and  the  quantity  of 
straw. 

1 13.58.  So  that  it  will  sometimes  happen  tliat  with  a  lower  nominal  amount  of 
wages,  a  man  will  earn  more  than  another  with  a  higher  nominal  amount  of  wages  r 
— Yes  ;  bean-setting  this  year  was  certainly  lower  than  other  years ;  but  why  ? 
land  this  year  has  been  so  pulverized  by  the  frost,  that  it  was  a  better  job  for  a  man 
at  4  s.  than  it  was  last  year  at  7  s. 

1135Q.  Mi\  LiddclL']  The  land  worked  so  much  lighter? — Yes;  allusion  was 
made  to  setting  beans  by  the  bushel ;  I  certainly  never  heard  of  any  other  instance 
of  that  sort ;  it  is  most  unusual  to  do  it  in  that  way  ;  no  one  but  bunglers  would 
do  it,  because  it  is  the  interest  of  the  man  to  get  rid  of  the  beans,  for  the  more 
bushels  he  sets  to  the  acre  the  more  he  gets. 

113(10.  Mr.  Fres/ijield.]  Have  you  the  means  of  knowing,  from  the  quantity  of 
work  a  man  docs,  whether  he  obtains  fair  wages  or  not? — Yes. 

1 1 3G 1 .  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you,  that  by  this  reduced  rate  of  task-work 
injustice  was  done  to  the  labourers  ? — None  whatever,  the  man's  earnings  per  week 
will  make  as  much,  and  in  many  instances  more  than  formerly. 

11362.  Mr.  Lidde It.}  You  have  stated  that  there  is  a  decided  increase  of 
employment  in  the  last  three  years  ;  is  there  any  increase  of  M'ages  ? — I  could  give 
instances  where  farmers  have  paid  considerably  more  for  labour  in  the  year  upon 
several  different  farms. 

1 13(13.  That  is  from  having  employed  more  labourers  ? — There  is  more  money 
spent  upon  the  farms,  therefore  I  presume  that  there  is  more  labour ;  a  good  deal 
will  depend  upon  the  means  of  the  farmer ;  if  the  farmer's  income  is  small,  of 
course  his  outlay  must  be  small;  in  1832  when  I  state  ds.  as  the  wages,  corn  was 
much  dearer,  and  the  farmers  had  the  ability  to  give  good  wages. 

1  i3t)4.  Mr.  Hodges.]  In  1832,  when  the  wages  were  at  10s.,  did  the  labourers 
employed  receive  any  relief  from  the  parish  ? — Not  the  men  in  constant  work,  or 
hardlv  ever  ;  it  was  a  rare  instance. 

'  13''.5'  Chairman.]  Did  they  before  that  period  ? — In  some  few  parishes  they 
did,  but  the  men  who  received  head-money  were  men  principally  who  were  not 
in  constant  work. 

ii3()6.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Could  a  man  and  six  children  subsist  themselves  upon 
10s.  a  week  ? — They  did,  and  they  lived  very  well. 

1 1367.  Without  any  assistance  from  the  parish  '? — Yes. 

11368.  Mr.  Walker.]  Are  the  Committee  to  infer  that  wages  are  much  the 
same  as  they  were,  but  that  there  is  a  great  deal  more  employment  ? — Yes,  there 
is  an  advance  of  1  s.  a  week  in  task-work. 

11369.  As  compared  with  1833,  there  is  a  great  deal  more  labour  at  present? 

—Yes.  " 

1 1370.  C/iairman.]  There  has  been  a  great  saving  in  the  rates  ? — Yes. 

n  371 .  That  has  gone  to  the  relief  of  the  occupiers  of  the  soil ;  do  you  believe 
that  they  have,  generally,  in  your  neighbourhood,  applied  any  great  part  of  that 
savino-  in  giving  additional  employment  to  the  labourers  ? — I  do. 

1 1372.  Have  you  any  statement  which  can  substantiate  that  opinion  ? — Yes,  I 

•  wrote  from  this  Committee-room,  on  the  22d  March,  after  observing  the  line  of 
examination,  to  11  different  farmers  in  the  union  ;  and  here  are  their  answers. 

11373.  Can  you  undertake  to  say  that  those  are  the  answers  that  you  received 
from  the  farmers  ? — I  can. 

1 1374.  Do  you  know  the  farmers  ? — Yes  :  the  first  is  from  Mr.  Lines  of  Shit- 
lington  ;  he  says,  "  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot  give  you  a  correct  account  of 
my" last  three  years' Jabour  on  my  farm;  as  I  have  a  great  many  day-labourers 
which  I  do  not  book,  but,  according  to  my  weekly  payments,  as  near  as  I  can 

judge. 
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judge,  it  has  cost  me  800/.  per  year  at  least;  as  to  the  condition  of  the  poor,  I  yir.T.W.Oierman. 

have  lived  in  this  parish  30  years  and  never  knew  the  poor  so  well   satisfied.'* 

Then  again  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Lines  to  a.sk  him  if  he  could  give  me  a  little  more  ^'^  ^^^y  *^3^- 
detail,  and  here  is  a  letter  that  I  received  afterwards  :  "Sir,  I  pay  a  great  deal 
more  for  labour  than  I  did  three  years  back  ;  I  likewise  pay  more  for  task-work 
and  employ  more  men;  I  have  41  labourers  on  my  farm;  they  work  better,  and 
are  a  great  deal  more  contented  than  they  were  before  ;  I  could  not  go  to  bed 
safe  at  night  without  having  a  man  to  watch,  but  now  we  have  no  depredations 
committed,  and  Shitlington  is  not  like  the  same  place."  Another  is  from  Mr. 
Harradine  of  Hawnes :  "Dear  sir,  I  received  your  letter  this  afternoon,  (this  is 
March  24th)  and  will  answer  it  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment ;  my  able-  • 

bodied  men,  from  20  years  old  and  upwards,  I  am  giving  one-third  of  them  10 jr. 
the  other  12s.  and  the  other  9s.  per  week  during  the  winter  season  ;  the  month 
of  hay-time,  those  that  work  by  the  pieqe,  16*.  and  those  by  the  day,  12  s.  per  week, 
and  four  pints  of  ale  in  a  day  ;  the  month  of  harvest  I  give  the  men  1  /.  per  week, 
boys  of  IG  years  old,  5s.,  of  1.'3  years,  2s.  Gd.,  of  12  years,  2s.,  of  10  years,  1  s.  Gd. ; 
I  raise  their  wages  in  the  months  of  hay-time  and  harvest,  in  proportion  as  1  do 
the  men's ;  this  is  what  I  have  been  paying  for  the  three  last  years  ;  I  likewise  give 
them  a  pint  of  milk  and  as  much  small  beer  as  they  please  to  have,  the  whole  of 
the  year  ;  I  also  employ  them  all  the  year,  so  that  they  lose  no  time  from  the 
unfavourableness  of  the  weather,  and  which,  I  believe,  is  a  general  custom  through- 
out the  parish  ;  the  poor,  I  believe,  have  been  much  better  oft'  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  than  they  were  previous  to  that  time  ;  there  seems  to  be  no  distress  • 

whatever;  the  old  and  infirm  people,  I  believe,  are' now  receiving  more  money 
than  they  were  four  years  ago."  The  next  is  from  Mr.  Crouch,  of  Clopliill,  one 
of  our  best  farmers  :  "  In  answer  to  your  note,  I  have  taken  out  what  I  have  paid 
for  the  three  years,  from  April  1834  to  1835,  419Z.  13  s.  3</. ;  1835  to  1836, 
425/.  2s.  Ifl'. ;  and  from  183G  to  1837,  440/.  18s.  8d.  The  land  in  my  occu- 
pation is  about  370  acres.  I  think  you  are  in  possession  of  the  cases  that  Turner 
has  made  out."  Then  he  refers  to  those  cases ;  but  I  will  not  read  that.  Another 
is  from  Mr.  Eve,  of  Silsoe  :  "  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  forward  you  the  annual 
amount  paid  by  me  for  labour  upon  a  farm  of  255  acres,  partly  grass,  in  the  )'ears 

1834,  1835,  1836,  1837,  ending  December.     In  the  year   1834,  360/.  9  s.  \d.; 

1835,  372/.  8s.  2d.  ;  1836,  375/.  18s.  ;  1837,  383/.  3s."  Now  I  should  remark, 
that  those  two  last  gentlemen  were  men  that  always  employed  an  immense  deal 
of  labour,  whose  farms  were  up  to  the  mark  before,  who  did  not  want  any  addi- 
tional labour,  but  they  still  have  some.  The  next  is  from  Mr.  Squires,  cf  Silsoe  ; 
he  only  gives  the  rate  of  wages  per  week  :  "  According  to  your  request,  I  have 
sent  you  a  statement  of  weekly  wages  paid  by  me,  as  follows  ;  also,  the  average 
price  I  made  of  my  wheat.     In  the  year  1834,  8s.  per  week  ;   1835,  8s.  per  week; 

1836,  9s.  per  week ;  1837,9  s.  and  10s.  per  week.  Price  of  wheat,  1834,  29s. 
per  load;   1835,  25  s.  6</. ;   1836,30s.;   1837,  36  s.  per  load." 

1137.5.  ^ir.  Hodges.]  Then  the  increase  of  wages  in  all  those  cases  does  not 
appear  to  be  more  than  correspondent  with  the  price  of  wheat? — They  have 
advanced,  because  I  consider  that  in  1834  wages  were  high  ;  no  farmers  could  have 
continued  paying  wages  of  9s.  per  week,  with  the  wheat  at  5s.  a  bushel. 

1 1376.  Do  not  you  believe  that  the  rise  has  been  inevito.ble,  in  consequence  ot 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  wheat  ? — Wheat  is  not  the  only  thing  the  farm  produces ; 
the  farmer  must  look  to  the  general  production  of  his  farm  ;  in  1834  barley  was 
considerably  higher  than  it  was  in  1837  ;  but  if  you  take  barley  and  wheat  toge- 
ther in  1837,  I  think  the  capability  of  the  farmers  to  employ  men  in  1837  is  not 
so  great  as  it  was  in  1834. 

1 1377.  Is  not  meat  higher?— I  think  not.  The  next  is  from  Mr.  Bennett,  of 
Ceckerings  Park  :  "  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  Iiave  forwarded  you  the  amount 
of  labour  on  the  farm  I  occupy,  being  4(57  acres,  partly  grass  and  partly  arable,  for 
the  last  six  years.  The  year  ending  December  1832,  594/.  ;  1833,  610/. ;  1834, 
590/.;  1835,  671  /. ;  1836,  682/.;  1837,  699/.  Please  to  observe,  that  1  give 
my  men  milk  in  the  morning,  and  small  beer  all  the  year,  and  ale  in  hay-time  and 
harvest,  which  would  amount  to  about  100/.  per  year  more.  The  amount  of  extra 
labour  for  the  last  three  years  is  more  considerable  than  the  saving  in  the  poor- 
rates  for  that  time." 

11378.  Mr.  Walke?'.]  In  what  parish  is  that? — Partly  in  the  parish  of  Stcp- 
pingley,  and  partly  in  the  parish  of  Ridgmount. 

11379.  Mr. //rtr/oes.]  If  Mr.  Bennett's  statement  is  true,  that  the  amount  of 
labour  paid  by  him  is  greater  than  the  reduction  in  the  rate,  unless  he  is  farming 

414*  B  4  .  at 
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hlr.Tjr.Oiermari.  at  a  loss,  can  you  account  for  that  on  any  other  principle  than  that  of  an  increase 

in  the  prices,  or  the  amount  of  the  produce? — Decidedly,  there  is  an  increase  in 

--  ^'^y  1^38-      the  amount  of  the  produce,  and  he  has  been  thereby  in  a  situation  to  meet  any  little 
outlay  of  money. 
•*  1 13S0.  You  are  aware  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  amount? — There 

has,  that  is  undoubted  ;  it  is  apparent,  because  we  have  been  able  to  supply  En"- 
land  Avith  corn,  without  foreign  aid,  so  that  it  is  clear. 

11351.  Chairman.]  Speaking  of  your  own  neighbourhood,  is  there  an  in- 
crease ? — There  is  an  increase,  it  is  visible  to  all. 

11352.  Mr.  LiddclL]  You  have  stated  that  you  resided  for  some  time  in   this 

•  neighbourhood,  and  you  have  been,  perhaps,  acquainted  with  this  particular  farm 
of  Mr.  Bennett's,  for  some  time? — I  have. 

1 1383.  Can  you  speak  to  a  decided  improvement  in  the  culture  and  amount  of 
produce  yielded  by  the  farm  ? — I  can. 

11384.  Within  the  last  few  years? — I  can;  I  have  known  this  farm  for  some 
years. 

11385.  And  you  attribute  that  improvement  in  culture,  and  the  increase  of 
produce,  to  the  greater  amount  of  capital  and  labour  that  has  been  laid  out  upon  it? 
—  Yes. 

11380.  Mr.  Fres/i/icld.]  This  is  part  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  s  estate,  is  it  not; 
— Yes. 

1 1357.  Was  it  not  always  in  a  good  slate? — Not  all ;  this  farm  was  in  a  bad  state 

•  when  Mr.  Bennett  took  it. 

11358.  The  improvement  would  be  more  apparent  if  the  farm  was  in  a  bad 
state  before  ? — Yes. 

11380.  Mr.  IJddcl/.l  Do  you  consider  that  a  farmer  has  greater  inducement  to 
expend  capital  upon  his  land  at  the  present  time  than  he  had  a  few  years 
ago  ? — Decidedly;  he  has  a  security  for  it;  there  is  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the 
men  to  work  ;  and  he  has  the  capital  to  employ,  and  that  capital,  if  he  emploved 
it,  and  looked  after  his  farm  as  a  man  ought  to  do,  the  result  of  that  must  be 
beneficial  to  the  farn)er. 

11300.  You  have  no  hesitation  in  attributing  some  of  that  good  effect  to  the 
change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  mode  of  administering  relief  to  the  poor? — 
»  I  have  not ;  I  will  give  an  instance  :  I  could  not  have  left  nn'  business  as  I  have 

been  obliged  to  do  since  the  24th  of  March,  the  most  important  time  of  the  vear 
to  farmers,  if  the  men  had  not  worked  better  than  they  formerly  did  ;  I  was  very 
near,  in  1834,  not  re-hiring  my  farm,  I  found  so  much  trouble  in  getting  my 
men  to  work,  it  came  to  that,  there  was  that  indifference  about  work  ;  a  mai' 
could  get  the  money  for  lying  idle,  and  it  was  become  so  general  that  many 
people  of  capital  were  thinking  of  going  out  of  the  business  ;  I  was  as  near  a& 
possible,  within  two  days,  of  taking  a  business  in  Birmingham,  and  giving  up 
farming;  I  have  had  men  say  to  me,  "  Whether  we  work  or  not  we  know  you 
must  pay  us  ;"  and  I  came  to  the  determination  of  going  out  of  the  business  as 
soon  as  possible. 

11391.  Cli airman.']  Have  you  found  any  material  alteration  in  the  conduct  of 
the  labourers  since  the  introduction  of  the  new  law  ? — I  have,  the  greatest. 

1 1392.  Be  so  good  as  to  describe  it? — The  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  men 
to  work  ;  I  have  left  my  business  for  the  last  month  to  a  young  man  20  years  of  age, 
and  when  I  have  occasionally  gone  home  he  has  said,  "  Father,  I  have  had  no 
trouble  with  the  men  ;  every  man  is  obliging ;'  and  I  have  men  with  me  that,  till 
the  last  four  years,  never  did  a  stroke  of  work  for  years,  but  lay  idle. 

11303.  Was  it  the  case  that  the  men,  before  the  alteration  of  the  law,  were 
able,  upon  stating  to  the  overseer  of  the  parish  that  they  could  not  get  work,  at 
once  to  obtain  weekly  relief? — It  used  to  be  the  case;  they  used  to  go  to  the 
overseer  and  say  that  they  could  not  get  work. 

1 1304.  Was  it  a  claim  upon  the  parochial  fund  if  a  man  stated  that  he  could 
not  get  work  ? — It  was. 

1  1395.  Were  any  means  taken  to  ascertain  whether  they  could  obtain  work  ol^ 
not  ? — If  they  could  it  was  of  little  use ;  I  have  taken  men  myself  before  the 
magistrate  for  neglecting  work,  and  I  have  been  told  by  the  magistrate  that  the 
men  must  not  starve. 

11390.  The  magistrates  have  intimated  to  you  that  the  men  must  receive 
relief  from  the  parochial  fund? — Yes. 

1 1307-  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  relieving  them? — Yes,  and  I  have  had 
cases  where  I  have  taken  men  before  the  magistrates  for  neglect  of  work ;  I  have 

,  .'  satisfied 
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siitisfied  the  magistrates  that  the  men  were  in  fault,  from  neglecting  the  v\ork  ;  ^r.  T.jy. Overman, 

tlie  men  have  had  a  lecture  from  the  magistrate,  and  I  have  been  ordered  to  pay       ' 

them  for  a  day's  work  ;  that  I   have  had  many  times.  22  May  1838. 

1 1 398.  Have  you  any  other  letter  to  read,  of  any  farmer  ? — Yes,  from  the  parish 
of  Marston  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Bennett :  "  I  heg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
the  23dinst. ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  I  did  not  receive  yours  until  Saturday 
night  at  nine  o'clock;  therefore  it  was  quite  impossible  that  1  could  get  the  desired 
information  for  you  at  so  short  a  notice  ;  and  I  very  mucii  question  whether  one 
out  of  four  keep  such  accounts  as  to  be  able  to  give  the  information  required  ;  1 
can  only  say,  as  regards  myself,  that  I  have  employed  more  labour  and  given 
increased  wages  ;  instead  of  9^'.  I  have  given  them  lO^-.  per  week,  which,  witli  the 
additional  labour,  has  increased  my  yearly  expenditure  40/.,  upon  ICO  acres  aralde 
and  100  acres  of  pasture  ;  I  believe  every  farmer  has  employed  more  labour  and 
generally  paid  better  wages  ;  there  are  exceptions,  but  the  thing  is  self-evident ; 
instead  of  having  30  or  40,  and  sometimes,  I  might  say  GO,  men  out  of  employ, 
I  could  not  this  day  get  a  man  or  boy  without  going  out  of  the  parish  for  one  ;  all 
have  employment."  This  is  the  parish  in  which  they  used  to  pay  2,100/.  a  year  for 
poor-rates  ;  thej'  have  saved  l./iOO/. ;  they  are  paying  under  700/.  now.  1  have 
another  letter,  from  Mr.  Francis,  of  Iloughton-Conquest ;  that  used  to  be  one  of 
our  worst  parishes  in  the  county,  where  every  crime,  almost,  has  been  committed  : 
"  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  23d,  from  the  Committee-room,  I  should  be  happy  to 
give  you  any  information   which  might  fall  to  my  recollection,   not   touchin*'-  too 

much  upon  private  atlairs  ;  but  I  assure  you  that  1  have  employed  more  labour,  • 

and  see  it  to  be  an  every-day  practice.  My  expense  of  labour,  from  1834  to 
1837,  has  increased  50/.  or  GO/,  a  year,  and  my  poor-rate  decreased  25/.,  and  that 
upon  a  farm  of  200  acres  of  land,  being  one-third  grass  land.  Before  the  passing 
of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  I  recollect  the  vast  quantities  of  labourers 
lying  on  the  road-side  in  idleness,  paid  by  the  overseer,  used  to  frequent  the  ale- 
houses and  beer-shops  in  the  evening,  and  from  thence  to  night-poaching,  setting 
fire,  cutting  and  maiming  of  cattle  and  such  like  depredations.  All  that  appears 
to  be  abated  ;  the  farmer  and  labourer  having  more  confidence  in  each  other 
than  ever  known  by  the  present  generation,  and  I  hear  of  no  one  complaining  but 
ale-hou.se  and  beer-shop  keepers;  I  recollect  in  1834  hearing  an  agent  complain- 
ing of  the  difficulty  in  getting  cottage-rents;  I  am  well-informed  in  1837  he 
has  no  difficulty. " 

11399.  Mr.  Z/J^tV/.]  From  that  it  would  appear  that  those  offences  which 
formerly  disgraced  that  county  have  now  nearly  ceased  ? — They  have. 

11400.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  they  have  now  nearly 
ceased? — I  do. 

11401.  Do  the  returns  of  crime  from  that  district  prove  that  fact  ? — Taking 
them  generally,  I  should  say  they  do  ;  I  am  treasurer  of  an  association  for  the 
prosecution  of  sheep-stealers,  and  since  October  1837  I  have  yet  had  no  demand 
made  upon  me  for  any  loss  ;  it  is  one  of  the  rules  that  notice  must  be  given  to  me, 
as  the  treasurer ;  I  have  not  received  one  notice  of  the  loss  of  any  sheep  belono-- 
inor  to  our  association. 

11402.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  that  is  the  case  with 
regard  to  other  people's  sheep  besides  those  belonging  to  the  association? — I  do 
not ;  we  have  30  members  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ampthill. 

11403.  Ckairvum.']  What  was  the  state  of  sheep-.stealing  before  the  new 
law? — It  was  such  that  it  was  requisite  to  form  an  association  five  or  six 
years  ago. 

11404.  The  practice  of  sheep-stealing  was  so  prevalent,  as  to  induce  you  to 
form  an  association  ? — Yes,  in  October  last  1  paid  for  six  or  seven  sheep  lost  prior 
to  that  time. 

1 1405.  And  that  has  been  diminishing  since  ? — Yes. 

1 1406.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Did  those  ollences  take  place  in  the  winter,  during  the 
cessation  of  employment,  or  in  the  summer  time? — hi  winter;  but  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  one  party  stole  all  those  sheep  ;  he  came  from  London  ;  in 
fact,  since  one  man  has  been  taken  up  and  transported,  we  have  lost  no  sheep  ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  same  gang  had  them  all. 

11407.  The  fact  of  there  being  no  sheep  lost  since  October  1837,  appears, 
then,  rather  to  be  accounted  for,  by  the  gang  having  been  di.scovered  and  dispersed, 
than  by  any  general  improvement  of  the  population: — Tlan  1  must  presume  that 
as  the  poor  people  did  not  steal  the  sheep  before,  they  do  not  now. 

41 4'  c  1140S.  C/iairriia/i.] 
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MT.TJy.Ovtrman.       11408.  C//nir»ia/i.'\    The   crime  of  sheep-stealing  is  not  one  that  lias  been 

increasing  since  the  introduction  of  the  law  ? — Decidedly  not,  in  my  opinion. 

32  May  1838.  H409-   Mr.  Hodges.']   Are  you  a  native  of  that  part  of  the  country  ? — No,  I  am 

a  native  of  Norfolk;  I  have  another  letter  from  Flitwick,  from  Mr.  Negus:  "In  answer 
to  your  letter,  1  have  stated  the  amount  of  wages  paid  to  able-bodied  labourers 
by  me  in  1834  was,  out-docr  work  85.  a  week;  in-door  work,  thrashing,  C)s,  per 
week  ;  the  same  in  1835  ;  and  in  183('),  Qs.  per  week,  and  lOi-.  when  not  at  piece- 
work, and  then  the  earnings  were  more,  up  to  1837  ;"  the  next  is  from  Mr. 
Trustram,  of  Higham-Gobion  :  "  With  pleasure  I  send  you  a  statement  of  wages 
paid  to  my  day-labourers,  and  which  has  been  the  usual  pay  of  the  farmers  in  the 
diflerent  parishes  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  years  1834  to  1837,  inclusive; 
for  tlie  whole  of  the  year  1834,  8  s.  per  week,  with  milk  and  small  beer,  consi- 
dered worth  1  ,v.  per  week  more  ;  from  January  1835  to  December  1835,  8s.,  with 
ditto;  from  December  1835  to  April  183G,  Is.,  with  ditto;  from  April  1836  to 
November  1836,  ^s.  with  ditto;  from  November  1836  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1837,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  9*.,  with  ditto;  the  labourers  who  work  by 
the  piece  can  earn  upon  an  average  1  s.  6d.  per  week  more  than  the  day-labourers; 
most  of  the  day-labourers  have  an  opportunity  of  earning  something  more  during 
the  time  of  setting  and  hoeing  corn,  &c.  ;  the  above  statement  does  not  include 
the  wages  for  harvest  and  hay-time  ;  I  do  not  consider  that  the  price  for  labour 
has  increased  since  the  passing  of  the  new  Poor  Law,  where  the  farmer  was 
desirous  of  giving  a  fair  remuneration  for  it ;  but  a  very  great  benefit  has  arisen 
*  where  the  farmer  depended  upon  the  surplus  labourers  to  have  his  work  done  at 

a  cheaper  rate  (any  thing  he  liked  to  offer),  and  the  pay  to  be  made  up  at  the 
end  of  the  week  by  the  overseer  ;  also  where  the  farmer  only  employed  them  on 
the  fine  days,  and  turned  them  away  for  a  few  wet  ones,  and  the  overseer  to  make 
up  for  the  lost  days;  having  a  few  years  back  lived  in  a  populous  parish  and  served 
the  ofhce  of  churchwarden  for  some  years,  and  having  constantly  attended  the 
weekly  meetings  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  I  have  frequently  witnessed  the  above  ; 
it  was  better  for  the  labourer  to  live  in  idleness,  to  work  two  or  three  days  in  the 
week,  than  to  have  a  constant  place  where  he  must  work  all  the  week."  This  gentle- 
man lived  at  Shitlington  two  or  three  years  back;  that  is  the  large  parish  he  speaks 
of.  Another  letter  is  from  Mr.  Green,  of  Milbrook  :  "  Dear  sir.  In  compliance 
with  your  request,  I  send  you  a  statement  of  wages  paid  to  able-bodied  men,  as 
follows:  1834,  from  8s.  to  10^,  per  week  ;  1835,  7«.  to8s. ;  1836,  8s.  to  9s. ; 
1837,  9s.  to  10s."  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Swaffield;  he  says,  "  With  respect 
to  task-work  generally,  I  think,  comparing  the  prices  now  given  with  any  former 
period,  for  thrashing  by  the  quarter  or  load,  draining  by  the  score,  &c.  &c.,  is 
no  criterion  as  to  the  earnings  of  the  men,  as  it  entirely  depends  upon  the  yield- 
ing of  the  corn,  and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  in  which  the  draining  is  done;  how- 
ever, as  others  may  be  of  a  different  opinion,  I  will  state  the  prices  I  have  been 
giving  during  the  winter  just  past.  For  thrashing  wheat,  2  s.  2(/.  and  2s.  3d.  per 
load;  barley,  2s.  2d.,  2s.  3d.  and  2s.  9^/.  per  quarter;  beans,  Is.  per  load; 
whereas  in  the  winter  1833-34,  I  gave  2s.  for  wheat  and  2s.  3d.  for  barley 
(beans  none)  ;  I  have  not  done  any  draining  this  year,  but  there  has  been  much 
done  on  the  estates  with  which  I  am  concerned,  and  I  find  the  prices  vary  from 
2s.  to  4s.  10^/.  per  score  pole,  and  my  decided  opinion  is,  that  the  average 
earning  for  draining  is  2s.  3d.  per  day,  without  working  over  hours  ;  good  hands 
will  earn  2s.  6d. ;  whereas,  others  at  the  same  work  would  earn  only  2s.  There 
is  much  more  task-work  done  now  than  there  used  to  be,  and  generally  in  the 
district  where  I  live  the  men  are  better  paid  for  it.  The  wages  and  employment 
of  single  men  have  very  much  increased,  and  I  am  confident,  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, that  in  consequence  thereof  improvident  marriages  have  decreased  to  a 
great  extent.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  most  of 
the  single  men  were  on  the  roads  or  in  the  gravel-pits  on  parish  pay,  of  from  3s. 
to  5s.  per  week,  doing  little  or  nothing,  and  the  system  of  giving  head-money  to 
those  who  had  families  gave  a  direct  bonus  to  them  for  getting  married.  There 
is  a  greater  number  of  boys  employed  now  than  there  were  four  or  five  years  ago ; 
at  the  former  period  their  parents  would  rather  encourage  them  in  idleness  than 
send  them  to  work,  because  they  received  so  much  per  head  from  the  overseer, 
which  was  taken  off  by  him  if  the  boy  were  employed.  There  are  by  far  a  greater 
number  of  labourers  employed  now  than  there  used  to  be,  and  I  do  most  confi- 
dently assert  that  there  is  a  much  better  feeling  between  the  men  and  their 
employers    than  at   any  former  period   during   the    14    years   I    have  been   a 

resident 
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resident  in  the  county  of  Bedford."    Those  are  the  eleven  letters  which  I  received  m.T.W.Overman. 

in  answer  to  my  circulars.  — — 

11410.  Mr.  JValker.']  You  stated  that  Mr.  Eve  occupied  a  farm  in  the  parish  of  22  May  1838. 
Silsoe;   it  appears  he  paid  wages  in  the  year  1834,  to  the  amount  of  3G0/. — 

He  did. 

11411.  Can  you  say  what  his  poor-rate  was  in  that  year? — The  poor-rates 
have  never  been  high  in  Silsoe  ;  it  was  409/.  in  1834,  and  in  March  1838  it  was 
274/.  IGi-. 

1  1412.  It  appears  that  the  wages  paid  by  Mr.  Eve  in  1834,  areSGO/. ;  had 
head-money  ceased  to  be  paid  then  ? — I  do  not  think  they  ever  paid  head-money 
in  Silsoe. 

11413.  Mr.  Hodges.']  Did  they  give  no  out-door  relief? — There  were  very 
rarely  any  men  out  of  work  at  all  in  Silsoe,  and  they  hardly  ever  relieved  any 
able-bodied  ;  if  a  man  in  Silsoe  was  ill  he  had  relief,  but  1  do  not  think  any  were 
out  of  work  in  1834. 

11414.  Chairman.']  Supposing  a  man  had  a  numerous  family  in  Silsoe,  had  he 
relief  from  the  parish  ? — No. 

11415.  Mr.  Hodges.]  In  the  event  of  a  cessation  of  work  had  he  relief? — If 
he  was  out  of  work  he  had  relief  from  the  parish  in  1834,  but  that  was  very 
rarely  the  case. 

11416.  But  the  weather  could  not  be  favourable  in  Silsoe  and  unfavourable  to 
all  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  during  those  interruptions  which  would  be  common  at 
Silsoe,  as  well  as  at  other  parts,  what  was  the  practice  with  respect  to  the  able- 
bodied  ? — I  do  not  think  the  farmers  in  Silsoe  would  turn  a  man  off  in  bad 
weather. 

1 1417.  Mr.  Langdale.]  And,  in  fact,  the  man  who  was  in  work,  however  large 
his  family,  received  no  assistance  from  the  parish  in  aid  of  his  wages? — He  did 
not,  but  it  depended  upon  his  good  conduct ;  and  this  parish  was  a  well-conducted 
parish. 

11418.  Mr.  Hodges.]  If  that  was  the  case,  and  there  was  no  abuse,  how  has 
the  saving  been  effected  ? — Unless  I  went  over  the  books  I  could  not  tell ;  most 
likelv  there  had  been  abuse,  or  there  would  not  have  been  that  savinof. 

11419.  Mr.  Walker.]  Was  there  a  workhouse  in  the  parish? — There  was  a 
workhouse. 

1 1420.  Were  there  many  paupers  in  it  ? — There  were  a  few  paupers,  but  some 
men  used  to  have  money  and  be  kept  by  the  parish  that  worked  for  the  farmers 
in  the  parish  ;  that  I  do  know,  for  I  have  seen  it  myself;  a  few  old  men. 

11421.  Chairman.]  You  state  that  there  is  a  greater  security  for  property  since 
the  alteration  of  the  law  ;  do  you  feel  that  yourself  with  regard  to  your  own 
property  ? — I  do. 

11422.  Have  you,  besides  being  treasurer  of  an  association  for  the  purpose  ot 
prosecuting  sheep-stealers,  any  thing  to  do  with  any  other  society  for  the  protec- 
tion of  property? — I  have  ;  in  1834  our  district  was  in  that  unsettled  state,  that, 
particularly  in  the  parish  of  Houghton,  to  which  I  alluded,  stock  was  injured ; 
a  farmer  there  lost  two  or  three  horses,  and  as  many  cows,  from  their  being  cut 
just  above  the  hock  ;  in  fact,  there  were  two  farmers;  it  was  traced,  and  one 
man  was  punished  for  it,  but  that  man  resided  in  Ampthill,  and  was  in  work  at 
the  time  ;  he  went  down  to  Houghton  and  committed  that  offence  ;  it  was  resolved 
to  form  a  society  for  the  protection  of  stock,  with  which  I  am  connected  now  ; 
and  since  we  have  established  it  we  have  not  had  one  single  call  upon  us. 

11423.  That  would  be  an  indication  that  the  crime  in  the  neighbourhood  had 
not  increased  ? — It  would. 

11424.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  with  regard  to  savings  banks  or  bene- 
fit societies  ? — Yes  ;  being  deeply  interested  in  the  benefit  of  the  labourers,  and 
knowing  that  the  well-being  of  the  labourers  intimately  concerns  us  (for  it  is  the 
lower  orders  that  are  the  consumers  of  our  produce),  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain 
whether  there  was  a  saving  by  the  labourers  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  I  applied  to 
the  gentleman  who  keeps  the  savings  bank  at  Ampthill,  and  he  gives  me  this 
most  extraordinary  account ;  he  gives  an  account  of  the  increase  of  deposits  in  the 
years  1835,  183G  and  1837  :  in  1835  there  were  1 1,315/.  in  the  bank  ;  in  the  year 
1836,  11,544/.,  being  an  increase  of  229/.  upon  1835  ;  in  1837,  12,941/.,  being 
an  increase  of  1,397/.  from  the  year  183G;  the  number  of  friendly  societies  which 
deposited  money  in  that  savings  bank,  was,  in  1835,  nine. 

414-  ^  ^  11425-  Are 
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.Ml.  T.ll'.Oacrmau.       ,  \^2^t.    Arc:  those  friendly  societies  formed  in  the   immediate  neighbourhood  ? 
I'i  May  1838.      — I'ley  arc  ;  in  the  year  I  S3(),  0  ;   in  tlie  year  1837,  22. 

11426.  State  the  sum  deposited  by  those  friendly  societies? — The  deposit  in 
1835  was  54G/. ;  in  the  year  1836,  C53/.  ;  in  the  year  1837,  1,180/.  was 
deposited. 

1 1427.  Who  arc  the  principal  sub.scribcrs  to  those  friendly  societies  and  benefit 
clubs,  so  far  as  you  know  ? — The  poor  men  are  subscribers  to  the  benefit 
societies. 

1 1428.  What  class  of  poor  men  ? — The  labouring  men. 

1 1429.  Do  you  believe  that  this  great  increase  of  deposits  in  the  savings  bank 
of  Amptiiill,  from  the  friendly  .societies,  arises  from  the  labouring  men  principallyr" 
— I  asked  that  question  of  the  manager  of  the  l)ank  ;  and  his  answer  was,  "  From 
the  lower  order."  I  asked  whether  it  was  from  the  small  tradesmen  ;  and  he  said, 
•'  No;  from  the  lower  order ;"  these  were  the  principal  depositors  in  his  saving.s 
bank. 

1 1430.  Mr.  Hodges.']  Do  you  mean  servants  in  places  ? — No  ;  he  said  labour- 
ing people  altogether,  taking  the  lower  orders  altogether. 

11431.  Mr.  Langdalc.~\  Did  you  understand  that  he  meant  the  agricultural 
people  principally  ? — Yes. 

11432.  Mr.  Walker.]  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  extraordinary  increase  in 
the  years  1836  and  1837? — To  the  provident  habits  of  the  people. 

11433.  Rather  than  any  increased  means? — And  I  should  add  this;  I  see, 
ill  going  through  the  parishes,  all  the  children  at  work,  plaiting  ;  four  years  back 
you  would  find  them  running  about  and  doing  nothing  ;  the  earnings  of  the  whole 
family  are  much  greater  than  they  have  been  for  years,  since  I  have  been  connected 
with  Ampthill. 

11434.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Do  you  imagine  that  to  be  an  increase  to  the  resources 
of  the  labourer,  as  it  would  at  first  sight  appear;  upon  this  ground,  if  children  are 
employed  upon  out-door  work,  as  you  describe  them  to  be,  do  not  they  require 
more  substantial  clothing,  and  wear  it  out  faster,  and  thereby  cause  a  greater 
expense  to  their  parents  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

1143,5.  And  therefore  it  would  not  be  safe  to  consider  the  whole  amount  of 
earnings  as  so  much  gained  by  the  family  ? — Here  is  proof  positive  of  the  actual 
earnings;  T  find  the  children  better  clad. 

11436.  But  then  that  clothing  is  owing  to  their  own  earnings? — Most  likely 
the  earnings  of  the  family. 

11437.  Mr.  Langdidc]  But  their  employment  is  principally  in  plaiting? 
—Yes. 

11438.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Had  you  known  that  part  of  the  country  prior  to  24  years 
age,  that  was  the  year  before  the  Peace  ? — No. 

11439.  What  was  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  country  when  you  first 
came  into  it? — I  found  the  labourers  much  more  willing  to  work  than  they  were 
afterwards. 

1 1440.  But  the  old  law  prevailed  at  that  time  ? — Not  to  that  extent ;  there  was 
not  the  same  quantity  of  men  ;  there  has  been  a  great  increase  of  population  in 
the  last  24  years. 

11441.  How  have  you  ascertained  that? — Because  the  young  men  whom  I 
employ  were  not  born  then  ;  we  have  an  increase  in  our  parish  of  35  a  year  out 
of  1,360  inhabitants. 

11442.  Mr.  Langdulc]  Did  not  the  system  of  paying  rates  in  aid  of  wages 
gradually  increase  from  that  time  ? — It  did. 

11443.  Mr.  Hodges.]  When  you  were  in  Norfolk,  can  you  recollect  at  any 
time  the  children  of  the  labouring  peoj)le  being  taken  into  the  houses  of  farmers 
as  servants? — Not  to  any  great  extent,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  time. 

11444.  At  any  time  within  your  memory? — Yes,  I  certainly  recollect  my 
father  keeping  servants  in  the  hou.se. 

1 1445.  Does  that  system  at  all  prevail  now  in  any  part  that  you  are  acqiiainted 
with? — I  should  think  not,  for  the  verybe=;t  of  reasons  :  it  was  utterly  iinpos.sible 
to  keep  any  men  in  order  when  they  could  get  money  from  the  pari.sh  officers  ;  the 
trouble  was  so  great  that  no  master  would  bother  himself  with  it. 

1 1446.  But,  under  the  improved  state  of  things  and  the  improved  morality  of 
the  country,  and  the  more  ordeily  habits  which  you  have  described  to  prevail, 
those  objections  would  entirely  cease;  and  if  they  do  cease,  have  you  ob.served 
any  disposition  to  return  to  that  state  of  things? — I  have  got  a  young  man  in  my 

house 
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house  who  has  lived  with  me  for  three  years;  but  before  I  could  not  keep  Ihem  Mr.T.TV.  Overman. 
for  one  year.  . 

11447.  Is  the  quantity  of  land  that  you  occupy  now  equal  to  what  your  father      .22  May  1838. 
occupied? — Yes,  about  the  same. 

1 1448.  How  many  servants  did  your  father  keep  ? — Three  or  four. 

1 1449.  How  many  do  you  keep  ? — One. 

11450.  Is  that  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other  farmers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ?- — Many  do  not  keep  one. 

11451.  Mr.  La/ig(/ak'.]  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  in  that  neighbour- 
hood the  farmers  never  take  yearly  servants  ? — Very  rarely  ;  if  they  do,  they 
give  them  board-wages,  to  board  themselves. 

11452.  Do  not  you  employ  boys  to  plough  and  to  harrow  on  your  farms? 
— Yes. 

11453.  Do  "ot  you  hire  those  boys  by  the  year? — No;  if  they  are  hired, 
they  have  so  much  wages  and  so  much  board-wages,  and  they  are  boarded  by 
their  friends  ;  that  is  the  system  in  Norfolk  too. 

11454.  Chairniait.]  Have  you  observed  that  the  alteration  in  the  law  of  set- 
tlement has  made  any  alteration  in  that  respect  ? — Yes,  it  has  induced  people  to 
keep  servants;  I  should  not  have  kept  my  man,  but  for  that;  and  1  got  two 
boys  places  the  year  after,  the  sons  of  my  labourers. 

1 1455.  Was  there  not  an  apprehension  formerly  on  the  mind  of  the  farmer,  that 
by  the  yearly  hiring  of  servants,  he  might  bring  an  incumbrance  upon  the  parish  ? 
— Yes,  and  many  a  master  parted  with  a  man,  I  have  no  doubt,  if  he  suited  him, 
rather  than  hire  him,  on  account  of  that  law. 

1 145C.  Mr.  Lmigdalc.']  Did  you  adopt  the  practice,  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
of  avoiding  the  settlement  by  hiring  them  a  little  after  the  year  ? — They  used  to 
do  that. 

1 1457.  ^I'"-  Hodges.']  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  if  there  be  that  better  under- 
standing now,  which  has  been  described,  between  the  master  and  the  men,  and  that 
great  cordiality  between  the  labourers  generally  and  the  farmers,  that  if  that  former 
.system  could  be  revived,  it  woidd  not  only  strengthen  their  good  understandino-, 
but  entirely  remove  all  which  has  been  termed  the  severity  of  this  new  law  r — I 
have  no  idea  that  the  alteration  of  the  law  will  ever  induce  farmers  to  take  servants 
into  their  houses,  to  any  extent,  again. 

11458.  Will  you  give  your  reason  for  thinking  so? — There  are  many  people 
who  now  farm,  who  are  men  of  property,  who  farm  for  investment  of  capital ;  and 
they  will  not  have  men  in  the  house  with  the  interference  of  maid-servants; 
the  most  troublesome  thing  any  man  can  have,  is  to  have  men-servants  in  the 
house,  to  any  extent. 

11459.  I^"^  ^°^'^  "'^'^  ^^^  ^PP^y  to  the  large  capitalists,  to  whom  the  parish 
would  naturally  look  for  the  employment  of  married  men  and  others  in  their 
situation,  rather  than  to  farmers  of  smaller  capital,  to  whom  it  would  be  an  object 
to  have  their  labour  at  a  cheaper  rate,  which  they  evidently  would  have,  provided 
they  kept  them  in  their  houses? — It  would  become  a  question, — would  it  be 
cheaper  ? 

11460.  Is  it  not  clear,  that  when  food  is  cheap  it  would  be  better  policy  for 
the  smaller  class  of  farmers  to  take  servants  into  their  houses  ? — No,  I  do  not 
think  it  would. 

11461.  My.  Langdalc^  Do  not  you  think  that  the  habitual  hiring  of  young 
men  in  the  house  by  the  year,  and  keeping  them  in  the  house,  would  be  a  great 
means  of  preventing  early  marriages,  and  would  also  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
up  those  young  men  in  good  moral  habits  ? — I  do. 

11462.  And  that  therefore  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  community  at 
large? — I  admit  it. 

1 1463.  And,  of  course,  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  farmers,  or  larger  occupiers, 
as  forming  a  part  of  the  community  interested  in  the  good  conduct  of  the 
labouring  classes  ? — Yes. 

I  1464.  Do  not  you  think  that  that  should  be  a  strong  inducement,  on  the  part 
of  occupiers,  to  encourage  that  mode  of  hiring  .servants  r — I  hardly  know  how  to 
answer  that  question.  Before  answering  that,  I  would  just  say,  we  used,  many  of 
us,  to  board  men  for  the  harvest  month,  and  the  men  found  so  much  fault  that  it  • 

got  out  of  use  ;  and  the  men  now  say  they  would  rather  have  the  money  and 
board  themselves,  because  they  think  they  can  lay  that  money  out  to  better 
advantage  than  the  farmers  could.  They,  used  to  give  2/.  a  month  and  board 
the  men. 

414-  C3  11465.  That 
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Mr.  T.Jf^.  Overman.       1 14G5.  Tliat  applies  to  servants  hired  for  the  harvest;  would  it  apply  equally 

to  servants  employed  by  the  year  ? — I  think  it  would  apply  to  the  others. 

22  May  1838.  11466.  My  question   has  not  reference  to  the  married  labourers,  but  to  the 

single  men  ;  you  still  think  that  the  inconvenience  of  having  them  in  the  house 
would  more  than  counterbalance  the  advantage  that  you  would  derive,  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  parish,  from  the  better  conduct  of  the  labourers  ? — I  do. 

11467.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Should  you  recommend  that ;  or  are  you  of  opinion  that 
a  return  to  that  system  would  not  be  very  desirable  ? — I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
would  not  be  desirable. 

1 1468.  You  have  admitted  that  it  would  tend  to  keep  in  check  the  increase  of 
population  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

1 1469.  Do  you  think  that  for  a  permanency  the  terror  of  the  workhouse  system 
will  produce  the  same  beneficial  effects  upon  the  mind  of  the  labourer  as  the 
benevolent  system  of  retaining  servants  in  the  houses? — I  will  not  say  "the 
terror  of  the  workhouse  system  ;"'  I  will  put  it  to  the  better  feeling  of  the  people, 
I  mean  the  man's  natural  good  feeling;  the  man  will  begin  to  think  better. 

11470.  Then  your  opinion  is,  that  those  workhouses  maybe  dispensed  with  ? — 
1  do  not  think  they  will  be  used  to  the  extent  that  many  people  think. 

1 1471.  Mr.  Fres/ijicld.]  Is  the  change  in  not  keeping  in-door  servants  more  the 
result  of  an  alteration  in  the  slate  of  society  than  of  any  calculation  as  to  the 
advantage  or  disadvantage  of  the  practice? — It  is  so. 
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APPENDIX. 


In  compliance  with  an  Order  of  the  Select  Committee  of  The  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  made  the  22d  day  of  May  1838,  I  certify  that  the  number  of 
Summary  Convictions  which  have  been  made  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  of  Bedford, 
within  the  Union  of  Ampthill,  for  stealing  wood,  and  returned  to  me  to  be  filed  at  Quarter 
Sessions  in  the  following  years,  are  as  hereunder  mentioned,  including  breaking  and 
stealing  dead  hedges  and  pales,  fences,  and  cutting  or  breaking  or  damaging  live  hedges, 
underwood  and  trees  growing,  with  intent  to  steal. 

In  the  year  1832  .......  9 

„  1833 14 

„  1834 13 

„  1835 12 

„  1836  -.-.__-  28 

„  1837 25 

„  1838 3 


*  Total     -         -     104 


Wood  Pearse, 

Clerk  of  the  Peace. 
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428. 


[     ii     ] 


Lunce,  2"^°  die  Noveinbris,  1837 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the"  Poor,  under  tlie  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Bamcby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,^*  die  Februarn,  1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.   iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.    1 


[  iii  ] 


R    E    P    O     R     r. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  ; — 

T  TAV^E  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
-*-  -*•     The  House. 


24  May  1838. 


428. 


[      iv     ] 


WlTN[i:SS. 


Mr.  Thomas  William  Overman. 


r   1   1 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Jovis,  24"  die  Mail,  1538. 


MEMBERS    PKESENT: 


Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Boiling. 
INIr.  Fiolden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 


Mr.  Hodiies. 
Mr.  Langdale. 
Mr.  Lister. 
Mr.  Scrope. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEV,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Thomas  William  Overman,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

1  1472.   Mr.  F resh field /\    UPON  your  last  examination,  in  number  11418  and    Mr.  T.rf.  Orowan. 

tlie  preceding,  you  stated  that  in  the  parish  of  Silsoe  it  was  not  the  practice  to       

give  relief  to  able-bodied  labourers  wlio  were  in  employ,  even  before  the  Poor       24MDyiS38. 
Law  Amendment  Act  pas-sed? — Yes,  I  did. 

11473.  And  yet,  after  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law,  there  aj^peared  to  be  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  rate  ;  you  were  asked  whetlier  you  could  account  for 
tliat  reduction,  and  you  stated  you  were  una})le  to  account  for  it? — I  did. 

11474.  Are  you  now  able  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  was  the  reason  that 
that  reduction  took  place  in  the  amount  of  rate,  though  the  system  continued  the 
same  ? — I  am. 

11475.  ^^'ill  y^^i  ^Xate  it? — I  find,  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law,  a 
considerable  number  of  illegal  payments  in  the  book. 

1147(1.  A\\^re  those  payments  discontinued  afterwards? — Yes,  thev  were;  I 
find  one  John  ^\'hitely,  who  was  employed  by  the  parish  as  a  mole  catcher,  and 
received  Qs.  a  week,  and  was  paid  out  of  tlie  poor-rates  ;  I  find  others  for  clothes 
given  ;  for  instance,  here  is  one  "  Henry  Tomkins,  a  frock,  4s.  (id. ;  M'illiam 
Tonikins,  a  frock,  "Is.  3d. ;  repairing  a  coat  for  ditto,  28.  Gd.  ;  ^\'ilIiam  Tomkins,  for 
a  cap,  7d ;  Tomkins's  wife,  a  pair  of  shoes,  Gs.  9d. ;  Tomkins's  daughter,  Ann,  (Ss. ; 
ditto,  Hannah,  "i.v.  3d.  ;  ditto  for  mending  shoes,  •2a'.  8f/."  And  I  find  accounts 
for  sparrows  paid  ;  so  many  dozen  sparrows  paid ;  and  various  other  sums. 

1 147(5.*  So  that  the  result  is,  that,  irrespective  of  the  payment  of  monev  in 
aid  of  wages  which  existed  before  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  passed,  the  discon- 
tinuance not  only  f)f  that  but  of  other  illegal  payments  has  produced  an  improve- 
ment in  the  rates  between  the  two  periods '! — It  has ;  that  is  how  I  account  for  it. 

1  1477.  Mr.  Bai7ies.~\  And  was  the  discontinuance  of  those  illegal  pavments 
the  efi'ect  of  more  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  union  after  its  establishment  ? — 
Wholly  so. 

1147S.  Mr.  Freshfield.']  And  of  the  knowledge  of  the  law  on  the  subject  ? — 
Yes;  I  find  those  payments  in  18.34. 

11479.  Mr. //orff/es.j  In  your  opinion,  are  not  the  union  liouses  larger  than 
necessary,  and  in  many  instances  more  numerous  than  are  necessary? — It  is  my 
decided  opinion  that  they  are  larger  than  is  necessary  ;  I  was  first  of  opinion  that 
they  should  ])e  large  houses,  and  I  moved  an  amendment  that  ours  should  be 
a  large  house  instead  of  a  small  one.  The  question  was  to  build  a  house  in  the 
Amj)thill  Union  for  200  ;  from  knowing  the  neighbourhood,  I  was  then  satisfied 
that  a  house  for  200  would  not  hold  all  our  paujjcrs,  and  I  moved  that  the  house 
should  be  built  for  400,  which  was  carried,  nine  to  one  ;  but  since  then,  from 
conviction,  I  find  that  a  house  for  200  would  liave  done,  and  would  liave  held 
all  the  paupers. 

11480.  Then  your  ojnnion,  formed  originally  upon  that  point,  and  .subse- 
quently upon  ex})erience,  satisfies  you  that  a  smaller  house  would  liave  been 
sufiicient,  and  the  same  reason  led  you  to  the  opinion  that  there  need  not  be  an 
expense  incurred  in  building  a  house  of  the  dimensions  of  which  we  have  seen  ? 
—  Certainly  not;  I  should  say,  that  Mr.  Adey  wished  the  board  not  to  build  a 

4-8.  A  large 
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11481.  Mr.  Baines^  Your  opinion  orig-inally  was  not  wliat  it  now  is? — My 
opinion  originally  was  that  we  should  want  a  large  house,  and  I  moved  that  we 
should  have  a  large  house  instead  of  a  small  one. 

11482.  Mr.  Ho(hjcs.~\  What  led  5-ou  to  that  opinion  originally? — From  going 
over  in  my  mind  the  number  of  parishes ;  and,  knowing  that  in  tlie  parish  of 
Marston-Mori.'taine  there  were  GO  men  kept  nearly  all  the  year  round  by  the 
parish  and  tlieir  families,  about  40  in  the  parish  of  Lidliugton,  and  as  many 
in  the  parish  of  Cranfield,  I  calculated  that  those  would  amount  to  more  tlian 
200,  that  we  should  have  out  of  those  parishes. 

11483.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  establishment  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
and  the  altered  system  u])on  wliicli  I'elief  is  administered,  has  of  itself  ettected 
a  reformation  in  your  union  ? — It  has  effected  a  great  deal. 

1 1484.  You  have  not  felt  it  necessary  to  rely  upon  the  .severity  of  the  union 
■workhouses  in  aid  of  that  alteration  effected  by  the  board  of  guardians? — I  do 
not  think  we  could  have  carried  the  law  so  well  into  effect  if  we  had  not  had 
the  workhouse,  l)ecause  that  has  been  the  test ;  men  have  come  to  the  board 
and  said,  they  wanted  relief,  and  we  have  offered  them  the  workhouse  ;  had 
they  been  destitute  they  would  have  come  in  ;  but  I  have  known  instances 
where  men  have  asked  for  relief,  and  been  offered  the  workhouse,  and  imme- 
diately have  got  work. 

114S5.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  the  number  of  persons  who  applied 
for  relief  bore  to  these  previousl)^  out  of  work,  and  who  were  supported  by  the 
rates  ? — No,  I  cannot ;  it  could  be  ascertained  by  going  over  the  books. 

11486.  Is  it  your  impression  that  it  was  a  small  proportion  or  a  large  pro- 
portion ? — Not  a  small  proportion  ;  we  have  had  a  considerable  number  apply 
to  the  board. 

11487.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  there  had  been  one  workhouse  built  for 
two  or  three  or  four,  or  any  number  of  imions  estalilished  at  that  time,  the  effect 
would  have  been  j\ist  the  same  as  by  establishing  a  house  in  every  union  ? — It 
is  my  opinion  now  that  we  do  not  want  so  many  houses  ;  I  would  have  as  many 
boards  of  guardians,  but  I  would  have  one  house  to  two  or  tiiree  boards  of 
guardians,  that  would  be  a  saving,  and  the  thing  would  be  as  effectually  worked, 
I  tliink,  as  it  is  no^v. 

11488.  In  point  of  fact,  according  to  your  view  of  the  case,  the  use  to  which 
a  union-house  would  be  applied,  as  far  as  regards  the  able-bodied,  would  be 
very  little  other  than  what  existed  \n  the  old  law  respecting  liouses  of  correction 
in  a  county  to  which  persons  might  be  sent  who  refused  to  work  ? — No,  I  do 
not  say  that ;  I  do  not  look  at  the  workhouse  as  a  prison  to  send  the  men  to  ; 
I  do  not  look  at  them  as  houses  of  correction,  I  only  look  at  tliem  as  real  tests 
of  destitution. 

11489.  Have  any  able-bodied  labourers  been  sent  to  your  union-house? — We 
have  had  some  come  into  the  house. 

1 1490.  But  not  many  ? — Not  a  great  number ;  we  have  had  some. 

11491.  When  they  came  in,  were  they  really  destitute? — I  think  not  many  of 
them ;  I  am  satisfied  that  they  were  not. 

11492.  Then,  if  they  were  not  destitute,  was  not  that  fact  ascertainable  with- 
out sending  them  into  the  house? — Then  would  come  the  question,  what  was  to 
become  of  them  ?  I  could  give  the  instance  of  Joseph  Chamberlain,  a  young  man 
about  31  years  of  age,  equally  as  strong  and  able  to  work  as  myself,  who  has 
been  seven  or  eight  times  into  the  house. 

11493.  Can  that  man  get  employment? — That  man  came  from  the  railroad, 
where  he  had  been  at  work  21  weeks,  earning  18*.  a  week,  to  our  work- 
house, and  demanded  admittance,  and  called  for  the  master,  and  said  that  he  was 
in  a  state  of  starvation,  and  requested  a  provisional  order  to  go  into  the  house, 
which  was  given  him,  and  the  master  took  him  into  the  house  immediately. 

1 1494.  How  was  he  managed  there  ? — At  that  time  we  had  no  work  in  the 
house ;  we  had  no  mode  then  of  employing  them. 

11495.  Was  any  body  willing  to  employ  him  in  the  parish  at  that  time? — I 
have  no  doubt  that  if  he  had  been  inclined  to  work  he  might  have  got  work,  so 
strong  and  able-bodied  as  he  was,  or  he  might  have  been  kept  at  work  on  the 
railroad. 

11490.  Might 
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11496.  Might  not  an   individual   of  that  sort  have  been  brought  before  a  fir.T.W.Oiermm. 
magistrate,  as  refusing  to  maintain  himself? — I  agree  with  you  ;  he  ought  to  be. 

1 1497.  And  the  liouse  of  correction  would  have  been  a  proper  place  for  such       24  May  1838. 
a  person  ? — Yes.  • 

114(18.  It  did  not  require  the  erection  of  the  union-houses  to  bring  to  a  right 
line  of  conduct  an  idle  person  of  that  description  ? — Not  exactly  in  his  case, 
because  the  only  place  he  ought  to  have  gone  to  would  be  the  house  of  correc- 
tion. 

1 1499.  Mr.  Freshjicld.']  The  case  you  put  is  an  exception  ? — Quite  an  excep- 
tion. 

11.500.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  one  of  the  objections  raised  to  the  work- 
house that  it  takes  the  person  who  is  carried  into  the  workhouse  a  greater  dis- 
tance from  his  friends  ? — It  is. 

1 1.501.  If  you  had  but  one  house  for  several  unions,  that  objection  would  be 
increased  ? — It  would. 

11.502.  Mr.  Lanrfdale.]  Do  not  you  think,  in  such  a  case  as  you  have  just 
alluded  to,  there  is  some  difficulty  in  bringing  the  proof  before  the  magistrates 
that  a  man  is  able  to  maintain  himself,  such  proof  as  would  justify  them  in  con- 
victing him  as  an  idle  and  disorderly  person  r — There  is  a  great  difficulty  in 
getting  that  information  ;  in  fact,  we  never  got  that  information  till  months 
afterwards. 

11.503.  Mr.  Hodges.li  But  you  state  that  there  are  persons  who  were  willing 
to  take  him,  and  that  he  could  have  got  employment  ? — There  was  plenty  of 
work. 

11.504.  Would  not  that  be  a  proof? — We  could  not  have  got  proof;  but  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  could  have  got  work. 

1150.5.  But,  surely  with  an  able-bodied  man  of  this  description,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  go  to  the  expense  of  building  a  union-house,  merely  to  bring  that 
man  to  the  test  of  his  ability  ? — No  ;  but  we  had  not  a  knowledge  that  the  new 
law  would  eflect  what  it  has  effected  when  we  built  tlie  house ;  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  has  acted  very  beneficially  upon  the  men  ;  tliat  it  has  induced  many  to 
look  for  work  who  would  not  otherwise  have  looked  for  it,  because  they  know 
that  is  the  only  way  of  getting  relief;  and  there  are,  unfortunately,  some  able- 
bodied  lazy  men  in  every  parish. 

1 1,506.  But  a  smaller  house,  you  are  of  opinion,  would  answer  the  purpose  ?  — 
That  is  my  opinion. 

1 1507.  Mr.  JBabies.]  But  you  did  not  erect  that  large  house  to  bring  that  man 
only  to  a  sense  of  his  duty  ? — Certainly  not. 

1 1.508.  You  erected  it  to  bring  other  men  who  were  acting  in  the  same  way, 
as  well  as  that  man,  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  ? — Yes. 

11500.  Mr.  Scrape.]  And  as  far  as  that  man  is  concerned,  that  workhouse 
has  not  acted  as  a  place  for  destitution  ? — It  shows  tliat  it  is  a  place  of  comfort, 
or  a  man  would  not  go  nine  times  into  it  in  a  year  and  a  half. 

11.510.  You  think  the  utility  of  the  workhouse  applies  to  those  intermediate 
cases  in  which  a  magistrate  would  not  convict,  but  in  which  a  claim  against  the 
parish  is  put  in  on  the  part  of  the  pauper,  though  in  the  opinion  of  the  guar- 
dians unadvisedly  and  unnecessary  ? — I  do. 

1 1 .5  n .  Chairman. I  Do  you  think,  without  some  general  test  of  what  you  call 
destitution  and  the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  without  some  means  of 
ascertaining  the  condition  of  tlie  labourer,  better  than  by  individual  impiiry, 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  separate  the  industrious  from  the  idle  man  ? — It 
would  not. 

11.512.  Do  vou  think,  speaking  from  your  experience  of  the  effects  of  the 
workhouse  in  the  Amptliill  Union,  that  it  has  had  the  eU'ect  of  enabling  you  to 
distinguish  those  who  are  idle  from  those  who  are  disposed  to  be  industrious  ? — 
Deci(ledly. 

11.513.  Do  you  think  tiiat  any  individual  inijuiry,  however  pursu<_d,  by  any 
set  of  parish  officers,  would  enable  you  to  make  that  distinction  ? — Certainly  not. 

1 1.514.  Do  not  vou  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some  general  test  of  this 
sort  should  be  had  recourse  to  ? — 1  do. 

11.515.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible,  in  agricultural  districts,  to  adopt 
an  out-door  labour  test,  or  any  other  test,  which  would  have  that  efiect? — 
1  do  not. 

11516.  In  an  agricultural  district,  Mhere  the  applicants  are  scattered  from 
428.  .  A  2  each 
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-4  ^^^y  1838.      ijt;  prartieable,  from  the  want  of  superintendence  for  tlieir  work  :— It  cannot  be 
done. 

n.517.  You  approve,  therefore,  of  th(^  np])lieation  of  the  workhouse  test  in 
the  manner  in  which  you  use  it  at  Ampthill  .' — 1  do. 

11518.  You  believe  it  answers  the  ])urpose  of  enabling  you  to  distinguislt 
between  real  destitution  and  that  which  is  not  real  ? — Yes. 
1  I5i().  And  you  know  of  no  other  test? — No. 

1 1520.  Mr.  Hod<ics.~\  Are  you  not  of  opinion,  since  the  workhouse,  as  the  test 
of  destitution,  has  l)een  adopted  with  regard  to  persons  applying  for  relief,  tliat 
when  they  are  refused  relief  there  exists  a  moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
persons  of  property  in  the  parish  where  they  live  to  offer  them  employment  at 
adequate  wages? — I  think  the  natural  result  of  this  law  will  be  that  there  will 
be  very  few  people  out  of  work.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  we  do  not 
know  3'et  to  what  extent  the  improvements  in  agriculture  can  be  carried  ;  t\\cy 
will  be  carried  much  farther  yet,  and  tliere  will  be  work  for  a  greater  nunilier 
of  people  than  we  have  now  in  our  employment. 

1 1521.  But  during  the  last  winter  and  the  winter  preceding,  were  there  not 
in  many  of  tlu'  parislies  where  workhouses  existed,  a  vast  numljer  of  persons 
who  were  out  of  work? — I  have  no  knowledge  of  a  great  nundier  of  people 
beins:  out  of  work  in  the  last  winter,  from  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

11,522.  If  there  are  a  number  of  persons  out  of  work  during  tlie  severity  of 
the  weather,  ought  tliey  to  be  exposed  to  suffering,  when  the  only  alternative 
offered  to  them  is,  to  quit  their  cottages  and  enter  into  the  workhouse? — I  tliink 
it  is  a  very  good  alternative  to  have  that;  tliey  have;  a  place  of  comfort  to  go  to 
if  they  are  in  distress. 

11523.  Would  you  consider  that  a  place  of  comfort  to  a  man  who  would  be 
forced  with  his  family  to  aI)andon  his  house  and  to  seek  a  temporarv  asvlum  in 
one  of  tliose  workhouses  ?— I  heard  a  man  wlio  came  out,  similarly  situated, 
in  the  parish  of  Flitwick, — he  had  actually  shut  up  his  house  ;  I  lieard  him  say, 
"  I  had  no  idea  that  this  was  such  a  place  of  comlbrt,  and  if  I  am  out  of  work 
next  winter,  here  I  will  come,  and  here  every  man  ought  to  come  who  is  out  of 
work." 

11524.  Was  the  house  his  own? — He  hired  it,  and  I  saw  it  shut  up  when 
I  passed  it. 

11525.  Do  you  know  whether  the  landlord  consented  to  forego  the  rent? — 
The  man  never  asked  him  ;  he  kept  his  furniture  in  and  kept  the  occupation,  and 
when  he  left  tlie  workhouse  he  went  back  to  this  cottage. 

1 1 526.  Was  that  a  man  able  and  willing  to  work  ? — Yes ;  lie  had  been  at  work 
and  he  had  lieen  earning  a  considerable  deal  of  money  liefore  he  came  to  the 
board;  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  the  only  relief  given  him  should  be 
the  workhouse,  which  he  accepted. 

11527.  As  the  man  was  able  and  willing  to  work,  and  was  out  of  work 
because  nobody  would  employ  him,  do  you  consider  that  fair  treatment  to  an 
English  labourer? — I  see  nothing  derogatory  in  it,  if  a  man  will  come  and  apply 
for  relief. 

11528.  As  a  parish  officer,  do  you  imagine  that  that,  in  an  economical  point 
of  view,  is  the  best  course  to  take? — I  do  not  look  at  it  in  an  economical  point  of 
view,  but  it  will  be  eventuallv  an  economical  measure,  liecause  it  will  act  upon 
farmers;  in  some  cases  the  farmers  may  have  turned  men  off  in  bad  weather,  but 
there  will  be  that  feeling  between  the  farmers  and  men,  that  if  there  comes  a  little 
rough  weather,  the  master  will  not  turn  the  man  away,  but  will  look  for  work 
for  him  to  do. 

11529.  In  the  event  of  the  market  for  corn  being  low,  and  the  agricultural 
interests  in  a  state  of  depression,  as  we  have  knovn  from  experience  has  been 
frequently  the  case  in  the  last  20  years,  would  the  farmers  be  in  a  condition  to 
act  up  to  what  they  might  wish  to  do,  in  still  keeping  all  their  men  employed  ? 
— I  do  not  look  for  the  cases  of  depression  that  we  have  had  ;  I  think  in  a  short 
time  we  shall  attain  the  desirable  object  of  cheap  corn  grown  I)y  the;  English 
farmer  at  a  profit. 

11530.  Mr.  Scropc.']  But  whatever  the  condition  of  the  farmers  at  the  time, 
would  it  not  be,  under  all  circumstances,  more  economical  for  the  farmers  them- 
selves to  afford  employment  at  those  times  to  the  labourers  who  may  be  in  want 

of 
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of  it,  and  to  get  wliat  labour  they  can  get  in  return,  than   to  maintain  them  in   Mr.  r./r.Orcmo/t. 


idleness  doing  notliing  on  their  account  in  the  workhouse? — Yes. 


11/531.  And  therefore,  wliatever  the  condition  of  the  farmers,  there  is  still       24  May  1838. 
a  strong  tendency  in  tlie  workhouse  system,  as  at  present  exercised,  to  secure 
employment  to  tlie  laboTirers  in  tlie  winter,  or  in  times  when  they  would,  under 
the  former  .system,  have  been   thrown   out   of  enijdoyment? — That  will   be  the 
result,  I  have  no  doubt. 

11, 532.  Have  you  known  any  instances  in  which  fanners  have  taken  into 
employment  men  whom,  in  former  times,  they  would  Iiave  discharged,  under  the 
pressure  of  that  necessity  of  maintaining  them  in  the  workhouse? — I  have  not 
lieard  of  any  instances  of  men  being  turned  out  of  em})loyiuent  this  year. 

I  1,533.  '^"'l  formerly  they  used  to  be? — Yes;  I  have  heard  of  no  instance  in 
which  people  have  lost  tlieir  work  from  the  severity  of  the  winter. 

11534.  And  do  you  attribute  that  difl'erence  to  the  ])ressure  of  the  workhouse 
system  upon  the  farmers,  rcrpiiring  them  to  maintain  the  labourers  in  some  way 
or  other,  am!  tlieir  preference  of  maintaining  them  ujjon  wages  to  maintaining 
them  in  tlie  workhouse? — Yes;  the  interests  of  the  masters  and  men  are  better 
luulerstood  ;  the  master  has  some  thought  for  the  man  as  well  as  for  liimself;  and 
1  attril)ute  tliat  to  the  new  hiw. 

1  ^535-  ^^^'-  Baincs-I  You  say  that  the  interests  of  the  masters  and  the  men 
are  better  understood  ;  you  mean  to  say  that  the  interest  of  the  labourer  and  the 
interest  of  his  master  are  more  identical  under  the  new  law  than  they  were 
under  the  old  ? — I  do. 

1 1 536.  And  therefore  it  is  not  a  matter  of  generosity  on  the  part  of  tlie 
master,  but  a  mutter  of  j)olicy,  that  he  should  give  employment  to  his  labourers, 
rather  than  suifer  tliem  to  come  into  the  workliouse,  to  be  dependent  upon  the 
rate? — It  will  l)e  partly  policy  and  partly  from  good  feeling  between  tlie  master 
and  the  men. 

1 1 537-  ^ou  have  been  asked  whether  the  workhouse  sj'stem  does  not  operate 
advantageously  in  agricultural  districts,  and  you  iiave  answered  that  it  does ; 
for  any  tiling  tliat  you  know  to  tlie  contrary,  wovdd  it  not  be  likely  to  operate 
advantageously  in  the  manufacturing  districts? — That  must  be  a  matter  merely 
of  opinion  on  my  part,  never  having  been  in  a  manufacturing  district. 

1  i,)3'S.   Have  you  never  bec^n  in  a  situation  to  ascertain  that? — No. 

1  i.'jSQ.  Cltainnan.']  Have  you  ever  contemplated  any  state  of  things  in  which 
it  would  be  jiractieable  for  the  ftirmcrs  to  undertake  to  employ  at  adequate 
wages  every  labourer  who  should  apply  ? — I  do  think  that  desirable  object  will 
very  soon  l)e  accomplished  ;  there  is  now  a  feeling  in  the  men  of  a  wish  to  work, 
and  the  farmers  wish  to  em))loy  them,  and  again,  there  is  so  much  capital  now 
liberated.  I  will  take  my  own  district;  there  is  increased  em])loyuuait,  from 
increased  capital,  and  the  result  of  that  must  be  good ;  for  I  could  turn  to  the 
])aris]i  of  Westoning,  that  having  ])een  quoted  very  much,  to  show  that  good 
Avill  arise  from  that;  I  find,  in  the  year  1834,  445/.  Ga'.  was  paid  for  1,0G1 
weeks'  work;  in  1837,  the  sum  of  823/.  1».«.  Gd.  for  I8i21  weeks;  show- 
ing an  increase  of  work  in  that  year  (tliis  is  taken  from  a  statement  which  has 
been  put  in)  of  7(J0  weeks,  and  tlie  amount  of  wages  of  those  7(jO  weeks  was 
378/.  13*.  (>d.:  deducting  from  those  760  w^eeks  213  weeks  during  which  tlie 
men  were  employed  upon  the  railroad,  earning  in  that  time  118/.  11  .<.  Gd., 
leaving  .")47  weeks  that,  the  men  got  being  employed  by  farmers  in  the  parish,  for 
which  2G0/.  Os.  id.  was  paid;  therefore  this  alteration  of  the  law  cannot  Iiave 
caused  a  reduction  in  the  prices  of  wages,  but  it  has  enabled  the  "Westoning 
farmers  to  give  more  wages  than  the  actual  average  of  the  country  ;  for  1  tind 
that  during  those  547  weeks  the  average  wages  are  f)  5.  5  id.  per  week;  there- 
fore the  farmers  of  \Vestoning  were  in  a  situation  to  give  actually  mori'  during 
the  r)47  weeks  than  the  general  wages  of  the  country,  which  is  [)s.;  and  I  infer 
from  that,  the  farmers  were  in  a  situation  to  pay  that,  or  they  would  not  have  paid 
5  id.  u  week  more  than  they  need  have  paitl  them. 

1 1.540.  ]\Ir.  Scrojx-.]  Is  that  statement  drawn  up  from  an  account  given  by  all 
the  farmers  in  the  jiarish  of  \\estoning  ? — This  is  taken  from  the  table  put  in,  of 
48  labourers  in  the  parish  of  M'estouing. 

11541.  It  relates  only  to  tlie  employment  of  48  men,  and  not  of  all  the 
labourers  in  tlu^  parish  ? — Exactly. 

11542.  You  have  stated,  that  -iGO/.  additional  was  paid  in  wages  amongst 
those  men  by  the  farmers;  will  you  compare  that  with  the  saving  in  poor-rates 
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Mr.r.  W.Oxerman.  to  the  same  farmers  ? — The  ])oor-rate  in  1834  was  404/.,  and  in  1837  it  was  34/., 

therefore  there  was  370/.  paid  in  1834  for  relief,  for  whicli  no  work  was  done. 

24  May  1838.  11.54;].  And  in  1837,  2G0/.  was  given  by  the  same  farmers  amongst  the  same 

men  1 — Yes. 

1 1544.  But  the  370/.  was  probably  not  all  paid  to  those  able-bodied  labourers 
but  to  tlie  aged  and  intirm  ? — No ;   this  370/.  was  paid  to  the  48  lal)ourers. 

11545.  Therefore  the  differenee,  of  llO/.,  the  farmers  pocketed,  and  did  not 
employ  any  labourer? — I  should  explain  :  deducting  34/.  from  404/.  will  leave 
370/.  paid  to  those  48  labourers  ;  but  in  1837,  those  48  labourers  earned  378/. ; 
but  lis/,  of  that  was  earned  out  of  the  parish,  and,  therefore,  I  deducted  that. 

11546.  Then,  though  those  48  labourers  were  not  wholly  employed  by  the 
parish  in  the  last  year,  they  still  obtained,  from  industrious  employment,  full  as 
large  a  sum  as  tliey  obtained  from  the  parish  in  1834  for  doing  nothing? — 
Eight  pounds  more. 

11547.  Therefore,  to  the  whole  extent  of  that  sum,  the  country  at  large  must 
have  been  benefited,  supposing  them  to  be  emplo3'ed  profitabh'  in  the  last  year  ? 
— No  doubt  of  it. 

11548.  And  the  labourers  have  not  suffered,  but  have  been  benefited  to  the 
e.xtent  of  SZ.  ?— Yes  ;  besides  the  1)enefit  which  their  families  would  derive  from 
seeing  their  fathers  profitably  employed. 

11549.  Besides  the  moral  improvement  resulting  from  their  being  employed 
usefully  by  the  farmers,  instead  of  being  shut  up  in  gravel-pits  ? — Yes. 

11550.  M.V.  Ho(h]es.~\  Were  anj'  employed  upon  the  railroad? — Yes,  some 
were  employed  in  1837  ;  they  were  employed  213  weeks,  earning  118/.  lis.  Gd. 

11551.  Are  you  of  opinion,  that  when  the  railroad  work  has  ceased,  the 
improved  system  of  farming  in  that  parish  will  absorlj  all  that  labour  ? — Yes, 
and  more  ;  I  saw  on  my  roail  liere  the  other  day,  what  I  never  saw  in  AVestoning 
before,  25  men  hoeing  beans  in  a  field  in  Westoning ;  I  have  no  doubt  they 
were  doing  it  by  the  acre,  for  they  were  all  stript  to  their  shirt  sleeves. 

1 1552.  Mr.  Bahics.']  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  change  in  the  Poor  Law  ? — 
I  do ;  it  is  notorious  that  formerly  those  Westoning  men  would  not  work. 

11.5.53-  With  respect  to  the  expression  30U  used,  of  "  capital  liberated,"  you 
meant  to  say,  that  the  capital  that  was  formerly  disadvantageously  or  unprofitably 
applied  in  relieving  those  labourers  is  now  applied  in  giving  them  emploj'- 
ment? — I  do. 

1 1554.  Is  that,  according  to  your  impression,  one  of  the  effects  of  the  new 
law  ? — I  think  so ;  thereby  society  at  large  must  eventually  be  benefited,  because 
if  this  400/.  is  now  employed  productively,  there  must  be  results  beneficial  from 
that,  for  the  produce  of  the  land  will  be  greater,  and,  therefore,  I  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  tliat  we  shall  eventually  supply  this  country  with  cheap  corn  grown 
with  profit  to  the  farmer. 

1 1 555.  Chair7)ian.'\  Have  you  any  experience  of  relief  given  in  the  shape  of 
a  labour  rate  ? — It  was  tried  in  the  parish  in  which  I  reside,  Maulden. 

11556.  What  was  the  effect  of  it?— It  was  tried  in  1833  and  1834.  Some 
men  had  been  upon  the  parish  for  a  considerable  time,  earning  nothing,  and 
tile  overseer  called  a  meeting  to  consult  upon  the  best  way  of  employing  them, 
and  the  result  of  that  was,  that  we  determined  to  take  them  at  so  much  for 
every  20 /.  at  which  we  were  assessed;  if  a  farmer  was  assessed  at  20  /.  to  the 
rate  he  should  take  a  man ;  and  then  came  the  diflficulty,  who  was  to  have  the 
first  pick,  and  who  was  to  have  the  last  man,  for  there  were  some  very  queer 
ones  among  them,  and  I  agreed  to  take  the  very  last,  and  I  got  some  that 
could  Avork,  but  did  not  like  it ;  two  men,  named  John  Richardson  and  Sam 
Smith,  were  allotted  to  me.  After  a  very  short  time,  my  foreman  complained 
to  me  that  those  men  did  not  keep  their  hours ;  they  came  very  late  in  the 
morning ;  he  had  told  them  of  it,  and  their  reply  was,  "  Let  your  master  turn 
us  off;"  when  he  mentioned  that  to  me,  the  next  morning  I  was  up  early  ;  the 
men  were  not  come ;  all  the  other  men  were  out  at  work,  except  those ;  when 
they  did  come,  I  remarked,  "  You  are  very  late,  my  lads,  this  morning ;  John 
has  complained  of  you  ;  you  do  not  seem  to  be  mended."  Sam  Smitli  remarked, 
"  No;  if  you  do  not  like  it,  you  must  turn  us  away  ;  we  know  that  the  overseer 
must  pay  us,  for  you  are  under  engagement  if  you  turn  us  away  to  pay  either 
him  or  us."  The  consequence  was,  I  did  turn  the  men  away.  Those  two  men, 
I  .should  now  say,  are  very  good  labourers  ;  they  are  working  very  hard,  and 
particularly  this  Sam  Smith ;  only  this  last  spring,  one  morning,  I  went  out,  it 

was 
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was  a  little  after  five,  during  the  lambing-  season,  and  I  saw  a  man  taking  up  Mr.T.fV.Oiermcn. 

roots,  stript  to  his  shirt   sleeves  ;♦  I  asked  my  sliepherd  who  it  was ;   he  said,       

"  Sir,  it's  a  man  that  3^011  never  saw  work  before,  and  I  never  saw  work  before;      24  May  1838. 
that  is  Sam  Smith,  sir,  he  hates  work,   but  I  think  Sam  will  buckle  to,  and  will 
become  a  good  labourer." 

11.557.  Was  that  the  same  Sam  Smith  who  had  formerly  said  "  If  you  do 
not  like  it,  you  must  turn  us  away,  we  know  that  the  overseer  must  pay  us  ?  " — 
Yes,  the  same  man. 

1 1.5.58.  Does  he  say  so  now  ? — No  ;  he  is  at  work  now  very  frequently. 

115.59.  In  your  opinion,  is  that  an  exact  illustration  of  the  effects  of  the 
former  and  the  present  law  ? — It  is. 

11560.  Making  the  labourer  more  attentive  to  his  work,  giving  him  a  cer- 
tainty of  employment  if  he  does  his  work  faithfully,  and  having  tiie  effect  of 
inducing  the  master  to  treat  him  kindly  ? — It  lias  tliat  effect ;  and  I  would 
engage  to  say  that,  looking  through  the  parish  books,  I  should  find  Sam 
Smitli's  name  in  the  parish  books  every  winter. 

11561.  Is  lie  now  on  the  parish  books? — No. 

11562.  Has  he  applied  for  relief? — He  has  not  been  before  the  board. 

1 1563.  Is  he  in  constant  work  ? — I  do  not  know  that  he  is  in  constant  work, 
but  he  is  in  work  in  difi'erent  places. 

1 1564.  Do  j'ou  know  his  family  ? — Yes. 

1 1 565.  Does  he  provide  for  them  the  decent  comforts  of  life  ? — They  look 
well. 

11566.  Do  they  look  as  if  they  wanted  food  or  other  necessaries? — They 
dress  smart,  the  daughters  in  particular. 

115(17.  There  is  nothing  which  indicates  any  want  of  the  common  comforts 
of  life  ? — Tliere  is  no  indication  of  distress. 

11568.  Mr.  Baincs.li  How  were  they  before,  when  Sam  was  idle,  and  told 
you  that  if  you  did  not  like  it  you  might  turn  him  off? — Very  short;  Sam  used 
to  have  a  j)ipe  in  his  mouth,  and  I  do  not  sec  him  with  a  pipe  now. 

1 1 569.  The  effect  has  been  to  increase  his  industry  and  his  comfort,  and  to 
give  the  fanner  a  good  labourer  ? — Yes. 

11570.  Mr.  Hodges.]  When  you  said  you  would  take  what  the  others 
refused,  what  numljcr  had  you  ? — Five  or  six  ;  I  have  630  acres  of  land,  130  of 
which  are  grass;  and  I  have  been  employing  for  the  last  12  months  26  upon  the 
500  acres  of  land,  besides  boys. 

11571.  Chairman.'}  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  employing  as  many  before  ? 
— No. 

11572.  What  number  used  you  to  employ? — I  did  not  employ  so  many  till 
this  last  year ;  owing  to  the  improvement  in  the  machinery  I  cut  turnips  for 
SOO  sheep,  which  I  never  cut  before.  I  find  the  men  willing  to  work ;  and  it 
was  the  result  of  nij-  experiments,  that  the  sheep  would  improve  if  they  were  well 
attended  to,  but  it  would  require  a  very  great  deal  of  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  men  for  the  sheep  to  improve.  This  last  year  a  new  machine  was  invented 
for  cutting  turnips  more  (piickly,  and  tliat  induced  me,  instead  of  cutting  for 
100,  whic-Ii  I  used  to  cut  for,  to  cut  for  800. 

1 1573.  That  is  owing  to  an  improvement  in  machinery  ;  but,  independently 
of  the  improvement  in  machinery,  have  there  been  any  inducements  oi)erating 
upon  your  mind  to  employ  a  greater  number  of  men  ? — Yes. 

11574.  ^Vhat  are  tliose  inducements? — Tliis  introduction  of  machinery  re- 
quires the  application  of  labour.  Three  of  the  men  who  are  now  looking  after 
my  shetp  used  to  be  formerly  on  the~ parish,  and  I  have  had  no  cause  to  complain 
of  them  ;  they  have  been  employed  with  profit  to  themselves  and  to  me. 

11575.  ^'r.  Scrape.']  You  would  not  have  employed  them  under  the  former 
system  .' — The  difficulty  would  have  been  in  looking  after  them. 

1 1576.  Because  the  men  were  in  fact  indei)endont  of  you  r — Yes. 

11577.  Now,  feeling  that  tlu-y  are  dependent  iq)on  tlie  master,  they  endeavour 
to  satisfy  you  ? — That  is  the  case. 

1 1578.  And  you  are  tliereby  enabled  to  employ  i)rofitably  machineiy  which 
otherwise  you  would  not  have  been  able  to  do  ?— I  am. 

1 1579.  M''*  Hoch/es.]  In  addition  to  your  objection  to  employ  those  particular 
men  before,  from  tlieir  unwillingne<5s  to  work,  had  you  any  reason  to  doubt 
their  honesty  ? — I  may  say  that  no  person  has  been  less  robbed  than  myself ; 
I  have  had  robberies,  and  I  have  prosecuted  the  parties ;  I  once  lost  50  tods  of 
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My.T.ll'.Overmaii.  wool,  and  aiiotlifV -tiiiio  tlircc  liorsc?,  and  I  followed  the  nu-n,  and  I  took  tlioni, 

thereby  slio\vin<^  the  people  that  I  was   determined   not  to  be   robbed  with   im- 

24  May  1838.      jjuiiity  :  few  pcvsous  are  robbed  less  than  I  am. 

11550.  With  no  reference  to  robberies  n])on  yourself,  l)nt  upon  other  people, 
were  the  men  who  applied  to  the  parish  at  that  time  considered  to  be  men  whose 
moral  character  was  not  the  Ucst? — Many  of  them. 

11551.  Have  yon  had  occasion  to  discover,  that  since  they  have  been  em- 
ployed their  characters  have  become  perhaps  as  good  as  that  of  their  neigh- 
bours '? — There  is  not  much  difference  now  between  them  and  the  others ;  and 
I  would  say,  that  I  have  three  men  who  \\ere  formerly  continually  upon  the 
parish,  and  whose  characters  were  not  good,  and  they  arc  now  good  laljourers. 

11582.  That  is  with  reference  not  merely  to  industry,  but  to  moral  character? 
— Yes;  their  moral  character  is  much  improved;  I  could  speak  to  these  three 
more  jtartieidarly. 

11583.  Chairman.']  Would  yon  trust  those  men  now  in  employments  in  which 
you  M  ould  not  formerly  ? — I  would  ;  one  is  in  my  barn  continually,  where  he 
may  rob  me  to  a  great  extent  of  grain,  but  he  never  docs. 

1 1584.  Mr.  Bairns.']  With  respect  to  the  introduction  of  machinery  into  agri- 
culture, you  say  that  by  introducing  that  maehinery,  though  it  abridges  the 
labour,  you  are  enabled  to  employ  more  workmen  ? — Yes. 

11585.  So  that  the  introduction  of  machineiy  has  not  diminished  your  means 
of  employing  work-people,  but  has  increased  them? — Yes;  I  do  this  i)artly  from 
conviction  ;  I  found  if  sheep  were  well  attended  to  by  cutting  the  turnips,  they 
would  cost  me  just  1  d.  per  head,  and  that  sheep  well  attended  to  with  cut  tur- 
nips Avould  do  equallv  as  well  as  sheep  that  have  corn  and  cost  6  c/.  per  head ;  but 
if  they  were  not  well  attended  to,  of  course  it  would  be  on  the  contrary,  and 
that  system  will  yearly  increase ;  next  year  I  shall  cut  for  1,000,  and  it  will 
require  carpenters  to  make  a  considerable  (piantity  of  troughs  ;  that  creates  work  ; 
men  arc  now  willing  to  Mork,  and  I  have  capital  to  lay  out,  and  as  a  man  of 
business,  it  is  mv  study  to  lay  that  money  out  to  the  greatest  advantage,  bene- 
fiting me  and  others  equally. 

11586.  That  is  a  much  better  way  of  employing  capital,  than  if  it  had  been 
enq)loyed  in  paying  labourers,  as  it  formerly  was,  for  doing  nothing? — Of 
course. 

11587.  Mr.  Scropc]  That  liberated  capital  does  not  merely  consist  of  the 
sum  von  have  saved  in  poor-rate,  but  that  sum  being  profitably  expended  in  the 
first  year,  is  continually  increasing  upon  you,  is  it  not? — -Of  course,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  we  shall  in  a  few  years  sujjply  England  with  cheap  corn,  and  that 
grown  at  a  profit  to  ourselves ;  that  is  my  decided  opinion,  upon  looking  very 

closely  into  it. 

11588.  That  great  prospective  improvement  you  attribute  to  the  change  of 
the  system,  which  has  rendered  the  labourer  dependent  upon  his  master  for  his 
maintcsnance,  in  substitution  of  a  system  which  rendered  him  indci)endent  and 
careless  of  his  conduct? — Yes;  the  man  and  the  master  are  getting  aware  that 
the  well-doing  of  the  one  is  the  welfare  of  the  other. 

1158Q.  Mr.  Fre.-^hflcliL]  When  you  speak  of  the  inclination  of  the  farmer  to 
employ  a  labourer  rather  than  let  him  go  into  the  workhouse,  because  of  the  cost 
of  the  workhouse  system,  in  a  particular  instance,  you  mean  to  represent  that 
only  as  one  inducement  to  him,  not  as  the  principal  inducement  ? — Not  as  the 
principal  inducement. 

11590.  Because  his  proportion  of  poor-rates  that  he  thereby  saves  is  very 
smali,  as  compared  with  the  amount  of  wages  that  he  has  to  pay  ? — It  is  ;  I 
have  advised  one  man  in  particidar,  in  the  parish  of  Cranfield,  to  come  into 
the  house;  the  labourer  always  is  paid  lower  than  in  any  other  parish  in  our 
union ;  and  I  have  advised  two  labouring  men  in  that  j)arish  to  come  into  the 
house;  at  the  board  I  have  said,  "  Come  in;  it  will  act  upon  ihe  farmers,"  one 
had  seven  children  and  the  other  nine,  "  and  they  will  soon  raise  your 
wages." 

11591.  Chairman.]  What  was  the  consequence?— Immediately  they  went  out 
and  obtained  wages  of  95.,  the  farmer  letting  them  an  acre  of  land  to  cul- 
tivate. 

11502.  ISh:  Frrsh/ield.]  Your  increased  inducement  to  employ  the  labourer, 
is  the  improved  conduct  of  the  labourer,  and  that  you  get  a  better  return  for 
your  wages  on  that  account  ? — Yes. 

11593.  Mr.  Baines.] 
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11593.  Mr.  Bainea.']  Though  there  may  be  some  cases  of  suffering  in  your  ^Ir.T.W. Overman. 

parisli,  wliere  a  labourer  with  a  large  famil)^  does  not  get  the  same  income  as  he 

would  have  got  under  the  allowance  system,  is  it  your  opinion,  that,  taking  the      ^4  -^^^>  '^38- 
labourers  as  a  body,  they  are  much  benefited  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  Poor 

Law  ? — They  are  ;  but  I  would  say  that  the  parish  of  Maulden  has  always 
resisted  the  allowance  system  ;  during  the  24  years  I  have  been  there  no  man  has 
ever  had  an  allowance  for  his  family,  and  when  a  man  has  complained  to  the 
magistrates,  myself  and  Mr.  Seabrook,  who  is  the  next  largest  farmer,  had  that 
understanding,  that  if  a  man  with  a  large  family  wanted  extra,  we  used  to  take  that 
man  and  give  him  work  by  the  great  in  our  farms;  there  used  to  be  work  by 
the  great;  I  said  to  the  man,  "  You  have  a  large  family,  and  are  in  duty  bound 
to  maintain  the  family  ;  if  you  cannot  maintain  your  family  by  10  hours'  work, 

?ou  must  work  12,  and  by  that  means  be  able  to  maintain  your  family;"  either 
or  Mr.  Seabrook  have  offered  work. 

11594.  Mr.  Hodges.']  The  new  law,  then,  has  not  made  any  alteration  in  that 
respect  r — Not  in  that  parish. 

11595.  What  made  the  alteration  between  that  and  the  other  parishes? — The 
nerve ;  1  got  myself  into  dislike  with  many  people  because  I  resisted  this,  but 
I  was  pretty  well  aware  what  the  law  was,  and  I  made  my  stand. 

11596.  Chairman.']  You  say  this  was  the  case  in  the  parish  of  Maulden;  you 
have  also  said  that  you  had  several  labourers  whom  you  could  not  trust  before, 
in  consequence  of  their  dependence  upon  the  allowance  system  ? — Yes,  they 
were  men  that  had  their  pav  for  doing  no  Mork. 

11597.  Then,  even  in  the  parish  of  Maulden,  supposing  a  man  had  been 
turned  off  by  you,  and  had  gone  to  the  overseer  and  applied  for  parish  relief 
when  he  was  out  of  work,  would  he  have  had  parish  pay? — He  would. 

11598.  Mr.  Scj-opc]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  board 
of  guardians  should  have  the  power  of  relaxing  the  rule  of  giving  relief  in  the 
workhouse  only  to  able-bodied  la1)ourers  in  employment,  so  far  as  taking  one  or 
two  of  the  children  into  the  workhouse,  or  in  any  other  way  assistin*'  the 
labourer  with  a  large  family  and  small  wages? — I  would  leave  him  to  provide 
wholly  for  himself. 

1 1599.  You  think  that  tlie  least  possible  alteration  of  the  law  in  that  respect 
would  be  the  introduction  of  the  allowance  system  under  another  name  ? — Yes ; 
and  it  would  Ije  aljused  directly. 

iitioo.  Mr.  Babies.]  Though  you  say  you  have  not,  in  your  own  parish,  hail 
experience  of  the  allowance  system,  wherever  that  system  has  prevailed,  is  it 
5'our  opinion  that  that  system  was  prejudicial,  both  to  the  labourer  and  to  the 
employer? — To  both;  I  will  illustrate  that.  Supposing  a  man,  having  a  family 
of  six  children,  was  put  into  a  barn  to  thresh,  and  that  man  could  have  from  his 
j)arish  3*. ;  another  man  put  into  the  barn  with  him  to  thresh  who  had  no  family, 
could  have  no  allowance  from  the  parish  ;  by  what  right  do  you  pay  one  man  3  s. 
more  than  another?  for  it  is  literally  paying  him  for  his  work.  The  man  who 
has  no  family  must  have  an  equal  right  to  have  as  much  money  as  the  man  who 
had  a  large  family,  each  doing  the.  same  work. 

iiGoi.  'Mt.  Scropc]  And  would  not  the  man  who  had  no  family  be  discon- 
tented at  not  receiving  the  sauu-  as  the  other? — He  would. 

1 1()()2.  Supposing  the  man  with  a  large  family,  instead  of  l)eing  paid  3.v.  more 
than  the  other,  had  three  of  his  children  taken  into  the  workhouse,  would  not 
that  produce  exactly  the  same  consequences ;  would  it  not  be  tlie  same  thing 
under  another  name  ? — No  doubt  it  would  be  a  worse  system  than  the  other; 
separating  families  I  dislike  altogether. 

1160.3.  It  would  be  a  worse  system,  inasmuch  as  it  would  tend  to  separate 
families,  and  would  place  tlu"  I)ad  workman  and  the  good  workman  on  the  same 
footing,  and,  to  the  same  extent,  make  a  difference  in  the  total  receipts  of  two 
ecpially  gootl  labourers,  one  having  a  family  and  the  other  not  ? — It  would  be  a 
much  worse  system. 

1 1604.  Mr.  Bnincs.]  Aiul  would  it  not  have  the  effect  of  producing  an  impres- 
sion ujiou  the  minds  of  those  two  men,  one  of  them  receiving  6s.  a  week  for  his 
labour,  and  the  other  receiving  3s.  for  tiie  same  quantity  of  lal)our,  tiiat  they 
were  not  paid  for  their  labour,  but  for  having  large  families  ? — That  is  what  the 
men  wouhl  consider. 

1 1605.  Mr.  Scropc]  There  would  be  this  adilitional  disadvantage,  that  it  would 
tend  to  encourage  improvident  marriages  ? — It  would  decidedly  ha\  e  that  effect. 

4-8-  B  I  would 
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Mr. T.  IV.Overman.  I  would  allude  to  a  circumstance  which  has  lately  occurred  in  the  parish   of 

Maulden,  where  the  allowance  system  never  has  l)een  carried  on  ;  two  men  with 

24  May  1838.  laro-,.  families  have  lately  applitd  to  me  for  assistance  to  ])ut  their  hoys  out 
apprentice  ;  there  is  a  fund  belonfring  to  the  parish  of  Maukleu  of  a  few  pounds 
a  year  to  put  out  boys,  and  1  think  in  the  24  years  I  have  put  out  20  hoys  at 
18/.  a  piece;  one,  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Benham,  who  has  a  wife  and  live 
children,  a  labouring  man,  came  to  me  and  said  he  had  a  place  for  iiis  boy  as  a 
wheelwright,  a  person  would  take  him  for  20/.;  he  would  pay  him  10/.,  if  I 
would  give  the  other  lo/.  The  other  is  the  case  of  William  Brown  who  has 
ejoht  or  nine  children,  I  will  say  eight ;  he  said  he  could  get  his  boy  a  place  as 
an  apprentice  for  10/.  ;  if  I  would  give  5/.  he  would  give  the  other  o/. ;  those  are 
circumstances  which  never  happened  befin-e  during  the  24  years  ;  they  used  to 
a])ply  to  us  to  clothe  them,  besides  putting  them  out ;  these  circumstances  have 
liappeued  since  I  attended  this  Committee. 

1  it)O(').  Mr.  Hodges.']  You  have  stated  that  by  employment  in  farming  and  in 
machinery,  and  so  on,  the  labouring  population  are  all  absorbed ;  are  you 
seriously  of  opinion  that  the  profitable  employment  of  capital  in  agriculture  will 
go  on  to  such  an  extent  as  to  absorb  all  the  increasing  jropulation  of  this  country? 
— I  do  think  so  for  years  to  come ;  I  think  farming  is  only  in  its  infancy,  speak- 
ing from  the  result  of  some  exi)eriments. 

"11607.  You  employ,  you  say,  between  20  and  30  men ;  do  you  give  your  men 
as  much  milk  as  they  want,  and  a  pint  of  strong  beer  a  day  ? — I  do  not  give 
them  any  milk. 

1 1608.  Or  beer  ? — No  ;  only  in  the  harvest  and  hay-time. 

iidoQ.  Do  vou  give  higher  wagers  than  other  farmers? — My  men  work  a 
great  deal  by  the  piece. 

1 1610.  Are  their  earnings  equal  or  greater  or  less  than  the  farmers  give  who 
give  them  a  pint  of  strong  beer  and  as  much  milk  as  they  want  ? — My  labourers 
earn  9s.  and  10*.  and  lis.  and  12.y.  and  13*.,  and  .sometimes  18s.  a  week. 

iidii.   Do  they  earn  more  than  9s.  a  week  by  the  great? — Yes  ;  this  Sam 
Smith  has  sometimes  not  earned  more  ;  I  have  known  him  earn  9s.,  when  others 
have  earned  more. 

1 1612.  Mr.  Frcshfeld.']  Is  it  within  your  experience,  that  there  is  now  ample 
employment  for  capital  in  farming  ? — I  do  think  so. 

11613.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that,  at  the  time  the  Poor  Law  passed,  the 
onlv  profitable  farms  were  those  in  wliich  a  fanner  with  two  or  three  of  his  sons 
was  working  ? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  one  class  of  farmers,  those  in  extra- 
parochial  parishes ;  tlicy  were  farming  profitably,  and  why  ?  because  they  had 
independent  labourers  ;  if  the  men  did  not  work,  they  were  not  obliged  to  keep 
them  ;  I  know  of  no  extra-parochial  farmer  who  has  not  been  getting  money  for 
the  last  20  years. 

11614.  Chairman.']  What  do  you  mean  by  extra-parochial  farms  ? — Farms  in 
parishes  with  no  poor  belonging  to  them ;  they  might  get  their  labourers  where 
they  pleased. 

11615.  Did  not  that  apply  also  to  the  class  of  labourers  who  worked  in 
parishes  to  which  they  did  not  belong  ? — It  did. 

11616.  Was  it  not  generally  observed  that  those  were  the  best  labourers  ? — 
It  was ;  three  of  my  best  labourers  did  not  l)eloug  to  Maulden. 

11617.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  tlie  circumstance  of  those  men  having  no 
relief  from  the  parish  to  fall  back  upon  ? — Yes. 

11618.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Were  not  the  rents  higher  iu  those  extra-parochial 
parishes  ? — Yes. 

11619.  Just  as  they  would  be  in  jiarishes  which  were  tithe-free  ? — Yes. 

1 1620.  Do  3'ou  consider  that  the  new  Poor  Law  will  improve  rents  ? — It  will 
advance  the  value  of  all  property,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

11621.  If  that  be  the  case,  will  it  still  leave  the  means  in  the  hands  of  the 
farmer  to  employ  the  excess  of  population  ? — I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not ;  I 
do  not  think  so  ill  of  the  gentlemen  as  to  suppose  that  they  will  take  the  whole 
benefit  to  themselves  immediately. 

ii()22.  Chairman.]  Even  if  rents  were  advanced,  wouhl  not  the  farmer  derive 
great  advantage  from  the  improved  character  and  industry  of  the  labourer  ? — Yes. 

11623.  Mr.  Scrope.]  In  fact,  before  the  landlord  gets  an  additional  rent,  the 
farmer  must  get  an  additional  profit,  and  the  labourers  must  get  additional 
wages  ?—  Of  course. 

11624.  They 
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1 1624.  They  are  the  first  parties  to  benefit  by  the  changer — Yes.  j^^  T.W.Oxfrman. 

11(12,5.  If  there  is  room   for  this  great  improvement  in  Bedfordshire,  there        

must  be  still  greater  room  for  it  in  other  parts  of  England  and  Ireland,  wljere       a.\  May  1838. 
farming  is  in  a  worse  state,  must  there  not  ? — There  is  room,  for  very  great  im- 
provement, even  in  tlic  best  cultivated  parts. 

ii62(i.  You  think  tliat  the  same  stimulus  that  is  operating  upon  the  fanners 
in  Bedfordshire,  must  have  been  operating  extensively  wherever  the  new  law 
has  been  introduced  ? — I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  it ;  I  miglit  illustrate  that 
by  saying  tliat  it  is  clear  that  I  am  right  in  the  result  of  my  arguments,  for  we 
have  been  able  to  supply  ourselves  with  com  for  years  without  foreign  aid,  and 
that  with  a  decrease  from  Ireland  lately. 

iiti27.  You  attribute  that,  in  some  degree,  to  the  change  of  the  Poor  Law, 
not  solely  to  the  character  of  our  harvests  ? — Partly  to  one  and  partly  the  other. 
I  will  not  give  it  all  to  the  seasons. 

11628.  Mr.  LaTKjdale.]  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  many  parts  of  England 
wheat  is  grown  where  it  was  not  formerly? — Yes,  there  is. 

11621).  In  the  wolds  of  Yorkshire  and  Lincolnshire  wheat  was  not  formerly 
grown  r — Yes,  but  still  on  the  wolds  of  Yorkshire  there  was  barley  grown  ;  but 
we  have  not  a  short  supply  of  barley  ;  barley  has  decreased  in  value  nearly 
10s.  per  quarter,  therefore  there  is  the  same  quantity  grown. 

110.30.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  poor  have 
diminished  means  of  supplying  themselves  with  pigs,  and  the  food  with  which 
they  feed  their  pigs  ? — Tlie  result  of  my  in(|uiries  is  directly  the  contrary  ;  no 
manis  more  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  poor  than  I  am;  the  interest  of  the 
one  is  the  interest  of  the  other ;  I  have  ascertained,  as  nearly  as  I  possibly  could, 
from  a  man  who  kills  an  immense  number  of  pigs  for  the  lower  order,  whether 
he  has  killed  more  or  less  pigs  in  18.37  ;  the  answer  was,  "Considerably  more  ;" 
and  1  did  not  rest  my  inquiries  there ;  I  went  to  the  millers  who  supplied  them 
with  food ;  I  asked  them  this  question,  "  Have  you  or  have  you  not  sold  more 
barley-meal  within  the  last  year  ?"  The  reply  was,  "  We  have."  "  ^^  ho  are 
your  customers  ?"     "  The  poor  people." 

11631.  Independently  of  that  information  which  j'ou  received  from  those 
parties,  have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  whether  the  poor  people  are 
more  or  less  in  the  habit  of  keeping  pigs? — I  have. 

11632.  What  is  the  result? — In  going  through  13  parishes  for  the  purpose  of 
re-assessing  them,  I  had  my  eyes  about  me  to  observe  whether  I  could  see  as 
many  pigs  as  usual,  and,  to  my  great  surprise  and  satisfaction,  I  found  a  con- 
siderable number  of  pigs. 

1 1633.  ^Ii"-  Hodges.]  Do  your  own  labourers  keej)  pigs  ? — Yes. 

1 1 634.  More  than  they  used  ? — They  do ;  and  I  could  refer  to  one  man  who 
had  two  pigs  at  the  very  identical  time  that  Mr.  Turner  made  his  table,  and 
those  were  worth  9  I. ;  he  has  now  one  pig  in  his  stye,  which  I  will  give  him 
5/.  for. 

11635.  How  much  of  the  0  /.  or  of  the  5  /.  had  been  mortgaged  to  the  miller? 
— Very  little  is  mortgaged,  I  think,  judging  from  the  appearance  of  the  man. 

1 1 636.  Chairman^  ^Vhat  use  do  they  make  of  the  pig  ? — They  eat  part,  and 
part  is  sold. 

11637.  Do  many  people  keep  them,  not  for  the  sake  of  eating  tliem,  or  of 
selling  them  at  a  profit,  but  for  tlie  purpose  of  manure  ? — Partly  for  manure,  and 
partly  to  sell  to  profit,  and  to  keep  their  little  money  as  a  kind  of  bank. 

1 1638.  And  partly  to  eat? — Yes. 

1 1  G-^q.  Mr.  Freshjield.]  Did  you  advance  him  the  money  to  buy  the  pigs  ? — Xo. 

11640.  Chairman.]  It  has  been  said  that  the  tradesmen  and  carriers  of 
Ampthill  complain  of  the  diminution  of  custom  ;  a  grocer  of  the  name  of  Cla- 
ridge,  and  a  carrier  going  from  Ampthill  to  London,  both  stated  that  their 
custom  had  considerably  diminished  ;  have  vou  any  observation  to  make  upon 
that  ? — There  has  been  a  great  competition  in  tiie  trade  at  Ampthill  amongst  the 
grocers ;  if  Mr.  Claridge  has  sold  less  goods  to  the  amount  of  40  /.  a  quarter ; 
1  have  no  doubt  that  others  have  sold  more. 

11641.  Has  that  been  the  case  recently? — \\  ithin  the  last  two  or  tliree 
years;  I  am  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  two  carriers  have  started  against  the 
carrier  who  is  alhuled  to,  and  they  get  a  considerable  deal  of  custom,  for  I  see 
them  well  loaded  as  tliey  pass  my  house. 

11642.  If  that  particular  carrier  had  reason  to  complain  of  the  diminution  of 
428.  B  2  custom, 
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•ilT.T.W.OTcrman.  custom,  is  it  probaI)le  that  a  part  of  the  custom  which  he  lias  lost  has  gone  to 

the  other  carriers  '.' — 1  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

-4  Ma)  1838.  11(143.  Mr.  Fres/ijicld.]  Vou  think  it  would    be  no    improvement    upon   the 

present  system,  if  a  certain  number  of  the  children  were  allowed  to  be  taken 
into  the  workhouse,  where  tlio  labourer  has  a  very  larp;i'  family? — I  think  it 
would  not ;  in  fact  I  would  resign  my  scat  at  the  board  if  such  a  law  passed, 
knowing-  that  it  must  eventually  bring  us  back  to  the  old  system. 

1 1644.  You  have  described  it  as,  in  fact,  j)aying  one  man  more  than  another; 
is  that  your  opinion  ? — -It  had  that  cH'cct  under  the  old  law. 

1 164,3.  That  was  the  allowance  system  ? — Under  the  old  law  there  were  many 
men  with  large  families,  and  the  farmer  would  give  them  7. v.  or  O.s-.,  when  a 
single  man  would  get  rather  less  money. 

1 1646.  If  the  rule  was  to  take  into  the  workhouse  all  the  children  of  a  family 
beyond  two,  then,  in  the  case  of  a  labourer  who  had  two  children,  and  another 
labourer  who  had  five,  the  one  would  hnvr.  three;  children  taken  into  the  work- 
house, and  you  would  thereby  rather  reduce  his  burthen  to  the  grade  of  the 
other  man  than  do  injustice  to  the  other  man  ? — I  do  not  think  that  that  would 
make  any  iliH'erence  in  the  wages  of  those  two. 

1 1647.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Supposing  such  a  system  was  adopted,  do  you  not  think 
that  the  consefpience  would  be,  that  the  farmers  would  not  give  more  wages  than 
would  support  labourers  with  two  children,  and  that  the  eonserpience  would  be 
to  keep  wages  low,  whereas,  if  the  farmer  requires  the  labour  of  all  the  labourers 
in  the  parish,  they  must  give  wages  sufficient  to  maintain  the  largest  family? — 
Yes,  it  would  have  that  tendency  to  reduce  wages. 

11648.  And  to  encourage  improvident  marriages,  and  also  the  effect  of  sepa- 
rating the  children  from  the  parents  injuriously  ? — Yes,  it  would  act  very  inju- 
riously. 

11649.  ^^'-  Freshfield.']  Improvident  marriages  are  those  in  which  a  man  is 
not  able  to  supj)ort  any  children '.' — Those  arc  improvident  marriages. 

11650.  Mr.  Langdale.]  Probably  there  has  not  been  time  yet  to  ascertain 
whether  there  is  any  ditt'erence  respecting  the  age  at  which  labourers  marry 
under  the  new  law,  as  compared  with  the  age  at  which  they  married  under  the 
old  ? — My  opinion  is  that  there  are  not  so  many  marriages  as  tli(;re  were. 

11651.  Chairman.}  Will  you  take  these  papers  into  your  hand,  and  read 
from  them  the  statements  of  the  number  of  marriages  before  the  law  and  since 
the  law  in  the  Ampthill  Union? — The  first  is  from  Houghton  Conquest: 

[The  Witness  read  the  same,  asfollmvs:'] 

The    following  is  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized  by  agricultural  labourers  in  the 
parish  of  Houghton  Conquest,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,   from  the   1st  January  18;)2  to 
Slst  December  1837  both  inclusive: 

The  year  1S.'j2       ------       7  marriages. 

„       1833       ------       7 

„       1834       ------        1 


Total  of  three  years,  ending  1834     -    -  lo         „ 

The  year  1835       -,.----  5  marriages. 

„        1836 2 

„        1837 1 


Total  of  three  years,  ending  1837     -     -       8         „ 

I  hereby  certify  that  tlie  above  is  a  correct  statement,  so  far  as  relates  to  agricultural 
labourers  only. 

(signed)  Henry  Spencer, 

30  April  1838.  Curate. 

The  ne.xt  is  from  the  parish  of  Milbrook. 

[The  Witness  read  the  same,  as  follows  :] 
The  following  is  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized  by  agricultural  labourers   in  the 
parish  of  Milbrook,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  from   the  1st  January   1832  to   31st  De- 
cember 1837,  both  inclusive: 

The  year  183-2       ------       2  niarriages. 

»        1833 a  „ 

„       1834 3 


Total  of  three  years,  ending  1834     -     -     8 

The 
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The  year  183o 2  marriages.  yir.  T.ir.  Oiennan 

„        1836 1  „ 

"        ^^^' ^         »  24  May  1838. 

Total  of  three  years,  ending  1837     -     -     7         „ 

I  hereby  certify  tliat  the  above  is  a  correct  statement,  so  far  as  relates  to  agricultural 
labourers  only. 

(signed)  George  Cardale, 

30  April  1838.  Rector  of  Milbrook. 

The  ne.\t  is  from  tlie  parisli  of  Marston-Moretaine : 

[The  Witness  read  the  same,  as  follows  .-] 

The  following  is  the  number  of  marriages   solemnized  by  agricultural   labourers  in  the 
parish  of  Marston-Moretaine,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  from  tlie  1st  January  1832  to  the 
31st  December  1837,  both  inclusive: 

The  year  1832       _.._..       7  marriages. 
„       1833       ------       c 

1S34 r, 


!> 


- 

19 

- 

C  marriages. 
■'>         „ 
1 

Total  of  three  years,  ending  1834 

The  year  1835       -         .         -         -         - 

.,        1830 

„        1*^37 

Total  of  three  years,  ending  1837  -     -     12         „ 

1  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement,  so  far  as  relates  to  agricultural 
labourers  only. 

(signed)         W.  G.  Duncomhe, 
30  April  1838.  Churchwarden. 

Tlie  next  is  from  the  parish  cf  Flitwick  : 

[77/e  Witness  rrad  the  same,  as  follows :] 

The  following  is  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized  by  agricultural  labourers  in  the 
parish  of  Flitwick,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  from  1st  January  1832  to  31st  December  1837, 
both  inclusive : 

The  year  1832      ----- 

„       1833 3 

1834        ------        2 


Total  of  three  years,  ending  1834  -    -  10        „ 

The  year  1835      ------  3  marriages. 

„        lt*30 -i  „ 

1837 3 


3> 


Total  of  three  years,  ending  1837     -     -     8         „ 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement,  so  far  as  relates  to  agricultural 
labourers  only. 

(signed)  George  Cardale, 

30  April  1838,  Vicar  of  Flitwick, 

The  next  is  from  the  parish  of  Amptliill : 

[  The  Witness  read  the  same,  as  follows  :] 

The  following  is  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized  by  agricultural  labourers  in  the 
parish  of  Anipthill,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  from  the  1st  January  1832  to  the  31st  Decem- 
ber 1837,  both  inclusive. 

The  year  1832       ------       9  marriages. 

„       1833       ------;)„ 

„        H*34 4  „ 


Total  of  three  years,  ending  1834  -    -     22         ,, 
.4 -2 8.  B   3  The 
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The  year  1835 :i 

„       183(5       .         -         -         .         _  3 

24  May  1838.                                             „        1837        -          -          -          -          -          -  4 

Total  of  three  years,  ending  1837     -    -  10 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement,  so  far  as  relates  to  agricultural 
labourers  only. 

(signed)         C.  A.  Powell, 

30  April  1838.  Curate  of  Ampthill. 

11G52.  Mr.  Freshfield.]  Have  you  any  statement  to  make,  showing  the  indif- 
ference of  the  men  to  work  under  the  old  system  ? — In  1834,  I  have  ratlier  a 
rcmarkabh^  case  of  a  man  wlio  liad  been  in  tlic  habit  of  workinfj  for  me  some 
years  before  ;  I  ordered  liim  to  go  into  the  barn  to  tliresh,  and  he  said,  no,  for  he 
had  made  a  vow  never  to  thresh  any  more,  and  he  would  not  go  in  to  work ;  he 
would  not  bn-ak  his  vow  for  any  one. 

iiCi^j.  You  do  not  now  meet  with  cases  of  that  sort? — I  do  not;  they  are  glad 
to  go  into  the  barn,  or  do  any  work. 

I  1654.  Chairman.~\  Arc  there  any  points  upon  which  you  would  wish  to  give 
information  to  the  Committee  ? — Mr.  Langdale  asked  me,  in  my  last  day's 
examination,  respecting  the  farmers  taking  servants ;  I  wish  to  say  that,  besides 
the  tioul)l('  they  gave,  one  great  objection  was,  the  fear  the  farmers  had  of 
making  settlements  ;  I  know  of  cases  where  men  have  lived  11  or  12  months 
with  a  farmer,  and  because  it  has  been  a  good  parish,  they  have  sworn  them- 
selves to  that  parish,  and  that  was  a  thing  that  deterred  farmers. 

11655.  Mr.  Lanridak.']  But  that  no  longer  operates? — No;  and  I  hope  to  see 
the  law  of  settlement  done  away  with  altogether ;  it  would  tend  to  lead  men  to 
migrate  to  other  parishes  in  search  of  work. 

ii()56.  Mt.  Hodges.]  Upon  what  do  you  rely  for  preventing  improvident 
marriages  and  an  undue  increase  in  the  ])opulation  of  the  labouring  classes  ? — 
Many  yoiuig  men  have  bethought  themselves,  there  will  not  l)e  that  inducement 
tliat  there  was  before ;  if  a  man  had  so  many  children,  he  could  have  relief,  and 
if  he  had  a  large  family,  it  was  a  fortune  to  him ;  but  they  will  now  be  more 
provident,  just  as  they  are  in  the  station  of  life  to  which  I  belong  ;  they  will  not 
niarr}',  because  they  have  that  spirit  of  independence  that  they  do  not  wish  to 
impoverisii  but  to  maintain  their  families. 

il()57.  Do  you  imagine  that  that  check  will  be  equal  to  the  check  which 
existed  before,  by  the  domiciling  of  the  younger  labourers  in  the  houses  of  the 
farmers  ? — Really  I  cannot  see  that  that  would  make  any  difference  in  keeping 
them  from  marrying. 

11658.  Are  you  not  aware,  that  until  within  the  last  40  years  the  population 
of  England  increased  at  a  lower  rate  than  perhaps  any  country  in  Europe  ? — No, 
I  was  not  aware  of  that  fact. 

1 1659.  Mr.  LcuKjdale.']  Was  it  more  difficult  formerly  for  a  young  unmarried 
man  to  get  employment  in  your  parish  than  for  a  married  man  ? — It  was  not,  in 
that  parish. 

11660.  In  the  county  in  which  you  are  now  living? — There  was  a  diffi- 
culty. 

1 1661.  And  therefore  there  was  a  direct  indiu-emcnt,  on  the  part  of  the  young 
man,  to  marry,  in  order  that  he  might  get  employment? — Yes. 

11662.  Chairman.]  Was  there  not  this  additional  inducement,  that  the  young 
man  knew  that  in  proportion  as  his  family  increased,  his  pay  would  be  increased  ? 
— Yes. 

1 1 663.  Did  not  that  remove  any  apprehension  as  to  the  difficulty  of  supporting 
a  family?— It  did. 

11664.  Did  it  not  relieve  him  from  any  necessity  of  using  those  precautions 
and  provisions  which  a  prudent  man,  not  having  any  dependence  but  upon  his 
own  exertions,  would  find  it  necessary  to  make  in  order  to  support  them  ? — It  had 
that  effect. 

1 1 665.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Would  any  of  those  advantages  under  the  new  law  afford 
any  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  domestic  education  and  example  and  restraint 
afforded  under  the  old  system  to  which  I  have  alluded  ? — I  cannot  speak  of  that 
practice ;  I  was  so  young  when  my  father  kept  servants,  that  I  cannot  speak  to  that. 

11666.  Mr. 
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1166G.  Mv.  Lang  dale.]  In  point  of  fact,  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  working  MT.T.ir.Oierwnn. 
of  that  system  to  which  flic  lionourahlc  Member  alludes? — I  am  not.  • 

1 1667.  Mr.  Freshjield.]  Have  you  any  arrangement  in  the  parish  of  Maulden,      ^'*^  -  '^-^  '^^S. 
by  which  labourers  are  allowed  to  occupy  small  rpiantities  of  ground  as  garden 

ground  ? — We  have;  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  about  nine  or  ten  years  since, 
let  about  120  men  have  gardens  of  one  rood  each  at  that  time;  these  were  the 
rules  and  regulations  imder  which  they  held  them  ;  his  Grace,  over  his  difterent 
estates  in  Bedfordshire,  has  700  different  allotments  of  one  rood  each,  and  I 
believe  there  had  not  been  10s.  lost  in  the  rents  in  the  last  nine  or  ten  years. 

11668.  Will  you  state  the  rules  and  regulations  under  which  labourers  hold 
their  garden  land  ? — The  "  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  allotment  of 
garden  land  for  labourei"s  in  the  parish  of  Maulden : 

I.  The  rent  is  to  be  paid  yearly,  on  the  11th  October. 
II.  No  occupier  will  be  suffered  to  re-let  his  allotment. 

III.  No  person  shall  he  employed  on  the  land  wlio  does  not  belong  to  the  parish. 

IV.  No  occupier  will  be  allowed  to  plough  his  land,  but  be  required  to  cultivate  it  solely 

by  spade  husbandry. 
V.  If  any  occupier  is  found  neglectful  in  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  he  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  hold  it  after  the  current  year. 
VI.  No  occupier  who  is  at  work  for  the  parish,  or  for  any  employer,  will  be  allowed  to 
work  upon  his  land  after  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  before  six  in  the  evening, 
without  permission  from  his  master. 
VII.  No  occuj)ier  will  be  suffered  to  trespass  upon  another's  allotment. 
VIII.  All  occupiers  will  be  expected  to  attend  regularly  at  Divine  Service;  to  conduct 
themselves  w  ith  sobriety  at  all  times,,  and  to  bring  up  their  families  in  a  decent 
and  orderly  manner. 
IX.  Any  occupier  who  may  be  convicted  of  poaching,  thieving,  or  of  any  other  offence 
against  the  laws  of  the  countiy,  will  be  deprived  of  his  garden." 

1 1 669.  Do  j'ou  afford  any  inducement,  by  way  of  reward,  to  the  occupiers  of 
those  gardens  to  cultivate  them  in  the  most  improved  way? — No,  there  is  no 
such  inducement. 

1 1 670.  But  in  general  are  they  neatly  kept  ? — Very  much  so. 

11671.  And  rendered  productive? — Yes. 

1 1 672.  And  a  fair  quantity  of  manure  applied  ? — Yes ;  I  think  from  them  the 
farmers  will  learn  how  to  manure  their  land.  It  is  not  every  man  that  can  get 
manure;  they  generally  sow  part  of  their  allotment  with  tares  as  early  after 
the  harvest  as  they  can  ;  in  May  they  arc  dug  in  as  manure  for  that  part ; 
others  will  sow  rye  or  clover,  with  the  same  intent ;  then  with  tlie  little  muck 
they  manure  about  half  of  it,  and,  vice  versa,  that  which  is  tares  one  year  is 
mucked  the  next ;  and  I  believe  that  system  will  extend  among  the  farmers  ;  and 
that  is  one  of  the  things  to  which  I  allude  as  a  cause  for  the  land  being  more 
productive. 

11673.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  extend  those  allotments,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  raise  something  for  their  pigs  ? — From  many  questions  I  have 
asked,  they  all  agree  that  one  rood  is  as  much  as  they  can  manage  well,  if  they 
are  in  constant  work. 

1 1674.  Mr.  Langdale.'\  Do  you  find  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  labouring 
population  to  liecome  possessed  of  those  gardens  ? — Yes. 

11(175.  -'^"d  therefore  it  is  an  inducement  to  good  conduct,  the  possession  of 
one  of  those  gardens? — Yes. 

11676.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Have  you  seen  those  gardens? — I  am  in  the  habit  of 
seeing  them  most  days ;   I  often  walk  across  them. 

11677.  Is  it  stiff  land  or  light  land? — It  is  partly  light,  and  partly  moory 
land, 

1  t678.  It  is  land  easily  worked  ? — Yes, 

11670.  How  near  is  it  to  any  market-town? — Within  two  miles. 

11680.  Do  they  carry  their  produce  to  the  market? — They  consume  it  very 
nearly  all  themselves. 

11681.  How  far  is  each  allotment  from  their  habitations? — Some  of  the 
farthest  may  be  three-quarters  of  a  mile  ;  the  parish  of  Maulden  extends  length- 
ways, aud  this  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

]  1682,  It  is  divided  among  the  people  in  the  town  ? — One  hundred  aud  twenty 
have  gardens,  of  one  rood  each, 

4-8.  B  4  11683.  Are 
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Mr.T./r. 0;w7n«/i.        IK'S.)-  Are  the  persons  havinp^  tliosc  gardens  resident  in  the  parish? — They 

are  hilicMiriiio,'  men  liviii<i;  in  detached  cnttaties. 

24  May  1838.  1  11)84.   I''  it  the  custom  in  tiiat  country  to  furnish  the  cottages  of  the  labour- 

ing men  with  gardens? — They  have  some. 

I  i(iS-,.  Not  to  a  hirgc  amount  ?— No. 

iitiSti.  Mr.  Scropc]  Is  the  rent  tliat  is  paid  i'or  tliose  allotnunts  an  average 
farmer's  rent  ? — It  is  10*.  a  year,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  payini;:  :dl  rates  and 
taxes  and  all  charges. 

111)87.  That  does  not  exceed  what  would  be  paid,  clear  of  all  taxes,  ])v  the 
farmer  ? — This  is  a  very  good  bit  of  land,  and  any  man  would  be  sjlad  to 
get  it. 

1  itiSS.  Is  the  produce  raised  by  the  labouring  man  more  jier  acre  than  would 
be  raised  by  the  farmer,  on  the  average  system  of  cultivation  ? — I  think  it  is. 

n6S().   All  that  increase  goes  to  the  advantage  of  the  labourers? — Yes. 

iibgo.  Mr.  Hoch/cs.]  Would  this  advantage  be  ecpially  great  upon  stiff  and 
clay  land  ? — I  question  it ;  but  I  liave  one  man  who  works  for  me,  and  lives  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  town,  and  he  has  stiff  land  ;  but  he  has  made  it  almost 
as  light  as  the  other,  but  it  is  by  putting  sand  on. 

1  i(ioi.  In  those  districts  of  England,  where  very  stiff  clay  land  prevails,  those 
allotments  would  hardly  be  of  benefit  to  the  labourers,  would  they  ? — The  diffi- 
culty would  be  in  working  it;  there  20  poles  would  be  of  more  advantage  to  a 
man  than  a  larger  quantity ;  he  would  not  have  time  enough  to  attend  to  more. 

11692.  Chairman.']  Even  in  the  case  of  stiff  land,  you  think  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  give  liim  a  small  quantity  ? — Yes,  I  am  an  advocate  for  that. 

1 1()93.  Mr.  Hodges.]  That  is,  you  are  an  advocate  for  the  principle  that  every 
man  should  have  a  good  garden  ? — Yes. 

1 1()94.   But  this  is  something  more  than  a  good  garden? — A  rood. 

1  i<i()5.  A  rood  of  stiff  land  would  be  a  difficult  undertaking  for  a  man  with  a 
spade  ? — Yes  ;  I  would  lessen  the  quantity  in  that  case  ;  he  might  Mork  20  poles  ; 
and  I  would  require  that  no  more  than  one-half  of  the  land  should  ever  be  sown 
with  corn. 

ii6f)G.  Are  you  not  apprehensive  that  the  allotment  system,  though  advanta- 
geous in  those  districts  of  which  you  speak,  may  lead  to  this  inconvenience,  that 
if  the  population  increases,  it  will  be  necessary  still  further  to  subdivide  land 
among  the  ])arties  ? — No  doid)t  of  it ;  as  the  population  increases,  those  men  will 
be  all  anxious  to  obtain  some,  unless  3'ou  take  your  stand  and  say  "You  shall  have 
no  more." 

11697.  Mr.  Laiifjdalc]  Do  you  think  it  may  operate  as  an  inducement  to  men 
to  marry,  in  order  to  get  allotments  ?— If  you  say  "  When  a  man  is  married  he 
shall  have  an  allotment,"  it  might  have  that  effect. 

11698.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Coidd  you  refuse  any  man  who  was  married  an  allot- 
ment?— Yes,  you  might ;  the  steward  of  the  Duke  comes  to  my  house,  if  any  man 
has  not  j)aid  his  rent,  I  have  five  or  six  applications,  I  recommend  the  parties 
to  Mr.  Beimett. 

1 1 6[)g.  If  they  rely  upon  thc^  profits  of  the  allotment  and  are  turned  out,  is 
there  not  danger  of  exciting  that  revengeful  feeling  which  there  is  in  Ireland, 
when  they  are  removed  from  their  little  acres  ? — No,  I  do  not  think,  having  land 
to  this  small  extent,  it  will ;  I  cannot  think  that  it  would  have  that  effect. 

1 1700.  At  any  rate,  the  allotment  system  can  only  be  a  profit  to  the  labourer 
where  the  land  is  light  and  free  working? — I  think  you  may  let  them  have  strong 
land  to  work,  to  a  certain  extent,  beneficially. 

1 1 701 .  If  the}-  work  strong  land,  of  course  it  takes  more  labour  ? — Yes. 

1 1702.  Then,  if  it  takes  more  labour,  is  there  no  danger  of  its  inducing  the 
workman  to  husband  his  own  power  in  working  for  his  master,  in  order  that 
when  the  day's  work  is  over,  he  may  have  strength  sufficient  to  cultivate  his 
own  land? — There  is  danger  that  such  a  thing  may  happen,  and  no  doubt  will 
liappen. 

11703.  Mr.  Lang  dale.]  Independently  of  the  labourer's  own  work  employed 
upon  his  land,  do  not  you  siqipose  that  the  wife  and  children  can  contribute 
very  much  to  the  cultivation  of  the  laud  ? — The  children  would,  where  plaiting 
is  not  introduced ;  but  where  there  is  plaiting  or  lace-making,  they  can  earn 
more  money  at  that ;  but  they  can  assist  the  father. 

1 1 704.  But  where  there  is  not  the  employment  of  plaiting  or  lace-making, 
the  wife  and  children  would  assist  in  the  cultivation  of  the  allotment  of  land  ? — 

Yes. 
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Yes,  very  much  ;  I  often  see,  in  my  own  place,  the  children  assijpting  the  father  yir.T.lV.Oiennnn. 
in  tlie  evening,  weeding  tlie  onions  and  carrots.  

1 1705.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Do  not  you  believe  that,  over  and  above  the  profit  that  a  ^^  ^  ^^ 
labourer  may  obtain  from  his  allotment,  there  is  a  very  large  source  of  grati- 
fication opened  to  him  thereby,  in  the  amusement  and  pleasure  that  he  has  in 
seeing  ins  crops  grow,  and  as  a  recreation  for  his  family,  that  he  is  more  than 
repaid  ? — No  doubt  it  is  a  source  of  no  little  pleasure  to  him,  to  go  round  and 
look  at  his  crops. 

1 1 70G.  Mr.  Langdale.'\  Has  it  not  also  a  tendency  to  keep  the  man  away 
from  the  public-house,  by  his  cultivating  his  land,  when,  otherwise,  he  might 
have  some  little  time  to  stray  into  public-houses  ? — It  has  that  effect. 

1 1707.  Mr.  Scrope]  When  was  the  allotment  system  introduced  ?  — Eight  or 
ten  years  ago. 

11708.  Was  there  any  disjjosition  exhibited,  on  the  part  of  the  farmers,  of 
opposition  to  its  introduction  ? — Not  the  least. 

1 1  709.  jNIr.  IlofJfjes.]  Wiiat  is  the  average  of  cottage-rents  in  your  part  of  the 
country  r — The  Duke  of  Bedford's  are  all  low  ;  he  hardly  ever  charges  more 
than  40*.  ;    but  I  know  people  charge  as  much  as  4/. 

11710.  But  generally  wliat  should  you  say  they  were? — About  3/. 

11711.  \\'hat  do  those  cottages  consist  of;  two  or  three  bed-rooms  ? — In  many 
instances,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  not  more  than  one ;  one  great  thing  that  would 
tend  more  to  the  improvement  of  the  morals  of  the  people  tlian  any  other,  would 
be  to  get  more  bed-rooms ;  there  are  father  and  mother  and  son  and  daughter 
sleeping  all  together. 

11712.  Mr.  Lanffdak'-I  In  the  3/.  do  you  comprehend  any  garden  land  ? — 
In  some  instances  no  land  at  all. 

11713.  Mr.  Scrope.]  Are  you  in  the  practice  of  rating  the  smaller  classes  of 
cottages  ? — Every  cottage. 

11714.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  exemption  from  rate  would  be  an  indul- 
gence which  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  lower  class  of  labourers  ? 
— If  you  were  to  exem])t  the  smaller  cottages  from  rate,  you  would  havo 
your  cottages  smaller  still,  in  order  to  get  the  exemption  ;  but  I  do  hope  that  lh(» 
landlords  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  rates  of  the  cottages;  it  would  make  the 
cottages  more  comfortable  than  they  are  now. 

11715.  But  if  cottages  not  of  small  size,  i)ut  all  cottages  under  r>/.,  were 
exempt  from  rate,  there  would  be  no  inducement  to  build  them  of  a  lower 
description  within  that  class  ? — No. 

11710.  And  that  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  iiuilding  of  that  class  of 
cottages  which  are  occupied  by  the  lower  peasantry,  and  would  be  so  far  bene- 
ficial to  their  morals  ? — Yes,  if  you  exempt  them  up  to  5/;  but  I  think  that  there 
is  a  very  great  deal  of  that  sort  of  property  that  ought  not  to  be  exempted  ;  it 
would  be  unjust  to  exempt  them  up  to  o/.  I'rom  rates. 

11717.  \^'ould  not  that  exemption  be  to  the  advantage  not  of  the  owner  of 
the  property  but  of  the  occupier? — I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  or  not. 

11718.  Mr.  Lunffdalc]  Do  not  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  produce  a  feel- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  population,  that  they  shoidd  contribute  according  to  their 
means  to  the  suj)port  of  each  other  by  paying  rates  ? — There  are  various  opinions  ; 
some  of  the  men  do  not  like  it ;  I  have  heard  some  of  the  men  olyect  to  paying 
them ;  and  1  have  known  other  instances  where  it  has  been  a  check  ;  men  have 
mentioned  that  so  and  so  has  had  relit  f,  and  he  had  no  business  to  have  it. 

11719.  Does  it  not  give  the  same  interest  to  the  labouring  classes,  as  far  as 
their  payment  goes  in  keeping  down  the  rates,  that  the  farmer  or  any  other 
individual  has? — It  would,  to  that  extent. 

ii7'2().  Do  not  you  think  that  would  be  beneficial? — I  do  not  know;  my 
opinion  is  to  take  the  cottages  all  away  from  rates ;  it  makes  them  exceedingly 
angry,  and  it  will  do  so  much  more  under  the  new  Act  where  they  are  rated  to 
their  value,  because  I  can  mention  cottages  that  have  been  paying  !«.,  and 
which  are  cheap  at  4/.,  and  will  be  assessed  at  that,  and  the  rate  upon  that  sort 
of  property  will  be  increased  more  than  upon  any  other  property. 

1 1721.  Do  you  mean  that  there  will  be  an  advance  upon  cottages  beyond  the 
advance  upon  other  property  ? — I  do  think  so. 

11722.  Then  the  objection  is,  not  that  the  cottages  should  pay  nxV:,  but  that 

•r-^-  c  '  tiu>v 
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}>\r.T.W.OTerman.  tliey  sliould  l)e  jraviiiji-  a  oreater  rate  in  proportion  than  the  rest  of  the  commii- 

. nitv  ? — Theirs  will  l)e  an  increasctl  rate,   in  in;iny  instances,  but  their  property 

•^4  May  1838.      will  be  put  upon  an  equality  with  all  other  property. 

I  ij-;.).  The  objection  is,  that  they  will  be  ])aying  a  greater  proportion  of  rate 
than  they  did  pay  before  ? — They  will. 

11724.  Therefore,  the  objection  does  not  hold  good  to  their  paying  rate  as 
they  did  before,  but  that  they  are  rated  to  a  higher  degree  than  other  indi- 
viduals are  ? — Yes. 

1172/5.  Mr.  Freshjteld.l  Do  you  also  find  that  there  is  an  objection  to  paying 
rate  at  all,  that  the  shilling,  or  however  triHing  the  payment  may  be,  is  felt  to 
be  a  grievance  ? — Some  object,  and  some  do  not ;  I  know  many  do  object 
to  it. 

1 1726.  Do  you  think  that  the  dissatisfaction  is  gteater  than  the  advantage  of 
giving  the  poor  an  interest  in  the  administration  of  the  poor-rate  ? — I  do  not, 
indeed. 

11727.  There  is  an  advantage  in  making  the  poor  ])erson  feel  that  he  has  an 
interest  in  seeing  that  the  rate  is  not  improperly  applied  ? — There  is  no  doubt 
of  that. 

11728.  And  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  ])art  of  the  poor  to  complain  of 
cases  of  hartlship  where  people  are  not  relieved  ? — Where  people  have  had 
relief  who  ought  not  to  have  had  relief,  they  do  occasionally  complain  of  that, 
and  say,  "  So  and  so  is  as  able  to  maintain  himself  as  I  am." 

11729.  Do  not  thev  also  complain  of  aged  persons  and  others  who  have  not 
received  relief  when  they  ought  ? — They  do  in  some  cases. 

1 1 730.  And  <>iving  them  an  interest  in  the  administration  of  the  poor 
fund  is  likely  to  lead  them  to  think  more  reasonably  upon  the  subject? — I  have 
no  doubt  it  would. 

11731.  Mr.  Hodfjes.']  You  have  lived   in  Bedfordshire  24  years? — I  have. 

11732.  During  that  time  what  has  been  the  variation  in  rent;  is  it  higher 
than  it  was,  or  lower  ? — Considerably  lower. 

I I  733.  Is  it  not  the  custom  in  tliat  country  when  a  farm  is  let,  tliat  there 
are  a  number  of  cottages  standing  ui)on  it  to  be  let? — I  have  five  cottages 
upon  my  farm. 

1 1734.  Do  you  recollect  what  rents  were  paid  for  those  cottages  24  years  ago  ? 
— When  I  took  my  farm  there  was  so  much  land,  and  so  many  houses;  there 
was  no  distinction. 

ii73.>  But,  generally  speaking,  are  the  rents  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of 
those  cottages  the  same  as  they  were  then  ? — They  are  the  same  ;  for  my  men 
have  not  paid  rent  during  the  24  years  that  I  have  lived  on  that  farm. 

11736.  But  are  not  the  rents  of  cottages  generally  about  the  same  as  they 
were  then  ? — I  think  they  are. 

1 1737.  Is  it  not  a  little  hard  upon  the  labourer,  that  although  the  farmer  has 
had  a  considerable  abatement  of  rent,  he  has  not  abated  the  rent  of  the  labourer  ? 
—  I  have  known  many  instances  where  the  farmers  have  charged  their  cottagers 
the  rack-rent ;  the  cottages  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers  are  lower  rented  than 
any  other  cottages. 

11738.  But  still  they  are  not  lower  rented  than  they  were  24  years  ago?  — 
Not  lower. 

1 1739.  But  the  farmer  has  very  considerably  had  his  rent  lowered  ? — Yes. 

11740.  Does  it  not  seem  a  little  hard  that  the  .same  advantage  is  not  given  to 
the  labourer  as  to  the  farmer  ? — The  farmer  wanted  a  reduction  in  the  rent  for 
the  land,  because  the  produce  of  his  land  was  so  much  lower,  not  for  the  cot- 
tages ;  he  never  took  into  consideration  the  cottages. 

11741.  But  speaking  of  his  rent  generally,  which  included  the  houses  upon 
which  he  lived,  and  all  the  buildings,  that  is  fow  cr  than  when  you  first  knew  the 
county  ?—  Yes. 

1 1742.  You  also  say,  that  cottage  rents  are  not  lower,  does  it  not,  therefore, 
seem  a  little  harsh  measure  upon  the  labourer,  that  he  has  not  had  the  benefit  of 
the  reduction  of  rent  which  the  farmer  has  had  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

1 1 743.  Mr.  Chairman.']  The  rent  of  cottages  miist  be  measured  by  the  number 
of  cottages  in  ])roj)ortion  to  the  population  ? — Yes. 

11744.  Mr.  Latujdale.]  Are  the  cottages  standing  upon  a  farm  generally  let 
to  the  labourers  employed  upon  the  farm  ? — Yes,  generally. 

11745.  Mr.  Freshjield.]  Are  vuu  aware  that  considerable  inconvenience  is  felt 

by 
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by  the  labouring  population  from  the  want  of  an  uniform  system  as  to  rating  or  ^]T.T.|y.Ortrman. 

not  rating  cottages  ? — Yrs.  — — ^ 

11746.  In  some  parishes  they  rate  the  cottages,  and  in  an  immediate  parish  24  May  1834. 
cottages  are  not  rated,  so  that  men  who  live  very  near  together  are  subjected  to 

two  different  rules  : — They  are  ;   that  is  complained  of. 

11747.  You  know  the  parish  of  Westoning;  are  you  aware  that  in  the  last 
year,  1837,  cottages  were  entirely  exempted  from  the  rate? — Cottages  have 
been  exempted,  I  understand,  in  Westoning. 

1174S.  Mr.  Scrope.]  The  law  is  the  same  in  all  parishes;  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  vestry,  with  the  sanction  of  the  magistrates,  to  exempt  the  lower  class  of 
cottages  from  rate  in  every  parish,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

11749.  How  do  you  account,  then,  for  the  variation  in  different  parishes  ? — 
They  are  not  exempted  by  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  but  by  their  own 
authority.  Under  the  new  rate,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  the  overseers  must 
collect  it,  or  get  them  excluded  by  the  magistrates. 

11750.  Your  opinion  is,  that  some  uniformity  should  be  introduced,  and,  on 
the  whole,  tliat  the  lower  class  of  cottages  should  be  exempt  from  rate,  either  by 
making  the  owners  liable,  or,  as  an  alternative,  that  there  should  be  a  total 
exemption  of  them  ? — I  would  not  exempt  them  all ;  I  think  all  property  ought 
to  pay  rates;  the  landlord  ought  to  pay  for  all  beyond  a  certain  value. 

1 1 75 1 .  Would  not  that  tend  to  put  a  check  upon  the  supply  of  cottages  for 
the  poor  ? — I  think  not. 

1 1 752.  At  present  there  exists  a  premium  upon  the  investment  of  capital,  in 
the  partial  exemption  from  rate  of  cottages  ? — Cottages  do  not  increase  as  fast  as 
population  ;  that  is  very  clear. 

1 1 753.  Mr.  Frcshfield.']  And  you  find  that  high  rents  of  cottages  are  generally 
imposed  by  small  tradesmen,  and  persons  of  that  sort  ? — Yes,  they  are. 
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Luna,  27°  die  Novembris,  1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakerley.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Barneby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Februarii,  1 838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.  iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.   1 


[     iii     ] 


R     E     P     O     R     T 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  :— 


TT  AVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
-*■■*■     The  House. 


25  May  1838. 


429. 


[     iv     ] 


WITNESSES. 


Charles  Mott,  Esq. p.  i  &  19 

James  Corder,  Esq.  -         -         -         -         -         -         "  P-7 


[  1  1 


MINUTES     OF     EVIDENCE. 


Veneris,  25*  die  Maii,   1838. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Bameby.  I  Mr.  Langdale. 

Mr.  Fielden.  Mr.  Liddell. 

Mr.  Freshficld.  |  Mr.  Hodges. 

Mr.  FAZAKERLEY,    in  the  Chair. 


Charles  Mott,  Esq.,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

1 1754.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  an  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner  ? — I  am.      Charles  Afo«,  Esq. 

117.55.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  in  that  capacity? — As  Assistant        — 

Poor  Law  Commissioner,  since  the  early  part  of  November  1834.  25  May  1838. 

1 1756.  Have  you  been  principally  employed  in  the  superintendence  of  unions 
in  large  towns  and  pojiulous  places  ? — I  was  employed  first  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  Suffolk  and  Wiltshire,  but  latterly  my  time  has  been  entirely  devoted 
to  the  metropolitan  districts. 

1 17.57.  For  what  time  ? — The  last  two  years. 

1 17.58.  Prior  to  your  being  appointed  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  had 
you  had  any  experience  in  parochial  matters  ? — My  time  has  been  entirely,  I  may 
say,  devoted  to  it  for  the  last  fifti-en  years,  principally  in  the  metropolis,  and 
some  portion  of  the  country,  Gosport  and  other  places. 

I  1759.  Has  the  management  of  the  workhouses  come  under  your  observation  ? 
— Very  extensively  ;  I  formerly  contracted  for  the  supply  of  a  large  number  of 
poor. 

I I  760.  Had  you  ever  the  management  of  any  workhouse  ? — Yes,  the  work- 
houses of  Lambeth  and  Newington. 

1  I7()i.  Mr.  Langdale.]  Are  most  of  the  poorhouses  in  London  still  under  the 
operation  of  the  old  law  ? — No,  very  few  under  the  operation  of  the  old  law. 

1 1762.  Your  acquaintance  extends  to  those  under  the  old  law  as  well  as  those 
under  the  new? — To  botii. 

1171)3.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  as  to  the  general  rules 
with  regard  to  the  inmates  being  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  workhouses  on  the 
Sunday  to  attend  their  respective  places  of  worship  ? — Under  the  old  svstem  it 
was  customary  to  allow  the  paupers  who  dissented  from  the  church  to  go  to  their 
places  of  worship  once  in  the  course  of  the  Sunday  ;  and  in  most  of  the  London 
workhouses  there  was  a  provision  made  for  the  attendance  of  a  clergyman  in  the 
workhouse  for  those  of  the  estal)lished  church  ;  those  who  dissented  from  the 
established  church  were  suffered  to  go  out,  perhaps  either  in  the  morning  or  the 
afternoon ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very  few  of  them  applied  that  time 
properly. 

1 1 7t)4.  Is  there  any  alteration  in  that  respect  in  the  unions  under  the  new 
law  ? — To  a  certain  extent  that  rule  has  not  been  carried  out  so  strictly  as  it 
has  in  the  rural  districts. 

11765.  AA'hat  rule  do  you  edlude  to? — ^The  confining  the  paupers  on  Sunday 
to  the  workhouse. 

1 1 7(1(1.  Do  you  mean  that  under  the  new  law  there  is  more  hberty  granted 
of  going  out  than  under  the  old  ? — No,  certainly  not ;  but  the  rule  which  the 
Commissioners  have  thought  it  right  to  establish  for  the  service  of  workhouses, 
has  not  been  so  fully  carried  into  cfi'ect  as  the  other  regulations  have  been. 

117(37.  Speaking  of  unions  where  the  new  law  has  been  introduced,  is  there  • 

any  instance  in  London  where  the  inmates  who  dissent   from    the  established 

42().  A  church 
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CharUs  Molt,  Esq.  churcli  are  refused  the  privilege  of  attending  worship  in  their  own  chapels  on 

the  Sunday  ? — Most  of  the   London  boards  of  guardians  have  recjuired  tliat  the 

25  May  1838.  parties  should  he  known  to  he  going  to  their  own  places  of  worship  ;  they  have 
required  certificates  from  the  ministers  of  the  chapels  which  they  attend,  and 
they  are  not  allowed  to  go  in  a  body  ;  but  there  have  been  repeated  instances  of 
their  allowing  individuals  of  different  sects  to  go  to  their  different  places  of 
worship. 

1 J  7()8.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  instances  where  that  has  been 
refused  ? — Certainly  not. 

1 1  769.  Is  there  any  rule  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  certificate  is  obtained  ? 
— Tlie  City  of  London  Union  have  allowed  only  the  parties  who  wished  to  com- 
municate to  go  to  their  several  places  of  worship,  and  not  made  it  a  general 
rule  for  paupers  to  be  allowed  to  go  out. 

1 1770.  When  you  say  "  \\'ish  to  communicate,"  do  you  mean  wlicn  they  wish 
to  receive  the  sacrament  ? — Yes. 

11771.  But  if  they  do  not  actually  wish  to  receive  the  sacrament,  are  not  they 
allowed  to  attend  their  places  of  worship  ? — They  have  chaplains  appointed  for 
the  jiurpose  of  attending,  and  they  will  not  let  them  go  out  in  a  body,  for  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  a  pri\ilege  of  that  description  would  turn  the  religion  of  a  great 
many  of  them. 

11 772.  Can  you  suggest  to  the  Committee  any  mode  by  which  those  who 
dissent  from  the  established  church  might  attend  their  regular  places  of  worship, 
without  being  hable  to  abuse? — Unfortunately  the  larger  portion  of  the  paupers 
have  no  particular  religious  feelings ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  5  per  cent,  of 
paupers  in  the  workhouses  that  really  are  religiously  disposed. 

i'7"3-  Chairman.]  When  you  say  that,  you  are  speaking  of  w-orkhouses  in 
large  towns  ? — I  confine  my  observation  to  the  London  population. 

1 1774.  Mr.  Laiiifdale.']  Do  you  find,  with  people  in  that  state  of  indifference, 
any  objection  to  their  attending  the  religion  of  the  established  church  ? — None 
whatever. 

1 177.3.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  w'orkhouses  in  which  there  are  a  consi- 
derable number  of  Roman  catholics  ? — If  I  may  judge  of  the  body  of  the  paupers 
by  an  experiment  which  I  myself  made,  I  should  say,  there  are  very  few  of  the 
paupers  that  are  Roman  catholics. 

1 1 776.  Chairman.]  What  was  that  experiment  ? — I  took  for  some  considerable 
time  an  account  of  every  pauper  who  came  into  the  Newington  workhouse,  as 
to  their  religious  persuasions,  and  I  found  that  there  were  but  three  catholics 
out  of  300  ;  that  is  I  per  cent. 

11777.  Mr.  Lanqdule.]  In  Newington  workhouse  was  there  a  chaplain  of  the 
established  church? — Tliere  was  a  chaplain  of  the  established  church,  and  a 
dissentins;  minister  allowed  to  come  in  as  well. 

1 1778.  They  performed  service  in  the  workhouse? — Yes. 

1 1 770.  Were  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  required  to  attend  one  or  other  of 
those  ministers  ? — Tliey  were  expected  to  attend  ;  but  they  were  not  required  to 
do  so. 

1 1780.  Was  there  service  on  the  week  days  as  weU  as  on  the  Sunday  ?— Once 
on  the  week  day,  by  the  clerg}'man  of  the  established  church,  and  once  by  the 
dissenting  minister,  as  well  as  on  the  Sunday. 

1178).  Were  the  cliildren  of  the  inmates  taught  any  religious  creed,  during 
the  week,  or  on  the  Sunday  ? — I  regret  to  state  that  the  cliildi-en  were  veiy  much 
neglected  in  most  of  the  old  workhouses,  both  as  to  their  moral  and  religious 
instruction. 

11782.  Was  Newington  workliouse,  to  which  you  allude,  under  the  old  law? 
— It  was  then  under  the  old  law. 

11783.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instances  in  which  Roman  catholics  have  felt  a 
reluctance  to  going  into  the  workhouses,  for  fear  their  children  should  be  forced 
to  be  instructed  in  the  religion  of  the  established  church? — I  have  never  known 
any  difficulty  to  arise,  or  any  opinion  given  as  to  that. 

11784.  Possibly  difficulties  of  that  sort  might  have  arisen  without  its  coming 
to  your  knowledge  ? — From  my  ver}-  extensive  experience,  I  should  doubt 
whether  cases  of  that  kind  could  have  arisen  without  my  knowledge ;  and  it  was 
so  well  knowTi  that  the  parochial  authorities  always  gave  the  power  to  those 

persons 
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persons  to  attend  their  places  of  worship,  that  I  do  not  think  it  was  Ukely  to    Charles  Moti,  Egq. 
operate  at  all  in  that  way.  i — 

1178.5.  Then,  generally  speaking,  in  those  workhouses  Roman  catholics  would       25  May  1838. 
have  been  permitted,  and  are  permitted,  to  attend  their  own  places  of  worship  ? — 
I  know  instances  in  which  they  have  been  permitted  under  the  new  law. 

1 1 786.  Do  you  know  instances  under  the  new  law  in  which  they  have  been 
refused  permission  to  attend  their  own  places  of  worship  ? — I  do  not. 

1 17'S7.  Do  you  know,  under  the  new  or  under  the  old  law,  any  workhouses  in 
which  the  children  are  obliged  by  the  rules  of  the  workhouse  to  be  brought 
up  in  the  religion  of  the  established  church  r — Decidedly  not ;  the  Commis- 
sioners' rules  expressly  provide  for  that. 

11788.  Do  you  think  that  those  rules  are  not  frequently  broken  through? — 1 
know  of  no  instance  of  their  being  broken  through. 

1 1  789.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  workhouse  of  St.  Pancras  ? — That  is  not 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners. 

1 1 790.  But  the  question  was  as  to  workhouses  either  under  the  old  or  the  new 
law  ;  can  you  state  whether  the  children  of  that  workhouse  are  forced  to  attend 
the  serv^ice  of  the  estabUshed  church,  be  they  cathoUcs  or  not,  and  are  in- 
structed in  the  religion  of  the  established  church? — I  have  not  had  the  means 
of  becoming  acijuainted  with  that. 

1 1 791.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  workhouse  of  Mary-le-bone  ? — No  other- 
wise than  from  an  inspection  of  it ;  that  is  not  under  the  regulation  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

11792.  Then  your  answer  to  the  last  question  appUes  with  regard  to  Man,--le- 
bone  ? — I  can  only  make  the  same  reply  ;  that,  not  ha\'ing  sufficient  knowledge  of 
that  workhouse,  I  am  not  able  to  speak  to  the  fact. 

1 1 793.  Then  you  are  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which,  under  the  old  law  or 
the  new,  either  adults  or  childi'en,  who  dissent,  are  required  to  attend  the  ser\-ice 
of  the  established  church  on  Sundays  or  on  week-days  in  the  workliouses  ? — 
Certainly  not ;  I  am  not  aware  of  any  instances. 

11794.  Nor  in  which  the  children  are  required  to  be  instructed  in  any  part  of 
the  established  faith  ? — Certainly  not. 

ii79,>  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  read  the  19th  clause  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act? — "  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  that  no  i-ules,  orders  or  regula- 
tions of  the  said  Commissioners,  nor  any  bye-laws  at  present  in  force,  or  to  be 
hereafter  made,  shall  oblige  any  inmate  of  any  workhouse  to  attend  any  religious 
service  which  may  be  celebrated  in  a  mode  contrary  to  the  rehgious  principles  of - 
s-uch  inmate  ;  nor  shall  authorize  the  education  of  any  child  in  such  workhouse 
in  any  religious  creed,  other  than  that  professed  by  the  parents  or  sum\'ing 
parent  of  such  child,  and  to  which  such  parents  or  parent  shall  object,  or,  in  the 
case  of  an  orphan,  to  which  the  godfather  or  godmother  of  such  orphan  shall  so 
object :  provided  also,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  Ucensed  minister  of 
the  religious  persuasion  of  any  inmate  of  such  workhouse,  at  all  times  in  the  dav, 
on  the  request  of  such  inmate,  to  visit  such  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing religious  assistance  to  such  inmate,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
his  child  or  children  in  the  principles  of  their  rehgion." 

1 179*'.  Is  it  not  ])ertectly  clear  by  that  clause  that  it  would  be  an  infringement 
of  the  law  if  any  child  were  educated  in  any  religious  creed  other  than  that  pro- 
fessed by  the  parents  or  godfather  or  godmother  of  such  child,  or  in  case  the 
inmates  should  be  obUged  to  attend  any  religious  ser\dce  celebrated  in  a  mode 
contrary  to  their  rehgious  principles  ;  is  not  that  the  fact  ? — It  is. 

11797.  And,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  you  have  no  information  that 
would  induce  you  to  suppose  that  this  clause  has  been  infringed  ? — I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  instances  of  its  having  been  infringed. 

11798.  But,  under  this  Act,  there  appears  to  be  no  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  governors  of  a  workhouse  to  allow  either  dissenting  cliildren  or  adults  to 
attend  their  respective  places  of  worship  on  the  Sabbath  day? — There  is  no 
authority  of  that  description,  and  I  should  very  much  doubt  the  propriety  of 
allowing  it  to  the  paupers  as  a  body. 

1 1 799.  Do  not  you  think  that  some  regulation  might  be  made  by  which  it 
would  be  safer  to  allow  inmates  of  workhouses  to  go  out  in  a  body  than  to  go 
out  separately  and  individually  ? — I  would  rather  permit  it  for  recreation  than 
religious  worsliip,  provided  it  was  limited  to  the  aged  and  infirm. 

11800.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  desirable  that  every  indi\^dual  inmate  of  a 
429.  A  2  workhouse 
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Charles  Mott,  Esq.   woi'khouse  who  wishes  it  should  liave  the  means  of  practising  his  religion  on  the 

Sabbath  day  ? — I  do  think  it  highly  desirable. 

as  May  1838.  I  liSoi.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  very  strict  obligation  imposed  upon  the 

catholic  by  his   religion  to  attend  the  morning  service  on  the  Sabbath  day  ? — 
I  have  understood  so. 

1 1 S02.  In  case  he  has  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  he  is  bound,  under  a  penalty 
of  great  moral  guilt  if  he  neglects,  to  attend  the  morning  service  on  the  Sunday? 
— I  think  the  pennissiou  is  already  given  ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  where 
it  has  been  refused  to  catholics,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  better  secured  to  them 
by  law. 

118(13.  Do  not  you  think  that,  consistently  with  good  order,  some  regulation 
might  be  made,  afH.xing  the  penalty  of  being  detained  within  the  workhouse  for 
a  fortnight  or  a  month  in  case  of  any  infringement  of  order  or  regularity,  and 
that  some  general  law  might  be  adopted  to  allow  the  ])aupers  to  attend  their 
respective  places  of  worship  on  the  Sabbath  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  injury  that 
could  arise  to  the  law  by  such  a  permission. 

1 1S04.  Then,  in  case  it  was  found  that  in  some  instances  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  individual  governors  or  boards  of  guardians  made  use  of  their  power, 
and  prevented  individuals,  or  prevented  a  certain  number  of  inmates  of  work- 
houses from  attending  their  service  on  the  Sabbath  day,  that  it  would  be  desir- 
able that  some  law  sliould  establish  the  right  of  the  inmates  of  workhouses  to 
practise  their  religion  on  the  Sunday? — I  think  a  discretion  by  the  local  guar- 
dians would  be  likely  to  meet  the  case,  if  they  had  the  power  given  them. 

1  iSoj.  Do  not  you  think,  in  some  instances,  that  power  might  be  abused  if 
the  inmates  were  not  under  the  protection  of  the  law  ? — Individual  instances 
might  occur  in  which  guardians  might  be  disposed  to  act  harshly  in  that  way ; 
but  I  confess  that  my  experience  and  observation  of  the  attention  to  these  sub- 
jects on  the  part  of  the  boards  of  guardians  would  not  warrant  me  in  saying  that 
they  would  be  likely  to  be  harsh. 

1 1806.  If  cases  were  brought  before  this  Committee  to  prove  that  such  abuses 
did  exist,  would  not  that  induce  you  to  think  that  some  regulation  should  be 
made  in  order  to  i)revcnt  the  recurrence  of  such  cases  ? — I  think  it  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory,  not  only  to  the  paupers,  but  to  the  guardians  them- 
selves, if  the  law  were  defined  upon  that  head. 

1 1807.  Would  it  not  be  a  means  of  enabling  children  to  receive  instruction  in 
their  religious  persuasions  when  they  could  not,  imder  other  circumstances,  be 
enabled  to  receive  it  ? — I  think  it  might. 

11808.  And,  under  certain  regidations,  you  see  no  difficulty  in  allowing  the 
iimiates  of  workhouses,  whether  adults  or  children,  to  attend  their  respective 
places  of  worship,  provided  there  is  the  means  within  reach  of  their  doing  so  ? — 
The  only  difficulty  I  sliould  apprehend  would  be  what  I  have  frequently  found 
to  be  the  case,  that  the  parties  would  not  employ  the  time  so  granted  them  as 
it  was  desired. 

11801).  Do  not  you  think  that  some  mode  might  be  adopted  to  secure  the 
orderly  conduct  of  those  who  left  the  workhouse  under  those  circumstances,  and 
to  secure  their  attendance  on  their  ])laces  of  worship,  by  the  infliction  of  some 
punishment  in  case  of  any  disorderly  conduct  ? — That  would  correct  any  evil 
that  might  arise,  to  a  certain  extent ;  I  still  think  that  it  would  be  better  if  the 
boards  of  guardians  had  a  certain  degree  of  discretion  in  those  cases. 

11810.  AVould  it  not  be  a  sufficient  discretion  to  allow  the  boards  of  guardians 
to  make  certain  orders  and  regulations  under  which  the  permission  should  be 
given  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  that  would  meet  the  object. 

11811.  You  think  that  would  jjrevent  the  abuse  of  tJie  privilege  ? — Yes. 

11812.  And,  under  those  circumstances,  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
inmates  of  workhouses  should  be  enabled  to  attend  their  respective  places  of 
worship  on  the  Sabbath  ? — I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  if  those  regula- 
tions were  established. 

*  11813.  Chairman.']   In  most  of  the  union  workhouses  under  your  regulation 

is  there  a  chaplain  ? — In  most  of  them. 

1 1S14.  In  those  in  which  there  is  not  a  chaplain  have  you  recommended  the 
board  of  guardians  to  appoint  one  ? — I  scarcely  know  where  there  is  not  a  chap- 
lain, or  a  religious  instructor  of  some  description. 

1 181.5.  AYhere  there  is  a  chaplain,  what  is  the  practice  that  he  adopts  ? — To 
read  prayers,  in  some  cases,  twice  on  the  Sunday,  and  preach  a  sermon  twice, 

but 
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but  in  others  only  once  on  the  Sunday  ;  to  catecliize  the  children,  and  to  attend  Charles  Mott,  Esq. 

the  sick,  and   generally  to  offer  religious  instruction  and  consolation  to  all  the 

inmates  of  the  workhouse.  2,3  'Slay  183?. 

11816.  Is  he  in  the  hahit  of  taking  any  part  in  the  education  of  the  children  ? 
—  No,  I  do  not  know  any  instance  of  that,  except  that  he  examines  them  as  to 
their  progress. 

11  Si 7.  Tlie  master  of  the  workhouse,  by  the  regulations  of  the  Com- 
missioners, is  instructed  to  read  prayers  to  the  paupers  before  breakfast  and 
after  supper  every  day,  is  he  not  ? — He  is,  or  cause  them  to  be  read. 

1 181S.  Those  prayers  are  the  prayers  according  to  the  form  of  the  established 
church  ? — Yes. 

iiSit).  Are  the  members  of  sects  differing  from  the  church  of  England 
required  to  be  present  during  the  reading  of  those  prayers  ? — Unless  there  is 
any  notice  given  of  the  dissent  of  the  parents,  they  are  all  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  the  established  church. 

1 1820.  Is  it  not  a  regulation  with  respect  to  the  workhouses,  that  the  religious 
persuasion  of  every  pauper  should  be  ascertained  upon  his  admission  to  the 
workhouse  ? — Yes. 

11821.  The  question  is  always  asked  of  the  ])auper  to  what  religious  per- 
suasion he  belongs  ? — As  soon  as  they  get  under  the  regulations  of  the  law,  the 
master  of  the  workhouse  is  instructed  to  ascertain  the  religious  persuasion  of 
the  paupers. 

11822.  Then,  that  being  the  first  step  taken,  it  must  be  known  whether  a 
pauper  does  or  does  not  belong  to  the  church  of  England  ? — Yes. 

1 1823.  Then,  when  the  master  of  the  workhouse  reads  prayers  ever\-  day,  are 
the  dissenters  from  the  church  of  England  required  to  be  present  at  those 
prayers  ? — They  are  not  forced  to  be  present. 

11824.  Will  you  take  the  Second  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
into  your  hand,  and  turn  to  the  GGth  page,  the  letter  addressed,  from  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  dated  the  4th  of  February  183G,  to  Lord  John  Russell,  the 
Secretary  of  State  ;  if  you  look  to  the  G7th  page,  you  will  see  a  paragraph 
beginning,  "  It  appears  to  us,  that  paupers" — will  you  be  so  good  as  to  read  it  ? 
— "  It  appears  to  us,  that  paupers  living  witliin  the  walls  of  a  workhouse  have  a 
right  to  claim  to  be  protected  from  all  annoyance  on  account  of  religious 
belief.  They  are  so  situated  as  to  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  defending  them- 
selves against  intrusion,  which  a  man  living  in  his  own  cottage  is  fortunate 
enough  to  possess.  To  place  any  one  under  circumstances  in  which  he  cannot 
but  be  present  at,  and  in  some  degree  take  a  share  in,  the  forms  of  rehgious 
worship  which  are  not  consistent  with  his  own  belief,  is  evidently  an  undue 
breach  of  religious  liberty  This  is  peculiarly  evident  with  respect  to  Roman 
catholics,  whose  clergy  maintain  and  enforce  among  their  flocks,  to  its  fullest 
extent,  the  rule,  Nulla  communis  in  sacris  cum  hereficis.  That  Roman  catholics 
should  be  jilaced  in  a  situation  in  which  they  could  not  easily  avoid  forming  part 
of  a  protestant  congregation,  is  evidently  improper.  It  would,  we  think,  in  like 
manner  and  by  a  strict  parity  of  reasoning,  be  improper  also  that  members 
of  the  church  of  England,  Unitarians,  Baptists,  W'csleyans,  or  Independents 
should  be  either  induced  or  constrained  to  join  in  a  form  of  w^orship  which  is 
not  that  of  their  own  religious  community." 

1 1S2.5.  Do  you  not  infer  from  those  passages  of  the  Commissioners'  letter,  that 
it  is  their  impression  that  persons  should  not  be  required  to  attend  the  service 
of  any  religious  community,  which  is  not  in  conformity  with  their  own  f;iith  ? — 
Decidedly,  and  I  have  never  known  any  boards  of  guardians  deviate  from  that. 

11826.  Have  you  ever  knowii  any  objection  made  to  a  minister,  of  any 
religious  persuasion,  seeing  a  pauper  of  his  own  sect  ? — I  have  never  known  any 
instance  of  refusal. 

11827.  Are  applications  frequently  made  by  ministers  of  different  denomina- 
tions, to  see  paupers  of  their  persuasion  ? — The  applications  are  not  so  numerous  • 
as  might  be  imagined. 

1 1828.  Have  you  ever  observed  that  applications  have  been  made  on  the  part 
of  Roman  catholics  to  see  members  of  their  own  flocks  ? — I  have  known  several 
instances  of  applications,  which  have  invariably  been  granted. 

1 1829.  Then,  as  far  as  the  workhouse  is  concerned,  does  it  appear  to  you  that 
sufficient  precaution  is  taken,  in  order  to  obtain  perfect  religious  liberty  for  all 
its  inmates  ? — I  think  quite  so. 

4-!;)-  .\  3  11830.  Supposing 
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Ciarlis  Mott,  Esq.       1 1 830.  Supposing  that  it  should  be  desired  by  the  paupers,  and  should  be  the 

wish  of  the  clergjnian,  of  any  denomination,  that  paupers  should  attend  their 

25  May  1838.  chapels,  either  for  tl\e  purpose  of  receiviui;  the  sacrament  in  their  own  manner, 
or  for  general  ]nuposes  of  religious  worship,  can  you  devise  anv  expedient  by 
which  it  might  be  safe  that  that  permission  should  be  granted?— The  only  safe 
mode  I  know  of  would  be  by  the  certificate  of  the  minister  himself. 

}i83i.  You  tliink  it  would  be  desirable  that  upon  the  pauper  applying  for 
permission  to  go  to  that  place  of  worship,  he  should  bring  back  from  the  minister 
of  that  chajjel  a  certificate  that  he  had  been  present  at  tiiat  chapel  ? — Or 
a  written  request  from  the  minister  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  attend,  which 
would  answer  the  same  purj)ose. 

1 1832.  Do  not  you  think  that  besides  the  written  request  of  the  minister  that 
he  should  be  allowed  to  attend,  it  would  be  desirable  tliat  he  should  produce 
a  certificate  that  he  had  attended? — It  Avould  be  desirable. 

1 1833.  And  instances  of  applications  of  this  sort  would  not  be  numerous  in 
each  particular  class  ? — On  the  contrary.  I  think  if  a  rule  of  that  kind  were 
adopted,  it  would  tend  to  check  the  applications. 

1 1 834.  Would  it  throw  any  unnecessary  impediment  in  the  way  of  those  who 
were  seriously  desirous  of  attending  their  places  of  worship? — Certainly  not. 

1 1835.  But,  at  the  same  time,  would  it  not  be  a  check  upon  those  parties  who 
might  wish  to  go  out  of  the  w-orkhouse,  under  pretence  of  attending  places  of 
worship,  but  who  really  go  out  to  pass  their  time  elsewhere? — There  is  no 
question  that  it  would  check  that. 

J 1836.  And  you  think  that  permission,  under  the  check  and  the  precautions 
you  have  described,  might  safely  be  given  ? — I  do. 

11837.  Mr.  Lane/dale.']  Should  you  have  an  opportunity  of  making  some  in- 
quiry upon  those  heads  to  which  the  questions  have  been  directed,  if  your  exa- 
mination is  put  into  your  hands  on  some  future  day  ? — Yes. 

1 1838.  In  case  it  is  discovered,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  inmates  of  workhouses 
are  in  fact  required,  in  some  instances,  to  attend  the  worship  of  the  established 
church  during  week-days,  would  it  not  be  desirable  that  some  general  inform- 
ation should  be  given  to  the  workhouses,  as  to  the  state  of  the  law  upon  this 
subject  ? — I  tliink  it  would  be  desirable  that  it  should  be  hung  up  in  different 
halls. 

1 1839.  That  some  notices  should  be  hung  up  in  workhouses  for  public  inspec- 
tion ? — Yes. 

11840.  In  case  there  were  several  paupers  attending  any  particular  place  of 
worship,  on  the  Sunday,  would  not  tliere  be  a  difficulty  in  each  individual  getting 
a  certificate  signed  by  the  clergyman  ? — I  do  not  apprehend  there  would  ;  the 
numbers  are  not  so  large  as  to  render  any  difficulty  of  that  kind  probable. 

11841.  Do  not  you  think  that  in  some  of  the  workhouses  in  Lancashire,  the 
number  of  catholics  in  the  workhouses  may  be  extremely  numerous  ? — I  think 
that  might  be  met  by  the  suggestion  I  made  before,  that  they  might  go  in  a  body, 
provided  they  belonged  to  some  particular  place. 

1 1 842.  You  have  stated  that  an  individual  is  asked  his  religious  persua.sion 
when  he  comes  into  the  workhouse ;  do  you  mean  to  say  by  that,  that  he  is 
bound  by  that  declaration,  during  the  whole  of  the  time  that  he  may  remain  in 
the  workhouse? — I  apprehend  he  should  l)e  ;  otherwise  it  would  lead  to  those  of 
the  established  clmrch  changing  their  religious  persuasions,  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  the  liberty  which  you  contemplate  giving  to  the  others. 

11843.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  an  individual  dissenter  who  came  into  the 
workhouse  wished  to  practise  and  embrace  the  rehgion  of  the  estabhshed  church, 
he  should  be  allowed  to  do  so  ? — Decidedly,  but  I  think  the  check  that  has  been 
suggested,  would  render  any  change  of  that  kind  a  matter  of  little  consequence. 

11844.  If  an  individual,  who  is  a  dissenter  from  the  established  church,  en- 
•                     tered  the  workhouse,  declaring  himself  to  be  a  dissenter,  do  not  you  think,  that 

m  case  he  chose  to  embrace  the  rehgion  of  the  estabhshed  church,  he  should  be 
allowed  to  do  so.^ — Certainly. 

11845.  If  that  is  the  case,  do  not  you  think  that  a  member  of  the  established 
church,  if  he  chose  to  embrace  a  different  creed  during  the  time  he  was  in  the 
workhouse,  should  be  allowed  to  do  so  ? — Most  unquestionably,  and  I  think  the 
form  of  requiring  a  certificate  would  render  that  change  of  little  importance,  as  to 
what  they  professed  when  they  came  in. 

James 
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James  Cordcr,  Esq.  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1 1  846.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  clerk  to  one  of  the  boards  of  guardians  ? — I  am  Jama  Corder,  Esq. 
clerk  to  the  board  of  i^uardians  of  the  Strand  Union.  

1 1S47.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — Since  its  formation  in  April  183G.  25  Alay  1838. 

11848.  Were  you,  before  you  were  appointed  to  that  situation,  conversant 
with  parish  business  ? — I  had  been  vestr\'  clerk  of  the  parish  of  St.  Paul,  Covent 
Garden,  which  now  forms  part  of  that  union,  for  nearly  nine  years  previous  to 
the  formation  of  the  union. 

1 1840.  You  have  heard  the  examination  of  Mr.  Mott ;  have  you  any  observa- 
tion to  make  upon  that  examination,  with  reference  to  the  attendance  of  paupers 
at  their  own  places  of  worship  ?  —  I  beg  to  state  that,  a.s  regards  the  parish  of 
Saint  Paul,  Covent-garden,  the  practice  of  allowing  pauper  inmates  to  attend 
their  respective  places  of  worship,  was  found  to  be  so  much  abused,  that  it  was 
wholly  discontinued  ;  this  took  place  long  before  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act.  The  propriety  of  this  new  rule  was,  however,  questioned  by 
some  very  respectable  dissenters,  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  and  a  meeting  of  the 
rate7pavers  was  called,  at  which  it  was  discussed.  At  that  meeting  of  the  rate- 
payers, in  public  vestry  assembled,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  rule  was  a  good  one; 
but  a  resolution  was  carried,  requesting  the  parochial  authorities  to  relax  it,  in 
favour  of  any  well-disposed  or  seriously-inclined  pauper. 

1 1 8jO.  The  parish  authorities  being  the  judges  of  the  disposition  of  the  pau- 
pers ? — Yes. 

1 1 8,5 1 .  Who  were  the  parish  authorities  ? — The  churchwardens  and  the  over- 
seers, and  the  committee  of  management  elected  under  the  local  Act  then  in 
existence,  and  who  might  be  considered  as  standing  in  the  place  of  the  present 
board  of  guardians,  although  more  popularly  elected ;  this  recommendation  of 
the  vestry  was  never  acted  upon,  up  to  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  union  ; 
there  was  no  instance  in  which  it  was  determined  advisable  that  this  relaxation 
should  take  place. 

1 18.32.  Have  there  been  applications  made  for  permissions  to  go  to  different 
places  of  divine  worship  ? — There  have  been  many,  which  it  was  my  duty  to  read 
at  the  meeting  of  the  board. 

118.53.  Were  those  applications  taken  into  consideration  at  the  meetings  of 
the  board? — They  were. 

1 1  854.  Were  they  uniformly  refused  ? — They  were. 

118.5,).  Upon  what  ground? — Upon  examining  into  the  cases' of  the  appli- 
cants it  was  found  that  they  were  not  cases  in  which  it  was  advisable  that  any 
relaxation  of  the  rule  should  take  place. 

118.56.  During  that  time,  was  there  no  application  made  by  a  person  who 
might  be  considered  a  seriously-inclined  person  ? — The  committee  and  the  parish 
authorities  did  not  consider  any  single  application  entitled  to  be  granted. 

118.57.  Then  the  practice  was,  as  you  say,  uniformly  to  refuse  it ;  that  being 
the  rule,  what  provision  was  made  for  the  religious  instruction  of  the  inmates  of 
the  workhouse  ? — Not  so  good  at  that  time  as  it  now  is  ;  we  had  a  chaplain  of  the 
worldiouse  in  Cleveland-street,  but  he  was  the  curate  of  the  parish,  and  it  was 
inconvenient  for  him,  to  attend  the  workhouse  on  the  Sunday  ;  the  consequence 
was,  that  the  paupers  had  chvine  service  performed  only  once  a  week,  on  the 
Friday  evening  ;  under  the  new  law  they  have  not  only  week-day  semce,  but 
they  have  service  twice  on  the  Sunday,  with  a  sermon. 

1 1 8.58.  By  whom  is  the  week-day  sen-ice  performed  '?— By  the  chaplain. 

1 1850.  Does  he  attend  more  than  once  a  week '? — Twice  on  the  Sunday,  and 
once  in  the  week  at  each  of  the  workhouses  in  the  union  ;  we  have  two  workhouses. 

1 1  860.  Is  he  also  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  workhouse  for  the  jmrpose  of 
observing  the  condition  of  the  inmates  ? — Yes,  and  of  visiting  the  sick  wards,  and 
administering  rehgious  consolation  to  the  aged  and  sick  paupers. 

1 1861.  In  case  of  any  application  from  a  pauper  for  rehgious  instruction  and  • 
consolation,  the  chaplain  would  attend  ? — Certainly  ;  he  is  immediately  sent  for, 

and  invariably  obeys  the  summons. 

1 1 862.  Was  there  any  insurance  of  that  under  the  former  law  ? — Certainly 
not ;  the  clergyman  would  have  attended  to  administer  the  sacrament  to  a  sick 
or  dying  pauper,  but  the  attendance  was  not  by  any  means  so  good  as  it  now  is. 

11863.  What  was  the  i)ractice  with  regard  to  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse 
who  might  happen  to  be  members  of  ditferent    dissenting  congrcsjations  ? — I 

4-9-  A  4  remember 
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James  Cordtr,  Esq.    remember  an  application  being  made  by  some  dissenters  for  permission  to  attend 

and  administer  reliu;ious  consolation,  or  probably  to  deliver  discourses  to  the 

£5  May  1838.     inmates  ot"  the  house. 

1 1 864.  Were  those  dissenting  ministers  ? — I  believe  they  were  licensed 
teachers  ;  and  it  was  refused  by  the  then  parish  officers. 

1 1  S6,5.  On  what  ground  was  it  refused  ? — They  considered  that  the  attendance 
of  the  chaplain,  whose  office  and  duty  it  was,  was  sufficient ;  the  practice  now  is 
very  different. 

ii8(')(i.  The  parish  officers  considered  that  the  religious  instruction  should  be 
confined  to  instruction  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  England  ? 
— Their  decision,  practically,  had  that  effect. 

I  iStij.  What  is  the  practice  now? — The  workhouse  doors  arc  open  to  every 
catholic  clerg>-man,  dissenting  minister  or  properly  qualified  teacher,  at  the  re- 
quest of  anv  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse. 

1  i!S()S.  just  explain  what  you  mean  by  a  properly  qualified  teacher? — I  believe 
dissenting  ministers  take  out  their  license  at  the  (juarter  sessions. 

ii8()0.  Any  of  those  parties,  so  licensed  by  law  to  instruct  i)ersons  in  reli- 
gious matters,  arc  allowed  to  attend  paupers  of  their  own  persuasion  in  the  work- 
house ? — Certainly. 

1 1S70.  Mr.  LidcML]  Upon  the  application  of  those  paupers? — Yes,  upon  the 
application  of  any  inmate  of  the  house. 

11871.  Cluiirman.]  That  applies  to  catholics  as  well  as  to  other  dissenters? 
—Yes. 

11S72.  Have  you  any  catholics  in  your  workhouse? — We  have;  I  may  state 
that  the  catholic  clergymen  do  not  attend,  except  in  cases  of  extreme  danger, 
and  then  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  extreme  unction.  If  any  catholic 
inmate  expresses  a  wish  to  see  his  or  her  priest,  a  messenger  is  sent  to  that 
priest. 

11873.  Mr.  LiddelL]  But  you  say  they  do  not  usually  attend  those  sum- 
monses, except  in  cases  of  extreme  illness  ?  — The  masters  of  the  workhouses  tell 
me,  that  only  in  cases  of  extreme  danger  do  they  attend,  and  then  for  the  purpose 
of  administering  the  extreme  unction. 

11874.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  state  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  with 
respect  to  religious  worship  within  the  workhouse  ;  do  you  allow  any  members  of 
dissenting  congregations,  whether  catholic  or  protestant,  to  go  to  their  own 
chapels  ?— We  do  not ;  the  question  has  been  more  than  once  mooted  at  our 
board,  and  in  each  instance  the  board  have  decided  that  the  practice  was  incon- 
venient and  inexpedient. 

1187.').  During  the  time  that  you  were  connected  with  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  St.  Paul's,  Covent-garden,  did  you  ever  observe  that  any  inconvenience 
resulted  from  parties  being  allowed  to  leave  the  workhouse  for  the  i)urpose  of 
going  to  their  own  places  of  religious  worship  ? — My  own  opinion  is,  from  prac- 
tical observation,  that  not  in  one  case  out  of  ten  was  the  permission  properly 
used  as  regards  the  established  church.  I  used  to  make  particular  observation, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that,  out  of  200  paupers,  five  were  in  the  habit  of 
attending  the  established  church  ;  and  in  visiting  the  workhouse,  which  at  that 
time  1  frecjuently  did  after  church  on  the  Sunday,  I  have  fre([uently  seen  the 
pau])ers  returning  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  It  was  no  unconunon  practice  for 
some  of  them  to  be  seen  in  a  place  called  Seven  Dials,  near  to  St.  Giles-in- 
the  Fields,  congregated  together,  also  in  a  state  of  inebriety. 

1 1 87().  Were  those  parties  who  had  left  the  workhouse  upon  their  own  appli- 
cation, having  expressed  a  desire  to  attend  a  place  of  worship? — No;  at  that 
time  permission  was  given  to  all  the  inmates  to  go  ;  and  the  abuse  of  that  privi- 
lege led  to  the  utter  abrogation  of  the  rule. 

1  1  S77.  The  observations  you  have  just  made  apply  to  persons  who  professed 
themselves  to  be  members  of  the  church  of  England  ? — Certainly  ;  but  I  speak 
as  regards  members  of  the  estabhshed  church,  because  the  great  majority  of  the 
inmates  profess  to  be  members  of  the  established  church. 

11875.  Mr.  Uddcll.]  The  privilege  you  alluded  to,  in  your  last  answer  but 
one,  was  the  privilege  of  absenting  themselves  from  the  workhouse  on  the 
Sabbath  ?— Yes. 

1 1871).  That  privilege  was  conferred  under  the  idea  that  they  wished  to  avail 
themselves  of  that  opportunity  of  attending  rehgious  worship  ? — Yes. 

118S0.  Mr. 
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1 1880.  Mr.  Fresh  field.]  That  applied  to  paupers  of  all  denominations? — Yes.    jama  Carder,  Esq 

11881.  Chairma/i.]  Do  you  observe  that  the  same  results  took  place  with  refer-      

ence  to  Roman  catholics  or  protestant  dissenters  who  miirlit  be   in  the  house?       •j.-;  Maj' 1838. 
— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  did. 

11882.  That  being  the  case,  have  you  heard  what  Mr.  Mott  has  said  of  the 
necessity  of  making  some  regulation  in  order  to  ascertain  that  those  parties  do 
attend  their  own  places  of  worship  ? — I  have. 

11883.  Do  you  concur  in  the  propriety  of  granting  no  relaxation  of  the  refu- 
sal which  now'exists,  under  the  precautions  stated,  or  any  other  precautions  that 
might  be  devised  ? — On  principle,  it  might  seem  to  be  extremely  desirable  ;  but 
I  think,  in  practice,  that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  and  inexpedient.  I  consider, 
that  inmates  of  workhouses,  in  not  being  allowed  to  attend  their  own  places  of  wor- 
ship, are  only  submitting  to  an  inconvenience  which  many  domestic  servants,  and 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  others,  are  under  the  necessity  of  submitting  to.  In 
many  parts  of  the  country  catholic  chapels  are  very  far  distant  from  each  other ; 
at  Wimbledon,  to  my  own  knowledge,  there  are  several  catholic  families  and  they 
have  no  catholic  chapel  nearer  to  them  than  Hammersmith,  and,  in  the  other 
direction,  beyond  Croydon. 

1 1 884.  Though  that  may  be  true  with  reference  to  particular  locaUties  and  par- 
ticular classes  of  persons  and  pursuits  in  life,  still  in  a  matter  so  important  as 
religious  worship,  should  you  not  think  it  desirable  to  give  every  facility  to  the 
inmates  of  the  workhouse,  that  was  compatible  with  the  regulation  and  order  of 
the  house  ? — If  the  proper  use  and  observance  of  it  could  be  insured. 

11885.  Do  not  you  think  the  precaution  of  requiring  a  certificate  from  the 
minister  of  the  congregation,  or  the  clerk,  or  some  authorized  officer  of  the  con- 
gregation, that  the  person  who  had  been  permitted  to  leave  the  workhouse  had 
attended  the  place  of  worship,  and  that  he  returned  in  a  reasonable  time  from 
that  place  of  worship,  that  that  would  be  a  sufficient  security  ? — If  the  officer  who 
gave  that  certificate  was  responsible  ;  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  any  one  less 
responsible  than  the  priest  or  minister  of  the  chapel  would  not  do. 

1 1886.  But,  confining  yourself,  then,  to  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  minister  or 
priest  of  the  chapel,  do  you  think  that  that  would  be  a  sufficient  security  that  the 
man  had  really  attended  the  place  of  worship  ? — If  the  document  certified  that 
he  knew,  from  his  own  observation,  that  the  pauper  had  been  there  ;  but  I  am 
very  much  afraid  that,  unless  the  certificate  emanated  from  a  person  of  honour- 
able feeling,  for  instance  the  clergyman  who  would  feel  the  great  responsibility, 
the  practice  would  in  a  veiy  short  time  dwindle  into  a  mere  formality,  and  thart 
the  check  would  be  of  veiy  little  avail. 

11887.  If  you  add  to  the  precaution  that  has  been  suggested,  of  a  certificate 
from  the  minister  of  the  congregation,  a  power  of  imposing  a  penalty,  in  the 
shape  of  a  refusal  to  any  subsequent  permission  to  leave  the  workhouse,  in  case 
of  misconduct,  or  in  case  of  drunkenness,  or  of  remaining  out  beyond  a  reason- 
able time,  should  you  not  think  the  workhouse  would  be  protected  from  irre- 
gular conduct  ? — No,  I  think  not ;  and  I  will  state  why  I  entertain  that  opinion. 
In  our  union,  the  board  of  guardians  have  given  to  the  inmates  the  privilege  of 
going  out  once  in  the  week  on  Monday,  subject  to  certain  restrictions. 

1 188S.  Describe  the  restrictions  ? — Between  certain  hours,  and  that  they  shall 
not  be  under  any  suspension  of  liberty  at  the  time.  Every  Monday  is  the  liberty 
day.  The  inmates  are  divided  into  four  classes  ;  the  males  go  out  in  rotation  on 
two  Mondays,  and  the  females  on  the  two  following  Mondays.  It  seldom  happens 
that  any  Monday  passes  without  one  or  more  returning  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 
Tlie  rule,  is  in  those  cases,  to  suspend  their  liberty,  and  to  withdraw  certain  in- 
dulgences for  a  certain  period  ;  the  liberty  is  suspended  for  six  months,  but  it  fre- 
quently occurs  that  the  same  parties  have  their  liberty  suspended  again  and  again. 

18880.  Mr.  LiddelL]  In  principle,  you  would  say  that  such  a  permission  to 
paupers  to  attend  places  of  worship  is  desirable,  but  that  your  objections  are 
mainly  founded  upon  your  own  experience  in  the  very  populous  district  in  which 
you  have  acted  r — Certainly,  that  is  the  case. 

18890.  May  it  not  occur,  that  while  those  objections  may  be  found  to  exist  in 
so  populous  a  neighbourhood  as  that  part  of  London,  that  in  many  or  most 
other  localities,  the  permission  might  be  comparatively  innocent ! — I  think  not  ; 
and  I  think  any  officer,  practically  acquainted  as  I  have  been,  and  of  whom  there 
are  many,  with  the  old  law,  would  give  the  same  opinion  to  the  Committee. 

429.  n  I  tliinlv. 
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James  Corder  Esq.  ^  think  you  would  hardly  have  a  workhouse  master  of  any  experience  in  the 

L        metropolis  before  you  who  would  not  give  the  same  opinion,  arising  from  prac- 

25  May  1838.      tical  experience. 

1 1 8c)  1 .  Even  if  you  dare  not  trust  the  adults  out  of  the  workhouse,  might  not 
some  regulation  be  establislicd  for  the  providing  that  the  children  in  the  work- 
house should  attend  the  parish  church  ? — In  the  metropolis  there  are  very  few 
children  in  the  workhouses.  Under  certain  Acts  of  Parliament  they  are  obliged, 
under  a  certain  age,  to  be  sent  out  of  town  a  certain  number  of  miles  ;  our 
children  are  placed  at  Tooting,  and  there  they  have  the  privilege,  as  many  as  can 
be  accommodated,  of  going  to  church,  and  the  residue  have  sei-vice  at  home. 

1 1892.  Mr.  Lamjdule.']  Supposing  it  appeai-s  that  in  St.  Pancras  and  in  some 
of  the  other  workhouses  this  liberty  can  be  given  and  not  abused,  do  you  see 
any  thing  in  your  own  particular  union  that  should  prevent  its  being  adopted 
there  ? — The  difficulty  would  be,  as  I  have  already  stated,  to  prevent  its  being 
abused,  and  to  ensure  a  proper  observance  of  the  privilege  granted. 

1 1803.  But  supposing,  in  fact  it  appears  that  it  is  adopted,  and  is  the  prac- 
tice in  the  workhouse  of  St.  Pancras  ;  is  there  any  circumstance  attached  to 
your  union  which  would  put  it  in  a  different  situation  from  St.  Pancras  ? — I  do 
not  think  our  union,  either  in  locaUty  or  on  any  other  ground,  differs  from  tlie 
metropolis  generally  ;  I  have  already  stated  that,  upon  principle,  it  docs  seem  to 
me  to  be  desirable,  if  it  can  be  safely  accomphshed,  that  inmates  should  have  the 
pri^'ilege  of  attending  their  respective  places  of  worship. 

ii8()4.  Do  you  think  that  even  a  considerable  degree  of  inconvenience  would 
be  sufficient  ground  to  debar  the  indi\dduals  in  the  workhouse  from  being  allowed 
to  attend  their  places  of  worship  on  the  Sabbath  day  ? — I  am  sorry  to  say,  that 
when  the  privilege  has  been  granted,  instead  of  returning  home  in  a  solemn  and 
quiet  frame  of  mind,  they  have  been,  as  the  workhouse  masters  tell  me,  more 
excited  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  than  if  they  had  not  be^  out  at  all. 

1 1 895.  My  question  did  not  regard  their  returning  disorderly,  but  the  degree 
of  inconvenience  as  breaking  thi'ough  the  regular  system  of  the  workhouse ;  do 
you  consider,  supposing  disorderly  and  immoral  conduct  could  be  guarded 
against,  that  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the  interruj)tion  of  the  regularity  of 
the  workhouse  ought  to  be  sufficient  ground  to  prevent  their  being  permitted  to 
attend  service  on  the  Sabbath  at  their  respective  places  of  worship  ? — I  think 
that  alone  would  not  be  sufficient  ground. 

1 1 890.  You  conceive  that  the  ground  of  objection  is  the  immorality  and  dis- 
orderly conduct  that  occurs  when  the  paupers  are  allowed  to  go  out  r — Precisely 
so,  though  I  think  it  extremely  desirable  that  order  and  discipline  in  the  esta- 
blishment should  be  maintained  ;  for  gentlemen  not  practically  acquainted  with 
the  subject  can  hardly  form  an  opinion  of  the  description  of  characters,  generally, 
who  are  inmates  of  the  London  workhouses. 

1 1897.  But  supposing  that  some  mode  could  be  adopted  for  securing  that  the 
inmates  who  leave  the  workhouse  really  go  to  their  places  of  worship,  and  come 
back  again  in  an  orderly  manner  ;  under  those  circumstances  you  would  think  it 
desirable  that  they  should  have  the  pri\alege  ? — On  principle,  I  should. 

11898.  You  have  stated  that  sokhers  and  sailors  have  not  the  power  of  attend- 
ing divine  worship ;  are  you  aware  that  catholic  soldiers,  though  they  are  in 
barracks,  are  regularly  marched  from  their  barracks  to  the  catholic  chapel  on  a 
Sunday  ? — When  in  barracks  ;  but  soldiers  as  well  as'sailors  must  submit  to  the  in- 
convenience, when  on  a  voyage,  of  not  attending  their  own  public  place  of  worship. 

1 1  Sq().  You  mean  to  say  by  that,  that  when  there  is  an  impossibiUty  of 
attending  sen-ice  they  cannot  do  so  ? — They  cannot. 

1 1900.  But  that  where  there  is  a  possibUity,  even  in  the  case  of  soldiers,  they 
are  allowed  this  privilege  ? — By  law  they  are,  and  they  are  marched  to  chapel. 

Jigoi.  You  have  said  that  there  are  several  catholics  in  your  workhouses ; 
will  you  mention  a  particular  workhouse  in  which  you  consider  there  is  the 
greatest  number  of  catholics  r — We  have  two  Avorkhouses,  one  in  Cleveland- 
street,  Fitzroy-square,  and  the  other  in  Portugal-street,  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields ; 
I  do  not  think  the  number  considerable  in  either,  but  there  are  several  in  both. 

11902.  What  number  do  you  suppose? — In  giving  the  number  statistically 
I  might  mislead  the  Committee  ;  but  in  the  Portugal-street  house  I  think 
I  understood  that  they  are  verj'  inconsiderable  ;  out  of  about  200  I  think  there 
are  not  more  than  10  or  12  ;  at  the  Cleveland-street  house  the  number  of  inmates 


is  greater. 


11903.   Chairman.'] 
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11903.  Chairman.']  Is  the  number  of  catholics  greater ? — Not  in  proportion;  James  Corder,  Esq. 

I  believe  that  out  of  an  average  number  of  350  paupers  in  that  estabhshment,        

there  are  not  more  than  20  Catholics.  '25  ^lay  1838. 

1 1 904.  Mr.  Langdale.]  Have  those  paupers  any  catholic  children  ? — I  do  not 
think  that  they  have  ;  we  have  what  is  generally  called  in  Lf»ndon  Irish  casuals, 
in  our  Portugal-street  house ;  but  they  are  there  only  for  a  few  days  previously 
to  their  being  passed  to  Ireland. 

1190.5.  Are  those  catholics  that  you  aUude  to,  forced  to  attend  the  ser^^ce 
which  is  performed  every  day  in  the  workhouse  ? — They  are  not  compelled  to 
attend  the  prayers,  if  they  dissent  from  them. 

11906,  Have  you  any  instance  in  which  they  have  dissented  from  them? — 
I  think  we  have  had  instances  in  which  they  have  dissented,  and  have  not 
attended ;  their  attendance  has  never  been  enforced  where  they  have  had  any 
religious  scruples. 

1 1907.  But  the  general  rule  is  that  they  do  attend?— The  general  rule  is  that 
they  do  attend,  unless  they  express  any  wish  to  be  absent,  and  that  wish  must 
arise  I'rom  some  prolessed  reUgious  scmple. 

iii)o{<.  Do  they  attend  also  the  service  of  the  established  church  on  the 
Sunday  ? — The  same  rule  as  regards  absentees  is  acted  upon  there  also,  that  is, 
they  are  allowed  to  be  absent  if  they  rcUgiously  difier  from  the  ser\'ice  about  to 
be  performed. 

11909.  Practically,  do  they  attend  the  service  of  the  established  church  on 
Sundays  ? —  Some  of  them  do  not  do  so,  and  are  allow  ed  to  be  absent ;  any  one 
wishing  to  be  absent  on  religious  grounds  is  at  liberty  to  be  so  :  I  believe  there 
are  instances,  however,  of  some  who  do  differ,  and  yet  who  do  not  object  to 
attend. 

11910.  Mr.  Freshfield.']  In  the  case  of  soldiers  in  barracks,  the  catholics  are 
marched  to  some  place  of  worship  ? — Yes. 

11911.  Would  protestant  dissenters  be  allowed  to  stroll  away  from  the  bar- 
racks without  being  under  the  direction  of  a  Serjeant  or  corporal  ? — No,  they 
would  not. 

11912.  Mr.  Langdale.]  Is  religious  education  given  by  the  chaplain  to  the 
cliildren  in  the  workhouse  ? — He  examines  them  in  their  catechisms. 

11913.  Then  they  learn  a  catechism  in  the  workhouse  ? — What  few  children 
there  are  ;  I  have  already  sated  to  the  Committee,  that  in  the  metropolis,  under 
certain  Acts  of  Parhament,  the  7th  of  George  3,  and  other  Acts,  children 
under  a  certain  age  are  obliged  to  be  sent  a  certain  distance  from  the  metropolis, 
and  therefore  there  are  not  many  children  in  the  London  workhouses ;  our 
children  are  so  placed  at  Tooting,  in  Surrey. 

11914.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  are  any  catholic  children  in  the  work- 
house?—  Occasionally  there  may  be,  but  not  for  any  long  duration  of  time. 

11915.  You  cannot  therefore  state,  whether  there  are  any  catholic  children 
educated  in  the  faith  of  the  estabhshed  church  ? — Not  compnlsorily  so,  they  may 
be  inadvertently. 

ii9i().  Practically,  if  you  knew  that  a  child  was  a  catholic,  would  he  be,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  instructed  in  the  established  religion,  unless  the  child  protested 
against  it  ? — If  he  had  parents  who  were  known  to  be  catholics,  I  think,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  he  would  not. 

11917.  You  have  stated  that  certain  individuals  were  found  to  commit  excesses 
under  the  privilege  of  going  out  on  Mondays,  and  that,  though  their  liberty  was 
suspended,  they  committed  the  same  fault   again  and  again  ? — I  did. 

1 1 91  S.  Do  not  you  think  that  that  was  a  proof  that  those  were  what  might  be 
called  incorrigible  offenders  ? — 1  do. 

11919.  And  wovdd  it  not  be  unfair  to  draw  a  general  inference  from  the  con- 
duct of  individuals  of  such  character  ? — A  general  inference,  I  think  it  would  ; 
the  reason  why  I  made  that  observation  to  the  Committee  was  this  :  I  was  asked 
whether,  if  catholics  were  allowed  to  attend  their  chapels  on  the  Sunday,  and  if, 
upon  returning  disorderly  or  intoxicated,  they  were  alway.<5  kept  in  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  did  I  not  think  that  tliat  would  tend  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
such  offence,  and  I  instanced  those  cases  of  repeated  misconduct  on  the  Mondays, 
in  order  to  show,  that  in  my  ojiinion,  it  would  not  always  have  that  effect. 

1 1 920.  Do  not  you  think  that  one  catholic  or  dissenter  might  be  guilty  of 
repeated  transgressions,  and  therefore  forfeit  the  privilege  of  lea\'ing  the  work- 
house for  the  futiu'e,  and  that  yet  other  catholics  and  other  dissenters  might  be 
indulged   with   that   privilege  ? — There  might  be  others   far  more  entitled   to 

429.  B  2  the 
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Jitmct  Conltr,  Esq.  the   indulgence  of  that  privilege  which,  as  I  have  already  said,  on  ]irinciple,  it 

seems  desirable  to  grant,  if  the  proper  observance  of  the  privilege  can  be  duly 

25  May  1838.      ensured. 

110-1.  r)o  not  you  think  that  where  so  great  a  principle  is  at  stake  as  the 
practice  of  religion,  it  would  at  least  be  desirable  to  try  what  the  conduct  of  a 
pauper  would  be  before  he  was  excluded  altogether  from  the  practice  of  attending 
a  i)lace  of  worship  ? — That  is  reducing  the  rule  almost  to  individuality  ;  the  rule 
bas  been  framed  upon  the  result  of  the  aggregate  number  of  cases. 

11922.  My  question  was  intended  to  be  ])ut  in  this  manner:  supposing  the 
general  rule  was  that  they  were  allowed  to  attend  their  respective  places  of 
worship,  would  it  not  be  a  sufficient  protection,  the  keeping  within  tlie  work- 
house those  individuals  who  were  found  to  abuse  the  privilege,  without  involving 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty? — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  have 
repeatedly  offended  ought  to  lose  the  privilege,  if  granted  at  all,  altogether;  as  I 
have  already  observed,  the  difficulty  would  be  to  ensure  its  proper  exercise.  It 
has  been  suggested,  that  certificates  should  be  furnished  of  tlieir  good  behaviour, 
and  of  their  attendance ;  and  I  have  already  said  that  I  think  those  certificates 
would  be  of  no  value  unless  they  emanated  from  the  priest  himself,  and  were 
made  on  personal  observation.  I  fear  that  if  they  were  given  by  the  clerk  or 
beadle  of  the  chapel  they  would  very  soon  degenerate  into  mere  I'orm,  and  that 
the  rule  would  be,  as  heretofore,  grossly  abused. 

1 1923.  But  the  abuse  to  which  you  allude,  occurs  not  at  the  chapel  itself,  but 
either  in  going  to  the  chapel  or  in  coming  from  the  chapel  ? — Or  perhaps  in  not 
going  to  the  chapel  at  all. 

1  19J4.  Would  not  that  difficulty  be  got  over  by  requiring  a  certificate  from 
some  person  who  actually  saw  them  at  chapel  at  the  commencement  of  the 
service  and  at  the  end  of  the  service  ? — I  think  that  that  would  almost  entirely 
prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privilege  ;  I  think  if  that  privilege  was  extended  to  the 
catholics,  it  ought  to  be  extended  to  dissenters,  and  likewise  to  members  of  the 
established  church,  for  you  will  find  that  although  service  is  now  performed  for 
members  of  the  established  church  in  the  workhouses,  many  of  them  when  they 
found  that  the  catholic  and  dissenting  inmates  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  that 
privilege,  would  assume  to  be  members  of  one  or  other  of  those  churches 
or  sects. 

1 1925.  Do  you  think  that  the  members  of  the  established  church  would  pro- 
fess themselves  catholics  in  order  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  a  catholic  place  of 
worship  ? — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  many  of  that  portion  of  them  who  become 
inmates  of  workhouses,  I  fear,  would. 

1 192c.  Do  not  you  think  that  some  proof  or  certificate  might  be  got  from  the 
minister  of  the  particular  creed  which  the  inmate  professed,  stating  whether  or 
not  he  was  really  a  member  of  such  a  congregation  .' — I  think  it  might. 

1 1927.  And  would  not  that  be  a  protection  against  the  abuse  to  which  you 
have  alluded  ? — In  a  great  measure  it  would  ;  it  would  not  prevent  misconduct 
after  leaving  the  chapel ;  it  would  not  prevent  that,  which  to  my  knowledge  has 
frequently  occurred,  of  attempting  to  convey  spirituous  liquours  or  other  improper 
articles  into  the  w^orkhouse  ;  it  would  insure  most  certainly  an  attendance  at  the 
chapel. 

11928.  Would  not  the  restrictions  to  which  you  have  before  alluded,  of  not 
allowing  an  inmate  who  transgressed  the  rules  the  same  liberty  afterwards,  be 
a  protection  against  the  abuse  you  have  just  now  alluded  to  .' — For  the  reasons 
1  liave  already  stated  as  regards  the  abuse  of  the  Monday  liberty,  I  think  not. 

ii(:29.  But  would  not  that  necessarily  import  that  every  individual  would 
abuse  this  privilege  ? — I  can  only  draw  inferences  from  practical  experience  and 
general  results  ;  but  there  are  cases  in  which  the  suspension  of  the  liberty  might 
operate  effectually  and  beneficially  ;  there  are  others  where  parties  are  more 
incorrigible  and  where  it  would  be  of  very  little  avail. 

1 1 930.  Would  it  not  meet  your  view  in  those  cases  where  it  is  of  no  avail 
entirely  to  deny  the  privilege  to  those  individuals  who  have  repeatedly  abused  it? 
— To  deny  it  altogether,  I  think  it  would. 

11931.  C/iainnan.]  You  said,  if  permission  were  given  to  persons  professing 
themselves  to  be  members  of  a  dissenting  congregation,  upon  the  ground  of  their 
being  members  of  some  congregation,  to  leave  the  workhouse,  that  it  would  lead 
to  the  practice  of  members  of  the  established  church  assuming  to  belong  to  some 
of  those  places  of  worship? — I  feel  satisfied  that  it  would. 

1 1932.  You  are  of  opinion,  that,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  same  indulgence, 

considering 
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-considering  the  class  of  persons  who  come  into  the  workhouse,  they  would  pro-  James  Ci.rdcr,\.M\. 
fess  to  belong  to  the  catholic,  or  the  unitarian,  or  the  baptist,  or  some  other  de-  - 

nomination: — I  am   sure  that  they  would,   and  thereby  it  would  lead  to  gross      25  May  183?. 
hypocrisy. 

1 1933.  Have  you  felt  any  inconvenience,  in  respect  to  local  Acts,  in  London, 
as  interfering  at  all  with  the  management  of  affairs  under  the  new  Poor  Law  ? — 
Almost  ever}-  parish  in  London  has  its  local  Act,  the  clauses  of  which  differ  very 
much  from  each  other  ;  and  now  that  parishes  are  united  under  the  Poor  Law- 
Amendment  Act,  the  clashing  of  those  clauses,  or  of  those  Acts  of  Parhament,  is 
ver\'  much  felt. 

11934.  Do  you  find  it  inconvenient,  with  respect  to  the  administration  of 
relief? — I  think,  not  so  much  as  regards  the  administration  of  relief,  which  is 
now  placed  entirely  under  boards  of  guardians,  as  in  the  making  and  collection 
of  rates,  lliere  are  many  habihties,  too,  under  local  Acts,  placed  upon  the  poor- 
rates,  which,  strictly  speaking,  according  to  the  general  law  of  the  land, 
would  not  be  legal  :  for  instance,  one  of  the  parishes  in  our  union,  there  is  an 
annual  stipend  to  the  rector  of  the  parish,  chargeable  upon  the  poor-rate, 
which,  strictly  speaking,  ought  to  he  payable  out  of  the  church-rates.  I  have 
heard  of  instances,  in  London,  in  which  this  has  been  carried  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent. 

1 193.5.  Those  charges  are  laid  upon  the  poor-rates,  in  London,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  some  local  Act  of  Parliament  ? — They  are. 

1 193O.  Do  you  find  the  operation  of  any  of  those  clauses  inconvenient  in  the 
conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  parish  ? — "We  do  ;  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
are  the  parties  who,  by  law,  ought  to  make  the  assessment ;  they  are  the  parties 
to  whom  the  board  of  guardians  would  look  for  the  payment  of  such  sums  of 
money  as  might  be  requisite  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  but  under  those  local  Acts, 
other  bodies  are  created,  who  still  claim  to  act  ;  there  are  committees  of  manage- 
ment, boards  of  assistants,  and  other  similar  bodies,  and  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  I  believe,  have  felt  themselves  inconvenienced  when  they  have  been 
disposed  to  assist  the  boards  of  guardians,  and  to  meet  their  claims,  bv  those 
local  bodies  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  interfering,  and  claiming  the  right  of  control 
over  the  poor-rates. 

11937.  Do  you  mean  that  the  local  bodies  have  interfered  so  as  to  attempt  to 
control  that  part  of  the  money  collected  under  the  poor-rate  which  the  board  of 
guardians  have  thought  necessary  for  the  reHef  of  the  poor? — 1  think  they  have 
thrown  impediments  and  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  j'avment. 

1103^.  In  what  respect? — I  think  they  have  preferred  the  payment  of  other 
demands  of  a  more  recent  date  to  the  demands  made  by  the  board  of  guardians. 

11939.  The  board  of  guardians  orders  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  to 
collect  what  money  they  may  think  necessan,'  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  do 
they  not  ? — The  board  of  guardians  make  an  order  upon  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  f>f  the  respective  parishes  for  such  sums  as  they  may  consider  to  be 
requisite  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the  current  quarter. 

11940.  They  also  state,  do  they  not,  the  period  within  which  this  payment 
should  be  made  ? — Yes. 

1 194;.  Have  you  ever  known  that  those  payments  have  not  been  made  at  the 
period  mentioned  by  the  board  of  guardians  ? — I  have. 
1 194:2.  They  have  been  in  arrear  ? — Yes. 

11943.  Have  they  been  subsequently  paid,  or  have  they  been  altogether 
refused? — They  have  been  subsequently  paid,  but  we  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  sums  of  money  of  the  treasurer  in  anticipation  of  the 
rates.  »• 

1 1 944.  Have  you  ever  attempted  to  remedy  that  ;  have  you  made  any  appli- 
cation to  the  local  boards  constituted  under  those  Acts  remonstrating  against 
that  inconvenient  practice  ?— We  have  written  letters  to  them,  which  leUers  have 
not  always  had  the  desired  effect. 

11945.  And  you  still  feel,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  those 
Acts,  that  there  is  an  inconvenience  with  respect  to  the  pavment  of  that  part  of 
the  money  which  is  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor ''—There  is  that  incon- 
venience ;  I  believe  that  inconvenience  has  not  been  so  much  felt  hi  our  own 
union  as  in  some  neighbouring  unions  where  opposition  on  the  part  of  those 
local  boards  has  been  carried  to  a  great  extent  indeed. 

11940.  Is  it  that  the  local  boards  have  felt  some  jealousy  of  the  existence  of 
429.  B  3  the 
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James  Carder,  Esq.  the  board  of  sruardians,  and  have  attein])ted  to  interfere  witli  theii-  authority  ? — 

-^         —      111  all  unions  that  is  more  or  less  so ;  in  some  unions,  (amongst  others  I  might 

25  May  1838.      instance  the  Holborn  Union,)  that  has  been  carried  to  a  great  extent ;  in  fact,  a 

feeling  of  decided  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  local  board  has  been  manifested, 

and  a  very  large  sum,  in  consequencie,  expended  in  law  charges,  by  the  local  board 

opposing  the  operations  of  the  board  of  guardians. 

n()47.  In  your  own  union,  and  confining  yourself  to  those  inconveniences 
which  you  have  experienced,  you  have  stated  yourself  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  borrowing  money  from  the  treasurer,  in  consequence  of  the  sums  ordered  to 
be  levied  by  the  poor-rates  not  having  been  punctually  ])aid  ? — We  have. 

1 IQ48.  If  you  had  not  been  able  to  borrow  that  money  of  the  treasurer,  what 
would  have  been  the  result  ? — ^The  result  must  have  been  this,  that  the  poor 
would  have  gone  unrelieved  and  unfed. 

1 1()49.  In  consequence  of  the  opposition  of  those  boards  to  the  legal  orders 
of  the  boards  of  guardians  ?— In  a  great  measure. 

1 19.50.  Is  it  that  the  local  boards  do  not  collect  the  whole  of  the  money  that  is 
ordered,  or  that  they  retain  it  in  their  own  hands  after  they  have  collected  it  ?— - 
The  boards  of  guardians  in  our  union,  and  in  most  town  miions,  appoint  col- 
lectors of  rates  ;  those  collectors  collect  the  rates  and  pay  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  respec- 
tive parishes.  In  one  of  the  pai'ishes  of  our  union  the  local  authorities,  acting 
under  their  own  Act,  assume  to  themselves  still  the  right  to  appoint  their  own 
collector  ;  the  consetjuence  has  been  that  two  collectors  in  that  district  have  been 
collecting  the  rates,  which  has  led  to  very  great  mconvenience  ;  that  is  still  so  ; 
the  local  authorities  have  removed  the  order  under  which  the  board  of  guardians 
appointed  the  collector  of  rates  into  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  under  a  writ 
of  certiorari ;  and  that  question  is  now  pending,  and  will  very  probably  not  be 
decided  (it  having  gone  into  the  special  paper,)  for  some  very  considerable  time. 

ii()5i.  In  the  event  of  the  question  being  decided  adversely  to  the  board  of 
guardians,  the  office  of  collector  will  then  rest  with  the  authorities  constituted 
under  the  local  Act  ? — Yes. 

1 1952.  Would  that  give  them  any  control  over  the  rates,  when  once  they  were 
collected? — It  would  give  them  an  entire  control  over  the  rates,  when  once 
collected. 

11953.  Would  that  enable  them,  at  their  discretion,  to  suspend  or  delay  the 
payment  which  might  be  ordered  by  the  board  of  guardians  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  ? — Most  certainly,  or  to  withhold  it  altogether. 

1 1Q,54.  Enabling  them  to  defeat  any  arrangement  which  the  board  of  guardians 
might  be  making  for  the  administration  of  the  relief  of  the  poor? — Pre- 
cisely so. 

1 1 955.  And  exposing  the  poor,  in  the  event  of  this  money  not  being  punctually 
paid,  to  the  inconvenience  and  suffering  of  not  being  able  to  receive  relief.^-  - 
Precisely  so  ;  and  exposing  the  board  of  guardians  to  the  inconvenience  of  not 
being  able  to  fulfil  their  obligations  to  the  public  contractor. 

11956.  And  defeating  the  purposes  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  by 
interfering  with  the  most  important  functions  of  the  board  of  guardians  ? — Pre- 
cisely so  ;  and  greatly  embarrassing  and  impeding  their  operations. 

119.57.  And  exposing  the  poor  to  positive  suffering? — Yes;  instances  have, 
occurred  in  some  unions  in  which,  unless  large  loans  had  been  obtained,  the 
greatest  amount  of  suffering  must  have  been  inflicted  upon  the  ])oor,  who  would 
have  been  wholly  without  reUef. 

11958.  Are  the  board  of  guardians  under  any  obligation  to  contract  those 
loans,  if  the  money  has  not  been  paid  from  the  rates  ? — Under  no  obligation 
whatever ;  they  render  themselves  personally  liable  in  making  the  loan  ;  they  are 
running  a  gi-eat  risk,  because  in  the  event  of  their  not  recovering  the  money 
from  the  parish,  they  would  be  personally  liable,  and  would  be  bound  to  repay 
the  party  from  whom  the  loan  is  obtained. 

11959.  So  that  the  present  arrangement  not  only  exposes  the  board  of  guar- 
dians to  the  liability  of  the  loss  of  the  money  which  they  may  have  raised,  but 
exposes  the  poor  to'  the  risk  of  experiencing  great  suffering  from  the  want  of 
punctual  payment  ? — Exactly  so. 

11960.  Wliat  remedy  would  you  suggest  for  that  state  of  things? — I  would 
suggest  that  all  local  enactments  which  in  any  way  relate  to  the  relief  or  manage- 
ment  of  the  poor,  or  the  making  or  le\7ing  assessments,  should  be  repealed. 

11961.  And 
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11961.  And  that  the  law  in  those  places  which  are  now  under  local  Acts,  james  Corder,  Eeq. 

as  far  as  administration  of"  relief  to  the  jioor  is  concerned,  should  be  placed  upon        

precisely  the  same  footing  as  it  is  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  no  local      25  May  1 838. 
Act  exists  ? — Precisely  ;  that  it  should  be  on  that  footing. 

11962.  Mr.  Barnebi/.]  When  the  board  of  guardians  require  the  payment  of 
money  from  any  parishes,  do  they  make  an  order  upon  the  overseers  and  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parishes,  or  upon  the  collectors  of  those  parishes  ? — Upon 
the   churchwardens  and  overseers  of  those  [jarislies. 

11963.  In  the  event  of  those  churchwardens  and  overseers  not  compl\-ing  with 
that  order,  is  there  not  a  jiower  under  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  in  the  ma- 
gistrate to  enforce  a  penalty  ? — Only  against  parties,  as  disobeying  a  lawful  order 
of  the  board  of  guardians  ;  we  had  occasion  to  apply  to  the  magistrates  last  year, 
and  obtained  a  conviction. 

1 1 964.  And  after  that  did  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  pay  the  money 
which  was  demanded  of  them  r — They  did. 

1 1 965.  The  cliurchwardens  and  overseers  have  the  power  of  collecting  those 
rates,  though  there  may  be  collectors  appointed  by  the  vestry  or  authorities  con- 
stituted under  the  local  Act  ? — Where  there  is  a  collector  appointed  under  the 
local  Act,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  I  think,  have  not  the  power  of  collect- 
ing ;  I  have  already  stated  the  law,  and  the  practice  is  to  be  this.  Under  the  Poor 
Law  Amendment  Act :  collectors'  are  appointed  by  the  board  of  guardians  ;  those 
collectors  pay  what  they  collect  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  but  to  the  credit  of 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  respective  parishes  towhicli  they  belong; 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  the  majority  of  them,  have  the  power  of 
drawing  checks  upon  the  treasurer,  to  meet  the  demands  made  by  the  board  of 
guardians,  or  by  any  other  competent  authority  ;  but  in  one  of  our  parishes  this 
case  has  happened  :  as  I  have  already  stated  to  the  Committee,  there  is  a  collector 
appointed  under  their  own  local  Act  ;  they  still  claim  their  right  to  continue  that 
appointment,  and  they  have  issued  placards  and  handbills  advising  the  rate-payers 
not  to  pay  to  any  but  to  their  own  local  collector ;  their  own  local  collector, 
instead  of  paying  the  rates  which  he  collects  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
union,  to  the  credit  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  parish  for  which 
he  collects,  has  paid  them  into  the  hands  of  the  private  banker  of  the  parish  ; 
upon  this  private  banker  the  cliurchwardens  and  overseers  have  no  power  to  draw  ; 
the  parties  who  claim  to  draw  are  the  committee  of  management  and  bodv  of 
trustees  elected  under  their  local  Act ;  the  consequence  has  been,  that  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers,  however  much  disposed  they  might  be  to  pay  the  demands 
made  upon  them  by  the  board  of  guardians,  have  frequently  not  had  enough  in 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer  to  do  so,  and  the  committee  of  management  have  in 
some  instances  refused  to  sign  checks  upon  the  private  banker  of  the  jiarish  for 
the  deficiency ;  this  is  the  evil  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  as  arising  under 
the  local  Act. 

1 1966.  Then  there  is  the  power  given  under  the  local  Act  for  the  -collector  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  poor-rates  ? — There  is. 

ii9(")7.  Vou  are  aware  that  there  is  not  any  power  given  by  the  Poor  Law- 
Amendment  Act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  rates  by  the  collector  of  the  board  of 
guardians  ? — There  is  not,  expressly  ;  but  what  he  does  he  does  in  the  name  of 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers. 

1196S.  Is  not  this  the  jiractice :  that  if  parties  refuse  the  pajTnent  of  rates  to 
the  collector,  he  must  summon  those  parties  in  the  name  of  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  before  the  magistrates,  to  enforce  that  payment,  and  that  some  of 
the  churchwardens  or  overseers  must  attend,  before  the  magistrates  can  make  any 
order  to  enforce  the  payment  of  those  rates  i"— That  is  the  practice  ;  but  in  some 
instances  the  local  collector  may  have  the  power  of  being  the  complainant,  and 
may  prosecute  the  proceeding  for  the  recovery  of  the  rate  from  beginning  to  end, 
without  the  assistance  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  ;  under  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act,  that  is  not  so. 

1 1969.  The  latter  part  of  yom-  last  answer  refers  to  cases  occurring  under  the 
local  Act?' — Precisely. 

11970.  Would  it  not,  in  your  opinion,  be  desirable,  if  there  should  beany 
•alteration  in  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  to  give  the  power  to  collectors  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  the  rate,  without  the  intervention  of  the  churchwardens 
or  overseers  '. — Very  desirable  indeed  ;  I  am  sure  that  it  would  tend  to  the  i)re- 

4^9-  B  4  ventiou 
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Ja-iics  Ccrdei,  Esq.  vention  of  large  losses,  and  would  ensure  more  completely  the  proper  collection 

and  recovery  of  the  rates. 

25  A!,.)  1S38.  1  1071.  Do  I  understand   you  correctly,  that  in  some  places  where  there  are 

local  Acts,  the  overseers  and  churchwardens  have  not  the  power  to  collect  the 
poor-rates,  and  that  collectors  have  been  appointed  under  local  Acts? — I  know  in- 
stances in  which  they  have  no  such  power,  it  l)eing  taken  away  under  the  local  Act. 

1 1972.  Mr.  Freslijidd.']  You  are  of  opinion,  that  if  the  local  Act  is  not  repealed, 
there  should  be  power  to  enforce  payment  from  the  committee  of  management, 
out  of  the  parish  funds,  to  the  churchwardens,  of  such  sums  as  the  churchwar- 
dens are  bound  to  disburse  ? — I  think,  if  the  local  Acts  are  not  repealed,  the 
committee  of  management,  or  any  other  local  body  haviniz;  a  control  over  the  poor- 
rate,  ought  to  be  bound  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  board  of  guardians,  the  same  as 
if  they  were  churchwardens  and  overseers  ;  and  that  they  should  be  equally  liable 
in  law. 

U073.  So  that,  either  through  the  churchwardens  or  directly  in  their  own 
persons,  the  board  of  guardians  should  have  the  power  to  make  an  order  which 
the  local  authority  should  be  bound  to  obey? — I  think  so. 

1 1074.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  with  respect  to 
the  inconveniences  felt  in  London  parishes  by  the  clashing  or  collision  of  those 
local  Acts  with  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  ? — Not  at  present  ;  I  was  not 
aware  that  my  examination  would  lead  to  that ;  but  I  think  that  there  are  many 
suggestions  that  I  might  make  ;  I  am  rather  taken  by  surprise ;  I  received  no 
notice  of  my  intended  examination. 

I  107.).  Mr.  Biirnehy.']  Are  you  conversant  with  the  mode  in  which  orders  of 
removal  are  now  carried  into  effect  in  the  neigbourhood  of  London  '? — I  am. 

1  1976.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  any  way  by  its  being  necessary  at  pre- 
sent for  the  overseers  or  churchwardens  to  make  an  application  to  the  magistrates 
previously  to  any  order  of  removal  being  made  ;  and  if  you  have  found  such 
difficulty,  do  you  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  give  the  power  to  the 
relieving  officer  to  make  the  application  to  the  magistrates  as  well  as  to  the 
overseers  and  churcliwardens  ? — I  think  it  would  be  very  safe  to  give  that  power 
to  the  relieving  officer,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  the  (juestion  has  been  raised ;  but 
the  (juestion  I  know  has  arisen  how  far  a  removal  may  be  good  which  is  made 
without  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  being  parties  to  it ;  nominally  they  are 
parties  to  it ;  the  order  of  course  recites  in  the  usual  way,  that  it  is  upon  their 
complaint  that  the  adjudication  as  to  the  settlement  is  made  ;  but  in  practice, 
under  the  old  law,  as  well  as  under  the  new,  in  large  parishes  churchwardens  and 
overseers  seldom  took  this  duty  upon  them ;  under  the  old  law,  they  generally 
committed  it  to  vestry  clerks,  assistant  overseers,  or  other  stipendiary  officers  ; 
under  the  new  law,  most  commonly  it  is  committed  to  the  relieving  officer,  sub- 
ject to  the  control  and  direction  of  the  clerk  to  the  union  ;  but  the  reheving 
officer  may  be  said  to  do  it  more  in  sufference  than  legally,  and  it  seems  very 
desirable  that  he  shcvild  be  made  the  legal  complainant  in  such  cases. 

iig77.  Because,  if  the  magistrates  should  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessaiy 
that  the  overseer  or  churchwarden  should  appear  before  them  to  make  their  com- 
plaint, under  the  present  system  of  relief  to  the  poor,  the  relieving  officer  would 
be  the  person  who  had  given  the  relief,  is  it  not  necessary  to  have  the  attend- 
ance of  that  relieving  officer,  in  order  to  prove  that  relief  has  been  given  to  the 
person  for  whose  removal  an  order  is  applied  for  ? — The  proof  of  the  chargea- 
bility  is  generally  contained  in  the  pauper's  own  examination,  who  swears  that 
he  is  actually  chargeable  to  the  parish  from  which  they  seek  to  remove  him  ;  but 
instances  might  occur  in  which  the  pauper  would  refuse  to  do  that,  and  the  best 
proof  in  such  a  case  that  the  magistrates  could  have  would  be  the  relieving 
officer  who  has  administered  the  relief. 

1 1978.  Is  it  necessary  that  the  pauper  should  state  that  he  is  in  the  receipt  of 
relief ;  are  you  aware  of  any  power  by  which  a  magistrate  could  compel  him  to 
answer  that  cjuestion  ? — In  his  examination  upon  oath  the  magistrate  might  ask 
him  whether  he  had  received  relief  from  the  parish,  and  I  think  he  would  be 
bound  to  answer. 

11970.  Mr.  Freshjield-I  At  present,  upon  applying  for  an  order  of  removal, 
some  delay  may  take  place  in  consequence  of  no  notice  having  been  given  to  the 
officer  of  the  parish  to  which  the  pauper  is  to  be  removed ;  do  you  think  that 
it  would  be  an  improvement  if  it  was  necessary  to  give  that  notice  in  the  first 
instance,  so  that  that  officer  might  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the 
case  ? — I  think  it  would  often  tend  to  save  appeals,  if  the  officer  of  the  parish 

to 
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to  wliich  the  pauper  was  about  to  be   removed  had  notice  to  attend  before  the  James  Cordei,  E«q. 

magistrates  ;  but  tliat  could  not  be  always  practised,  because  the  pauper  might        

be  about  to  be  removed  to  a  very  distant  parish.  -5  May  1838. 

1 1980.  If  notice  was  given  to  the  officer  of  the  other  parish,  he  might  return 
for  answer,  that,  having  ascertained  the  facts,  no  objection  would  be  made  ? — Pre- 
cisely so,  the  same  as  we  do  in  binding  parish  apprentices  ;  we  are  bound  by  law 
to  give  the  parish  into  which  the  apprentice  is  about  to  be  bound,  notice  of 
application  to  be  made  for  the  allowance  of  the  indenture,  and  it  not  unfrequently 
happens  that  we  have  an  intimation  given  on  the  part  of  the  parish  in  which  the 
apprentice  is  about  to  be  bound  that  they  do  not  object ;  but  sometimes  they 
attend  and  object,  and  the  objection  is  heard  and  decided  upon  by  the  magistrates. 

11981.  An  ample  notice  being  given,  would  it  not  remove  frivolous  objections, 
made  merely  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  time  ? — I  think  it  would,  and  it  would 
tend  to  the  prevention,  frequently,  of  what  we  call  mere  clerical  mistakes;  some- 
times the  pauper  is,  by  mistake,  removed  to  the  wrong  parish ;  that  is,  the  street 
in  which  he  acquired  his  settlement,  by  servitude  or  otherwise,  is  situated  witliin 
a  different  jurisdiction,  but  if  notice  were  given  to  the  parish,  information  might 
be  given  which  would  tend  to  the  prevention  of  that  mistake. 

1 1982.  Although  benefit  might  not  arise  in  every  case,  yet,  in  many  cases, 
would  it  not  turn  out  to  be  advantageous  ? — I  think  so  ;  in  fact,  in  Westminster, 
we  have  found  the  practice  of  being  present  at  the  examination  of  paupers  very 
useful. 

11983.  And  you  w^ould  recommend  that  as  a  regulation,  would  you? — Cer- 
tainly I  should,  as  a  very  desirable  one. 

1 1 984.  Mr.  Barncby.]  Would  there  not  be  a  difficulty  if  it  were  rendered 
necessary,  before  an  order  of  removal  was  given,  that  notice  should  be  sent  to 
the  parish  ;  might  not  doubts  arise,  in  cases  in  which  the  parish  was  not  known 
to  the  overseers,  as  to  the  parish  to  which  the  pauper  might  belong,  so  that,  in 
fact,  if  you  made  it  necessary  to  send  a  notice  to  the  overseer  previously  to  that 
order  being  made,  or  the  examination  of  the  pauper,  you  might  send  a  notice  to 
the  overseer  of  a  parish  in  which  the  magistrate,  upon  inquiry,  would  not 
think  the  pauper  legally  settled? — At  any  rate,  you  would  give  notice  to  the 
parish  to  which  you  intended  removing;  and  you  would  give  that  parish,  at  all 
events,  an  opportunity  of  attending  and  showing  cause,  if  they  could,  why  the 
pauper  should  not  be  removed  to  them. 

11985.  But  surely,  it  is  the  decision  of  the  magistrates  which  states  to  what 
parish  the  pauper  belongs.  In  agricultural  parishes,  are  not  the  overseers  very 
often  ignorant  of  the  law  of  settlement,  and  not  aware  what  parish  the  pauper 
may  belong  to  till  they  shall  have  the  decision  of  a  magistrate  upon  the  subject  ? 
— In  rural  districts,  according  to  the  present  practice,  that  might  arise  ;  but,  to 
prevent  it,  I  would  place  the  execution  of  orders  of  removal,  the  binding  of 
parish  apprentices,  and,  in  fact,  the  transaction  of  all  other  parochial  magisterial 
business,  with  reference  to  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor,  in  the  hands 
of  the  board  of  guardians  and  their  stipendiary  officers  ;  and  then,  I  should 
presume  that  those  officers  would  be  competent  so  far  to  inquire  into  the  settle- 
ment, and  to  ascertain  its  accuracy,  as  to  justify  notice  being  sent. 

1 1986.  Would  you  give  power  to  the  board  of  guardians  to  make  an  order  of 
removal,  taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  magistrates  ? — That  is  a  point  that 
requires  some  consideration  ;  elected  guardians  are  not,  generally  speaking,  versed 
in  the  law  of  settlement. 

11987.  Mr.  Freshjield.'\  Even  without  that  alteration,  you  must  now  address 
your  evidence  to  a  particular  parish  to  which  you  believe  you  have  a  right  to 
remove  the  pauper  ? — Yes,  and  you  would  send  your  notice  to  that  parish. 

1 1988.  It  might  turn  out  that  you  were  mistaken,  and  so  now  you  are  in  some 
cases,  in  bringing  forward  your  evidence,  are  you  not  ? — Yes  ;  an  active  magis- 
trate of  this  county,  Mr.  Tidd  Pratt,  a  gentleman  of  vciy  good  authority,  I  know, 
strongly  recommends  the  practice  of  sending  those  notices,  and  it  is  a  good  deal 
acted  upon  in  Westminster,  where  he,  with  Mr.  Walesby  and  other  es-iifficio 
members  of  our  board,  hold  weekly  petty  sessions. 

11989.  Chairman.]  What  is  his  practice  ? — His  practice  is,  to  give  notice  to 
the  parish  to  which  you  intend  removing,  in  order  that  the  officer  of  that  parish 
may  convince  you  that  your  information  is  wrong,  or  that  your  settlement  is  not 
well  founded,  and  thereby  prevent  the  removal  at  all,  or  at  once  admit  it,  and 
save  all  further  inconvenience  ;  we  have  a  practice  in  I^ondon  among  the  unions, 
which  is  found  to  be  a  very  beneficial  one,  and  is  now  carried  to  a  considera- 

420.  c  ble 
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Jumci  Corder,  Esq.  ble  extent,  that  of  havins;  what  we  call  friendly  orders,  which  is  much  the  same 

— .         thins  ■  we  send  a  letter  to  the  parish  in  which  the  pauper  api)ears  to  be  settled, 

35  May  1838.       stating  the  grounds  of  the   settlement,    into  which  they  inciuire,  and  they  will 
frequently  accept  the  pauper  without  any  order  of  removal  being  made. 

iiqqo.  Do  you  tind  that  that  conduces  to  great  convenience,  and  prevents 
litigation  ? — Yes ;  in  our  own  union  we  have  gone  on  for  two  years  without  one 
appeal,  a  union  consisting  of  five  London  parishes  and  to  which  the  parish  of 
St.  Anne,  Westminster,  has  recently  been  added,  making  in  the  whole  a  pojjula- 
tion  of  nearly  50,000. 

iiQQi.  You  attribute  this  absence  of  litigation  and  the  absence  of  appeals 
very  much  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  Poor  Law,  and  to  the  management  which 
you  say  you  have  adopted  voluntarily  in  diti'erent  boards  of  guardians  '. — Ciiiefly 
to  both,  to  the  operation  of  the  new  law  and  to  the  arrangements  made  in 
carrying  that  new  law  into  effect. 

1 1992.  You  have  had  great  experience  in  the  management  of  parish  matters 
in  the  metropolis,  both  as  vestry  clerk,  and  subsequently  as  clerk  to  the  board 
of  guardians  ;  the  Committee  will  be  very  glad  to  receive  your  opinion  as  to 
whether  you  think  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  poor  have  been 
improved  or  made  worse  under  the  administration  of  the  new  law  as  compared 
with  what  they  were  before  ? — There  is  nothing  upon  which  I  am  more  satisfied 
than  this,  that  the  aged  and  deserving  poor  are  in  a  far  better  condition  under 
the  administration  ot'the  new  law  than  they  were  under  the  old  ;  as  regards  our 
own  dietary,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  more  generous  than  it  was  under  the  old 
system ;  the  monthly  liberty  of  going  out  is  greater  than  it  was  under  the  old 
system ;  we  now  give  them  the  privilege  of  going  out  monthly  ;  under  the  old 
system,  they  had  the  privilege  only  once  in  six  weeks ;  tea  and  sugar,  under 
the  old  system,  were  only  allowed  to  very  few  inmates  indeed ;  now  they  are 
allowed  to  all  above  the  age  of  60,  and  to  all  under  60,  if  employed  in  any 
domestic  offices  in  the  house  ;  all  above  60,  likewise,  are  allowed  butter  as  well 
as  tea  and  sugar  for  breakfast,  in  lieu  of  gruel. 

11993.  In  other  respects,  besides  the  dietary,  in  the  general  conduct  and  con- 
dition "of  those  persons  who  are  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  parochial 
assistance,  do  you  conceive  that  the  new  law  has  pressed  severely  upon  them  ? — 
Not  in  any  respect ;  the  inmates  of  the  house  expressed  themselves  perfectly 
contented  with  the  treatment  they  received  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year 
under  the  new  law  ;  many  of  the  inmates  of  one  of  our  workhouses  voluntarily 
sent  in  a  memorial  to  the  board,  expressing  their  gratitude  for  the  treatment 
they  had  received  ;  as  regards  classification,  I  think  that  it  tends  very  much  to 
promote  the  comfort  of  the  poor ;  and  in  this  way :  I  have  known  many  of  the 
aeed  and  infirm  inmates  under  the  old  system  shocked  and  distressed  at  the 
refractory  and  disgraceful  conduct  of  some  of  the  able-bodied,  whose  conduct 
and  language  were  extremely  offensive  to  the  better  conducted  class  of  inmates  ; 
under  the°present  system  of  classification  and  discipline  this  cannot  possibly 
take  place. 

11994.  Mr.  Lancjdule.l  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  still  allow  the 
inmates  of  the  workhouse  to  go  out  on  Mondays? — Yes. 

iig9.>  Have  you  any  particular  rules  or  regulations  under  which  you  give 
them  that  privilege  ? — Merely  a  resolution  of  the  board  ;  they  are  allowed  in 
summer  time  to  go  out  from  nine  in  the  morning  until  six  in  the  evening  ;  and  in 
winter  time  from  nine  till  four. 

11996.  Have  you  any  rules  to  prevent  the  breach  of  this  privilege? — The  porter 
is  bound  to  report  to  the  board,  in  his  weekly  report,  the  state  and  manner  in 
which  the  inmates  return. 

1 1997.  Do  you  find  that  effectual  in  remedying  any  serious  abuses  of  the  pri- 
vilege?— With  many  incorrigible  inmates,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not;  I  have  known 
their  liberty  suspended  for  long  periods  more  than  once  without  its  having  the 
desired  effect. 

11995.  Do  those  incorrigible  inmates  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  whole 
number? — I  think  not  a  large  proportion. 

1 1 999.  Is  it  not  therefore  perfectly  clear,  if  you  allow  this  indulgence  on  the 
Monday,  by  way  of  recreation,  that  the  same  indulgence  should  be  allowed  on  the 
Sunday  for  the  performance  of  religious  duties  ?— My  opinion,  arising  from 
practical  experience,  is  opposed  to  the  Monday  liberty,  though  a  majority  of  the 
board  have  granted  it,  because  I  think  it  is  rendering  the  workhouse  more 
desirable  than  it  should  be ;  and  I  think  it  tended,  as  soon  as  the  rule  was  made, 

to 
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to  increase  our  numbers;  but  I  certainly  think,  on  principle,  that  the  inmates  Jawet Corder,  Efq- 

are  as  much  entitled  to  go  to  a  place  of  worship  on  the   Sunday  as  they  are  to       

take  a  walk  for  health  and  recreation  on  the  Monday,  or,  in  fact,  more  entitled;      25  May  1838. 

but  this  inconvenience  would  have  resulted,  to  which  I  have  already  adverted, 

that  if  the  privilege  of  going  to  their  res])ective  places  of  worship  on  the  Sunday 

was  given  to  cathohcs  and  others  not  members  of  the  estabUshed  church,  the 

members  of  the  estabhshed  church  would  profess  to  be  dissenters  or  catholics,  and 

thereby  be  guilty  of  gross  decejition  and  hypocrisy. 

1-2000.  Would  it  not  be  sufficient  protection  against  this  abuse,  if  a  certificate 
was  signed  by  a  minister  of  a  religious  persuasion,  stating  that  he  knew  the  indi- 
vidual to  belong  to  his  community  ? — 1  think  it  would  not ;  I  think  the  certificate 
certainly  ought  to  state  that  the  minister  knew,  from  his  own  observation,  that 
the  party  was  present,  without  which  it  would  be  no  security  whatever. 

12001.  Would  it  not  be  a  sufficient  security  against  a  member  of  a  different 
community  pretending  that  he  belonged  to  a  dissenting  place  of  worship,  that  the 
minister  of  that  dissenting  place  of  worship  stated  that  he  knew  the  individual  to 
be  of  the  religious  persuasion  which  he  professed  ? — I  think  that  would  tend  to 
the  prevention,  or  at  least  to  the  detection  of  those  acts  of  deception  which  I 
alluded  to. 

i2(io2.  Mr.  Firsh/ield.]  Your  objection  to  the  same  indulgence  being  given  on 
the  Sunday  as  on  the  Monday,  would  be  to  prevent  the  desecration  of  the  day  ? — 
That  would  be  one  strong  objection. 

Charles  Mott,  Esq. ;  further  Examined. 

11,003.  Chairman?^    YOU  have  heard  what  Mr.  Corder  has  stated,  with  re-  CAarfc*  Alo»,  Esq. 

spect  to  the  inconvenience  that  has  been  felt  in  London,  in  consequence  of  the 

existence  of  certain  local  Acts  ;  do  you  agree  with  him  in  the  representation 
which  he  has  made  ? — I  entirely  agree  with  every  thing  that  Mr.  Corder  has 
said  upon  the  subject ;  but  there  are  other  matters,  even  more  important  than 
those  which  Mr.  Corder  has  touched  upon.  In  the  district  appointed  to  me  there 
are  not  less  than  55  local  Acts  of  Parliament;  many  of  them  have  other  functions 
than  those  of  the  relief  of  the  poor  ;  I  will  instance  the  parish  of  Bermondsey  ; 
the  board  of  trustees  under  the  local  Act  comprises  somewhere  about  80  indivi- 
duals, and  wheu  that  local  Act  was  obtained,  a  representation  was  made  by  some 
respectable  Quakers  in  the  parish  that  it  was  extremely  irksome  to  them,  from 
their  religious  scruples,  to  be  compelled  to  refuse  the  payment  of  the  church-rate, 
and  it  was  suggested,  as  they  were  about  applying  to  Parliament  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  parochial  management,  whether  they  might  not  introduce  a  clause 
by  which  the  support  of  the  church  might  be  paid  out  of  the  poor-rate,  to 
relieve  them  from  the  difhculty  of  their  goods  being  seized  for  the  church-rate  ; 
and  it  was  considered  a  good  suggestion,  and  it  was  adopted,  and  at  the  time  I 
took  the  averages  upon  the  formation  of  that  parish  under  the  new  arrangement, 
1  think  the  expense  for  the  support  of  the  church,  paid  out  of  the  poor-rate, 
amounted  to  something  like  1,200  /.  per  annum,  and  the  functions  of  the  church- 
wardens being  included  in  those  of  the  poor-rates,  the  80  trustees  still  continue 
to  be  elected  and  continue  their  other  functions,  although,  perhaps,  nine-tenths 
of  the  duties  for  which  they  were  formed  are  transferred  to  the  new  board  of 
guardians  of  20  individuals. 

12004.  Leaving  those  80  trustees  comparatively  little  to  do  ? — Yes,  with  the 
excejjtion  that  they  call  for  such  money  as  they  recjuire,  out  of  the  poor-rate,  and 
do  not  account  to  the  auditor. 

1200.'5.  Are  they  not  obliged  under  the  local  Act  to  give  some  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  money  is  expended  ? — Yes  ;  but.  like  all  other  management 
under  a  local  board,  or  under  the  old  system,  the  modes  of  auditing  are  very  bad 
and  very  difficult  to  bring  to  any  proper  conclusion. 

12006.  You  think  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  from  an  insufficient  audit,  that 
this  money  may  not  be  properly  accounted  for  ?—  I  more  immediately  allude  to 
the  fact  of  there  being  two  sets  of  officers,  because,  having  had  certain  fiuictions 
given  them  to  perlbiin,  as  well  as  those  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  they  now 
continue  the  payment  of  salaried  officers  for  the  performance  of  a  small  portion 
of  the  duties  ;  this  aj)i)lics  to  most  local  Act  parishes. 

12007.  And  you  think  that  thereby  an  unnecessary  expense  is  thrown  upon 
the  parish  ? — Yes. 

42U.  c  2  1 2008.  Have 
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Cfiarles  Mott,Es(\.       i2oo8.  Have    you    ever  observed    any  inconvenience,  such    as    Mr.  Corder 

— referred  to,  from  the  money  ordered  by  the  board  of  guardians  for  the  relief  of 

25  May  1838.  ti,e  poor,  not  beinpj  punctually  paid  r — There  are  a  great  many  instances  of  want 
of  jmnctuality  in  the  payment  of  calls,  by  the  board  of  guardians  ;  but  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  instances,  one  of  which  Mr.  Corder  has  alluded  to, 
the  Holborn  Union,  it  .has  not  arisen  from  any  intention  to  refuse  the  payments, 
but  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  out  of  their  old  habit  of  making  their  rates 
retrospectively. 

1 200p.  Has  any  delay  arisen  in  the  collection  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor? — There  have  been  several  instances  lately  of  non-compliance  with  the 
orders ;  but  that  has  arisen  as  much  as  any  thing  from  the  late  Assessment  Act, 
the  ])arishcs  not  having  had  their  new  assessment  in  time  to  make  the  rate  ;  but 
the  difficulty  has  been  where  the  guardians  have  been  obliged  to  borrow  money, 
which  has  been  the  case  in  some  instances,  in  consequence  of  their  not  being  able 
to  get  the  money  in  time  from  the  churchwardens  and  overseers. 

12010.  Upon  what  security  are  the  guardians  able  to  borrow  money? — Upon 
their  own  personal  security  only,  because  they  have  no  means  of  paying  interest ; 
the  auditor  would  be  justified  in  striking  out  of  the  account  any  interest  for 
money  so  borrowed. 

1201 1.  Then  if  the  guardians  had  not  taken  this  risk  upon  themselves,  would 
not  the  poor  have  been  exposed  to  very  great  inconvenience  from  want  of  money 
to  be  appropriated  to  their  relief; — Unquestionably  ;  and  not  only  the  poor,  but 
the  supplies  would  be  necessarily  obliged  to  be  obtained  at  a  much  larger  sum, 
because  they  would  not  be  able  to  pay  for  them,  but  must  obtain  them  upon 
credit ;  and  it  is  notorious  that  parishes  always  paid  a  much  larger  price  for 
their  supplies  when  they  obtained  them  ui)on  credit. 

12012.  What  is  the  remedy  which  you  would  suggest  for  this  inconvenience? 
— I  would  suggest  that,  if  the  whole  of  the  local  Acts  were  not  repealed,  at  all 
events,  where  the  boards  of  guardians  required  it,  they  should  be  empowered  to 
take  upon  themselves  the  whole  of  the  local  management. 

12013.  Do  you  mean  in  matters  not  connected  with  the  relief  of  the  poor? — 
I  should  say,  entirely  speaking  of  boards  of  guardians  in  the  London  separate 
parishes  and  in  the  London  unions,  for  they  are  not  large  as  to  the  number  of 
parishes,  though  they  are  extensive  in  ])opulation,  that  where  the  boards  of  guar- 
dians themselves  consider  they  could  do  it,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  their 
arranging  the  whole. 

1 2014.  Many  of  those  Acts  are  for  paving,  lighting,  and  so  on  ;  would  you  give 
the  board  of  guardians  jurisdiction  in  those  matters  'i — I  mean  as  to  the  payments 
out  of  the  poor-rate. 

12015.  Do  you  mean  to  confine  yourself  to  the  powers  given  for  the  rehef  of 
the  poor  ? — To  all  matters  paid  out  of  the  poor-rate. 

1 2016.  Supposing  under  the  local  Act  a  jiart  of  the  church-rate  were  paid  out 
of  the  poor-rate,  or  the  church-rate  were  altogether  paid  out  of  the  poor-rate, 
would  you  recouunend  that  the  board  of  guardians  should  be  invested  with  the 
power  of  making  payments  from  the  poor-rate,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
church  ? — At  all  events  they  should  have  the  control  of  the  money  so  appro- 
priated, and  they  should  know  that  it  was  expended  properly;  they  should  submit 
their  accounts  to  the  same  auditor. 

12017.  Do  you  mean  that  all  money  collected  under  the  poor-rate  should  be 
subject  to  the  audit  of  the  auditor  appointed  by  the  board  of  guardians  ? — Under 
the  control  of  the  board  of  guardians. 

1  20 1 8.  Are  there  any  other  inconveniences,  which  you  have  observed,  resulting 
from  those  local  Acts? — One  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  local  Acts,  is  the 
party  feeling  that  is  exhibited  ;  I  should  say,  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  parish- 
ioners would  rather  that  they  w-ere  placed  under  the  board  of  guardians  as  newly 
constituted. 

1 201 9.  Supposing  that  you  were  not  to  repeal  the  local  Acts  altogether,  but  were 
to  transfer  to  the  board  all  matters  connected  with  the  poor-rate,  would  there 
not  remain  a  very  small  amount  of  functions  to  be  performed  by  the  bodies  con- 
stituted under  the  local  Acts  ? — So  small,  that,  unless  they  were  repealed,  the 
difficulty  would  still  exist  to  a  certain  extent,  as  in  the  case  of  Shoreditch  ;  there 
/  are  120  trustees,  and  the  only  duties  connected  with  that  local  board,  with  the 

exception  of  relief  to  the  poor,  is  the  church-yard,  so  that  they  would  have  120 

trustees 
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trustees  to  keep  the  churchyard  in  repair,  although  the  control   of  the  parish  in  Charles  Mott,  Esq. 
other  respects  would  be  in  a  board  of  20. 

12020.  In  the  event  of  the  board  having  the  control  in  that  case  of  all  the      ^^  ^l")'  '^38. 
money  raised  by  the  poor-rate,   to  whom  would  you   give  the  control  over  the 
churchyard  ;  might  it  not  be  given  to  the  churchwardens  ? — Decidedly,  I  should 

say  that  they  would  be  more  proper  persons. 

12021.  You  have  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the  dietary  of  workhouses, 
have  you  not  ? — I  have. 

12022.  Have  you  had  long  experience  in  that  matter  ? — I  should  say  very 
extensive  experience. 

12023.  Have  you  observed  any  thing  in  the  dietary  which  interferes  with  the 
health  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  r — I  am  not  aware  that  in  any  one 
instance  the  dietary  established  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  has  been  found 
insufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  health. 

12024.  Tlie  Poor  Law  Commissioners  pubUshed  a  number  of  dietaries,  did 
they  not,  which  they  recommended  to  the  adoption  of  the  boards  of  guardians, 
at  the  same  time  qualifying  that  recommendation  by  saying  that  they  were 
wilhng  to  listen  to  any  representation  of  an  alteration  which  might  make  them 
more  conformable  to  the  habits  of  living  of  the  district  where  they  were  esta- 
blished ' — Decidedly,  and  I  think  with  respect  to  the  dietary  that  was  complained 
of  as  being  excessively  low,  from  Cirencester,  the  Commissioners  for  some  time 
hesitated  to  give  a  sanction  to  it,  because  it  was  considered  too  low. 

1202.5.  In  point  of  fact,  have  you  observed  that  the  board  of  guardians  have 
been  disposed  to  make  alterations  in  the  dietaries,  according  to  the  habits  of 
living  in  the  different  districts  ?— Yes,  and  the  Commissioners  have  invariably 
sanctioned  it ;  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  that  the  dietary  for  the  parish  of  Gos- 
port,  in  Hampshire,  was  far  less  in  quantity  than  any  dietary  that  has  been 
•established  under  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  there  was  no  complaint  of 
that ;  it  was  long  before  the  new  law. 

12026.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  propriety  of  dividing  your  town  parishes 
into  wards,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  guardians  ? — I  have  ;  and  I  think  (I  am 
s])eaking  now  more  particularly  of  metropolitan  districts)  that  it  would  be  utterly 
iini)ossible  to  obtain  a  fair  representation  without  some  arrangement  of  that  kind. 

12027.  What  are  the  inconveniences  felt  by  the  present  mode  of  election? — 
I  will  allude  now  to  the  parish  of  Lambeth  ;  Lambeth  comprises  five  different 
ecclesiastical  districts,  Norwood,  Brixton,  Kennington,  Waterloo,  and  the  Mother- 
church  ;  the  workhouse  is  situated  in  the  district  in  which  the  Mother-church  is, 
and  it  has  been  customary  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the  guardians  to  be  elected 
from  that  immediate  neighbourhood  ;  the  consequence  is,  that  the  other  parts  of 
the  parish  may  be  said  to  be  virtually  imrcpresented. 

1  2028.  What  is  there  to  prevent  the  other  parts  of  the  parish  from  concurring 
in  the  election  of  guardians  ?■ — Because,  being  at  such  a  distance,  they  are 
scarcely  ever  consulted  ;  the  lists  are  made  out  by  those  parties  who  make  them- 
selves more  active  in  these  matters,  and  are  submitted  to  the  other  rate-payers 
without,  practically,  any  sort  of  power  on  their  parts  to  interfere. 

i  202Q.  Is  there  any  thing  which  should  prevent  the  rate-payers  from  voting  for 
whom  they  please,  or  making  any  alteration  in  the  lists  ? — No  ;  but  if  the  Com- 
jnissioners  had  power  of  stating  certain  districts  should  send  guardians,  each  part 
of  the  parish  would  be  represented  ;  they  might  send  two  from  Norwood  district, 
and  two  from  Brixton  district,  and  so  in  projiortion  ;  I  will  instance  the  city 
of  London,  as  showing  the  necessity  of  some  alteration  of  that  kind  ;  there  are 
98  parishes  in  the  city  of  London  having  100  elected  guardians,  and  the  popu- 
lation is  not  half  that  of  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  where  the  business  of  the  parish 
is  managed  by  about  20. 

12030.  what  is  the  practice  in  Lambeth  as  to  the  election  of  guai-dians  ;  are 
lists  made  out  by  certain  parties  ?— Lists  are  made  out  by  certain  parties,  and 
distributed,  for  the  rate-payers  to  make  their  elections  from ;  but  in  a  district  of 
that  description,  there  has  been  a  considerable  party  feeling  exhibited,  which  has 
prevented  the  exercise  of  that  cUscretion. 

12031.  Do  you  think  that  the  dividing  a  district  of  that  description  into  wai'ds, 
and  allowing  each  wai'd  to  elect  a  certain  number  of  guardians,  would  have  the 
etl'cct  of  depriving  any  particular  parly  of  the  ]iower  of  making  an  absolute  selec- 
tion, and  tend  to  give  a  fiiirer  representation  of  the  feelings  of  the  whole  pai-ish  .' 

420.  C3  —I  do. 
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Charles  Molt,  Esq.  — I  do,  dccidcdly,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  would  give  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Tiiis 

applies  to  the  parish  of  Lamhcth  in  particular,  and  to  its  great  extent,  being  above 

a*)  May  1836.  30  miles  in  circumference.  In  the  City  of  London  Union  the  objection  is  not  to 
the  extent  of  the  union,  but  to  the  number  of  guardians,  there  being  1 OU  elected 
guardians  besides  the  resident  aldermen  ;  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  that  the 
business  of  the  union  could  be  projjerly  arranged,  if  it  were  not  for  the  business- 
like habits  of  the  chairman,  and  guardians  generally. 

1203-2.  In  the  case  of  London,  you  would  not  wish  to  divide  one  particular 
parish  into  several  wards,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair  representation,  but  to  conso- 
lidate several  parishes,  in  order  that  they  might  elect  one  guardian  ? — Yes  ;  and 
the  necessity  for  it  is  shown  by  this,  that  there  are  several  different  parishes  in 
the  City  of  London  Union,  where  the  inhabitants  are  under  200  in  each  parish, 
and  there  are,  also,  about  the  same  number  of  parishes  where  the  inhabitants  arc; 
from  1,000  to  2,000,  but,  notwithstanding  the  difterence  in  the  amount  of  popu- 
lation, they  each  of  them  are  represented  by  one  guardian,  so  that  a  parish  oi" 
2,000  in  population,  has  but  one  guardian. 

1-2033.  The  Commissioners,  as  the  law  now  stands,  have  no  power  of  consoli- 
dating several  parishes  into  one,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  guardian  ? — 
No,  they  have  not.  Perhaps  the  jConimittee  will  allow  me  to  allude  to  another 
point  which  has  created  considerable  difficulty ;  I  mean  the  Commissioners  not 
having  the  power  of  altering  the  number  of  guardians.  I  will  state  one  instance  ; 
the  parish  of  Aldersgate,  in  the  East  London  Union  ;  one  section  of  tliat 
parish,  called  Glasshouse-yard,  is  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  the  population 
is  taken  separately.  The  Commissioners  have  generally  apportioned  the  number 
of  guardians  to  the  population,  and  the  population  of  Glasshouse-yard  Liberty, 
amounting  to  1,300,  not  being  included  in  the  returns  for  London,  it  escaped 
notice,  and  the  parish  of  Aldersgate  is  therefore  deprived  of  its  due  proportion 
of  guardians  ;  applications  have  been  made  for  another  guardian  to  that  parish,  and 
the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  another  guardian  should  be  appointed,  but 
they  cannot  order  the  election  of  another  guardian,  without  obtaining  the  consent 
of  the  majority  of  the  owners  and  rate-payers  of  the  whole  union. 

1 2034.  Would  not  this  also  arise,  that  the  comparative  population  of  different 
parishes  comprised  in  the  union  may  in  the  course  of  years  change,  that  some 
parishes  may  be  stationary,  or  even  retrograde,  and  others  may  advance  very 
rapidly  in  amount  of  population,  and,  in  common  fairness,  a  different  distribution 
of  the  number  of  guardians  would  become  necessary  ? — Exactly. 

12035.  But  in  that  case  there  would  be  no  power  in  the  Commissioners  to 
alter  the  number  of  guardians  ? — There  is  no  power  in  them  as  far  as  regards 
altering  the  number  of  guardians;  I  would  beg  to  submit  also  that  there  is  a  doubt 
whether  proxies  can  be  required  to  be  given  annually  ;  in  fact,  I  believe  the 
Commissioners  have  no  power.  In  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  at  the  late  election, 
much  inconvenience  was  found  to  arise,  in  fact,  some  little  jobbing,  from  persons 
holding  proxies  for  a  length  of  time. 

12036.  Do  you  tliink  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  do  away  with  the  power  of 
voting  by  proxy? — I  am  afraid  my  experience  would  show  that  very  little  good 
has  resulted  from  it ;  in  fact,  in  the  parish  of  Lambeth  there  is  c[uite  a  contrary 
result ;  but  I  merely  wished  to  allude  to  the  fact  of  proxies  having  been  obtained 
and  hoarded  up  until  a  certain  party  found  they  had  sufficient  strength  to  make 
use  of  them. 

12037.  Supposing  the  proxies  were  employed,  would  you  propose  that  they 
should  be  necessarily  given  every  year? — Yes. 

12038.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  abolition  of  the  practice  of  voting  by 
proxy  ? — That  is  a  question  of  considerable  importance.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
experience  of  the  London  district  would  be  that  it  is  not  a  sound  principle. 

12031).  That  no  great  advantage  has  resulted  from  it  ? — No  great  advantage 
has  resulted  from  it  at  present. 

12040.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  other  observations  with  respect  to  voting 
by  proxy  ? — I  would  suggest  whether  the  privilege  of  proxies  might  be  confined 
to  direct  agents  of  parties,  because  the  proxies  that  I  am  alluding  to  have  been 
given  to  certain  parties,  and  transferred  by  them  to  other  parties. 

12041.  Would  you  recommend  that  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  give  a  proxy 
vote,  except  the  agent  inuncdiately  commissioned  by  the  owner  of  the  property 
entitled  to  give  the  vote  ? — I  think  that  would  check  it. 

12042.  You  mean  that  the  practice  is  for  the  agent  to  part  with  the  proxy, 

<tnd 
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and  to  give  it  to  parties  not  connected  with  the  property  ? — I  am  sure  that  some  Chailo  Mutt,  Esq. 

of  the  proxies  have  been  obtained  and  produced  at  the  board  by  persons  quite 

distinct  from  the  persons  to  whom  tiiey  were  entrusted.  ^5  May  "838. 

1 2043.  Was  not  that  tiie  fault  of  the  agent  to  whom  the  proxy  had  been  ori- 
ginally given  ? — There  is  no  cjuestion  of  it ;  that  they  have  made  a  use  of  it  that 
was  not  intended. 

12044.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make? — With  respect  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  board  of  guardians  of  tlie  London  districts,  I  would  suggest 
whether  tlie  number  of  ex-ojficio  guardians  might  not  be  limited.  There  is  a 
union  in  my  district,  the  Edmonton  Union,  where  there  are  25  ex-officlo  guardians  ; 
that  necessarily  compels  the  Commissioners  to  give  a  larger  number  of  elected 
guardians.  1  should  be  extremely  cautious  how  I  nuike  the  proposition,  because 
I  am  aware  that  the  ex-oJficio  guardians  are,  in  the  rural  districts,  the  main 
support  of  the  system. 

1204,5.  There  are  25  magistrates  residing  within  the  Union  of  Edmonton  ?  — 
Yes  ;  it  comprises  parts  of  three  different  counties  ;  there  is  one  parish  from 
Essex,  one  from  Hertfordshire,  and  the  remainder  arc  Middlesex  parishes.  Now, 
the  number  of  guardians  who  are  elected,  necessarily  being  large,  I  think  38,  with 
the  25,  make  an  amount  which  is  almost  uncontrollable. 

12046.  You  mean  that  the  board  is  too  numerous  for  good  management? — 
It  is,  for  this  reason :  we  all  know  in  board  managements  it  is  not  the  largest 
board  that  transacts  the  business  best,  and  I  find  that  at  the  Edmonton  board  of 
guardians  some  15  or  16  do  the  main  business  of  the  union ;  but  upon  any  parti- 
cular occasion  the  whole  of  them  attend,  and  perhaps  thwart  the  views  of  15  or 
IG  of  the  practical  guardians  who  have  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  the  matter  ; 
the  ex-officlo  guardians  in  the  rural  districts  are  connected  by  large  landed  property 
with  the  country,  and  therefore  ought  to  have  that  influence  which  the  law  gives 
them  ;  but  many  of  the  t:i-'>J)ic'to  guardians  near  London  are  only  connected  to  the 
extent  of  the  rent  of  their  house,  and  consequently  it  does  give  an  undue  influ- 
ence, and,  I  know^  on  the  j)art  of  many  guardians,  has  created  great  dissatisfaction ; 
I  have  thought  of  suggesting  whether  the  number  of  ex  officio  guardians  might 
be  limited,  and  that  they  should  be  the  senior  magistrates  of  the  district. 
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LwKB,  2"]°  dk  Novcmhris,   1837. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  tlic  Administiiition 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Fazakcrlcy.  Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker.  Mr.  Waklcy. 

Mr.  Poulctt  Scropc.  Mr.  Villicrs. 

Mr.  Baines.  Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Boiling.  Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

]\Ir.  Lister.  Mr.  Chichester. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Barneby.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell.  Mr.  John  Fielden. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  S"  die  Februarii,   1838. 


Ordered,Ti\AT  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT p.   iii 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.    1 

APPENDIX p.  35 


C     iii     ] 


R     E     P     O     R     T. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  tlie  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 


HAVE  taken  some  furtlier  Evidence,  which  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
Tiie  House. 


1  June  1838. 
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WITNESSES. 


Mercurii,  30"  die  Mail,  1838. 
George  Pearse,  Esq. P-' 

Jovis,  31°  die  Mali,  1838. 
George  Pearse,  Esq.      -         -         -         -         -         -         -p.  28 

Veneris,  1°  die  Junii,  1838. 

George  Pearse,  Esq.       -        -        -        -        -        -        -    p.  48 

Mr.  James  Turner         -         -         -         -        -        -         -p.  48 

George  Pearse,  Esq.      -        -        -        -        -        -        -P-49 
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Mercurii,  30"  die  Mali,  1838. 


ME.MBEllS   PRESENT: 


Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 


Mr.  Hodges. 
Mr.  Langdale. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY  in  the  Chair. 


George  Pearse,  Esq.,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

12047.  Mr-  Fielden.]  ARE  you  prepared  with  your  tabular  statements  of  the  George  Peanc, 
earnings  of  any  number  of  labourers  in  Westoning? — I  have  prepared  these  ^^1' 

tables,  and  revised  them,  as  to  the  earnings  and  outgoings  of  the  people  of  ~" 

"Westoning,  with  the  able  assistance  of  Mr.  Marshall,  and  I  am  now  ready  to  ^°  '^'"'^     ■^^' 
present  them ;  the  table  with    regard   to    the    48    men    who  were    irregularly 

employed  in  1834  and  1837,  and  the  table  of  30  men  who  were  regularly 
employed  in  1834  and  1837. —  [(Sec  Appendices,  Nos.  1  &  2.] 

1 2048.  Have  you  any  observations  which  you  wish  to  make  on  them  before 
putting  them  in  ?—  Only  that  they  have  been  prepared  with  the  greatest  care 
which  1  could  possibly  take  in  the  business,  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  truth 
in  the  best  way  I  could.  The  names  are  alphabetically  arranged  in  those  tables, 
which  1  thought  might  afford  a  faciUty  of  reference.  I  would  first  explain  the 
way  in  which  I  have  obtained  my  information  :  it  was  by  application  to  the 
employers  as  to  the  period  of  service,  amount  of  wages  paid,  and  the  names  of 
people  employed  belonging  to  Westoning ;  and,  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
from  the  men,  as  to  their  own  earnings,  and  sometimes  as  to  their  wives'  and 
children's.  Except  in  a  few  instances  in  the  early  part  of  the  inquiry,  I  found  it 
almost  impossible  to  ascertain  the  earnings  of  the  family ;  I  have  therefore 
applied  a  scale  which  I  consider  is  very  moderate  indeed  as  to  the  earnings  of 
the  families,  depressing  the  good  workers,  and  not  raising  the  bad  ones. 

1 2040-  Chairman.]  Is  that  a  scale  with  reference  to  the  earnings  they  obtain 
by  plaiting  straw? — The  scale  I  have  drawn  out  was  submitted  to  a  person 
perfectly  competent  to  judge  of  the  accuracy  of  it ;  it  was  to  a  woman  who  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  earnings  of  children,  who  has  children  herself,  and  she 
said  it  was  a  very  moderate  fair  scale  ;  and  it  is  below  what  1  know  others  would 
liave  set  it  at. 

1 2050.  What  is  the  scale  ? — It  is  not  in  every  case  applied  ;  but  only  where 
I  had  a  difficulty  in  finding  the  earnings  of  the  family. 

r2()"ji.  Where  you  obtained  information  which  you  could  rely  upon,  you  put 
down  the  earnings  of  the  family  as  they  were  stated  to  you  ? — Yes,  if  it  approached 
the  truth. 

12052.  But  in  cases  where  you  could  not  obtain  accurate  information  of  the 
earnings  of  the  family,  you  have  estimated  them  according  to  the  scale? — Yes  ; 
but  in  every  instance  in  which  the  scale  has  been  a])plie(l.  I  have  deducted  one- 
twelfth  in  the  year,  to  allow  cither  for  sickness  or  other  contingencies. 

12053.  Mr.  Baines.]  You  applied  this  scale  where  it  was  known  that  the 
children  were  employed,  to  ascertain  what  they  could  earn  during  the  period 
they  were  employed  r — Precisely  so. 

1 2054.  But  how  did  you  ascertain  the  time  that  they  were  employed  ;  for 
instance,  you  went  In  a  family,  and  yoii  made  inf|uiryas  to  the  employment  that 
their  chikUen  had  ;  did  you  then  rcefi\c  from  that  fannly  information  how  lun>^ 
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Georg:  Pearst,      they  had  been  employed  in  any  given  period  ? — 1  beg  your  pardon  ;  I  declined 
'^■'•q-  the  visitation  of  the  cottages,  for  the  reasons  which  I  gave  when   I  was  here 

before,  and  it  was  tlien  understood  that  I  was  to  i)ursiie  my  intjuirics  about  the 

30  May  1838.      jj^gj^  j^jjjy  ^g  jq  j^jjgjj.  earnings  ;  I  declined  making  inquiries  as  to  the  family 
earnings,  from  the  difficulties  I  met  with. 

1205.",.  What  the  Committee  would  wish  to  understand  is,  how  you  ascer- 
tained the  period  of  time  for  which  tliose  children  were  employed,  so  as  to  apply 
that  scaler — Tlie  woman  that  I  submitted  the  scale  to  is  perfectly  competent  to 
si)eak  on  the  subject  ;  I  stated  to  her  the  time  on  which  those  earnings  would 
be  taken,  as  Ihe  children  would  work  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  six  in  the 
evening,  and  allowing  one  hour  for  dinner,  that  is  nine  hours  in  the  summer, 
taking  that  as  an  average. 

1.2056.  We  will  take  an  individual  family  in'which  two  children  are  in  a  situa- 
tion to  have  this  employment  of  plaiting  straw  ;  did  you  know  that  those 
children  were  employed  ? — 'i'es  ;  in  every  case  I  ascertained  that  plaiting  was 
the  business  of  the  family. 

12057.  But  did  you  ascertain  that  the  children  were  employed  in  plaiting; 
because  it  might  happen  that  there  were  two  children  in  a  family,  and  that  those 
children,  from  some  cause,  were  not  employed  at  all  ? — U'hat  does  not  occur  ;  they 
are  all  brought  up  to  the  same  employment,  almost  invariably  ;  there  may  be  two 
or  three  lace-makers  in  the  parish,  and  they  are  distinguished  from  the  others. 

12058.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Are  the  families  that  are  employed  at  plaiting  furnished 
with  straw  from  the  capitalist  ? — No,  not  in  every  case,  it  depends  upon  the  sort 
of  plait ;  if  they  are  making  the  variegated  plait  or  the  bent  plait,  1  believe  the 
straws  are  suppHed  by  the  plaiter. 

12059.  How,  in  all  other  cases,  do  those  poor  people  furnish  themselves  with 
the  material  for  the  work  ? — It  is  brought  round  by  people  who  draw  straws,  and 
it  is  sold  to  them  sometimes  in  prepared  bundles,  and  sometimes  in  the  rough, 
and  it  is  the  business  of  the  mother  to  prepare  the  straws  for  the  children ;  the 
women  who  do  not  plait  themselves,  can  prepare  the  straws. 

12060.  Then  it  is  brought  round  the  country  by  persons  who  draw  the  straws, 
and  sold  to  the  poor  people? — Sometimes  in  one  way,  and  sometimes  in  the 
other  ;  sometimes  they  obtain  it  at  their  own  doors,  or  at  the  market  where  they 
dispose  of  their  plait. 

1  2061 .  Are  the  circumstances  of  those  people  such  as  to  insure  either  the  sale 
or  the  loan  of  materials  for  the  plait  ?— I  do  not  doubt  it. 

12062.  Mr.  Baines-I  JMight  it  not  frequently  happen  that  a  child  or  children 
in  a  family  were  ill ;  have  you  made  any  provision  for  that  ? — I  have  deducted  a 
twelfth  in  the  year. 

12063.  That  is  as  a  provision  for  those  sort  of  contingencies  ? — To  meet  such 
contingencies. 

12064.  Does  it  happen  that  families  can  at  all  times  have  this  employment? — 
At  all  times  ;  and  there  is  always  a  facility  in  disposing  of  it ;  it  is  a  ready  sale, 
but  the  market  fluctuates  ;  the  price  varies  according  to  the  season. 

12065.  Then,  supposing  there  to  be  a  family  of  any  number  of  children,  and 
those  children  to  be  of  an  age  in  which  they  can  be  .so  employed,  you  find  that  it 
is  the  practice  of  that  district  in  which  you  have  made  the  inquiry,  that  they  do 
employ  themselves  statedly  in  that  kind  of  work  ? — Decidedly  ;  it  is  the  practice 
with  all  children,  even  at  the  early  age  of  four,  when  they  go  to  dame  schools,  to 
commence  plaiting  ;  and  I  could  give  an  instance  of  a  child  of  my  own  bailiff 
who  made  its  own  bonnet  at  the  age  of  four ;  it  was  its  first  act ;  1  do  not  mean 
that  they  earn  any  thing  then,  because,  perhaps,  they  spoil  straws  which  are 
equal  to  their  earnings  and  the  expense  of  their  schoohng. 

12066.  At  what  time  have  you  supposed  the  children  can  be  so  employed  ? — ■ 
At  the  age  of  eight  years,  carrying  the  calculation  up  to  the  age  of  16,  and  at 
that  age,  perhaps,  they  can  earn  as  much  as  at  a  more  advanced  age. 

12067.  Chairman.]  Will  you  give  the  scale  upon  which  your  calculations  are 
formed? — Presuming  that  there  is  a  deduction  of  one-twelfth,  this  is  the  scale; 
I  now  give  it  without  the  deduction,  but  I  believe,  in  almost  everj'  instance,  the 
deduction  was  made ;  and  in  putting  in  those  tables  I  should  say  I  do  not  assume 
that  they  are  perfect,  but  they  are  drawn  out  to  the  best  of  ray  abiUty.  A  child 
of  eight  years,  straws  and  schooling  deducted,  may  earn  9  c?.  a  week  ;  a  child 
of  nine  years,  Is.  ;  a  child  of  ten,  Is.  6c?. ;  a  child  of  eleven,  Is.  9c?. ;  twelve 
and  thirteen,  2  s. ;  fourteen  years,  2.?.  6d. ;  fifteen  years,  3s. ;  sixteen  years  and 

upwards, 
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upwards,  3s.  6d.  a  week.     Now  I  know  that  good  plaiters  may  earn  almost      Gforge  Pearse, 
double  this  at  the  age  of  16,  and  that  they  are  earning  as   much  as   double  ;  "'' 

but  I  have  taken  it  at  3a'.  6rf.     There  is  an  observation  at  the  bottom,  "  This  ~       r~ 

scale  of  earnings  applies  to  children  of  various  ages,  one-twelfth  being  deducted 
from  the  year's  earnings  to  cover  any  deduction  for  sickness  or  other  prevention 
of  work." 

12068.  Mr.  Baines.]  Do  you  mean  that  one-twelfth  has  been  deducted  there, 
or  that  one-twelfth  is  to  be  deducted  ? — One-twelftli  is  to  be  deducted  when  the 
scale  is  applied  to  the  earnings  ;  I  wish  to  set  myself  right  with  respect  to  the 
tables ;  I  disclaimed  the  trouble  of  making  the  calculations,  and  Mr.  Marshall 
was  to  assist  me  in  that,  therefore  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  calculations,  but 
for  the  inquiries  ;  I  lay  the  best  information  I  can  before  the  Committee,  and  I 
hope  unimpeachable. 

12069.  Mr.  Fielden.]  That  is  the  scale  which  you  have  given  in  as  an  estimate 
of  what  they  can  earn  at  those  different  ages,  in  straw-plaiting? — It  is  the  scale 
that  I  have  appUed  ;  I  mean  to  say,  that  they  may  earn  a  great  deal  more,  but 
it  is  the  scale  which  I  have  applied. 

12070.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  children  can,  at  this  description  of  work, 
earn  the  sums  regularly  which  you  have  put  down  for  them  ? — Taking  the 
average  of  the  past  year,  I  should  say  they  certainly  can,  and  that  it  is  rather 
below  the  mark. 

12071.  Instead  of  earning  less,  you  are  of  opinion  that  they  can  earn  more 
than  the  scale  which  you  have  adopted? — More,  decidedly,  with  due  exertion. 

i  12072.  You  did  not  take  this  statement  of  earnings  from  those  employed  on 
the  plaiting  themselves,  but  from  an  experienced  woman  ?  — I  took  it  from  an 
experienced  woman  having  children  of  her  own  ;  a  woman  upon  whom  I  thought 
I  could  rely. 

12073.  Who  is  the  woman  from  whom  you  obtained  this  information? — She 
lives  in  the  parish  of  Harlington,  and  her  name  is  Chandler. 

12074.  How  many  children  has  she  employed  in  straw-plaiting? — I  beUeve 
she  has  two,  but  she  interests  herself  about  the  children  of  a  widower  living  near, 
who  has  several  children,  I  believe,  employed  in  that  way. 

.'     1 207,5.  She  has  two  children  of  her  own  engaged  in  straw-plaiting  ? — They 
belong,  I  believe,  to  her  husband  ;  she  is  their  mother-in-law. 
J  2076.  And  those  are  employed  in  straw-plaiting? — Yes. 

12077.  What  are  the  ages  of  those  two  children? — I  cannot  say;  but  there 
are  several  children  living  close  to  her  about  whom  she  is  interested,  and  she  is, 
of  course,  aware  of  their  earnings. 

12078.  Have  you  seen  the  two  children  of  this  Mrs.  Chandler? — I  do  not 
know  those  children,  though  she  is  a  tenant  of  mine. 

1 2079.  Did  you  not  ask  her  what  her  own  two  children  could  earn  ? — Yes,  I 
did,  but  I  do  not  think  I  made  a  memorandum  of  what  they  could  earn  ;  but  I 
made  the  scale,  and  showed  it  to  her,  and  had  it  corrected  by  her  ;  I  said,  "  I  am 
very  anxious  to  submit  a  moderate  scale,  and  you  will  correct  me  where  I  have 
it  too  high;"  I  had  it  originally  higher  than  it  now  is  ;  I  said  I  would  rather  be 
below  the  mark. 

1 2080.  You  were  desirous  of  adopting  a  scale  rather  under  the  mark  than  over 
the  mark  ? — Certainly. 

12081.  And  the  information  you  received  from  this  female  corroborates  what 
you  now  say  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  a  much  lower  scale  than  the  scale  I  have  put  in  of  the 
earnings  at  our  own  workhouse  at  Woburn. 

12082.  Did  Mrs.  Chandler  state  to  you  how  she  had  derived  her  information? 
— She  plaits  herself,— and  from  observation;  she  is  in  the  habit  of  selling 
childien's  plait,  a  great  quantity. 

12083.  ^ut  it  is  possible  that  a  person  may  be  in  the  habit  of  selling  plait, 
and  yet  not  know  what  the  earnings  of  children  amount  to? — I  have  not  a  doubt 
of  her  experience. 

1 2084.  She  has  other  children  besides  her  ow*n  whom  she  superintends  ? — I 
believe  she  has. 

12085.  Do  you  know  how  many  she  superintends? — I  cannot  say  ;  she  is  not 
a  schoolmistress,  but  she  looks  after  a  neighbour's  children  who  has  lately  lost 
his  wife. 

12086.  I  am  not  doubting  the  respectability  of  the  woman,  but  I  wish  to  know 
whether  vou  can  give  information  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  data  on  which  this 
is  founded  ;  she  must  be  aware  of  the  quantity  of  work  that  a  straw-plaiter  can 
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Oenrge  Pearse,     do,  and  the  prices  that  are  ohtaincd  for  that,  in  order  to  give  you  correct  testi- 
Es'l-  mony  ? — Yes. 

"  12087.  What  description  of  straw-plaiting  was  she  speaking  of  when  she  gave 

30  May  1838.      y^^  jjjjg  estimate? — I  do  not  know  the  particular  description,  but  I  should  think 
the  ordinary  description  done  hy  children. 

12088.  Are  there  not  several  kinds  of  straw-plait  made  in  the  township  in 
which  you  reside? — Yes,  but  ihe  more  expensive  sorts  are  only  made  by  expe- 
rienced hands. 

12089.  What  sort  of  straw-jjlaiting  is  it  that  you  wish  the  scale  that  you  have 
put  in  to  apply  to? — I  hardly  know  how  to  distinguish  the  sorts,  but  I  think  it 
would  be  known  under  the  name  of  the  white  straw-plait ;  I  say  that  under 
correction. 

1 2oyo.  There  are  four  sorts  of  straw-plait  ;  at  tlie  lowest  description  of  plait- 
ing one  sum  can  be  earned  a  week,  at  the  next  a  higher  sum,  at  the  third  a  still 
liigher  sum,  and  at  the  fourth,  a  higher  sum  than  either  ;' — Then  I  should  say, 
that  I  believe  the  scale  to  ap])ly  to  the  inferior  sort  of  plait,  the  white  straw-plait, 
the  ordinary  sort  of  plait  j)roduced  by  children. 

12091.  Did  you  make  this  in(|uiry  of  !Mrs.  Chandler,  whether  it  was  intended 
to  apply  to  the  inferior  straw-plaiting,  or  to  the  superior  ? — Certainly,  that  it  was 
to  apj)ly  to  the  ordinary  straw-plait,  made  by  children,  and  1  should  certainly 
infer  that  it  is  what  is  understood  by  the  white  straw-plait  ;  if  you  were  to  go  to 
a  higher  straw-plait,  you  must  put  down  the  earnings  as  almost  double ;  children 
are  not  ])Ut  to  that  description. 

12092.  Did  you  ask  Mrs.  Chandler  what  young  persons,  of  those  ages,  could 
earn  at  the  higher  descriptions  of  straw-plaiting? — No. 

12093.  Is  she  not  conversant  with  the  higher  description  of  plaiting,  as  well 
as  the  lower? — I  do  not  know  that  she  is. 

1 2094.  Have  you  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  any  other  persons  what  they 
can  obtain  at  the  higher  descriptions  of  })laiting  ?— No,  I  have  not,  not  with  a 
view  to  any  scale. 

12095.  What  proportion  does  the  inferior  straw-plaiting  bear,  in  the  number 
employed,  to  the  suj)erior  straw-plaiting  ? — I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  say. 

1209G.  Mr.  Jiaincs.]  Is  not  that  the  kind  of  straw-plaiting  upon  which  children 
are  usually  employed  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

12097.  Chairman.]  It  is  the  ordinary  occupation  of  children,  of  the  ages  you 
have  mentioned,  in  that  district? — Yes  ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  some  children 
that  are  taught  do  not  attempt  a  better  description  of  plait. 

12098.  But,  speaking  generally,  this  is  the  usual  occupation  in  which  children 
in  that  district  are  engaged? — Yes. 

12099.  -^^^  tli^  woman,  Chandler,  was  speaking  of  the  occupation  of  the 
children  at  the  ordinary  sort  of  plait  ? — Yes. 

12100.  Mr.  Fielden.]  On  a  former  day  you  put  in  a  table,  purporting  to  be 
the  earnings  of  children  of  various  ages  employed  in  straw-plait,  nine  hours  in 
the  summer,  from  eight  to  six  o'clock,  less  one  hour  for  dinner? — That  is  a 
statement  which  I  obtained  from  the  master  of  the  Woburn  workhouse. 

12  101.  In  that  table  you  state  that  the  net  earnings  of  children  of  eight  years 
of  age  would  be  Is.  'Sd. ;  in  the  scale  which  you  have  now  put  in  you  state  that 
children  of  eight  years  would  earn  9c?.  ? — Yes,  and  I  hope  that  that  will  mark  my 
anxiety  to  do  the  right  thing  as  regards  those  tables,  that  I  might  put  it  upon  as 
low  a  scale  as  possible,  because  I  was  taking  the  average. 

12102.  Children  of  10,  in  Appendix  No.  3,  to  30th  Report,  you  state,  can 
earn  2s.  9d. ;  with  respect  to  children  of  10,  in  the  scale  you  now  propose  to 
put  in,  you  give  the  sum.  Is.  Gd.  ? — Yes,  there  is  that  variation. 

12103.  The  children  of  15,  in  Appendix  No.  3,  are  said  to  earn  4*. ;  in  the 
scale  you  are  now  introducing,  you  say  35.  is  the  sum  ? — Yes. 

1 2 1 04.  How  do  you  reconcile  those  two  statements  ? — That  which  I  before 
put  in  is  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  plait  produced  by  the  children  in  the 
Woburn  workhouse,  presuming  that  they  were  kept  at  it  so  many  hours,  as 
stated,  but  they  are  taken  oft"  three  or  four  hours  in  the  day  to  be  instructed  in 
other  things ;  that  was  an  estimate  made  by  the  master  ;  and  the  children  are 
exceedingly  well  taught ;  there  we  have  a  schoolmistress  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  them  to  plait,  and  they  are  taught  in  a  superior  way,  and  their  plait 
produces  higher  prices  than  I  imagine  the  run  of  children  generally  would  ;  the 
master  last  Monday  reported  to  me  -that  with  one  girl  of  14,  the  value  of  her 
plait  was  7  s.  a  week. 

12105.  Do 
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1 2 1 0.5.  Do  you  wish  to  rest  your  evidence  upon  the  earnings  given  in  of  the     George  Pearse, 
Woburn  workhouse,  or  of  Mrs.  Chandler,  from  whom  you  made  out  this  scale  ? —  tlsq. 

That  which  appears  in  the  Appendix  was  an  estimate  of  what  the  children  in  the 

Woi)urn  workhouse  might  do   if  they  were  kept  at  their  work  ;  this  is  a  scale      3*^  ^'*y  '^38. 
applied  to  the  earnings  of  families  in  Westoning,  with  an  anxiety  to  do  justice  to 
that  which  had  been  entrusted  to  me  by  the  Committee. 

12106.  Cliairmaii.']  And  upon  the  supposition  that  the  children  taught  in  their 
own  houses,  and  taking  the  average  of  many  families,  might  not  be  so  well  taught 
as  the  children  under  the  superintendence  of  the  master  or  mistress  of  the  Woburn 
house,  and  might  not  be  kept  at  work  for  so  many  hours  ? — Allowing  for  the 
disadvantages  under  which  the  labouring  i)Oor  might  be  ;  there  would  not  be  the 
same  superintendence  of  their  labour  ;  thej'^  would  not  be  taught  in  the  same  way 
that  they  are  in  our  workhouse. 

12107.  Mr.  Fieldcn-I  You  are  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  guardians  of  the 
Woburn  Union  ? — I  am. 

12108.  Have  you  been  so  from  the  commencement  of  that  union? — I  have. 

12109.  Do  not  jou  think  that  the  knowledge  obtained  from  the  workhouse  is 
as  creditable  and  as  much  to  be  relied  on  as  the  knowledge  which  you  have 
obtained  from  this  individual? — The  advantages  there  are  so  .superior  for  children 
that  I  did  not  think  it  fair  or  just  to  the  Committee  to  apply  that  scale  to  the 
earnings  in  Westoning,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  this  inquiry  was 
entrusted  to  me. 

12110.  Have  not  the  independent  labourers  in  Westoning,  or  in  any  of  the 
other  parishes,  as  deep  an  interest  in  getting  as  large  an  amount  of  earnings  from 
the  children  as  you  can  have  in  the  Woburn  workhouse? — Of  course  they  have  ; 
but  you  must  allow  for  the  mistaken  indulgence  of  the  mother,  and  the  want  of 
discipline  at  home. 

12111.  But  straw-plaiting  is  an  exceedingly  easy  work,  is  it  not  ? — Not  so  easy 
to  some  children. 

12112.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean,  not  easy  in  the  sense  of  fatigue,  or  in  the 
sense  of  difficult? — I  mean  that  all  have  not  the  same  facility;  one  child  will 
earn  twice  as  much  as  another. 

12113.  Is  it  a  laborious  occupation? — Certainly  not ;  they  may  sit  or  walk 
while  they  are  at  it. 

121 14.  Is  it  an  occupation  that  tries  the  strength  of  the  children? — A  parti- 
cular kind  of  plait  would  try  the  strength  of  the  lingers. 

1211,5.  But  is  the  ordinary  j)lait,  at  which  children  arc  generally  employed, 
an  occupation  that  tries  their  strength  ? — I  imagine  not. 

12116.  ^V^lcn  you  speak  therefore  of  the  work  not  being  in  all  cases  an  easy 
work,  do  you  mean  from  the  want  of  dexterity  ? — Exactly. 

12117.  Mr.  Fieldcn.]  Is  the  straw-])Uiiting,  of  which  you  have  given  in  an 
estimate  of  the  earnings  of  children  in  the  Woburn  workhouse,  the  common 
straw-plaiting,  the  same  as  the  straw-plaiting  spoken  to  by  Mrs.  Chandler? — 
I  believe  it  is. 

12115.  Tlien  the  two  descriptions  of  work  are  the  same  in  quality? — I 
believe  so. 

12119.  And  the  same  earnings  might  be  obtained  by  the  same  children  in  botli 
cases? — Provided  they  were  equally  well  taught,  and  equally  well  kept  at  it. 

12120.  The  time  that  the  children  are  employed  in  both  cases  is  only  from 
eight  o'clock  to  six  o'clock,  and  one  hour  allowed  out  of  that  time  for  dinner  ? — 
The  calculation  is  founded  upon  that. 

12121.  From  eight  to  six  is  10  hours,  and  one  hour  taken  off  for  dinner  would 
only  require  nine  hours'  employment? — Yes. 

12122.  If  the  work  be  not  laborious,  but  easy,  do  you  consider  that  to  be 
sufficient  employment  for  children  - — I  believ6  they  are  the  school  hours. 

12123.  Is  it  not  the  practice  to  give  the  children  employment  at  the  school 
during  the  time  they  are  there? — I  suj)pose  so. 

12124.  Is  it  not  the  practice  for  the  mothers  who  have  children  to  keep  their 
children  employed  ? — Tliey  have  an  interest  in  doing  so  ;  1  cannot  say  what  is 
done  by  mothers. 

12125.  Could  an  experienced  female,  acquainted  with  straw-plaiting,  speak 
with  more  accuracy  to  the  earnings  of  straw-plaiters  on  this  description  of  work 
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Georee  Pearse,      than  you  can  ? — Of  course  ;  I  only  wish  the  Committee  had  the  evidence  of  some 
lisq.  such  person. 

-.    12126.  Chairman.]  But  you  derived  your  information  from  an  experienced 

30  May  1838.      person  ?— From  one  whom  I  thought  I  could  rely  upon. 

12127.  It  is  not  your  own  opinion,  but  information  derived  from  the  experience 
of  another  ?—  It  is  ;   I  could  not  be  supposed  to  know  any  thing  of  this  question 

myself. 

12128.  Mr.  Fielden.]  On  that  scale  your  tables  are  founded  for  both  1834  and 
1837? — No,  I  have  not  gone  into  1834,  and  I  said  distinctly  to  the  Committee 
that  I  would  not  apply  myself  to  1834  ;  1  decUned  it  from  the  first. 

I2i2g.  Do  your  tables  apply  only  to  1837  ? — So  far  as  the  earnings  and  the 
outgoings  go,  we  have  adopted  Mr.  Turner's  estimate  as  to  1834 ;  I  have  merely 
taken  that  as  I  found  it. 

12130.  Why  adopt  Mr.  Turner's  estimate  for  1834,  and  reject  it  for  1837  ? — 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  it  may  be  struck  out ;  the  object  was  to  furnish 
information. 

12131.  Chairman.']  Is  not  the  reason  why  you  have  adopted  Mr.  Turner's  table 
in  1834,  and  not  in  1837,  that  you  undertook  to  make  inquiries  with  regard  to 
1 837,  and  you  did  not  undertake  to  make  incjuiries  with  regard  to  1 834  ? — Exactly, 
that  stands  where  it  did  ;  I  might,  for  all  1  know,  impeach  the  accuracy  of  the 
table  for  1834  as  well  as  that  of  1837. 

1 2 132.  Mr.  Fielden.]  You  have  before  stated  that  if  the  earnings  of  1837  were 
too  low,  they  would  be  too  low  for  1834?— Of  course  it  would  be  so  ;  I  merely 
meant  that,  with  regard  to  1834,  there  were  no  data  upon  which  to  make  a 
calculation. 

12133.  Chairman.]  Was  there  a  material  difference  in  the  price  of  straw-plait- 
ing between  1834  and  1837  ? — I  understand  there  was  some  difference;  at  the 
present  season,  there  is  an  improvement  as  compared  with  1834;  straw-plait  is 
selling  higher  than  it  has  done  for  some  time. 

12134.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  you  know  whether  the  earnings  at  straw-plaiting  may 
be  greater  now  than  they  would  be  in  the  year  1834?— I  understand  that  the 
straw-plaiting  at  the  present  moment  is  better  ;  but  my  inciuiries  have  been  con- 
fined entirely  to  1837,  and  this  scale  is  to  apply  to  1837,  and  not  to  the  present 
time. 

12135.  Chairman.]  In  1837  w^as  there  any  material  difference  between  the 
prices  then  and  the  prices  in  1834  r — I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  to  that ;  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  1834. 

12136.  Mr.  Fielden.]  "Within  your  experience  has  the  price  for  straw-plaiting 
been  considerably  higher  than  it  is  now  ?— 1  know  nothing  upon  that  myself ;  but 
I  have  heard  that  some  years  ago  straw-plaiting,  when  it  was  less  generally 
followed  in  the  country,  produced  a  great  deal  more. 

12137.  Do  you  know  when  the  decline  in  the  prices  paid  for  straw-plaiting  first 
commenced  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that. 

12138.  You  cannot  give  any  guess  as  to  the  time  ?  —  I  would  rather  not  commit 
myself  in  any  way  upon  that  subject ;  the  most  accurate  information  upon  that 
point  may  be  obtained  from  factors  and  others. 

12139.  But  it  is  your  opinion  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall  at  some 
time  or  other  ? — Yes. 

12140.  Mr.  Hodges.]  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  ever  lower  than  it  has  been 
in  the  last  two  years : — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

12141.  Was  it  ever  lower  than  it  was  in  1837: — I  have  understood  so. 

12142.  But  of  your  own  knowledge  you  cannot  speak? — I  cannot. 

12143.  Mr.  Baincs.]  You  say  you  adopt  Mr.  Turner's  scale  of  1834  ;  do  you 
mean  that  you  acquiesce  in  his  statement,  or  that  you  have  not  investigated  it  at 
all  ?—  I  have  not  investigated  it ;  I  merely  took  it  as  I  found  it. 

12144.  You  therefore  do  not  confirm  or  wish  to  impeach  it,  but  you  take  it  as 
vou  find  it  ? — Exactly,  inasmuch  as  it  appears  in  this  table  ;  I  have  so  far  adopted 
it,  or  rather  used  it. 

1214.5.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  first  name  in  your  table  ? — I  must  entreat  a 
little  indulgence  with  regard  to  the  table  of  30  labourers ;  I  wish  for  a  little  time 
for  further  examination ;  the  person  who  was  appointed  to  assist  me  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  it  was  occupied  up  to  a  very  late  hour  last  night  in  completing  it,  and 
\  had  not  an  opportunity  of  looking  over  it  again  ;  the  table  of  48  labourers  I  am 

prepared 
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prepared  with  ;  but  as  Mr.  Marshall  has  drawn  out  the  table,  perhaps  the  Com-      George  Peant, 
mittee  would  allow  him  to  refer  to  it  in  answer  to  the  questions.  E'l- 

12146.  (To  Mr.  Marshall.)  Take  the  name  of  Joseph  Lingard  ;  in  speaking  of      

the  year  1837,  he  is  stated  to  have  been  employed  39  weeks? — The  number      30  May  1838. 
of  weeks  is  unknown. 

12147.  His  rate  of  wages  is  said  to  be  8«.  ? — That  is  also  unknown  ;  there  is 
a  remark  here,  that  the  statement  of  this  man  is  very  unsatisfactory ;  he  works 
much  out  of  the  parish,  and  cannot  be  readily  traced. 

12148.  His  earnings  are  stated  to  be  15/.  12s. ;  but  as  you  do  not  know  the 
further  particulars,  you  cannot  speak  to  his  earnings  ? — His  earnings  here  are 
taken  from  his  own  statement,  14/.  Os.  6d.  and  ol.   5s.  during  harvest. 

12149.  Here  the  allowance  for  harvest  is  21.? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  We  have 
separated  the  hay-time  and  harvest,  and  put  that  independently  of  the  number  of 
weeks  employed. 

121.50.  Then  you  must  deduct  the  usual  number  of  weeks  in  which  they  are 
employed  in  hay-time  and  harvest  ? — We  have  taken  the  number  of  weeks  em- 
ployed in  hay-time  and  harvest  separately,. except  in  cases  where  the  harvest,  the 
hay-time  and  the  ordinary  work  were  blended  together. 

1 2 1 .5 1 .  Upon  what  ground  do  you  state  that  the  earnings  of  the  man  during 
harvest  were  51.  5s.  ? — His  own  statement ;  harvest  four  weeks  3/.  12s.  ;  hay- 
time,  three  weeks,  at  lis.  a  week. 

121.52.  Was  the  statement  with  regard  to  the  man's  earnings  in  harvest  and 
hay-time  taken  from  the  man  himself"  ? — From  the  man  himself. 

121.5.5.  What  do  you  make  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  children? — By  the 
scale,  1 H.  6s.  5d. 

121.54.  What  does  his  family  consist  of? — It  consists  of  a  daughter,  12  years 
old,  a  boy  eight  and  a  girl  four. 

121,5.5.  The  statement  in  the  table  that  was  formerly  put  in  makes  those  earn- 
ings to  be  21.  12s.  ;  what  do  you  make  the  total  income  of  the  family  ? — (Mr. 
Marshall.)  Thirty  pounds  nineteen  shillings. 

121.56.  What  do  you  make  the  outgoings  for  rent,  fuel  and  rates? — Five 
pounds  six  shilhngs. 

121.57.  Is  the  subscription  to  the  benefit  club  stated  correctly  at  1.5s.? — 
Twelve  shiUings  ;  there  is  3d.  spent  in  beer  ;  that  cannot  be  called  a  subscription 

to  the  club. (Mr.  Pearse.)     In  every  case  where  there  was  3d.  for  beer,  I 

have  thrown  it  oft". 

12158.  What  do  you  make  his  net  income  apphcable  for  food,  clothing,  &c.  ? — 
(Mr.  Marshall.)  Twenty-five  pounds  thirteen  shillings. 

12159.  Is  the  number  of  the  family  stated  correctly  at  five? — It  is. 

12160.  What  is  the  average  per  head  for  the  year  ? — That  I  have  not  entered 
into  ;  the  only  reference  to  1834  is  by  way  of  drawing  a  comparison  ;  he  is  stated 
to  have  had  21  /.  2  s.  4d.  in  1834  ;  and  this  is  to  show  an  increase  or  decrease ; 
in  this  instance  it  shows  an  increase  of  4/.  lOs.  Sd.  as  compared  with  1834, 
assuming  1834  to  be  correct. 

12161.  Mr.  Baines.']  What  is  the  whole  amount  of  his  year's  income  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Turner,  and  what  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  year's  income  as  stated  in 
this  corrected  list? — Mr. Turner  states  it  to  be  20/.  4s.  and  I  have  it  30/.    19s. 

12162.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  14/.  15s. ;  what  do  you  state  their  net 
income  to  be  ? — Twenty-five  pounds  thirteen  shilhngs. 

12163.  Have  you  the  name  John  Carter?— I  have. 

1 2 1 64.  He  is  stated  to  be  employed  the  whole  year  at  9  s.  ? — John  Carter  is  45 
weeks  employed  at  9s.  6rf.  ;  amounting  to  21/.  Is.  6rf. ;  his  earnings  during 
hay-time  and  harvest  are  5/.  ISs.  'id.  ;  the  earnings  of  the  family,  4/.  7s.  9(/.  ; 
total  income,  31/.   13s.  6d. ;  his  outlay  is  6/.  5s. ;  his  net  income  25/.  8s.  6rf. 

1216.5.  Chairman.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)]  Upon  what  ground  have  you  formed  the 
estimate  with  respect  to  John  Carter?  — By  applying  the  scale  as  to  the  earnings 
of  the  family,  and  taking  tlie  report  of  his  employer  as  to  his  own  earnings. 

12166.  The  total  income  appears  in  the  list  given  in  by  Mr.  Turner  to  be 
25/.  8s.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — (i,\v.  MarshalL)  Thirty-one  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  sixpence. 

12167.  The  net  income  appears  to  be  18/.  10s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Twenty-five  pounds  eight  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12168.  l^\r.  Langdale.]  The  wages  tiiat  he  gains  by  harvest  are  completely 
439.  A  4  4—  independent 
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George  Pearse,     independent  of  so  much  per  week  ;  it  is  not  an  accumulation  of  so  mucli  per 
l^sq.  week  ? — Not  at  all. 

liifx).   Chainnan.]  You  assume  that  the  man  was  employed  throui^hout  the 

30  May  1838,      ^'hole  year? — Yes  ;  so  he  was,  hut  he  was  seven  weeks  at  hay-tiiiic  and  harvest. 

(Mr.  Pcarsc.)     ^\'ith  reference  to  Carter's  case,  I  heg  to  correct  myself;  the 

scale  was  applied  to  the  boy,  and  we  took  the  woman's  acknowledgment  as  to 
her  own  earnings,  which  was  I  s.  a  week. 

12170.  The  number  of  persons  of  the  family  here  is  stated  to  be  five? — (Mr. 
Marshall.)  Four  is  the  number. 

12171.  Has  he  only  two  children? — That  is  all. 

12172.  Jacob  Bonner  is  the  next  name.  What  do  you  state  with  regard  to 
him? — Forty  weeks  at  the  railroad,  28/.  lO*.,  and  six  weeks  at  Mr.  Olney's. 
31.  3s.  ;  total  31Z.  \3s. ;  the  earnings  of  the  family,  9/.  2s.  ;  his  total  income, 
40/.   15s. ;  outlay  8/.  2  s. ;  that  leaves  a  net  income  of  32/.  13s. 

12173.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  35/. ^6s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? 
—Forty  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

12174.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  27/.  Os.  5d.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Thirty-two  pounds  thirteen  shillings  ;  and  the  number  of  his  family  eight. 

12175.  (['o  Mr.  Pcaisc.)  With  regard  to  Jacob  15onner,  upon  what  grounds 
was  the  statement  made  with  respect  to  his  earnings  and  those  of  his  family? — 
Jacob  Bonner  gave  me  a  statement  himself  with  respect  to  his  own  earnings,  and 
that  was  confirmed  by  his  employers,  in  part,  and  1  rather  think  I  took  the  state- 
ment. I  am  not  confident  whether  I  applied  the  scale  in  this  case,  of  whether  1 
took  the  statement  of  the  mother,  I  cannot  say  positively ;  1  rather  think  I  took 
the  statement  from  the  mother,  because  the  children  were  brought  uj)  to  lace- 
making,  and  within  the  last  two  years  were  put  to  plaiting. (xVIr.  Marshall.) 

It  was  the  statement  of  the  woman  herself.  I  find  that  from  having  been  pre- 
sent ;  it  was  one  of  those  in  which  I  accompanied  Mr.  Pearse  ;  and  T  remember 
having  gone  there  and  the  woman  having  made  the  statement,  and  I  see  the 
amount  is  as  she  stated. 

1  21 76.  Mr.  Fielden.]  You  had  this  information  from  Bonner  himself,  from  his 
employer  and  from  Bonner's  wife? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  Yes. 

12177.  Chairman.]  The  next  case  is  Joseph  Chew? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  As 
regards  Joseph  Chew,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  get  at  his  earnings,  and 
therefore  I  put  it  down,  as  Mr.  Turner  put  it  down,  by  way  of  comparison. 

12178.  (To  Mr.  Turner.)  Have  you  any  memorandum  with  reference  to 
Joseph  Chew?  — I  find  that  he  is  25  years  of  age,  and  that  he  was  out  of  work 
for  lour  months  during  the  last  year  ;  from  the  statement  he  makes  to  me  he 
was  working  at  8  s.  a  w^eek. 

12179.  You  state  him  to  have  been  28  weeks  at  work,  at   10s.  a  week,  and 

that  gives  14/.  ? — That  is  when  he  was  on  the  railroad;  that  is  correct. (Mr. 

Marshall.)  Then  assuming  that  to  be  correct,  we  find  the  earnings  of  his  wife  to 
be  71.   IGs. 

12180.  What  do  you  find  to  be  his  earnings  at  hay-time  and  harv'^est? — 

I  cannot  state  them. (Mr.  Pearse.)     He  is  a  man  of  weak  mind,  and  gives  a 

poor  account  of  himself. (Mr.  Marshall )     He  is  the  son  of  a  carpenter  and 

wheelright,  and  works  often  with  his  father,  and  he  is  also  a  plaiter,  therefore  if 
he  is  unoccupied  at  agriculture,  the  probability  is  that  he  is  employed  in  other 
things.     1  found  it  impossible  to  get  at  his  earnings. 

12181.  ^^'hat  do  you  make  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  children  ? — Seven 
pounds  sixteen  shillings,  by  her  own  statement,  3s.  a  week. 

12182.  What  do  you  make  his  total  income? — Twenty-one  pounds  sixteen 
shillings. 

12183.  What  do  you  make  his  outgoings? — Five  pounds  twelve  shillings. 

12184.  What  do  you  make  his  net  income? — Sixteen  pounds  four  shillings. 
1218.5.  What  is  the  number  of  his  family  ? — Two  ;  he  has  no  child. 

12186.  Mr.  Turner  states  that  he  has  a  child? — He  had  a  child,  almost  still- 
born, and  it  might  have  happened  that  it  was  alive  at  the  time  Mr.  Turner  was 
there. 

12187.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  10/.  4s.  ;  what  do  you  make 
it  ? — Twenty-one  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

121  88.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  12/.  6s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Six- 
teen pounds  four  shillings. 

12180.  In  this  case,  are  the  earnings  of  the  wife  taken  from  the  wife's  state- 
ment or  the  >cale  ? — Froiu  the  wife's  statement. 

12190.  The 
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laiQf).  The  next  name  is  Samuel  Bonner? — This  man's  earnings  could  not  be  George  Pcarsc, 

traced  bejond  IS  Aveeks  in  the  year  1837.  ^*'i- 

12191.  He  is  here  stated  to  be  employed  for  52  weeks,  at  1  s.  per  week  ? — (Mr.  "TI 
Peame.)  This  man  refused  to  attend  me  to  t?ive  me  any  information  ;   he  was  ^°     ^^  '  ^^' 
passing  the  window,  and  I  sent  out  to  him  to  beg  that  he  would  come  in,  and  he 

refused. {Mr.  Marshall.)    But  in  18  weeks  of  jobbing,  we  found  he  earned 

12/.  18s.  Qd. 

12192.  Have  you  any  account  of  the  harvest? — (Mr.  Pearsc.)  I  rather  think 
he  was  turnip-hoeing  during  harvest. 

12193.  What  is  his  family  ? — He  has  no  family. 

12194.  (To  Mr.  Turner.)  Can  you   e.xplain  that? — There  is  a  daughter  and 

grandfather  livino-  in  the  house (Mr.  Murahall.)     The  daughter  is  supported 

by  the  Woburn  Union,  and  he  is  not  resjjonsible  for  her  ;  she  lives  with  him,  and 
he  pays  tlie  rent,  it  seems,  but  the  Woburn  Union  sujjports  her. 

1219,5.  Does  the  man  receive  any  allowance  from  the  Arapthill  Union  ? — No, 
he  docs  not. 

12190.  What  do  you  make  his  total  income? — Twelve  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence. 

12197.  He  being  chargeable  only  for  his  own  maintenance  ? — Yes. 

12198.  What  are  his  outgoings  ? — Two  pounds  twelve  shiUings,  for  rent  j  the 
reason  I  have  not  put  down  any  thing  for  fuel  is,  that  he  has  the  privilege  of 
cutting  turf  for  fuel,  and  he  sells  the  ashes  after  consuming  the  turf,  and  it  is 
rather  a  profit  than  otherwise. 

12199.  What  is  his  net  income? — Ten  pounds  six  shillings  and  sixpence. 

(Mr.   Pcarse.)     It  is  to  be  understood  that    his  earnings  are  much  more  con- 
siderable, but  I  could  not  trace  them. 

12200.  Why  do  you  understand  that? — Because  I  know  that  he  was  emploved 
at  stone-picking,  but  I  could  not  trace  him  ;  I  could  not  u:ct  at  his  earnin2;s,  and 
not  being  able  satisfactorily  to  obtain  a  statement,  I  would  not  put  it  down. 

12201.  Mv.  Fielden.]  Does  he  receive  relief  from  the  Woburn  Union? — He 
does  not  belong  to  the  Woburn  Union ;  this  man  is  in  full  work  at  tliis  present 
time. 

12202.  The  allowance  from  the  parish  is  not  to  this  man,  but  to  his  daughter? 
—It  is. 

12203.  Chairman.']  Thomas  Bunker;  what  do  you  state  with  regard  to  him  ; 
he  is  stated  to  be  employed  for  2G  weeks  at  Gs.  a  week  ? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  It  is 
difficult  to  get  at  his  earnings  ;  but  we  have  put  them  down  at  4a-.  a  week, 
52  weeks,  making  his  earnings  for  the  year  10/.  8s. 

12204.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  Upon  what  ground  do  you  put  his  earnings  at  4. v. 
a  week  ? — This  man  has  employment,  when  he  likes  to  go  to  it,  at  Mr.  White- 
hurst's,  at  Is.  a  day,  and  he  gets  his  food;  he  is  occasionally,  and  very  fre- 
quently, employed  by  a  person  in  the  village  upon  the  same  terms,  and  he  is  also 
the  village  shaver  ;  and  he  has  some  little  advantage  weekly  in  going  to  the  house 
of  an  old  master,  who  gives  him  some  trifle  on  the  Saturday  for  shoe-cleaning 
and  knife-cleaning,  and  that  kind  of  thing. 

1  220.5.  Is  there  any  (juestion  about  the  addition  for  harvest,  or  any  other  item  ? 
— (Mr.  Marshall.)   He  lives  with  his  son,  and  therefore  has  no  rent  to  pay. 

1220G.  His  total  income  is  stated  by  Mr.  Turner  to  be  71.  IGs.,  vou  make  it 
tobe  10/.  8.S.  ?— Yes. 

12207.  Peter  Bonner  is  stated  here  to  be  employed  13  weeks  in  1837  at  IO5. 
a  week,  what  do  you  state  his  earnings  to  be? — The  man  states  his  own  earnings 
to  be  14/.  17s.  3f/.  during  the  year. 

i22oS.  Mr.  Ficlden.]  Does  he  state  the  number  of  weeks  during  which  he  was 
employed? — He  does  not  ;  he  has  been  at  the  railroad,  and  has  been  on  jobs,  and 
he  does  not  seem  to  have  any  recollection  of  the  thing. 

1220().  Cluiirmati.  (To  Mr.  Pear.'ie.)]  Did  you  see  him? — I  did,  and  I  found 
it  most  difficult  to  trace  him  ;  if  I  had  not  had  returns  from  persons  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  employing  Westoning  people,  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  make 
any  thing  out  from  his  own  statement  ;  1  found  that  he  was  in  the  emplovment 
of  six  or  seven  different  masters  in  the  course  of  the  year,  besides  being  emploved 
on  the  railroad. 

1 2210.  But  is  that  statement  of  the  amount  of  his  earnings  taken  from  his  own 
statement  to  you  ? — His  own  statement  to  me  partly,  and  from  returns  made  to 
me  by  his  employers. 

439-  B  -<-  12211.  You 
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Geiiif^c  Pearse,  12211.  You  made  it  amount  to  14/.  \7s.  3d.  ? — Yes, he  was  many  weeks  out 

Esq.  of  employment,  he  says. 

1J21J.  Was  he  employed  in  harvest,  besides? — No;  this  man  met  with  an 

30  May  1S38.  accident,  by  which  he  broke  three  or  four  of  his  ribs  at  the  railroad,  which 
incajiacitated  him  for  work  ;  he  received  relief  at  the  time ;  I  do  not  know  the 
amount. (Mr.  J\/(iyi>hall.)     Two  pounds  he  received  in  parisli  relief. 

12213.  Mr.  Turner  has  stated  the  amount  of  relief,  in  this  table,  to  be 
1  /.  11  s.  C)d.  ;  did  he  receive  21.  ?— He  did. 

12214.  Wliat  are  tlie  earnings  of  his  wife  and  children  ? — Fifteen  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  tenpence. 

1221. 5.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  How  did  you  obtain  that  information? — From  the 
scale. 

12216.  What  do  you  make  the  total  income  ? — (Mr.  Jllarshall.)  Thirty-two 
pounds  seven  shillings  and  one  penny. 

12217.  What  ai'e  the  outgoings? — Six  pounds  eighteen  shillings. 

1 221 8.  What  do  you  make  the  net  income  ? — I  have  not  drawn  any  calculation 
upon  it,  because  we  could  find  no  account  of  the  remainder  of  the  man"s  time. 

i22iy.  You  make  his  total  income  32/.  J*.  Id.': — Yes,  according  to  his  own 
account ;  but  that  gives  an  account  of  so  small  a  portion  of  his  time,  and  knowing 
it  is  not  correct,  I  do  not  adopt  it. 

12220.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be   18/.   9a-.   Gd.;    you  make  it 

32/.  7s.  1  d.  ? — Yes. (Mr.  Pearse.)     At  the  moment  of  closing  the  statement  of 

this  man,  I  accidentally  discovered  that  he  had  been  employed  by  the  surveyor; 
I  mention  that  to  show  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  an  exact  account. 

12221.  Did  the  surveyor  state  how  long  he  had  employed  him  .'' — Yes. 

12222.  And  tliat  is  included  in  your  statement? — Yes. 

12223.  The  next  is  William  Bonner^ — (Mr.  Marshall.)  He  has  a  cottage- 
right,  keeps  cows  and  pigs. 

12224.  How  many  of  them? — Two  cows,  and  sometimes  one  and  sometimes 
two  pigs,  and  sometimes  perhaps  more ;  his  wife  is  employed  in  the  daiiy,  and 
when  not  occupied  at  home,  he  has  task-work  to  go  to. 

1222.'5.  He  is  stated  to  be  employed  37  weeks,  at  9s.  a  week  ;  have  you  any 
statement  to  make  u])on  that  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  He  will  give  no  information. 

1 2226.  Did  you  ask  him  ? — I  asked  him  distinctly,  and  he  refused  to  give  me 
any  information  ;  his  wife  the  same. 

12227.  ^^hat  do  you  say  with  regard  to  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family? 
— (Mr.  j\Iarshall.)  I  cannot  say  any  thing ;  the  man  is  a  small  farmer  ;  he  says 
he  wants  nothing  from  the  parish  ;  he  is  under  no  compliment  to  them,  and  will 

give  no  information  to  them  ;  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  earnings. 

(Mr.  Pearse.)     This  was  one  of  the  cases  which  I  spoke  of,  in  which  I  had  a 
difficulty  in  getting  information. 

12228.  He  is  stated  to  be  a  thresher,  and  to  get  9s.  a  week  at  his  occupation 
of  threshing  ? — Very  likely ;  I  find  that  he  was  employed  occasionally  by  a  person 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  his  work  was  as  a  thresher. 

12229.  ^^^^  that  person  tell  you  what  he  ])aid  him  during  the  weeks  he 
employed  him  ? — He  gave  me  no  accurate  information  ;  he  could  not  call  to  mind. 

(Air.  Marshall.)     Bonner  said  in  my  presence,  that  he  had  task -work  to  go  to 

when  he  wanted  it  and  had  time. 

12230.  John  King,  what  do  you  make  as  to  his  employment  and  wages? — 
Thirty-three  weeks  and  a  half,  at  10s. ;  16/.  15  s. 

12231.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  Upon  what  is  that  statement  founded? — The  man's 
own  statement,  confirmed  by  the  statement  of  his  employer ;  as  to  the  larger 
portion  of  the  time,  besides  harvest  and  hay-time,  of  the  persons  employed  at 
Tingrith,  I  must  trust  to  themselves. 

12232.  Have  you  any  statement  with  reference  to  his  earnings  at  harvest? — 
(Mr.  JIar.shall.)  Four  pounds  three  shillings  and  eightpence. 

12233.  What  are  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family? — Eight  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  tenpence. 

12234.  What  do  you  make  the  total  income? — Twenty-nine  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  sixpence. 

1223.5.  AVhat  do  you  make  the  outgoings  ? — Six  pounds  ten  shillings. 
12236.  What   do  you  make  the  net  mcome? — Twenty-two  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  sixpence. 

12237.  The 
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12237.  The  total  income  in  this  table  appears  to  be  23/.  17*.  ;  30U  make  it      George  Pearse 
how  much  ? — Twenty-nine  pounds  live  shillings  and  sixpence.  *^- 

12238.  The  net  income  appears  to  be  17/.  4*.;  what  do  you  make  it? —        

Twenty-two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence.  30  May  1838 

12239.  What  is  the  number  of  his  family? — Three. 

1 2240.  William  Luwens  ? — This  man  reluses  to  give  any  information  respecting 
his  income  ;  his  wife  keeps  a  day  school  of  25  scholars  ;  she  is  also  mistress  of  a 
Sunday  school,  for  which  she  receives  Ia.  (it?,  weekly  ;  but  the  man  wiU  not  give 
any  account  of  himself  at  all. 

3  2241 .  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  lie  is  stated  here  to  be  employed  at  jobbing,  1.3  weeks 
at  8s.  a  week,  and  that  his  earnings  from  that  labour  were  51.  4s. ;  have  vou 
any  statement  to  make  of  his  earnings  ? — I  saw  him  the  other  day,  and  he  said 
he  was  very  rheumatic  and  could  not  do  the  ordinary  work  of  a  labourer,  and 
seldom  went  to  work  ;  I  suppose  that  he  is  supported  by  the  assistance  he  may 
afford  his  wile  in  the  school,  or  preserving  discipline  among  the  scholars. 

12242.  (To  Mr.  MarshaU.)  What  do  you  make  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and 
children  ?—  I  have  not  put  them  down. 

1 2243.  Why  not  ?— Because  we  do  not  know  what  she  gets  for  the  25  scholars, 
and  what  the  number  averages ;  she  has  about  25  scholars,  but  that  fluctuates. 
—  (Mr.  Pearse.)     There  is  no  information  to  be  got  in  the  case. 

12244.  Have  you  given  any  estimate  of  his  total  income? — No. 

12245.  Jobn  Short  is  stated  to  be  in  constant  employment  at  10s.  a  week,  and 
that  his  earnings  therefore  amounted  to  2G/. ;  what  do  you  make  them? — (Mr. 
Marshall.)  His  total  income  is  25/.  Gs.  \Ocl. 

12246.  Has  he  any  wife  or  family?— None ;  he  was  married  three  weeks 
before  Christmas,  and  therefore  he  may  be  called  a  single  man  during  1837 ;  he 
was  married  on  the  4tli  of  December  last. 

1 2247.  What  do  you  make  his  total  income  ? — Twenty-five  pounds  six  shilhngs 
and  tenpence. 

1 2248.  And  his  net  incdme  ?—  Twenty-four  pounds  fourteen  shilhngs  and  ten- 
pence,  after  pajing  12  s.  for  a  club. 

12249.  ^^  1^'it  do  you  make  for  his  outgoings? — Twelve  shillinss. 

12250.  Does  he  pay  no  rent?— No,  he  lives  with  his  father, \^aving  his  net 
income  24 Z.  14s.  Gd.;  the  man  states  that  he  never  communicated  with  either 

Mr.  Turner  or  Mr.  Crabtree,  so  that,  i)erhaps,  they  have  been  misinformed  : 

(Mr.  Pearse.)     This  is  the  man's  own  statement  to  me. 

12251.  William  Odell  is  stated  to  be  employed  39  weeks  at  8s.  a  week;  what 
do  you  state  with  regard  to  him:— (Mr.  Marshall.)  The  man  states  his  earnings 
to  be  12/.  IGs.,  but  cannot  give  any  account  as  to  the  number  of  weeks  he  was 
employed ;  that  his  earnings  during  hay-time  and  harvest  were  5 .'.  15s.;  the 
earnings  of  his  wife  and  family,  by  the  scale,  are  22/.  12s.  \0d. 

12252.  (To  Mr.  Pmrse.)  With  reference  to  this  man,  upon  what  ground  do 
you  make  the  statement  with  respect  to  his  own  earnings  ? — Upon  the  man's 
own  information. 

1  2253.  With  respect  to  harvest,  upon  what  ground  do  you  make  the  statement  ? 
—From  a  return  made  to  me  by  his  employer,  and  his  own  statement. 

12254.  ^Vith  regard  to  the  earnings  of  his  wile  and  family  ?— The  scale  was 
applied  because  I  did  not  repeat  my  visit  after  the  first  visit,' which  was  under- 
stood to  relate  to  the  earnings  ol  the  family. 

12255.  Did  you  make  a  former  visit  to  that  family? — I  did. 
1  225(i.  Did  you  ascertain  what  the  earnings  were  .' — Yes. 

12257.  ^^  li»t  were  the  earnings,  according  to  the  statement  given  to  you  ?— 
I  have  given  the  statement,  which  was  what  the  woman  made  to  me. 

12258.  In  a  former  answer,  i\o.  9871,  you  stated  this,  that  you  "  received,  bv 
word  of  mouth  from  Mrs.  Odell,  she  acknowledges  that  herself  and  her  daughter 
eai-n  3s.  9(/.  together.  They  assist  eaeh  other  in  household  work,  and  plait  together, 
and  sell  their  plait  together.  ]\iary,  the  second  daughter,  aged  14,  receives  for  her 
plait, 3s.  10  id.;  Lucy,  11,  her  plait  produces  3  s.  9(/.'";  Sally,  aged  eight,  clears  3  rf.: 
this  one  child,  I  have  noted,  goes  to  school,  and  the  straw  and  the  schooling  ai'e 
deducted,  and  it  leaves  od.  There  are  three  younger  children  from  w  horn  there  are 
no  earnings;"  you  were  asked  whether  those  earnings  were  clear  earnings,  and  you 
say  that  they  are;  you  were  then  asked  what  the'total  was,  and  you  answered, 
"  Taking  the  man's  earnings  at  8s.  and  adding  the  earnings  of  the"  tamily,  gives 
the  total  19s.  7  id.;"  what  do  you  now  make  the  total  income  of  this  man  and  his 

A:->9-  jj  2  -i-  family  ?— 
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George  Pearse,      family  r — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-two  pounds  two  shillings  and  fourpence  ;  that 
Esq.  includes    18a-.    GcL,   the  value  of   his   garden  produce,   for  which   there   is  no 

column. (Mr.  Pearse.)     When  the  parties  themselves  have  stated  the  produce, 

30  May  1838.  J  j^^^.g  yji]ued  that  produce,  deducting  tlie  rent  where  I  could  arrive  at  the  rent, 
but  in  some  instances  where  it  was  hut  small,  I  have  not  noticed  it  at  all.  I  wish 
to  dve  an  explanation  with  reference  to  this  case  :  when  Mr.  Fielden,  upon  the 
former  occasion,  examined  me  resjiecting  it,  I  had  not  then  seen  the  printed 
evidence,  and  I  had  no  means  of  referring  to  some  information  which  I  had 
obtained  with  respect  to  the  earnings  of  the  family  ;  the  memorandum  1  had  was 
left  here,  and  I  stated  that  the  earnings  I  had  given  in  were  the  average  earnings 
of  the  year ;  I  stated  it  as  my  impression,  that  they  were  so  returned  ;  I  find, 
upon  reference,  that  I  gave  that  statement  as  applying  only  to  the  present 
moment,  and  that  they  WTre  not  retrospective,  and  you  will  find  that  my  evidence 
was  so  given  ;  but  1  had  no  means  of  refreshing  my  memory  last  time  I  was 
examined  upon  that  point. 

12259.  With  respect  to  the  earnings  of  the  family,  if  you  had  given  in  the 
amount  of  their  earnings  as  the  woman  has  described  them  to  yourself,  do  you 
believe  that  the  total  income  would  be  raised  beyond  the  sum  you  have  given  in  ? 
— I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

12260.  Therefore,  by  applying  the  scale,  instead  of  taking  the  account  the 
woman  gave  you,  makes  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  income? — Consi- 
derably. 

122(17.  What  do  you  make  the  total  income  of  William  Odell  ? — Forty-two 
pounds  two  shillings  and  fourpence,  and  his  outgoings  8/.  24-.  Hd. ;  his  rent  was 
3/.,  his  fuel,  31.  \8s.,  his  benefit  club,  12s.,  and  a  medical  club,  12s.  8d. 

12262.  Mr.  Hodges.]  With  regard  to  the  18s.  6d.  for  the  garden,  did  that 
arise  from  the  produce  that  the  man  sold,  or  from  the  estimated  value  of  what 
the  man  raised  i — (Mr.  Pearse.)  Tiie  estimated  value  ;  the  man  acknowledges  that 
he  had  30  bushels  of  potatoes ;  his  rent  was  4s.  ;  then  estimating  the  potatoes  at 
Of/,  a  bushel,  and  deducting  the  4s.  for  rent,  would  leave  the  sum  stated. 

12263.  Was  that  garden  of  a  size  that  made  it  j)robable  that  he  was  employed 
upon  it  at  anv  other  than  extra  hours  1 — He  was  out  of  work  during  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  year,  and  it  is  possible  that  he  was  employed  at  that  time  upon  his 
garden. 

12264.  At  the  time  he  w'as  out  of  work,  was  he  receiving  any  assistance  from 
the  parish  or  union  ? — I  believe  not,  I  have  no  return  of  any. 

122().5.  Chairman.']  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  27/.  12s.  ;  what  do 
you  make  it  ? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-two  pounds  two  shillings  and  fourpence. 

'.2266.  The  outgoings  were  stated  to  be  GZ.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — 
Eight  pounds  two  shillings  and  eightpence. 

1 2267.  The  net  income  here  is  stated  to  be  20/.  14s.  ;  w'hat  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Thirtv-three  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  eightpence. 

12268.  What  is  the  number  of  the  family  ^ — Seven. 

12269.  William  Phillips  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  He  refused  to  attend. 

12270.  Did  you  endeavour  to  obtain  from  him  the  amount  of  his  employment 
and  his  wages  ? — I  sent  to  him  to  come  to  me,  and  he  declined. 

12271.  Have  you  any  means,  from  reference  to  his  employer  or  in  any  other 
wav,  of  ascertaining  what  his  earnings  are? — I  have,  witli  reference  to  a  portion 
of  the  year,  but  there  is  a  very  large  portion  that  I  cannot  get  supplied  in  any 
wav,  therefore  I  omitted  liim  altogether  ;  I  have  an  account  of  earnings  to  the 
amount  of  14/.  17s.,  obtained  from  the  employer. 

12272.  But  not  being  able  to  obtain  full  information  you  have  made  no  state- 
ment '? — No. 

1  2273.  -^iitl  yo^^  make  no  statement  as  to  his  total  income  or  net  income  ? — 
No,  none. 

12274.  John  Knight  is  stated  to  be  employed  16  weeks  at  7s.  a  week? — (Mr. 
yiarshaV.)  This  man  will  not  attend  ;  when  unemployed  in  agriculture,  he  travels 
with  a  basket,  his  wife  is  a  charwoman  much  in  request;  his  married  daughter 
occupies  part  of  his  house,  and  his  two  sons  are  at  service. 

1227,5.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  Did  you  see  this  man? — I  did. 

12276.  AVere  you  able  to  obtain  any  information  as  to  his  earnings  or  his 
wages  ? — I  tried  to  do  so  to  make  out  his  time  and  the  amount  of  his  earnings, 
but  it  was  so  unsatisfactory  that  I  gave  it  up  as  hopeless  ;  I  had  no  accurate 
information  to  go  upon,  and  therefore  I  did  not  put  it  down. 

1  2277,  Was 
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12277.  Was  it  that  he  declined  to  giv'e  sufficient  information? — Yes,  he  gave      George  Pcarse, 
information  in  such  a  way  that  1  thought  I   could  not  depend  upon  it ;  I    had  Esq- 

information  in    other  quarters   than    from    him,  hut    still  1  would    not  depend        

entirely  upon  that.  3o  May  1838. 

12278.  Then  you  have  made  no  statement  with  regard  to  this  man? — No, 
except  what  has  heen  read. 

12279.  James  Walton  is  the  next ;  he  is  stated  to  be  employed  the  whole  of 
the  year  at  8.?.  a  week,  did  you  see  James  Walton  ? — I  did. 

122SU.  Will  you  read  the  statement  vou  have? — {yir.Marnhall.)  His  earnings 
17/.  14  s. 

122S1.  How  long  was  he  employed? — It  is  not  stated  how  long  he  was 
employed;  he  earned  ;>/.  05.  during  harvest. 

12282.  What  are  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family? — Seven  pounds  three  ' 

shillings. 

122S3.  The  total  income  is  stated  to  be  25/.  8s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Thirty  pounds  two  shillings. 

12284.  His  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  G/.  \0s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — The 
same. 

1228.5.  His  net  income  is  stated  to  be  18/.  3*.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Twenty-three  pounds  twelve  shillings. 

1 2286.  The  number  of  his  family  is  stated  to  be  three  ? — That  is  correct. 

(Mr.  Pearse.)     The  scale  was  applied  to  the  wife's  earnings  ;  the  statement  was 
derived  from  himself  with  respect  to  his  own. 

12287.  William  Chance  is  the  next  ?^ — (Mr.  Marshall.)  William  Chance  v>-as 
employed  46  weeks,  at  9*.  ;  20/.  14. v. 

12288.  How  much  for  the  harvest? — Five  pounds  seven  shillings  and  sixpence. 
122S9.  The  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family  ? — Three  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

12290.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  In  this  case  how  did  you  arrive  at  the  information 
with  regard  to  this  man  and  his  wife  and  family  ? — I  believe  the  woman's  earnings 
are  taken  from  her  own  statement,  and  the  man's  from  his  employer's.  I  think 
this  is  one  of  the  men  that  refused  to  attend  me,  but  I  had  a  return  from  the 
employer. 

12291.  Had  you  a  return  with  regard  to  his  earnings  in  harvest,  or  how  do 
you  make  that  statement  ? — From  his  employer. 

1  2202.  With  regard  to  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family,  had  you  that  from 

her? — From  herself. (Mr.  Mars/iall.)     The  gleanings  7A'.,that  is  also  from 

herself. 

1 2293.  The  total  income  is  stated  here  to  be  25/.  18  s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
— Thirty  pounds  twelve  shillings,  but  that  includes  8  s.  G  d.  for  the  produce  of  his 
garden. 

1221)4.  The  outsjoings  are  stated  to  be  6/.  \8s. ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — 
Two  pounds  twelve  shiUings. 

12295.  How  do  you  make  it  so  small? — Two  pounds  for  fuel,  and  12*.  to  the 
club  ;  rent  they  pay  none. 

1229().  How  happens  it  to  be  so  small? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  He  lives  with  his 
father,  who  is  a  pauper. 

12297.  Does  not  he  pay  any  thing  for  lodgings  ? — He  supplies  the  fuel. 

122()S.  Did  you  understand  from  the  wife  that  he  paid  no  rent  ? — Distinctly, 
no  rent. 

12299.  The  net  income  is  stated  here  to  be  19/.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Twenty-eight  pounds. 

12300.  The  number  of  the  family  is  stated  to  be  four  ? — That  is  correct. 

12301.  Joseph  Phillips  is  the  next? — Joseph  Phillips  is  another  that  refuses 
to  give  information. — ■ — (Mr.  Peaise.)  Joseph  Phillips  was  sent  to,  and  refused 
to  attend. 

12302.  Have  you,  therefore,  no   statement  with  reference  to  the  earnings  of 

himself,  or  his  wife,   or   his   family? — I    have   no  statement  to  offer. (Mr. 

Marshall.)     The  man  kept  two  pigs,  which  are  not  stated  there. 

12303.  William  Marlow  is  the  next  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  I  am  in  the  same  situa- 
tion with  respect  to  him  ;  he  refused  to  attend. 

12304.  Have  you  any  memorandum  with  reference  to  jNIarlow  ? — The  man 
refused  to  give  any  information  with  reference  to  himself  and  his  family. — - — Mr. 
Pearse.)  In  the  returns  of  bis  employer  I  can  only  trace  half  his  time,  and  the 
party  refusing  to  attend,  1  have  not  put  down  any  thing. 

439.  B  3  -*-  "  1230.5.  Tlie 
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George  Peurse,  12305.  The  next  is  Robert  OAtWr—i^Iir.  Marshall.)    Fit'ty-two   weeks  em- 

"E^q-       '  ploved,''J2/.  I9.v.  G  rf. 

12306.  At  what  wages  ? — \anous,  railroad  and  jobbmg. 

30  May  1838.  12307.  Is  there  anything  about  harvest? — No,  the  earnings  of  his  family 

are  5  /.  4  s. 

12308.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  21 /.  19*.;  what  do  you  make 
it  ? Twenty-eight  pounds  three  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12300.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  0/.  10s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Six 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12310.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  15/.  9s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — I 
makeit'il/.  Us.  2rf. 

1 23 1 1 .  The  number  of  his  family  is  stated  to  be  three  ? — That  is  correct. 

12312.  (To  Mr.  Pert/'se.)  Wliat  are  the  sources  from  Avhich  you  derive  j-our 
information  as  to  this  man  1 — The  man's  own  statement. 

1 0313.  AVith  reference  to  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family  ? — The  scale  was 
applied  ;  he  said  that  in  the  course  of  last  year  he  paid  a  visit  to  his  brother  ;  of 
course  there  were  no  earnings  during  that  time;  earnings  might  have  been  greater 
but  for  that  circumstance  ;  he  was  absent  three  or  four  weeks. 

12314.  The  next  is  William  Aldridge,  what  have  you  got  with  regard  to  him  '■ 

(Mr.  Ma rtfh a II.)  Forty-one  weeks  at   10s.,  20/.  10s.,  and  four  weeks  at  7s.. 

1/.  8s. ;  that  was  from  the  club.     The  earnings  of  the  labourer  during  hay-time 
and  harvest,  4/.  5s. ;  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family,  1/.  Gs. 

12315.  His  total  income  is  here  stated  to  be  28  /.  10  s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
— Twenty-seven  jiounds  nine  shillings. 

1231G.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  G/.  10s.? — Two  pounds  and  four- 
pence. 

12317.  How  happens  it  that  you  make  the  outgoings  so  small? — He  did  not 
marry  till  Michaelmas  last,  and  he  has  only  a  quarter  of  a  year  to  pay  rent  for, 
which  is  7s.  Gd.  a  quarter  of  a  year  ;  fuel,  which  is  19  s.  6c/. ;  in  his  club  he  paid 

13s.  4  d. 

12318.  How  happened  it  that  he  did  not  pay  the  rent  of  the  remaining  three 
quarters  of  a  year  ? — He  was  living  with  his  father. 

12319.  Did  he  make  no  allowance  to  his  father  for  lodging?— He  did  not. 

12320.  Here  the  net  income  is  stated  to  be  22/.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Twenty-five  pounds  eight  shillings  and  eightpence. 

1 2321 .  The  number  of  his  family  is  stated  to  be  three  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
— I  make  it  one  and  a  half;  he  married  a  woman  with  a  child  at  Michaelmas, 
and  that  for  a  quarter  of  a  year  would  be  the  same  as  half  a  one  for  the  whole 
year ;  there  is  no  way  of  calculating  it  but  that. 

12322.  (To  Mr.  Fearse.)  Did  you  see  this  man?— I  saw  the  man,  and  it  was 
his  own  statement  to  me  with  regard  to  his  own  earnings ;  the  woman  gave  infor- 
mation as  to  her  earnings. (Mr.  Marshall.)     It  was  26  s.  for  the  quarter  of 

the  year. 

12323.  The  next  is  Benjamin  Cox  ? —Forty-four  weeks  at  9  s.,  19/.  16s. 

12324.  Harvest,  how  much?— Five  pounds  nineteen  shillings. 

1232.5.  How  much  for  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family? — Fifteen  pounds 
nine  shillings  and  tenpence  ;  the  gleanings,  3s.  6d.,  and  the  produce  of  garden, 

1/.  7s.  Gd. 

1 2326.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  33/.  4s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
i        —Forty-two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  tenpence.  -. 

12327.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  61.  18s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Six 
pounds  eighteen  shillings. 

12328/The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  261.  Gs.;  what  do  you  make  it?  — 
Thirtv-five  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  tenpence. 

12329.  The  number  of  the  family  is  stated  to  be  nine  ;  what  do  you  make  it? 
—Eight. 

12330.  From  whom  did  you  derive  the  information  in  this  case  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.) 
The  information  was  derived  from  the  man  himself  as  to  his  own  earnings,  and  the 

scale  apphed  as  to  the  earnings  of  the  family. (Mr.  Marshall.)     There  are  six 

children  and  the  man  and  wile. (Mr.  Pearse.)     All  that  the  gui  would  admit 

■was  that  she  paid  Gs.  for  her  board  and  lodging,  and  she  declined  to  state  her 
earnings.  There  seems  to  be  a  large  amount  for  garden  produce  here  ;  but  this 
man  rents  two  large  plots  of  gi-ound,  for  which  he  pays   13s.  and  12s.,  and  he 

says 
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says  that  the  produce,  70  bushels  of  potatoes,  valuing  them  at  9d.,  would  leave      George  Pearse, 
the  statement  as  shown.  ^' 

123,31.  Now  we  come  to  Thomas  Odell  ? — {Mr.  Marshall.)    Forty-one  weeks  .j       ,„ 

at  10s.,  201.  10«.  ;  and  three  weeks  at  9s.,  II.  7s. ;  his  earnings  during  hay-time 
and  harvest,  5/.  13.?.,  and  garden  produce,  8«.  9d. 

12332.  Any  thing  for  his  wife  and  family? — No ;  the  children  are  too  young  ; 
the  woman  said  she  did  not  earn  any  thing. 

12333.  The  total  income  is  stated  here  to  be  28/.  10*. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
— Twenty-seven  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  ninepence. 

12334.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  6/.  18*. ;  what  do  you  make  them? — 
Seven  pounds  two  shillings. 

12335.  The  net  income  21/.  12?.;  what  do  you  make  if? — Twenty  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  ninepence. 

12336.  In  this  case,  was  the  information  derived  from  the  man  himself? — 
(Mr.  Pearse.)  I  saw  the  man  himself. 

12337.  How  happens  it  that  there  are  no  earnings  for  the  wife  and  children? 
— The  children  are  too  young  ;  there  are  four  under  the  age  of  eight. 

12338.  And  the  woman  is  occupied  with  them? — Yes;  I  should  not  have  put 
any  thing  down  for  the  wife  under  such  circumstances ;  the  oldest  child  is 
seven. 

12339.  Mr.  Fielden.']  You  had  it  from  the  man  himself? — The  man's  own 
information  to  me. 

12340.  Chainitan.]  John  Odell  is  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  This  man  belongs 
to  Woburn  Union,  from  which  he  has  received  an  allowance  of  Gv.  a  week,  being 
subject  to  tUsease  of  the  liver,  and  unequal  to  ordinary  labour ;  very  little  is 
known  of  this  man's  engagements,  but  he  has  considerable  business  as  a  mole- 
catcher  ;  his  profits  as  a  rat-catcher  may  be  imagined  from  the  circumstance  of 
his  keeping  six  dogs,  besides  ferrets ;  his  habits  are  said  to  be  drunken  and 
irrcgidar ;   he  has  a  man  lodger  who  pays  him  20s.   a  year ;    that  is  all  the 

information  we  could  get  of  him. (Mr.  Pearse.')     We  made  no  estimate  of 

his  earnings,  being  quite  casual. 

12341.  Had  he  a  wife  and  children? — He  has  a  wife  and  children;  I  called 
two  or  three  times  at  his  house,  and  could  not  see  him. 

1 2342.  Do  you  make  any  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  the  wife  and  children  ? — 
No,  there  is  nothing  put  down. 

1 2343.  \A'hat  is  the  number  of  his  family  .' — I  have  no  particulars  of  that  kind, 
nothing  with  respect  to  that  man. 

12344.  The  total  income  of  that  man  is  stated  here  to  be  22/.  14s.  Od. ;  do 
you  put  down  any  thing  ? — Mr.  Marshall.)  I  do  not  put  down  any  thing  ;  it  is 
impossible  to  get  at  his  income. 

1234.5.  The  next  is  James  Nield? — Thirty-seven  weeks  in  work  at   10s.   a  * 

week,  18/.  10s.;  har^TSt,  61.  Is.  9d. 

1 2346.  A  wife  and  family  ? — None. 

1  2347.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  17/.  12s. ;  what  do  you  main  it? 
—  Twenty-four  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  ninepence. 

1  2348.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  61.  10s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Five 
pounds  four  shillings. 

12349.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  10/.  14s.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Nineteen  pounds  seven  shillings  and  ninepence. 

12350.  What  is  the  number  of  his  family? — Three;  there  are  two  children 
and  no  wife  ;  the  man  is  a  hay-binder,  and  what  is  called  generally  a  handy  man  ; 
he  is  supposed  to  earn  considerable  sums  through  the  year,  but  he  spends  a  great 
deal  of  it  at  the  ale-house,  so  that  in  speaking  of  this  man's  earnings  we  do  not 
come  near  to  them,  i  know. 

12351.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  The  Committee  understand  that  what  Mr.  Marshall 
reads  from  that  paper  is  your  information  .' — It  is. 

123.")2.  From  whom  had  you  this  account? — From  the  man  himselt",  as  to  liis 
earnings. 

12333.  The  next  person  is  William  Gazclee  ;  have  you  any  statement  with 
regard  to  this  man  '. — (..Mr.  Marshall.)  He  is  a  permanent  pauper  throughout  the 
year  at  5  s.  a  week. 

1 2354.  William  Pedder  ;  what  have  you  got  as  to  him  ? — (Mr.  Peorse.)  This 
man  refused  to  attend  me  ;  he  said,  that  as  he  had  not  given  any  information 
either  to  Mr.  Turner  or  to  Mr.  Crabtree,  he  refused  to  give  any  information  to 

439.  B  4  -<-  ''  me  i 
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Ceu)ge  Peane,     me  ;  but  I  can  trace  him  in  work  for  45  weeks  at  95.  GJ.,  earning  21/.  7s.  6d. ; 
E*1-  hay-time  and  harvest  0/.  'la. 

r~Q  i-j')5-  Had  you  that  information  from  his  employer?— I  had  ;   and  I  had  the 

30  May  1838.      jjicjins  of  ascertaining  his  rent  and  his  children. 

1 23')(').  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  tlie  earnings  of  his  wife  and 
family  ? — I  learnt  that  ;  the  wife  and  children  plait ;  the  wife  is  30  years  of  age  ; 
there  are  five  children  under  13 ;  their  ages  are  1"2,  7,  o,  4  and  2  years. 

1 23.',7.  What  would  be  the  earnings  of  a  family  of  the  ages  you  have  described, 
according  to  the  scale  ? — I  have  not  i)ut  down  any  thing  for  the  w  ife,  because 
there  are  four  children  under  the  age  of  10. 

12358.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  33/.  4s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
— (Mr.  Pcarse.)  The  man's  earnings  are  27/.  9s.  Qd.,  as  derived  from  his  ein- 
ploYcr,  and  adding  that  to  the  earnings  of  the  wife  and  family,  you  will  get  the 
total  amount. -(Mr.  Marshall.)     That  would  be  32/.  4,v.  10(/." 

123,';q.  What  do  you  make  the  outgoings? — Seven  pounds. 

rJ3ti().  AVhat  do  you  make  the  net  income? — Twenty-five  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  tenpence. 

i.23()i.  What  is  the  number  of  the  family? — Seven. 

]23fi-!.  Was  that  information  derived  from  the  man? — No,  from  his  employer 
as  to  his  earnings  ;  the  particulars  of  the  family  were  derived  from  a  source  I 
can  dc])end  upon  ;  he  has  given  me  information  as  to  the  amount  of  his  fuel,  and 
as  to  his  rent  it  comes  from  his  landlord  ;  as  to  the  benefit  club,  I  have  a  return 
of  the  benefit  club. 

i23(>3.  The  next  is  William  Short ? — William  Short  refused  to  attend  me; 

I  have  a  statement  from  his  employer.— (Mr.  JMarshall.)     Forty-five  weeks  at 

lis.,  24/.    l."")*. ;    harvest   and   hav-time    G/.   6s.;    the  earnings  of  his   family 
13/.   14*.   If/. 

1 2364.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  31  /.  18s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
— Forty-four  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  one  penny. 

1236,5.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  71.  18s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Seven 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

1236().  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  '"*/.  5s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Thirty-six  pounds  filteen  sliillings  and  ninepence. 

123(>7.  The  number  of  the  family  is  stated  to  be  five  ? — That  is  correct. 

12368.  From  whence  do  you  derive  the  information  as  to  that  man? — (Mr. 
Pearse.)  From  his  employer  as  to  his  earnings,  and  by  the  scale  as  to  the  earn- 
ings of  his  children. 

1  236(1.  And  with  regard  to  the  harvest  ? — From  his  employer. 

12370.  The  outgoings  in  this  instance  are  large  ;  what  is  the  reason  of  that? 
— The  rent  is  stated  at  Is.  Ad.  a  week,  which  is  a  trifle  more  than  is  usual ;  the 
firing  is  at  the  usual  amount,  3/.  18s.  a  year;  and  he  belongs  to  a  benefit 

club. 

12371.  John  Wilstead  is  the  next  ?— (Mr.  3Iarshall.)  He  is  employed  as  a 
saW5''er,  48  weeks,  at  10s.  and  beer,  24/.  in  money  and  1/.  for  harvest;  the  earn- 
ings of  his  family  9/.  10s.  Sd.,  and  gleaning  7s. 

12372.  llie  total  income  is  stated  to  be  2G/.  IGs. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Thirty-four  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eightpence. 

12373.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  71.  I8.y. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Seven  pounds  two  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12374.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  18/.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  it : — 
Twenty-seven  jiounds  tifteen  shilUngs  and  fourpence. 

12375.  The  number  in  family  is  said  to  ba  three  : — That  is  correct. 

1237().  From  whence  did  you  derive  that  information  in  this  instance? — (Mr. 
Pearse.)  From  the  man  himself  as  to  his  earnings,  and  by  the  scale  as  to  his 
wife,  family  and  daughter. 

12377.  The  next  is  John  Somerfield? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-four  weeks  at 
9s.,  19/.  \6.s.;  his  harvest  and  hay-time  71.  3s.;  the  earnings  of  his  wife 
3/.  lis.  Gf/.  ;  value  of  his  garden  allotment  12s.  Qd. 

12378.  The  total  here  is" stated  to  be  29/.  Gs. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Thirty- 
one  pounds  three  shillings. 

12379.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  6/.  18s. ;  what  do  you  make  it?— Five 
pounds  seventeen  shillings. 

1  2380.  The  net  income  22/.  8s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ?-  Twenty-five  pounds 

six  sliillings. 

12381.  The 
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12381.  The  number  of  family  five?— That  is  correct.  George  Pearie, 

12382.  From  whence  do  you  obtain  information  in  this  instance  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  "1- 
From  the  man  himself,  and  confirmed  by  his  employer.  ' 

12383.  Daniel   Kingham   is  the  next?— (Mr.  Mars//fl//.)    On  the  railroad  41  3°  May  1838. 
weeks  at  10  s.,  20/.   lO.s. ;  earnings  during  hay-time  and  harvest  1/.  7s.;  wife 

and  family  21.  I2s. 

12384.  The  total  income  is  here  stated  to  be  2G/.  \0s.  6d.;  what  do  you  make 
it  ? — Twenty-four  pounds  nine  shillings. 

12385.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  7/.  18s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Seven 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12386.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  18/.  6s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — Six- 
teen pounds  nine  shillings  and  eightpence. 

12387.  The  number  of  his  family  is  five  ? — That  is  correct. 

12388.  From  whence  had  you  information  with  regard  to  this  man? — (Mr. 
Pearse.)  The  man  himself ;  I  could  have  taken  the  earnings  on  the  railroad  at  a 
much  higher  amount,  but  I  took  their  own  statement;  they  said  they  did  network 
more  than  four  days  and  a  half;  I  had  not  time  to  apply  to  their  employers, 
which  I  should  have  done  had  the  time  admitted  of  it,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  I  should  have  received  a  very  different  statement. 

12389.  In  the  case  where  men  had  been  employed  upon  the  railroad,  you  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  contractors,  to  know  the  amount  of  their 
earnings? — No;  so  that  I  could  not  get  them  confirmed. 

12390.  In  most  instances  you  have  taken  the  statement  from  the  man  himself? 
— Yes,  I  do  not  know  an  exception  as  to  the  men  employed  on  the  railroad. 

12301.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  when  a  man  states  that  he  has 
been  working  at  the  railroad  at  10  s.  a  week,  that  that  is  less  than  the  usual  price 
paid  for  that  description  of  work  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  stated  at  that  amount  here  to 
allow  for  bad  weather,  or  some  circumstances  which  he  mentioned  to  me,  which 
would  go  in  reduction  of  his  wages. 

12392.  Mr.  Fielden.']  Had  you  this  information  from  Kingham  himself? — 
I  had. 

12393.  Chairman. 1  George  Jackson  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Twenty- 
six  weeks  at  9s.,  11/.  14s.;  earnings  of  the  labourer  during  hay  season  and 
harvest,  71.  4s.;  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family  41/.  18s.  6d.  by  the  scale; 
they  are  all  adults. 

12394.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  29/.  6  s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Sixty-one  pounds  three  shillings  and  fourpence,  but  that  includes  10s.  9d.,  the 
estimated  value  of  his  garden  produce. 

12395.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  3/.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — That 
is  correct. 

12396.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  25/.  8s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Fifty-seven  pounds  five  shillings  and  threepence. 

12307.  The  number  of  his  family  is  said  to  be  eight? — That  is  correct;  this 
man  left  a  place  of  work  at  9  s.  a  week  to  resort  to  begging. 

12398.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  With  regard  to  the  man  himself,  from  whom  did  you 
derive  the  information  as  to  his  earnings  ? — Partly  from  his  employer  and  partly 
from  himself;  but  his  employer  stated  that  he  left  a  place  of  regular  work  at  9s. 

to  go  begging,  and  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  he  obtained  in  that  way.  * 

12399.  ^^'"-  Freshjield.']  You  say  you  obtained  it  partly  from  the  man,  and 
partly  from  the  employer ;  do  you  mean  that  you  corrected  his  statement  from 
the  information  of  the  employer  ? — I  would  not  wish  to  offer  this  case  as  one  that 
will  bear  comparison  with  any  former  year,  for  the  reason  I  state,  that  he  left  a 
place  of  constant  work  to  go  begging,  and  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  he 
obtained  in  that  way;  I  would  rather  withdraw  the  case  altogether  from  the 
notice  of  the  Committee. 

1 2400.  Did  he  state  a  less  sum  than  you  collected  as  the  result  of  the  infor- 
mation ? — Decidedly,  he  gave  a  most  unsatisfactory  account  altogether. 

12401.  Chairman.~\  You  endeavoured  to  ascertain  this  man's  earnings,  first 
from  himself  and  afterwards  from  his  employer? — I  got  a  return  from  his  employer 
as  to  a  portion  of  his  earnings. 

12402.  With  respect  to  that  portion  of  his  earnings,  did  you  receive  any 
statement  from  the  man  himself? — I  did,  in  part. 

12403.  Did  the  statement  correspond  with  the  statement  you  received  from  his 
439-  c-t-  employer? — 
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George  Pearse,      employer  ? — No  ;  lie  acknowledged  a  larger  amount  in  the  hay-time  than  I  could 
^'l*  trace  amongst  his  employers. 

"■  12404.  Mr.  Jlodi^cs.]   Did  you  ask  what  induced  him  to  quit  a  place  of  steady 

30  May  I  3  .      .^yQrk  to  go  begging? — He  said  that  it  was  the  sickness  of  his  wife  induced  him 
to  leave  a  place  of  regular  work  to  go  begging. 

12405.  Did  you  pursue  the  incjuiry  further  ? — Not  much  further,  and  if  you 
had  seen  the  state  of  that  house  you  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have  departed  from 
it;  it  was  in  the  most  wretched  condition  you  can  imagine;  I  left  it  covered  with 
vermin. 

12406.  Did  he  say  that  his  wife  had  received  medical  assistance? — I  did  not 
pursue  the  inquiry. 

12407.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  he  was  expected  to  pay  for  the 
medical  attendance  for  his  wife? — I  cannot  state;  I  have  very  little  information  to 
give  about  him. 

12408.  Did  not  it  occur  to  you,  that  it  was  rather  an  extraordinary  thing  for  a 
man  to  quit  a  place  of  steady  work  because  his  wife  was  sick  ? — It  did  not,  for, 
knowing  something  of  the  character  of  the  man,  I  was  not  surprised  at  any  step 
of  the  kind. 

1  2409.  Chab'muv.']  Did  you  believe  that  that  was  his  reason? — It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  tell  what  are  the  man's  resources. 

12410.  Mr,  Frcs/ijidd.]  Do  you  know  that  he  got  more  by  begging  than  by 
his  work  ? — I  should  have  inferred  it  from  his  doing  it. 

12411.  Did  you  understand  that  he  made  the  illness  of  his  wife  the  ground  of 
doing  so  ? — The  pretext. 

1 2412.  Had  he  any  particular  claim  for  charity  -,  is  he  lame  or  sick  ? — Nothing 
but  the  sickness  of  his  wife ;  she  is  always  in  bad  health. 

12413.  Was  there  any  thing  in  the  m-an's  appearance  to  excite  charity? — I  am 
not  aware  of  any  thing  of  that  kind  personally  in  the  man  himself. 

1 2414.  There  is  nothing  in  his  appearance  to  excite  any  particular  sympathy,  so 
as  to  give  him  a  chance  of  getting  any  thing  by  begging? — No,  there  was  nothing 
in  his  appearance ;  I  do  not  know  what  statement  he  made. 

12415.  Chairman.]  With  respect  to  this  man,  George  Jackson,  you  stated  the 
earnings  of  the  family  to  be  41  /.  I8i'.  (5^/.  ;  as  that  amount  appears  large,  will  yovi 
give  some  explanation  of  that  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  There  are  six  in  the  family  above 
the  age  of  9  ;  there  is  a  girl  of  20,  a  girl  of  18,  a  girl  IG,  a  girl  14,  a  girl  12,  and 

*  a  boy  10. 

12416.  Did  you  obtain  any  information  as  to  their  earnings,  or  did  you  apply 
the  scale  ? — I  could  not  obtain  any  information  as  to  the  earnings ;  I  have  esti- 
mated it  by  the  scale,  which  I  have  stated. 

12417.  Do  you  believe,  from  what  you  observed  of  that  family,  that  they  earned 
the  amount  described  in  the  scale? — I  cannot  state  what  their  earnings  are;  the 
girls  are  prostitutes  ;   I  was  glad  to  get  away  from  the  house. 

12418.  The  next  is  James  Sharman? — (Mr.  Jllars/iaU.)  Forty-four  weeks,  at 
10s.,  22/. ;  harvest,  71.  3s.  ;  wife  and  family,  1 1  /.  18s.  4(1.;  10s.  6(1.  for  glean- 
ings, and  8  s.  9d.  the  value  of  his  garden  produce, 

12419.  The  total  income  is  stated  to  be  30/.  8s.  Sd.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Forty-two  pounds  and  one  penny. 

12420.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  5/.  4*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — I  make 
it  3/.  18s. 

12421 .  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  33/.  4s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Thirty- 
eight  pounds  two  shillings  and  one  penny. 

12422.  The  number  of  the  family  is  said  to  be   five? — That  is  correct. 

(Mr.  Pearse.) — This  information  was  obtained  from  the  man  himself,  in  this  case, 
as  to  his  own  earnings,  and  the  scale  applied  to  the  children. 

12423.  Richard  Short? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Thirty-two  weeks  at  9s.,  14/.  8s.; 
harvest,  4/.  17s. ;  wife  and  family,  25/.  Os.  Qd. 

12424.  The  total  income  is  stated  hereto  be  32/.  lis.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Forty-four  pounds  five  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12425.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  61.  \  what  do  you  make  them  ? — Six 
pounds  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

1 2426.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  20/.  11  s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Thirty- 
eight  pounds  four  shillings  and  twopence;  and  number  of  the  family  four. 

12427.  In  this  case  how  did  you  obtain  this  infornuition  ? — (Wr.Pear.se.)  From 
the  man  himself,  and  the  scale  applied  to  the  girls ;  their  ages  are  21  and  16. 

12428.  They 
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12428.  They    are  of  an  age  at  which  they  can  make  the  greatest  earnings      Geoigr  Pearse, 
according  to  the  scale  ? — Yes.  ^^- 

12429.  The  next  is  James  Brinkley? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  The  man's  earnings,  so  ^^^^  ^^  ^ 
far  as  he  stated  them,  were  Hi/.  13s.  Sd.,  and  the  earnings  of  his  wife,  2i.  12s.  ;  ^^  3  ■ 
he  had  an  allowance  from  the  parish  of  10s.,  making  I'J/.  los.  8^/. 

12430.  The  net  income  here  is  stated  to  be  11  /.  125.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 

I  did  not  draw  it  out,  from  the  nature  of  a  remark  in  \\ni  book. (Mr.  Pearse.) 

— This  man's  statement  was  most  unsatisfactory ;  he  was  offensive  in  manner,  and 
unwilling  to  disclose  his  earnings. 

12431.  Had  you  no  means  of  ascertaining  his  earnings,  by  applying  to  the 
employer? — No,  because  he  travelled  with  a  basket,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  dis- 
close his  earnings. (Mr.  Marshall.) — He  deals  in  hare-skins,  and  phials  and 

rags,  when  he  is  unemployed  in  agriculture. 

12432.  The  next  is  William  Linger  ?— (Mr.  7l/flrs/i«//.)  This  man  has  re- 
moved from  the  parish  ;  he  travelled  with  a  basket,  except  in  harvest,  and  no 
account  could  be  obtained  of  his  earnings. 

12433.  t)r  that  of  his  family? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  Or  that  of  his  family;  he  has 
left  the  parish. 

12434.  The  next  is  James  Linger? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  He  was  2.5  weeks  at 
the  railroad,  and  20  weeks  at  plaiting;  his  earnings,  IG/.  IGs.  Ad.,  and  his  earn- 
ings during  the  hay  season  and  harvest,  21.  11  s.,  making  a  total  of  19/.  65.  Ad. 

12435.  Has  he  any  wife  and  family  ? — No. 

1 2436.  The  total  income  is  stated  to  be  9Z.  Is. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Nine- 
teen pounds  six  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12437.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  21.  12 s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — Ten 
shillings. 

12438.  The  net  income  here  is  stated  to  be  6/.  IDs. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12430.  How  is  it  that  you  make  the  outgoings  so  small  ?— (Mr.  Pearse.)  He 
lives  with  his  mother,  and  pays  no  rent. 

12440.  Does  not  he  pay  any  money  for  lodging?  —  His  mother  says  not;  I 
believe  the  mother  does  not  pay  any  rent. 

12441.  Mr.  Fielden.^  What  is  the  number  of  his  family  ? — He  is  a  single  man. 

12442.  Chairman.']  The  next  is  John  Farr? — A  shepherd,  44  weeks  at  6*., 
amounting  to  13/.  4s.,  and  SI.  10s.  in  harvest,  and  5/.  4s.  earnings  of  his  wife. 

12443.  The  total  of  his  income  is  stated  to  be  16/.  18s. ;  what  do  you  make 
it  ? — Twenty-one  pounds  eighteen  shillings. 

12444.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  G/.  IBs.;  what  do  you  make  them? — 
That  is  correct. 

12445.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  10/. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Fifteen 
pounds. 

1 244().  The  number  of  the  family  is  two  ? — That  is  correct. 

12447.  How  did  you  get  the  information  as  to  this  man? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  I 
did  not  see  him;  the  wife  gave  me  the  earnings  at  5s.  Gd.  a  week;  but  the 
employer  says  he  always  gives  him  Gs.,  and  was  surprised  at  the  wife's  statement. 
There  is  a  variation  in  his  wages  in  hay-time  and  harvest,  which  is  not  stated. 
This  man  is  crippled  in  the  arm,  which  disables  him  from  the  ordinary  work  of  a 
day-labourer.  The  wife  stated  that  she  had  a  sick  sister  for  a  large  portion  of 
the  past  year  in  her  house,  for  six  months  at  least,  and  that  during  that  time  there 
were  no  earnings,  and  that  therefore  she  could  only  acknowledge  to  earnings  for 
the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  and  I  believe  I  put  it  down  on  her  own  statement 
at  2s.  a  week.  She  received  an  allowance  from  the  parish  for  nursing  her  sister, 
but  that  is  not  noticed  ;  I  have  not  put  that  down. 

12448.  During  that  time  she  was  unable  to  earn  any  thing  by  her  own  labour  ; 
but  she  was  receiving  something  from  the  parish  as  a  remuneration  for  her  labour? 
— It  was  not  a  remuneration,  because  her  sister  was  in  a  state  of  coercion  that 
prevented  her  earning  any  thing. 

12440.  But  it  was  some  assistance  ? — It  was  ;  but  not  a  remuneration. 

12450.  The  woman's  attendance  upon  her  sick  sister  would  have  precluded  her 
earning  any  thing ;  then  comes  in  the  parish  and  gives  her  something  in  compen- 
sation for  her  loss  of  time,  and  in  that  sense  the  parish  payment  must  be  said  to 
be  an  assistance  to  her? — Yes  ;  only  the  woman  declared  that  it  was  not  adequate, 
and  I  therefore  struck  off"  the  six  months  altogether  from  her  earnuigs. 

12451.  The  next  is  William  Phillips? — (Mr.  Pearse)  I  have  no  information 
to  give  in  this  case. 

439-  c  2  -i-  13452-  Why 
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George  Pearse,  12452.   Why  have  you  no  information  to  pfive  ? — He  refused  to  attend. 

^^q-  12453.  Henry  Hilyard   is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Jobbing?  and  plaiting, 

~~~       TZ       49  weeks,  13/.  16*.  7  d.,  hay-time  and  harvest  4/.  15*.  8rf. ;  no  wife  or  family. 
3°     ^y  '  3  12454.  His  total  income  is  here  stated  to  be  15Z.  12*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? 

— Eighteen  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  threepence. 

12455.  His  outgoings  are  said  to  be  2/.  12 j.;  what  do  you  make  them?  — 
I  make  them  12*. 

12456.  His  net  income  is  stated  to  be  12/.  5*.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Eighteen  pounds  and  threepence. 

1  2457.  Why  do  you  make  so  small  an  allowance  for  his  outgoings? — He  lives 
with  his  parents,  and  pays  12*.  to  the  club.  ^ 

12458.  Do  you  suppose  that  he  pays  his  parents  nothing  for  lodging  with  them? 
— Yes. 

12459.  ^^^  y°"  obtain  the  information  from  the  man  himself? — (Mr.  Pearse.) 
I  did. 

12460.  And  you  are  satisfied  that  he  pays  nothing  for  his  lodging?  —I  do  not 
know  what  he  pays  for  his  board.  I  have  no  statement  from  him.  I  do  not  think 
he  pays  for  his  lodging. 

12461.  The  next  is  Job  Sherwood? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-five  weeks  as  a 
woodman  at  11*.,  24/.  15*.;  his  hay-season  and  harvest  6/.  2*.;  earnings  of  his 
family  16/.  18. 9. 

1 2462.  His  total  income  is  stated  to  be  38  /.  8*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Forty- 
seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

12463.  His  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  7/.  18*. ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — ■ 
Six  pounds  four  shillings. 

12464.  His  net  income  is  stated  to  be  30/.  10*.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Forty-one  pounds  eleven  shillings. 

12465.  The  number  of  his  family  is  said  to  be  eight? — ^That  is  correct. 

12466.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  this  information  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  From  the 
man  himself;  and  I  believe  I  got  it  from  the  man  himself  with  reference  to  the 
children. 

12467.  John  Hack  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  This  man  is  too  weak  in 
intellect  to  give  any  account  of  his  income  ;  he  lives  with  his  mother  and  sister, 
and  is  frequently  unemployed  when  work  is  scarce.  He  was  a  long  time 
an  inmate  of  the  workhouse,  and  perhaps  that  would  be  the  most  proper  place 
for  him  still. 

12468.  He  has  stated  his  total  earnings,  36  weeks,  at  C  *.  ? — The  man  is  not 

capable  of  giving  that  information  himself. (Mr.  Pearse.) — He  has  no  memory ; 

he  is  weak  in  intellect ;  the  man  is  40,  and  fancies  himself  70. (Mr.  Marshall.) 

■ — He  came  to  the  board  and  said  he  was  70  years  of  age. 

12469.  Jesse  Short  is  the  next;  what  have  you  got  respecting  this  man? — 
(Mr.  Marshall.)  We  cannot  obtain  any  account  of  his  earnings  ;  he  is  the  son  of 
W^illiam  Short,  living  at  home  wilh  his  parents,  and  I  suppose  his  earnings  go  to 
the  benefit  of  the  father,  though  he  cannot  give  any  account ;  he  works  with  the 
father  and  jobs  at  home  and  plaits,  and  has  been  down  at  the  railroad  ;  but  I  can- 
not give  any  satisfactory  account  of  his  earnings. (Mr.  Pearse.) — I  have  no 

statement  to  off^er  with  respect  to  him. 

12470.  Joseph  Linger  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  He  was  28  weeks  at 
the  railroad  at  8  *.,  and  24  weeks  odd,  and  plaiting,  at  Is.  Gd. 

12471.  His  total  income  is  said  to  be  1/.  8*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Thirteen 
pounds. 

12472.  His  outgoings  are  said  to  be  21.  12*.;  what  do  you  make  them? — He 
has  no  outgoings  ;  he  lives  at  home  with  his  mother. 

12473.  His  net  income  is  said  to  be  51.  16*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — I  make 
it  13/. 

12474.  (To  Mr.  Pearse.)  Did  you  see  this  man? — I  did  not;  but  this  infor- 
mation is  derived  from  the  mother  and  brother ;  the  brothers  worked  together. 

12475.  John  Cox  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Cox  ;  42  weeks  in  employment,  17/.  16*. ;  and  41.  12*.  during  harvest  and  hay- 
time. 

12476.  His  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  13/.  13s.  ;  vvhat  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Twenty-seven  pounds  eight  shillings. 

12477.  His  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  2/.  12*.;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — 
I  make  them  12*.,  the  club  only  ;  because  he  is  at  home  with  his  father. 

1 2478.  His  net  income  is  stated  to  be  11/.  1  *. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Twenty- 

one 
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one  pounds  sixteen  shillings.      ■    (Mr.  Pearse.) — This  man  certainly  pays  for  his      George Pf arse, 
board  and  lodginf^  to  his  father  ;  he  pays  3*.  6  rf.  a  week.  ^^' 

12479.  Then  his  father  maintains  him? — Yes.  iTlviaTTsaS 

12480.  The  next  is  John  Eaton? — Forty-four  weeks  at  the  railroad,  jobbing  and 
plaiting. 

12481.  The  total  income  is  here  stated  to  be  13/.   15*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? 
— Nineteen  pounds  eight  .shillings  and  tenpence. 

1 2482.  What  are  his  outgoings  ? — Nothing. 

12483.  His  net  income  is  said  to  be  11  /.  3s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — Nine- 
teen pounds  eight  shillings  and  tenpence. 

1^84.  Why  has  he  no  outgoings? — He  lives  with  his  father,  who  does  not  pay 
any  rent  himself. 

12485.  With  regard  to  John  Kingham  ? — Forty-five  weeks  at  9  *. ;  20/.  5  s.; 
harvest,  5/.  8.i-.  ;  earnings  of  family,  3/.  18.$.  ;  and  I2s.  6d.  estimated  value  of 
garden  produce. 

1 2486.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  28  /.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Thirty 
pounds  three  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12487.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  7 /.  3*.  ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — Seven 
pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

12488.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  71.  2. v.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — I  make 
it  22/.  8*.  Gd. 

12489.  The  number  of  the  family  is  five? — That  is  correct. 

12490.  How  did  you  obtain  this  information? — (Jvlr.  Pearse.)  From  the 
employer,  I  am  uncertain  whether  I  saw  this  man  or  not ;  but  from  the  employer 
I  had  the  earnings. 

12491.  The  next  is  Joseph  Eaton  ? — I  have  no  information  to  give,  because  he 
would  not  attend  me  ;  I  had  his  earnings  from  his  employer  ;  but  I  do  not  know 
the  particulars  of  his  family  ;  but  the  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Turner's 

statement. (Mr.  Alarshall.) — We  have  the  man's  earnings,  20/.  5s.;  5s.  8(1. 

during  harvest;  and  if  Mr.  Turner's  statement  is  adopted,  5/.  4*.  is  the  earnings 
of  the  wife  ;  it  will  make  30  /.   17*.  ^ 

,  12492.  The  total  income  is  stated  to  be  30/.  12^.  ;  the  omgoings  here  are 
stated  to  be  61.  \2s.  ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  I  can  give  no 
information  as  to  the  outgoings ;  I  can  only  give  w  hat  I  derived  from  his 
employer. 

12493.  Thomas  Gazelee  ? — (Mr.  Mai'shall.)  Forty-five  w-eeks  at  8*.;  18/.; 
6/.  1.5.  Zd.,  during  hay  and  harvest,  and  21.   \2s.  the  earnings  of  his  family. 

12494.  Have  you  taken  that  21.   12  s.  from  Mr.  Turner's  statement  ? — No. 

*  12495.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  24  /.  12  s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? 
— Twenty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  threepence. 

12496.  His  outgoings  are  said  to  be  G /.  \0s.;  what  do  you  make  them? — 
Seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  tenpence. 

^2497.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  17  /.  7  s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Eighteen 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  fivepence. 

12498.  The  number  of  the  family  is  said  to  be  five  ? — That  is  correct. 

12499.  How  did  you  obtain  that?— (Mr.  Pearse.)  I  had  the  information  from 
his  employer ;  I  forget  whether  I  saw  the  man  himself. 

12500.  In  the  table  of  1830,  the  first  is  John  Cook? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  I  have 
no  information  to  oflTer  with  regard  to  John  Cook  ;  I  have  no  information  by 
which  I  could  bind  myself. 

12501.  Mr.  Fielden.]  In  this  table  is  the  name  of  the  employer,  as  well  as  the 
name  of  the  labourer;  have  you  applied  to  the  employer  to  know  whether  his 
.statement  is  correct?— I  have  a  return  of  it  from  the  employer;  with  regard  to 
the  hay  and  harvest,  the  man  refuses  to  give  me  the  particulars  of  his  family,  or 
any  other  particular. 

12502.  Have  you  ascertained  that  John  Cook  was  employed  by  Mr.  Williamson 
during  the  year  1837  ? — I  have  heard  that  he  was,  but  1  cannot  give  my  authority 
for  it  in  any  way. 

12503.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Williamson  ? — Perfectly  well. 

12504.  Have  you  applied  to  Mr.  Williamson  for  information  upon  the  subject? 
— No,  he  lives  out  of  the  parish  ;  it  is  a  considerable  distance. 

12505.  What  is  the  distance? — Three  or  four  miles;  Mr.  AA  illiamson  lives 
nine  or  ten  miles  from  Westoning,  but  he  has  a  farm  three  or  four  miles  ofl'. 

1 2506.  Chairman.']  Have  you  iiad  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Mr.  "Williamson  ? — 
439-  f  3  -i-  Mr, 
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George  Pearse,      Mr.  Williamson  is   in   a  dyin^v  state,  and  I  could  not  apply  to  liim,    but  I  might 

Esq-  have  applied  to  the  bailitTofthe  farm,  but  I  did  not  send  to  him,  not  being  aware 

„"T;       ~„       that  there  were  any  Westoning  men  employed  there,  with  the  exception  of  this 
30  May  i8i8.  1111x1.1  * 

"^        man,  which  1  learnt  lately. 

12507.  From  whom  did  you  hear  that  he  was  employed  for  Mr.  Williamson? 
— I  cannot  say. 

l-2,5o8.  Then  you  have  no  information  to  offer  upon  this  case? — 1  have  none  to 
offer  upon  this  case  :  I  should  be  glad  if  I  had,  because  I  believe  this  man's  earn- 
ings are  considerable. 

1250Q.  What  is  his  employment? — (Mr.  Marshall.)    Me  is  a  riek-buiider. 

(Mr.  Pearse.) — That  would  apply  only  to  hay-time  and  harvest. 

12510.  Mr.  Hodges.^  Do  not  you  consider  a  rick-builder  among  the  first  class 
of  labourers  in  that  part  of  the  country? — (]Mr.  Pear.sc.)  He  would  get  extra 
wages  in  hay-time  and  harvest;  it  might  make  \s.  a  week  difference. 

12511.  You  would  not  consider  him  a  first-class  labourer  on  that  account? — 
Not  on  that  account;  old  men  are  often  employed  as  rick-buildcrs. 

12512.  Chairman.]  The  next  is  George  King? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-one 
weeks  at  8.9.,  IG/.  8*. ;  5/.  8*.  earnings  during  harvest;  earnings  of  his  wife  and 
family,  25/.  \bs.  6c/.;  he  has  41.  extra  for  shearing. 

12513.  The  total  income  here  is  .said  to  be  36/.  8*.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Fifty-one  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  eightpence. 

12514.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  6/.  18  .y. ;  what  do  you  make  it .'' — I  make 
it  7/.  lOs. 

1  2515.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  29/.  10a-.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Forty- 
four  pounds  one  shilling  and  eightpence. 

12516.  The  number  of  the  family  is  said  to  be  eight? — The  number  of  his 
family  is  six. 

12517.  Upon  what  grounds  do  you  state  this  information? — {Mr.  Pearse.) 
The  information  is  derived  from  his  employer,  and  confirmed  by  himself  as  to  his 
earnings,  with  the  exception  of  the  shearing,  which  his  employer  states  is  consi- 
derably above  41. 

12518.  With  regard  to  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family." — The  scale  was 
applied  ;  it  was  his  wife  who  refused  to  give  any  statement,  and  was  so  exceed- 
ingly insolent  when  I  called  ;  in  addition  to  which  this  man  has  beer  and  milk 
daily,  and  he  plaits  while  tending  the  sheep. 

12519.  Then  altogether  the  man  is  well  off"? — Exceedingly  well  off". 

1 2520.  The  next  is  Joseph  Bunker  ?—  (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-five  weeks  at  95., 
20/.  55.;  earnings  during  hay-time  and  harvest,  5/.  55. ;  earnings  of  wife  and 
family,  9/.  2  s. 

1 2521.  The  total  income  is  here  stated  to  be  33/.  45. ;  what  do  you  make  it.^ — 
Thirty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings. 

12522.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  6/.  I85.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Six 
pounds  five  shillings. 

12523.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  26/.  &s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — Twenty- 
eight  pounds  seven  shillings. 

12524.  The  number  of  his  family  is  said  to  be  seven;  what  do  you  make  it? 
— Six. 

1 2525.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  this  information  in  this  case  ?— (Mr.  Pearse.) 
From  his  employer. 

12526.  The  next  case  is  Thomas  Bunyan? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-five  weeks 
at  9s.,  20/.  55.;  5/.  55.  during  hay-harvest;   18Z.  45.  the  earning  of  the  family. 

12527.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  33/.  45.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Forty- 
three  pounds  fourteen  shillings. 

12528.  The  outgoings  6/.  I85.  ? — That  is  correct. 

12529.  The  net  income  26/.  Gs.;  what  do  you  make  it?  —  Net  income, 
36/.  165. 

12530.  The  number  of  family  five;  is  that  correct? — Five. 

12531.  How  did  you  obtain  that  information?— (Mr.  Pefl;-5C.)  I  got  informa- 
tion as  to  his  earnings  from  his  employer. 

12532.  The  next  is  William  Bunker  ?— (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-four  weeks  at 
IO5.  6  J.,  23/.  25.;  earnings  during  hay-time  and  harvest,  6/.  IO5.  ;  earnings  of 
wife  and  family,  11/.  I85.  4f/.;  gleanings,  175.  6  t/. ;  garden  ground,  1/.  175.  6</. 

12533.  The 
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12.533.  The  total  income  is  stated  to  be  351.  IGs. ;  what  do  you  make  it? —  George  Pearst, 
Forty-four  pounds  five  shillings  and  fourpence.  Esq. 

12.534.  The  outgoings  arc  stated  to  be  6/.  I8s.;  what  do  you  make  them? — 

Seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence.,  30  May  1838. 

1253,5.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  28/.  3*.,  what  do  you  make  it? — Thirty- 
six  pounds  nine  shillings  and  tenpence. 

12536.  The  number  of  family,  eight? — That  is  correct. 

J 2537.   How  did  you  obtain  this  information? — From  his  employer. 

12538.   And  with  regard  to  the  earnings  of  his  family? — By  the  scale,  1  believe. 

12,539.  Tl'<^  ne\t  is  Crawley  Bonner  ? — This  man  refused  to  give  any  account 
of  the  earnings  of  his  wife;  we  know  his  own  earnings,  45  weeks  at  8*.  a  week, 
18/.  and  31.  17  s.  during  hay  and  harvest ;  his  wife  is  the  post-woman  of  the  place, 
errand  woman  and  keeps  a  shop. 

12540.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  18/.  4*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 

His  own   income  is  21/.  17.y.,   without  stating  any  thing  for  the  wife. (Mr. 

Pearse.) — He  is  regularly  employed  as  a  shepherd;  I  have  information  as  to  his 
earnings  from  his  employer;  the  woman  sells  shop  goods,  but  she  would  give  no 
account  whatever. 

12541.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  G  /.  10  5. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — I  have 
not  put  it  down,  as  she  refused  to  give  any  information  ;  I  thought  we  could  not 
come  to  any  fair  conclusion. 

12542.  The  next  is  Johu  Bass? — {^U.  Marshall.)  Forty- five  weeks  at  9 5., 
20/.  55.;  earnings  of  labourer  during  hay  season  and  harvest,  5/.  8  s. ;  earnings 
of  wife  and  family,  12  /.  10s.  3  d. 

1 2543.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  25  /.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
—Twenty-eight  pounds  five  shillings. 

12.544.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  6/.  10  s.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Six 
pounds  five  shillings. 

12545.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  19/.  8  s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Twenty- 
two  pounds. 

12546.  The  number  of  family,  six? — Yes. 

12547.  Where  did  you  get  that  information  from  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  From  the 
man  himself,  and  from  his  employer,  and  by  the  scale  as  regards  the  children. 

12548.  The  next  is  Richard  Pedder  ? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-one  weeks 
employed,  17  /.  9  s.;  the  earnings  during  harvest  and  hay-time,  4  /.  5  s. ;  earnings 
of  wife  and  family,  5  /.  4  s. ;   1  /.  4  s.  field  allotment. 

12549.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  25/.  I8s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? 
— Twenty-eight  pounds  five  shillings. 

12550.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  6/.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  it?— The 
outgoings  I  make  6  /.  exactly. 

12551.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  19  /. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Twenty-two 
pounds  five  shillings. 

12552.  Mr.  Fielden.]  How  did  you  obtain  this  information  with  regard  to 
Richard  Pedder? — From  Richard  Pedder  himself  and  his  employer. 

12553.  For  the  fiimily,  did  you  adopt  the  scale? — No,  it  was  the  man's 
information ;  I  have  not  put  any  scale  in  this  case,  but  it  was  his  own  voluntary 
information. 

12554.  Chairman.]  William  Gazelee  ? — Forty-five  weeks  at  9  s.,  20/.  5  s.  ;  his 
earnings  during  hay-time  and  harvest,  5  /.  S  s. ;  earnings  of  wife  and  faraih-, 
15/.  Is.  lOd. 

12555.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  35/.  IGs.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Forty  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  tenpence. 

12556.  The  outgoings  G  /.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — That  is  correct. 

1  '.'557.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  28/.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Thirty- 
three  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and   tenpence,  and  the  number  of  the  family,  five. 

12558.  How  did  you  obtain  this  information  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  From  his 
employer,  and  1  think  from  the  man  himself  the  scale  as  to  the  wife  and  children's 
earnings. 

12559.  The  next  is  Jesse  Gazelee?— (Mr.  J/flrs/ffl//.)  Fifty-two  weeks  at  5  s., 
13  /. ;  lives  with  his  father. 

12560.  That  is  his  total  income? — Yes. 

12561.  His  outgoings  are  said  to  be  2  /.  12  s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — His  out- 
goings are  nothing;  he  lives  with  his  father. 

1  2562.  His  net  income  is  said  to  be   10  /.  85. ;  you  make  it  13/.  .'—  Yes. 
439-  c  4  .i-        '  12563.   How 
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George  Pcane,         12563.  How  did  you  get  that  information? — (Mr.  Pear.se.)  I  did  not  see  him  ; 
Esq.  JjIj  employer  reported  it  to  mc  ;  if  the  21.  \2s.  is  deducted  for  lodging,  it  must  be 

TT       added  to  the  lutlior's  -amount. 

3oMu)ri838.  i25(i4.  Richard  Gurney?-(IMr.  Marshall.)     Fifty-two    weeks  jobbing,  27/. 

7*.  6^/. ;  earnijigs  of  wife  and  family,  3/.  \8s. ;  his  garden  allotment,  15*. 

12565.  The  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  28/.  10 .y. ;  what  do  you  make  it? 
— Thirty-two  pounds  and  sixpence. 

]2')66.  The  outgoings  6/.  18*.;  what  do  you  make  them? — ^The  outgoings, 
I  make  7/.  16s. 

1 256)7.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  21  /.  12*.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Twenty- 
four  pounds  four  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12568.  The  number  of  the  family,  three? — That  is  correct. 
12561).  From  whom  did  you  get  this  information? — (Mr.  Pcarse.)     From  the 
man  himself  and  his  employer;  he  was  .51  weeks  with  his  employer,  but  he  was 
one  week  away  on  his  own  account,  and  therefore  I  put  him  down  at  -52,  because 
he  was  away  on  his  own  pleasure. 

12570.  The  next  is  William  Hyde?— (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-five  weeks  at 9*., 
20/.  5*.  ;  earnings  during  hay  season  and  harvest,  51.  8s.;  earnings  of  wife  and 
family,  19/.  I*.  4^. 

12571.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  35/.  2*.;  what  do  you  make  it? — Forty- 
four  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12572.  The  outgoings  are  71.  18*.;  what  do  you  make  them? — Four  pounds 
ten  shillings. 

1-573-  T^^^  ^^^  income  is  said  to  be  27  /.  4*. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Forty- 
pounds  four  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12574.  The  number  of  family,  nine? — The  number  of  family,  six. 

12575.  From  whom  had  you  that  information? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  From  the  man 
himself  and  his  employer,  and  by  the  scale  as  to  the  girl's  earnings. 

12576.  Joseph  Gurney  is  the  next? — Forty-two  weeks  at  12*.,  25/.  4*. ;  earn- 
ings of  labourer  during  harvest,  G/.  6*. 

12577.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  28/. ;  what  do  you  make  it?---Thirty-one 
pounds  ten  shillings. 

12578.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  3/.  18*.? — It  is  18*. 

12579.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  24/.  2*. ;  what  do  you  make  it?— I  make 
it  30/.  12*. 

12580.  The  number  of  family,  two  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Only  one. 

12581.  Has  he  a  wife  and  a  child? — No,  he  was  a  single  man  up  to  1837. 

(Mr.  Pearse.) — He  married  last  Christmas.  He  was  livingat  Tingrith  till  he  mar- 
ried, which  was  about  Christmas,  and  then  he  went  to  live  at  Westoning;  that 
was  his  own  information,  and  from  his  employer  besides. 

12582.  Thomas  Yates? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-six  weeks  at  9-^.,  20/.  14*.; 
5/.  11*.  in  hay  season  and  harvest ;  10/.  2*.  Id.  earnings  of  family;  10*.  6^/. 
gleanings,  and  15*.  the  value  of  his  garden  applotment. 

1 2583.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  35  /.  10*. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — ■ 
Thirtv-seven  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  one  penny. 

12584.  The  outgoings  -are  said  to  be  6/.  18*. ;  what  do  you  make  it?^ — ^I  make 
it  the  same. 

12585.  The  net  income,  21/.  18*.;  what  doyoumakeit? — Thirty  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  one  penny. 

12586.  The  number  of  family,  six? — The  number  of  family,  six. 

12587.  From  whom  did  you  get  this  information? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  From  the 
man  himself,  as  to  his  earnings,  and  the  scale  as  to  the  earnings  of  his  children. 

12588.  William  Bunyan  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall)  William  Bunyan,  45 
weeks  at  9*.,  20/.  5*.  ;  hay  season  and  harvest,  5/.  13*. ;  wife  and  family, 
3/.  11*.  Gd. ;  garden  allotment,  1/. 

1 2589.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  30/.  12*. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Thirty 
pounds  nine  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12590.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  G/.  18*.  ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — The 
cutsroings  are  9/.  8*. 

1 2591 .  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  23/.  14*.  ? — I  make  it  only  21  /.  1  *.  Ctd. 

\  2592.  The  number  of  family,  seven  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — The  number  of 
family,  six. 

12593.  How  did  you  get  this? — From  the  employer,  as  to  his  earnings,  and 
either  from  the  wife  or  himself  as  to  the  other  particulars. 

12594.  Henrj' 
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12594.  Henry  Hyde  i.s  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty -eight  weeks,  at  Os.,     George  Peane, 
21  /.  125.  ;  4-1.  5s.  during  harvest ;   1  /.  6*.  earnings  of  his  wife.  ^^- 

12595.  The  total  income  here,  is  2-5/.  18«.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Twenty-      30  ^j^y  ig^g 
seven  pounds  three  shillings. 

1 2596.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  61.  10*. ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — The 
outgoings  are  21.  12*.  2cl. 

12507.  The  net  income  here  is  said  to  be  19/.  Ss.  ;  what  do  you  make  it?  — 
Twenty-four  pounds  ten  shillings  and  tenpence. 

1 2598.  The  number  of  family,  two  ? — Two. 

12599.  Froni  whom  did  you  get  this  information? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  From  his 
employer,  and  from  his  wife. 

1  2600.  The  next  is  Peter  Chance  ? — (Mr.  Mars/ta/l.)  Forty-four  weeks  in  work, 
21/.  17s.;  5/.  10.y.  for  hay-time  and  harvest;  3/.  11a.  6d.  for  earnings  of  wife 
and  family. 

12601.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  37  /.  2  s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — I  make 
it  31/.  7*. 

12602.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  6/.  18*. ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — 
Six  pounds  five  shillings. 

12603.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  30/.  4s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Twenty-five  pounds  two  shillings  and  sixpence. 

1 2604.  The  number  of  family,  six  ? — I  make  it  five. 

1 2605.  How  do  you  make  the  earnings  of  the  wife  and  family  so  small  here  ? — 
There  are  none  that  can  earn,  except  the  wife  ;   there  are  three  children,  the 

youngest  is  six  months  old. (Mr.  Pearse.) — The  woman  had  a  child  before 

marriage,  which  I  have  not  put  down  ;  her  earnings  would  be  very  considerable. 

(Mr.  Jllars/iall.) — To  put  in  the  total  earnings,  and  divide  it  by  six,  would 

bring  it  to  about  the  same  thing  as  taking  it  at  what  I  have  now,  and  dividing  by 
five. 

12606.  From  whom  did  you  get  the  information  as  to  Peter  Chance? — From 
his  employer,  from  his  wife,  and  I  think  the  man  himself,  as  to  his  own  earnings. 

12607.  Edward  Armsden  is  the  next? — Fifty-two  weeks  at  95.,  23/.  8*.  G(/.  ; 
extra  in  harvest  time,  21.  ;  earnings  of  wife  and  family,  12/.  i0.y.  Sd. 

12608.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  35/.  16*.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — I 
make  it  37/.  I8s.9d. 

12609.  The  outgoings  61.  18*.;  what  do  you  make  them? — Five  pounds 
eleven  shillings, 

12610.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  28/.  3*.? — I  make  it  32/.  7*.  9d. 
1 26]  I .  The  number  of  family  is  stated  to  be  nine : — I  make  it  eio^ht. 

12612.  From  whom  did  you  get  that  information  with  regard  to  Armsden? — 
(Mr.  Pearse.)  From  his  employers  ;  he  had  several  ;  and  from  the  wife,  and 
applying  the  scale  to  the  children  ;  there  is  a  youth  of  22,  the  eldest  son,  livino- 
with  them ;  I  have  taken  no  account  of  him ;  there  was  a  daughter,  who  died  in 
the  course  of  last  year  ;  her  earnings  would  probably  have  been  equal  to  her  sub- 
sistence, and  therefore  I  have  not  put  them  down. 

12613.  The  next  is  Thomas  Sherwood  ? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-six  weeks,  at 
7*.,  16/.  2.S.  ;  4/.  15*.  during  harvest  and  hay-time;  and  1/.  19*.,  the  earnings 
of  his  family  and  wife. 

12614.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  20/.  4*. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Twenty-two  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

12615.  The  outgoings  2/.  12*.;  what  do  you  make  them? — One  pound  ten 
shillings  and  ninepence. 

12616.  The  net  income  here  is  said  to  be  17/.  12*. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Twenty-one  pounds  five  shillings  and  threepence. 

12617.  The  number  of  the  family  is  only  one? — The  number  of  the  family  is 
one  and  a  quarter,  because  he  married  at  Christmas  last. 

12618.  From  whom  did  you  get  that  information,  with  regard  to  Sherwood  ? — 
(Mr.  Pearse.)  The  information  was  derived  from  liis  employer,  corrected  by 
himself  as  to  his  earnings. 

12619.  The  next  is  Edward  Eaton?— (Mr.  Marshall.)  Employed  on  the  roads, 
50  weeks  at  5.v.,  and  two  weeks  at  8*.,  making  13  /.  6*.  the  total  earnings  ;  the 
earnings  of  his  family  are  15/.  12*.,  making  a  total  of  28/.  18*. 

12620.  In  this  table  it  is  31/.  16*.  and  the  outgoings  3/.  18s.;  what  do  you 
make  them  ? — That  is  correct. 

439-  D  -i-  12621.  The 
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George  Peane,:         1 262 1 .  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  27  /.  IS x. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Twenty- 
l.sq.  five  pounds. 

'■  12622.  The  number  of  family  is  stated  to  be  four;  what  do  you  make  it- — I 

30  May  .838.       j^jjj.^,  it  tj^^pg 

121)23.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  the  information? — (Mr.  Ptarse.)  From  the 
man  himself,  and  the  scale  applied  to  the  children. 

12G24.  Thomas  Brinkler  is  tlie  next?  — (Mr.  Mnrsliall.)  He  is  a  farm-servant, 
52  weeks  employed  25/.  16.$.  8  </.,  and  2/.  extra  for  harvest,  making  27  /.  IG*.  8  J. ; 
the  earnings  of  his  wife  and  family  are  31  /.  1 1  *.  5  (1. 

1262,'',.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  43  /.  12  .v. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Gleanings  14*.,  and  \l.  Is.  G  </.  estimated  value  of  garden  ground,  making  a  total 
of  61  l.ds.ld. 

12()26.  The  outgoings  are  stated  to  be  11.  18*. ;  what  do  you  make  tliem? — 1 
make  the  outgoings  d  /.  2  5. 

1 2627.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  35  /.  14  .y.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — Fifty- 
seven  pounds  seven  shillings  and  sevenpence. 

12628.  The  number  of  family  is  stated  to  be  nine? — The  number  of  the  family 
is  eight. 

I262q.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  information  with  regard  to  Brinkler? — 
From  the  man  himself,  and  from  his  employer ;  the  eldest  son  is  taken  out, 
a  youth  of  19  ;  the  scale  was  applied  to  the  children,  of  whom  I  had  no  account. 

12630.  Henry  Eyres  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Alarxliall.)  Forty-four  weeks  at  10. v., 
22/.;  earnings  during  hay-time  and  harvest,  6/.  IGi.  ;  earnings  of  wife  and 
family  9  /.  2  s.  ;  garden  ground,  17  *.  G  d. 

12631.  The  total  income  is  said  to  be  28 /. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — Thirty- 
eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12632.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  7/.  18  *.  ;  what  do  you  make  them? — Six 
pounds  eighteen  shillings. 

12633.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  20/.  2  a.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Thirty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  sixpence. 

1  2634.  The  number  of  family  is  stated  to  be  three  ? — I  make  it  two. 

12635.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  that  information? — (Mr.  Pearsc.)  From 
the  man,  from  the  wife,  and  from  his  employer ;  from  the  wife  only  as  to  parti- 
culars of  rent  and  so  on,  but  not  as  to  her  earnings  ;  it  is  to  be  understood  that 
I  had  very  little  information  from  the  women  as  to  their  earnings  ;  this  is  the 
woman  who  said  that  she  never  told  her  earnings  to  her  husband,  and  would  not 
to  any  one  else. 

12636.  William  Sear  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-two  weeks  at  9  s., 
18/.  18*.;  earnings  during  hay-time,  drilling  and  harvest  7/.  7*. ;  earnings  of 
his  wife  and  family  20  /.  1  *.  4  d. 

12637.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  37/.  2  s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Forty-six  pounds  nine  shillings  and  a  penny. 

12638.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  7 /.  18*.;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — 
Eight  pounds  two  shillings  and  eightpence. 

12639.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  29/.  4*.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — • 
Thirty-eight  pounds  six  shillings  and  fivepence. 

12640.  The  number  of  family  is  stated  at  eight? — Eight  is  correct. 

12641.  Where  did  you  get  your  information  about  Sear? — From  his  employer 
and  his  wife,  and  the  scale  applied  to  the  children. 

12642.  John  Dale  is  the  next? — John  Dale,  alias  Martin  Dale  ;  52  weeks  at 
9  s.,  23/.  8  *.  ;  2  /.  extra  in  harvest ;  this  man  is  in  possession  of  a  cottage-right, 
keeps  cows  and  pigs,  and  his  income  cannot  be  correctly  ascertained;  he  is  horse- 
keeper  to  his  father,  who  is  a  farmer. 

12643.  The  total  income  is  stated  at  25/.  18  s:;  what  do  you  make  it? — That 
is  so  far  as  regards    his  own  earnings  ;  but  this  cow-keeping   and   so  on,  which 

is  a    source  of  income,   we  can  obtain  no  information  upon. (Mr.  Pearse.) 

— He  has  a  piece  of  ground  which  his  father  gives  him  up  rent-free  to  grow  green 
food  for  his  cows  ;  the  information  in  this  case  is  derived  from  the  father  of 
the  man. 

12644.  The  next  is  John  Carr? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Twenty-two  pounds  fifteen 
shillings,  his  earnings,  and  4  /.  5s.Qd.  from  club  ;  the  earnings  of  his  wife  and 
family  7/.  3*. 

12645.  His  total  income  is  stated  to  be  31  /.   2  s.;  what  do  you  make  it  ?— 

Thirty-four  pounds  three  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12646.  The 
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1-2646.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  G/.  10.y. ;  what  do  you  make  them? —     George  Peartr, 
I  make  them  7/.  14. v.  E«q- 

12647.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  24/.  \2s.;  what  do  you  make  it? —  7.       ~~ 
Twenty-six  poimds  nine  shillinfjs  and  sixpence.                                                                    '^°  '  "^  *  ^ 

12648.  Tlic  number  in  family  is  stated  to  be  three? — Three  is  correct. 

12649.  How  did  you  get  your  information  about  Carr? — {M.T.  Pearse.)  From 
the  man  himself,  and  from  his  employer. 

12650.  The  next  is  Wiliiiim  Gnrney  ? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-six  weeks  at 
10.?.,  23/.;  5/.  extra  during  harvest;  the  earnings  of  his  family  8/.  6*.  10</., 
and  9?.  6^/.  produce  of  garden  ground. 

12651.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  31/.  2s.;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Thirty-six  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12652.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  6/.  10*.;  what  do  you  make  them? — 
I  make  them  11.  G.v. 

12653.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  24/.  12s.;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
Twenty-nine  pounds  ton  shillings  and  fourpence. 

12654.  The  number  of  the  family  is  stated  to  be  three  ? — Three  is  correct. 

12655.  How  did  you  get  your  information  about  Gurney  ?— From  the  man  and 
from  his  employer  ;  the  scale  must  have  been  applied  to  the  wife. 

12656.  The  next  is  Thomas  Sharp? — {Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty-four  weeks  at 
9s.  6d.,  201.  IBs.;  during  hay-time  and  harvest,  51.  15s.;  earnings  of  his 
Aimily,  21.  12  s. 

12657.  The  total  income  is  stated  to  be  27/.  10s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it .'  — 
I  make  it  29/,  5  s. 

12658.  The  outgoings  are  said  to  be  71.  18s.;  what  do  you  make  them? — 
Six  pounds  six  shillings. 

1 2659.  The  net  income  here  is  stated  to  be  19/.  12  s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
I  make  it  22/.  19  s. 

12660.  The  number  in  family  is  stated  to  be  four;  what  do  you  make  it? 
— Two. 

12661.  Are  there  no  children  ■? — There   is  himself  and  his  daughter,  a  dumb 

girl,  who   receives    parish    relief. (.Mr,   Pearse.) — He  has  another  dauo-hter 

living  with  him,  who  has  a  bastard  child,  she  is  25  ;  and  he  has  a  second  daughter 
living  with  him  a  portion  of  the  year,  who  also  has  a  bastard  child;  thevr  are 
excellent  plaiters. 

12662.  During  the  time  that  they  lived  with  the  father  you  have  reason  to 
suppose  that  they  contributed  to  his  income? — I  imagine  they  supported  them- 
selves. 

1 2663.  How  did  you  get  your  information  about  Sharp  ? — From  his  employer, 
and  from  one  of  the  daughters  as  to  other  particulars. 

12664.  R.  Washington  is  the  next? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Forty  weeks  at  lOs., 
20/.;  four  weeks  at  9s.,  1/.  16s. ;  and  5/.  10s.,  his  earnings  during  harvest-time  ; 
8/.  9s.  the  earnings  of  his  family. 

12665.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  28/.  10s. ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — 
I  make  it  35/.  15  s. 

1 2(>6(>.  The  outgoings  here  are  said  to  be  71.  18s. ;  what  do  you  make  them  ? — 
I  make  then)  6/.  12  s. 

12667.  The  net  income  here  is  said  to  be  20/.  12s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
Twenty-nine  pounds  three  shillings. 

I2ti68.  The  number  in  family  is  stated  to  be  three  ? — That  is  correct. 

1 2669.  Howdid  you  obtain  your  information  about  Washington  ? — (Mr.  Pearse.) 
I  received  this  information  from  his  employer  and  himself,  and  applied  the  scale 
to  the  wife  and  child. 

12670.  The  next  is  Thomas  Harris? — (Mr.  Marshall.)  Thirty-seven  weeks  at 
8s.,  14/.  16.«. ;  and  5/.  8s.  in  harvest;  total,  20/.  4s. 

12671.  Ihe  total  income  here  is  stated  to  be  21/.  16s.,  and  the  outgoings  are 
said  to  be  21.  12s.  ;  whai  do  you  make  tliem?— I  make  them  1  /.  4s. 

12672.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  19/.  4s. ;  what  do  you  make  it? — I  make 

it  19/. (Mr.  Pear.ic.) — He  is  an  old  man;  1  got  the  information  from  the  man 

himself  and  from  his  employer. 

I2(i73.  Robert  IIillyard"is  the  next?— (Mr.  Marshall.)  Robert  Hillyard,  44 
weeks  at  9.y.,  19/.  16s.;  71.  3s.  during  hay-time  and  harvest;  and  the  earnings 
of  his  family,  16/.  I3s.  8d. 

439-  D  2  T-  12674.  The 
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Giorge  Pearsr, 
Esq. 

30  May  183S. 


12674.  The  total  income  here  is  said  to  be  .51  /.  12.v.  ;  what  do  you  make  it? — 
I  make  it  43/.  Vis.  Sd. 

12O75.  The  outgoings  are  71.  8s.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — That  is  correct. 

1 2t')76.  The  net  income  is  said  to  be  44/.  4*.  ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? — I  make 
it  .36/.  4s.  8d. 

1 2677.  The  number  of  the  family  is  said  here  to  be  nine ;  what  do  you  make  it  ? 
— It  is  six. 

12678.  That  accounts  for  the  difference  in  the  sums  ? — I  suppose  it  does. 

12679.  How  did  you  get  your  information  about  II illyard? — {Mr.  Pearse.)  From 
the  man  and  his  employer,  and  the  scale  applied  to  the  children  ;  but  there  are 
two  boys  of  19  and  17  who  are  not  brought  into  the  account  at  all ;  one  of  them  is 
a  sawyer. 


Jovis,  31"  (lie  Mud,  1838. 


MEMBEUS    present: 


George  Ptarse, 
Esq. 

31  May  1838. 


Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Freshfield. 
Mr.  Hodges. 
Mr.  Liddell. 


Mr.  Lister. 
Mr.  Slaney. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY,  i\  the  Chair. 


George  Pearse,  Esq.,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

12680.  Mr.  Fieldeti.']  YOU  have  spoken  of  the  earnings  of  a  considerable 
number  of  labourers  in  the  table  of  48  and  in  the  table  of  30,  that  were  given 
in  to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Turner ;  have  you  seen  all  those  labourers  whose 
earnings  you  have  stated  ? — Not  all  of  them. 

12681.  Has  Mr.  Marshall  seen  them? — No,  not  that  I  am  aware  of;  I  stated 
yesterday,  that  a  great  deal  of  my  information  was  obtained  from  their  employers. 

12682.  Does  either  Mr.  Marshall  or  you  know  all  of  those  labourers? — I  do 
not  personally. 

12683.  Does  Mr.  Marshall? — I  do  not  know. 

12684.  The  information  conveyed  to  tlie  Committee  in  your  tables,  is  what 
you  have  received  yourself,  and  the  calculations  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Marshall  ; 
is  it  so  ? — I  furnished  him  with  the  data  of  the  calculations. 

12685.  But  the  information  as  to  the  earnings  is  obtained  by  yourself.? — Yes, 
and  I  am  solely  responsible  for  it. 

12686.  Can  you  speak  to  the  character  of  the  men  whose  earnings  and  income 
you  have  stated,  as  to  morality,  industry  and  management  of  their  affairs  in 
life;  can  you  give  information  upon  that  head? — Certainly  not. 

12687.  In  no  case  ? — I  would  rather  not. 

12688.  (To  Mr.  Marshall.)  Can  you  speak  to  the  characters  of  these  men.'  — 
No ;  there  are  very  few  of  those  men  that  are  paupers  ;  I  know  nothing  of  men 
personally  beyond  relieving  them,  and  any  inquiry  that  I  might  have  con- 
sidered it  necessary  at  that  time  to  make  for  the  board  of  guardians  ;  but  as 

to  their  personal  character,  there  is  not  one  in  ten  that  I  know  any  thing  of. 

(Mr.  Pearse.) — There  are  some  few  of  them  whose  characters  I  know  ;  some  that 
I  employ. 

12689.  Will  you  state  the  individual  characters  of  any  of  those  labourers,  as 
far  as  you  know  them  ? — I  would  not  mind  looking  over  the  list,  and,  if  there  is 
a  particular  man  whose  character  I  know,  stating  it,  but  the  evidence  is  pub- 
lished, and  therefore  I  should  feel  a  difficulty  in  saying  any  thing  against  their 
character,  for  it  has  already  been  made  a  handle  of  against  me  ;  I  think  the  very 
selection  in  this  table  is  invidious. 

1 2690.  Are  you  aware  that  the  table  that  was  put  in  by  Mr.  Turner,  purported 
to  be  a  table  stating  the  incomes  of  the  whole  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  of 
Westoning,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  collect  that  information,  without  any 
reference  to  character  at  all  ? — I  believe  it  had  no  reference  to  character ;  I  never 
imagined  that  it  had. 

12691.  I  gave  Mr.  Turner  instructions  to  give  an  account  of  the  earnings  of 
different  labourers  in  one  whole  parish,  and  I  directed  him  to  take  the  parish  of 
Westoning,  that  being  smaller  than  many  of  the  other  parishes  ;  when  his  tables 

come 
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come  under  your  .survey,  it  is  not  neces.sary  that  any  allusion  sliould  be  made  to      Ceorse  Penne, 
character  at  all ;  but  I  wish  to  a.scertain  from  you  what  are  the  characters  of  those  ^'l* 

men  whose  earnings  you  have  given  in  in  the  tables  you  put  in  yesterday,  and  for  7^       ~~ 

that  purpose  1  will  go  over  the  names  one  by  one,   in  order  that  you  may  state      ^'     '^ 
whether  you  know  any  thing  against  the  characters  of  tho.se  individuals  as  I  read 
them  over? — Then  I  should  decline  answering  that,   because  1  cannot  speak  of 
my  own  knowledge,  and  so  much  is  mere  rumour. 

12692.  Where  the  characters  of  the  men  are  known  to  be  good,  if  there  be 
any  such,  would  you  have  any  objection  to  state  that? — Where  I  have  a  know- 
ledge of  their  characters  I  should   not  hesitate   to  say ;  the  greater  part  of  the 

people  in  the  table   I  merely   know   by  name  in    making  this  inquiry. (Mr. 

Marshall.) — If  there  are  any  of  them  that  I  know  any  thing  favourably  about,  I 

should  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  it. (Mr.  Pearse.) — My  brother,  who  is 

the  clergyman  of  the  parish,  I  have  heard  speak  favourably  of  certain  persons  in 
the  parish,  but  I  have  myself  no  knowledge  of  them. 

12G93.  Will  you  look  over  the  names,  and  state  those  whom  you  have  heard 
favourably  spoken  of.' — I  can  point  to  one,  Richard  Pedder;  William  Sear  I 
know,  and  John  Dale  I  know,  alias  Martindale,  Jacob  Bonner. 

12694.  C/iairnu/n.]  Those  are  persons  whom  you  have  heard  well  spoken 
of?  — Yes,  and  whom  I  know  ;  and  Benjamin  Cox,  James  Walton,  Thomas  Odell, 
John  Wilsted,  and  Job  Sherwood ;  I  believe  those  are  all. 

1269.5.  Mr.  Fieldcn.]   Is  that  in  the  table  of  48  ? — Yes. 

12696.  Will  jou  take  the  table  of  30? — I  have  been  through  that ;  I  took  the 
names  in  the  first  instance  from  that,  and  then  passed  to  the  48  list ;  John  Dale 
was  the  last  in  the  table  of  30  ;  there  is  another  man  whom  I  .see  in  the  table  of  30, 
whom  I  have  known  some  time,  and  who  bears  a  good  character,  Thomas  Sharpe. 

12697.  That  makes  four  you  speak  to  in  the  table  of  30? — It  does. 

12698.  Chairman.']  Are  any  of  those  paupers? — (Mr.  Marshall.')  No,  they 
are  not. 

12699.  Mr.  Fieldcn.']  Those  are  the  names  of  the  parties  whose  characters  you 
have  heard  favourably  spoken  of? — (Mr.  Pearse.)  Yes,  and  all  of  them  I  know. 

12700.  I  find  a  disparity  in  the  number  of  the  family  as  given  in  by  you,  and 
given  in  by  Mr.  Turner ;  John  Carter  is  stated  by  you  to  have  four  in  family,  and 
by  Mr.  Turner,  he  is  stated  to  have  five  ;  do  you  know  which  is  correct? — I  took 
the  information  of  the  woman  as  to  her  family  ;  she  had  an  infant,  who  died  lately  ; 
I  do  not  know  what  its  age  was,  but  that  was  her  information  to  me  ;  in  every 
case  I  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the  people  that  my  inquiry  was  as  to  1837. 

12701.  Joseph  Chew  is  stated  by  Mr.  Turner  to  have  three,  and  by  you,  two 
children  ? — I  understand  that  she  had  a  still-born  child  last  year. 

12702.  Did  you  give  the  number  of  Peter  Bonner's  family? — The  account  I 
received  from  the  woman  herself  was,  that  she  had  seven  children  ;  herself  and 
her  husband  would  make  nine  in  the  family.  No,  the  oldest  daughter  was  married 
last  year,  that  would  leave  six  at  home,  and  the  man  and  his  wife,  making 
altogether  eiglit. 

12703.  Benjamin  Cox  you   state   as  having  eight    in  the    family,  and    Mr.  ^ 
Turner  states  him  as  having  nine;  canyon  account  for  that? — Yes,  I  have  an 

account  of  eight  in  the  family,  including  the  father  and  mother  ;  the  son  John  is 
a  separate  case  in  the  tables  ;  he  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of  their  household, 
and  he  lives  with  them,  and  therefore  he  might  have  been  included  in  Mr. 
Turners  table. 

12704.  James  Nield  you  state  has  three  in  family,  but  Mr.  Turner  states  five  : 
will  you  explain  that?  — 1  gave  an  account  of  three,  the  father  and  two  children  ; 
he  has  a  child  born  to  him  a  quarter  of  a  year  old  ;  he  is  a  widower  now  ;  1  do 
not  know  when  he  lost  his  wife,  but  this  is  the  account  he  gave  me  of  his  family 
last  year  ;  it  consisted  of  three  persons,  himself,  his  son  William,  a  daughter 
Hannah  ;  he  has  a  son  who  lives  away  from  him,  I  believe,  in  the  service  of  Mr. 
Aldridge  there. 

1270.5.  Richard  Short  you  stated  to  have  four  in  family,  and  Mr.  Turner 
states  the  family  to  be  five  ? — They  have  a  son,  Jesse,  who  lives  with  them, 
and  his  is  a  separate  case;  his  is  one  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  48  list; 
I  have  an  account  only  of  two  daughters  living  at  home  with  them. 

12706.  What  is  the  account   of   James  Brinkley's  family? — That  is  a  case  x 

that  I  could  not  undertake  to  speak  to  ;  I  could  not  state  the  particulars  of 
the  man's  earnings. 

439-  »  3  -*-  «2707-  Here 
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C-torgePeanc,  1.2707.  More  is  a  sum  of    1(5/.   13*-.   8^/.    given?— I    have    obtained  partial 

''"^'  information  only. 

31  May  1838.  12708.  Did  you  inquire  the  number  of  his  family? — I  believe  I  did;  four  chil- 

dren with  himself  and  his  \vif<%  makin<;^  six  ;  if  there  is  any  variation  it  may  arise 
from  this  circumstance,  that  the  mother-in-law  lives  with  them. 

12709.  Job  Sherwood  you  state  to  be  seven  in  the  family ;  Mr.  Turner's  table 
states  eight;  can  you  account  for  tliat  ? — I  have  an  account  of  si.\  c'nililrcn  here 
and  himself,  making  seven;  but  his  wife's  sister  lives  witli  him,  and  I  understand 
that  he  has  had  a  child  by  her,  and  it  may  be  that  from  shame  he  withheld  that ; 
but  I  do  not  know  how  that  may  be  ;  but  if  there  is  any  variation  it  may  arise 
out  of  that;  but  this  is  tlie  account  he  gave  me, 

12710.  George  King  in  the  table  of  30,  you  state  to  be  six  in  family,  and  Mr. 
Turner's  table  states  ei^ht '? — She  gave  me  an  account  of  four  in  the  family  ;  there 
is  herself  and  her  husband,  making  si.\  altogether  ;  that  is  all  I  have  an  account  of. 

1271 1.  Joseph  liunker,  Mr.  Turner  states  to  be  seven  in  the  family;  you  state 
si.\  ? — I  have  an  account  here  of  four  children,   the  man  and  wife  making  six. 

12712.  Have  you  the  names  of  the  children  in  that  case? — Yes;  Joseph  KJ, 
Thomas  si.\,  Mary  four,  and  Eliza  one. 

12713.  William  Gazclec  you  state  to  be  five  in  family,  and  Mr.  Turner's 
table  states  six  ;  can  you  account  for  that? — I  have  an  account  of  three  children, 
and  three  only,  with  a  man  and  his  wife,  making  five  altogether. 

12714.  Did  you  receive  that  information  from  Gazelee  ? — Not  knowing  his 
person  before,  I  am  doubtful  whether  1  saw  him,  or  whether  I  got  the  informa- 
tion from  his  wife,  but  from  one  or  the  other. 

12715.  William  Hyde's  case;  Mr.  Turner  gives  nine  as  the  family  in  his 
table,  and  you  have  six ;  how  are  the  three  to  be  accounted  for  ? — 1  have  an 
account  of  four  children  living  at  home  with  him,  independent  of  a  married 
daughter,  who  lives  with  them  ;  I  have  taken  no  account  of  her.  1  can  give  the 
names  of  the  children. 

12716.  Are  there  any  children  besides  the  married  daughter  and  those  you 
have  accounted  for? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

12717.  Did  you  receive  the  information  from  Hyde? — I  did;  or  from  his 
wife. 

12718.  Joseph  Gurnry  is  stated  to  be  one  by  you,  and  two  by  Mr.  Turner; 
what  does  Gurney's  family  consist  of? — I  have  a  note  here  that  he  was  un- 
married in  1837;  he  married  at  Christmas;  that  was  his  information  to  me;  he 
lived  at  home  with  his  mother  before,  and  at  Christmas  he  married  ;  and  upon 
his  marrying  he  removed  to  Westoning. 

12719.  William  Bimyan  you  have  stated  to  have  seven  in  the  family,  and 
Mr.  Turner  states  him  to  have  eight?— I  have  an  account  of  four  children, 
the  man  and  his  wife. 

12720.  What  is  the  age  of  the  oldest  child? — A  girl  of  10;  and  the  youngest, 
William,  three. 

12721.  Has  he  had  a  child  since? — I  do  not  know. 

12722.  ChciiniKUi.  (To  Mr.  'J'unicr.)]  Do  you  happen  to  know  that? — He  has 
had  a  child  since. 

12723.  Mv.  FicUkii.  {To  .Mr.  Pcarsc.)}  Peter  Chance  you  have  staled  to  have 
five  in  his  family,  and  Mr.  Turner  states  him  to  have  six? — I  have  an  account 
of  three  children,  with  the  man  and  his  wife. 

12724.  What  is  the  age  of  the  youngest? — A  year  old,  and  the  eldest  six  ; 
there  is  a  girl  living  there,  a  bastard'  child  born  before  marriage. 

1272,5.  That  child  has  of  course  to  be  kept  by  somebody  ?— Yes,  but  she  is 
able  to  keep  herself;  1  gave  that  information  yesterday,  and  if  she  were  not,  she 
would  be  dependent  upon  llarlington  ;  those  parties  were  married  before  1834, 
when  the  Act  passed. 

12726.  Edward  Armsden  you  state  to  have  a  family  of  eight,  and  Mr.  Turner 
nine? — That  may  be  accounted  for;  he  lost  a  daughter  of  nine;  I  had  an 
account  of  seven  "in  the  family  ;  I  have  given  an  account  of  only  six  ;  I  mentioned 
yesterday,  that  William,  aged  22,  I  had  no  account  of  at  all ;  I  have  thrown  him 
out  of  the  list ;  and,  again,  they  lost  a  daughter  in  Midsummer  last  year,  a  girl 
aged  16  ;  I  begin  with  a  girl  of  14,  and  end  with  Mary,  aged  one,  which  makes 
eight  in  the  family. 

12727.  Edward  Heaton  ;  there  is  a  difference  of  one  between  your  table  and 
Mr.  Turner's  ;  can  you   say  how  that    arises  ?— He  gave   mc  an  account  of  the 

girl 
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^irl  of  17  and   a   boy  of  11-  living  wifli    liim  ;   lie  lias  two  or  three  sons,  I   think  George  Peart f, 

Joiin  and  Joseph  lleaton  ;  tliey  may  live  with  iiiiii,  hut  they  are  separate  cases.  ^^1- 

12728.  Henry   Eyres;  there  is  a  difference   of  one  between   your  table  and  y.    .  .g^g 
I\lr.   Turner's? — Both   the    man    and  the  woman   say  they    never  were   applied 

to  tor  any  information  at  all ;  they  have  a  cliild,  l)ut  he  is  apprenticed  to  a  tailor 
at  Ampthill ;  he  is  a  cripple,  and  forms  no  part  of  the  family ;  they  have  no  child 
at  home. 

12729.  Thomas  Sharpe  ;  what  is  the  number  of  his  family  ? — He  has  a  deaf 
and  dumb  daughter;  he  has  two  other  daughters,  who  are  not  always  living  at 
home  with  him,  only  occasionally  ;  one  is  25  years  old  and  the  other  30  ;  they 
both  have  bastard  children  ;  he  would  be  the  grandfather  of  those  children. 

12730.  What  is  the  number  of  those  children,  as  they  live  together? — There 
is  one  daughter  now  at  home  with  him,  who  has  a  child  five  or  six  years  old  ; 
then  there  is  this  deaf  and  dumb  daughter,  who  is  dependent  upon  him,  but  he 
receives  some  relief  for  that  child ;  tliat  child  is  able  to  do  something  towards 
her  maintenance,  and  the  man  till  the  last  Christmas  was  in  constant  work  at 
9*.  a  week. 

12731.  Then  the  number  together  are  four  under  the  same  roof? — I  suppose 
so  at  this  time,  but  they  are  constantly  changing ;  one  duugliter  is  at  home  for 
some  time,  and  then  she  goes  out;  they  are  very  ill-conditioned  girls. 

1  2732.  You  have  given  in  the  number  of  two  ? — Yes. 

12733.  In  Robert  Hillyard's  case  there  was  an  explanation  yesterday  of  the 
(lifi(2rence  between  six  and  nine? — I  gave  an  account  of  four  children,  himself  and 
his  wife  ;  the  two  elder  ones  I  have  no  account  of;  they  are  emancipated  ;  one  of 
them,  the  eldest,  is  a  sawyer;  the  second  is  17  years  of  age;  1  could  not  learn 
any  particulars  of  him  ;    I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  at  home. 

12734.  They  are  no  charge  to  him  ? — They  are  no  charge  to  him. 

1273.5.  I  see  there  is  a  considerable  diflerence  in  the  sums  for  harvest  between 
t.he  table  given  in  by  Mr.  Turner  and  your  table ;  Mr.  Turner  states  the  sums  in 
his  table  as  additional  for  harvest ;  are  the  sums  you  have  given  in  your  tables  sums 
in  addition  to  their  usual  wages,  or  the  entire  sums  earned  during  harvest-time? 
—The  entire  sums  earned,  excepting  two  or  three  cases  of  men  employed  by 
Miss  Trevor  ;  their  earnings  were  given  to  me  blended  with  their  hay-time  and 
harvest,  and  I  found  a  difficulty  in  distint>uishing  them  ;  but  in  the  generality  of 
cases  the  hay-time  and  harvest  wages  were  distinguished  from  the  ordinary  wages. 

12736.  The  sums  which  you  have  given  embrace  the  whole  time  of  hay-time 
and  harvest  ? — Yes. 

12737.  How  many  weeks  were  the  men  employed  at  harvest  in  the  year  1837  ? 
— That  would  vary  much,  according  to  the  mans  occupation  ;  some  men  have  more 
harvest-work  than  others,  but  four  weeks  is  the  general  engagement ;  that  is  what 
is  called  the  harvest  month  ;  the  men  are  engaged  for  a  month. 

12738.  Is  your  calculation  based  on  the  calculation  of  four  weeks  for  harvest, 
or  is  it  the  actual  sum  they  received  in  the  year  1837  ? — According  to  their  eno-ao-e- 
mcnts  during  the  harvest-time  ;  I  believe  it  is  limited  to  the  month  in  almost  every 
case;  I  do  not  know  an  exception. 

12739.  If  the  month's  wages  were  given  in  connexion  with  the  additional  sum 
for  harvest,  there  would  not  be  so  great  a  disparity  between  Mr.  Turner's  table 
and  yours? — Probably  not ;  but  I  have  not  made  the  comparison  between  Mr. 
Turner's  table  and  my  own  ;   I  had  not  an  opportunity. 

12740.  Suppose  a  man  was  receiving  9.v.  a  week  for  a  month,  that  would  be 
SGs.  a  month  ;  and  the  2/.  allowed  by  Mr.  Turner  for  harvest  month  would  make 
3  /.  IG*. ;  what  do  you  in  your  table  state  to  be  the  amount?  — I  have  taken  the 
harvest  month  separately,  and  it  would  be  3/.  lo*. 

12741.  Then  there  would  be  1  *.  diflerence  between  Mr.  Turner's  statement 
and  yours  ? — Yes,  in  that  case  ;  some  are  engaged  at  4/.  a  month,  and  some  at 
35*.;  you  are  aware  that  the  hay-time  is  also  distinguished. 

12742.  Does  your  calculation  include  the  hay-time  as  well  as  the  harvest  ? — 
Where  there  has  been  an  increase  of  wages  at  hay-time. 

12743.  What  is  the  increase  of  wages  in  hay-time? — It  varies  very  much 
indeed;  some  men  are  employed  as  mowers  throughout  the  season,  and  tliev 
earn  a  great  deal  more  ;  and  others  are  employed  as  haymakers ;  and,  perhaps, 
only  occasionally ;  I  have  taken  their  earnings  as  they  arc  reported  to  me. 

12744.  How  much  more  will  they  earn,  if  they  are  employed  at  mowing? — 
439-  iM  ^  That 
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George  Pcarsc,     That  would  depend  upon  what  the  farmers  paid  them  ;  some  would  pay  them 
'^'is>'l-  2*.  6(1.  an  acre,  and  some  3*.  ;  that  varies  in  NVestoninj^  parish. 

•— 1-274.')-  ^Vhat  will  a  ^ood  workman  mow  a  day  in  the  parish  of  Westoning? — 

31  May  1838.  ^  ^j^n  sticking-  well  to  his  work  would  mow  an  acre  and  a  quarter,  with  favour- 
able weather;  I  had  frequently  that  quantity  mowed  for  me  in  a  day  when  I 
let  it. 

12746.  Has  that  price  of  mowing  been  advanced  or  reduced,  or  is  it  the  same 
as  it  was  in  1834? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  difference. 

12747.  Do  you  know,  so  as  to  he  able  to  speak  of  it,  whether  there  lias  been 
a  difference  made  in  the  wages  paid  for  mowing  since  1834  ? — I  am  informed  not, 
in  Westoning. 

12748.  From  whom  did  you  receive  that  information;  from  a  labourer,  or 
from  an  employer  of  labourers?  — From  an  employer  of  labourers  ;  I  can  give  you 
the  wages  paid  by  eacli  farmer. 

1274»).  Can  you  refer  to  that  now? — No,  I  have  left  my  memorandum  at 
home  ;  I  have  selected  for  my  purpose  the  principal  rate-payer  in  the  place,  and 
the  principal  occupier,  and  he  told  me  — but  I  am  speaking  now  only  from  recol- 
lection— that  he  paid  35.  an  acre  for  mowing;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  that  was 
the  price. 

i27,=io.   In  the  year  1837  ? — \  es. 

127j1.  Did  you  make  inquiry  what  he  paid  in  1834? — I  understood  him  that 
tiiere  was  no  variation  as  to  that. 

1  2752.  Who  is  the  principal  occupier  ? — A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Ed- 
mund Sears. 

12753.  Did  you  make  inquiry  of  that  gentleman  as  to  the  wages  paid  for  task- 
work ? — Yes,  I  did. 

12754.  What  was  the  price  for  draining  in  1837  and  in  1834? — I  do  not 
know;  I  have  not  my  memoranda  to  refer  to,  and  I  would  rather  not  commit 
myself;  I  do  not  think  he  has  had  any  done  by  the  great;  there  has  been  so 
little  work  of  that  kind  done  in  Westoning,  that  it  amounts  almost  to  nothing  ; 
they  expecting  an  inclosure,  it  suspends  all  improvements  of  a  permanent 
nature. 

12755.  Have  you  not  the  memoranda  here,  so  as  to  be  able  to  speak  to  the 
difference  in  the  prices  of  task-work  ? — I  put  in  the  answers  to  questions  which 
I  put  to  different  farmers  ;  that  contains  it. 

1275b.  Does  it  include  threshing,  draining,  wheat-hoeing,  bean-setting,  hedg- 
ing, ditching  and  mowing? — Yes,  it  does. 

12757.  la  that  a  table  of  the  prices  generally  paid  throughout  the  yVmpthill 
Union,  or  the  prices  of  some  one  individual  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that ;  I  do  not 
know  the  practice  of  the  Ampthill  Union ;  I  spoke  of  those  being  the  prices  in 
Westoning  ;   I  was  speaking  locally. 

12758.  Of  one  or  more  farmers  in  that  parish  ? — Of  the  wages  generally  paid 
by  the  farmers. 

12759.  During  the  year  1837,  were  any  of  the  labourers  whom  you  have  in 
your  tables  employed  on  task-work? — Yes,  a  good  many. 

127()0.  And  have  you  taken  the  amount  of  their  earnings  at  what  they  receive 
for  day-wages  and  task-work  collectively  ? — I  have  taken  the  report  of  their 
employers,  and  from  themselves,  and  they  have  given  a  sort  of  average  ;  I  have 
no  doubt  that  their  earnings  have  been  more  considerable  when  they  have  been 
at  task-work  ;  but  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  carry  their  recollection  back  to  the 
precise  employment  in  which  they  were  engaged  in  1837  ;  one  fortnight,  perhaps, 
threshing,  and  another  fortnight  bean-setting,  and  so  on. 

12761.  Do  you  believe  that  the  statement  contained  in  that  table  is  a  near 
approximation  to  the  truth,  as  to  the  labourers  comprised  in  that  table  ? — I  have 
endeavoured  to  do  it  most  conscientiously ;  I  understood  that  I  possessed  the  full 
confidence  of  the  Committee  in  making  that  report,  and  I  did  it  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  and  I  understood  that  the  Committee  would  abide  by  that  report ; 
I  was  most  anxious  that  it  should  be  according  to  the  truth,  and  such  a  table 
as  might  be  relied  upon  ;  there  may  be  errors,  as  I  said  when  I  first  put  in  those 
tables. 

12762.  Can  you  give  any  opinion,  as  to  whether  the  earnings  of  the  different 
labourers  is  any  fair  criterion  of  the  earnings  of  the  labourers  generally  in  Bed- 
fordshire ? — I  think  a  very  fair  criterion. 

12763.  Are 
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12763.  Are   any  of  the  families  comprised   in  that  table  employed  on  lace-      George  Prnrse, 
makincr? — I  think,  there  are  only  two  families  employed  in  that  waj',  which  I  ^*n 
have  given  an  account  of.                                                                                                           ~~ 

12764.  Can  you  name  them  from  recollection? — Mrs.  Hyde  was  one  of  them.       ^'     '^^      "^ 

12765.  In  a  former  part  of  your  evidence  you  have  stated  that  the  families  do 
not  earn  so  much  at  lace-making  as  at  straw-plaiting? — I  do  not  suppose  they  do, 
by  one-half. 

12766.  Then  when  the  families  are  employed  at  lace-making,  their  income 
would  be  less  than  when  they  are  employed  in  straw-plaiting  ? — Clearly  so  ;  I  can 
call  to  mind  one  family  ;  Jacob  Bonner's  children  were  brought  up  to  the  lace- 
pillow,  and  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  they  were  taken  from  their  cmplovment 
at  the  lace-pillow,  and  put  to  straw-plait,  and  therefore  the  earnings  are  given 
below  the  scale ;  I  did  not  think  it  right  to  apply  the  scale,  and  the  reason  for  that 
was  (and  it  bears  a  litth;  uj)on  your  question),  that  her  husband  Ijeing  away  from 
her,  and  wishing  to  draw  her  money  in  quicker  time  than  she  could  do  by  the 
sale  of  work  at  the  lace-pillow,  she  taught  her  children  the  straw-plait,  because 
she  could  convert  her  work  more  quickly  into  money. 

12767.  Is  he  in  the  table  of  30  labourers  ? — No,  in  the  table  of  48 ;  he  is  an 
excellent  man  in  character,  but  overwhelmed  with  a  large  family. 

1 2768.  Would  tiiere  be  any  difficulty  in  Jacob  Bonner  obtaining  straw-plait  for 
his  family? — They  are  all  employed  in  straw-plaiting,  and  in  the  receipt  of 
earnings,  but  the  earnings  I  gave  an  account  of  fall  short  of  the  scale,  and  for  the 
reason  I  have  given,  that  they  were  brought  up  to  the  lace-pillow. 

12760.  Where  labourers  and  their  families  are  employed  in  entirelv  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  wliere  the  wages  are  the  same  to  the  men  as  those  paid  in  the 
parish  of  Westoning,  the  families  would  not  be  so  well  off  in  those  places  as  they 
are  in  Westoning,  would  they,  where  the  straw-plait  did  not  prevail,  and  where 
agricultural  labour  formed  all  tlie  labour  ol"  the  parish  '? — ^^  here  there  was  not 
such  profitable  emplovmeut  for  the  families,  of  course  they  would  not  be  so 
well  off. 

12770.  Are  there  many  parishes  that  you  are  acquainted  with  where  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  straw-plaitins;  for  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  labourers  ? — 
I  dare  say  there  are  several  parishes  in  the  Ampthill  Union  where  the  straw-plait 
does  not  prevail  to  the  same  extent. 

12771.  But  where  they  have  not  the  straw-plait,  they  have  the  lace-making  ? 
— Yes. 

1 2772.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Oxfordshire  at  all  ? — Not  so  as  to  speak  to  the 
employment  of  the  people  there  at  all. 

12773.  I"  preparing  those  tables  had  you  recourse  to  the  men,  to  their 
employers,  and  to  their  wives,  to  obtain  the  information  ? — Not  to  the  men,  in  all 
cases. 

12774.  But  in  many  of  the  cases? — In  the  majority. 

1277.>  ^\'ere  there  any  other  persons  present  upon  the  occasion,  besides  the 
man  and  his  wife  and  tlie  employer,  on  those  occasions  r — I  did  not  visit  at  their 
houses  after  the  Saturday ;  I  declined  visiting  their  houses  again,  but  I  sent  to  the 
men  to  attend  me  at  the  public-house  at  ^^'estoniug,  and  a  farmer  was  present 
with  me  there,  I  believe,  the  whole  time. 

12776.  Was  the  farmer  there  present  the  farmer  who  employed  the  labourers 
in  every  c;.se? — No,  only  one  farmer  attended  me  during  the  time  of  examina- 
tion ;  I  went  down  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  after  the  men  had  left  their 
work,  and  then  I  sent  for  them,  a  few  at  a  time,  till  I  got  through  the  lists,  and 
this  farmer  was  with  me,  I  believe,  the  whole  time  that  I  was  examining  those 
persons. 

12777.  ^^'^s  ^I'tit  the  only  farmer  that  you  had  present  when  you  took  the 
earnings  of  the  different  labourers  ? — No  other  ;  the  publican  himselV  might  have 
been  occasionally  in  the  room. 

1  2778.  Did  that  farmer  employ  all  the  labourers  from  whom  you  sought  infor- 
mation 1- — -No,  only  a  portion  ;  he  is  not  a  very  large  occupier,  but  he  is  a  man  of 
respectability. 

12779.  You  stated,  yesterday,  that  in  a  great  many  cases  you  obtained  the 
information  upon  which  you  have  foundeil  your  tables  from  the  farmer  who 
employed  the  man,  from  the  man  himself,  or  from  his  wife  ? — It  was  in  that  way 

439-  E  "r-  collected. 


34      :minutes  of  evidence  before  select  com:mittee 

George  Pairsc,     collected,  and  I  had  returns  from  most  of  the  farmers  as  to  the  people  they  did 
'  ^"^^  employ,  the  period  of  service,  and  the  amount  of  wages  paid,  and  I  have  those 

31  May  1838.      returns  by  me. 

1J780.  Chainiian.']  It  is  Irom  those  returns  you  give  this  information? — Yes; 
1  have  them  not  at  hand,  but  I  can  ])roduce  them  in  a  short  time. 

127S1.  Mr.  Fie Idcn.l  Did  you  give  tlie  name  of  the  labourer  to  the  farmer 
who  employed  him,  in  order  to  get  at  his  earnings  r — No ;  I  will  explain  to  you 
how  I  ])roceeded;  I  sent  to  all  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  who  were  likely 
to  employ  Westouiug  men,  to  furnish  me  with  the  statement  of  the  period  of 
their  service,  and  the  amount  of  wages  paid  in  1837;  before  I  renewed  my 
inquiries,  I  wished  to  be  provided  with  that  information  ;  I  could  not  get  it  from 
all  the  farmers ;  it  enal)led  me  sometimes  to  supply  a  gap,  and  it  gave  me  a  clue 
to  inquiries. 

12782.  Who  was  the  farmer  that  you  had  present  at  the  public-house,  when 
you  took  down  the  information  from  tlu;  labourers? — Mr.  William  Smith. 

12783.  Is  he  a  farmer  in  Westoning  ? — He  is ;  he  lives  in  the  village  of 
Westoning. 

12784.  Is  he  a  large  farmer?  —  He  is  not  a  very  large  occupier. 

12785.  Is  he  a  man  in  whom  you  have  confidence,  as  being  able  to  give  you 
information  as  to  the  rate  of  wages  there  ?—  I  selected  him  because  I  thought  I 
could  rel)'  upon  his  statement,  as  he  could  read  and  write. 

1278C.  You  thought  you  could  rely  more  upon  the  statement  of  Mr.  Smitli 
than  any  other  farmer  in  Westoning  ? — Wh)',  I  knew  more  of  the  man ;  he  is  my 
brother's  tenant,  in  short. 

12787.  Chcnrmun.']  You  thought,  from  your  acquaintance  with  him,  that  he 
would  be  more  likely  to  give  you  unreserved  information  .'—That  he  would  be 
more  useful  to  me ;  and  he  has  been  useful  in  collecting  information. 

1278S.  Mr.  Fieldcn.^  Mr.  Bennett,  you  will  have  seen  from  his  evidence* 
came  up  here  and  contradicted  the  statement  of  a  labourer  whose  earnings  had 
been  given  to  him,  and  stated  his  earnings  to  be  higher  tlian  the  man  did  him- 
self; are  you  aware  whether  those  labourers  have  been  influenced  in  any  way,  to 
state  their  earnings  higher  than  they  were  actually  receiving  ? — Certainly  not ; 
the  difficulty  certainly  was  to  get  information  from  them :  there  is  a  long  tale 
imtold. 

1 2789.  You  think,  from  the  men  themselves,  and  from  Mr.  Smith,  and  from 
vour  own  knowledge,  that  you  have  given  correct  information  to  the  Committee 
as  to  the  income  of  those  labourers  ? — I  have  endeavoured  to  do  it  most  con- 
scientiously, dropping  all  partisanship. 

12790.  You  have  no  doubt  that  you  have  arrived  at  calculations  which 
approximate  to  the  truth  ? — I  hope  I  have ;  and  I  believe  I  have  very  nearly,  if 
not  completely  so. 

127Q1.  Thei'e  is  a  considerable  difference  between  the  family  earnings,  as 
stated  by  you  and  those  stated  by  Mr.  Turner,  in  his  tables,  in  most  cases  ; 
have  you  adopted  the  scale,  in  inquiring  into  the  family  earnings,  where  they  are 
employed  on  straw-plaiting  ? — Yes. 

12702.  You  have,  in  some  instances,  given  in  your  table  an  account  of  the 
income  from  gleaning ;  was  the  time  of  any  of  the  families,  who  were  employed  on 
straw-plaiting,  given  credit  for,  when  they  were  receiving  income  from  gleaning? 
— I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  one  instance,  but  the  gleaning  occupied,  I  under- 
stood, a  very  short  time,  and  most  of  the  families,  who  were  good  plaiters,  were 
more  profitably  employed  as  plaiters. 

12703.  But  they  could  not  be  employed  at  the  two  descriptions  of  work  at  the 
same  time? — No,  clearly  not,  but  I  believe  there  has  been  a  deduction  for  that 
time,  but  the  gleanings  are  exceedingly  small. 

12794.  The  gleanings  are  not  very  large  suras,  but  some  time  must  be  taken 
in  earning  those  sums,  must  there  not? — Surely. 

12795.  In  adopting  the  scale,  in  order  to  draw  up  your  table,  you  have  given 
the  amount  they  can  earn,  according  to  that  scale,  for  the  year  ? — For  only  a 
portion  of  the  year ;  I  have  deducted  a  twelfth,  which  I  think  will  cover  any 
little  time  they  might  be  engaged  in  gleaning. 

12796.  Then  your  table  embraces  only  11  months'  labour,  according  to  that 
scale  ? — Yes.  Whenever  the  scale  has  been  applied,  I  have  made  a  deduc- 
tion  from  all  of  a  twelfth ;  it  may  have  been  omitted,  from  the  humed  way 

in 
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in  which  I  have  prepared  those  tables  ;  if  there  be  an  error  I  should  be  very  glad      Gtorge  Pearse, 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  coiTecting  it ;  I  cannot  pledge  myself  to  their  perfect  l-sq. 

accuracy.  "~~       ~ 

12797.  Chairman.']  You  deducted  one-twelfth,  you  said,  for  occasional  illness       3i  May  leao- 
and  absence  from  work  ? — Yos. 

1279^.  Mr.  Fieldeu.]  And  you  think  that  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  time  em 
ployed  in  gleaning  ? — Supposing  the  time  occupied  in  gleaning  is  not  distin 
guished  from  the  time  occupic-d  in  straw-plaiting,  that  would  l)e  amply  sufficient 
to  cover  it ;  l)ut  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  account  of  a  family  gleaning  more 
than  a  busliel  and  a  half;  it  was  a  very  bad  gleaning  in  Westoning  last  year; 
that  is  the  information  I  received. 

12799.  You  ha^e  given  a  return  from  the  Woburn  Union  of  the  families  tliat 
have  gone  to  the  north  ;  there  are  the  names  of  nine  persons  at  the  end  of  the 
return  you  have  sent  in  ;  are  those  tlie  only  individuals  that  Iiave  migrated  from 
the  ^Voburn  Union  to  tlie  north  r — They  are  all  who  have  been  assisted  by  the 
board  to  migrate  ;  others  have  migrated  voluntarily,  I  believc.J 

12800.  Have  you  made  examination  and  research  sufficient  to  satisfy  yourself 
that  those  are  all  that  migrated  imder  the  sanction  of  the  board  of  guardians  ? 
—  I  have  been  oljliged  to  rely  entirely  upon  the  clerk  of  the  union  in  preparing 
those  papers  ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  accuracy  ;  he  is  a  very  careful  man,  but  I 
have  looked  them  over,  and  I  do  not  see  any  omission. 

12801.  Have  you  taken  the  pains  to  look  over  them,  in  order  to  detect  any 
omission,  if  there  had  been  any  ?— I  have,  with  that  view. 

12802.  You  are  satisfied  that  those  are  the  only  cases  which  have  been  sent 
from  the  Wol)uni  Union  into  the  manufacturing  districts  ? — I  dare  say  it  is 
correct. 

12803.  You  gave  an  account  of  those  that  returned  and  those  that  remain? 
— Yes. 

12804.  Can  you  state  any  families  that  have  gone  of  their  own  accord  from 
the  Woburn  Union  ? — A  man  of  the  name  of  Coleman  went  with  his  family ;  his 
name  is  mentioned  there ;  I  think  he  went  voluntarily,  and  fell  into  distress  ;  an 
application  was  made  to  the  l)oard  for  assistance,  and  a  remittance  was  made  to 
him ;  but  I  do  not  know  how  he  was  employed  ;  he  was  brought  up  as  a  baker, 
but  whether  he  or  any  part  of  his  family  were  employed  in  the  manufactories 
I  cannot  say ;  the  man  has  since  returned,  and  has  been  in  the  workhouse  for 
some  time,  and  I  understand  on  Tuesday  he  meant  to  leave  it. 

12805.  Coleman  went  of  his  own  accord,  without  any  inducement  on  tlie 
part  of  the  board  to  prevail  on  liini  to  go  ?— I  believe  no  assistance  was  aftbrded 
him  l)y  the  board  to  prevail  on  him  to  go. 

12806.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  any  other  .? — No;  but  there  may  have  been 
many  such,  without  my  knowledge ;  I  know  a  man  in  my  own  parish  who  was 
most  anxious  to  go,  who  made  application,  and  I  should  have  assisted  him  in 
going,  but  I  found  it  turned  out  so  badly  in  one  case,  that  I  declined  giving  him 
assistance. 

1 2807.  What  case  are  you  referring  to,  in  which  it  turned  out  so  badh? — Tlie 
case  I  have  before  mentioned,  Samuel  Chance. 

12808.  Samuel  Chance  is  one  of  the  migrants  who  have  returned?—  Yes. 

12809.  -Do  you  know  the  number  of  family  that  Samuel  Chance  had  .- — I  do 
not;  I  meant  to  see  the  man  before  I  came  u]),  Ijut  I  have  not  had  an  oppor" 
tunity  ;  but  1  think  there  were  five  in  the  famih' ;  he  was  only  partly  assisted  by 
the  board  ;  there  was  a  subscription  raised  in  the  parish  to  help  him,  and  he  was 
supplied  with  bedding  and  clothing,  and  rigged  out,  as  we  could  do  it  amongst 
ourselves. 

12810.  You  do  not  know  what  were  the  ages  of  his  children? — No,  I  cannot 
state  that ;  but  I  could  ascertain  that,  if  it  were  an  object ;  I  believe  there  was  a 
return  made  in  January  last  of  all  the  people  who  migrated  ;  1  find  this  notation  : 
"  Select  Committee  on  th(>  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act.  Ordered,  —That  there 
be  laid  before  this  Committee  a  return  of  the  nund)ers,  and  names  and  residences, 
and  the  number  of  children,  of  migrants  who  have  removed  into  the  manufac- 
turing districts  under  the  sanction  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners ;  and  the 
parishes  from  which  the  migrants  were  removed,  together  with  their  income 
previous  to  removal  and  their  present  income,  as  far  as  thev  can  be  ascer- 
tained." 

439.  E  2 1  12811.  You 
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'"^'^E-.q!'""^'  12811.  You  niade'a  return  from  the  Woburn  Union,  pursuant  to  that  order  ? — 

Yes  ;  I  find  added  to  tliat,  "  Forms  of  engagement  with  employers  on  behalf  of 

31  May  1838.      migrants,  and  otlier  official  papers  connected  with  migration  may  be  promptly 

supplied  by  Mr.  Chadwick ;  "  that  was  my  own  information  when  those  papers 

passed  through  my  hands. 

12812.  How  could  Mr.  Chadwick  furnish  those  engagements? — Because  the 
agent  was  appointed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  there  were  certain 
printed  forms  to  be  filled  up  before  engagements  were  completed. 

12813.  Did  you  send  those  fiUed-up  forms  to  the  agent  from  the  Woburn 
Union  ? — It  was  done  in  Chance's  case,  and,  I  believe,  in  every  other  on  which 
tlie  board  gave  assistance. 

12814.  Did  you  keep  any  copy  yourself? — I  do  not  find  any  copy  amongst 
our  papers ;  a  person  who  was  an  agent  in  the  business  can  give  me  no  account ; 
he  cannot  speak  to  the  engagements  whicli  were  made. 

12815.  Is  that  Mr.  Langston  ?— It  is. 

12816.  But  you  have  furnished  those  contracts  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners ? — No ;  we  were  siipjilied  with  the  forms  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
or  the  agent,  and  an  engagement  was  entered  into  in  every  case,  I  believe,  of 
parties,  assisted  by  the  board. 

12817.  But  when  you  had  filled  up  those  forms,  what  did  you  do  with  them  ? 
— The  form  was  sent,  1  believe,  to  the  agent ;  I  rather  think  the  engagements 
when  formed  passed  through  Mr.  Langston's  hands ;  he  was  the  medium  of 
communication  in  some  kind  of  way;  I  do  not  think  we  communicated  directly, 
not  in  every  instance  certainly,  with  the  migration  agent. 

12818.  Did  Mr.  Langston  transmit  those  forms  filled  up  to  the  migration 
agent  in  Manchester? — That  I  believe  to  have  been  the  case. 

12819.  Of  tliat  you  have  no  doubt? — That  is  my  impression. 

12820.  Then,  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Chance,  can  you  tell  what  was  the  amount 
of  his  earnings  before  he  went  to  the  north,  and  what  were  the  number  of  his 
children  and  their  ages? — I  said  before  that  I  cannot  speak  positively  to  the 
amount  of  his  family,  nor  can  I  as  to  the  amount  of  his  earnings  before  he  went ; 
but  he  was  wretchedly  oft', 

12821.  Do  you  know  his  family? — I  do. 

12822.  How  many  children  has  he? — I  cannot  say;  if  you  will  furnish  me 
with  a  memorandum  of  the  items  that  you  wish  information  upon,  I  will  furnish 
that  information. 

12823.  Do  vou  know  the  ages  of  the  children? — I  cannot  state;  but  they 
were  of  such  ages  that  we  understood  two  or  three  at  least  would  be  employed  in 
the  factories. 

12824.  And  you  are  aware  that  none  would  be  employed  in  the  factories  that 
w  ere  not  nine  years  old  ? — That  I  am  aware  of. 

12825.  And  you  think  three  were  of  an  age  suitable  to  go  into  the  factories  ' 

I  am  convinced  that  there   were   two,  and  I  think  three;    but    a    sister  of 

Chance's  went  with  him,  who  it  was  considered  was   likely  to  get  employment 
in  the  factories. 

12826.  Have  you  the  order  you  received  from  the  Committee-clerk,  dated  the 
18th  May  ?— The  clerk  of  the  Woburn  Union  has  it. 

12827.  This  is  a  return  which  has  been  sent  up  in  pursuance  of  that  order-'' 

—It  is. 

12828.  This  return  docs  not  contain  the  ages  of  the  difterent  migrants  wlio 
were  sent  into  the  north  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  guardians  ? — It  was 
presumed,  I  have  no  doubt,  by  the  clerk,  that  all  the  information  would  be  sup- 
plied by  answering  the  order  of  December  last  of  the  Poor  Law  Committee  ;  but 
if  there  is  any  thing  incomplete,  I  will  take  care  that  it  be  supplied.  As  to  the 
engagement  made  in  Chance's  case,  who  did  not  long  remain  at  the  factories,  it 
wat  made  with  some  manufacturer  at  Baccui),  in  Rochdale  ;  1  could  not  call  to 
mind  the  name  on  the  former  day. 

1 2829.  Chairman.']  Was  that  made  under  the  sanction  of  the  migration  agent, 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? — It  was  ;  but  we 
sent  an  agent. 

12830.  Was  not  that  a  private  concern  of  your  own? — Yes,  acting  on  behalf 
of  two  unions,  merely  to  form  the  engagements. 

12831.  Mr. /wfWew.]  In  the  return  you  have  sent  in  pursuance  of  the   order 

of 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AiMEXDMENT  ACT.     (1838.)  37 

of  the  18th  of  May,  I  see  the  name  of  Samuel  Chance,  wife  and  four  children,      George  Pcarse, 
in  183G  ;  there  is  not  tlie  date  fjiven  when  he  went,  or  the  ages  of  his  children;  E^q. 

can  that  information  be  siip[)lied  by  the  clerk  of  the  Woburn   Union  ? — I  tliink       ■ 

it  can  be  easily  procured.  3'  ^lay  '838. 

12832.  Will  you  endeavour  to  procure  that  information  relative  to  Chance  ? — 
When  I  go  into  the  country  I  will. 

1  2833.  I  find  another  person  of  the  name  of  William  Underwood,  with  a  wife 
and  six  children  ;  do  you  know  Underwood,  or  any  thing  about  his  children  ? — 
No,  he  is  a  Toddington  man  ;  I  remember  his  application  to  go. 

12834.  He  is  here  entered  as  one  who  returned  in  1836? — I  believe  he 
returned  ;  a  boy  belonging  to  our  parish  went  with  him,  and  he  returned  at  the 
same  time. 

12835.  You  are  not  able  to  speak  to  the  ages  of  any  of  his  children  ?— No. 

12836.  Can  you  furnish  that  information  to  the  Committee? — I  have  no 
doubt  I  can. 

12S37.  The  name  of  .James  Colo,  another  migrant,  is  mentioned  in  this 
return  ;  there  is  notliing  said  about  his  family  ;  but  he  has  not  returned  again  to 
the  parish  ;  do  you  know  any  thing  of  him  ? — I  think  he  is  an  orphan  ;  two  or 
three  orphans  accompanied  this  man  Underwood  when  he  migrated,  and  Cole 
was  one,  and  a  boy  of  the  name  of  Waters  was  another. 

12838.  Samuel  Waters?— Yes. 

1 2830.  AVere  there  any  otlier  accompanied  Underwood  r — I  think  there  was  a 
third,  but  I  do  not  recollect  his  name. 

12840.  Here  are  three  names,  John  Harris,  William  Hart  and  John  Sturman  ; 
do  you  know  whether  Harris,  Hart  or  Sturman  accompanied  Underwood  ? — I 
cannot  say. 

12841.  You  think  that  there  was  another  besides  Cole  and  Waters  who  did 
accompany  him  ? — I  think  so. 

12842.  Can  you  get  the  information  relative  to  Underwood,  and  those  children 
who  accompanied  him,  and  transmit  it  to  this  Committee? — I  have  no  doubt  I 
can  ;  the  clerk  will  procure  it. 

12843.  Were  those  children  orphans? — I  think  three  of  them  were. 

12844.  Do  you  know  that  those  orphans  have  returned  to  the  Union  of 
Woburn  ? — One  has. 

12845.  Which  of  them? — Waters. 

12846.  Do  you  know  Waters? — I  do. 

12847.  What  is  his  age? — I  think  he  is  about  16  or  17  ;  he  was  lately  in  the 
workhouse. 

12848.  Have  you  seen  him  since  he  returned  ? — I  saw  him  very  lately,  when 
he  was  in  the  workhouse. 

12849.  Did  he  tell  you  where  he  had  been,  and  how  he  had  been  employed, 
during  his  absence  from  Woburn  ? — Yes,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  infor- 
mation he  gave  me ;  though  he  is  a  Harlington  youth,  he  is  not  living  there. 

12850.  There  is  another  migrant  here  mentioned  of  the  name  of  Mar}-  Whit- 
bread  ;  do  you  know  Mary  Whitbread  ? — No,  I  do  not  recollect  her  ;  I  have  no 
douljt  that  I  have  seen  her  at  the  l)oard,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind. 

1  285 1 .  Do  you  know  whether  she  has  returned  to  the  union  again  : — 1  do  not 
know  myself;  the  return  to  tlie  order  states  those  who  have  returned. 

12852.  This  return  states  that  she  has  not? — Then  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
she  has  not. 

12853.  Do  you  know  the  ages  of  Mary  Whitbread's  children  ? — No. 

12854.  Can  that  information  be  procured? — If  it  is  comprehended  in  the 
order  to  tlie  clerk  it  will  be  answered. 

12S55.  Here  was  another  migrant  of  the  name  of  Ann  Odell ;  you  have 
before  stated  that  Ann  Odell  and  her  family  have  returned  to  the  union  ? — Yes. 

12856.  And  that  she  is  now  in  the  union  workhouse  as  nurse  ;  do  von  know 
the  names  and  ages  of  Ann  Odell's  cliiUlren  ? — 1  do  not. 

12857.  The  number  of  children  in  this  return  is  stated  to  have  been  six  at  the 
time  of  her  migration  ;  can  you  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  ages  that  those  children 
would  be  ?— Tlie  two  elder  ones,  I  should  think,  might  have  been  about  14  or 
lo  when  they  weut,  but  I  really  do  not  know  with  any  certainty  ;  but  when  she 
returned  she  was  received  into  the  workhouse,  and  the  two  elder  girls  have  been 
placed  out  in  service  since. 

439-  E  3  -i-  1285S.  How 
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George  Peane,  1 2858.  IIow  many  would  there  be  of  an  age  to  go  into  the  factories  when  they 

Esq.       '     went  into  the  north  ? — That  I  cannot  speak  to. 

12859.  Have  you  seen   those  chiklren?  —  I  have,  in  common   with    other 

31  May  1838.      chiklren  ;   I  do  not  know  them. 

12860.  There  being  six  chiWren,  there  must  be  two  or  three  of  them  at  least 
of  an  age  to  go  into  tlie  factories  ? — Yes. 

128C1.  And  there  might  have  been  four? — Yes. 

12862.  The  earnings  of  Ann  Odell  you  have  not  given  in  this  return  before 
she  went  into  the  north  ;  do  you  know  where  she  went  to  r— I  think  there  are 
some  letters  referring  to  her  particular  case,  and  from  her  employers ;  if  I  am 
allowed  to  look,  I  think  I  can  give  fuller  information ;  I  think  I  put  a  letter 
into  your  hands  yesterday  as  to  her  employment. 

12863.  Was  she  sent  to  Derby? — Yes,  to  Messrs.  Bridgett  k.  Co. 

12864.  Do  you  know  the  wages  she  received  for  her  family  ? — I  cannot  speak 
to  it.  I  perceive,  with  respect  to  Chance's  family,  it  is  stated  here  that  the 
contract  was  made  for  that  family  by  Mr.  Muggeridge,  and  that  it  was  for  1  /.  5s. 
per  week,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  Olding  Sc  Co.,  Baccup,  Lancashire.  It 
is  further  addt'd,  that  they  did  not  all  go  to  the  same  master. 

.    1 2865.  Have  you  had  information  that  they  were  separated  ? — I  do  not  remem- 
ber any  thing  about  it. 

12866.  What  were  Ann  Odell's  children  employed  on  before  she  migrated  to 
the  north  ? — I  do  not  know ;  but  looking  to  the  woman's  standing,  I  should 
think  she  brought  them  up  to  lace-making ;  she  herself  was  a  lace-maker.  I 
believe  tliat  the  parish  she  belonged  to  were  at  that  time  principally  lace-making; 
plaiting  is  of  modern  introduction. 

12867.  Do  you  know  on  what  employment  Mary  Whitbi'ead's  children  were 
engaged  before  she  went  to  the  north  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

12868.  Do  you  know  on  what  employment  William  Underwood's  children 
were  engaged  ? — Probably  plaiting ;  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty. 

1286c).  Can  j^ou  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the  employment  of  Chance's 
children  before  they  went  to  the  north  ? — Hedge-breaking ;  they  were  a  most 
miscliievous  family. 

12870.  They  could  not  earn  much  at  hedge-breaking  ? — I  do  not  know;  they 
got  their  supply  of  fuel  from  it. 

12871.  Could  they  sell  it? — No;  they  could  consume  it. 

12872.  Did  you  give  any  statement  of  these  migrants  to  the  parties  acting 
under  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  when  those  families  were  sent? — I  think 
not ;  I  do  not  think  thei-e  was  any  application ;  I  know  that  the  man  was 
employed  in  the  gravel-pit  at  the  time  by  the  surveyor;  he  was  a  very  ill- 
conditioned  man. 

12873.  Could  not  Samuel  Chance's  family  have  been  employed  at  straw- 
plaiting  ?— Yes. 

1 2874.  Why  were  they  not? — They  probably  were  occasionally,  but  they  were 
not  kept  to  it ;  I  have  mentioned  before  that  the  woman  was  a  very  bad 
manager. 

1287,5.  Did  you  think  that  by  getting  them  into  the  factories  in  the  north  you 
would  get  them  under  better  task-masters  ? — There  is  no  doubt  that  wo  did  very 
well  for  them ;  the  woman  came  home  in  order  to  induce  other  children  to  go 
back  with  her  ;  and  I  had  it  from  the  man,  that  up  to  a  certain  point  they  were 
doing  very  well,  and  the  children  were  put  to  school,  and  were  very  happy  and 
comfortable,  and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  they  returned ;  that  was  his 
information  to  me ;  I  met  him  on  the  road  as  he  was  returning. 

12876.  What  was  the  reason  for  his  returning  ? — Because  there  was  no  work ; 
the  mill  where  the  family  was  employed  has  been  stopped. 

12877.  I  find  that  the  income  of  Samuel  Chance  and  his  family  is  stated  in 
Mr.  Muooeridffe's  return  to  have  been  12 5.  6(^/.  a  week  before  their  migration, 
and  there  were  seven  in  the  family  ;  do  you  believe  that  to  be  true  .'' — It  very 
likely  was  that ;  but  I  should  think  that  included  the  sister  of  Samuel  Chance, 
who  was  an  adult,  or  nearly  so. 

12878.  What  could  Samuel  Chance  earn  himself  at  that  time  ?— Probably  not 
more  than  8«.  a  week. 

12879.  ^^  hat  would  the  five  children  earn,  and  the  wife  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  I 
mentioned  before  that  there  was  no  discipline  observed  at  home. 

12880.  WiUiam  Underwood,  I  find,  is  stated  in  Mr.  Muggeridge's  return  as 

having 
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having  a  family  of  eight,  six  of  them  children,  and  their  weekly  income  is  stated  George  Peane, 
at  14s. ;  do  you  know  whether  that  is  correct? — I  do  not.  Ksq. 

12881.  Ann  Odcll,  wliom  you  know,  is  in  Mr.  Muggeridge's  return  given  as 

a  family,  six  of  them  being  children,  and  their  income  was  28.  a  week;  do  you  3»  May  1838. 
know  whether  that  is  correct  ? — That  must  be  incorrect,  upon  the  very  face 

of  it. 

12882.  Mary  Whitbread,  in  Mr.  Muggeridge's  return,  is  given  as  being  a 
family  of  five,  four  of  them  children,  and  tlieir  weekly  income  is  .3».  6d.  a  week; 
do  you  think  that  is  correct  ? — I  am  sure  it  is  incorrect  in  those  cases ;  I  know 
that  parish  relief  was  given  to  a  considerable  extent. 

12883.  Do  you  believe  that  no  such  returns  as  those  have  been  made  by  the 
clerk  of  the  ^A'obuin  Union  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  he  may  have  received  orders  for 
returns  which  I  am  not  acquainted  with. 

1 2884.  But  here  is  a  return  to  this  Committee,  made  by  Mr.  Muggeridge, 
in  whicJi  those  items  are  inserted  opposite  those  names ;  do  you  believe  that 
Mr.  Muggeridge  has  made  a  return  such  as  was  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Wobuni  Union  or  not  ? —  I  really  cannot  say  on  what  data  this  return  was 
made. 

12885.  Mr.  Muggeridge  has  had  this  return,  he  states,  either  from  the  clerk 
of  the  board  of  guardians  or  from  some  of  the  parish  officers? — It  is  very  pos- 
sible tliat  our  clerk  may  have  furnished  information  with  wliich  I  mav  not  be 
acquainted. 

12886.  Chairman.']  Is  it  not  also  possible  that  the  parish  officers  mav  furnish 
information  with  which  you  are  not  acquainted  ? — Yes  ;  I  will  explain  how  the 
circumstances  of  those  families  may  be  known  ;  a  person  was  emploved  on 
belialf  of  the  Ampthill  and  W'oburn  Unions,  to  go  into  the  north  and  see  whether 
there  was  any  opening  for  the  employment  of  certain  families  there,  and  that 
person  gave  us  information ;  and  in  treating  with  the  employers  there,  it  is  very 
possible  that  he  may  have  given  some  statements  of  individual  families,  and  this 
may  have  arisen  from  that. 

12887.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Mr.  Langston  was  employed  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Ampthill  Union  and  the  ^Voburn  Union  to  go  down  into  the  north  ? — He  was; 
we  joined  the  Ampthill  Union  in  paying  his  expenses  of  going  down,  and 
appointed  him,  in  fact. 

12888.  Then  what  Mr.  Langston  did  he  did  under  the  inspection  and  super- 
intendence of  the  boards  of  guardians  of  the  two  unions  of  Ampthill  and  Woburn, 
did  he  not? — His  movements  had  the  sanction  of  those  boards. 

12880.  Nothing  that  was  done  by  Mr.  Langston  was  done  without  the 
approval  of  the  boards  of  guardians  ? — What  he  reported  to  our  board  met  with 
its  sanction. 

12890.  Therefore  no  blame  can  be  thrown  upon  Mr.  Langston,  if  any  blame 
be  necessary  to  be  thrown  upon  any  party?— I  am  not  aware  that  any  attached 
to  him  ;  he  performed  his  duty  very  well. 

12891.  From  the  evidence  you  have  given  before  this  Committee,  as  to  what 
children  can  earn  at  straw-plaiting,  do  you  think  the  board  of  guardians  of  the 
Woburn  Union  acted  with  kindness  towards  those  widows,  Whitbread  and  Odell, 
in  sending  them  from  the  Woburn  Union  to  the  north,  to  the  factories,  when 
employment  might  have  been  obtained  for  them  in  straw-plaiting  in  the  place 
where  they  resided? — I  nuist  confine  my  answer  to  one  family;  the  family  of 
the  Odell's  were  not  straw-plaiters,  and,  therefore,  they  would  not  have  the 
advantage  with  respect  to  family  earnings  that  those  brought  up  to  straw-plaiting 
would  have ;  and,  with  respect  to  Mrs.  ^^"hitbread,  there  is  no  proof  that  we 
acted  otherwise  than  kindly  to  her,  for  she  never  returned,  and  I  presume  that 
she  liked  her  engagement. 

12892.  But  upon  this  return  of  Mr.  Muggeridge,  there  is  a  statement  made 
that  the  income  of  that  family  was  2s.  6rf.  a  week;  have  you  not  been  making 
it  out  clearly  before  this  Committee,  that  a  family  of  the  number  of  Mary  Whit- 
bread and  her  children  might  earn  a  much  larger  sum  than  that  ? — Certainly 
they  would,  if  brought  up  to  the  straw-plaiting. 

12893.  In  the  straw-plait,  you  have  said,  there  is  always  an  abundance  of 
employment  ? — No  doubt. 

1 2894.  Could  not  those  families  have  turned  to  straw-plaiting,  instead  of  going 
to  the  factories  in  tlie  north  ';' — They  might  have  done  so,  if  it  had  been  the  will 
of  the  parent. 

439-  E4  -T-  12895.  But, 
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George  Peat se,  l28p.').  But,  instead  of  scttino-  thoni  to  straw-plaiting,  diil  you  tliiiik  it  vour 

■E**)-  duty  to  send  those  children  to  tlie  north,  and  to  send  an  agent  to  find  work  for 

~~       ~~       them  there? — We  thought,  certainl)',  that  we  were  forwarding  their  interest  in 

31  IN  a^  1  3  .      s,i^,j,(jij,o-  them;  we  did  not,  in  any  case,  send  them  without  obtaining  an  ongao-e- 

ment  for  tliem  beforehand,  and  i)ro\  iding  U)\-  tlieir  comfort,  which,  a^ain,  would 

be  attended  to  by  the  migration  agent  on  the  spot. 

liSqt).  You  have  taken  care  that  the  attention  which  you  provided  should  be 
paid  to  them,  was  paid  to  them  ? — We  have  had  occasional  reports  of  tliose 
families  falling  into  distress  and  sickness,  and  we  have  continually  sent  relief 
down,  when  any  little  emergency  has  occurred. 

12S()7.  But  you  have  been  proving  before  this  Committee,  that  the  children 
employed  upon  straw-plaiting  in  the  Woburn  Union  can  earn  much  hio-her 
wages  than  the  children  can  obtain  in  the  nortli  ? — I  really  cannot  speak  to  the 
earnings  obtained  by  the  childreu  in  tlie  nortli  ;  I  can  speak  better  to  the  earn- 
ings of  children  employed  in  the  straw-plaiting. 

1  28()8.  But  the  returns  whicli  have  been  asked  for  of  the  engagements  made 
for  those  children  will  speak  to  that,  if  you  cannot  ? — No  douljt  of  it ;  and  I  stated 
that  in  Samuel  Cliance's  case  the  engagement  was  made  by  the  migration  agent, 
Mr.  Mnooeridae. 

1 28gQ.  A^'as  there  a  contract  made  in  every  case  ? — I  believe  in  every  case  in 
which  assistance  was  given  by  the  board. 

1  2(joo.  And  a  sum  was  put  dowai  tliat  the  children  would  receive  as  wages 
under  those  contracts  ? — Yes,  and  tlie  prospect  they  had  of  improvement. 

12901.  If  it  should  so  turn  out  that  the  sums  they  were  engaged  at  under 
those  contracts  made  by  the  board  witli  the  agents  in  the  north,  the  M-ages  they 
were  to  receive  were  less  a  great  deal  than  you  have  been  saying  might  be 
earned  by  straw-plaiting  in  the  Woburn  Union,  do  you  still  think  you  have  been 
acting  with  kindness  to  those  families  ? — That  depends  upon  whether  they  were 
brought  up  to  the  straw-plaiting;  the  straw-plait  has  been  spreading  through 
the  countiy,  but  it  has  not  reached  all  parts,  and  people  cannot  change  their 
hands  immediately  from  one  employment  to  another ;  it  would  take  sometime 
to  obtain  good  earnings  at  the  straw-plait. 

12902.  Had  they  been  trained  to  factory  labour  in  the  north,  when  they  left 
the  Woburn  Union  ? — No ;  but  I  suppose  that  is  a  more  mechanical  labour. 

1 2903.  Do  you  suj)pose  it  is  easier  to  learn  than  the  straw-plait  ? — I  am  not 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  labour  there. 

12904.  But  you  are  acquainted  vith  the  straw-plaiting? — Yes. 

1 2905.  And  you  have  given  the  wages  that  children  of  difterent  ages  can  earn 
at  straw-])laiting,  from  the  calculations  you  have  made,  and  the  information  you 
have  obtained  ? — Yqh,  from  information  I  have  ol)tained. 

12906.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of  that  information? — No,  I  have  no 
doubt. 

1 25)07.  Then,' if  it  should  turn  oat  that  tliose  wages  are  higher  than  thej-  can 
earn  in  ihe  north,  do  you  think  you  acted  with  kindness  to  tliose  widows  and 
their  children?- -If  it  can  be  shown  that  their  situation  has  been  made  worse,  of 
course,  it  would  be  a  natural  inference  that  we  had  not  acted  kindly  towards 
them . 

12908.  Chairvian.'l  You  were  asked  whether  you  acted  kindly  towards  those 
widows  and  their  children,  if,  while  the  price  of  straw-plaiting  gave  them  an 
eniplovment  which  was  more  valuable  in  Bedfordshire  than  that  which  they  were 
likely  to  obtain  in  the  nortli,  you  induced  them  to  remove  to  the  north;  were 
those  parties,  any  of  them,  removed  against  their  inclination  ? — Not  one,  that  I 
am  aware  of. 

12909.  AVere  they,  all  of  them,  removed,  knowing  the  conditions  upon  which 
tliev  were  to  go  into  the  north,  and  the  wages  that  they  were  tliere  to  receive  ? 
— They  all  of  them  knew  their  prospect  before  going. 

12910.  Were  the  terms  of  those  contracts  explained  to  all  the  migrants  before 
they  left  Bedfordshire  ? — Undoubtedly. 

1291  1 .  Were  any  of  them  removed  compulsorily,  or  against  their  inclination  ? 
— I  am  not  aware  of  an  instance,  and  I  should  not  have  expected  such  a  thing. 

12912.  If,  therefore,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  terms  into  which  they 
entered  in  the  north,  they  voluntarily  chose  to  remove  from  Bedfordshire  into 
the  north,  what  could  have  been  their  inducement  to  do  so? — I  suppose  the 
temptation  of  better  wages,  of  an  improvement  in  their  circumstances. 

12913.  You 


ON  THE  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT.     (1838.)  41 

I2qi3.  You  have  stated  the  earnings  which  families  of  this  description  may      Gejrge  Peane, 
make  at  straw-plaiting;  you  liave  supposed  in  those  statements  that  the  families  ^-l- 

are  regularly  employed  at  that  occupation,  for  a  certain  number  of  days,  have  ~       "" 

you  not  ? — -I  have. 

12914.  If  therefore,  in  the  case  of  those  migrants,  the  family  should  not  have 
been  instructed  in  straw-plaiting,  or,  from  their  indolence  or  idleness  or  inat- 
tention to  work,  they  should  not  make  the  usual  wages  in  straw-plaiting,  the 
income  arising  from  that  occupation  would  not  be  that  which  you  have  con- 
templated ? — Certainly  not. 

12915.  May  it  not  happen  in  many  of  those  instances,  that  the  families 
may  not  have  been  instructed  in  straw-plaiting,  or  that,  from  idle  or  indolent 
habits,  whether  from  dependence  upon  parochial  relief  or  from  other  circum- 
stances, thev  may  not  have  been  accustomed  to  devote  themselves  diligently  and 
steadily  to  that  occupation  ? — I  believe  that  to  be  the  case. 

12916.  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  case  in  those  instances  ? — I  think  it  to  be 
the  case  in  Whitbrcad's  and  Odell's  families. 

12917.  Do  you  believe  also  this,  that  the  removing  not  being  compulsorj-,  the 
parties  having  before  them  the  statement  of  the  wages  they  were  to  receive  in 
the  north,  if  at  the  time  they  saw  the  statement,  they  were  in  fact  earning  better 
wages  in  the  south  and  at  their  homes,  they  would  have  gone  to  the  north  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

I2()i8.  Then  supposing  your  estimate  of  the  value  of  straw-plaiting  to  give 
them  better  wages  than  according  to  the  contracts  they  would  have  obtained  in 
the  north,  must  we  not  presume  in  those  cases  either  that  the  parties  were  not 
instructed  in  straw-plaiting,  or  that  tliey  were  not  in  the  habit  of  diligently 
following  that  occupation  ? — It  is  the  natural  inference. 

12919.  Mr.  Freshfield.']  Would  it  not  be  also  a  consideration,  that  in  migrating 
they  obtained  certain  fixed  wages  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  Ihey  did  in  every 
engagement. 

12920.  You  contracted  for  that  ? — Yes. 

12921.  And  therefore  they  did  not  go  to  the  north  with  the  certainty  of 
obtaining  wages? — There  was  a  positive  amount. 

12922.  Mr.  FieUlen.']  You  have  said  that  no  migrants  were  sent  from  the 
Woburn  Union  without  their  consent ;  how  was  that  consent  obtained  ? — I 
suppose  by  application  to  the  parties  themselves,  or  by  some  of  the  parties 
volunteering,  as  in  the  case  of  the  orphan  children  at  Toddington  ;  I  suppose  they 
volunteered  to  go  with  Underwood  ;  I  know  in  the  case  of  Waters  it  was  so. 

12923.  You  say  application  by  the  parties  themselves ;  what  parties  do  you 
mean  ? — Upon  the  otter  being  made  to  them,  and  their  acquiescing. 

12924.  Have  any  threats  ever  been  held  out  to  any  families,  widows  having 
children,  that  if  they  did  not  migrate  from  the  union  to  the  north,  they  should 
be  denied  parish  relief? — I  am  not  aware  of  such  a  circumstance  in  our  union. 

12925.  Are  you  quite  certain  that  it  has  not  been  said  to  those  families,  that 
their  relief  would  either  be  abridged  or  withdrawn,  if  they  did  not  go  to  the 
factories  in  the  north  ? — I  cannot  be  certain  of  any  such  thing ;  I  cannot  tell 
what  overseers  may  have  done,  or  what  others  may  have  taken  upon  themselves 
to  say. 

12926.  You  cannot  tell  what  relieving  officers  may  have  said? — No,  not 
behind  my  back. 

12927.  Chairman.]  Have  any  such  instructions  been  given  bv  the  board  of 
guardians  of  the  Woburn  Union  to  the  relieving  officer  or  any  other  officer  ?— 
Certainly  not ;  I  am  not  aware  of  any,  and  it  would  not  have  been  done  by  my 
authority. 

12928.  Mr.  Fielden.]  You  have  sent  up  a  letter,  pursuant  to  the  returns  which 
have  been  ordered,  which  is  dated  Woburn,  17th  of  September  1835,  and  this 
letter  I  will  now  read  to  the  Committee  :  "  Sir  ;  I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  vou, 
that  I  was  at  Ampthill  to-day,  when  a  resolution  was  come  to  "by  the  board  of 
guardians  there,  to  send  a  person  into  the  manufacturing  districts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  by  inquiries  amongst  the  uianufacturers,  what  number  of 
hands  could  find  employment  if  sent  down  ;  and  also  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  a  person  in  each  town  or  district  to  be  a  sort  of  agent,  who  could'inform 
the  board  when  to  send  down  people,  to  receive  the  people  when  sent  down,  and 
to  speak  to  them  in  the  way,  and  to  get  work,  for  which  to  be  paid  so  much  per 
head  upon  those  that  got  into  work.     From  representations  made  by  Mr.  Beard. 

439-  F  4-  *         I  think 


George  Peaise, 
Esq. 
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I  think  groat  good  may  come  out  of  it,  and  I  therefore  took  upon  myself  to  say, 
that  although  I  could  not  pledge  the  V/oburn  board,  yet  I  felt  assured  our  board 

would  like  to  join  Amy)thill  in  this  instance,  and  would  be  willing  to  pay  a  share 

:)i  May  J838.  of  the  expense  of  sending  a  person,  in  order  to  participate  in  the  information 
and  the  arrangements  that  might  be  made  with  any  one  who  undertakes  the 
agency.  Of  course  the  Woburn  board  will  follow  their  own  view  of  tiie  matter, 
as  they  are  not  committed  by  any  tiling  I  liave  said.  The  understivnding  with 
the  Ampthill  board  is,  that  if  Woburn  goes  share  in  expense,  it  is  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  information  and  so  forth  with  themselves.  It  is  evident  that 
if  people  are  sent  down,  they  ought  not  to  be  turned  adrift  in  the  streets  of 
Manchester,  as  was  the  case  with  some  poor  creatures  who  were  sent  out  of 
Bucks.  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  you  what  passed,  and  remain 
your  most  faithful  servant,  Thomas  Bennett."  This  letter  is  addressed  to  George 
Pearse,  esquire,  Harlington  ? — Yes,  and  it  was  a  private  communication. 

12929.  Did  you  receive  that  communication  from  Mr.  Bennett? — I  did. 

12930.  What  answer  did  you  return  to  that  letter? — No  written  answei*. 

12931.  Was  any  answer  returned  to  that,  except  by  the  board  of  guardians 
of  the  Woburn  Union  ? — We  acquiesced  in  the  arrangement.  Mr.  Bennett  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  guardians  of  Woburn  ;  he  is  the  steward  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedford. 

12932.  Mr.  Bennett  is  the  gentleman  who  has  given  evidence  before  tins 
Committee  ? — He  is. 

1 2933.  Will  you  read  the  answer  returned  to  this  letter  by  the  board  ? — There 
is  no  answer  to  that  letter,  but  there  is  a  letter  from  the  board  on  the  subject, 
which  I  will  read  :  "  I  am  instructed  by  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  union,  to 
inform  you  that  they  agree  to  the  offer  of  the  Ampthill  board,  to  allow  them  to 
participate  in  the  advantages  of  the  information  you  are  going  to  obtain,  and 
in  the  arrangements  you  make  as  to  appointing  an  agent  for  a  certain  district, 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  migration  of  agricultural  labourers  and  their 
families.  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  William  Cole,  clerk  of  the  union." 
This  is  addressed  to  Mr.  John  Langston,  Cranfield;  it  is  dated  21st  September 
1835,  from  Aspley,  the  residence  of  the  clerk. 

12934.  What  did  you  do  with  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bennett?— I  dare  say  I 
submitted  it  to  the  board  ;  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  did  at  the  time. 

1 2935.  Was  an  answer  returned  to  this  letter  ? — I  find  another  letter  addressed 
to  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  Ampthill  Union,  which  will  at  once  meet  the 
question  :  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  this  board  are  willing 
to  share  in  the  expenses  about  to  be  incurred  by  the  Ampthill  Board,  in  sending 
Mr.  John  Langston  into  the  manufacturing  districts  to  collect  information 
respecting  the  migration  of  agricultural  labourers,  and,  if  necessary,  to  appoint 
an  agent  for  receiving  the  same,  this  union  being  allowed  to  participate  in  the 
advantages  likely  to  accrue  from  such  information.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  William  Cole,  clerk  of  the  union."  This  is 
addressed  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  Ampthill  Union,  from  Aspley,  the 
22d  September  1835. 

12936.  Does  that,  in  your  opinion,  constitute  an  alliance  between  the  board 
of  guardians  of  the  Ampthill  Union  and  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  Woburn 
Ihiion,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  migration? — This  person  was  the  joint 
agent  of  the  two  imions  ;  so  far  it  does  ;  and  this  man  afterwards  obtained  infor- 
mation as  to  families  suitable  to  be  sent  down  by  the  two  unions,  and  obtained 
engagements  for  them,  and  treated  with  the  manufacturers,  and  finally  those 
engagements  met  the  sanction  of  the  migration  agent,  and  a  formal  agreement 
was  entered  into. 

12937.  Mr.  Walker.]  Was  not  this  date  before  the  appointment  of  the  migra- 
tion agent  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

12938.  Were  not  the  labourers  anxious,  at  that  time,  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  employment  offered  by  the  manufacturers  ? — In  many  cases ;  in  my  own 
parish  a  man  was  most  anxious  to  go. 

12939.  Can  you  state  whether  the  labourers  themselves  ever  employed  any 
agent  for  that  purpose  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  of  that ;  it  was  not  likely  ;  they 
had  no  local  knowledge. 

12940.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Were  the  two  unions  united,  and  did  they  enter  into  an 
engagement  to  act  with  each  other  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  migration  to 

the 
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the  north?— No  ;   Mr.  Langston  was  a  .sort  of  volunteer  in  the  business,  and  1      George  I'eane^ 
beheve  he  undertook  it  on  the  promise  of  being  paid  his  e.xpenses  ;  but  we  ^^'i- 

thought  he  had  done  his  duty  very  well,  and  we  gave  him  10  /.  additional,  and  I  ^^^^ 

believe  the  l)oard  of  Ampthill  did  the  sam(!. 

12941.  Have  you  not  just  read  a  letter  from  the  Woburn  board  of  guardians 
to  the  Ampthillboard  of  guardians,  and  another  letter  from  the  Ampthill  board 
of  guardians  to  the  Woburn  board  of  guardians,  in  whieh  you  enter  into  a 
compact  to  promote  migration  to  the  north  ?— We  offer  to  join  in  the  expenses 
incurred  by  this  person  ;  he  was  a  mutual  agent. 

12942.  C/tairmaji.]  Was  this  person  sent  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  procure 
information  as  to  the  quantity  of  employment  in  the  north  ?  —For  no  other 
purpose  that  I  am  aware  of. 

12943.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Did  the  two  boards  of  guardians  enter  into  a  compact  to 
promote  migration  to  the  north  r — I  have  gone  to  the  e.xtent  of  the  com\ydCt ;  1 
believe  there  was  no  other  correspondence  or  communication. 

12944.  Does  that  correspondence,  if  there  be  no  other,  constitute  an  agree- 
ment between  the  two  unions  ?— For  that  mutual  purjjose. 

12945.  Have  you  acted  in  conformity  with  each  other  with  regard  to  the 
families  of  migrants  who  have  gone  to  the  factories  ?~We  have  not  communi- 
cated on  the  subject  since,  I  think. 

12946.  Do  you  know,  or  do  you  not  know,  whether  relief  has  been  given  on 
condition  that  the  families  should  go  to  the  north  in  the  Woburn  Union?— I  do 
not  think  that  has  been  the  condition  of  relief  in  thc^  Woburn  Union. 

12947.  Are  you  sure  that  no  threats  have  been  held  out  to  the  parties  who 
have  been  sent  "to  the  north,  that  their  relief  would  be  stopped  unless  they  went? 
— I  speak  my  own  conviction,  that  that  has  not  been  the  case. 

1 2948.  Would  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Woburn  board  of  guardians 
show  whether  that  has  been  so  or  not? — I  think,  if  that  had  been  the  case,  if  any 
general  instruction  had  been  given  to  the  relieving  officer  to  make  that  a  condition 
of  relief,  or  if  such  a  circumstance  had  occurred  at  the  board,  the  minutes  would 
show  that. 

1 2949.  In  the  application-book  which  you  have  of  parties  applying  for  relief, 
you  record  the  reasons  why  relief  is  withheld,  if  it  is  withheld,  in  any  case,  do 
you  not  ? — We  do  so ;  at  the  first  formation  of  the  board,  perhaps,  things  were 
not  recorded  with  the  same  regularity  that  they  are  now. 

12950.  Were  they  so  recorded  in  the  j^ear  1835,  when  this  migi-ation  scheme 
commenced  ? — The  board  was  only  formed  in  May  1835. 

12951.  And  on  the  17th  of  September  this  correspondence  commenced;  do 
you  know  whether  a])])lioations  were  received  and  recorded  in  the  same  w  ay  then 
as  they  are  now  ? — I  believe  not  in  the  same  way. 

12952.  But  if  any  refusal  of  relief  had  been  made  to  any  who  objected  to 
go  into  the  north,  would  that  be  recorded?— The  refusal  of  relief  would  be 
recorded. 

12953.  And  the  grounds  of  refusal  would  be  recorded  ?— It  might  be  ;  I  think 
so;  I  mean  to  say,  that  we  are  more  accurate-now  than  we  were  then. 

12954.  Chairman.}  Were  the  grounds  of  refusing  always  recorded? — 
Generally. 

12955.  Mr.  FieUlen.]  Were  the  families  of  Chance  and  Odell  and  Whilbread 
receiving  relief  in  1835  ? — They  were  dependent  more  or  less  upon  their  parishes. 
As  regards  Chance,  I  am  not  sure  that  he  had  parish  relief,  exct^pt  I)y  his  being 
employed  by  the  surveyor  in  digging  gravel. 

12956.  Was  he  at  tliat  time  working  for  the  parish? — I  believe  he  was. 

12957.  Would  30U  not  call  that  relief?- He  was  an  independent  labourer, 
employed  by  the  surveyor,  preparing  materials  for  the  use  of  the  road. 

12958.  Working  at  wages  for  the  parish  ?— I  think  he  was. 

12959.  Would  you  enter  in  your  expenditure  the  sum  he  received? — Yes  J 
tliat  would  appear  "in  the  account'kept  by  the  surveyor  of  the  roads. 

i2()6o.  Would  it  enter  into  the  account  of  relief  to  different  individuals  ?— No. 
12q6i.  Chuiri/iati.]   Does  it  come  out  of  the  poor-rate? — No. 

12962.  Mr.  Fieldcn.]  From  the  letter  which  you  have  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  Committee,  I  see  the  name  of  a  person  who  migrated,  Thomas  Shaw,  who  had 
a  family ;  do  you  know  any  thing  of  him  ?—  I  do  not  know  the  person  at  all. 

12963.  Do  you  know  when  he  left  the  Woburn  Union,  or  where  he  went  to? 
— I  can  give  you  no  particulars ;  I  neither  know  the  person,  nor  the  name. 

439.  F  2  -i-  1  2064.  Do 
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Ceor^  Pcarse,         12964.  Do  yoii  know  whether  he  went  by  the  advice  of  the  board,  or  any  of 
'^^l'  the  parish  officers  of  the  Woburn  Union  ? — I  cannot  say. 

7  1296,5.  Who  can  give  that  information? — I  may  be  able  to  obtain  it  for  you 

31  ft  ay  1  3  .      ypQjj  inquiiy.      I  really  do  not  know  whom  to  name  at  this  moment. 

12966.  Have  you  relieved  Thomas  Shaw  and  his  family  since  they  went  into 
the  north  ? — I  do  not  remember  any  ap[)lication  from  Thomas  Sliaw. 

12967.  Can  that  inlbrmation  be  obtained  from  some  source  whether  he  went 
under  the  sanction  of  the  board  or  voluntarily  ? — It  can. 

12968.  Will  you  give  that  information  to  the  Committee? — Perhaps  it  had 
better  be  appended  to  tlie  order  to  the  clerk. 

12969.  Here  I  find  a  letter  addressed,  "To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  W^oburn  Union,  Bedfordshire  ;"  and  these  are  its 
contents :  "  I  have  been  applied  to  by  a  family  living  in  my  parish,  to  write  to 
you  in  their  behalf;  I  have  personally  inspected  their  house,  and  found  them  to 
be  in  a  wretched  state.  The  fatlier,  Thomas  Shaw,  is  a  cripple  ;  they  have  three 
children ;  a  girl  1 5  has  been  formerly  overworked  in  the  factories,  and  has 
become  lame  :  the  boy  earns  7  s.  per  week  ;  the  third  is  too  young  to  work  ;  the 
mother  can  seldom  get  any  thing  to  do ;  they  live  in  a  house  over  a  stable  ;  they 
have  no  bed.  They  wished  me  to  write  to  ask  you  to  remit  them  some  relief  for 
a  short  time,  in  the  hopes  that  by  that  means  they  may  struggle  through  the 
girl's  sickness,  and  when  she  is  in  work  they  can  live.  If  the}'  apply  to  our 
authorities,  tliey  will  immediately  return  them,  literally  good  for  nothing  in  your 
part  of  the  country,  on  your  hands.  Desiring  that  you  will  exercise  your  own 
judgment  in  the  matter,  1  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  Douglas  Cooper, 
curate  of  the  parish  church.  Waiting  an  early  reply,  I  shall  not,  till  I  hear,  take 
any  steps  for  their  removal."  This  letter  is  dated  Salford,  April  12,  1838.  Do 
you  know  any  thing  of  tliis  Thomas  Shaw  ? — I  do  not,  except  what  that  letter 
conveys;  I  was  not  aware  of  the  contents  of  that  letter  when  I  put  it  into  your 
hands  yesterday  ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  sorry  that  it  has  been  brought  forward.  The 
difficulty  was  when  we  received  tliat  letter  to  make  out  whether  the  man  belonged 
to  the  union  or  not ;  nobody  seemed  to  know  any  thing  about  him  ;  and  I  believe 
that  he  had  no  assistance  from  the  parish  in  migrating ;  that  he  was  a  voluntary 
migrant ;  and  we  sent  assistance,  a  sovereign  was  sent  to  him  ;  a  post-office  order 
for  20,?.  was  sent  to  him  ;  and  I  think  you  will  find  a  return  of  that  in  the  corre- 
spondence. It  was  mentioned  that  lie  belonged  to  the  Woburn  Union,  but  the 
difficulty  was  to  identify  him. 

12970.  Chairman.]  Otherwise  if  he  had  migrated  under  the  sanction  of  the 
board,  and  had  not  been  a  voluntary  migrant,  there  would  have  been  some  trace 
of  him  in  your  books  ? — Certainly,  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  trace  of  him  is 
to  be  found. 

12971.  But  upon  receiving  that  letter  there  was  some  assistance  sent  him? 
—Yes. 

1 2972.  Why  did  you  give  him  assistance  ? — Because  we  subsequently  ascer- 
tained that  he  belonged  to  W^oburn. 

12973.  Mr.  Fielden-I  There  is  an  account  in  these  returns  of  the  sum  that  has 
been  sent  to  Shaw,  the  sum  of  1  /. ;  do  you  know  that  to  be  so? — It  was  so  ;  it 
was  so  ordered  by  the  board. 

1 2974.  Though  you  know  that  Shaw  has  been  relieved  by  the  Woburn  board 
to  the  amount  of  Ij/.,  you  do  not  know  any  thing  either  of  him  or  his  family? — 
I  do  not  know  beydnd  what  that  letter  conveys,  and  I  was  not  aware  of  that 
letter  at  first,  when  I  said  that  I  did  not  know  any  thing  of  the  name  of  Shaw  ; 
I  did  not  call  to  mind  the  circumstance. 

12975.  Chairman.']  Were  you  present  when  that  letter  was  read  at  the  board 
of  guardians  ? — I  was. 

12976.  Did  any  of  the  board  appear  to  recollect  that  he  had  been  sent  by  the 
assistance  of  the  board  to  the  north  ? — No  ;  inquiry  was  immediately  made,  and 
we  learnt  from  a  resident  in  Woburn,  that  this  man  did  belong  to  the  parish ;  he 
was  identified,  in  short. 

12977.  But  there  was  no  trace  in  your  books,  or  in  the  recollection  of  any 
body,  that  he  had  been  sent  by  the  assistance  of  the  board  of  guardians  ? — It 
was  not  called  to  mind  at  the  moment. 

12978.  In  consequence  of  what  passed,  do  you  believe  that  this  man  was  a 
voluntary  migrani,  migrating  without  assistance  of  the  board? — I  believe  that 
he  was. 

12979.  Mr. 
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12979.  Mr.  Fielden.]   What  reason  have  you  to  believe  that?  -Because  I  wa.s      Gforge  Pearse, 
not  aware  of  any  assistance  having  been  afforded  him.  *''' 

12980.  Might  not  assistance  have  been  afforded  him  without  your  knowledge?  ..     T7g 
—  Not  at  the  board.                                                                                                               '^       ay     3  , 

12981.  Mr.  Wallce?-.]  When  did  he  migrate? — I  do  not  know  if  his  name  is 
not  amongst  those  stated  as  having  migrated ;  I  am  quite  convinced  that  he 
is  a  voluntary  migrant,  and  that  he  migrated  years  before  tjie  board  was 
formed. 

12982.  Chairman.]  His  name  is  not  in  the  list? — Then  I  am  satisfied  that  he 
was  not  sent  by  the  l)oard. 

12983.  Mr.  Fielden.'}  Does  the  return  embrace  the  names  of  all  the  migrants 
that  have  gone  into  the  north  imder  the  sanction  of  tin;  board  ? — I  believe  so. 

12984.  And  you  believe  that  no  other  families  than  those  here  named  have 
gone  to  the  north  with  the  assistance  or  under  the  advice  or  recommendation, 
either  direct  or  indirect,  of  the  Woburn  board  ? — 1  cannot  call  to  mind  an 
instance  of  it. 

12985.  Do  you  know  any  families  that  have  gone  of  their  own  accord,  that 
you  can  name  ? — I  have  said,  I  believe,  that  I  know  of  none  who  have  gone 
without  the  sanction  of  the  board,  with  the  exception  of  Coleman ;  he  was  a 
baker,  living  in  Woburn,  and  he  migrated  voluntarily,  but  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  seeking  work  among  the  manufacturers  or  not,  I  do  not  know  ;  what 
his  employment  was  I  do  not  know,  but  he  returned  in  great  distress  some  time 
since  to  our  workiiouse. 

12986.  Do  you  know  where  he  was  employed  ? — I  think  there  is  a  letter  in 
that  correspondence  with  reference  to  his  case,  which  would  show  where  he  went. 
{The  Witness  examined  the  papers.)  I  perceive  very  full  information  given  in 
this  paper,  with  reference  to  the  orpiians  who  migrated  with  Underwood  :  "  The 
sum  of  17  Z.  Os.  Gd.  incurred  in  the  migration  of  William  Underwood  and  family, 
Joseph  Sturman,  Thomas  Hart,  James  Cole  and  John  Harris,  orphans,  of  the 
parish  of  Toddington,  was  also  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  relieving  officer,  and 
15s.  lid.  on  account  of  the  parish  of  Harlington,  for  the  expense  incurred  in 
the  migration  of  Samuel  Waters."  So  that  there  were  more  than  three  orphans 
who  accompanied  Underwood. 

12987.  Do  you  find  a  letter  relative  to  Coleman  ? — This  is  a  letter  relating  to 
Thomas  Coleman,  dated  from  Manchester :  "  I  was  applied  to,  on  the  26th 
instant,  by  a  man  named  Thomas  Coleman,  who,  with  his  wife  and  four  children, 
migrated  from  Woburn  some  months  since  to  Derby.  They  were  employed  in 
a  silk  mill  until  it  was  broken  up,  and  all  the  family  had  to  get  employment 
elsewhere.  Coleman  has  arrived  here ;  and  I  now  enclose,  whereby  you  will 
see  I  have  got  his  children  work ;  he  is  in  a  very  destitute  state ;  they  earnestly 
request  the  parish  to  advance  a  few  shillings  on  loan,  which  he  will  repay  out  of 
his  weekly  earnings.  The  case  demands  the  immediate  attention  of  the  board  of 
guardians,  to  whom  I  beg  you  will  submit  it.  I  have  advanced  a  few  shillings, 
to  keep  his  family  from  starving,  imtil  he  receives  their  weekly  earnings  ;  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  they  have  neither  bed  nor  bedding,  which  is  truly  lamentable 
at  this  inclement  season.  Have  the  goodness  to  address  your  letter  to  me  under 
cover  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,  Charles 
Thompson,  Assistant  Migration  Agent."  Addressed  to  the  clerk  of  the  Woburn 
Union,  from  Manchester,  the  28th  of  December  1836. 

12988.  That  person  you  say  was  a  baker  before  he  migrated  ? — He  was. 

12989.  Did  he  find  it  difliicult  to  get  a  livelihood  in  his  trade  of  baking?— I 
do  not  know. 

1 2990.  Do  you  know  that  he  received  any  relief  from  the  parish  ? — He  had 
at  various  times  received  relief  from  Woburn  parish  ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  was 
in  the  receipt  of  any  at  the  time  that  he  left ;  and  I  cannot  say  whether  he  has 
had  any  relief  since  the  formation  of  the  board. 

..    12991.  Vou  do  not    believe  that  any  inducement  was  held  out  to  him  to 
migrate  to  the  north  ? — 1  am  persuaded  that  there  was  none. 

12992.  It  was  entirely  voluntary  on  his  part? — It  was;  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  parishioners  of  Woburn  might  have  given  him  assistance. 

12993.  Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Elizabeth  Bowler,  a  widow  ? — 
I  do  not ;  I  cannot  recollect  the  name. 

12994.  Chuirnian.']  At  the  time  when  you  were  encouraging  this  migration, 
if  a  party  applied  to  you,  and  you  offered  to  send  the  families  to  the  factories,  if 

439.  F  3  -t-  they 
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George  Pcarse,     they  notwithstanding  remained  in  tlie  union,  would  their  not  having  gone  be 
l^^l-  any  ground  for  denying  reUef  ? — Certainly  not ;  I  eould  give  an  instanee  of  that : 

A  man  of  the  name  of  John  Chandler,  of  the  parish  of  Harlington,  was  very 

31  May  1  3  .  anxious  indeed  to  migrate  with  his  family  ;  we  should  have  given  some  encou- 
ragement to  him,  but  a  heavy  subscrij)tiou  liad  been  raised  just  before  for 
Samuel  Chance,  and  moreover  we  wished  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  experience 
before  we  assisted  Chandler  to  go ;  but  subsequently  to  that  application  that 
man  has  received  relief  from  the  board,  though  In;  did  not  go. 

12995.  Mr.  Fieldcn.']  It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Bennett,  in  his  letter,  that  care 
sliould  be  taken  that  those  migrants  who  went  to  the  factories  should  be  properly 
taken  care  of;  what  have  you  done  to  see  that  those  who  left  the  A\'ol)urn  Union 
have  been  properly  taken  care  of  in  their  new  residences  ? — I  rather  think, 
latterly,  that  was  undertaken  by  the  migration  agent ;  I  cannot  say  how,  whether 
by  the  migration  agent,  or  whether,  being  at  once  consigned  to  the  employer, 
that  was  done. 

1  2q9fi.  Did  you  take  any  further  care,  after  they  had  left  the  parish  to  which 
they  belonged,  in  order  to  know  that  those  families  were  properly  taken  care  of? 
—  Of  course  we  expected  to  have  communication  with  them. 

12997.  Have  you  had  communication  with  those  that  have  gone  and  remained 
there  ? — Their  friends  have ;  I  do  not  know  that  the  board  have  comnmnicated 
with  them. 

12998.  Chairman.']  The  board  would  have  received  any  application  from  any 
of  those  parties  ? — Yes  ;  and  when  removed  from  us,  assistance  was  occasionally 
sent  to  them  in  case  of  any  emergency ;  there  are  several  instances  of  remit- 
tances. 

1 2999.  Mr.  Fielden.']  Mr.  Bennett  having  stated  that  a  family  from  Bucks  had 
been  turned  adrift  in  the  streets  of  Manchester,  did  you  not  think  it  necessary  to 
see  that  parties  arrived  at  their  destination,  and  that  they  were  taken  proper  care 
of? — You  will  see,  by  our  corresj)ondence  with  Mr.  Langston,  our  anxiety  upon 
that  subject,  and  that  was  our  very  object  in  sending  Mr.  Langston. 

13000.  Do  not  your  returns  state  that  Mr.  Langston  was  employed  to  look 
out  for  situations  for  them  ? — Yes. 

13001.  Was  he  to  provide  for  their  subsequent  treatment? — He  was  to  pro- 
vide for  their  first  reception ;  afterwards  there  was  a  migration  agent,  who  reported 
their  cases  from  time  to  time ;  Mr.  Muggeridge  did  in  several  cases. 

13002.  Chairman.']  If  any  parties  had  fallen  into  distress,  would  there  have 
been  any  difficulty  in  their  making  ajjplication  to  the  board  ? — Repeated  appli- 
cations were  made,  and  assistance  was  given. 

13003.  And  if  the  migration  agent  observed  that  any  of  them  were  in  distress, 
would  there  have  been  any  difficulty  in  his  corresponding  with  the  board  ? — This 
correspondence  proves  that  there  were  communications  of  that  sort. 

1 3004.  It  proves  that  you  did  keep  up  a  communication  with  the  parties  who 
went  to  the  north  ? — Yes. 

1300,5.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Do  you  know  that  there  is  any  migration  agent  esta- 
blished at  Derby,  where  one  of  your  families  went  ? — I  do  not. 

13006.  Do  you  not  know  that  there  is  no  migration  agent  in  Lancashire,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Muggeridge,  or  some  one  wlio  assists  him  at  the  office  where 
he  is  stationed  at  Manchester? — Mr.  Langston  arranged  with  some  acquaint- 
ances of  his  at  Derby,  and  other  places,  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  those  people^ 
and  to  provide  for  them ;  I  cannot,  off-hand,  say  who  those  persons  were,  but 
there  was  some  arrang-ement  of  that  kind,  and  we  had  the  means  at  that  time  of 
hearing  of  those  parties. 

13007.  Have  you  given  any  account  in  your  returns  of  the  information  you 
have  received  as  to  the  circumstances  of  those  labourers? — I  do  not  know;  a 
great  deal  of  the  information  we  received  was  verbal  from  Mr.  Langston,  and 
some  arrangements  which  he  made  were  verbal. 

13008.  How  long  was  Mr.  Langston  employed  ? —It  did  not  extend  over  a 
long  period  ;  by  referring  to  the  letters,  and  giving  the  first  letter  and  the  last,  I 
can  perhaps  show  the  period.  I  notice  a  payment,  or  a  claim,  for  the  expenses 
of  Mr.  Langston,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  that  concluded  the  agreement 
with  him  ;  that  is  dated  the  17th  of  December  1835  ;  I  dare  say  it  did  not  spread 
over  a  longer  period  than  three  or  four  months. 

13009.  Then  when  his  employment  ceased,  you  could  not  look  to  Mr. 
Langston  to  take  care  of  those  families  ? — It  was  not  necessary  to  do  so. 

13010.  Who 
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13010.  Who  then  took  charge  of  them  ? — They  took  cJiarge  of  themselves.  George  Pearse, 

1301 1.  Chairman.']  Was  there  any  thing  in  the  condition  of  those  families  to             ^<1- 
require  a  nurse  or  any  body  to  take  care  of  them  ? — No.  

13012.  Were  they  in  possession  of  their  ordinary  faculties? — Yes.  3»  -i<iy  JS38. 

13013.  Was  there  any  thing  that  interrupted  their  communication  with  you, 
if  they  were  in  any  circumstances  of  distress .' — Not  at  all. 

13014.  Might  they  not  have  made  constant  application  to  you? — Yes. 

13015.  Was  not  the  post  open  to  them? — Yes. 

13016.  Were  there  any  circumstances  that  required  a  resident  superintendent, 
in  order  to  see  tliat  their  beds  were  well  made,  or  their  dinners  cooked,  or  that 
they  had  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  life? — I  am  not  aware. 

13017.  Were  they  helpless? — I  am  not  aware  that  they  were,  in  any  case. 

13018.  If  they  were,  could  they  not,  by  the  medium  of  the  post,  have  made  it 
known  to  you  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

13019.  Mr.  Fieldcn.']  Have  you  published  any  addresses  which  have  been  sent 
up  to  the  Commissioners  at  Somerset-house?  —  I  do  not  know  what  commu- 
nication will  comu  under  that  denomination. 

13020.  Have  you  seen  any  addresses  published  in  tlie  Appendices  to  the 
Reports  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  from  various  boards  of  guardians? — 
There  is  the  report  of  the  board  given. 

13021.  Did  you  send  up  a  report  to  the  Commissioners  ? — I  have  commu- 
nicated with  the  Commissioners. 

13022.  Have  you  sent  more  than  one  report? — I  very  likely  have. 

13023.  Do  you  remember  how  many  you  have  sent? — I  cannot  say  how  often 
I  have  communicated  with  the  Commissioners. 

1 3024.  Have  any  of  the  reports  which  you  have  sent  up  been  published  in  the 
Appendices  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners'  Reports  ? — Yes. 

13025.  In  what  year? — I  think,  in  the  Second  Report;  you  will  find  some 
communication  of  mine  in  the  Second  Report ;  tlicre  may  be  in  the  First ;  there 
is  one  from  the  board,  I  know;  one  from  myself,  and,  perhaps,  two. 

13026.  Have  you  sent  any  addresses  to  the  board  which  have  not  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Aj)pendices  to  their  Reports? — I  have  not  looked  over  the  last 
Report,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  one  in  that  or  not ;  but,  1  think,  in 
tlie  two  former  Reports,  there  is  a  report  in  each. 

13027.  Chairman.']  That  is,  you  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Commissioners? — One 
was  addressed  to  the  Commissioners ;  there  was  one  communication  from  the 
board  beyond  my  report  to  the  Commissioners. 

13028.  Mr.  i^ieWen.]  Were  those  reports  signed  by  you  as  chairm.in  of  the 
board? — There  was  one,  if  not  two,  I  think,  signed  by  myself  as  chairman, 
representing  the  board. 

13029.  Were  any  of  those  reports  signed  by  the  guardians? — I  forget  really 
whether  the  guardians  signed  individually,  or  whether  I  signed  in  the  name  of 
the  board ;  but  I  think  there  was  one  signed  by  myself,  in  the  name  of  the 
board ;  but  there  have  been  certainly  petitions  which  have  been  individually 
signed,  and  I  have  but  a  confused  recollection  as  to  whether  the  Reports  in 
question  were  signed  by  myself  individually,  or  by  the  board  at  large. 

13030.  But  you  l)elieve  you  sent  reports  up  in  each  year? — Tliere  was  one 
in  1835,  and  another  in  1836,  I  think. 

13031.  You  are  not  quite  certain  whether  there  was  one  in  1837? — There 
might  have  been  one  in  1837. 

13032.  In  those  reports  you  state  what  practice  you  pursue  in  attending  to 
the  wants  of  the  poor?— It  conveyed  our  conviction  of  tlie  state  of  things  at 
that  time. 

13033.  What  you  reported  on  those  occasions,  you  will  abide  by  as  truth  - — 
Of  course  we  did  not  mean  to  make  a  false  statement. 
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Veneris,  1°  die  Junii,  1838. 


MEMBLUS    PRESENT. 


Mr.  Baines. 
Mr.  Fielden. 
Mr.  Freshfield . 
Mr.  Liddell. 


Mr.  Lister. 
Mr.  V.  Scrope. 
Mr.  Walker. 


MR.  FAZAKERLEY  in  the  Chair. 


George  Ptarse, 
Esq. 

1  June  1838. 


George  Pearse,  Esq.,  again  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

13034.  Mr.  FieldeJi-]  DO  you  know  Elizabeth  Bowler? — I  could  not  call  her 
name  to  recollection  yesterday  ;  I  now  remember  such  a  person. 

13035.  Do  you  remember  her  applying  to  the  board  for  relief? — I  do  not 
recollect  the  particular  application ;  I  tliink  she  is  a  single  woman  belonging  to 
Husborn  Crawley. 

13036.  The  Elizabeth  Bowler  to  whom  I  allude  is  a  widow  of  the  age  of  40, 
with  three  children  ? — Then  I  do  not  recollect  her. 


Mr. 
Jantes  Turner. 


Mr.  James  Turner,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

13037.  WHAT  do  you  know  of  Mrs.  Bowler,  a  widow  in  the  Woburn  Union? 
— I  called  to  see  her  several  times. 

13038.  What  did  she  state  to  you  as  to  her  relief  and  as  to  the  withdrawal  of 
it? — She  states  herself  to  be  a  widow  with  three  children,  the  eldest  nineteen, 
the  youngest  nine,  and  her  husband  died  seven  years  ago  ;  she  was  receiving  G  ,s. 
per  week  ;  it  was  reduced  to  3  s.,  then  to  2  s.,  and  afterwards  to  1  s.  4  d. ;  the 
money  was  then  stopped,  and  she  was  ordered  to  the  board ;  she  was  then 
told  she  must  go  to  the  factories,  and  the  children  would  cam  25  s.  a  week, 
and  the  mother  would  be  able  to  earn  16s.  a  week;  she  refused  to  go,  and  the 
board  wished  her  to  send  her  little  girl,  nine  years  of  age  ;  to  this  she  objected, 
and  said  she  would  sooner  go  and  sell  matches  ;  to  this  Mr.  Croker,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford's  agent,  made  answer,  "  What  will  you  do  if  we  turn  your  boy  away?  " 
meaning  the  second  child,  who  was  working  for  the  Duke  ;  she  answered,  "  He 
must  sell  matches  too."  This  Elizabeth  Bowler  told  me  and  Mr.  Crabtree  on  the 
5th  of  January  last ;  there  were  four  young  women  and  her  husband's  father  and 
mother  present  at  the  time ;  the  returns  show  her  statement  as  to  her  relief  to 
be  correct ;  John  Bowler,  her  father-in-law,  is  a  labourer,  and  has  received  two 
prizes  from  the  Agricultural  Society,  one  for  bringing  up  a  family  without 
parochial  relief,  the  other  for  being  in  service  29  years  at  one  place ;  he  and  his 
wife  are  now  on  the  parish  at  4  s.  a  week ;  they  had  5  s.  a  week  since  the  new  law 
came  into  operation,  or  about  the  time  that  the  new  law  came  into  operation 
they  had  5«. ;  Bowler  is  75  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  appears  to  be  about  the 
same  age :  Elizabeth  Bowler  has  since  her  relief  was  stopped  had  an  order  to  go 
into  the  workhouse;  this  Bowler,  the  old  man,  was  present  at  the  lime,  aud 
made  this  statement ;  I  put  this  down,  showing  that  he  is  a  man  of  respectable 
character,  and  one  that  may  be  believed. 


George  Pearse,  E.sq.,  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

George  Pearse  ^'i^^9'  ^^  Y^"  ^now  Bowlcr,    the    father-in-law   of    Elizabeth  Bowler?—' 

"Esq.       '     I  do  not. 

13040.  Do  you  know  Elizabeth  Bowler? — I  cannot  call  her  to  recollection. 

13041.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  any  such  conversation  as  has  now  been 

detailed 
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detailed,    havinf^  taken  place    at  the    board? — I    think    such    a  conversation      George  I'tane, 
could  hardly  have  taken  place  without  my  knowledge,  and  1  believe  that  to  be  Esq. 

a  very  false  statement.  ""         ~ 

13042.  Are  you  constantly  in  attendance  at  the  board,  when  it  sits? — Ever         1  June  1838. 
since  the  board  has  been  formed  I  have  been  absent  only  three  times,  and  it  was 

formed  three  years  ago. 

13043.  And  if  such  an  occurrence  as  that  had  taken  place,  you  must  have 
heard  of  it  ? — I  take  it  for  granted  that  I  should. 

13044.  Mr.  Babies.]  Did  you  ever,  at  the  board,  hear  any  statement  that 
leads  you  to  suppose  that  such  a  representation  as  this  would  have  been  made  to 
this  widow  ? — I  never  heard  it  referred  to  in  any  way  ;  I  cannot  call  any  cir- 
cumstance to  my  recollection  bearing  upon  it;  and  might  I  not  decline  answering 
further  questions  upon  this  case  ?  I  beg  the  Committee  to  allow  me  time  to  inquire 
into  it. 

13045.  Mr.  Fresfijield.]  Was  it  a  principle  of  the  proceeding  of  your  board, 
to  endeavour  to  force  persons  into  the  manufacturing  districts,  merely  to  get 
rid  of  them  from  your  own  neighbourhood  ? — Certainly  not  to  force  them ;  people 
have  never  been  sent  against  their  inclinations. 

13046.  In  the  instances  in  which  they  did  go  were  they  made  clearly  to  under- 
stand that  to  which  they  were  going,  as  well  as  that  which  they  were  leaving 
behind  ? — Yes ;  they  were  voluntary  agents.  I  cannot  say  what  persuasion 
was  used  out  of  the  board,  but  at  the  board  certainly  no  improper  solicitation, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  was  used  to  induce  them  to  go,  or  any  false  representations 
made  to  them  as  to  their  prospects ;  if  tliey  were  inclined  to  go,  we  gave  them 
assistance,  and  those  who  have  migrated  have  been  assisted  since,  from  time  to 
time,  in  cases  of  emergency. 

13047.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  some  cases  of  migration  took  place, 
with  wliich  the  board  had  no  connexion  ? — One  did,  certainly ;  I  mentioned  the 
case  of  Thomas  Coleman  yesterday  ;  that  took  place  without  the  sanction  of  the 
board,  but  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  parishioners  did  not  assist ;  there  may 
have  been  other  cases  of  the  same  kind. 

13048.  Mr.  Baines.l  If  you  had  heard  any  body  at  the  board  state  that  three 
children  could  earn  25  s.  a  week  at  the  factories,  would  you  not  have  known  that 
that  was  a  misrepresentation  ? — I  had  not  the  means  of  knowing;  I  am  not 
aware  what  they  earn  at  the  factories. 

13049.  Mr.  Fielden.l  I  find  on  the  returns  of  relief  given  in  the  Wobuni 
Union,  the  name  of  Bowler,  widow  ;  she  received  3  s.  in  the  first  month  of  the 
parochial  year  1834-5,  till  the  ninth  week  in  the  third  month,  when  it  was 
reduced  to  2  s.;  it  was  continued  at  2$.  till  the  end  of  the  year.  In  thi' 
parochial  year  1835-6,  I  find  the  same  person,  Bowler,  Elizabeth,  No.  59,  with 
three  children  ;  she  had  2  *.  a  week  for  the  first,  second  and  the  fourth  week  in 
the  third  month  of  that  year ;  the  sum  was  then  reduced  to  1  5.  Sd.  till  the  six- 
teenth week,  being  in  the  fourth  month  of  the  same  year  ;  in  the  seventeenth 
week  she  had  2*.  sd.;  in  the  eighteenth  week  1  s.od.;  in  the  nineteenth  week 
1  .y.  5  d.;  in  the  twentieth  week  1  *.  5^/. ;  and  it  was  continued  till  the  twenty- 
ninth  week ;  she  had  8d.,  and  the  relief  was  tlien  withdrawn.  Have  you  any 
doubt  of  there  being  such  a  person  as  Elizabeth  Bowler  in  the  Union  of  Woburn 
receiving  relief? — If  her  name  appears  upon  the  returns,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  it  was  so. 

130.50.  Have  not  those  reductions  been  made  at  different  periods  when  you 
must  have  been  at  the  board? — Most  likely. 

i30.-)i.  But  still  3'ou  have  no  recollection  of  Elizabeth  Bowler? — Not  the  least. 

1 305 -2.  But  yet  you  have  said  that  that  statement  is  altogether  untrue  ? — I  .*ay 
that  1  beUeve  it  to  be  altogether  untrue.  I  think  that  such  an  occurrence  could 
hardly  have  taken  place  in  my  presence  without  my  being  cognizant  of  it. 

'3*^53-  Do  you  believe  it  to  I)e  untrue  that  Elizabeth  Bowler  received  3  s.  a 
■week,  as  stated  in  these  returns,  and  that  she  was  reduced  from  time  to  time  till 
it  got  down  to  Sd.  ? — I  think  it  very  probable,  but  I  cannot  state  the  circum- 
stances under  which  that  reduction  took  jdace  from  time  to  time. 

'  30.54-  Is  that  part  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Turner  untrue  r — No,  perhaps  not. 

13055.  Then  what  part  is  it  that  you  believe  to  be  untrue? — As  to  any 
threats  being  held  out  to  her  to  induce  her  to  migrate. 

13056.  There  is  nothing  said  aI)out  any  threats,  but  a  simple  statement 
of  facts  ? — I   cannot  believe  that  part,    of  the  board  wishing   to   separate  a 

439.  G  -»-  a  child 
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Georoe  Pcarse,      a  child  iiiiu'  years   old   from    its  parent,  to  send  it  to  the  factories,  and  I  think 
Esq.  what  Mr.  Croker  is  reported  to  have  said,  is   something-  like  a  threat,  whicli  is 

very  iinlikelv  to  have  been  held  out  at  the  board  by  Mr.  Croker  without  my 

1  June  1838.        knowledge.   " 

130,)7.  Chairman.]  Is  he  a  member  of  tlie  board  of  guardians  ? — Yes;  and 
represents  Husborn  Crawley,  the  ])arisb  to  wliich  the  woman  belongs;  he  is 
architect  to  the  Uuke  ol'  Bedford. 

13058.  Mr.  lucldeu.]  Mr.  Croker  was  in  attendance,  you  believe,  at  the  board  ? 
— I  know  nothing  of  those  circumstances. 

13059.  But  do  you  mean  to  say  tliat  tliis  is  a  threat  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Croker, 
when  lie  puts  this  question  :  "  What  will  you  do,  if  we  turn  your  boy  away  ?  " 
meaning  tlie  second  child,  who  was  working  for  the  Duke  ? — I  think  it  is  very 
like  a  threat. 

1 3060.  What  do  you  think  the  answer  would  be  to  such  a  question  ? — I  cannot 
anticipate  the  answer. 

13(161.  AA' hat  other  part  of  the  statement  do  you  believe  to  be  untrue? — I 
cannot  object  to  the  remainder,  as  to  any  amount  of  relief  that  might  have  been 
given  or  withdrawn. 

13062.  Then  the  only  two  parts  of  the  statement  which  you  believe  to  be  false 
are  the  questions  put  by  Mr.  Croker,  and  also  the  statement  that  the  board  wished 
her  to  send  her  little  girl,  nine  years  of  age,  to  the  factories  ? — Those  I  believe 
to  be  mitrue. 

130C3.  Do  you  believe  the  other  part  to  be  correct? — I  liave  no  means  of 
testing  the  acciii'acy ;  I  have  no  books  to  refer  to. 

1 3064.  Cltainnan.]  You  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  the  returns  ?  —No,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  are  correct. 

13065.  But,  not  recollecting  the  circumstance,  you  cannot  speak  to  the  trans- 
action ? — Certainly  not. 

13066.  Mr.  Fielden.']  I  find  the  name  of  John  Bowler,  the  father-in-law  of 
this  Mrs.  Bowler;  and  in  the  first  month  of  the  jjarochial  year  1834-5  lie  iiad 
5  s.  a  week  ;  this  was  continued  to  tlie  end  of  that  month  ;  in  the  second  montli  it 
was  reduced  to  4*.;  do  you  believe  that  to  be  true? — It  most  likely  is,  if  it 
appears  upon  the  returns. 

13067.  Do  you  know  whether  John  Bowler  is  an  old  man  between  70  and  80 
years  of  age  ? — I  have  no  recollection  of  him. 

13068.  Though  John  Bowler  has  received  two  prizes  from  the  Agricultural 
Society  and  received  relief  from  the  union,  you  know  nothing  of  him? — I 
do  not. 

13069.  And  j^ou  are  chairman  of  the  Woburn  board  of  guardians? — I  am. 

13070.  AA'ill'you  take  tliis  letter  and  read  it  to  the  Committee? — This  letter 
is  addressed  to  the  relieving-officer  of  the  parish  of  AA'oburn,  Bedfordshire ;  it  is 
dated  from  Waterside,  Glossop,  Derl)yshire,  the  7th  of  April  1837.  "  To  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  tlie  Parish  of  Woburn  : — Gentlemen,  I  am  under  great 
necessity  at  this  present  time  to  ask  for  a  little  assistance  of  you,  for  I  am  in 
great  distress.  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  any  work  for  ten  months;  my 
children  have  supported  me  as  long  as  have  been  in  their  power,  and  would  have 
continued  to  have  done  so,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  distress  of  times  ;  for  they 
only  work  four  days  a  week,  and  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  do  any  thing  for  uie, 
and  tlie  least  children  or  I  must  fall  on  tliis  parisii  in  a  few  days,  and  be  brought 
home.  Your  humble  servant,  Thomas  Shaw.  If  work  should  amend,  my  children 
will  do,  as  before,  their  best  endeavours  to  keep  me." 

13071.  Will  you  look  on  the  other  side,  and  read  the  memorandum  made 
there  ?— "  No  relief  out  of  the  house,  April  10th,  1837." 

13072.  Do  you  know  that  hand-writing? — I  really  am  not  sure  about  it, 
whether  it  is  the  writing  of  the  clerk  or  not. 

^3073.  That  is  a  letter  you  have  sent  up  with  the  returns  relative  to  migration 
from  Woburn? — Yes. 

13074.  Do  you  believe  that  that  memorandum  was  made,  and  that  that  was 
the  answer  returned  to  the  application  of  Thomas  Shaw?— I  really  cannot  speak 
lo  it ;  I  cannot  at  this  moment  identify  the  hand-writing  ;  it  may  be  the  clerk's, 
or  it  may  be  one  of  the  guardians' ;   I  cannot  speak  to  it  with  certainty. 

13075.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  that  memorandum  was  made  by  the  clerk, 
or  by  one  of  the  guardians  ?  —  I  decline  saying  any  thing  about  it. 

13076.   Chalrmari.] 
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.     1307G.  C/uiinnan.]  Will   you  look  at  this  hand-writing  of  the  clerk's  which 

api)e:irs  upon  anotlier  document  ?—(7V/e  Wilness  examined  the  same.)     Then  1  do       

not  think  that  it  is  the  clerk'.s ;  it  may  be  the  overseer's.  ' 

1  ;j077.  Mr.  LiddclL]  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  individual  who  wrote  that        »  June  1838. 
letter?— I  do  not  ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  him  myself. 

13078.  Mr.  Fieldcn.]  Is  that  letter  the  same  as  it  was  when  it  was  sent  up 
from  the  Wohurn  Union?— I  believe  it  is  the  same;  those  letters  were  discovered 
after  the  returns  made  to  the  Committee's  order,  and  finding  them  in  the  board- 
room, I  brought  them  away  with  me;  there  was  no  time  to  copy  them. 

13070.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  was  likely  that  an  answer  would  have  been 
made  to  that  letter? — I  dare  say  there  was  some  answer  made;  but  I  think  it 
very  likely  that  that  indorsement  was  made  by  the  overseer  of  the  parish  into 
whose  hands  it  probably  first  fell,  but  I  cannot  speak  to  it. 

13080.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  that  was  the  same  Thomas  Shaw 
of  whom  a  communication  has  been  made  by  the  Rev.  Douglas  Cooper,  of  Sal- 
ford? — If  you  will  allow  me  to  refer  to  the  correspondence  I  can  state.  {The  Wit- 
ness exnviined  the  Correspondence)  I  was  questioned  about  a  letter  respecting  a 
erip])le,  and  I  think  his  name  was  Shaw ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  same 
or  not. 

13081.  You  do  not  know  whether  a  return  was  made  to  that  application 
from  Thomas  Shaw,  contained  in  that  letter,  that  there  was  no  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse? — I  cannot  say  any  thing  about  it. 

130S2.  Mr.  LiddelL]  Do  you  know  whether  Thomas  Shaw  had  been  sent 
from  the  Woburn  Union  into  the  manufacturing  districts  in  Derbyshire,  from 
any  prospect  of  employment  held  out  to  him  there  ?—  As  I  do  not  find  his 
name  in  the  return  made  of  those  who  migrated  with  the  sanction  of  the  board, 
1  should  say  decidedly  that  he  did  not  go  receiving  any  assistance  from  the 
board. 

13083.  Then  you  presume  that  he  went  voluntarily? — I  should. 

13084.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  a  large  family? — I  know  nothing  of 
the  case. 

13085.  Mr.  Fielden.']  Can  you  give  information  whether  Thomas  Shaw  be  the 
same  identical  person  in  both  cases  ? — The  Committee  perhaps  will  make  an 
order  for  inquiry  in  the  case. 

13086.  At  the  application  of  Mr.  Cooper  you  sent  a  sum  of  money? — A 
sovereign. 

1 3087.  If  it  be  the  same  Thomas  Shaw  in  both  cases,  and  if  relief  was  refused, 
except  in  the  workhouse  in  1837,  you  have  altered  your  practice  with  regard 
to  that  family  now  ? — If  it  be  the  same,  of  course  there  was  a  difi"erent  deter- 
mination. 

13088.  Supposing  it  to  have  been  a  difl'erent  determination,  the  person  being 
the  same,  is  it,  in  the  latter  case,  because  the  family  having  been  over-worked  in 
the  factories  is  literally  good  for  nothing  in  your  part  of  tlie  country,  as  stated 
in  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Douglas  Cooper  ? — 1  cannot  hypothetically  state  what 
may  have  influenced  the  decision  of  the  board. 

13089.  Chainnan.']  Do  you  remember  the  circumstance  ? — Not  at  all,  except 
with  regard  to  the  cripple,  Shaw,  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  make  out  his 
settlement,  and  I  know  that  a  post-office  order  was  sent  to  him. 

13090.  Mr.  Fielden.']  In  ibis  letter  Shaw  states,  "  If  work  should  amend,  my 
children  will  do,  as  before,  their  best  endeavours  to  keep  me  ;"  would  jou  not 
infer  from  that,  that  Shaw  was  then  dependent  upon  his  children? — Yes,  but  I 
cannot  say  whether  he  received  parish  assistance  or  not. 

13091.  Does  not  that  agree  with  the  representation  of  Mr.  Cooper,  that 
Tliomas  Shaw  is  a  cripple,  and  now  is  in  the  distressed  situation  in  which  he 
found  him  ?  -  I  would  rather  not  draw  any  inference  without  having  the  facts 
before  me. 

13092.  Did  you  engage  the  migrants  who  were  sent  from  the  Woburn  Union 
at  so  much  a  week,  for  a  period  of  time? — They  made  the  engagement  for  them- 
selves ;  they  were  the  consenting  parties. 

13093.  Did  the  clerk  of  the  \\  oburn  Union  send  down  a  list  of  the  families, 
stating  the  number  and  ages  of  the  cliildren,  and  the  sums  they  were  to  receive, 
and  the  place  to  which  they  were  consigned? — 1  forget  precisely  how  the  com- 
munications took  place,  but  information  may  be  obtained  in  every  case. 

439.  G  2  -t-  13094-  But 
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George  Pearse,  13094.  But  you  have  conveyed  that  information  to  some  quarter,   either  to 

^'^'  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  or  to  soTnebody  else? — I  do  not  know  wlictlier  the 

"^        TT       mifrration  ajjcnt  was  tlie  medium  of  commimication  in   everv  case  or   not ;  I 

1  JUD6   lo3o«  I'll  !•  1  A       Tk  ir    '    t  1" 

think  the  engagement  was  made  m  some  instances  through  Mr.  Langston  s  inter- 
vention, and  in  some  tlirough  the  intervention  of  the  migration  agent. 

13095.  Have  you  never  taken  any  pains  to  see  whether  the  contracts  were 
fulfilled? — When  they  left  us  they  were  free  agents,  and  could  take  care  of  them- 
selves, and  we  have  not  interfered  any  further  in  their  instance,  unless  they  have 
applied  for  relief  subsequently,  which  has  sometimes  been  the  case,  and  we  have 
occasionally  sent  assistance. 

1309G.  Did  you  not  write  to  Messrs.  Bridgett  &,  Company,  at  Derby,  and 
make  inquiry  as  to  the  wages  of  Ann  Odell,  a  widow  ? — I  dare  say  that  was  in 
consequence  of  some  application  of  Ann  Odell  to  the  board;  but  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  speak  with  certainty  at  this  moment. 

13097.  Did  you  find  that  the  wages  of  her  children  were  reduced  below  the 
sum  that  they  had  contracted  to  pay  ? — I  take  it  for  granted  tliat  she  could  not 
get  on  well  there,  and  that  that  was  the  reason  for  her  return  ;  I  do  not  know 
what  her  wages  were  off -hand. 

13098.  This  is  a  letter  of  Messrs.  Bridgett  &.  Company,  giving  the  wages  of 
that  woman ;  will  you  read  that  letter  ? — I  was  spoken  to  respecting  the  indorse- 
ment of  a  letter  a  little  time  ago,  and  I  think,  looking  at  this,  I  recognize  it  as 
the  endorsement  of  the  relieving-officer  of  the  Woburn  district,  not  now  in 
office.  This  letter  is  addressed  to  Mr.  R.  Stratfold,  Relieving  Officer,  Woburn, 
dated  from  Derby,  27th  July  1836.  "To  Mr.  Stratfold,  Woburn.— Sir,  Yours 
of  the  25th  is  to  hand,  and  in  reply,  we  beg  to  send  you  annexed  the  particulars 
of  what  the  Odells  have  received  for  the  last  four  weeks.  They  have  not  got 
quite  so  much  laHly,  in  consequence  of  our  pulling  down  part  of  our  factory  to 
rebuild,  but  the}'^  might  always  get  more  than  they  have  if  they  chose  to  exert 
themselves  ;  with  regard  to  rent,  we  know  she  has  paid  none  since  May,  and  has 
alwaj's  said  she  would  not.  Up  to  that  time  we  took  the  trouble  to  see  it  paid, 
but  were  obliged  to  give  it  up  ;  as  to  her  furniture  being  taken  for  rent,  we  can- 
not think  any  body  will  be  at  the  trouble,  unless  she  insists  upon  stopping  in  the 
house  and  not  paying ;  the  owner  of  the  house  told  us  last  week,  it  was  not  worth 
his  while  to  take  it,  and  he  has  since  told  her,  that  if  she  will  either  go  out  or 
pay  the  rent  from  this  time  forward,  he  will  forgive  it  up  to  last  week  ;  we  have 
not  given  her  any  thing,  as  we  really  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  need  of  it  ; 
we  have  never  given  her  any  thing  since  you  last  wrote  ;  up  to  that  time  from 
March,  we  had  given  her  29*.,  which  we  have  still  against  you ;  if  you  wish  us 
to  give  her  any  money  we  shall  have  no  objection,  but  we  are  told  she  can  affi>rd 
to  visit  the  gin-shop.     Yours,  &c.,  Thomas  Bridgett  Sc  Company." 

13099.  Will  you  read  the  wages? — Odell's  wages  last  week,  13 i. ;  previous 
weeks,  12.s.  lorf. ;  15.y.  4d. ;  15. v.  lOd. 

13100.  Mr.  Liddcll.']  Mlio  are  the  parties  who  wrote  that  letter? — It  is 
signed,  Thomas  Bridgett  &  Co.,  dated  from  Derby. 

13101.  Mr.  Fielden.]  Were  your  contracts  made  for  a  specific  sum  weekly  for 
the  first,  second  and  third  year  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that  from  recollection. 

13102.  Supposing  that  the  returns  should  show  them  to  be  so  ;  has  the  con- 
tract been  violated  on  the  part  of  Thomas  Bridgett  &  Company  ?— I  cannot 
say  by  which  jiarty  it  may  have  been  violated. 

13103.  Do  not  you  see  a  variation  there  in  the  wages  of  four  weeks? — Yes. 

13104.  Were  not  the  wages  to  be  the  same  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  cannot  tell  under 
what  circumstances  that  variation  took  place. 

13105.  Supposing  you  had  contracted  that  they  should  receive  a  certain  sum 
per  week,  and  that  sum  amounted  to  the  highest  sum  there,  and  you  find  one 
lower  by  two  or  three  shillings,  would  you  think  in  that  case  that  the  contract 
had  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  Thomas  Bridgett  &  Company  ? — I  cannot 
tell  the  nature  of  the  contract ;  I  do  not  know  under  what  circumstances  the 
contract  was  made  in  that  particular  case. 

13106.  Is  there  any  particular  case  that  3'ou  can  allude  to  of  a  contract? — 
I  know  in  Samuel  Chance's  case,  which  I  mentioned  yesterday,  there  was  a 
contract  entered  into  between  him  and  his  employers  ;  and  there  is  information 
given, in  the  returns  much  fuller  than  I  can  give  it  verbally,  as  to  that  case  and 
the  others  ;  I  dare  say  there  is  information  given  as  to  Odells  family. 

13107.  You 
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13107.  You  are  aware  that  Ann  Odcll  had  a  family  of  seven  in  number? —      George  Pcarse, 
It  is  stated  in  the  return  tliat  Ann  Odell  had  six  children  ;  I   suppose  they  ^^• 
migrated  with  her.                                                                                                                   "T        ~ 

13108.  Her  family  would  be  seven  in  number? — Yes.  une  1  3  . 

13109.  Did  they  return  back  seven  in  number? — I  do  not  know. 

13110.  Do  you  think  much  was  spent  by  her  in  gin-driuking  out  of  12s.  \0d. 
a  week? — I  cannot  tell  what  she  earned  on  her  own  account;  this  gives  merely 
the  earnings  of  the  children. 

1311 1.  Might  not  distress  drive  her  to  gin-drinking? — That  I  cannot  answer 
for, 

13112.  Does  she  get  any  gin  in  the  Woburn  workhouse? — Yes,  I  know  that 
she  did,  in  attending  a  man  in  a  dreadful  state,  and  as  a  stay  to  her  stomach  ; 
it  was  administered  medicinally. 

131 13.  She  is  now  a  nurse  in  the  Woburn  workhouse? — Yes. 

13114.  And  you  would  not  think  it  improper  to  give  her  a  little  gin  occa- 
sionally?— Under  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  given  her  before,  I  should 
not  think  it  imj)roper. 

13115.  A  great  deal  has  been  written  as  to  the  kind  manner  in  which  widows 
have  been  treated  under  the  new  Poor  Law ;  do  you  think  that  these  widows, 
who  were  sent  down  to  the  manufacturing  districts  of  the  north,  were  treated 
with  kindness,  in  first  engaging  them  with  certain  individuals  in  the  north,  and 
then  not  looking  after  them  to  see  whether  their  wages  were  paid  according  to 
their  conti'acts,  and  making  no  inquiry  after  them,  unless  they  made  their  cases 
known  to  you  ? — I  ought  not  to  be  surprised  into  an  answer,  without  having  an 
opportunity  of  examination ;  I  know  that  assistance  was  rendered  to  this  woman  ; 
I  cannot,  taken  by  surprise,  give  answers  as  to  other  cases;  and  I  ought  not  to 
be  entrapped  into  answers  which  might  not  be  perfectly  true. 

131 16.  Chairmati.']  But,  assuming  the  facts,  would  you  think  it  humane  on  the 
part  of  the  board? — In  making  engagements  for  those  persons,  we  supposed 
that  we  were  providing  properly  for  them,  and  that  we  were  making  bene- 
ficial arrangements  for  them ;  and  whenever  application  has  been  made  to 
the  board,  arising  from  sickness  or  other  cause,  remittances  have  been  made  to 
them  ;  we  have  not  lost  sight  of  them,  and  particularly  in  the  ease  of  Odell ;  she 
has  been  treated  with  every  sort  of  kindness,  and  I  am  sure  she  would  acknow- 
ledge it. 

13117.  Mr.  Scropc.l  In  the  case  of  any  infraction  of  engagements  entered  into 
with  cither  of  those  parties,  would  it  not  be  open  to  the  parties  to  proceed  before 
the  local  magistrates  ? — I  take  it  for  granted  that  they  could. 

13118.  Therefore  you  would  not  consider  it  your  duty  to  take  that  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  local  magistracy  ? — In  one  or  two  instances,  we  understood  that  the 
infraction  of  the  contract  arose  from  the  stoppage  of  the  mills,  a  thing  we  could 
not  provide  against. 

13119.  Mr.  LiddclL]  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  migrant  availing  himself 
of  that  resource,  of  ajjplying  to  the  local  magistrates  in  case  of  the  infraction  of 
the  engagement? — I  have  not;  many  oftho.se  j)arties  remain,  and  I  take  it  for 
granted  tliat  they  are  doing  well  and  are  satisfied. 

13120.  Chairman.]  But  some  have  returned  ? — Yes  ;  we  do  not  like  the  system 
of  migration ;  and  when  parties  have  aj)plied  for  assistance  to  enable  them  to 
migrate,  we  have  declined  assisting  them. 

13121.  That  is  from  your  experience  of  the  system  having  in  many  instances 
failed  ? — Yes ;  the  parties  have  returned  upon  our  hands,  and  been  more  expinse 
to  us  than  before  they  left  us;  and  a  considerable  expense  was  incurred  in  their 
outfit,  which  has  been  thrown  away. 

13122.  Mr.  Fieldcn.^  You  think  the  practice  of  sending  widows  into  the  north 
has  not  been  a  wise  one? — Our  discontinuance  of  it  will  im])ly  that. 

13123.  It  is  what  you  should  not  recommend  to  be  practised  in  future? — I 
should  not.  individually ;  and  I  l)elieve  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  board. 

13124.  Where  it  has  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  has  done  in  the 
Union  of  Woburn,  you  think  they  are  more  censurable  in  taking  that  course 
than  you  are  ? — I  do  not  know  that  any  censure  attaches. 

13125.  Do  luit  you  think  that  it  is  unkind  to  send  widows  in  that  way,  and 
not  take  iurther  care  of  them? — I  cannot  tell  under  what  circumstances  arrange- 
ments may  be  made. 

439-  H-4-  13126.  Mr. 
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George  Peaise,  13 1 26.  Mr.  Liddell.]   Perhaps  you  would  regard  it  rather  in  the  light  of  an 

Esq-  experiment,  when  it  was  originally  made? — Yes,  and,  to  mark  our  feeling  of  it, 

— ~~        I  may  mention  tliat  one  family  migrated  from  Harlingtou,  and  after  they  had 

1  June  1838.  iiiigiated,  at  considerable  expense,  another  party  applied,  but  till  we  had  a  good 
report  of  this  man,  and  had  a  little  more  experience,  we  declined  sending  a  second 
family. 

13127.  Mr.  FicMcn.']  I  find  that  an  address  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
from  the  Wobiirn  Union  was  sent  up  in  the  year  1836,  and  in  that  address  there 
is  this  passage :  *'  To  aged  widows  and  labourers  of  good  report,  struggling 
under  the  pressure  of  declining  years,  it  is  the  practice  of  the  board  to  admi- 
nister the  provisions  of  the  Act  with  much  kindness,  indeed,  with  the  utmost 
latitude  that  a  i)roper  interpretaticm  of  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners, 
referring  to  the  subject,  will  admit ;"  has  that  practice  been  pursued  towards 
those  widows,  or  to  widows  residing  upon  the  spot  ? — I  hope  that  it  has. 

131:28.  You,  as  the  chairman  of  the  board,  ought  to  know  whether  it  has  or 
not? — There  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  subject;  we  think  that  we 
liave  administered  the  law  with  kindness. 

13129.  You  are  so  conscious  of  it,  that  you  sent  up  this  report  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  ? — That  was  the  report  of  the  board,  and  implied  the  conviction 
of  the  board  at  the  time. 

13130.  Do  you  remember  the  case  of  a  widow  in  Woburn  of  the  name  of 
Mrs.  Deacon  ? — 

The  Committee  Room  was  cleared. 

And  an  objection  being  raised  to  the  question,  Motion  made  (Mr. 
Fieldcn,)  "  That  the  Witness  answer  the  question." 

Amendment  proposed  (Mr.  P.  Scrope,)  To  leave  out  the  words  after 
the  word  "  That,"  and  to  substitute  "  the  question  be  postponed  until  the 
Committee  be  summoned  to  decide  whether  the  case  of  tlie  widow  Deacon 
be  entered  upon  or  not  in  the  present  stage  of  the  Committee's  inquiry:" 

Question  put.  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
question ; 

Ayes  1.  Noes  3. 

Mr.  Fielden.  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Liddell. 
Mr.  P.  Scrope. 

The  Amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Scrope  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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to  biTrlih^, 

52 

9     - 

23   e   - 

2     -     - 

-  -  ( '  }  Thit  nun  it  in  pmeaioD  of  t  niiugr  rigbl,  k«pt  ion  iml  pip, 

EwoD.  Gd<ranl 

DO 

14. 

17. 

roaJ.      - 

SO 

S     - 

13   e   - 

IS  13    - 

as  18  - 

78    - 

25     -     - 

5 

ETt«.ll««y<«)     - 

as 

99 

..A»pd.ilL 

jobbiog-         . 

44 

10- 

22     -     - 

6  16     ■ 

9     3- 

-  17    e 

3»  IS     0 

60     - 

6 

49     - 

12     - 

31    17     6 

' 

--(«)  Uu  ntver  ho™  applied  toby  rr.bt<«,Tu™ro.BI((.f«. 

OmUm,  WUIiun  (>>) 

41 

M 

14. 

U.S. 

)<.bb,«g  -         - 

45 

SO     6     - 

5     8- 

15     1    10 

40  14   10 

TO     - 

7S     - 

33  16   10 

5 

G>kM,J<m('J    - 

19 

.         -    .in 

Ic    .           . 

)..bi,:os .      . 

!>£ 

6     - 

13     -     - 

13     -     - 

■           ■ 

13     -     - 

1 

t'>  Linotritbhinfjlbrr- 

Gu™,.J«pli('). 

37 

IH.17 

nooJnum 

43 

12     - 

25     4     - 

6     6- 

31    10     - 

' 

18     - 

-   IS     - 

30  12     - 

1 

(')  Did  not  ioTorm  CiiJitr«  or  Turnrr. 

Gurwj.  Riclunl  (') 

30  1  ai 

a. 

johbine-         - 

52 

27      7     fi 

3  la    - 

-   15     - 

aa  -   6 

60     - 

JS    - 

IS     - 

24     4     0 

3 

(!)  Did  nolMO  Cisbtm  Bt  Tufncr. 

Cgr«y.  Willbm  C*) 

30 

SS 

a. 

jobbing  .          - 

4G 

10     - 

23     -    - 

5     -     - 

6    6  10 

-   a   0 

36  16     4 

64     - 

4 

05     - 

12     - 

29   10     4 

3 

H^l..  lloirr  -        - 

4a 

Oi 

\itA^at  fcjobbing 

48 

ai  13    - 

4     5     - 

1      G     - 

27     3     - 

40     2 

la   - 

2   12     3 

34  10  10 

9 

Hf<lt.  WllUm 

-13 

40 

1*  iJ.e.a 

«.-h,.rd-        - 

46 

9     - 

20     6     - 

se- 

19     1      4 

44  14     4 

78     - 

12     - 

4   10     - 

40     4     4 

6 

lUfrb.Tl»ou.C>. 

70 

- 

jobbing  .        - 

37 

B     - 

14  IC     - 

as- 

20     4     - 

20     - 

4 

I      4     - 

19     -     - 

1 

(")  Wu  not  >pplicd  IS  by  C.=btr(«  o.  7u.n»r.  <•>  my  uo«.n  thrir  b.b.lf, 

Hilywd.HoUrtf}- 
Kin,.  George  (P)    - 
Pnldn.  Rich«rd      ■ 

43 

46 

as 

30 

48 

15.  1^. 
6.1. 

ia.l4.ID.7 
16.  10. 

7.  3.  2. 

jobbing  -        - 
.btpfaud         . 
j«bbLog  -        . 

44 
41 

41 

e/&o/ 

19  16     - 
IG     S     - 
17    9    - 

7    3    - 

16  13     8 

35   IS     8 
B     4     - 

4/..WriaB 

1      4     - 

43  12     8 
61   11      8 

as    6    - 

70    - 

CO     - 
55     - 

78    - 

12     - 

36     4     8 
44      1      S 

aa  6   - 

6 

7 

.  -  bcrr  «nd  milk, 

.odpbitmg..r.w. 

.  .  (')  SUlrt  Ibil  Tumu  and  Cnblin  diJ  noi  mqi.iw  <am  lh«  Mm- 
iogi  of  Ibc  bmily. 

•  -(C)  Thii  loan  li»U»r  and  milk  ill  tbf  you.  (odnvikopltil  on  bi> 
own  OM-juol,  "hilti lending  Ibc  thrtp;  luiuunl  not  indoJe* 

Sci>.  Wiltuu- 

43 

43 

i3.io.e.c.a 

la. 

jobbing  -        - 

42 

18  IS     - 

7     7     - 

20     4     1 

4G     9     1 

60    - 

78    - 

34     8 

8   a    8 

38     6     6 

6 

SJiarji.  ThDuiu 

U 

- 

30.  durab 

jobWos  -        - 

44 

9    6 

SO  IS    - 

5  IS     - 

a  12     - 

39     6     - 

40     - 

S 

78    - 

-          - 

6     0     - 

32  19     - 

a 

«l«rt.o«J.Tbinnu(1) 

31 

SO 

4a 

18    3    - 

4  IS     - 

1    10     - 

aa  10    - 

18    9 

12     - 

1    10     9 

31     6     3 

M 

il)  Muricd  11  Michwlmu  1  »3T. 

WufaiogtaD.  Ilichinl 

31 

31 

"■ 

.         -       iol.Liu«-        - 

40 

4 

MO    -    - 
1  IB    - 

6  10     - 

9     »     - 

36  ID     - 

38    - 

8 

78    - 

13     - 

6  12    - 

29    3     - 

3 

g^<o  .llo.™.o.. 

Ydc*.  Th.iiii>. 

** 

4.1 

13. 

ll>.  S.  3.      thraWmf         ■ 

1 

46 

0    - 

20  U    - 

S  11      - 

10   a   7 

-  10     C 

-  la    - 

37   13      1 

00    - 

J8    - 

c  le  - 

30  16     1 

' 

■y^ 

1      8 

123  i 

ll.  Thll  wa^  h(iv  incicuoi  unoe  iht  ym  Ia34.  Ibc  above  30  men  biring  receiTcil  in  ibil  yiar  7a7(.  2i.  for   i.S60 
adlj.  Il  admit* a decrcue  of  uuomr,  ai   Gompircd  itilb  1S34,  of  U;.    II.  3(f.  betmeo  aix  of  Ihe  libounn,  and  ibuvn 


•tvckj'  employmeot  i  and  ia  IBE 


for  1,537  imki'  wsrll,  763r.  I  •■  Srf. 

of  1641.  31.  3il.,  aod  at  Ibc  iame  time  a  decreut  in  poputilion  of  2  j  i   •»  ibit.  fuppoting  Ibr  oi 
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RESULT  if  an  Inquiry  into  a  Comparative  Statement,  tendered  to  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  James  Turner, 


N  A  .M  E 

of 
LABOURER. 


ArmsJen,  Edward 
Baiu,  John  (•) 
Bouner,  Crawley 
Brinkler,  Thomas  (<:) 

Bunker,  Joseph 

Bunker,  William 
Buoyan,  Thomas 
Bunyan,  William 
Carr,  John  ('') 

Chance,  Peter 
Cook,  John  («) 


Dale,     John,      alias 
ilartindale,  John  ( ') 

Eaton,  Edivard 


Eyres,  Henry  (S) 

Oajellee,  WiUiam  ('') 
Gaielle*,  Jesse  (')     - 
Guruey,  Joseph  C")  - 
Gumey,  Richard   (') 
Gumey,  William  ("■) 
Hyde,  Henry    - 
Hyde,  WilUam 
Harris,  Thomas  (")  - 
Hilyard,  Robert  (°)  - 
King,  George  (P)     - 
Pedder,  Richard 
Sear,  William  - 
Sharp,  Thomas 
Shenvood,  Thomas  (') 
Washington,  Richard 

Yates,  Thomas 


66 


39 


39 


Age  and  Sex 

of  Family  residing 

with  Parents : 


Boys. 


42  44 

19  i-  - 


30  I  21 
3C  2S 
4j  63 

4:5  40 
70   - 


43  43 
66 


Years. 
3. 

6.  3. 


17.  15.  13. 

8.  6. 

IG.  6. 

13.  9.  5. 
12. 

5.  3. 
2. 

6.  4. 


14. 


Apprentice 
at  Ampthill. 

14. 


Girls. 


Ytttrs. 
14.11.9.6.1 

9.  1. 


11. 

4.  I. 

II.  3.  1. 
19.9. 
10.  7. 


17. 


11.8. 


-    single    • 

I 
single  in  1837 


15.  12. 

5.  1. 

13.10.8.6.2 


13. 


18.  17.6.  2. 

15.14.10.7 

16.  10. 

7.  3.  2. 

18. 

20,  dumb 


10.  8.  2. 


Description 

of 

Work. 


jobbing  - 
horse-keeper    - 
shepherd 
fann  servant    - 

threshing 

horse-keeper    - 
threshing 
horse-keeper    - 
jobbing  - 

jobbing  - 

—  rick-builder 
and  jobbing. 

-  -  horse-keeper 
to  his  father. 

roads 

jobbing  - 

jobbing  - 
jobbing  - 
woodman 
jobbing  - 
jobbing  - 
hedging  &jobbing 
cowherd  - 
jobbing  - 
jobbing  - 
shepherd 
jobbing  - 
jobbing  - 
jobbing  - 
horse-keeper 
jobbing  - 

threshing 


Rate 

per 

Week. 


Total 

Earnings 

of  Labourer 

at  regular 

Employment 

exclusive  of 

Hay  Season 

and 

Harvest. 


J.    d. 
9     - 


9  - 

45  I  8  - 

52  !  -  - 

I 

45  1  9  - 


10  6 
9  - 
9     - 


-  from  Club 


44    9/&10/ 


45 


52 


10 


45 

52 

42 

52 

46    10 

48 

45 

37 

44 

41 


9 
9 

8 
9 
8 

8/&9/ 
9  - 
9     6 


10     - 
9     - 


£.  s.  d. 

23  8  6 

20  5  - 

18  -  - 
25  16  8 

20  5  - 

23  2  - 

20  6  - 

20  5  - 

4  5  6 

22  15  - 

21  17  - 
20  5  - 

23  8  - 
13  6  - 

22  -  - 

20  5  - 

13  -  - 
25  4 
27  7  6 

23  -  - 

21  12  - 
20  5  - 

14  16  - 

19  16  - 

16  8  - 

17  9  - 

18  18  - 

20  18  - 

16  2  - 

20  -  - 

I  16  - 


Earnings 

of 

Labourer 

during 

Hay  .Season 

and 

Harvest. 


£.    s. 
o 


3   17 
2     — 

5  5 

6  10 

5  5 

6  13 

5  19 
5  11 


20   14     - 


5   11 


£.       s.   d. 
753      I      8 


Earnings 

of 
Wife  and 
Family. 


6  16 


5     8 


6  6- 

5     -     - 

4  5- 

5  8- 
5     8- 

7  3- 
5     8- 

4  8- 
7      7- 

5  15     - 

4  15     - 

5  10     - 


£.    s.    d. 
12  10     3 

2  12     - 

C) 
31    11     5 

9     2- 

11    18     4 
18     4     - 

3  II     6 
7     3- 


3  11     6 


15   12     - 

9     2- 

15     1    10 


3  IS     - 

8  6  10 

1  6     - 

19  1      4 


16  13  8 
25  15  8 
5  4- 
20  4  I 
2  12  - 
1  19  - 
8     9- 

10     2     7 


Gleanings, 
value  of 


£.    ».    d. 


14     - 


Estimated 
Value  of 
Garden  Pro- 
ducc,  after 
deducting 

Rent 
and  other 
Expenses. 


£.     s.    d. 


1     7     6 


1    17     6 


17     6 


-    15     - 

-90 


4/.  shearing. 


I      4 


10     6 


15     - 


•S    .£ 


P. 


£.    J.     d. 

37  18     9 

28     5     - 


61 

9 

/ 

34 

12 

- 

44 

5 

4 

43 

14 

- 

30 

9 

6 

34 

3 

6 

31      7     6 


28  18 

- 

38  15 

6 

40  14 

10 

13  - 

- 

31  10 

- 

32  - 

6 

.36  16 

4 

27  3 

- 

44  14 

4 

20  4 

- 

43  12 

8 

51  11 

8 

28  5 

- 

46  9 

1 

29  5 

- 

22  16 

- 

35  15 

- 

37  13 

1 

This  Table  .shoirs,— 

1st,  Tliat  ivages  have  increased 


since  the  year  1 834,  the  above  30  men  having  received  in   that  year  727/.   2  s.  for   1,560  weeks'  employment;  and  in  1837, 
2dly,  It  .idmiL*  a  decrease  of  income,  as   compared  with  1834,  of  14  /.    I  s.  3cf.  between  six  of  the  labomers,  and  shore  au  increase  in  the  remaining  24  men 
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purporting  to  show  the  condition  of  Thirty  Labourers  belonging  to  the  Parish  of   IVestoning,  in  the  Year  1837. 


Expenditure  during  1837,  for 


Rates. 


Fuel. 


».     d. 
65     - 

60     - 


Clubs. 


78 

65 

78 
78 
78 
78 

65 


».     d. 


(3 


3 

o 


£.    I.    d. 

su- 
es- 


.a  .  ^ 
*  ft.  S 
3   §  I     • 

O     O  S* 

e  U  s  o 


Total 

Number 

in  each 

Labourer'a 

FamSy 

in 

the  Year 

1837. 


Ouiitted 
Soureet 

of 
Income. 


15 


15  - 
12  - 


78  - 


49  - 


78  - 


78  - 

65  - 

40  2 

78  - 

78  - 

78  - 

65  - 

78  - 

78  - 

78  - 

78  - 


18  - 

18  - 

12  - 

12  - 

12  - 


12  - 


24  8 


12  - 
12  - 


6  5- 

7  IS  6 

6  18  - 
9  8- 

7  14  - 

6  5- 


£.  ».  d. 

32  7  9 

22  -  - 


3  18  - 
6  18  - 

6  18  - 

_  18  - 

7  16  - 
7  6- 
2  12  2 

4  10  - 
1  4  - 
7  8- 

7  10  - 
6  -  - 

8  2  8 
6  6- 
1  10  9 
6  12  - 

6  18  - 


55  7  7 

28  7  - 

36  9  10 

36  16  - 

21  I  6 

26  9  6 

25  2  6 


25  -  - 

31  17  6 

33  16  10 
13  -  - 
30  12  - 
24  4  6 
29  10  4 
24  10  10 
40  4  4 
19  -  - 
36  4  8 
44  1  8 
22  5  - 
38  6  5 
22  19  - 
21   5  3 

29  3     - 

30  15      1 


-  -  gardeDt  allot' 
ment  and  a  pig. 


I 

3 
3 
2 

6 
I 
6 
6 

7 
8 
2 

li 

3 


.   *  an  allowance 
when  from  home 
with  the  horses. 
-  *  half  an  acre  of 
land  rent  free. 


api^ 


building  ricki. 


R     E     M     A     n     K     S. 


(*)  Has  not  seen  Crabtree  or  Turner. 

-  -  C*)  Refused  to  give  any  account  of  the  farniagi  if  hi*  wife,  who  i% 
post-woman,  errant-woman,  and  keep.H  a  »hn]). 
(*^)  Waa  not  examined  by  Turner  or  agent. 


(<S)  Wai  nut  exaniinet]  by  Turner  or  Crabtree. 


(')  Declined  an  examination. 


-  -  ( '  )  This  man  is  In  possession  of  a  cotti^  Hgljt.kcqM  cows  and  pip, 
and  hi^i  income  cannot  be  correi'tlv  ascertained. 


'  beer  and  milk. 


-  -  (()  Has  never  been  .ipplied  to  by  Crabtree.  Tm  or  BIggi  for  a 
statement. 

('■)  Refuses  information,  not  having  given  any  toCmbtreeor  Turner. 

(')  Lives  with  his  father. 

(')  Did  not  inform  Crabtree  or  Turner. 

(')  Did  not  see  Crabtree  or  Turner. 

{")  Has  not  furnished  to  any  one  a  sutemeot  of  hiscutiingt. 


(°)  Was  not  applied  to  by  Crabtree  or  Turner,  or  aa;  one  on  their  behalf. 

-  -  (o)  States  thst  Turner  and  Crabtree  did  not  ioqaire  into  the  earn- 
ings of  the  &mily. 

(P)  This  man  has  beer  and  milk  all  the  j-eir.  and  mikn  plait  ou  hit 


and  plaiting  &traw.      own  account,  whilst  tending  the  sheep ;  am^  unt  Oi-t  included. 


garden  allotment. 


123  J 


(1)  Married  at  Michaelmas  1837. 


for  1,537  weeks'  work,  763  f.  I  s.  8rf. 

of  164 1.  35.  2i/.,  and  at  the  same  time  a  decrease  m  population  of  2  J  ;   so  that,  supposing  the  necessaries  of  life  to  be  deartr  than  iu  1 834.  the  labourer  'a  muck  bett«r  off 
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STATEMENTS  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Cadogan  Williams. 

Mr.  Cadogan  Williams  having  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  give  evidence,  the  Committee 
allowed  him  to  put  in  the  following  statement  :— 

1  SEE,  from  a  brief  history  given  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Equitable  Assurance 
Office,  that  it  was  established  about  the  year  17G2.  That  the  number  of  policies  that  had 
been  granted  to  the  year  1768  were  1,168,  yet  there  were  only  564  in  force;  the  rest  had 
become  forfeited,  to  the  great  profit  of  the  Society,  by  persons  discontinuing  to  pay  their 
premiums,  which  I  attribute  to  want  of  faith  and  ignorance  of  the  public  in  such  transactions 
(and  they  must  have  been  the  better  educated  public):  indeed,  what  goes  to  prove  that  to 
be  the  case,  the  attoniey-general  of  the  day  did  not  think  himself  justified  to  advise  the 
Crown  to  grant  a  charter  to  the  Society  ;  for  the  premiums  were  not  thought  sufficiently  high, 
though  they  were  then  nearly  double  in  amount  what  they  are  now.  At  that  time  the 
Amicable  Assurance  Office  assured  a  given  sum  on  all  lives  under  the  age  of  forty-five,  for 
one  common  amount  of  premium.  What  induces  me  to  bring  those  facts  forward  is,  to  show, 
that  insurance,  in  its  commencement,  and  on  just  views,  is  but  a  business  of  yesterday  ;  and 
that  it  is  not  likely  that  every  possible  assurance  has  been  established  or  discovered  for 
distributing  wealth,  especially  those  that  afi'ect  the  working  classes,  as,  in  the  nature  of  tilings, 
the  most  improved  portion  of  society  are  likely  to  lead  as  to  time  in  deriving  advantage  from 
institutions.  With  regard  to  giving  the  working  classes  the  opportunity  of  making  a  pro- 
vision for  their  old  age,  it  is  true  they  may  place  their  money  in  the  savings  banks,  which 
is  a  means  they  did  not  in  former  days  possess  ;  but  suppose  an  individual  had  accumulated 
sixty  pounds,  which  is  a  large  sura  for  the  class  contemplated  to  be  possessed  of,  yet  if  he 
were  subjected  to  protracted  helplessness,  he  would  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  parish 
aid  after  a  life  of  frugality.  Now,  had  that  person  the  opportunity,  and  had  \mA  Gl.  Is.  4d. 
when  he  was  21,  or  7Z.  7  s.  4cl.  when  he  was  25  years  of  age,  and  so  in  proportion  as  age 
advanced,  he  would  be  entitled  to  (bur  shillings  a  week  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
si.\ty-five  (the  value  of  the  annuities  are  not  my  calculations,  but  given  from  public  returns): 
it  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  a  sum  of  money  to  make  a  provision  for  old  age.  In 
fact,  a  deferred  annuity  is  the  way  a  given  sum  will  go  furthest  to  secure  an  object  which 
must  be  desired  by  every  one,  that  is,  an  independent  provision  for  old  age  ;  it  is  availing 
ourselves  of  the  order  and  method  of  nature.  Now,  with  respect  tr>  carrying  this  scheme  into 
practice  throughout  Great  Britain,  its  practicability  lias  possibly  staggered  some  gentlemen. 
The  main  pivot  of  the  business  must  depend  on  the  annuitant's  declaration;  and  so  marked 
is  every  individual  by  time  and  place  of  nativity,  family,  connexions  and  calling,  that  the 
identity  is  completely  secured  witii  ordinary  precaution  ;  and  when  a  person  has  put  those 
forward  in  a  declaration,  and  enrolled  himself  in  a  class  or  section  where  he  is  known,  I 
tliink  it  will  be  difficult  to  show  how  personation  is  to  take  place.  It  is  to  be  observed,  this 
assurance  is  not  dependent  on  morals,  but  on  natural  result.  It  requires  no  certificates  from 
medical  men  ;  for  had  we  a  pestilence,  it  might  be  trying  to  the  resources  of  Life  Assurance 
Societies,  but  it  would  add  to  the  wealth  of  a  deferred  Annuity  Association,  and  it  could  not 
inconvenience  Government,  but  would,  in  some  measure,  act  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  incon- 
venience which  seems  to  be  apprehended  from  the  savings  bank;  and  it  would  be  the  jdainest 
of  all  plain  business,  as  the  time  of  payment  and  amount  of  payments,  after  they  were  once 
entered,  would  be  unchangeable  as  to  amount  and  time.  I  will  now  show  how  I  intend  the 
scheme  should  be  carried  into  practice  : 

Constitution  of  the  Society. 

To  enable  persons,  in  the  years  of  profitable  Jabour,  to  make  a  provision  for  old  age,  Be  it 
Enacted,  That  there  be  founded  a  Society,  under  the  name  of  the  "  British  Deferred  Annuity 
Society  ;"  and  be  it  authorized  to  receive  money  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions  : — 
That  jiersons  may  become  members  by  signing  and  getting  testified  the  annexed  Declaration 
(No.  I.),  in  the  manner  prescribed,  aiid  paying  fourteen  consecutive  half-yeariy  payments  in 
May  and  November,  according  to  the  premiums  in  Table  (No.  1),  to  secure  an  annuity  of 
fifty  shillings  annually,  after  the  person  attains  the  age  of  sixty  ;  or  as  many  fifty  shillings  as 
the  person  may  think  proper  to  purchase  ;  a  shilling  annually  must  be  paid  in  the  month  of 
May,  to  place  the  person's  identity  beyond  dispute:  persons,  if  they  had  ratlier accomplish 
the  business  by  one  payment,  to  adopt  Declaration  (No.  2),  and  Table  (No.  2);  but  there  must 
be  in  this  case"  an  annual  shilling  paid  in  the  month  of  May  for  the  same  end  (the  annuity  to 
be  paid  in  two  half-vearly  payments,  in  Ajiril  and  October).  The  first  day  of  payment  that 
follows  the  annuitant's  attaining  his  sixtieth  year,  will  seldom  coincide;  therefore  the  amount 
due  is  to  be  reckoned,  with  the  exception  of  odd  days  and  a  week.  The  annuitant,  if  he 
should  think  proper  to  run  the  risk,  may  defer  receiving  his  annuity  when  he  attains  the  age 
of  sixtv,  as  its  increase  annually  is  considerable ;  in  five  years  it  nearly  doubles.  The 
sections  of  the  "  British  Deferred  Annuity  Society,"  are  to  appoint  the  savings  bank  agents, 
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or  any  person  they  may  deem  trust-worthy  to  transact  their  business,  who  will  have  to  keep 
an  account  corresponding  with  one  kept  in  London ;  and  on  his  receiving  the  periodical  pay- 
ments, immediately  to  transmit  them  to  London,  for  whicli  a  statement  will  be  returned  : 
and  when  the  rnoney  will  be  bought  into  the  public  securities,  in  the  name  of  the  "British 
Deferred  Annuity  Society."  The  actuary  to  transmit  the  annexed  policies  according  to  tlii- 
manner  of  purchase  on  receiving  the  premiums.  To  place  the  t^ociety  on  safe  ground, 
money  is  to  l>e  reckoned  at  3i  per  cent.,  and  the  calculations  are  to  be  made  from  tables 
that  estimate  life  comparatively  high ;  but  should  more  be  made  with  the  money,  or  should 
a  i)estilence  take  place,  or  should  the  experience  of  the  Society  justify  any  increase  over  the 
amount  promised  to  the  annuitants,  it  is  to  be  given  in  proportion  to  each  individual  memljer's 
just  claim.  The  annuity  is  to  be  paid  the  annuitant  on  his  presenting  himself,  in  preference 
to  any  previously-executed  order,  as  these  annuities  are  not  transferable. 

Note. — It  is  contrary  to  principle  to  interfere  with  persons  disposing  of  what  is  their  own ; 
but  to  allow  it  in  the  commencement  of  such  a  business,  might  perplex  it,  whatever  may  t)c 
Jone  at  a  future  time. 


(No.  1.) 

DflCLARATiON  to  be  made  by  Persons  who  solicit  to  become  Members  of  tlio 
"  British  Depkrbed  Annuity  Society." 

I,  John  Jenkins,  carpenter,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  county  of  (ilamor- 
gan,  but  born  in  the  parish  of  Coity,  in  the  said  county  ;  I  served  my  apprenticeship  to 
Howel  Kees,  of  Cadoxton,  am  the  son  of  Henry  Jenkins  and  Mary  Howel.  My  father 
is  by  trade  a  shoemaker ;  1  solicit  to  become  a  member  of  the  "  British  Deferred  Annuity 
Society,"  and  to  enter  myself  in  the  Swansea  section  of  the  same.  I  was  born  May  Hi, 
181-2,  and  am  now  in  my  2.ith  year.  I  have  sent  2.5s.  (id.,  which  is  my  first  half-vearly 
payment,  according  to  your  Tables,  towards  securing  me  an  annuity  of  10  /.  during  niy  life, 
after  I  attain  the  age  of  60,  provided  I  shall  pay  the  other  13  consecutive  half-yearly  pay- 
ments, and  an  annual  payment  of  1  s.  in  the  month  of  May,  to  place  my  identity  beyond 
dispute.  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  the  "  British  Deferred  Annuity  Society" 
coming  to  my  knowledge,  I  promise  to  make  it  known  to  the  actuary  of  the  district  I  may 
reside  at,  and  I  promise  not  to  withhold  any  infomiation  that  may  be  of  use  to  the  Society"; 
and  I  do  hereby  agree,  that  this  declaration  be  the  basis  of  my  claim  on  the  "  British 
Deferred  Annuity  Society  ;"  and  I  do  agree,  if  my  averment  with  regard  to  my  age  be 
untrue,  all  money  that  is  or  shall  be  paid  to  the  Society  on  my  account,  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  I  cease  to  have  any  claim  on  the  Society,  and  I  agree  to  be  subject  to  the  niles  and 
regulations  of  the  Society ;  as  witness  my  hand  this  5th  day  of  May  1837.    »  ,      t    f 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify.  That  we  know  the  above-named  John  Jenkins,  and 
consider  what  he  has  declared,  to  be  true ;  and  should  any  circumstance  in  the 
affairs  of  the  "  British  Deferred  Annuity  Society  "  render  it  necessary,  we  shall  be 
able  to  speak  to  his  identity,  which  we  promise  to  do. 

Morgan  Jones      '  Members  of  the  Swansea  section  of  the 
Herbert  T/iomas\"  ^''^''^'^  Deferred  Annuity  Society." 


(No.  2.) 

Declaration  to  be  made  by  Persons  who  solicit  to  become  Members  of  the 
"  Bkitish  Deferred  Annuity  Society." 

I,  James  Lloyd,  mason,  now  of  the  parish  of  Wick,  in  the  county  of  (ilamoi-uan  ;  I 
was  born  in  the  parish  of  Margam,  in  the  same  county;  I  served  my  apprenticeship  to 
Morgan  Jenkin,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Bride's.  I  am  the  son  of  E.  Lloyd  and  Maiy  James, 
of  kmgan  ;  my  father  was  by  trade  a  weaver.  I  solicit  to  become  a  member  of  the 
"  British  Deferred  Annuity  Society,"  and  to  enter  myself  a  member  in  the  Brid^'cud  section 
of  the  same.  I  was  born  May  10,  181-2,  and  am  now  in  my  2oth  year.  I  have  sent  ten  jjounds 
and  nine-pence,  which  is  the  sum  necessary,  according  to  your  Table  (No.  2),  to  secure  mean 
annuity  of  seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings' after  I  attain  the  age  of  sixty  ;  but  1  am  to  pay 
one  shilling  annually  at  May,  until  I  am  entitled  to  my  sftmuity,  to  place  my  identity  beyond 
dispute,  and  which,  if  I  neglect,  I  render  myself  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five"  shillings 
for  every  such  oniission.  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  the  "  British  Deferred 
Annuity  Society"  coming  to  my  knowledge,  I  jiromise  to  make  it  known  to  the  actuary 
of  the  district  I  may  reside  at,  and  I  promise  not  to  withhohl  any  information  that  may  be 
of  use  to  the  Society  ;  and  I  do  hereby  agree,  that  this  declaration  be  the  basis  of  my  claim 
on  the  "British  Dcfeiied  Annuity  Society ;"  and  1  do  agree  if  my  averment,  with  retard 
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to  my  age  be  untnie,  tlie  money  I  have  paid,  or  may  pay,  to  the  Society,  shall  he  forfeited, 
and  1  cease  to  have  any  claim  whatsoever  on  the  Society ;  and  I  agree  to  be  subject  to  the 
rviles  and  regulations  of  the  Society;  as  witness  my  hand,  this  6th  day  of  May  18;37. 

James  Lloyd. 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify,  That  we  know  the  above  James  Lloyd,  and  consider  w  hat 
he  has  declared,  to  be  correct ;  and  should  any  circumstance  in  the  affairs  of  the 
"  British  Deferred  Annuity  Society  "  render  it  necessary,  we  shall  be  able  to  speak 
to  his  identity,  which  we  promise  to  do. 

jy'i^^f  j"'  ^       (Members  of  the  Bridgend  section  of  the 

Tif"  .^      ^T^*     77  f     "  British  DefeiTcd  Annuity  Society." 
Matthew  JiowelU  •'  ■' 


(No.  1.) 

Policy  of  Admission  to  the  "British  Deferred  Annuity  Society." 

John  Jenkins,  on  the  terms  of  your  declaration,  and  the  rules  of  the  Society,  you  are 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Swansea  section  of  the  "British  Deferred  Annuity  Society ;" 
and  1  acknowledge  receiving  25  s.  6  d.,  which  is  your  first  half-yearly  payment  towards 
securing  you  an  annuity  of  10  /.  per  annum  after  you  have  attained  the  age  of  GO,  and  when 
you  have  paid  13  half-yearly  consecutive  payments  of  the  same  amount,  and  one  shilling 
annually  in  May  to  that  time,  to  place  your  identity  beyond  doubt. 


Witness,  A.  B. 


John  Chapman,  Actuary,  London. 


(No.  2.) 

Policy  of  Admission  to  the  "British  Deferred  Annuity  Society." 

James  Lloyd,  on  the  terms  of  your  declaration,  and  the  rules  of  the  Society,  you  are 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Bridgend  section  of  the  "  British  Deferred  Annuity  Society ;" 
and  I  acknowlege  receiving  ten  pounds  and  nine-pence,  which  will  entitle  you,  when  you 
have  paid  annually  in  May  one  shilling,  till  you  have  attained  the  age  of  CO,  to  secure  your 
identity,  seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings  for  life  afterwards. 


Witness,  A .  B. 


John  Chapman,  Actuary,  London. 


Table  (No.  1.) 


A  Table  of  Annual  Payments,  to  continue 
for  Seven  Years,  to  secure  an  Annuity  of 
Fifty  Shillings  after  the  Persons  of  the 
vmder-mentioned  Ages  attain  the  A"e  of 
Sixty. — The  Premiums  to  be  paid  in  Two 
Half-yearly  Payments,  May  and  No- 
vember. 


Age. 

15  - 

20  - 

25  - 

30  - 

35  - 

40  - 

45  - 

50  - 


£.   s. 

-  7 

-  9 

-  12 

-  10 
1  1 
1   8 

1  19 

2  14 


Table  (No.  2.) 


Single  Sums  necessary  for  Persons  of  the 
under-mentioned  Ages  to  pay  to  secure 
an  Annuity  of  Fifty  Shillings  for  Life, 
after  they  attain  the  Age  of  Sixty. 

£. 

-  -  -  2 

-  -  -  2 
3 


Age. 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


1 
12 

C 

C 
11 

C 

le 


</. 
9 
G 
11 
•2 

9 
4 


THIRTV-SEVENTII,  THIRTY-?:iGHTH,  AND 
THIRTY-NINTH 

REPORTS 


SELECT  COMMiriEE 

ON    THE 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT ; 

WITH    THE 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE, 

AND  APPENDIX. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commune,  to  he  Pri^tud, 
1  June  1838. 


IPricegd.] 


These  Reports  have  ban  printed  and  circulated 
a  Secondtime,  un  account  of  a  viistakc  ivliicli 
occurred  in  the  Appendices  to  the  former 
Reports,  and  which  stand  corrected  here. 
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FORTIETH 


REPORT 


FROM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON   THE 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT; 


WITH   THE 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Ordered,  ly  Tlie  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed,  ■ 
7  June  1838. 


4.j2. 


[     ii     ] 


Lu7ice,  2"^°  die  Novanbrls,   1837 


Ordcied,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Twenty-one  Members  : 


Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  Fuzakcrley. 

Mr.  Richard  Walker. 

Mr.  Poulett  Scrope. 

Mr.  Baines. 

Mr.  Boiling. 

Mr.  Lister. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremautle. 

Mr.  Bameby. 

Mr.  Liddell. 

Mr.  Estcourt  (Devizes). 


Mr.  Ward. 

Lord  Viscount  Howick. 

Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Miles  (Somerset). 

Mr.  Law  Hodges. 

Mr.  Chichester. 

Mr.  Slaney. 

Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  John  Fielden. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 


Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Jovis,  S' die  Februarii,   1838. 


Ordered,  That  power  be  given  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT  - 
MIxNUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 


p.     HI 
p.       1 


[  iii  ] 


R     E     P     ()     R     T. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  under  the  Orders  and  Regulations  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Poor  Law- 
Amendment  Act  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  : — 


HAVE  taken  some  further  Evidence,  which  tliey  have  aipeed  to  report  to 
The  House. 


7  June  1838. 
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[     iv     ] 


WITNESSES. 


Jovis,  7°  die  Junii,  1838. 

William  Edward  Hickson,  Esq.        -         -         -  -  -     p.     1 

JVilliam  Shadbolt,  Esq.           -         -         -         -  -  -p-i5 

The  Rev.  John  George  Storie         -         -        -  -  -     p.  1 8 


[    I    ] 

MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


Jovis,   T  die  Junii,    1838. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Miles.  I  Mr.  Freshfield. 

Mr.  Bainca.  \  Mr.  Walker. 

Mr.  FAZAKERLEY,    in  the  Chair. 


William  Edward  Hickson,  Esq.  was  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

13131.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  West     fV.  E.  Hickson, 
London  Union  ? — I  am.  ^'^' 

13132.  Are  you  also  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the       7  June  1838. 
state  of  the  hand-loom  weavers  ? — I  am. 

13133.  Have  you  had  great  experience  in  the  administration  of  relief  to  the 
poor,  and  generally  in  parochial  management? — I  have  necessarily,  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  guardians,  some  practical  acquaintance  with  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Bill ;  it  is  a  point  to  which  I  have  paid  at  various  times 
very  considerable  attention. 

13134.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  guardians? — For 
the  last  six  months,  the  whole  period  since  we  have  been  formed  into  a  union  ; 
it  is  one  of  the  most  recently  formed  unions. 

13135.  You  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  constantly? — Very. 

13136.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the  system  of  electing  guardians  by 
lists? — Yes  ;  that  is  a  subject  to  which,  at  a  previous  period,  I  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners ;  I  have  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Frankland  Lewis  on  the  .subject ;  it  appears  one  of  the  defects  of  the 
system,  the  manner  in  which  the  principle  of  election  is  carried  out;  the  principle  of 
representation  is  of  course  invariably  the  same  ;  that  is,  the  rate-payers  elect 
local  representatives  or  guardians,  but  the  manner  in  which  that  principle  is 
carried  out  is  widely  difierent  in  different  districts  ;  and  it  appears  to  me  the  results 
are  also  widely  different.  For  instance,  if  I  reside  in  one  part  of  the  country  I 
am  called  on  as  an  inhabitant  and  rate-payer  of  a  small  parish  to  elect  one 
guardian,  or  one  local  representative ;  if  I  reside  in  another  part  of  the  country, 
and  find  myself  an  inhabitant  of  a  large  parish,  I  am  called  on  to  elect  perhaps 
30  local  representatives,  some  of  the  boards  of  guardians  consisting  of  30 
members ;  now,  though  I  may  be  a  very  qualified  person  to  find  one  individual 
who  may  be  a  fit  and  proper  local  representative  for  that  district,  it  by  no  means 
follows  I  am  qualified  to  find  20  or  30  individuals  equally  fit  and  qualified 
to  act  as  local  representatives  :  whenever  I  have  been  called  on  to  act  in  this 
manner  I  have  felt  myself  exceedingly  puzzled,  and  veiy  much  at  a  loss 
indeed  ;  there  are  very  few  persons  whose  acquaintance  is  so  large  in  a  neigh- 
bourhood that  they  can  immediately,  without  assistance,  find  out  20  or  30 
local  representatives  fit  to  take  on  themselves  the  discharge  of  an  onerous 
duty. 

13137.  If  a  large  town,  called  on  to  elect  a  great  number  of  guardians  in 
consequence  of  its  great  population,  were  to  be  divided  into  wards  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  the  guardians,  each  ward  to  elect  one  or  at  most  two  guardians,  do  you 
think  that  would  tend  to  a  more  satisfactory  result? — Unquestionably;  wherever 
that  principle  is  not  tbllowed  out,  that  is  to  say,  where  the  electors  are  called  on 
to  give  a  vote  fur  more  than  one  or  two  representatives,  instead  of  a  system  of 
representation  we  have  a  system  of  nomination.  The  election  tails  into  the  hands 
of  a  local  junta;  a  few  individuals  meet  perhaps  in  a  public-house  parloua  and 
put  forth  their  list  of  persons  to  be  chosen,  and  a  few  individuals  meet  elsewhere, 

4.52.  A  and 
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W.E.  Hkksoii,      and  put  forth  their  hst ;  the  electors  find  themselves  in  the  situation  of  being 
Esq.  obliged  perhaps  to  vote  for  the  extremes  of  either  party. 

• 131 3^-  You  mean  where  lists  are  put  forward  and  supported  by  powerful 

7  June  1838.  bodies  iu  the  parish,  it  would  be  difficult  for  individuals  wishing  to  make  a  selec- 
tion and  to  except  names  from  the  list,  to  obtain  any  sufficient  support  for  any 
incUvidual  name  he  might  wish  to  bring  fonvard? — Yes. 

13139.  The  parish  having  been  generally  canvassed,  it  is  presumed,  for  the 
whole  list  ? — Yes  ;  and  in  a  vast  majority  of  the  electors  I  find  a  perfect  igno- 
rance of  the  (pialifications  of  a  majority  of  the  candidates ;  I  hold  it  perfectly 
impossible,  where  there  are  30  guardians,  that  every  elector  can  be  fully 
conversant  with  the  qualifications  of  the  whole  of  the  30. 

13140.  In  a  large  and  populous  parish  probably  few  of  the  electors  are  con- 
versant with  the  character  and  qualifications  o<  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants? — 
Certainly  not ;  but  where  I  am  called  on  to  elect  one  or  two  representatives,  I 
would  take  the  trouble  to  find  out  their  qualifications,  whether  I  had  any 
acquaintance  with  them  or  not ;  but  where  1  am  called  on  to  elect  20  or  30, 
the  case  is  very  different. 

13141.  Does  it  not  often  happen  when  the  election  of  these  people  takes  place 
by  lists,  the  lists  are  sometimes  confined  to  particular  districts  of  the  town,  and 
that  the  remaining  districts  of  the  town  are  in  truth  without  representation  ? — 
Yes;  that  is  another  point  I  must  notice,  that  by  the  list  system  there  is  no  repre- 
sentation of  the  minority  ;  though  I  hold  it  to  be  a  sound  principle  that  the 
majority  should  govern,  yet  it  is  also  a  sound  principle  that  the  minority  in  any 
district  should  have  some  share  in  the  local  representation.  For  instance,  I  find 
that  different  classes  of  voters  reside  in  dittbrent  parts  of  the  districts.  The 
poorer  classes  of  voters  all  reside  in  one  neighbourhood.  Siippose  a  district  to 
be  so  constituted  that  the  majority  should  consist  of  a  richer  class  of  rate-payers, 
the  minority  of  poor  rate-payers  would  not  be  represented  at  all  on  the  list  system, 
but  they  would  in  a  ward  system  ;  suppose  a  district  was  divided  into  different 
wards,  the  jjoorer  district  having  a  ward  of  its  own,  in  that  case  the  poor  electors 

,  would  nominate  one  or  two  representatives  ;  on  the  list  system,  supposing  the 

majority  were  wholly  composed  of  rich  rate-payers,  the  others  would  be  entirely 
exclusive. 

1 3 1 4'J.  Mr.  Freshfield.]  So  if  the  poor  predominated,  they  would  elect  tlie  whole 
of  the  guardians  ? — Yes. 

13143.  Cliairman.]  Do  you  think  the  election  of  guardians  by  wards  les& 
likely  to  be  governed  by  party  feeling  and  less  productive  of  party  animosity  than 
election  by  Usts  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  would  be  the  case. 

13144.  Have  you  ever  considered  to  what  extent  this  system  of  dividing 
parishes  into  wards  might  be  carried,  as  to  what  should  be  the  extent  of  the 
population  of  any  ward  ? — No,  I  have  not,  as  to  the  precise  number  of  the 
electors  to  be  called  on  to  vote  for  a  definite  number  of  representatives  ;  I 
think  the  rule  should  be,  that  not  more  than  two  representatives  should  be 
chosen  for  any  one  district. 

13145.  Supposing  a  town  was,  under  the  existing  system,  ordered  to  elect  30 
guardians,  you  would  propose  that  should  be  divided  into  15  wards  ? — Yes. 

13146.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  town  in  which  this  arrangement  of 
elections  by  wards  has  taken  place  under  the  Municipal  Act  ? — I  am  an  inhabi- 
tant householder  in  the  city  of  London,  where  the  common  councilmen  of 
London  arc  annually  elected  ;  we  have  there  the  list  system  for  the  election  of 
common  councilmen,  which  was  perhaps  the  first  thing  which  drew  my  attention 
to  the  mischievous  result  of  its  operation  ;  though  1  have  been  an  inhabitant 
of  the  ward  of  Farringdon  Without  for  many  years,  yet  I  am  not  at  the  present 
moment  personally  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  16  representatives  for 
that  ward  ;  there  are  1 6  common  councilmen  chosen  as  our  representatives  for 
the  ward  of  Farringdon  Without  on  the  list  system  to  which  I  have  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  Committee. 

13147.  Has  that  long  prevailed  in  the  city  of  London  in  the  election  of  the 
common  council  ? — Always,  to  my  remembrance. 

1 31 48.  What  inconvenience  do  you  find  resulting  from  it  ? — One  is,  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  choose  persons  with  whom  we  are  not  even  personally  acquainted  ; 
and  another  is,  that  it  degenerates  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  and  has  degene- 
rated in  the  ward  of  Farringdon  Without,  into  a  system  of  self  election  :  there 
seems  to  be,  every  St.  Thomas's  day,  a  tacit  understanding  among  the  members 

of 
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of  the  common  council  to  stand  by  each  other  ;  I  always  find  that  where  there     /r.  P.  Hickion, 
are  16  local  representatives  they  agreed  to  stand  by  each  other  to  return  each  '■-**l- 

other  if  possible  ;   each   of  those  representatives  having  his  own  16  friends  or  a  ~~ 

greater  number  ;  the  16  multiphed  by  16  makes  quite  a  host,  which  it  is  impos-       7  "'"°°  '^38. 
sible  to  resist ;  it  is  the  most  powerful  election  committee  possibly  to  be  found. 

13149.  Mr.  F)-cs/iJield.]  Your  proposition  would  be  to  subdivide  the  ward  ? — 
Yes,  so  that  not  more  than  two  members  of  the  common  council  should  be 
elected  for  any  one  part  of  the  ward. 

13150.  Chairman.]  The  same  principle  you  would  apply  to  the  election  of 
guardians  ? — -Yes  ;  in  truth,  as  far  as  the  election  of  guardians  is  concerned, 
it  is  placed  on  a  much  more  satisfactory  footing  ;  we  elect  by  parishes,  not  for 
the  whole  ward. 

13151.  Do  you  find  any  inconvenience  in  the  present  system  of  electing  guar- 
dians with  respect  to  the  property  (jualification  of  voters,  either  by  proxy  or 
otherwise?- -I  cannot  personally  speak  to  that  subject;  we  have  not  had  any 
contest. 

13152.  Mr.  Baines.]  Does  the  law,  as  it  at  present  stands,  allow  of  your 
electing  guardians  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  whole  parish;  is  it  competent  to 
divide  the  parishes  into  wards  by  any  existing  authority? — I  have  understood, 
from  personal  communication  with  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  the  law  Is 
in  that  state  that  they  have  not  power  to  subdivide  parishes  in  the  way  I  have 
proposed. 

13153-  Therefore,  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  you  have  recommended,  it 
would  be  necessary  that  the  law  should  undergo  an  alteration  to  confer  that 
power  ? — Yes  ;  I  think  they  recjuire  an  extension  of  their  powers,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  consolidate  small  parishes  and  subdivide  large  ones  ;  the  principle 
of  division  is  carried  to  too  great  an  extent  in  the  city  of  London  within  their 
wards. 

13154.  Chairman.]  The  parishes  are  very  small  ? — Yes. 

iSI.'jS-  With  a  very  small  pojmlation,  some  of  them  ?— Very  small ;  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  the  board  of  guardians  is  very  numerous  ;  I  find  that  all  large 
bodies  of  representatives  are  inexpedient  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

13156.  Mr.  Freshfield.]  You  are  j)robably  aware  that  the  same  inconvenience 
exists  in  some  places  :  one  guardian  is  elected  for  a  parish  containing  a  very  small 
population  ? — No  doubt  it  is  so. 

13157.  Mr.  Baines.]  Should  you  not  consider  it  a  verj^  great  evil  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  new  Poor  Law  to  have  party  feeling,  a  mere  poUtical  party 
feeling,  prevaiUng,  rather  than  those  feelings  that  would  arise  out  of  an  anxiety  to 
administer  the  law  well  ? — I  think  it  is  very  desirable,  exceedingly  so,  that  party 
feeling  should  not  be  mixed  up  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  ;  on  our 
own  board  we  have  persons  of  all  parties,  those  who  call  themselves  Whigs, 
Tories  or  Radicals  ;  the  best  feeling,  I  am  happy  to  say,  exists  among  them  ;  one 
very  desirable  object  to  be  attained  by  the  new  system  is,  that  of  bringing 
respectable  persons  belonging  to  dificrent  parties  together  ;  it  promotes  amicable 
feelings  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  brings  us  to  have  a  better  understanding  with 
each  other. 

13158.  But  there  is  great  danger,  is  there  not,  in  large  parishes,  of  the  present 
system  degenerating  into  a  party  c[ucstion  by  the  lists,  one  party  putting  forward 
a  list  with  one  set  of  names,  another  with  another  ?-  -Yes. 

13159.  And  in  that  way  producing  a  nomination  that  is  rather  political  than 
parochial  ? — Yes,  decidedly  so,  as  far  as  my  experience  can  be  taken  as  any  guide, 
having  invariably  observed  it  degenerates  into  a  mere  party  system  ;  it  is  a  trial 
of  strength  between  one  party  and  another  to  gain  the  day. 

13160.  Mr.  Miles.]  Are  the  guardians  of  the  West  London  Union  elected  by 
lists  ? — We  are  under  the  Commissioners. 

13161.  Are  the  guardians  elected  by  lists  r — No,  not  by  lists  ;  only  the  common 
councilmen. 

13 1 62.  You  do  not  speak  from  practical  information  as  far  as  your  own  union 
is  concerned  ? — No,  not  as  far  as  our  own  union  ;  my  experience  of  tiie  list 
system  has  reference  chietly  to  the  election  of  common  councilmen  and  members 
forming  the  committee  of  management  in  the  literary  institutions  to  which  I 
belong. 

1311)3.  Mr.  Baines.]  Supposing  the  elections  to  be  inwards,  you  think  persons 

better  qualified  to  administer  the  law  would  l>c  found  to  be  elected  than  supposing 
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(/ .  i.  Jlichioi,    them  to  be  in  large  bodies  where  there  might  be  put  in  lists,  nomination  hsts,  as 
Ksij.  you  have  called  them,   persons  who  are  calculated  to  be  influenced  by  consi- 

derations   other    than    that    of  tiic  advantageous   administration  of  the  law  ? — 

7  June  1838.       Undoubtedly.    That  is  precisely  my  view  of  the  case. 

13164.  Vou  have  said  that  where  there  is  a  division  into  wards  there  is  an 
advantage  in  this,  that  the  minority  has  a  voice  as  well  as  the  majority  ? — Yes. 

13165.  The  minority,  I  suppose,  would  have  a  voice  in  this  way,  according 
to  your  experience,  that  is,  by  some  wards  electing  one  class  of  guardians,  and 
other  wards  electing  another  class  of  guardians,  but  the  majority  of  every  ward 
would  always  return  the  guardian  ? — Undoubtedly  ;  of  course  the  majority  of 
every  ward  ;  I  suppose  I  am  speaking  of  a  district  divided  into  wards  ;  suppos- 
ing there  should  be  four  divisions  in  that  district,  four  wards  in  that  district, 
three  of  them  would,  perhaps,  return  one  class  of  guardians,  the  fourth  would 
return  guardians  of  another  class  ;  in  that  case,  the  fourth  would  be  the  mino- 
rity ;  but  there  would  be  in  each  case  guardians  representing  what  they  imagine 
to  be  their  local  interest. 

13166.  They  would  be  the  minority  of  the  whole,  but  the  majority  of  that 
ward  ? — Yes,  precisely. 

13167.  Mr.  Freshjicld.]  Supposing  political  opinion  to  be  one  way,  as  to  three 
wards,  and  decidedly  the  other  way  as  to  the  fourth  ward,  it  might  happen  that  the 
three  wards  in  which  a  particular  opinion  predominated  would  return  three 
members,  whereas  the  fourth  ward,  if  the  opposite  opinion  greatly  predomi- 
nated, would  return  another  of  a  different  description,  yet  the  three  might  be 
the  minority  of  the  whole  of  the  fourth  ? — That  I  imagine  could  not  be  the 
case,  supposing  the  district  to  be  equally  divided ;  an  exact  proportion  of  elec- 
tors in  every  ward,  1,000  electors  forming  one  ward,  1,000  forming  another,  in 
that  case  the  minority  could  not  return  the  greater  part,  or  the  whole  of  the 
representatives. 

13168.  What  I  mean  is  this,  you  have  supposed  a  case  in  which  classes  of 
persons  might  live  in  different  wards  ;  there  would  be  the  distinction  between  the 
poor  and  the  rich;  so  as  to  poUtics  they  might  be  divided  in  like  manner? — 
Decidedly. 

131  6q.  But  you  think  it  not  so  probable  ? — No  ;  I  am  not  certain  that  I  catch 
the  import  of  the  question. 

13170.  Mr.  Baines.]  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  there  is  any  place  in 
which  the  object  of  the  election  has  failed,  owing  to  the  town  not  being  divided 
into  wards? — Yes,  Lambeth,  more  particularly  ;  and  when  1  visited  that  parish, 
and  their  industrial  estabhshment  at  Norwood,  I  regretted  to  find  that,  owing  to 
the  influence  of  what  must  be  termed  party  feeling,  the  operation  of  the  new  system 
is  very  materially  impeded. 

13171.  Has  there  not  been  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  arising  within  your  own 
knowledge  from  this  system  of  self-nomination  ? — As  far  as  my  personal  expe- 
rience is  concerned,  it  chiefly  affects,  as  I  explained  to  the  Committee  before,  the 
election  of  common  councilmen  for  the  Ward  of  Farringdon  Without ;  I  have 
considered  vciy  great  inconvenience  has  arisen  out  of  that  system  ;  we  have 
certainly  any  thing  but  such  a  set  of  representatives  as  we  require  in  that  ward ; 
it  appears  to  me  that  it  may  be  entirely  traced  to  the  list  system  ;  if  it  were  to 
be  divided  into  electoral  districts,  each  returning  about  one  or  two,  we  should 
have  a  very  superior  set  of  men. 

13172.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  any  union,  that  the 
guardians  should  be  elected  from  divisions  of  that  union  that  might  combine 
pretty  nearly  in  equal  proportions,  the  rich  and  the  poor? — Yes;  I  think  it  is 
extremely  desirable,  and  in  particular  with  reference  to  differences  in  religious 
opinions. 

13173.  Would  not  the  ward  system  most  completely  effect  that  purpose  ? — I 
am  satisfied  that  that  would  be  the  case,  and  I  consider  it  an  exceedingly  desirable 
object  to  be  effected. 

13174.  And  because  in  some  parts  of  the  town  the  wards  might  consist  of 
what  may  be  called  the  opulent  part  of  the  population,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
tow^n  the  wards  might  consist  of  the  poorer  part  ? — Yes. 

13175.  They  would  each  have  their  representatives  at  the  board  of  guardians? 
— Decidedly,  and  possessing  the  extreme  confidence,  the  decided  confidence  of 
all  parties. 

13176.  ^^'ould  it  not  conciliate  the  confidence  of  all  parties  to  know  each  had 

representatives 
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representatives  at  the  board,  and  who  inidit  be  supposed  to  be  watching  over  jf.E.Hirkson, 
their  own  interests? — I  am  quite  satisfied  that  would  be  the  result.  Rsq. 

13177.  Mr.  Miles.]    Do  you  think  poHtital  feelings  would  have  the  same  pre- — 

dominance  in  choosing;  guardians  for  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  poor,  7  J""e  1838. 
as  they  would  in  choosing  common  councilmen? — I  think  it  would  be  precisely 

a  parallel  case  in  both  instances. 

13178.  Do  you  not  think  that  political  feeling  and  the  desire  of  rising  in  rank, 
in  one  case,  may  have  some  influence  as  to  becoming  one  of  the  common  council, 
which  would  not  be  the  case  as  respected  the  guardians  of  tlie  poor? — No;  as 
far  as  my  experience  is  a  guide,  I  find  political  feeling  to  mi.x  itself  up  with  the 
election  of  the  board  of  guardians,  more  especially  on  the  list  system. 

13179.  Mr.  FreshJiehL]  Do  you  find  it  mixes  itself  with  the  election  of  vestry- 
men ? — Yes,  entirely  ;  but  in  St.  Sepulchre's  we  have  a  select  vestry  ;  it  is  a  sub- 
ject of  great  dissatisfaction. 

131  So.  Do  you  happen  to  know,  in  those  parishes  in  which  Sir  John  Cam 
Hobhouse's  Bill  is  introduced,  there  is  a  struggle  in  the  election  of  vestrymen  ? 
— I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  always  the  case;  I  reside  now  in  St.  George's,  Hanover- 
square  ;  I  have  not  been  conscious  of  any  recent  struggle. 

131  Si.  Chairman.']  Have  you  paid  much  attention  to  the  system  of  schools  of 
instruction  for  the  poor  people  ? — Yes ;  I  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  attention  to  that  part  of  the  subject,  and  I  am,  perhaps,  more  conversant 
with  it  than  many  persons  who  have  interested  themselves  generally  in  the 
question  ;  I  have  visited,  for  example,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  metropolitan 
prisons,  to  see  what  is  the  connexion  between  pauperism  and  crime,  and  espe- 
cially as  to  the  cause  of  juvenile  delinquency  ;  I  was  veiy  much  struck,  indeed 
startled,  with  the  results  of  my  inquiries  ;  I  went  to  Newgate  on  one  occasion, 
and  I  found  there  a  lad  of  16,  who  was  lying  under  sentence  of  death,  who  told 
me  he  had  spent  15  years  of  his  life  in  a  workhouse  ;  he  was  a  thorough  work- 
house-bred youth,  and  had  not  been  six  or  seven  months  out  of  the  workhouse 
of  St.  Mary-le-bone  before  he  was  taken  up  for  stealing  a  gold  watch  ;  he  was 
lying  there  under  sentence  of  death ;  I  visited  the  new  prison  of  Tothil- 
fields,  and  found  2.5  juvenile  delinquents  at  the  tread-mill  ;  1  examined  each  of 
them  personally,  and  found  13  of  them  that  were  workhouse-bred  children  ;  I 
found  the  same  results  at  Bridewell,  and  various  other  metropolitan  prisons. 

13182.  Mr.  Bfl/ne^.]  You  have  mentioned  particular  cases;  in  those  cases 
could  those  persons  read  and  write?— In  some  cases  they  could  :  in  others  they 
could  not. 

13183.  Chairman.]  Those  persons  you  mention,  those  young  persons,  had 
been  in  the  workhouse,  you  say  ? — Yes. 

13184.  Had  they  been  principally  in  the  workhouses  of  the  metropolis,  or  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  London  ?—  Chiefly  of  the  metropolis;  that  was 
not  invariably  the  case  ;  in  the  Penitentiarythere  was  a  number  of  youths  brought 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  a  large  portion  of  them  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  London,  some  300  miles  ;  I  found  many  of  them  workhouse  children. 

1318.5.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  system  of  education  generally  pursued 
in  the  Avorkhouses  of  London? — Yes;  I  was  led  in  the  course  of  this  examination 
of  the  ])risons  to  direct  my  attention  to  the  state  of  workhouse  training  in  the 
metropolitan  districts ;  I  certainly  found  that  the  system  pui-sued  was  as  bad  as  is 
possible  to  be  imagined. 

131 86.  Generally  in  the  workhouses? — Yes,  almost  without  exception. 

13187.  Tell  us  what  the  system  is;  are  they  taught  to  read  and  write,  the 
elementary  parts  of  education  generally? — Perhaps  in  a  majority  of  cases  there  is 
a  profession  made  of  teaching  them  to  read  and  write  ;  but  even  that  mere 
mechanical  training  is  not  satisfactorily  followed  out,  so  that  a  vast  number  of 
children  grow  up  without  being  taught  to  read  and  write ;  but  in  many  cases  1  found 
that  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  guardians,  in  some  instances  even  members  of  the 
new  board  of  guardians,  were  decidedly  hostile  to  children  being  taught  to  read 
and  write;  that  was  the  case  at  the  Barking  workhouse,  a  fishing  town,  12  miles 
from  London  ;  1  visited  that  workhouse;  I  found  that  the  guardians  had  decidedly 
objected  to  teaching  the  children  to  write,  at  least  as  far  as  the  girls  were  concerned, 
and  I  remember  the  matron  who  gave  me  the  information,  who  said  that  she 
very  much  approved  of  the  sentiments  of  the  guardians  on  that  head,  and  that  she 
did  not  see  what  children  who  were  to  be  household  ser\*ants  had  to  do  with 
the  art  of  writing ;  she  had  found  dreadful  results  arising  from  children  knowing 
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JV.  E.  Hichon,     how  to  write ;  slie  told  me  one  instance  that  occurred  of  her  own  knowledge  of  a 
J^sq-  female  pauper  who  by  some  means  had  learned  to  write,  actually  carrying  on  a 

love  correspondence  with  a  pauper  of  the  opposite  sex. 

iji.SS.  You  arc  aware,  by  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners,  it  is  provided 
that  children  in  workhouses  should  be  taught  to  read  and  write? — Yes,  I  am; 
but  though  that  regulation  had  been  issued  by  the  Poor  Law  Conunissioners 
prior  to  my  visit  at  the  workhouse  of  Barking,  I  found  it  had  not  been  then 
acted  on. 

131  So-  That  the  guardians  had  not  acted  on  it? — No;  on  account  of  the 
decided  hostility  among  many  boards  of  guardians  to  education  ;  I  hope  this 
Committee  Avill  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  in  that  respect,  for  1 
am  sensible  they  have  very  u])-hill  work  to  pursue  as  to  a  better  system  of  moral 
mid  industrial  training  for  the  poor. 

ijiqo.  As  to  education,  give  us  a  notion  of  what  it  is  in  the  workhouses  in 
London  and  its  neighbourhood  which  you  have  visited '? — The  principal  feature 
of  it  has  been, up  to  a  very  recent  period,  that  of  employing  paupers  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  system  of  education  ;  any  of  the  paupers  in  the  house  have  been 
thought  to  be  persons  properly  qualified  to  superintend  the  moral  and  industrial 
training  of  children  ;  it  is  in  consecjuence  of  that  system  being  pursued,  chiefly, 
the  results  have  been  what  I  have  described. 

13191.  Are  the  children  kept  to  school  at  regular  hours,  and  made  to  attend 
to  habits  of  cleanliness  and  order  in  the  school? — They  are  beginning  to  be  so 
attended  to  in  the  new  unions  ;  it  -^Nas  not  the  case  in  the  old  parishes. 

13192.  In  the  new  unions,  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  have  they  engaged 
regular  schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  and  who  appear  to  he  competent  to  their 
business  ? — They  generally  engage  such  people,  but  in  many  instances  they  are 
persons  I  consider  exceedingly  incompetent  and  unqualified  for  their  business. 

13193.  What  is  the  description  of  education  you  think  it  desirable  to  give  to 
this  class  of  persons? — There  should  be  a  moral  and  industrial  system  of  edu- 
cation. 

13194.  Those  are  general  terms,  but  would  you  have  them  taught  reading  and 
writing,  and  the  common  elements  of  arithmetic  ;  and,  independently  of  those 
elementary  parts  of  education,  would  you  think  it  desirable  they  should  be  trained 
to  different  pursuits  and  trades,  and  occupations  of  lifer — Undoubtedly;  but  the 
principal  feature  of  a  system  of  education  I  should  advocate  for  the  class  of  poor 
children,  to  whom  I  am  alluding,  would  be  based  on  an  entire  separation  liom 
pauperism  ;  I  am  satisfied  nothing  can  be  done  towards  improving  the  present 
system  of  moral  and  industrial  trainingwithout  taking  poor  children  from  thework- 
house  entirelv,  wholly  removing  them  from  the  sight  and  sound  of  pauperism  ;  it 
seems  a  cruel  and  pernicious  system  that  is  pursued  with  regard  to  those 
children,  particularly  in  respect  to  the  case  of  an  illegitimate  child,  or  a  foundling 
who  comes  into  a  workhouse  at  the  age  of  three,  four  or  six  months,  and  is  to 
remain  there  till  it  is  of  age  to  be  apprenticed  out,  that  is,  to  remain  there  for  14 
vears  ;  in  the  case  to  which  I  have  referred  the  Committee,  of  this  boy  lying  under 
sentence  of  death,  he  had  spent  upwards  of  14  years  in  a  workhouse  ;  whatever 
may  be  attempted  in  the  way  of  classification,  and  a  great  deal  is,  I  hold  it  impos- 
sible any  classification  can  be  perfect  until  there  is  a  complete  separation  from 
adult  paupers  of  children  who  shall  stay  so  long ;  you  may  have  a  classification 
to  last  six  months,  but  you  cannot  extend  it  over  a  term  of  years,  and  as  far 
as  my  experience  is  any  guide,  I  should  say,  that  with  respect  to  the  classification 
that  has  been  attempted  in  the  new  union  workhouses,  I  find  in  a  good  many  of 
them  it  has  wholly  broken  down,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  entirely  ineffective  ;  the  one 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  take  the  children  away  and  establish  for  them  separate 
district  or  county  industrial  schools. 

13195.  When  you  say,  in  many  cases  a  classification  established  in  the 
new  union  workhouses  has  broken  down  and  failed,  do  you  a])i)ly  that  to 
cases  of  separation  of  children  from  adult  paupers,  or  generally  to  classification 
as  between  the  adult  paupers  themselves  ?  — No  ;  my  rule  relates  chiefly  to  the 
separation  of  adult  paupers  from  children,  which  is  the  one  object  to  be  effected  ; 
I  was  told  by  the  master  of  Eastry  workhouse,  in  Kent,  near  Dover,  that  they 
had  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  my  visit  13  common  prostitutes  lying  there  in  a 
state  of  loathsome  disease  ;  I  think  that  it  is  of  the  very  last  importance  that  every 
one  of  this  class  of  inmates  should  be  wholly  and  entirely  separated  from  girls, 

especially 
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especially  those  arriving  at  the  age  of  puberty  ;  that  strict  separation  is  impossible     ^^'  ^-Hickson, 
so  long  as  both  classes  remain  under  the  same  roof.  ^' 

1 3  H}G.  How  far  do  you  propose  to  carry  separation  ;  do  you  propose,  in  the  first  ,^  ^g  g 

place,  tliat  the  children  should  be  separated  from  adult  paupers,  or  do  you  not? 
— Certainly. 

13197.  You  would  propose  to  effect  that  not  by  placing;  them  in  separate 
parts  of  the  same  house,  but  bv  having  houses  or  schools  in  which  children  should 
reside,  altogether  separate  from  the  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

13198.  So  far  for  the  children  ;  but  with  respect  to  the  adult  paupers,  what 
increase  of  separation  beyond  that  which  is  now  established  would  you  propose 
to  adopt  ? — -In  the  case  of  adult  paupers  I  am  inclined  to  think  separation  is  now 
sutficiently  perfect  for  these  unions  ;  the  adult  paupers,  especially  able-bodied 
men  or  women,  do  not  remain  for  a  very  long  period  in  the  house  ;  for  any  class 
of  persons  remaining  in  a  workhouse  only  six  or  eight  months  it  is  possible  to 
have  a  perfect  system  of  separation,  but  the  case  is  very  different  when  you 
have  young  children  to  remain  eight  or  ten  or  twelve  years. 

13199.  In  the  case  of  the  prostitutes  whom  you  mentioned  in  Eastry  work- 
house ;  how  would  you  contrive  that  they  should  be  altogether  separated  from 
grown-up  women,  whom  they  might  contaminate  by  their  society  ;  how  would 
you  propose  to  effect  that  ? — By  similar  arrangements  to  those  now  carried  out ; 
it  is  possible  to  keep  them  in  a  ward  by  themselves  ;  there  might  be  an  extra 
degree  of  vigilance  exercised  ;  but  I  wish,  in  the  case  of  children,  to  remove  them 
from  the  immoral  atmosphere,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  there  is  this 
class  of  persons  in  the  same  building  with  themselves,  so  that  the  fact  of  this 
existence  might  be  concealed  from  them. 

13200.  You  propose  to  estabUsh,  as  suggested  by  aaother  witness,  probably, 
district  schools,  or  county  schools,  or  schools  to  which  three  or  four,  or  a  num- 
ber of  unions,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  might  contribute,  and  that 
those  schools  should  be  entirely  separated  from  the  workhouse  r — Yes  ;  and  I 
must  be  allowed  to  state  that  the  West  London  Union,  in  endeavouring  to  effect 
that  object,  opened  a  communication  with  several  other  unions,  to  ascertain  if 
it  was  not  practicable  to  effect  a  junction  for  educational  objects  ;  we  have  200 
chiklren,  and  we  shall  have  a  conference  with  a  deputation  from  the  East 
London  Union,  who  have  300  ;  we  have  opened  a  communication  with  the 
Kensington  Union,  with  the  same  object ;  and  we  propose  to  have  an  establish- 
ment containing  600  or  800  children,  which  perhaps  may  become  a  model 
school  for  the  rest  of  the  country  ;  I  hope  it  will. 

13201.  Is  there  not  an  Act  of  Parhament  which  provides  that  children  under 
a  certain  age,  who  may  be  taken  to  workhouses,  should  be  removed  to  a  certain 
distance  from  London  ?— Yes. 

13202    What  is  that  Act? — The  7th  of  George  3d;  I  tliink  the  chapter  is  4. 

13203.  Does  that  Act  apply  to  the  city  of  London  ? — It  does  not,  within  the 
\valls  ;  it  applies  to  the  out-parishes. 

13204.  What  is  the  practice  within  the  city  of  London  walls  ;  do  they  keep 
children  in  workhouses  within  the  city  .' — At  present  children  belonging  to  the 
City  of  London  Union  are  at  Mr.  Aubin's,  at  Norwood. 

1320,5.  In  the  event  of  your  forming  this  arrangement  with  the  Kensington  and 
the  East  London  Union,  would  you  propose  to  establish  schools  some  little 
distance  from  London  ? — Yes,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  obtaining  some 
exercise  ground  for  children. 

13206.  Describe  to  us  the  result  of  your  experience  and  observation,  if 
you  please  ;  describe  in  detail  what  species  of  education  you  would  think  it 
desirable  to  give  to  children  so  circumstanced  ? — In  the  first  instance,  with 
regard  to  intellectual  training,  we  should  require  them  to  be  taught  read- 
ing, writing  and  arithmetic,  and  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  than  they 
have  hitherto  been  taught ;  as  to  the  knowledge  of  arithmetic  in  particular,  I 
found  it  had  been  extremely  neglected  in  all  the  workhouse  schools  I  had 
visited  ;  I  examined,  in  a  great  many  instances,  the  girls  of  workhouses,  to  ascertain 
if  they  could  count  three  or  add  three  together,  up  as  far  as  12  or  16,  I  found 
the  majority  of  girls  incapable  of  adding  those  small  figures  ;  they  would 
get  as  far  as  12,  then  they  would  stop,  incapable  of  adding  12  to  three,  which 
shows  how  much  that  department  of  instruction  is  neglected  ;  then  I  found  again, 
as  to  industrial  training,  that  was  a  part  that  had  been  very  little  attended  to 
indeed.     As  a  general  rule,  the  boys  were  employed  in  such  occupation  as  picking 
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W.  E.  Ilich'.n,  oakum  and  sorting  bristles,  occupations  which  I  think  to  be  wholly  useless;  no 
Esq.  person  chooses  a  boy  as  an  apprentice  or  household  servant  in  consequence  of  his 

ability  to  pick  oakum  or  sort  bristles  ;  in  place  ot"  this,  I  would  have  all  children 

7  June  1838.  taught  a  little  tailoring,  a  little  shoemaking  and  a  little  of  the  art  of  carpentry, 
so  that  every  boy  might  know  how  to  mend  his  owni  jacket  and  cobble  his  own 
shoes,  and  drive  a  nail  in  his  own  cottage,  when  it  might  be  required. 

13-207.  As  to  girls,  do  you  not  tliink  it  desirable  they  should  be  tuuglit  some- 
thing of  household  occupation  ? — Exceedingly  desirable. 

1320S.  And  the  conmion  arts  of  making  clothes,  mantua-niaking,  or  whatever 
may  be  likely  to  assist  them  in  their  various  occupations  of  life? — Yes;  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say,  as  to  intellectual  instruction,  though  I  know  the 
prejudice  against  it,  I  am  disposed  to  carry  it  much  further  than  the  boards 
of  guardians  will  generally  permit,  in  the  present  state  of  i)ublic  feeling  on 
the  subject ;  from  the  experience  I  have  had  as  one  of  the  commissioners 
in  the  inquiry,  affecting  the  state  of  the  hand-loom  weavers,  I  am  satisfied 
of  the  absolute  necessity  of  carrying  the  intellectual  instruction  of  the  working 
classes  much  further  than  has  been  hitherto  attempted.  We  have  not  in  this 
country  had  schools  for  knowledge,  but  merely  mechanical  schools  to  teach 
the  arts  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  ;  but  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  that 
intellectual  instiniction  should  be  carried  so  far  as  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  enter- 
j)rizc  among  the  working  classes,  and  a  spirit  of  honourable  ambition,  which 
unfortunately  does  now  generally  exist.  I  have  conversed  with  a  great  number 
of  hand-loom  weavers,  whom  we  found  starving,  especially  iu  the  winter  season, 
on  such  wages  as  7  .s-.  a  week  ;  I  have  said  to  them,  "  Why  do  you  not  turn  your 
attention  to  some  other  kind  of  occupation  or  enii)loyment ;  why  not  turn  out  and 
see  what  other  fields  of  labour  are  open  for  the  working  classes  in  this  country?" 
or  some  such  advice  ;  I  found  that  owing  to  the  defective  state  of  intellectual 
cultivation  in  schools  ;  their  attention  had  never  been  occupied  in  that  manner. 
If  a  person  talked  to  them  about  the  rate  of  wages  in  Canada  or  South  Australia, 
or  the  Cape  of  Good  IIoi)e,  or  other  dependent  colonies,  where  a  wide  field  is 
opening  for  the  industrious  classes,  they  were  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  existence 
of  those  places  ;  that  arises  from  the  prejudice  that  exists  among  school  commit- 
tees against  teaching  the  elementary  principles  of  such  a  science  of  geography ; 
I  found  not  only  in  workhouses,  but  in  many  of  the  National  and  British  schools, 
the  master  is  forbidden  in  some  instances  to  hang  a  map  on  the  walls  of  the 
school  rooms. 

1320().  Mr.  Baines.]  You  mentioned  reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  and  you 
mentioned  intellectual  culture  ;  would  you  also  include  moral  and  religious 
instruction  ? — Most  decidedly;  it  is  on  account  of  moral  and  religious  instruction 
being  rendered  effective  that  I  would  have  children  separated  from  the  workhouse 
establishment ;  I  would  not  attempt  to  estabUsh  schools  in  workhouses,  but  I 
would  take  the  schools  from  the  workhouses  ;  it  is  impossible  for  mere  mechani- 
cal training,  such  as  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  other  useful  arts,  to 
counteract  the  demoralizing  tendency  of  only  occasional  contact  with  a  pauper  ;  if 
a  child  has  only  half  an  hour's  conversation  with  one  of  the  paupers  in  the  house 
once  a  month,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  an  angel  from  heaven  sent  to  manage 
the  afiairs  of  workhouses  to  counteract  the  demoralizing  effect  of  such  contact. 

13210.  Do  you  not  suppose,  with  an  education  of  this  kind,  you  would  have 
children  sent  out  of  your  school  in  a  situation  that  would  be  likely  to  make  them 
much  more  useful  members  of  society,  and  much  less  likely  to  be  dependent  on 
parochial  assistance  in  other  times  ? — Undoubtedly. 

13211.  In  that  way  would  not  any  additional  expenditure  that  an  union  might 
incur  be  amply  repaid  to  them  by  diminishing  the  drain  on  their  parish  resources  ? 
— Undoubtedly  ;  the  system  I  advocate  would  be  the  best  economy  in  the  end  ; 
I  have  looked  through  parish  books  to  ascertain  the  earliest  period  at  which  a 
given  family  became  chargeable  to  a  parish  ;  I  found  it  impossible  to  trace 
so  far  back  as  to  arrive  at  the  commencement  of  the  pauperism  of  the  family  ; 
I  have  taken  such  names  as  James  Gibson  in  the  parish  book  ;  I  found  Gibson 
the  father  receiving  parochial  relief,  the  grandfather  receiving  it,  and  so  on,  till 
we  lost  all  means  of  tracing  the  family  further  ;  but  now  by  a  better  moral 
and  industrial  training  than  children  of  paupers  have  received,  we  could  pro- 
duce such  a  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  independence,  that  they  would  cease  to  be 
paupers. 

13212.  Cliairnmn.]  Do  you  think  tiiere  would  be  danger  in  giving  a  pauper 
the   advantage  over  indc])endeiit  labourers,  they  not  being  able  to  give  their 

children 
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children  the  same  education? — Not  the  slightest  danger  ;  I  am  aware  that  has  been      n'.  E.  Ilicksm 
urged  as  an  argument  against  the  superior  system  of  moral  and  industrial  training  I'sq. 

which  I  have  tried  to  introduce,  but  I  should  be  very  hapj)y  if  I  thought  the  danger       

existed,  for  it  would  make  me  believe  tlie  working  classes  of  thi.s  countn,-  appreciate       "  •'"""  '^3«- 

the  value  of  a  good  education,  which  I  am  satisfied  from  experience  they  do  not;  1 

would  undertake  to  knock  up  the  best  school  in  existence,  as  far  as  moral  and 

industrial  training  is  concerned,  by  establishing  a  rival  in  the  same  neighbourhood, 

in  which  nothing  should  be  taught,  having  a  schoolmaster  not  able  to  read  and 

write  himself,  but  in  which  two  suits  of  clothes  should  be  given  away  ever^•  vear,  a 

pair  of  stockings  and  a  new  hat ;  the  poor  look  to  the  physical  comforts  of  their 

children,  not  to  their  intellectual  cultivation. 

13'213.  Do  you  not  think  those  children,  if  educated  as  you  propose,  would 
turn  out  more  valuable  and  useful  members  of  society,  and  would  be  found  to 
possess  advantages  in  various  pursuits  of  life,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
give  a  great  stimulus  to  ])arochial  education  among  all  classes  of  society  ? — Yes ; 
I  have  very  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  the  result. 

13214.  And,  so  far  in  that  respect,  though  it  might  expose  labourers'  children 
in  competition  for  a  moment  to  disadvantage,  ultimately  you  think  it  would  be 
likely  to  have  a  great  advantacre  on  the  whole  community  ? — I  do  not  see  that  it 
would  expose  the  independent  labourers  to  any  disadvantage  even  for  the  moment ; 
our  object  is,  of  course,  having  those  children  under  our  control,  to  train  them  up 
to  be  as  u.seful  members  of  society  as  possible  ;  it  is  no  argument  against  that 
system  that  other  children  are  brought  up  to  be  useless  and  mischievous  ;  it  is  a 
great  misfortune  that  they  should  be  so,  but  it  is  no  reason  why  we  should  imitate 
the  exanijile. 

iSJi.l.  Mr.  Mfe.]  May  not  the  education  which  the  independent  labourer 
is  enabled  to  give  to  his  children  depend  very  much  on  his  earnings '? — No 
doubt. 

13216.  Of  course  the  education  in  these  industrial  schools  for  paupers  would 
be  given  entirely  gratuitously  ? — Yes. 

13217.  Take,  for  instance,  a  man,  an  independent  labourer,  who  struggles  and 
brings  up  five  or  six  children  without  parochial  relief;  do  you  think  there  would 
be  a  possibility  that  he  from  his  honest  resources  could  have  the  power  of 
affording  that  education  to  his  children  which  you  give  in  these  instructional 
schools  ? — He  has  not,  certainly,  in  the  existing  state  of  society,  and  I  should  be 
extremely  happy  to  see  that  defect  in  our  institutions  remedied  by  some  legis- 
lative enactment  for  the  purpose  of  national  education,  rendering  education 
universal. 

13218.  Taught  on  the  gratuitous  principle? — Yes. 

13219.  Supposing  that  system  to  be  adopted,  children  turned  out  from  those 
instructional  schools  would  be  very  much  superior  in  every  respect  to  the- 
children  of  the  independent  labourer  now  undergoing  the  only  system  of  instruc- 
tion they  have  in  their  power  in  the  parochial  schools,  would  they  not  ? — They 
would,  undoubtedly,  under  some  circumstances  ;  for  the  children  of  those  who 
are  called  independent  labourers,  in  some  instances,  are  brought  up  to  be  common 
thieves  ;  undoubtedly  there  would  be  a  superiority,  in  that  case,  for  example;  but 
there  are  other  cases  in  which  superiority  would  not  be  so  decided, — cases  where 
the  independent  labourer  has  maintained  the  character  of  steadiness,  honesty^ 
sobriety  and  industry  all  his  life ;  I  have  known  many  children  brought  up  by 
such  parents  form  characters  of  very  superior  nature  ;  I  doubt  whether  under 
any  system  of  moral  and  industrial  training  we  could  bring  up  children  in  schools- 
to  exceed  that  of  children  educated  sometimes  bv  common  workina;  men  ;  I 
remember  an  instance  of  a  child  ;  I  examined  the  child  of  a  coal-heaver,  a  class- 
of  persons  I  should  not  have  expected  much  from  ;  I  never  saw  a  boy  in  my  life 
whose  manners  were  so  gentle,  whose  demeanor  was  so  courteous,  whose 
answers  were  so  intelligent,  yet  belonging  to  a  class  of  children  who  had  not  been 
taught  to  read  and  write. 

13220.  Had  he  been  taught  to  read  and  write? — No,  he  had  not  ;  but  as  to 
reading  and  writing,  1  do  not  underrate  such  accomplishments,  but  I  do  not 
estimate  them  so  highly  as  moral  and  industrial  training  ;  moral  training  is  of  far 
greater  consetjuence. 

13221.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  think  the  independent  labourer,  disposed  to 
give  the  best  education  in  his  power  to  his  children,  would  always  have  tlu& 
advantage,  that  in  domestic  training  there  might  be  a  much  greater  opportunity 
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(y.  E.  Hickson,     of  learning  the  common  pursuits  of  industry  of  any  particular  class,  than  in  any 

^■^^-  school  w  licre   it  was  taught   hy  masters,   and  without  actual  experience  ?  —No 

doubt    that  is    the    case  ;     in  fact,    children  brought  up    in    any  educational 

7  June  1838.  establishment,  not  having  the  advantage  of  a  parent's  home,  labour  under  circum- 
stances of  great  privation  as  to  many  departments  of  common  knowledge  required 
in  common  life. 

13222.  An  agricultural  labourer's  child,  brought  up  by  respectable  parents, 
supposing  him  to  be  a  boy,  would  he  not  be  more  likely  to  learn  and  gradually 
acquire  proficiency  in  the  common  occupations  of  hu8l)andry  than  by  any  con- 
trivance that  could  be  adopted  in  schools  ? — Very  often  it  would  be  the  case. 

13223.  In  those  respects  the  independent  labourer  would  always  possess  an 
advantage  over  the  establishments  you  have  referred  to  ? — ^^^lere  the  parents 
are  persons  of  superior  character  ;  where  they  are  not,  then,  of  course,  the  reverse 
would  prevail ;  unfortunately  a  large  proportion  of  the  working  classes,  as  every 
member  of  the  Committee  knows,  are  men  greatly  addicted  to  intemperance  and 
many  vices. 

13224.  Mr.  Babies.']  Would  not  the  effect  be,  if  you  introduced  this  system 
pretty  generally,  and  it  spread  over  the  country,  when  these  young  people  who 
have  been  trained  in  the  schools  you  propose  should  become  the  heads  of 
families,  would  it  not  be  very  likely  that  they  would  diffuse  that  knowledge  to 
others  which  they  had  derived  from  these  sources,  and  in  that  way  it  would 
become  much  more  universal  than  by  any  other  system  ? — I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  have  that  tendency  ;  if  we  educate  childi'en  of  the  present  generation, 
when  they  become  parents  themselves  they  will  be  in  a  condition  to  appre- 
ciate the  advantages  of  education  for  their  own  children,  which  parents 
generally,  among  the  working  classes  of  the  present  day,  do  not,  certainly. 

1322.).  Therefore  you  would  not  think,  supposing  it  to  be  really  the  case  that 
some  advantages  were  given  to  those  pauper  children  over  the  children  of  inde- 
pendent labourers,  you  would  not  think  that  a  sutKcient  reason  for  withholding 
this  information  from  the  ])auper  children  ? — Certainly  not. 

13226.  Nor  for  withholding  the  superior  instruction,  if  superior  it  may  be 
called,  from  those  who  were  confided  to  your  care  as  a  parish  officer,  and  which 
care  you  must  exercise  to  their  benefit  to  the  greatest  extent  of  your  power, 
W'ithout  regard  perhaps  to  that  comparison  which  might  be  instituted  1 — Certainly 
not ;  and  the  difficulty  might  be  met  by  throwing  open  those  industrial  schools 
to  children  of  the  labouring  classes  belonging  to  independent  labourers  ;  and 
there  is  a  disposition  to  that  effect,  I  am  happy  to  say,  in  the  board  of  guardians 
to  which  T  belong;  it  has  several  times  been  proposed,  that  if  we  succeed  in 
establishing  industrial  schools  we  shall  throw  them  open  to  the  children  of 
independent  labourers  ;  they  can  be  admitted  as  day-scholars  for  a  small  payment 
or  no  payment  at  all,  as  might  aftenvards  be  arranged. 

13227.  Mr.  Miles.]  That  would  only  affect  one  or  two  neighbouring  parishes? 
— No,  of  course  not. 

13228.  Do  you  not  tliink  the  effect  of  the  industrial  training  of  those  pauper 
childi'en  in  the  arts  of  shoemaking,  carpentry  and  such  common  mechanical 
trades,  might  have  this  effect,  that  all  those  boys  would  of  course,  in  any  of  such 
trades,  be  preferred  to  the  children  of  the  agricultural  labourer  who  were  not 
taught  any  of  the  rudiments  of  those  trades? — I  do  not  propose  that  any  of  those 
trades  shall  be  fully  taught  in  industrial  schools  ;  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
teach  to  such  extent  that  they  could  become  skilled  labourers  in  those  mechanical 

•  trades  ;  the  amount  of  industrial  training  practicable  is  just  to  teach  the  child 
to  mend  his  own  clothes  or  shoes  ;  we  cannot  make  expert  tailors  of  boys 
of  14  years  of  age;  that  is  quite  out  of  the  question;  those  are  qualifications 
which  would  not  affect  the  farmer  so  much  as  the  labouring  man's  family. 

1  3229.  Who  are  generally  apprenticed  to  those  trades  in  the  country  ;  what 
class  of  children  are  apprenticed  to  the  trades  of  shoemaking  and  tailoring  ? — 
I  do  not  know  generally  that  I  can  specify. 

13230.  Are  they  not  generally  drawn  from  agricultural  labourers? — No,  I 
think  not ;  I  think  boys  who  learn  tailoring  are  generally  boys  whose  fathers  are 
tailors  ;  and  boys  who  learn  shoemaking  are  boys  whose  fathers  are  shoemakers ; 
and  that  rule  applies  very  universally  ;  I  have  not  met  Avith  many  instances  of 
agricultural  boys  being  brought  up  to  the  trade  of  tailors. 

13231.  Mr. 
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.  13231.  Mr.  Baines.'\  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  state  of  education  in  the      W.E.  Htrktoa, 
neicrhbourhood  of  Canterbun- ? — Not  exactly,  except,  my  father  has  landed  pro-  ^'^• 

perty  in  the  neitrbbourhood  of  AVrotham,  20  miles  i'rom  the  scene  of  the  recent  ~!  ~~ 
occurrences  ;  I  do  know  something  of  the  deplorable  state  of  ignorance  of  the  7  une  3  . 
Kentish  peasantiy. 

1323:^.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ignorance,  which  seems  to  be  more  ex- 
treme than  in  most  other  parts  of  the  country ;  is  there  any  way  you  have  of 
accounting  for  it  ? — It  is  owing  to  the  defect  of  educational  instruction,  the  want 
of  a  greater  number  of  schools  and  of  more  efficient  schools  than  exist  where  schools 
have  been  established  ;  I  was  very  much  struck,  when  our  family  first  went  to  Kent, 
with  the  extreme  ignorance  the  Kentish  peasantry  displayed  ;  I  remember  when 
my  father  was  taken  ill  that  it  was  left  to  me  to  superintend  the  sending  of  a  waggon, 
loaded  with  potatoes  and  corn  to  the  London  market,  and  a  number  of  pack- 
ages directed  to  several  persons  ;  I  wanted  to  find  a  waggoner  who  could  read  the 
directions  of  those  parcels,  that  they  might  be  delivered  to  the  right  parties  ;  we 
could  not  find  one  on  the  whole  of  the  farm  who  could  read  the  directions ;  not 
one  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  I  could  not  find  a  man  in  the  parish  able  to  read  the 
directions  of  the  parcels  about  to  be  sent  to  London  ;  last  of  all,  that  the  parcels 
might  not  be  improperly  deUvered,  I  was  obUged  to  take  a  boy  from  a  school  we 
had  established,  whom  we  had  ourselves  taught  to  read  and  write.  Several  of  the 
men  were  interrogated  ;  they  told  me  they  had  learnud  a  httle  reading  at  Sunday 
schools,  but  could  never  get  further  than  spelling  painfully  through  a  chapter 
of  the  New  Testament  ;  that  had  been  entirely  forgotten. 

13233.  Chainnan.l  Do  you  apprehend  any  cUtticulty  from  difference  of  reli- 
gious opinions  in  the  establishment  of  the  schools  ? — I  should  imagine  not  much 
practical  difficulty  as  to  pauper  children  ;  we  have  not  met  with  any  in  the  union 
to  which  I  myself'  belong. 

1 3234.  Do  not  pauper  children  belong  to  parents  of  various  religious  per- 
suasions ?  —A  large  majority  of  them  are  deserted  childi-en ;  their  parents  do  not 
interfere  ;  if  we  could  find  the  parents,  inmost  instances,  we  should  require  them 
to  take  them  out  of  the  house. 

1323.).  You  do  not  anticipate  much  difficulty? — No,  none  whatever. 

13236.  Mr.  M'alker.]  Do  you  find  much  rehgious  prejudice  existing  among 
the  labourers  in  any  country  or  district  you  have  visited  ? — I  have  found  a  great 
deal  of  religious  fanaticism  existing  among  the  labourers  of  the  country  ;  I  was 
veiy  much  struck  with  it,  especially  among  the  Cornish  peasantrv  ;  I  was  down 
there  the  last  year ;  I  was  struck  with  extreme  cases  of  fanaticism. 

13237.  But  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  them  from  sending  their  chil- 
dren to  a  general  public  school  to  be  educated  ? — Certainly  not ;  I  am  inclined 
to  think  whenever  religious  principles  gain  ground,  even  in  the  most  extreme 
forms  of  fanaticism,  they  are  rather  favourable  to  education. 

13238.  Mr.  Bailies.]  You  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  state  of 
education  in  the  manufacturing  and  agricultural  districts  ;  being  acquainted  with 
both,  which  should  you  say  was  most  advanced,  the  agricultural  or  the  manufac- 
ing  districts  ? — The  manufacturing,  undoubtedly  ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  indirect 
education  going  on  in  manufactories  ;  whenever  large  bodies  are  brought  together, 
there  are  opportunities  for  the  interchange  of  thought,  the  communication  of  facts 
and  ideas,  which  do  not  exist  in  a  rural  isolated  neighbourhood. 

13239.  In  the  manufacturing  districts,  you  found  information  very  defective, 
you  have  said? — Extremely  so. 

13240.  And  if  it  could  be  carried  higher,  you  supposed  a  good  deal  of  that  dis- 
tress, which  exists  among  the  hand-loom  weavers,  and  people  of  that  description, 
would  be  diminished  by  its  consequences  in  pointing  out  to  them  the  necessity  of 
applying  to  more  beneficial  employment  and  other  sources,  by  which  their  condi- 
tion might  be  altered  for  the  better  ?— I  am  satisfied  that  would  be  the  result ; 
with  regard  to  the  importance  of  carrying  intellectual  instruction  a  little  further 
than  is  attempted  now,  for  the  agricultural  peasantry  especiallv,  there  is  a  case 
I  can  mention  to  the  Committee  that  occurred  recently  :  a  friend  of  ours  wrote  over 
from  Sydney  to  send  off,  if'  I  could  find  them  some  honest  steadv  industrious  agri- 
cultural labourers  to  liim,  and  holding  out  certain  advantage  to  them;  he  promised 
to  give  board  wages,  to  the  amount  of  20  /.  a  year,  as  much  meat  as  they  possibly 
could  eat,  provisions  in  abundance,  and  a  house  and  garden,  rent  free  ;  it  appeared 
to  me  these  were  very  great  advantages,  and  knowing  a  great  number  of  agricul- 
tural able-bodied  labourers  out  of  employment,  my  father  proposed  it  to  them;  at 
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ly.  E,  Hkkson,     that  time  I  think  100  were  out  of  employment  in  the  neighbourliood  of  Wrotham, 
'^''*  but  it  could  not  induce  one  of  those  men  to  accept  the  proffered  terms,  though 

7~r^|7T^~       they  were  almost  starving  and   pauperizing  the  })arishes  ;  the  reason  was,  they 
^  '   '       received  all  the  statements  made  to  them  with  the  greatest  suspicion  and  dis- 

trust ;  they  were  in  such  a  state   of  ignorance  they  knew  nothing  whatever  of 
the  country  to  which  it  was  proposed  they  should  go  ;  I  am  convinced  that  the  de- 
fect of  intellectual  cultivation  throws  veiy  great   impediments  in  the  way  of 
voluntary  emigration,  which  is  certainly  one  thing  to  encourage  in  some  of  our 
very  thickly  populated  districts  in  this  country. 

1  "241 .  The  Chainna)i.~\  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  on  the  qualification 
of  schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses  who  have  come  under  your  observation  ? — 
At  the  time  I  was  visiting  the  workhouses  to  ascertain  what  was  the  system  of 
moral  and  industrial  training,  I  particularly  remarked  the  actual  qualifications  of 
those  whom  I  then  found  engaged  in  the  work  of  instruction,  which,  if  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Committee,  1  will  state  : — It  was  a  very  common  error  under  the 
old  system  of  workhouse  management,  and  one  which  unhappily  still  prevails  to 
a  considerable  extent  in  the  new  unions,   that  it   is  of  little  consequence  how 
humble  may  be  the  abilities,  how  limited  the  attainments,  and  how  inditlerent  the 
moral  character  of  the  person  appointed  to  be  the  instructor  of  pauper  children. 
It  is  only  yet  beginning  to  be  understood,  that  if  the  teacher  be  an  ignorant  man, 
it  is  not  the  circumstance  of  liis  attending  for  a  few  days  or  weeks  at  a  model 
school  to  learn  the  method  of  instruction  pursued  by  Bell  and  Lancaster,  that 
will  enable  him  to  become  the  medium  of  imparting  useful  knowledge,  and  that 
it  is  not  possible  he  can  properly  enforce  upon  the  minds  of  others  lessons  of 
industry,  sobriety  and  prudence,  if  he  be  himself  an  example  of  the  evil  effects 
of  indolence,  intemperance  and  improvidence.   Learned  men,  in  the  common  sense 
of  the  word,  are  certainly  not   required  as  schoolmasters  for  the  children  of  the 
poor ;  it  has  never  been  proposed  to  give  them  what  is  called  a  classical  educa- 
tion ;  but  it  is  important  that  their  teachers  should  be  chosen  from  an  educated 
class,  that  they  should  be  persons  of  cultivated  minds,  well  informed  upon  all 
subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  youth  can  be  usefully  directed,  and  having  an 
aptitude  for  teaching  by  which  a  child  would  be  enabled  to  profit  by  their  instruc- 
tions,  and    to    delight    in    them ;    above    all,    it    is   necessary    that    the    moral 
qualifications  of  the  teacher  should  be  of  the  highest  order ;   so  far  is  this  from 
being  of  little  moment  with  regard  to  pauper  children,  that  it  is  of  much  more 
importance  in  their  case  than  it  would  be  in  any  other  ;   the  child  of  the  pauper 
has  too  often  had  before  his  eyes,  in  his  own  parents,  an  example  of  indolence, 
intemperance  and  dishonesty,  and  the  taint  which  that  example  has  communicated 
must  be  removed  from  tlie  mind  of  the  child,  before  that  child  can  be  raised  even 
to  a  level  with  the  children  of  a  better  class;  a  boy  or  girl  of  only  10  years  of 
age,   who   may   become   for   the   first    time    the    inmate    of   a   workhouse,    is 
frequently  found    to    have   been  trained   in  habits  of  dujjlicity   and  cunning, 
and,  in  common  with  a  very  numerous  body  of  neglected  children  who  are 
suffered    to  run   wild  about   the  streets,   has    acquired  a   taste  for   an  idle  and 
vagrant  life,  has  been  accustomed  to  listen  to  loose  and  obscene   conversation, 
to  make  use  of  coarse  and  brutalizing  language,  has,  perhaps,   been  taught  to 
lie,  to  swear  and  to  steal  ;   and  continued  watchfulness  and    great  judgment  are 
required  on   the    part   of  the    teacher   to    eradicate  these  vices,  and  to  make 
moral,  useful  and  industrious  members  of  society  of  those    Avho  would    other- 
wise become  a  pest  to  the  community ;  the  task  to  be  accomplished  is  obviously 
one  of  more  than  ordinary  difficulty,  and  it  is  not  therefore  to  be  expected  that 
persons  fitted  to  effect  the  object  will  be  found  among  those  who,  having  received 
themselves  but    a  very  imperfect  education,  are  scarcely  able  to  appreciate  its 
benefits  ;  these,  however,  are  considerations  which  have  hitherto  been  entirely  set 
at  nought,  and  will,  it  is  probable,  continue  to  be  disregarded  until  some  specific 
instructions  are  issued  upon  the  subject  by  the   Poor  Law  Commissioners  ;  in 
the  old  workhouses,  any  one  of  the  paupers  who   could  read  and  write,  what- 
ever might  be  his  character,  was  considered  equal  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  a  schoolmaster,   and    in    the  new  workhouses  placed  under  the  cUrection  of 
boards  of  guardians,  although  the  drunken  pauper  is  generally  discarded,  his 
place    is    mostly    supplied    by    some    broken-down    tradesman  or   discharged 
sliopman,  and  by  those  whose  folly  or  extravagance  have  brought  them  to  ruin ; 
01-  by  individuals  who,  from  a  want  of  talent  or  industry,  or  sometimes  through 
some  bodily  infirmity,  are  incapable  of  earning  the  wages  of  a  common  day- 
labourer  ; 
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labourer ;  the  (jualifications  of  the   schoolmaster   and   schoolmistress  in  work-      ^^-  J^-^ic.icv, 

houses  which  I  visited  at  the  close  of  1 836  and  commencement  of  the  last  year,  "'*' 

will  be  seen  by  the  statement  which  I  will  now  make  : —  _  jy„j  ,gjg 

In  St.  Sepulchre,  Middlesex,  one  of  the  paupers,  lame,  dirty  and  70  years  of  age, 
receives  1  s.  per  week  for  his  services  as  schoolmaster  ;  he  was  formerly  a  book- 
keeper at  the  Golden-lion  and  other  inns  ;  he    brought  up  a  large  family,    but 
unfortunately  they  did  not  turn  out  well  (some  of  the  children  are  farmed  out). 
In  Shoreditch  workhouse  the  schoolmaster  was  one  of  the  paupers  ;  he  boarded 
and  lodged  in  the  house,  and  was  paid  7*.  a  week   for  teaching  the  children  to 
read  and  write  ;  he  was   45  years  of  age  ;  was  a  cripple,  having  a   paralytic 
affection  of  the  side,    and  appeared  generally  infirm ;   the  schoolmistress   was 
also    one  of  the  paupers  ;    that  was    in    November  183G.     In   St.    George    the 
Martyr,  Southwark,  the  schoolmaster  was  one  of  the  paupers,  and  received  for 
his  services  2.9.  i)d.  per  week  ;    this  money  may  be  beciueathed  by  will,  together 
with  \s.  per  week,    paid  to  a  certain  number  of  old  men   and  women   in  the 
house,    the   children  were  dirty,   squahd   and   miserable ;     the   parish   had  a 
nursery  out  of  town,  which  was  then  rebuilding  ;  the  schoolmaster   there  was 
one  of  the  paupers  ;  this  was  also  in  November  183G.      In  Clerkenwell   work- 
house ;    two  of   the   paupers  officiated   as    schoolmasters ;    one   of  them  was 
formerly  in    the   East  India  Company's  service,  but   was    dismissed    for  some 
misconduct ;  the  other  was  a  broker  and  appraiser,  and  had  had  a  \ev\  good 
business,  but   it   Went   entirely  to  ruin  in   consequence  of  his   becoming   an 
habitual    diainkard  ;    through    the    effect    of    drinking    he    was    at    one    time 
insane  and    confined    in    a   lunatic   asylum  ;    the    schoolmistress    was   one   of 
the  paupers,   and    unable    to    write ;    there   were  70  children    in    the    house^ 
besides  73  who  were    farmed    out  ;    this    was    also  in    November    183G.      In 
Cripplegate  Avorkhouse  the   schoolmaster   was  81    years  of   age  ;    he   was   one 
of  the  paupers,  and  received  \s.  per  week  ;  he  was  formerly  a  seaman,  and  at 
one  time  master  of  a  vessel,  but  was  disabled  by  a  fall  from    the  mast-head, 
through  which  he  broke  several  of  his  limbs  ;   he  was  afterwards  a  clerk  at 
Grocers'-hall ;  but  he  lost  the  situation  through  some  cause  which  he  could  not 
clearly  explain  ;  I  was  informed  that  he  was  rather  fond  of  drink,  when  he  could 
get  it  ;    the  school-mistress  was  also  one  of    the  paujjers ;    this    was    also   in 
November  1836.    In  St.  Mary's,  "Whitechapel,  a  lad  of  the  age  of  18  was  the 
schoolmaster ;  he  had  been  a  pauper  all  his  life,  and  was  of  a  scrofulous  habit  of 
body  ;  he  received  2.';.  6  J.  per   week  ;  the  schoolmistress  was  also  one  of  the 
paupers  ;  she  received  1  s.  per  week  ;  this  was  in  November   1836.     In  SaflVon- 
hill  workhouse,  Holborn  Union,  the  schoolmaster  was  a  pauper,  05  years  of  age  ; 
he  used  formerly  to  receive   1a-.  Gel.  per  week  for  teaching  the  children,  but   this 
had  lately  been  stopped,  and  his  only  extra  allowance  was  a  pint  of  beer  daily  ; 
he  had  been  in  the  house  seven  years  ;  he  was  a  gentleman's  servant,  but  met 
with  an  accident,  by  which  he  was  dreadfully  rujitured  ;   this  was  also  in  No- 
vember 1836.    In  St.  George's-in-the-East  workhouse  the  schoolmaster  had  been 
a  pauper  all  his    life  time,  but  appeared  somewhat  more  active  and  intelligent 
than  most  of  the  same  class  ;  he  received  a  salary  of  2.5/.  per  annum,  and  had 
122  boys  under  his  charge  ;  a  schoolmistress,  not  evidently  ccpial  to  the  duties 
of  her  office,  had  recently  been  engaged  at  a  salary  of  20/.  per  annum  ;  this  was 
also  in  November  1836.      In  St.  Sepulchre's  City,  the  former  master  of  a  charity 
school  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  was  dismissed  for  incompetency,  attended  the 
workhouse   two  hours  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  and  half  an  hour  eveiy 
other  day  but  Sunday,  to  instruct  the  children  in  reading,  writing  and  arith- 
metic;  he  was  assisted  by  a  sickly  young  man,  one  of  the  paupers,  who  acted 
throughout  the  gi-eater  part  of  the  day  as  deputy  schoolmaster  ;    this  yoiaig  man 
spent  six  years  in  St.  Sei)ulchre's  charity  school  :  on  in(|uiry  of  him  what  books 
were  used  for  the  instruction  of  children,  he  said  chiefly  Wyse's  (Vyse's)  Uni- 
versal Spelling-book;  he  received  Is.  per  week  ;  this  was  in  December    1836: 
In  Chelsea  workhouse,  the  porter  to  the  house  having  been  found  able  to  read 
and  write,  had  recently  been  admitted  to  the  rank  of  schoolmaster ;  he  received 
8*.   per  week  ;  his  wife  and  family  lived   out   of  the  house,  and  occasionally 
received  i)arish  relief ;  he  had  got  06  boys  under  his  care  ;  the  schoolmistress 
was  one  of  the  paupers  ;  she  was  lame,  and  had  a  wooden  leg ;  her  salary  was 
]s.   per  week;   this  was  in    December   1836.     In   Minster  workhouse,   Isle   of 
Thanet  Union,  a  new  schoolmaster  had  been  recently  engaged  at  a  salarv  of  20/. 
per  annum.     His  father  was  at  one  time  a  man  of  fortune,  kept  three  or  four 
452.  B  3  hunters. 
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IF.  E.  Hichon,     huxiters,  and  mined  himself  by  extravagance;    the  son  had  been  a  farmer,   a 
"^  butcher  and  a  clerk  ;  from  some  unexplained  cause,  his  wife's  relations  would 

"~7  g  g  not  allow  her  to  live  with  him  ;  the  schoolmistress  was  a  respectable 
young  woman,  the  daughter  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  ;  she  went  to  a 
national  school  at  Canterbury  to  learn  the  system,  but  appeared  to  teach  little 
besides  the  catechism  ;  this  was  in  February  1837.  In  Eastry  Union  workhouse 
a  journejTnan  shoemaker  who  had  received  some  little  instruction  at  a  school 
under  the  patronage  of  ,  had  been  appointed  schoolmaster, 

at  a  salary  of  25  /.  per  annum  ;  the  schoolmistress  was  one  of  the  paupers  ;  an 
advertisement  for  a  schoolmistress  had  lately  been  inserted  in  one  of  the  papers, 
but  a  suitable  remuneration  not  having  been  oft'ered,  no  person  had  applied  for 
the  situation  ;  the  late  schoolmistress  was  also  one  of  the  paupers  ;  she  was  in 
the  liouSiB  of  correction  for  misconduct ;  her  offence  was  of  a  disgusting  nature  ; 
she  was  a  very  passionate  woman,  and  a  child  having  dirtied  the  floor  she  served 
it  as  she  would  have  done  a  cat,  rubbing  the  face  of  the  child  in  its  own  filth  till 
it  was  nearly  choaked ;  this  affair  made  a  great  sensation  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  offence  was  fully  proved  against  her  before  a  board  of  magistrates  ;  this 
■was  in  February  1836.  In  Buckland  workhouse,  River  Union,  the  schoolmaster 
was  a  draper's  shopman  ;  he  was  the  only  appUcant  for  the  place  in  answer  to  an 
advertisement;  his  salary  was  40 /.  ])er  annum,  but  he  had  to  board  iiimself; 
the  schoolmistress  was  a  young  woman  Mho  formerly  kept  a  day-school ;  she 
had  to  boai'd  herself  upon  a  salary  of  30/.  per  amium  ;  she  cA-inced  an  anxiety 
for  the  imi)rovement  of  her  pupils.  In  Elham  Union,  Eclin-hill  workhouse, 
an  old  army  serjeant  was  the  schoolmaster  ;  his  wife  was  the  schoolmistress ; 
they  received  between  them  30/.  per  annum  ;  it  was  their  duty,  besides  teaching 
the  children,  to  assist  generally  in  the  house;  the  schoolmaster  acted  as  porter  ; 
this  was  in  February  1837.  In  East  Ashford  Union,  Wellerborough  Lees 
workhouse,  the  porter  acted  as  schoolmaster  ;  he  received  8*-.  per  week,  was  GO 
years  old,  and  was  formerly  a  game-keeper ;  the  schoolmistress  had  a  salary  of 
18/.  per  annum  ;  she  formerly  kept  a  village  day-school ;  this  was  in  February 
1837.  In  West  Ashford  Union,  West  Wells  workhouse,  the  schoolmaster  was 
last  a  steward  on  board  one  of  the  convict  Hulks  at  Sheerness  ;  it  was  part  of  his 
duty  to  assist  in  the  kitchen,  to  cut  up  the  provisions  and  to  make  himself 
generally  useful ;  he  appeared  a  very  ignorant  ])erson,  and  always  made  use  of 
the  w  instead  of  the  v  ;  his  age  was  .58  ;  his  salary  25/.  per  annum  ;  the  school- 
mistress was  then  only  on  trial,  and  her  salary  was  not  fixed ;  this  was  in 
February  1837.  In  HoUingbourn  Union  workhouse,  the  schoolmaster  was 
formerly  a  farmer,  but  lost  his  money  and  set  up  a  day-school,  which  did  not 
])ay  ;  his  salary  was  20/.  per  annum  ;  the  salary  of  the  schoolmistress  was  only 
10  /.  ;  she  had  been  in  a  lunatic  asylum,  and  was  a  pauper  ;  this  was  in  February 
1837.  In  Bermondsey  Nursery  for  Children,  at  Merton,  a  young  man  of  the 
age  of  27,  formerly  a  clerk,  and  with  the  appearance  and  manners  of  one  who 
had  been  brought  up  in  a  booking-office,  was  the  schoolmaster ;  his  salary  was 
25/.  per  annum,  which  appeared  to  have  been  given  him  rather  as  a  means  of 
support  than  in  consequence  of  his  qualifications  for  teaching;  his  family  were 
respectable,  and  known  to  a  number  of  the  board,  who  procured  him  this 
appointment ;  this  young  man  had  the  sole  charge  of  the  instruction  of  1 35 
children,  including  boys,  girls  and  infants.  The  statements  which  I  have  now 
made  may  be  considered  a  fair  specimen  of  the  kind  of  teachers  provided  at  work- 
house schools ;  the  salaries  given  by  boards  of  guardians  in  the  new  unions  do 
not  appear  generally  to  exceed  the  sums  stated  in  the  above  instances.  At  the 
workhouse  for  the  Shepton  Mallett  Union,  the  master  of  the  house  and  the 
matron  are  required  to  teach  the  children  to  read  and  write,  in  addition  to  per- 
forming all  the  other  multifarious  duties  connected  with  the  manairement  of  adult 
paupers ;  but  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  schoolmaster  shall  be  engaged  at  a 
salary  of  10s.  per  week,  or  25/.  per  annum;  he  is  allowed  apartments  in  the 
house,  fire  and  candle,  and  provisions  ;  if  he  wish  for  a  more  generous  diet,  that 
is  sometimes  allowed  ;  he  must  pay  for  it ;  and  he  is  generally  expected,  besides 
attending  the  children,  to  assist  in  the  household  work,  and,  in  fact,  to  undertake 
all  the  drudgery  which  the  master  of  the  house  may  be  indisposed  to  perform, 
and  which  cannot  be  safely  left  to  the  paupers ;  the  duties  of  the  schoolmistress 
are  similar,  but  the  salary  is  from  5/.  to  10/.  less  than  that  of  the  master ;  it  is 
needless  to  observe,  that  upon  such  terms  the  sen'ices  of  persons  of  education  or 
intelligence  are  not  to  be  obtained,  and  those  from  any  class  who  apply  for  the 

situation, 
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situation,  have  had  but  httle  competition  to  dread  ;  an  advertisement  for  a  school-      w.  E.  Hidson, 
master  frequently  produces  only  one  candidate,  and  sometimes  none  ;  in  a  fev. ,  Esq. 

but  a  few  only,  "of  the  London  parishes,  a  more  liberal  system  prevails  ;  in  the  —  — - 
workhouse  of  St.  Mary-le-bone  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster  and  his  wife  7  June  1  3  . 
is  80/.  per  annum  ;  Mr.  Aubin,  at  his  establishment  for  pauper  children,  pays 
60 Z.  per  annum  to  a  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress,  educated  at  the  Borough- 
road  school,  and  25/.  to  an  infant  schoolmistress;  at  a  similar  estabUshment  at 
Brixton,  Mr.  Dronct  pavs  his  infant  schoohnistress  30  guineas  per  annum,  but 
the  schoolmaster  only  20/;  he  was  a  captain  in  the  army,  but  became  reduced 
in  circumstances,  as"  he  admitted,  by  his  own  folly  and  imprudence  ;  he  is  70 
years  of  age,  and  was  seven  years  a  pauper  of  Lambeth  pariSh  ;  boards  of  guar- 
dians naturallv  object  to  incur  a  great  and  disproportionate  expense  for  a  school- 
master or  schoolmistress,  when  the  nimiber  of  children  to  be  educated  in  a  work- 
house is  comparatively  small,  as  in  some  of  the  country  unions  ;  the  only  remedy 
in  these  cases  is  to  remove  the  children  from  the  workhouse,  and  place  them 
where  they  are  to  be  educated  with  other  children,  in  sufficient  numbers  to  allow 
of  a  fit  and  properly  (jualified  person  being  placed  over  them. 

William  Shadbolt,  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

13242.  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  had  much  experience  in  the  administration  of   »'.  Shadbolt,  Esq. 
the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act? — I  have  been  chairman,  and  ex-officio  guai'dian        - 

in  the  board  of  Lambeth,  from  its  commencement  up  to  the  last,  altogether  two 
years  and  a  quarter. 

13243.  How  are  the  elections  of  guardians  in  the  parish  of  Lambeth  generally 
conducted  ;  are  they  by  lists  ? — Yes. 

1 3'244.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  advantageous  for  that  parish 
if  the  guardians  were  elected  by  wards?— Most  decidedly;  lam  quite  of  that 
opinion. 

1324,5.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  your  reasons  for  entertaining  that 
opinion? — My  reason  is  (and  the  present  board  of  guardians  furnishes  me  with 
the  proof),  that  a  certain  party  hold  together,  and  they  get  up  a  list  from  one  part 
of  the  parish  ;  and  the  other  parts  of  the  parish  are  not  represented. 

13246.  Mr.  Baines.]  But  the  effect  would  be,  supposing  the  election  to  be  in 
wards,  that  you  would  have  a  more  general  distribution  of  the  representation  of 
your  district  ? — Yes. 

13247.  Chairman]  Are  the  guardians  elected  by  list  in  Lambeth,  taken  gene- 
rallv  from  the  whole  parish,  or  confined  to  particular  parts  ? — No,  they  are  taken 
from  the  whole  parish,  but  the  nomination  is  at  the  vestry-hall,  where  only  a 
certain  number  of  persons,  interested  in  it,  get  up  these  lists. 

13248.  If  so  large  a  parish  were  divided  into  wards,  different  paities  would 
be  proposed  from  each  district  ? — Yes. 

13249.  You  think  it  would  lead  to  more  improvement,  and  create  a  fairer  and 
a  more  satisfactory  board  of  guardians  ? — Certainly. 

13250.  Mr.  Bailies.]  That  oliservation  you  suppose  would  not  only  apply  to 
the  parish  of  Lambeth,  but  to  all  parishes  where  there  is  a  large  po])ulation,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  g-uardians  to  be  elected? — Most  unquestionably. 

13251.  Mr.  Freshfield.]  The  present  system  may  lead  to  a  system  of  self- 
election,  in  consequence  of  the  unwillingess  people  may  have  to  encounter 
elections  ? — Yes. 

13252.  To  set  up  a  list,  and  maintain  that  hst? — Yes. 

13253.  Whereas  an  election  in  each  particular  district  would  be  a  simple 
operation,  and  might  be  introduced?— -Yes  ;  it  is  not  always  the  man  best  suited 
for  a  guardian  that  wishes  to  be  one. 

13254.  Mr.  Bainex.]  It  must  frequently  happen,  when  the  list  is  so  large,  that 
it  must  be  quite  impossible  for  the  persons  electing  to  know  the  merits  and 
demerits  of  the  candidates  ? — As  a  proof  of  that,  in  the  election  for  Lambeth,  on 
this  last  occasion,  we  have  had  2,000  papci"S  returned  unsigned,  from  that  cir- 
cumstance ;  when  we  came  to  ask  the  inhabitants  why  they  left  them  so,  they 
said, fairly  enough,  "  I  could  not  fill  up,  I  did  not  know  who  were  the  right  persons;" 
but  if  we  elected  four  in  each  neighbourhood,  or  anv  other  triven  number,  it 
would  be  diflercnt  ;  that  parish  is  divided  ecclesiastically  into  five  districts,  the 
mother  disti'ict  and  four  others  ;  there  are  four  district  churches,  the  Waterloo 
district,  the  Kennington  district,  the  Brixton  district,  and  the  Norwood  district. 

45-'-  "  B4  13^55-    Persons 
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II'.  Shadbolf,  Esq.        13255.  Pcrsoiis  returning  lists,  who  have  partisanship  in  view,  frequently  are 

apt  to  do  it? — Yes. 

7  juns  1838.  13256.  And  those  who  are  anxious   to  he  re2:ulated  hy  a  judgment  of  the- 

talents  or  (luaHtications  of  the  candidates  do  not  return  the  lists,  for  they  do  not 
happen  to  know  wlio  would  be  suitable  ? — That  is  really  tlie  fact. 

132.57.  But  if  each  man  had  to  return  in  his  own  ward,  and  that  ward  was  of 
a  moderate  size,  he  either  would  know  the  candidate,  or  a  little  trouble  would  soon 
put  him  into  possession  of  that  information? — Yes  ;  and  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  he  so  informed,  and  to  elect  proper  persons. 

132.58.  Which,  owing  to  the  unwieldiness  of  the  large  lists,  he  cannot  accom- 
plish?— Yes. 

132.")9.  Chairman.']  Turn  to  the  2Gth  paragraph,  the  92d  page  of  2d  Annual' 
Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners ;  be  so  good  as  to  read  the  para- 
graph?— "In  the  followinu;  cases  of  persons  who  are,  or  who  previouslv  to  the  1st 
day  of  June  next  may  be,  paupers  duly  chargeable  to  any  parish  in  the  union, 
and  who  are  resident  within  it,  namely,  persons  who  are  indigent  and  helpless 
from  age  ;  persons  who  are  indigent  and  helpless  from  being  crippled  or  from 
incurable  disease  ;  persons  who  are  indigent  and  helpless  from  temporary  sick- 
ness ;  widows  who  are  destitute  and  burthened  with  children  incapable  of  working; 
the  guardians  may  order  weekly  relief  to  be  given,  partly  in  money  and  partlv  in 
kind  ;  that  is  to  say,  in  articles  of  food,  clothing,  fuel,  medicines  or  other  articles 
of  absolute  necessity. 

13200.  It  appears  from  this  rule  the  board  of  guardians  acting  under  it  are  at 
liberty  to  offer  relief,  partly  in  money  and  partly  in  Ivind,  to  the  classes  of  persons 
inserted  in  the  rule,  who  previously  to  the  1st  day  of  June  last  were  paupers,  and 
chargeable  to  the  union  ;  have  you  receiveil  any  rule  of  this  description  at 
Lambeth  ? — We  have  used  our  discretion  in  it  as  the  cases  occurred. 

1 3261 .  Is  it  your  practice  invariably  to  refuse  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  the- 
persons  enumerated  in  this  rule? — (,'ertainly  not. 

13262.  Do  you  exercise  a  discretion  with  reference  to  the  persons  enumerated 
in  this  list,  as  to  whether  you  should  reheve  them  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse  ? — 
Unquestionably. 

13203.  Do  you  order  temporary  relief  to  persons  of  this  description,  or  do  you 
occasionally  revise  the  orders  for  relief? — We  always  order  temporary  relief  and 
revise  them  at  short  periods. 

13264.  Do  you,  if  you  think  the  circumstances  require,  renew  the  order  for 
relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  the  classes  enumerated  there  ? — We  do  certainly  ; 
still  for  short  periods. 

13265.  Mr.  Miles.}  Do  you  conceive  by  that  order  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
you  are  absolutelv  precluded  from  giving  relief  to  that  class  of  persons  out  of  the 
workhouse  after  the  1st  of  June  ? — We  have  never  considered  so  ;  we  have  never 
considered  ourselves  absolutely  bound  to  do  so  ;  we  were  to  use  our  discretion  in 
those  particular  cases,  making  as  few  of  them  as  we  could. 

13266.  From  having  been  so  long  connected  with  the  board,  have  j-ou  any 
observations  to  make  as  to  any  alterations  you  wish  to  see  in  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act  ? — I  beg  to  say,  not ;  I  have  worked  it  with  great  care  and  dilir 
gence,  taking  up  two  days  in  the  work,  and  always,  and  I  have  always  been  in 
before  10  in  the  morning  ;  sometimes  I  have  not  left  till  5  ;  I  have  not  been  absent 
more  than  twice  and  that  from  illness,  and  I  have  seen  nothing,  from  my  experi- 
ence there,  which  induces  me  to  say  there  ought  to  be  alteration. 

)32t)7.  Chairman.]  You  think  the  operation  of  the  law  satisfactory  ? — Per- 
fectly so  ;  in  our  great  parish  it  has  proved  itself  so  ;  in  our  boards  of 
guardians  we  have  invited  those  inimical  to  the  board  to  come  and  join  us  ; 
there  has  been  hardly  an  instance  in  which  they  have  not  become  converts  to 
it ;  working  it  out  in  the  way  I  have  described,  not  being  too  violent. 

1326S.  Have  you  observed  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  persons  having 
public-houses  ?  —  The  complaints  of  the  occupiers  of  them  ;  they  have  lost 
their  trade  since  the  out-door  relief  was  stopped  ;  the  money  used  to  be  spent, 
unfortunately,  in  their  houses  ;  they  were  very  much  losers,  and  were  always 
complaining. 

13269.  Mr.  Walker.]  Can  you  suggest  any  alteration  for  the  bettering  the 
bastardy  law? — I  cannot  indeed. 

13270'.  Chairman.]  You  think  it  acts  satisfactorily? — Many  people  complain; 
one  cannot  find  a  remedy  ;  if  the  discretion  is  to  be  limited,  what  are  you 
to  do. 

13271.  Mr. 
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13271.  Mr.  Miles.]  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  applying  for  orders  of    fV.  Shadboli,Esq. 
affiliation  at  quarter-sessions  ? — Not  at  all ;  I  do  not  think  I  have  once.  

13272.  Chairman.]   Is  there  any  local  Act  at  Lambeth  ? — Yes.  7  June  »8p,8 

13273.  Do  you  find  the  operation  of  that  Act  interferes  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Law  ? — Yes  ;  the  money  beinp;  raised  by  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  part  of  that  responsibility  rests  on  them,  and  part  on  the  board ; 
there  is  always  a  difficulty  in  making  the  rates ;  sometimes  they  do  not  agree 
as  to  the  rate  needful ;  one  individual  will  think  it  is  more  than  the  other  ;  as 
to  the  distribution  of  money,  sometimes  the  board  of  guardians  are  not  supplied 
with  money  as  they  want  it ;  the  collectors  are  under  the  charge  of  the  board 
of  guardians  and  churchwardens  to  collect  monies,  yet  the  overseers  make 
the  rate,  so  that  there  are  always  difficulties  between  the  two  powers  ;  they 
clash.  '  « 

13274.  The  hoard  of  guardians  make  tlie  necessary  order,  do  they  not,  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  all  the  power  they  have. 

13275.  Have  you  observed  any  difficulty  in  the  punctual  recover}'  of  money 
so  ordered  by  the  board  of  guardians  ? — Not  from  motives  of  opposition  ;  some- 
times from  money  not  being  collected. 

13276.  You,  therefore,  think  it  is  desirable  that  the  whole  of  the  collection 
of  money,  as  far  as  the  poor-rate  is  concerned,  should  be  under  the  control  of 
the  board  of  guardians  ? — Every  thing  regarding  the  parish  should  be  under  one 
control ;  the  county-rate  and  the  police-rate  should  be  under  the  same ;  they 
would  work  much  better  if  the  whole  funds  of  tlie  parish  were  put  under  one 
responsible  board  ;  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better. 

13277.  Would  there  be  a  great  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  local  Act,  as 
far  as  those  powers  are  concerned  ? — Not  the  smallest  ;  I  think  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  all  parties. 

1.5278.  Generally  acceptable  to  the  parish? — Quite  so,  I  tliink. 

13279.  Mr.  Freshjield.']  You  were  asked,  whether  any  improvement  occurred 
to  you  in  the  bastardy  law  ? — There  really  does  not. 

13280.  Have  you  had  much  experience  in  the  working  of  the  clause  ? — Yes  ; 
1  had  so  much  that,  when  the  board  was  first  instituted,  we  had  200  children 
that  received  reUef  as  bastards,  and  when  we  came  to  throw  the  relief  off  not  20 
came  to  the  house. 

13281.  You  sav  that  you  have  not  had  any  cases  of  appeal  to  the  justices? 
—No. 

13282.  Therefore  you  have  not  considered  the  operation  of  this  clause  re- 
quiring confirmation  of  the  woman's  statement? — No;  the  expense  is  so  great, 
and  the  uncertainty  also,  we  have  not. 

13283.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  injustice  in  allowing  the  woman  to 
affiliate  the  first  child  ? — As  before,  and  chargeable  to  the  parish  ?  I  should 
doubt  the  propriety  of  it. 

13284.  One  great  evil  formerly  was,  that  one  woman  had  several  children,  and 
obtained  an  income  by  means  of  prostitution  ;  would  you  make  no  distinction 
between  a  woman  having  several  children  and  a  woman  with  her  first  child  ? — 
There  ought  to  be  a  distinction. 

132S.'5.    Chairman.]  What  sort  of  distinction  ? — There  is  the  difficulty. 

13286.  Mr.  Freshjield.]  Whether  the  allowance  should  be  made  to  a  woman  for 
her  first  child  or  not,  would  you  not  think  it  justice  the  man  sliould  be  made  to 
pay  lor  the  maintenance  of  the  child? — I  wisli  the  man  could  be  made  to  pay 
in  all  cases ;  I  should  be  very  glad  if  they  could  still ;  tbe  parish  ought  not 
to  pay. 

132S7.  Do  you  not  feel  that  you  are  taking  away  one  motive  from  the  man, 
the  motive  of  fear,  in  reUeving  him  from  the  payment  I — The  experience  of  our 
parish  has  shown  that  even  before  this  law,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  the  man  who 
had  been  compelled  to  pay,  paid  it  for  a  very  short  period,  and  then  ran  away ; 
and  I  aiu  sorry  to  say  that  our  parish-books  show  a  loss  of  1,000/.,  in  conse- 
quence III  orders  being  made  for  pajtiients ;  they  so  soon  leave  the  parish,  and 
run  away  ;  they  evade  you  altogether ;  it  has  already  formed  a  great  burden  on 
the  parish. 

13288.  ^^^lat  do  you  think  is  the  effect  on  persons  in  better  circumstances? 
— They  ought  to  pay,  certainly  ;  tliere  is  no  difficulty  about  that. 

1 3281).  Is  it  not  cruel  to  throw  the  whole  expenses  on  the  woman  in  that  case? 
— Certainly,  where  the  man  is  in  circumstances,  he  ought  to  be  made  to  pay. 

452.  c  The  Rev. 
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The  Rev.  John  George  Storie,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

13-290.   Chairman.]  YOU  are  chairman  of  the  Camberwell  Union? — I  am. 

13201 .  Turn  to  page  92  of  that  Report  lying  before  you,  the  24th  section  ;  the 

7  June  1838.  passage  has  just  been  read  by  tlie  preceding  witness  ;  do  you  know  any  rule  of  tliat 
decription  under  which  you  are  now  acting;  are  you  acting  under  any  rule  of  that 
description  ?— No  ;  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  rule  limiting  the  period  to 
the  1st  of  June  ;  we  act  under  no  such  rule. 

13292.  What  is  your  practice  with  reference  to  persons  who  are  indigent  and 
helpless  from  age,  who  are  indigent  and  helpless  from  being  crijjpled  or  from 
incurable  disease,  or  who  are  indigent  and  helpless  from  temporary  sickness, 
and  widows  who  are  destitute  and  burthened  with  children  incapable  of  working  ? 
—  To  relieve  those  persons  out  of  the  house. 

13293.  Do  you  exercise  a  discretion  on  that  subject,  ordering  into  the  house 
persons  of  that  description  whom  you  think  it  desirable  to  order  into  the  house, 
and  giving  rehefout  of  doors  to  whom  you  think  it  is  desirable? — We  do. 

13294.  Do  you  think  that  a  salutarj'  mode  of  aihninistering  relief? — Yes, 
I  do. 

132()5.  Have  you  observed  any  inconvenience  result  from  that  practice? — 
None  wliatever. 

13296.  Should  you  dislike  to  see  that  adopted? — Indeed  I  should,  though 
believing  the  rules  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  generally  very  good ;  nor 
considering  the  workhouse,  in  one  point  of  view,  as  a  test  of  idleness,  can  it  be 
necessai-y  in  regard  to  this  class  of  paupers. 

13297.  Have  you  been  long  chairman  of  the  Camberwell  Union? — Ever  since 
it  was  established  in  November  1 835. 

13298.  What  has  been  your  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  that 
parish  ? — That  it  has  been  most  salutar\'. 

13299.  Do  you  think,  at  the  same  time,  it  has  been  attended  with  any  pri- 
vation to  the  deserving  poor? — Indeed  none. 

13300.  Do  you  think  that  the  old  and  helpless  and  diseased  were  less  well 
taken  care  of  and  less  well  provided  for  under  the  old  law  ? — -Much  better  under 
the  new  Poor  Law  than  under  the  old  system. 

13301.  Does  vour  union  comprise  many  parishes  ? — Only  our  own. 

13302.  Had  you  formerly  a  select  vestry  and  paid  overseers  ? — A  paid  overseer, 
not  a  select  vestry. 

1  3,503.  How  many  relieving  overseers  have  you  now  ? — Only  one. 

13304.  What  is  the  pojjulation  of  the  parish? — About  38,000  now. 

13305.  Hie  geographical  extent  of  it  is  not  very  great? — The  circumference  of 
it  is  about  22  miles. 

13306.  What  distance  is  any  part  of  the  parish  from  the  workhouse? — The 
most  distant  part  of  it ;  I  cannot  speak  with  accuracy  ;  perhaps  between  three  and 
four  miles. 

13307.  Do  vou  find  one  relieving  overseer  is  sufficient  for  the  discharge  of  that 
duty  ? — Yes  ;  we  had  two  in  the  first  instance  ;  we  found  that  one  was  sufficient. 

1330S.  Do  you  think  that  he  has  time  sufficiently  to  ascertain  the  real  con- 
dition of  the  poor? — Yes,  I  do. 

i330().  What  is  his  practice  in  case  of  a  new  application  being  made  to  him  ; 
what  would  be  the  practice  ;  would  he  invariably  go  to  the  house  of  the  applicant  ? 
— Invariably. 

13310.  Would  he,  at  his  own  discretion,  order  the  relief  he  thought  imme- 
diately necessary,  and  then  report  the  circumstance  to  the  board  ? — Yes. 

1331 1.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  seeing  paupers  when  they  come  to  the  board? 
— Yes. 

1331 2.  Do  you  ever  refuse  to  see  any  person  ? — Never. 

13313.  Have  you  ever  known  the  relieving  officer,  or  have  you  heard,  that  he 
has  thrown  imjiediments  in  the  way  of  your  seeing  paui)ers  ?^No,  indeed  ;  were 
he  to  do  so  the  board  would  recommend  his  dismissal  immediately. 

•3314.  ;Mr.  Miles.]  What  were  your  rates  in  Camberwell  previously  to  the  Poor 
Law  ?--A  short  time  previously  to  the  introduction  of  the  Poor  Law,  4*.  in  the 
pound,  and  one  year  thej'  were  4s.  Gd. 

1331.')-  What  are  they  now  at  the  present  time? — They  are  rather  high,  in 
consequence  of  our  paying  for  the  new  building ;  but  immediately  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  Poor  Law,  I  think  they  were  reduced  to  20  rf. 

13316.  Was 
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13316.  Was  that  reduction  effected  without  causing  any  provocation  to  the  Re\.J.  G.  Storie. 
poor  ? — Without  causing  any.  

13317.  What  is  the  state  of  the  old  poor  within  your  union  at  the  present       7  June  1838. 
time  without  the  house ;  are  they  better  or  worse  paid  than  formerly  ? — They  are 

not  better  paid  ;  but  they  are  constantly  under  the  eye  of  the  relieving  officer 
or  the  board,  and  no  exigency,  no  particular  distress  can  arise  to  any  of  them 
without  its  being  immediately  seen  to. 

13318.  Is  the  allowance  about  the  same  ? — It  is,  but  it  is  given  in  kind  very 
much. 

133U).  What  amount  of  relief  do  you  give  to  an  old  person  ? — Each  case 
stands  on  its  own  merits  ;  sometimes  an  old  person  has  relations  who  can  aid  in 
maintaining  him  or  her,  in  which  case  we  give  very  little  ;  in  others  a  considerable 
sum  ;  we  do  not  profess  to  maintain  any  person. 

13320.  Chairman.']  Did  you  ever  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  any 
of  the  paupers  who  had  been  struck  off  the  lists  for  parish  reUef  ? — Indeed  I 
have,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  saying,  that  out  of  several  hundred  persons 
struck  off  the  list  of  paupers,  many  of  whom,  or  the  greater  portion  of  whom  are 
still  resident  in  the  parish  under  my  own  eye  ;  the  change  which  has  taken  place 
in  their  moral  habits  and  temporal  comforts  exceeds  the  warmest  anticipations. 

13321.  What  do  you  attribute  that  to  ? — To  those  people  being  compelled  to 
depend  on  themselves,  to  self-reliance. 

1 3322.  What  was  the  practice  formerly  ? — Any  person  who  came  to  the  parish 
board  was  sure  to  receive  relief. 

13323.  What  was  the  consequence  of  that  indiscriminate  reUef  ? — They  used 
to  carrv  the  reUef  they  received,  generally  speaking,  to  the  ale-house. 

13324.  Were  they  idle  in  habits  ? — Worthless. 

1332.5.  Could  they  depend  certainly  on  receiving  relief  if  they  made  applica- 
tion r — Yes,  they  coiild. 

1 3326.  Was  there  any  inducement  to  the  paupers  to  exert  themselves  ? — None 
whatever. 

13327.  The  change  has  been  to  produce  industrj'' in  those  whose  habits  were 
formerly  idle  and  negligent  ? — Just  so. 

13328.  And  you  have  observed,  in  the  instances  that  have  come  under  your 
notice,  that  their  temporal  comforts  as  well  as  moral  habits  have  improved  ? — Yes. 

13329.  Have  vou  examined,  yourself  personally,  into  those  cases? — I  have, 
and  I  have  taken  the  evidence  of  a  number  of  tradespeople,  of  medical  persons, 
and  the  clergy  generally  throughout  the  parish  ;  they  will  all  confirm  what  I  now 
state,  as  to  the  improvement  in  the  moral  habits  and  temporal  comforts  of  those 
people. 

13330.  As  you  have  had  considerable  experience  in  the  working  of  this  law  in 
your  district,  are  there  any  suggestions  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Com- 
mittee, by  which  the  law,  in  your  opinion,  might  be  amended  ? — I  should  strongly 
recommend  that  the  making  of  the  rates,  and  all  the  duties  which  are  now  per- 
formed by  other  parties  in  the  parish,  should  be  left  to  the  board  of  guardians. 

1333'-  What  inconvenience  have  you  felt  from  its  not  being  so  ? — Want  of 
uniformity  of  system. 

13332.  Have  you  a  local  Act? — Yes. 

13333.  What  is  the  division  of  power  which  you  find  inconvenient? — There 
is  a  highway  committee,  who  have  a  surveyor  of  their  own,  with  which  surveyor 
in  reality  rests  the  making  and  the  spending  of  the  rates  ;  it  is  true,  it  is 
nominally  the  committee ;  he  has  the  use  of  their  name  ;  at  the  same  time  he 
is  the  person  on  whom  the  expenditure  principally  depends  ;  with  this  com- 
mittee the  board  of  guardians  not  unfrequcntly  have  trouble  ;  they  are  the 
persons  who  alone  have  labour  at  disposal ;  they  refuse  sometimes  our  able-bodied 
pEmpers  work  on  the  roads. 

13334-  Is  that  from  some  feeling  of  jealousy: — I  think  it  is  from  the  bad  way 
they  are  elected  ;  they  are  elected  in  open  vestry  ;  and  of  course  they  are  not 
always  so  fit  as  where  a  deliberate  election  takes  place. 

1333-,.  You  have  found  inconvenience  of  that  description? — Yes. 

13336.  In  any  other  respect  have  you  found  the  powers  of  the  local  Act  incon- 
venientlv  conflicting  with  the  board  of  local  guai'dians? — No;  it  afiects  the  high- 
way, and  perhaps  the  charity  estates,  which  form  no  material  feature  in  the  main  ; 
it  would  be  desirable  that  the  board  of  guardians  had  the  making  of  the  rate,  as 
well  as  of  expending  of  it. 

452.  ^  C2  13337-  You 
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Rc\;  J.  G.  Siorit.        13337.  You  mean  the  rate  that  is  now  made  by  two  mag;istratcs  ? — Yes; 

■ nomhially,  hut  in  reality  by  the  overseers,  without  any  assistance. 

7  June  1838.  1333<^.  You  think  it  would  he  desirable  that  the  whole  of  the  makine;  of  the 

rates,  and  the  collecting  them  and  enforcing  llie  payment  of  them,  as  well  as  the 
distribution  of  the  money,  should  be  in  the  board  of  guardians  ? — Yes;  you  s]ioke 
of  the  collectors ;  those  persons  are  not  under  the  power  of  the  board  of 
guardians ;  they  ai*e  not  appointed  by  them,  owing  to  the  local  Act. 

1 3339.  The  collectors  are  appointed  by  the  local  Act  ? — Yes. 

13340.  They  collect  all  the  rates  of  the  parish? — Yes,  they  do. 

13341.  They  are  not  amenable  to  the  board  of  guardians  ? — No 

13342.  Do  you  find  it  inconvenient  when  the  board  of  guardians  have  ordered 
particular  sums  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  is  there  any  difficulty  in  collecting 
that  money  and  receiving  it  ? — VVc  have  never  been  put  to  serious  inconvenience  ; 
we  have  been  delayed  for  a  week ;  there  has  been  no  real  inconvenience  ;  but 
there  might  be. 

13343.  Suppose  the  collectors  were  disposed  to  throw  difficulties  in  your  way, 
or  neglect  the  collection  of  the  rates,  would  not  the  poor  be  exposed  to  serious 
inconvenience  for  want  of  payment  ?  —  Yes ;  unless  the  board  of  guardians 
advanced  the  money  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

1 3344.  You  recommend  that  the  whole  of  the  rates  should  be  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  board  of  guardians  ? — Yes. 

1334.1.  Mr.  Miles.]  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
an  alteration  of  the  law  giving  greater  power  to  officers,  to  your  relieving  officers  ? 
— I  would  give  the  power  of  the  overseers  entirely  to  the  board  of  guardians  ;  I 
would  do  away  with  overseers  entirely. 

13346.  In  whom  would  you  invest  the  power? — In  the  board  of  guardians 
entirely ;  the  relieving  officer  I  would  still  keep  dependent  on  the  board  of 
guardians. 

'3347-  ^^  ^^^^  o^  the  removal  of  a  lunatic  pauper,  under  the  present  system, 
from  your  workhouse,  do  you  not  find  frequently  a  difficulty  in  getting  the  over- 
seer's attendance,  it  being  necessary  on  the  examination  taken  before  the 
magistrates  ? — The  more  usual  form  with  us  is  to  remove  the  lunatic  on  a  medical 
certificate,  confirmed  by  the  clergyman,  and  a  parish  officer. 

13348.  In  the  case  of  making  the  appbcation  for  the  removal  of  a  lunatic 
pauper,  would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  all  parties  if  the  power  given  to  the 
overseer  were  given  to  the  rehe\nng  officer  ?— I  would  not  give  the  power  the 
overseer  at  present  possesses  to  the  relieving  officer,  but  to  the  board  of 
guardians. 

13349.  What  would  you  reserve  to  the  overseers,  then? — None  whatever;  the 
office  would  be  wholly  useless  ;  it  is  all  but  useless  now. 

133.50.  At  present  there  are  two  accounts  kept,  I  think,  one  the  parochial 
account,  the  other  the  Poor  Law  account  ;  would  you  place  that  parochial  ac- 
count under  the  Poor  Law  Union,  as  well  as  the  poor  account  ? — I  would. 

133.^1.  That  you  think  would  be  a  considerable  improvement? — A  vast  im- 
provement ;  the  audit  would  be  more  regular,  as  well  as  the  system  generally. 

133.52.  Both  your  answers  apply  to  the  general  administration,  rather  than  to 
the  local  administration  in  Cambei-w^ell  - — Yes,  certainly. 

133.53.  Mr.  Walkc}\'\  Have  you  reason  to  believe  the  administration  of  the 
law  generally  is  satisfactory  to  the  poor  ? — It  is  becoming  more  satisfactory  than 
it  was ;  undoubtedly,  in  the  first  instance,  they  looked  to  it  in  Camberwell,  as 
well  as  every  where  else,  with  verj-  great  terror.  * 

133.54.  Has  there  been  a  clamour  or  complaint  made  by  those  who  under 
the  old  law  received  relief? — No  clamour. 

1335.5.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  the  dissatisfaction  which  existed,  and  the 
alarm  which  subsisted,  have  subsided  since  the  law  has  been  in  operation  ? — \  eiy 
much. 

133.56.  And  that  that  has  been  really  an  alteration  of  opinion;  not  that  the 
people  acquiesced  in  a  law  which  they  found  it  impossible  to  resist  ? — Clearly  an 
alteration  of  opinion. 

133.57.  A  real  change  in  the  convictions  and  opinions  of  persons  who  are 
affected  by  the  administration  of  relief? — Yes ;  for  many  persons  who  before 

were 
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were  paupers,  and  struck  off  the  books,  look  on  the  withdrawal  of  relief  as  the    Rev.y.  G.  StorU. 
best  thing  that  ever  happened  to  them. 

133.5'^-  Finding  their  habits  have  been  improved,  and  that  their  temporal  cir- 
cumstances have  improved,  they  have  come  to  the  conviction,  you  think,  that  it 
is  better  for  them  to  rely  for  support  on  their  own  independent  exertions  than 
on  the  parochial  assistance  they  formerly  received  ? — I  believe  so ;  I  am  sure 
of  it. 

133,59.  Have  you  any  report  from  your  board  of  guardians  r — I  have  one, 
dated  January  1837. 

13360.  Is  that  the  report  you  hold  in  your  hand? — It  is. 

13361.  Does  that  paper  contain  more  than  one  report  ? — No,  but  one. 

13362.  Dated  Januar\^  1837? — Yes. 
^33^*3-  Be  so  good  as  to  put  that  in.  • 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  follouinf/  JReport.} 

REPORT  from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  established  on  the  24th  November  18.35,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Giles,  Camberwell,  under  the  provision  of  the  New  Poor  Law  Act. 

A  TWELVEMONTH  having  elapsed  since  the  introduction  of  the  new  Poor  Law  into  the 
parish  of  Camberwell,  the  board  of  guardians  feel  it  due  to  themselves,  and  to  the  measure 
which  they  have  undertaken  to  administer,  to  publish  a  statement  of  their  proceedings,  and 
thus  assist  the  parishioners  in  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  utility  and  advantage  of  the 
measure,  its  efficacy  in  raising  the  moral  condition  of  the  poor,  and  making  better  provision 
for  those  who  really  are  necessitous  and  require  relief  from  the  parochial  fund. 

The  board,  upon  their  first  establishment,  proceeded  with  much  care  and  anxiety  to  the 
performance  of  the  arduous  duties  imposed  on  them,  being  sensible  that  the  proposed  change 
in  the  method  of  relieving  the  poor,  however  well  it  might  sound  in  theory,  had  to  be 
reduced  into  practice,  not  only  against  the  feelings  of  the  parties  more  immediately  interested, 
but  also  against  what  might  be  termed  the  popular  prejudice  against  the  measure  itself;  still 
the  board  felt  assured,  that  with  a  little  patience  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  steady  per- 
sevenmce  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  to  carry  the  measure  into  effect,  all  apparent  diffi- 
culties would  be  overcome.  In  order  to  adopt  an  uniformity  of  proceeding,  the  board 
endeavoured,  as  far  as  possible,  to  lay  down  a  system  of  relief  to  be  administered  to  all, 
leaving  particular  cases  to  form  their  own  exception,  and  for  that  purpose  they  resolved, 
that  in  regard  to  persons  above  60  years  of  age,  the  out-door  relief  should  be  continued  to 
all  who  did  not  wholly  depend  on  parochial  aid,  or  who  were  residing  \Aith  their  children 
or  near  relatives  contributing  to  their  comfort  and  support,  or  who,  because  of  former 
respectability,  or  any  other  particular  circumstance,  expressed  repugnance  to  a  workhouse  ; 
thus,  on  the  one  hand,  carefully  avoiding  to  sever  domestic  ties  or  to  wound  the  feelinsrs  of 
those  who  had  seen  better  days,  and,  on  the  other,  affording  a  shelter  to  all  who  would  be 
otherwise  imable  to  find  one ;  that  with  respect  to  such  as  were  under  6li  years,  some  fur- 
ther distinction  should  be  made  in  favour  of  those  who  had  a  prospect  of,  sooaer  or  later, 
maintaining  themselves,  and  only  that  class  housed  within  the  walls  of  the  workhouse  who 
were  likely  to  be  a  perpetual  burthen  upon  the  rates. 

Having  agreed  upon  a  system,  the  board  had  personal  examination  of  the  different  cases 
receiving  out-door  relief,  taking  care  that  each  particidar  case  should  l)e  fully  inquired  into 
previous  to  any  alteration  being  made  in  the  old  allowances,  and  tlie  result  was,  as  will 
hereafter  be  shown,  that  in  a  large  number  of  cases  the  board  were  compelled  to  takeoff  the 
allowance  altogether. 

In-door  Relief. — In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  to  complete 
a  bettor  classification  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  the  board  were  under  the  necessity 
of  enlarging  the  building,  for  which  purpose  tliey  obtained  a  loan  of  2,000 /.  from  the 
Exchequer  Bill  Loan  Commissioners,  to  be  repaid  by  annual  instalments  of  200/.  each. 

The  alterations  are  now  complete,  and  the  board  are  bringing  into  operation  that  part  of  the 
Act  requiring  a  separation  of  the  different  ages,  sexes  and  conditions. 

By  tlius  separating  the  aged  who  are  past  labour  from  those  who  are  able  to  contribute 
towards  their  own  maintenance  in  the  house,  the  comfort  "of  the  former,  as  well  as  order 
among  all,  are  more  eflectually  provided  for.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  general  classification, 
which  includes  the  sexes,  husband  and  wife  are  kept  apart,  but  this  is  no  new  feature  in  the 
present  law ;  it  was  as  unavoidable  under  the  old  as  it  is  under  the  new  system,  and  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  decency  requiring  that  the  same  room  should  have  no  other  occu- 
pants but  the  man  and  his  wife,  there  would  be  no  limits  to  the  size  of  the  workhouse 
aftbrding  separate  apartments  to  every  married  couple. 

On  the  subject  of  diet,  it  has  been  the  care  of  the  board  to  frame  an  amply  sufficieni 
table,  but  somewhat  below  the  fare  of  an  independent  labourer,  who  earns  bis  bread  by  his 
own  exertions.  To  the  ordinary  table,  which  is  subjoined,  tea,  and  whati^ver  else  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  medical  attendant  as  requisite,  is  added  for  the  sick  and  aged. 
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Ke\.J.  G.  Storic.        The   following   stateniont   will  show   the   number   of  inmates^  inckuliiig   the  workhouse, 

Marlborough  House,  at  JNorwood,  aud  in   Pecklmui    House,  at  corresponding  periods,  in 

7  J-.ne  183?.        *-^o  years;  viz.— 


3Itt  December  1^3j   ■ 
31st  December  1636   - 


Number  of  Men 

in  the  !lou«  ; 

Alarlbornut^li   Iluune 

and  Asvlum. 


Ofl 


Number  of  Womc-n 

in  the  Ilutibc- ; 

MarII)orough    Huusc 

and  Asylum. 


126 
126 


Number  of  Children 
in  the  Huutc, 

and 
at  Norwood, 


66 


TOTALS  : 
In.<Ioor. 


267 
271 


Out-door  lielief. — It  will  he  found,  on  reference  to  the  accounts  set  forth  in  the  schedule, 
that  the  number  of  recipients  of  out-door  relief  were,  viz. — 


Number  of 
Men. 

Number  of 
Women. 

Children. 

TOTAL. 

On  the  3 lit  December  I i?3a     - 

Acd  on  tke  3Ut  December  1836,  the  num-1 
hers  were  -         -          -         -         -         -/ 

-  -     242     -     - 

-  -       76     -     - 

-  .     S3S     -     - 

-  -     240     -     - 

-  -     920     -     - 

-  -     2S9     -     - 

-  -      1,700 

-  -         605 

flaking  a  reduction  amounting  to        -         - 

-     -      166     -     - 

-     -     298     -     - 

-     -     631     -     - 

-     -     1,095 

Tl)('  above  shows  the  diHcrcnce  between  the  two  years,  but  the  schedule  sets  forth  the 
proportionate  reduction  in  each  quarter. 

It  may  be  considered  by  many  individuals  that  reduction  in  the  allowance  to  the  poor  can- 
not by  ])ossibility  have  bettered  their  condition,  but  only  deprived  them  of  a  few  comforts 
previously  enjoyed,  and  that  the  loss  is  far  more  deeply  and  severely  felt  by  them  than  the 
proportionate  saving  is  appreciated  by  the  rate-payer ;  but  such,  the  board  are  convinced, 
from  experience,  is  not  the  case  ;  so  far  froiii  the  individuals  whose  relief  has  been  discon- 
tinued being  sufferers  by  the  change,  the  board  have  in  their  possession  a  list  of  no  less 
than  207  persons,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  are  still  resident  within  the  parish,  the 
numerical  number  of  whose  families  amount  to  6C4,  who,  under  the  old  system,  were  regu- 
lar in  their  attendance  at  the  board  for  parochial  relief,  but  are  now  maintaining  themselves 
and  their  families  solely  by  their  own  industry  and  labour,  while  the  difference  between  what 
tliey  were  and  what  they  are,  both  as  to  moriils  and  us  to  comfort,  is  most  remarkable.  In  the 
former  case,  whilst  they  leaned  on  parochial  aid,  most  of  them  bore  an  idle  and  dissolute 
character,  their  families  were  ragged  and  starved,  and  their  hovels  filthy  and  wretched  ; 
in  the  latter  case,  now  that  they  depend  on  their  own  energies,  they  readily  find  employment, 
are  reputed  industrious,  their  children  are  decently  clad  and  sent  to  school,  aud  their  dwel- 
lings present  the  appearance  which  would  be  desired  in  the  cottage  of  an  English  labourer. 

This  point,  to  which  the  board  beg  it  to  be  understood  they  have  ])artic\darly  directed 
their  inquiries,  must,  they  submit,  be  regarded  as  the  great  test  by  which  the  merits  of  the 
system  are  to  be  proved. 

In  administering  the  out- door  relief,  the  board  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
act  uj)  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  and  give  a  large  portion  in  kind,  and  from  the  sy.stematic 
plan  pursued  by  the  relieving  officer,  of  visiting  the  paupers  at  their  respective  dwellings, 
and  ascertaining  the  real  states  of  their  families,  the  children  who  are  residing  with  their 
parents,  and,  as  such,  receiving  parish  relief,  are  compelled,  when  of  sufficient  age,  to  seek 
situations,  or  find  employ  suitable  to  their  respective  stations ;  and  this  practice  the  board 
consider  one  of  the  most  effectual  in  reducing  the  number  of  future  claimants  on  the  parish 
funds. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  accounts  set  forth  in  the   schedule  anne.ved,  that  for  the  year 
ending  April  18;)4,  the  sum  expended  in  relieving  and  maintaining 
and  providing  for  the  poor  amounted  to         _         _         .  _  .  £.  I5,7.")!i     C     2 

And  for  the  following  year  ending  April  ls3,"),  the  like  expenditure 

amounted  to----------       14,787   15      1 

And   for  the   year  conmiencing  1st  Jan.  and  ending  31st  Dec.  183C, 

the  expenditure  amounted  to-------         8,700     -     - 

Thus  showing  a  reduction  of  41 1  per  cent,  between  the  expenditure  of  the  year  ending 
April  lS.3ii,  and  that  ending  December  18:3(i,  and  a  reduction  of  44  j  per  cent.  u])(jn  the  ex- 
penditure between  the  year  ending  April  1834,  and  the  year  ending  December  18SG  ;  and 
ii'om  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  sonie  improvement  had  taken  yjlace  in  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  intrcduction  of  the  new  Poor  Law  into  this  jmrish,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to 
its  principles  having  been  partially  acted  upon,  while,  from  that  period,  the  improvement 
has  rapidly  progressed,  as  is  shown  by  the  account  set  forth  in  the  schedule, the  expenditure 
of  each  quarter  being  there  se])arate  and  distinct. 

Eiii]il<njvient  of  the  Poor. — This  head  applies  as  well  to  those  within  as  those  witliout  the 
walls,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  the  board  have  had  to  contend  with ;  the  bad 
habit  of  giving  relief,  both  to  the  in  and  out-door  po(jr,  without  requiring  any  thing  in  return, 
had  gained  an  ascendancy,  which  it  demanded  much  perseverance  to  counteract.     Emploj'- 

ment, 
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ment,  however,  havinc;  been  sit  length  provid^  for  the  innvates  of  the  workliouse,  in  picking;   Rev.  .7.  G.  Storie. 

oakum,  chopping  wood,  and  pounding  glass,  as  well  as  sloi>-work  for  the  women — all  the  

inmates  of  the  house  are  now  actively  employed  in  some  useful  pursuit,  to  the  extent  of  „  jy^g  1838. 
their  ability  ;  and  as  regards  the  out-door  able-bodied  ]K)or,  work,  proportioned  to  their 
strength,  is  found  for  them  in  the  stone-yard  ;  but  t)ir-  board  feel  convinced,  and  submit  for 
the  consideration  of  the  parishioners,  that  if  they  had  the  opportunity  of  sending  some  of 
the  men,  whom  they  are  constantly  compelled  to  relieve,  to  work  upon  the  roads,  under  the 
superintendence  of  an  active  intelligent  person^  much  benefit,  including  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  roads,  would  be  derived,  and  the  board  would,  thereby,  provide  employment 
lor  many  persons,  who,  from  previous  habits,  or  bad  health,  have  not  power  to  work  in  the 
stone-yard.  It  must  not  be  expected  that  the  labour  of  the  paupers  can,  at  this  early 
period,  be  turned  to  a  profitable  aceomit,  but  the  board  consider  a  most  important  step  is 
gained  in  finding  employment.  The  price  jjaid  to  the  out-door  paupers  is  under  the  average 
value  of  free  labour,  vvith  a  view  to  induce  them  to  seek  employment  elsewhere,  instead 
of  being  dejiendent  for  their  support  on  that  to  be  obtained  from  a  parish  board. 

As  regards  the  Pauper  Children. — The  board  considered  that  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
incidental  to  the  old  system  was  the  bringing  up  children  wholly  dependent  on  parochial 
relief,  within  the  contaminating  atmos])here  of  a  parish  workhouse,  the  result  of  which  has 
i)een,  that  too  many  of  the  present  paupers  are  recognized  thrr)ugh  their  fathers  and  grand- 
fathers having  been  recipients  of  relief.  The  board  inmicdiately  determined  to  correct  this 
evil,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  adopted  the  practice  of  sending  children  either  to  ^'o^vood  or 
Hackney  Wick,  where  they  are  instructed  in  their  moral  and  religious  duties,  are  taught 
to  read  and  write,  and  are  also  employed  ])rofitably  in  some  way  which  niay  lead  to  their 
future  advancement  in  life,  and  upon  their  attaining  a  suituijle  age,  sitiiations  are  provided 
for  them,  anil  thus  the  most  efiectual  step  is  taken  of  making  them  honest  members  of 
society,  and  preventing  their  being  an  incumbrance  to  this  or  any  other  parish. 

Illegitimate  Children.— li  iiYipcaTa  that  between  April  18:33  and  April  1834,  -28  children 
became  chargeable  to  the  parish,  of  which  number  one  is  dead,  and  three  are  now  receiving 
relief;  and  that  between  the  1st  January  and  .'ilst  December  183G,  only  11  children  became 
chargeable,  of  whom  one  is  since  dead,  and  two  are  now  receiving  relief. 

Poor-rates. —  From  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  relief,  it  may  fairly  be 
expected  that  a  proportionate  reduction  will  be  made  in  the  rates,  and  the  result  cannot  but 
prove  highly  satisfactory'  to  the  parisliioners. 

In  the  year  commencing  April  1833,  and  ending  April  1834,  the  poor-rates  amounted  to 
4  s.  in  the  pound,  and,  including  the  balance  in  hand  at  the  commencement,  the  total  receipts 
amounted  to  22,01)5/.  14s.  2  (/.,  which,  after  making  the  payments  set  out  in  the  schedule, 
left  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  parish,  amounting  to  3'2tt/.  7s.  id. 

The  receipts  for  the  yearensuing,  including  the  poor-rates,  3s.  4d.  in  the  pound,  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  20,487  /.  !»i'.  id.,  and  thereout,  after  making  the  payments  mentioned  in  the 
schedule,  left  a  balance  in  hand  of  803/.  3s.  3s. 

On  the  1st  of  January  1830,  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  704 Z.  13s.  Of?.,  and  the  rates  made  during  the  year  ending  31st  December  last,  were 
•2s.  Id.  in  the  pound,  and  produced  a  net  receipt  on  account  of  the  parish,  amounting  to 
14,9377.  OS.  G  d.,  and  after  thereout  making  provision  for  the  like  payments  for  the  police 
and  county  rates,  as  in  previous  years,  left  a  balance  in  hand  of  62.')  /.  14  s.  2  6?. 

It  may  also  be  right  to  state,  that  in  January  1830  ihe  sum  returned  as  due  for  the  recov- 
erables  upon  the  poor-rate  amounted  to  1,220 /.  2s.  od.,  but  on  the  31st  December  1830, 
the  sum  then  outstanding  due  for  recoverables,  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  143  Z.  Is.  lid., 
a  circumstance  that  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be  considered  to  have  arisen  from  the  rates 
being  ncnv  made  half-yearly  instead  of  (piarterly,  as  heretofore,  and  the  books  not  being 
allowed  to  remain  beyond  a  given  period  in  the  collectors'  hands,  when  they  are  required  to 
summon  every  person  whose  rates  remain  unjiaid. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  of  guardians  feel  themselves  justified  in  declaring,  that  since  the 
introducticn  of  the  new  Poor  Law  into  the  parish,  the  state  of  the  neighbourini;-  poor  has 
been,  in  every  sense,  greatly  improved,  which  circumstance,  coupled  with  the  other  results 
shown  by  this  statement,  will,  they  confidently  trust,  induce  a  general  opinion  that  the 
measure  itself  is  not  only  most  beneficial  to  the  country  at  large,  but  afiouls  to  the  neces- 
sitous and  needy  poor  such  ample  protection,  as  under  the  old  defective  system  they  could 
not  be  sure  of;  and  that  the  reduction  in  the  rates  has  not  been  caused  by  deprivmg  the 
aged  or  the  infirm,  or  the  helpless  widow  and  children,  of  any  of  their  comforts,  but,  on  the 
contraiy,  has  arisen  from  ])utting  to  the  test  habits  of  idleness  displayed  by  able-bodied 
paupers,  from  striking  oti' their  allowance,  or  compelling  them  to  perform  a  due  portion  of 
work  in  return  for  the  relief  or  assistance  which  they  may  receive  from  the  parisJx  fund,  and 
thus,  in  effect,  from  a  fair  and  legitimate  endeavour,  to  restore  such  persons  to  the  character 
and  condition  of  independence. 

(signed)  John  George  Storic,  Chairman,  John  Deacon, 

Charles  Dodd,  Vice  Chairman,  Alexander  ^'airne, 

Richard  Pope,  Edward  L'uchle, 

George  Marshall,  George  Piickle, 

Samuel  Pope,  Hilliam  llichens, 

James  Pew,  Robert  JJichens, 

Charles  Harden,  Robert  Ale.randtr  Gray 

John  Brett,  Samuel  Richardson. 

Vestry  Hall,  Camberwell,") 

18th  January  1837.       J  STATEMENT 
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Ilev.  J.  C.  Sloric. 


(  AMBERWKLL  VVOUKMOUSE. 


7  June  1838. 


Dietary  Table. 


BREAKF.VST.     |                                     DINNBR. 

SUPPER. 

DAYS. 

Bread. 

Milk 

Poiridgu. 

Bread. 

Meat. 

Pulatoca. 

Soiip 

Suet 
Pudding 

r»rcarl. 

Ckcewor 

BuMer  to  its 

eqiiivutent 

in  value. 

Gnicl. 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday  - 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

oz. 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 

1 

1 
1 
1 
I 
1 

m. 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

0:. 

(Mutton)  6 
(Beef)     6 
(Beef)     6 

1 

i 
J 

pinlt. 

oz. 
14 

oz. 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

ot. 

2 

2 

pints. 
1 

1 

1 

28 

7 

28 

18              ij 

4^ 

H 

28 

6 

4 

STATEMENT  of  the  NUMBER  of  IN  and  OUT-DOOR  POOR. 


Number 

Number 
of  Women  in 

Number 

Total 

Number  Number 

Number 

Total 

of  Children 

Number  of 

of 

of 

of 

DATES. 

Marlbru' 

Marlbro' 

in 

Men, 
Women  and 

Men 

V  omen 

Childrva 

and  Cliildrca 

Hoii!ie  and 

\Vorkliouse 

receiving 

rerciving 

receiving 

Peckham 

Peckbam 

and    at 

Cbildreu. 

Out-door 

Out-door 

Out-door 

Out-door 

Asylum. 

Asylum. 

Norwuud. 

In-dour. 

Relief. 

Belief. 

Belief. 

Relief. 

On  1st  April  1833 

7> 

13G 

48 

255 

476 

752 

1,381 

2,609 

On  1st  April  1834 

Gi 

JI5 

4G 

222 

3C7 

G80 

1.137 

2,184 

On  31st  December  1835 

75 

120 

66 

2G7 

242 

538 

920 

1,700 

On  31st  December  1836 

69 

^■^5 

77 

271 

7C 

240 

389 

605 

STATEMENT  of  the  NUMBER  of  OUT-DOOR  POOR. 

12  3  4 


DATE. 

Aged  and  Infirm 
of  both  .Sexes. 

Orphan  &Found- 
ling  Cliildren. 

niegitimate 
Children. 

Inuoe  Psrsonit, 
Lunafcica  and  Idiots. 

1836. 

In-door.      j^^ 

In-door. 

Out- 
door. 

In-door. 

Out- 
door. 

In-door. 

Out- 
door. 

3 
2 

1 

In 

Asylum. 

Totd. 

From  January  to  March 
From  March  to  June   - 
From  June  to  September 
From  Sept.  to  Dec.     - 

173 
226 
219 
1G7 

1,527 

1,038 

898 

904 

49 
45 
48 
55 

52 

3 
21 

39 
25 
23 
20 

126 

47 
52 
48 

4 
1 

5 
8 

20 
20 
20 
18 

1-.993 
1,407 
1,287 
1,220 

January  18,  1837. 


Thomas  Wehb  Gilbert, 

Clerk  to  the  Board. 


AlloTf 
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Allow  me  to  state  that  it  includes  tlie  diet  table;  there  has  been  a  slight  altera-    Rev- J.  G.  Stone. 
tion  in  the   diet  table  since   this  was  published,    as  to  tea;  all  persons  above  ' 

CO  years  of  age  are  allowed  tea.  '      *  '  -^  " 

13364.  Was  that  a  diet  table  you  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, or  was  it  previously  in  operation  in  your  parish  ? — No  ;  we  proposed  it  to 
the  Commissioners,  on  the  establishment  of  the  board. 

1336.).  Did  they  asquiesce  ? — Yes. 

13366.  You  found  no  difficulty  of  any  description? — No,  none  whatever. 

13367-  You  believe  it  to  be  wholesome? — Yes. 

13368.  Sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  health  and  comfort? — Perfectly  ;  in 
proof  of  which  I  may  mention  that  while  the  influenza  was  carrj'ing  off  multitudes 
of  the  infirm  in  every  rank  of  life,  we  lost  but  one,  notwithstanding  our  inmates 
are  for  the  most  part  aged  or  infirm,  many  of  them  above  80,  and  one  some  years 
above  100. 

133(19.  ^^-  Miks^  How  long  has  the  workhouse  been  built  ? — The  altera- 
tions made  in  the  building  under  the  new  system  have  been  completed  about  a 
year  and  a  half. 

13370.  During  the  last  winter,  did  you  find  a  very  great  influx  of  able-bodied 
paupers  ? — No. 

13371-  What  is  the  greatest  number  of  able-bodied  people  you  ever  had  in 
your  workhouse? — Very  few  have  come  in  at  any  time  ;  never  more  than  about   ^ 
20 ;  we  have  now  but  four,  and  they  are,  I  think,  with  one  exception,  women, 
and  of  loose  character  :  the  average  number  of  inmates,  who  are  nearly  all  intirm, 
is  about  180. 

13372.  Chairman.]  Those  who  come  in,  do  they  stay  long? — No,  a  short 
time. 

'3373-  Do  they  generally  find  work  ? — Yes. 

13374.  You  observe  a  classification  in  your  workhouse  ? — Yes. 

1337.J-  You  think  that  absolutely  indispensable? — Yes,  certainly;  both  in 
the  good  management  of  the  house  and  the  comfort  of  the  people. 

13376.  Have  you  any  school? — Not  in  the  house. 

13377-  What  do  you  do  with  regard  to  the  children  ? — If  they  are  to  remain 
in  the  house  a  short  time  we  send  them  to  the  parochial  school ;  if  they  are 
likely  to  remain  long  upon  us,  they  are  sent  to  Aubin's  establishment  at  Norwood  ; 
we  have  none  but  infants  under  six  years  of  age. 

13378.  Mr.  Miles.]  With  your  experience  of  the  working  of  the  law  in 
Camherwell  for  the  last  tlu-ee  years,  do  you  wish  to  make  any  suggestions  as  to 
any  alteration  ? — None  beyond  those  1  have  before  proposed  about  the  local 
Act,  placing  all  matters  under  the  care  of  the  guardians. 

'3379-  Chairman.]  Have  you  ever  in  your  intercourse  with  the  Commis- 
sioners found  any  difficulty  ? — No,  none  whatever. 

13380.  You  have  probably  had  a  good  deal  of  intercourse? — Yes. 

13381.  Have  you  observed  them  indisposed  to  listen  to  reasonable  remon- 
strances or  observations  ? — Far  from  it. 

iSS"^--  If  'iiT'y  alteration  as  to  diet,  or  any  other  arrangement,  has  occurred  to 
you  as  desirable,  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  proposing  it  to  the  Commis- 
sioners ? — We  have. 

1 3383.  Have  you  found  them  make  unnecessary  objections  ? — They  have  inva- 
riably assented  to  our  proposals  ;  I  am  not  aware  of  any  one  that  they  have  not 
assented  to,  and  we  have  made  several. 

13384-  Your  intention  always  being  to  carry  the  law  into  bondjide  operation? 
— Just  so. 

1338,5-  Mr.  Miles.]  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the  clauses  as  to 
bastardy  under  the  new  Poor  Law  Act  ? — I  have. 

13386.  W^hat  is  your  opinion  ?— That  they  work  admirably  well. 

133"^7-  Admirably  well,  probably  by  being  inoperative  ? — Yes,  in  one  sense. 

i33'^'^-  In  w^hat  way? — Because  of  the  very  few  cases  we  have,  compared  with 
the  number  we  used  to  have ;  if  I  had  had  time  1  would  have  brought  the  difl>- 
rence  of  numbers  in  the  two  years  and  a  half  our  boai'ds  have  been  in  operation, 
compared  with  the  two  years  and  a  half  preceding. 

133^0-  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  bastardy  has  decreased  in  the  parish  of 
Camberwell? — 1  should  say  very  much  so. 

13390-  That  is  not  from  applications  made  to  the  board  for  orders  of  affiliation, 
but  Irom  the  general  knowledge  of  the  parish? — Yes ;  I  should  also  say,  from 
my  general  knowledge  of  the  parish  as  vicar. 

452-  E  13391'  Have 
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Rev.  J.  G.  Storie.        '3.301  •   Have  you  heard  of  any  case  of  infanticide  ? — No. 

— ^3.39'--  ^^"  ^^  ""^  believe  the  cflcct  of  the  clause  is  to  produce  infanticide  ?  — 

7  June  1838.       I  believe  not. 

13303.  What  system  have  you  adopted  relative  to  the  bastards  born  previously 
to  the  Poor  Uiw  Amcndnicnt  Act  ?  — 

13394.  Chairman]  Do  you  still  enforce  the  law  against  the  putative  father  '?— 
Yes,  we  do. 

13395.  You  enforce  the  payment  of  an  order  already  made? — We  do. 
i339().  Mr.  Miles.]  Have  you  applied  for  many  orders  since  the  new  Law 

Amendment  ? — No. 

1 3397.  Orders  lor  affiliation  ? — No. 

133^8.  Have  you,  in  any  ca.se  ? — I  think  in  one  or  two  :  very  fesv'. 

13399.  Is  "ot  '^hat  done  at  vast  expense  ? — At  considerable  expense. 

1 3400.  Is  it  not  very  difficult,  after  the  order  is  made,  to  attach  the  wages  of 
the  person  on  whom  the  order  is  made? — No  ;  T  think  the  real  difficulty  is  in 
getting  the  order  and  proving  the  case. 

13401.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  better  nieel  your  feelings  that  the  whole  of 
the  clause  should  be  swept  away  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  1  think  women  are  put  on  their 
guard,  in  consequence. 

13402.  Mr.  Walicer-I  You  h.ive  no  particular  data  which  has  led  you  to 
suppose  there  is  a  decrease  of  bastardy? — No  ;  except  applications  for  relief  and 
general  information  ;  there  may  be  some  hardship  as  to  the  clause,  but  we  must 
take  with  the  evil  the  much  greater  good  that  is  produced  by  it. 
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